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Dear Colleague: 

The COSCA Court Statistics and Information Systems Committee and the 
staff of the Court Statistics and Information Management Project of 
the National Center for State Courts is pleased to present you with 
this edition of the State Court CaseloadStatistics: Annual Report 
for 1980. As you may recall, this work is completed under the 
guidance of the COSCA Court Statistics and Information Systems 
Committee with funds from the Bureau of Justice Statistics. It 
contains an organization chart for the courts in each state, and a 
statistical profile for each court. 

We hope that you will find this publication a valuable resource. 

Sincerely, 

vlc~~7 
Project Director 
Court Statistics and Information 

Management Project 

VEF:bwj 
Enclosure 

U.S. Department of Justice 
NaUonallnstltute of Justice 

95474 

t h s been reproduced exactly as received from the 
;:~~o~o~~~~~nlz~tiOn originating It. Points of view or opinions stat~~ 
In this document are those of the authors and do. not nec~ssan 
represent the official position or policies of the NallOnal Inslitute of 
Justice. 

Permission to reproduce this copyrighted malerial In ml
ct.Qflche onty has twen greranted.b'i. r State Courts 
Nat~ona.L cen,_"C. __ l:_O _____ _ 

to the National Criminal Justice Reference Service (NCJRS). 

Further reproduction outside of the NCJRS system requires permis
sion of the copyright owner. 
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We have provided an evaluation sheet at the end 
of 'this publication. It will assist us in 
fmproving future reports if you complete and 
return it at your convenience. 

This project was supported by Federal Grant No. 
83-BJ-CX-K018 awarded to the National Center for State Courts, 
Williamsburg, Virginia, by the Bureau of Justice Statistics 
(BJS), U.S. Department of Justice, under the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, as amended. The Court 
Statistics and Information Management Project is directed by 
Victor E. F1ango for the National Center for State Courts and 
monitored by Carla K. Gaskins for BJS. Points of view or 
opinions stated in this document are those of the author and do 
not necessarily represent the official position or policies of 
the U.S. Department of Justice. 
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This State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual 
Report, 1980 is the sixth in a series containing 
statistical case10ad data compiled from the 
annual reports of each state court system and 
from other unpublished data. This volume is a 
product of the cooperative effort between the 
National Center for State Courts and the 
Conference of State Court Administrators (COSCA), 
to develop within the Center a national database 
of state court caseload statistics. The effort 
is funded by the Bureau of Justice Statistics. 

This is the second volume in the series whose 
data are available on computer tape. Machine 
readable data is a major asset to those 
conducting research on state court managem~nt and 
facilitates greatly the compilation of the 
summa~ tables in this volume. The Center hopes 
to continue this automation in future years. 

The Court Statistics and Information 
Management Project (CSIM) continues to expand the 
scope of its activities and capabilities, 
shifting its focus from data collection and 
publication to the analysis of these data for the 
benefit of the courts co~nunity. The automation 
described above should enhance staff's ability to 
condu~t such research. This ~ R~port "eries, 

The Conference of State Court Administrators 
(COSCA) continues to support the Court Statistics 
and Information Management Project in its efforts 
to establish, within the National Center for 
State Courts (NCSC), the capability to gather, 
analYze, and disseminate statistical information 
on state court systems. The project has been 
made a cooperative effort between COSCA and the 
NCSC by giving policy control and direction over; 
the project to a committee composed of state 
court administrators, court data processing 
personnel, a trial court administrator. and a 
representative from the academic community 
selected by COSCA. 

This sixth edition of the Annual Re~ort 
improves upon 'the data and tables conta nea ill 
previous editions of the report. In making these 
improvements, we continue to be guided by the 
users of this information. Ma~;' of the summary 
tables have been rearranged t() 'jQt>!lt'!,fy 
comparable data. This is an ohdiling process that 
will continue to benefit from increased awareness 
of comparable subject-matter jurisdiction among 
the states. Modifications have also been made to 
the way in which the trial data from general and 
limited jurisdiction courts are presented. It is 
our belief that these additions and modifications 
will he,l p the users of tht s report to fi nd the 
infonnation th~ need in a form that is useful to 
them. , 

This year's continued automation 'of the data 
contained within this ~eport will greatly improve 
staff's abili~ to con uct sophisticated analysis 
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however, will continue to be the principal 
project publication. From year to year the 
Quantity and Quality of the reported data 
demonstrate gradual improvement. 

The National Center has been assisted in data 
gathering for the production Of the Annual Report 
by state and local-level court personnel from 
across the count~. The leadership of COSCA and 
especially the COSCA-CSrS Committee, now chaired 
by Walter Kane, have helped guide project staff 
in their search for ways to present these data in 
a w~ that is both parSimonious and comparable. 

Ed~ard B. McConnell. 
Executive Director 
National Center for Stdte Courts 

of court management data, and faCilitate the 
project's goal of disseminating statistical 
information in a form conducive to research. 

As always, we must caution the reader of this 
report to pay close attention to all indications 
of the completeness and comparability of data, 
and to read the introduction to the report Where 
the methodology used to construct the report is 
discussed. Face sheets for the su~ary tables 
fUrther outline the sources of data, the 
rationale behind some of the summa~ statistics, 
and minimum limitations that should be considered 
in interpreting the data. An inspection of the 
current edition and the five previous editions of 
this report should demonstrate to the raader'that 
the Quali~ and quantity of court-related data 
continue to improve. 

Walter J. Kane, Chairman 
COSCA-CSrS Co~ittee 
Conference of State Court 

Admini strators 

-----------" 
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Highlights 

Production of the Annual Report series is an 
evolutionary process with the long-term goal of 
improving the statistical series pl~ing an 
important role for the Court Statistics and 
Information Management Project. This process is 
further discussed in the introduction. 

Data availability has improved from the first 
half of this century, when the first national 
compilation of caseload data was attempted. Some 
gross volume data are displ~ed in this report 
for all appellate courts, for most of the trial 
courts of general jurisdiction, and for many of 
the trial courts of limited or special 
jurisdiction. However, the validity and 
reliability of much of the data reported has not 
been ascertained. 

Substantial effort by the Court Statistics 
and Information Management Project (CSIM) staff 
and the Conference of State Court Administrator~ 
CSIS Committee was required to develop a 
methodology for displaying nationwide state court 
caseload for the first annual report, published 
in 1979 to cover the 1975 court year. During 
preliminar,y attempts to aggregate available 
stati sti cs into speci fi c groupi ngs, it became 
obvi ous that any rea li sti c compi] ati on must have 
a structure derived from, not superimposed upon, 
the data reported by the states. The second 
annual report (i.e., 1976), published in 1980, 
reflected that orientation and emphasis, with 
augmentations made to improve the presentation of 
the data and to acconwodate the addition of 
limited jurisdiction data. In the third edition 
of the Annual Report series, the summary tables 
were extensively re- vised to reflect 
recommendations made by members of the 
Methodological Review Panel. The summary 
statistics as presented in this sixth annual 
report reflect the eXisting situation in state 
court statistics and are presented in a format 
designed to increase their usefulness. 

For the reader of this document, cautionary 
notes necessarily abound. Because of many state
to-state variations in the kinds of data 
reported, the summary tables in this annual 
report do not permit extensive, valid, direct 
comparisons of caseload among states without 
careful examination of all the factors involved 
in assuring that the data are comparable. 
Variations in data availability, court 
organization, subject matter jurisdiction, 
definitions of case types and units of count, 
reporting periods, and the degrees of 
completeness and accuracy of data all combine to 
make cross-jurisdictional comparisons extremely 
complex. These variations are discussed in 
general terms in the introduction to the report. 
The limitations on analysis section can be found 
in the face sheets accompanying each summary 
table. 

Comparisons among the 1980 data contained in 
this report and the 1975 through 1979 data 
contained in the first five reports in this 
series should be made only after careful 
examination of the factors mentioned above to 
ascertain that these factors have not changed for 
the courts of interest. 

The report is divided into two parts, each 
with its own purpose. The summary statistical 
tables in Part I were constructed from the 
individual court profiles for all the states 
found in Part II. Depending on the interest or 
the user, he can proceed from the general to the 
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specific or vice versa. Users of the report may 
locate a summary table of interest in Part I, for 
example, one containing caseload inventory data 
for domestic relations cases. An examination of 
the data contained in the table may stimulate 
questions that are answered, in part, by 
reference to either the court organization charts 
or individual court profiles contained in Part 
II. Another approach is to first examine a court 
profile in Part II of the document, and then turn 
to the appropriate summary tables in Part I tQ 
compare case10ad volume of other courts with 
similar jurisdiction, to that of the court of 
interest. 

This two-part,structure for the document 
required its preparation to proceed in stages. 
First an overview court organization chart and an 
individual statistical profile was prepared for 
each state's appellate and trial courts. The 
resulting documentation makes up Part II of this 
report. Data were then compiled into nationwide 
inventory statistics (begin pending, filed, 
disposed, and end pending). The inventory 
statistics were separated where possible into 
broad case category classifications, chosen to 
reflect the kinds of data being reported by the 
states. 

Several general observations can be made 
about the 1980 state court caseload data. First, 
in addition to the increase in available data, 
the number of cases filed in the courts has also 
increased from 1979 to 1980. The case10ad 
estimates indicate that the number of cases filed 
per judge has increased. Most trial courts also 
reported increases in the number of filings from 
1979 to 1980. Second, the courts have managed to 
handle this increase in filings fa,irly well with 
most courts disposing between 90 and 100 percent 
of the number of cases fil ed. A few courts 
disposed more cases than were filed. The 
di sposi ti on rates of 1 ess than 100 percent, 
however, mean that most courts are adding to 
their pending caseload. For courts reporting 
pending caseload, most had increases of less than 
20 percent. Finally, for courts reporting 
pending and filed data, the number of cases 
pending at the end of the year as a percent of 
the number of cases filed was less than 60 
percent for most courts of last resort, less than 
90 percent for most intermediate appellate courts 
and for civil case10ad in most trial courts, less 
than 50 percent for criminal caseload in most 
trial courts, and less than 50 percent for 
juvenile case10ad in most trial courts. 

The composition of the case10ad of the courts 
is also of interest. In the appellate courts, 
the data available indicate that approximately 55 
percent of the appeals filed in 1980 were civil 
appeals. For the trial courts in 1980 the 
caseload estimates indicate that of the 85.8 
million cases filed, approximately 14.6 million 
were civil cases, 11.3 million were criminal 
cases, 5B.4 million were traffic cases, and 1.5 
million were juvenile cases. 

The court organization charts and statistical 
profiles in Part II are helpful references 
because they indicate not only the organization 
and subject matter jurisdiction of the courts in 
each state, but also the differences in reporting 
periods, units of count, and variations in case 
categories and classifications. They show at a 
glance how much data were available for 
comparison purposes. 
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Georgi a Justice of the Peace Court--court 
of limited jurisdiction. • • • • • • •• 235 
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Police Court, and Criminal Cou~t--courts 
of limited jurisdiction •••••••••• 235 
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Guam 
Guam Court System, 1980 • • • • • 236 
Superior Court--Court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • 237 

Hawaii 
Hawaii Court System, 1980 •••••••••• 238 
Hawaii Supreme Court--court of last resort. 239 
Hawaii Intermediate Court of Appeals--
intermediate appellate court. • • • • 240 

Hawaii Circuit Court--court of general 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 241 

Hawaii Land Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • ••••••• 243 

Hawaii Tax Appeal Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • •• • 243 

Hawaii District Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 244 

Idaho 
Idaho Court System, 1980 • • • • • • • •• 246 
Idaho Supreme Court--court of last resort. 247 
Idaho District Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • 249 

Idaho Magistrates Division of 
District Court--court of general 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 250 

Illinois 
Illinois Court System, 1980. • • • • • 252 
Illinois Supreme Court--court of 
last resort. • • • • • • • • • • •• •• 253 

Illinois Appellate Court--intermediate 
appellate court. • • • • • • • • • • • 254 

Illinois Circuit Court--court of general 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 255 

Indiana 
Indiana Court System, 1980 ••••••••• 257 
Indiana Supreme Court--court of last resort. 258 
Indiana Court of Appeals--intermediate 
appellate court •••••••••••••• 259 

Indiana Superior Court and Circuit Court--
courts of general jurisdiction. • • • • 260 

Indiana County Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • •• •• 261 

Indiana City Court and 
Town Court--court of 1imited jurisdiction. 262 

Municipal Court of Marion County, Indiana-
court of limited jurisdiction. • • • •• 263 

Indiana Probate Court--court of limited 
jUrisdiction. • • • • • • • • • •••••• 264 

Small Claims Court of Marion County, 
Ir.diana--court of limited jurisdiction ••• 264 

Iowa 
Iowa Court System. 1980 •••••••••• 
Iowa Supreme Court--court of last resort. 
Iowa Court of Appea1s--intermediate 
appellate court ••••••••••• 

Iowa District Court--court of general 
jurisdiction ••••••••••••• 
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265 
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267 
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Kansas Court System, 1980 •••••••••• 
Kansas Supreme Court--court of last resort • 
Kansas Court of Appea1s--intermediate 
appellate court ••••••••••••• 

Kansas District Court--court of general 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 274 

Kansas Municipal Court--court of lfmited 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 275 
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Kentucky 
Kentucky Court System, 1980. • • • • • • 276 
Kentucky Supreme Court--court of 
last resort. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 277 

Kentucky Court of Appeals--intermediate 
appellate court. • • • • • • • • • • • 278 

Kentucky Circuit Court--court of general 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 279 

Kentucky Oistrict Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 280 

Louisiana 
Louisiana Court System, 1980 •••••••• 281 
Louisiana Supreme Court--court of 
last resort •••••••••••••••• 282 

Louisiana Courts of Appeal--intermediate 
appellate court •••••••••••••• 283 

Louisiana District Court--court of general 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 284 

Louisiana Family Court and Juvenile Court--
courts of limited jurisdiction. • • • 284 

Louisiana City Court and Parish Court, 
Municipal Court and Traffic Court of 
New Orleans--courts of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 285 

Louisiana Justice of the Peace Court--
court of limited jurisdiction. • • • • 285 

Louisiana Mayor's Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 285 

Maine 
Maine Court System, 1980 • • • • • • •• • 286 
Maine Supreme Judicial Court--court of 
last resort. • • • • • • • • • • • • 287 

Maine Superior Court--court of general 
jurisdiction ••••••••••• " • • 288 

Maine District Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 290 

Maine Administrative Court--court of 
1 imited jurisdiction. • • • • • • • •• • 291 

Maine Probate Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • 291 

Maryland 
Maryland Court System, 1980. • • • • • • 292 
Maryland Court of Appeals--court of 
last resort. • • • • • • • • • • • 293 

Maryland Court of Special Appeals--
intermediate appellate court. • • • • •• 294 

Maryland Circuit Court--court of general 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 295 

Maryland District Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 296 

Maryland Orphan's Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 297 

Massachusetts 
Massachusetts Court System, 1980 • • • •• 298 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court--
court of last resort •••••••••••• 299 

Massachusetts Appeals Court--intermediate 
appe11 ate court •••••••••••• ; •• 299 

Massachusetts Superi or Court Dep'artment--
court of general jurisdiction ••••••• 300 

Massachusetts District Court Department--
court of general jurisdiction. • • 300 

Boston Municipal Court Department, 
Massachusetts--court of general 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 302 

Massachusetts Land Court Department--
court of general jurisdiction. • • • •• 303 

Massachusetts Juvenile Court Department--
court of general jurisdiction ••••••• 303 

Massachusetts Probate and Family Court 
Department--court of general jurisdiction 304 

Massachusetts Housing Court Department--
court of general jurisdiction. • • • •• 305 
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Michigan 
Michigan Court System, 1980. • • • • •• 306 
Michigan Supreme Court--court of 
last resort. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 307 

Michigan Court of Appea1s--intermediate 
appellate court. • • • • • • • • • •• 307 

Michigan Circuit Court--court of general 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 308 

Michigan Court of Claims--court of general 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 309 

Recorder's Court of Detroit, Michigan--
court of general jurisdiction. • • • •• 310 

Michigan District Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 311 

Michigan Municipal Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 312 

Common Pleas Court of Detroit, Michigan--
court of limited jurisdiction. • • •• 313 

Michigan Probate Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 314 

Minnesota 
Minnesota Court System, 1980 •••••••• 315 
Minnesota Supreme Court--court of 
last resort •••••••••••••••• 316 

Minnesota District Court--court of general 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 317 

Minnesota County Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 317 

Minnesota County Municipal Court--court of 
limited jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • •• 318 

Minnesota Conciliation Court--court of 
limited jurisdiction •••••••••••• 319 

Minnesota Probate Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 319 

Mississippi 
Mi ssi ssi ppi Court System, 1980 • • • • ••• 320 
Mississippi Supreme Court--court of 
last resort. • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 321 

Mississippi Circuit Court--court of general 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 322 

Mississippi Chancery Court--court of 
general jurisdiction •••••••••••• 322 

Mississippi County Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 322 

Mississippi Justice Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 322 

Mississippi Family Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • 322 

Mississippi Municipal Court--court of 
limited jurisdiction ••••••••••• , 322 

Missouri 
Mi ssouri Court System, 1980. • • • • •• 323 
Mi ssouri Supreme 'Court--court of 
last resort. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 324 

Missouri Court of Appeals--intermediate 
appellate court. • • • • • • 325 

Missouri Circuit Court--
court of general jurisdiction 326 

Montana 
Montana Court System, 1980 ••••••••• 328 
Montana Supreme Court--court of last resort. 329 
Montana District Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 330 

Montana Justice Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • •• 331 

Montana City Court--court of limited 
juri sdi cti on. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 331 

Montana Municipal Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 331 

Nebraska 
Nebraska Court System, 1980. • • • • • •• 332 
Nebraska Supreme Court--court of 
last resort •••••••••••••••• 333 

Nebraska District Court--court of general 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• J34 

Nebraska Workmen's Compensation Court--
court of limited jurisdiction. • • •• • 334 

Nebraska County Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 335 

Nebraska Municipal Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 336 

Nebraska Separate Juvenile Court--court of 
limited jurisdiction ••• ...... 336 

Nevada 
Nevada Court System, 1980. • • • • • • •• 337 
Nevada Supreme Court--court of last resort. 338 
Nevada District Court--court of general 
jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 339 

Nevada Justice Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • •• • 340 

Nevada Municipal Court--court of limited 
juri sdi ctl on. • • • • • • • • • • • 341 

New Hampshire 
New Hampshire Court System, 1980 •••••• 342 
New Hampshire Supreme Court--court of last 
resort. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 343 

New Hampshire Superior Court--court of 
general jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • •• 344 

New Hampshire District Court--court of 
limited jUrisdiction. • • • • • • • • • 345 

New Hampshire Municipal Court--court of 
limited jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • 346 

New Hampshi re Probate Court--court of 
limited jurisdiction. • • • • 347 

New Jersey 
New Jersey Court System, 1980. • • • • •• 348 
New Jersey Supreme Court--court of last 
resort. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 349 

New Jersey Appellate Division of Superior 
COIJrt--i ntermedi ate appellate court • • • • 350 

New Jersey Superior Court (Law Division and 
Chancery Division) and County Court--court 
of general jUrisdiction •••••••••• 351 

New Jersey County District Court--court of 
limited jurisdiction •••••••••••• 353 

New Jersey Juvenile and Domestic Relations 
Court--court of limited jurisdiction. 354 

New Jersey Municipal Court--court of 
limited jurisdiction. • 355 

New Jersey Surrogates. • 355 
New Mexico 

New Mexico Court System, 1980. • • • 356 
New Mexico Supreme Court--court of 
last resort •••••••••••••••• 357 

New Mex'/ co Court of Appeal s--i ntermedi ate 
appellate court. • • • • • • • • • • •• 358 

New Mexico District Court--court of general 
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Introduction 

Introduction 

Courts Statistics and Information Management 
Project 

The Annual Report series of state court 
caseload statistics is the product of the 
continuing cooperative relationship between the 
Conference of State Court Administrators (COSCA) 
and the National Center for State Courts (NCSC). 
Financial management, project management, and . 
project staffing respor.,sibility are assumed by 
the Court Statistics and Information Management 
(CSIM) Project, formerly called the National 
Court Statistics Project (NCSP) of the NCSC. 
COSCA, through its Court Statistics and 
Information Systems Committee, provides general 
policy review, guidance. and control over all 
project activities. The series is funded by the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics. 

The twin goals of the Court Statistics and 
Information Management Project are to collect. 
compile. analyze. and disseminate state court 
caseload statistics and to help states improve 
the quality of the data they report by assisting 
them in resolving their statistical problems. 
The Annual Report series responds directly to the 
first goal by compiling all available state court 
caseload data from the 50 states

t 
the District of 

Columbia. Guam. and PUerto Rico. 

Uses of court statistical data 

The four major uses of court statistical 
data, as identified in the CSIM publications. 
State Court Caseload Statistics: The State of 
the Art and Co rt Case Mana ement Information 
s~stems Manua • are operatlona a ng in 
t e execution of routine day-to-day activities at 
the local level); (2) management (decision making 
at the state or local level concerned with 
improvement of the court process and system-wide 
efficiency in the use of court resources); (3) 
internal planning and research (goal setting and 
policy planning to establish long-term programs 
and identify evolving problems); and (4) indirect 
court useS (decision ma~ing by those outside the 
courts concerned with policy making or research 
about court operations). The various uses of 
court statistics require different levels of 
detail and analysis. but the availability of 
detailed statistics is dependent upon the 
statistical reporting system used at the state or 
local level. This annual report has restricted 
its scope to the level of detail cUrrently 
available from state-level reporting systems. 

Operational decisions I).re ,made at the local 
l,eve 1 and requi re detail ed i nformati on on a 

lRepetiti9n of "~O states. the District of 
Colunlbia. Guam. and P4~rto Rico" becomes very 
cumbersome. Throughol)t the rest of thi s report. 
"states" and "court shtems" wi 11 be used for the 
reporting units that include the District of 
Columbia. Guam. and Puerto Rico. 
2National Court Statistics Project, National 
Center for State Courts. State Court Caseload 
Statistics: The State of the Art (Washington. 

Ii; D.C.: U.S. Government Prtnting Office. 1978). 
Clifford and Jensen. Court Case ManaGement 
'Information Systems Manual (Williams urg. 
National Center for State Courts, 1983). 

Preceding page .Iank 3 

case-by-case basis. These decisions must be made 
daily and cannot be based upon year-end summary 
statistics such as those contained in this 1980 
report. 

Management decisions can be made at either 
the state or local level and require aggregation 
of detailed information used for operational 
decisions. Caseflow management data such as that 
needed to determine the status of the preparation 
of the record for appeal or to generate exception 
reports are gathered by some state reporting 
systems. but this kind of information is also 
case specific and too detailed to be compiled and 
used for nationwide comparisons. In contrast. 
state-level summary statistics are useful for 
management purposes in areas such as comparisons 
of time lapses in case processing to establish 
norms or guides; analyses to determine 
assignments of judges needed to relieve backlog; 
analyses to determine the need for additional 
judges. support personnel. or facilities; and 
analyses to determine the impact of an 
intermediate appellate court on the state system. 

In response to the recognized need for 
certain management data nationally. the 1980 
Annual Report has concentrated on uniformly 
classifying caseload data and on compiling 
available case processing time data. Caseload 
and case processing are major components of court 
workload. which the CSIM Project has defined to 
mean all court-related matters that consume time 
and effort (hence. purely administrative and 
ministerial fUnctions are also included as 
workload). Measurement of court workload per se 
is not directly addressed in this report. but 
caseload inventory data and data regarding the 
number of trials do provide partial indications 
of the ext~nt of judicial activity. The data 
presented in this report reflect the quantity of 
management data now available from each state's 
reporting system in published and unpublished 
reports. 

Internal planning and research. as well as 
planning and research by those outside the court 
system. require a much wider range of data and 
analysis than operational and management 
decisions. The information nocessary for these 
purposes often includes not only an aggregation 
of data on caseload and caseflow but also 
specific data regarding status of cases. as well 
as information on court operations. judicial 
budgets. actions prior to filing a case. and 
actions after disposition of a case. Of interest 
to some individuals within and outside the court 
system are studies on a wide range of other 
subjects. such as the effect and cost of 
litigation, bail availability and uniformity 
inc 1 udi ng recogni zance/l en; ba 11 programs. the 
validity of case weighting techniques. sentence 
disparfty patterns, the effects of plea 
negotiation on caseloads. and the impact of 
1 egisl ati on. To answe,' these questi ons is. 
however, beyond the capabilities of most state or 
even local court information systems. Basic 
information on caseload and caseflow is adequate 
for,many other planning and research issues where 
the level of needed detail is not as high. These 
latter kinds of issues include. for example. case 
filing and disposition trend analysis. caseload 
composition analysis. analysis of reversal rates. 
time lapse analysis to establish norms and 
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guides, and forecasting of caseload volumes to 
determine resource and facilities needs. 

Scope of the data in the annual report series 

The first annual report (1975) presented 
available caseload data for state appellate 
courts and trial courts of general jurisdiction, 
and for selected categories (juvenile, domestic 
relations, probate, and mental health) in limited 
jurisdiction courts. Tne second annual report 
(1976) again presented available data for 
appellate courts and courts of general 
jurisdiction, and also included all available 
caseload data for all limited jurisdiction 
courts. As data from each court level become 
more complete, future aggregation of trial court 
caseloads should become more meaningful. 

The 1976 report was expanded to include 
Puerto Rico. Data from Guam were added for the 
1977 court year. The scope of future reports 
will be broadened to incJude American Samoa and 
the Virgin Islands when these data become 
available. 

This report reflects court organization and 
jurisdiction as it existed in 1980 but the reader 
should keep in mind that court systems are not 
static entities. For example, in 1979, 
Connecticut consolidated its trial courts, 
eliminating its Juvenile Court and Court of 
Common Pleas and shifting this jurisdiction to 
its Superior Court. The dollar amount limits of 
civil jurisdiction have changed in many courts. 
Because court organizational or jurisdictional 
characteristics change over time, caution should 
be exercised in attempting to compare the data in 
this 1980 report with earlier data or with more 
current data. 

Data collection 

Data sources. The sources of data for the tables 
presented in this series are published annual 
reports provided by the states and unpublished 
statistical material requested of, and supplied 
by state court administrators and appellate court 
clerks. (Appendix B of this report identifies 
the sources of data from each state.) Additional 
relevant information was secured from appropriate 
personnel in each state. Telephone contact and 
follow-up correspondence were used to collect 
missing data, confirm the accuracy of available 
data, and determine the legal jurisdiction of 
each court. Information was collected concerning 
the number of judges per court or court system 
(from annual reports, offices of state court 
administrators, and appellate clerks); the state 
population (based on Bureau of the Census 1980 
revised estimates); other 1980 demographic data 
(taken from the Stat!stical Abstract of the 
United States: 1980 ); and special 
characteristics regarding subject matter 
jurisdiction and court structure. Wilen 
exoianation of a court's jurisdiction was not 
directly obtainable, information from the State 
Court Organization, 19804 was used. 

3U.S. Bureau of the Census, Statistical 
Abstract of the United States: 1980 (Washington, 
D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1980). 

4National Court Statistics Project, National 
Center for State Courts, State Court 
Organization, 1980 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. 
Government Printing Office, 1982). 
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Verification of data. With the cooperation of 
the Conference of State Court Administrators, all 
data after CSIM classification were submitted for 
review and verification to the appropriate state 
court administrator's office. An additional 
check was provided through the cooperation of the 
National Conference of Appellate Court Clerks 
(NCACC), which invited CSIM staff to submit 
appellate court data for review and verification 
to the appropriate clerk of the appellate court 
in each state. This process also included 
fol10wup by CSIM staff through telephone or 
letter contact with the state personnel. 
Forty-nine of the 53 states and territories 
covered by this report verified the data for 
1980. Finally, the format, content, and 
limitations of data tables have been reViewed and 
approved by the COSCA CSIS Committee, which 
guides the Court Statistics and Information 
Management Project. 

In order to produce the statistics contained 
in this report, a great deal of effort was 
expended by CSIM Project staff in collecting 
missing data, whether from published or ancillary 
sources, in defining terminology, and in 
identifying categories in which caseS should be 
placed. In other words, data contained in this 
report cannot be replicated solely from available 
published material. Yet even after this 
extensive data-gathering effort, large gaps 
remain in the data collected. 

An extensive effort was required to validate 
CSIM classification of data provided by the 
states and to avoid further distortion of any 
data received. Although attempts to reconcile 
obvious discrepancies in reported data were made, 
the CSIM Project staff did not have the resources 
to assess the underlying validity or accuracy of 
the data received fonn the states. For example, 
the published cumulative case statistics for 
appellate courts or for trial courts frequently 
did not balance with reported totals within each 
category. Such discrepancies are, however, 
footnoted in the court statistical profiles in 
Part II of this report. 

Thpes of data included. As a result of the fact 
t at few states report data suitable for all 
kinds of planning and research purposes, and 
because most states report only certain types of 
data, the NCSP initially chose to include 1n the 
national series only those kinds of data that 
either were alrea.dy fairly widely available or 
could be made available without requiring undue 
effort. Enough states reported trend data, 
caseload by category, number of reversals, and 
time-to-disposition data to warrant inclusion of 
these topics in this report, and some preliminary 
analyses can be made. For those states not 
supplying basic data, gaps and "not/available" 
entries in the profiles draw attention to the 
missing data. In the past, all data supplied by 
a state, complete or fiat, were entered in the 
summary tables. Beginning in 1979, only data 
that are complete (or at 1east 90% complete for a 
case category) are displayed in the summary 
tables. This was done to facilitate 
comparability. As more data become available in 
coming years, the Annual Report series can be 
expanded to include broader and more 
sophisticated compilations and analyses. 

Many current variations in court data, as 
indicated by profile footnotes, must be 
considered before summary tables can be 
constructed to make comparisons among courts or 
states. Variations that limit the comparability 
of the 1980 data include: court organization, 
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FIGUREA: 
Reporting periods for state courts. not using the calendar year 1980. 

Reporting Period 

State 

Alabama 

7/01/79-
6/30/80 

Ca 1 iforni a All courts 
Colorado All courts 
Connecticut All courts 

8/01/79-
7/31/80 

9/01/79-
8/31/80 

9/5/79- 10/01/79-
9/4/80 9/30/80 

All courts 

12/1/79-
11/30/80 

Delaware All courts 
Georgiaa--------!A~lil~otUh~e~r~c~o~urrt~s~,~----------_:S~umprreerm~e~Comuur~t---------------------------------------------

except the Georgia 

Hawaii 
Kans<'(s 
Kentucky 
Maine 
Mar land 
assachusetts 

Michigan 

Court of Appeals 
All courts 
All courts 
A 11 courts 
Administrative Court 
All courts 
All trlal courts 
Supreme Court, Circuit 

Court, District Court, 
Probate Court, Court of 
of Claims, and 
Municipal Court 

All courts 
All trial courts 

Mi ssouri 
Montana 
Nebraska Workmen's Compensation 

Court 
Supreme Court 

All courts New Hampshi re 
New Jersey 
New Mexico Supreme Court 

Court of Appeals 
Oi stri ct Court 
Superi or Court 
Di stri ct Court 
All courts 

All courts 

North Ca ro 11 na 

Puerto Rico 
Rhode Island 
South Dakota 
Utah 

All courts 
All but Supreme Court 

and Juvenile Court 
All courts Vermont 

West Virginia 

subject matter jurisdiction, case definition, 
completeness, accuracy, and reporting periods. 
These variations (with the exception of 
variations in reporting periods) are discussed on 
the face sheets to the summary tables. 

Variations in reporting ~eriods. As indicated on 
profile headings and in igure A, most states 
report data by calendar year; nlany report by 
fiscal year, however, and a few report appellate 
court data by court term. Therefore, the time 
spans covered in this report are not always 
directly comparable. 

Although data inclUded in this report cover 
reporting periods of approximately uniform 
length, the starting and ending dates for the 
reporting periods vary both within and among 
states. Differencas in reporting periods have 
little effect on cumUlative data elements such as 
filings and dispositions, since no matter when 
the reporting period began and ended, the data 
cover one complete year. Pending data are 
~reatly affected, though, since they represent a 
'snapshot" in time and can vary greatly depending 

on when that snapshot was taken. Figure A 
displays the actual reporting periods for all 
courts not using th.e calendar year for the 
reporting pefiod. 
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Supreme Court 

Data display 

Supreme Court 

Ci rcult Court 
Magistrate Court 

Case category classifications. CSIM case 
categories used for this 1980 report are those 
chosen by the COSCA CSIS Committee for inclusion 
in the State Court Model Annual Report and State 
Court Model Statistical Dictionary. These case
categories appear as principal headings in the 
summary tables in Part I, and in each court's 
profile in Part II. Terminology used within each 
state is displayed on each court's profile as 
subheadings under the boldface CSIM main 
headings. The CSIM main headings are categories 
Used uniformly for all the states. For example, 
a state's "application for leave to appeal" was 
classified under the CSIM category of request to 
appeal in all tables. Explanations used in 
source documents to clarify a state's data are 
included, as are explanations to clarify project 
staff's arrangement of those data. These" appear, 
where appropriate, as footnotes in each court's 
profile and as footnotes to the summary tables. 

Format used. Profiles (Part II). After the 1980 
case data available from each state were 
classified, a profile of the courts in each state 
was constructed. Each state profile for 1980 
contains the following: 

--A chart depicting the organization of the 
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~Z~s~~?e~ence to summary tables in previous editions of the Annual Report seriesi, 

Corresponding table numbers for previous reports 

1975 1976 1977 1978 

~ 
\, 
1 
1 
l 
! 
I, 
I 

1 1 1 ! 
1. Case load esti mates ~ ~ 2 2 23 1\., 

1980 APPELLATE COURT SUMMARY TABLES: 

2 Total reported caseload 3 3 
3: Caseload categories for CAOLC~ ~ ~ 4 4 4 I 
4. Case10ad categories for I . s ________________________ - - - - - - - - - - - - .. -
---------------------- 11 8 8 5 
5 Civil and criminal appeals and 19 
• re~est~ to app~a1 for COLR 12 9 9 6 

6. Civil and criminal appeals a~d 20 
requests to appeal for lAC s 5 6 5 5 7 

7 COLRw/IACcase10ad 7,8,9,10 7'8 6 6 8 8' COLRw/outIACcaseload 11,12,13,14 : ___________________________ ' __ 

9'- lAC ~a;eio;d- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 15:16,17:18 - -9,10 7 ~O ~O 
10. Number of court opi nl ons 10 11 11 
11. Time interval data 21 ~t 15 11,12 12,13 12,13 
12. Historical filing data 

1980 TRIAL COURT SUMMARY TABLES: 

13. Caseload estimates 
14. Total reported ca~eload 
15. Ci vil fi1 ed ancl dm)Q~~d 

28 

16 
17,18,19 
20 

13 
14,15,16 
17 

18 

14 
15,16,17 
18 

19 

14 
15 
16 

17 16. Composition of civ~l general 
jurisdiction fil1ngs 

17. Composition of civil general 19 20 18 jurisdiction dispositions 28 __________________ ~ _____ - - - -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - 23 20 21 19 
18" Tort caseload 24 21 22 20 

1h' ~~~f~a~fa~:~e~~~:load ~~ ~~ ~~ ~1 
?.!: Real property rights caseload 29 27 24 25 23 
22. Domestic relations caseload _________ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -28 - - - - 25 26 24 
23. Estate caseload 30 26 27 25 
24. Mental heal th caseload 31 29 27 28 26 
25. Ci vil appeal s casel oad 3~ 47 29 27 
26. Civil trials. ~1 28. 30 28 
27. Criminal filed and disposed _-: ______ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - i 

28- co;p~sitio~ ~f-c;i;i~al ;e~e;al - - - - - - - - - - - 29 31 29 \ 
• jurisdiction filings 34 i 

29. Composition of criminal general 34 30 32 30 \ 
juri sdi cti on di sposi ti ons 32 31 33 31 

30. Felony caseload 35,36 33 32 34 32 
31. Mi,s deme/anior

d 
case 1 ~a~asel oad 34 33 35 :3 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ \! 

32. Fe onY m s emeano - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - :A- - - - - - -36 - - - - - - 34 
33: ordi~a~c; ;i~';tiQ~ ~a;eio;d- - - - ~~ 35 37 35 ~, 
34. Preliminary hearing caseload 37 36 38 36 I 
35. Criminal appeals caseload 37 39 37 
36. Type of disposition for criminal cases ~~,48 38,47 40 :8 ______ _ 
37. Criminal trials _______________ - - - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 40 39 41 39 
38. Traffic filed and disposed 41 40 42 40 
39. OWI/DUI case10ad 43 42 44 41 
40. Type of di spositi on for traffi c cases 48 47 45 '42 
41. Traffic trials . 44 43 46 43 42 Juvenile filed and disposed 42 _______________ - - - - - - - - - -
- : - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -4~ - - - - 44 47 44 
43. Crimi nal-type offense caseload 46 45 48 45 
44. Status offense caseload 47 46 49 46 
45, Non-offense case10ad 50 48, 49 50, 51 47,48 
46. Historical filing data 49, 

lAC = lntenr~diate Appellate Court 
COLR = Court of Last Resort 
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court system within the state, the jurisdiction 
and route of appeal for each court, the number of 
judges, and information on the types of trials. 

--A set of tables containing the case-related 
data received from each state court or court 
system. 

Summary Tables (Part I). Complete data from 
each state profile were transferred into summary 
tables designed to display the kinds of available 
data that could be aggregated. The surr~ary 
tables are divided into two major sect'ions 
(appellate and trial) to reflect the two major 
levels of courts. 

Appellate courts include both court$ of last 
resort (the final court or courts of appeal 
within a state) and intermediate appellate courts 
(the court or courts in which the primary work is 
the disposition of initial appeals received from 
trial courts of general jurisdiction or 
administrative agencies, and in wh'lch some 
decisions are subject to appeal or' review by a 
court of last resort). For purposes of 
displaying data, the courts of last resort have 
been divided into two groups: those in states 
with intermediate appellate courts and those in 
states without intermediate appellate courts. 
With few exceptions, this division conveniently 
separates courts of last resort according to 
whether they have almost comp'jete discretionary 
jurisdiction. Courts of last resort in states 
without intermediate appellate courts generally 
have little or no discretionary jurisdiction, 
although there are exceptions, such as Virginia 
and West Virginia. 

For purposes of this report, a trial court is 
considered to be a court of general jurisdiction 
if it meets one of the following criteria: 

--The individual state considers it a general 
jurisdiction court. 

--Felony cases are tried and felony sentences 
given for all types of felony cases. 

--The ~ges of the court are general 
jurisdiction court judges sitting on temporary 
assignment. 

All other trial courts are classifiei as 
limited or special jurisdiction courts. 

In the 1975 Annual Report, the states were 
arranged alphabetically 1n all summary tables. 
In 1976 the trial courts handling criminal cases 
were grouped according to the way in which 
criminal cases were counted in each court. In 
the 1979 report, a further evolution in the 
grouping of states has been added to all trial 
court case type tables (except juvenile) in order 
to place together those courts that have similar 
subject matter jurisdiction. Trial court case 
type tables are also arranged in this volume as 
follows: 

Complete state aata: 
1. Exclusive court jurisdiction: States 

where one court has exclusive case type 
juri sdiction. 

2. Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 
States where two or more courts have 
case type jurisdiction. 

Incomplete state data: 
3. States where one or more courts have 

case type jurisdiction, but complete 
data are not reported by one or more 
courts. 

Footnotes. Standard footnote headings 
specifying the completeness and quality of the 
data are used on all court profiles and will 
continue to be used in the Annual Report series. 
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Footnotes that contain necessary information on 
the quality of the data are inclUded on the 
.summary tables. If more information on the data 
presented in the summary tables is needed, the 
user should consult the individual court profiles 
where all footnotes are given. 

Data interpretation 

Several devices are used in the summary 
tables for analyzing the caseload data. The 
measures selected for use vary according to the 
data being analyzed and are explained in the face 
sheets accompanYing each group of summary tables 
under headings such as disposed cases as a 
percent of filed cases, end pending cases as a 
percent of filed cases, number and percent change 
in pending caseload, filed cases per unit of 
population, and filed and disposed cases per 
judge. 

In addition, estimates of national caseload 
totals are found on Tables 1 and 13. An 
explanation of the estimation procedure will be 
found in Appendix A. 

Continuing development of the series 

The Annual Report series is an evolving 
prodUct. It is anticipated that additions and 
refinements will be made to successive volumes in 
the series. Between 1975 and 1976, the amount of 
data contained in the report was greatly 
increased by the inclusion of data from all 
special and limited jurisdiction courts. In the 
1979 report, face sheets were added to the 
summary tables to explain the type and depth of 
analysis considered by the CSIM Project to be 
meaningful, given the quality and completeness of 
the data. In addition, over half the trial court 
tables were rearranged to group those states in 
which case category data could be comp3red. This 
kind of rearrangement will continue in succeeding 
volumes. As more is learned about the quality of 
the data, more specific suggestions will be given 
for their proper use, along with warnings to help 
avoid their abuse. Figure B presents a helpful 
cross-reference to summary tables in previous 
editions of this sel'ies. This will assist the 
User to locate similar information that may have 
been rearranged on the summary tables over the 
years. 

It is important to the long-term inprovement 
of the statistical series that these early 
volumes in the series be cir~ulated widely enough 
to encourage reader/user ideas and commentary, 
and that they be used as a vehicle for developing 
solutions to problems encountered during the 
statistical series production process. As each 
successive volume is published, the CSIM Project 
can consider the feedback subsequently received 
from users of the documents, thereby further 
enhancing succeeding volumes. During this 
process, the availability to future researchers 
of successive-year data compilations will 
preserve complete time series information. The 
drawbacks occasioned by limitations in data 
currently available are greatly outweighed by the 
importance of having data available for all years 
in the continuing statistical series. 

In order to improve the quality of data 
contained in future volumes of the Annual Re~ort 
series, the CSIM Project staff and COSCA cSI 
Committee will consider the feasibility of 
conducting audits of selected data from 
particular courts. It is anticipated that the 
combination of these "mini-audits" and technical 
assistance by project staff to states requesting 

, 
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an assessment of and assistance in improving 
their statistical report systems will 
systematically improve the validity and 
reliability of the data contained in the Annual 
Repoit seri es. ---

t should aiso be pointed out that for the 
second year, the data contained in this report 
are available in computer-readable form. There 
are five data sets: appellate caseload, trial 
caseload, criminal dispositions, civil 
dispositions, and traffic dispositions. These 
data sets were used to construct 37 of the 46 
summary tables. This year, Tables 10-12, 26, 
36-37, 40-41, and 46 were still compiled by 
hand. This number should get smaller in future 
years. 

This automation process has spotlighted the 
need for more specific information on 
SUbject-matter jurisdiction and disposition 
types. A Jurisdiction Guide is to be implemented 
in conjunction with the 1981 Annual Re~ort. This 
will be a valuable tool in the project s quest 
for presenting comparable data. 

As states gradually increase the quantity and 
quality of data available to the CSIM Project, 
the problems presently caused by incomplete data 
will decrease. Progressive improvements should 
be apparent to the reader of successive volumes 
in the series. 

Future analysis will not only describe court 
systems as they exist at the present time but 
w~ll also predict where they are going. The 
purpose will be to identify eXisting or 
developing problems and suggest solutions. 
Research proposed by the CSIM Project is not 
anticipated to be exhaustive, but will 
concentrate on those questions considered to be 
of greatest interest and importance to the courts 
and research communities. 

Dynamics of improvement 

Ideas and suggestions for improvement of this 
state court caseload statistical series have come 
fr~m many sources, and have provided the creative 
stimulus needed to assess current CSIM Project 
efforts constructively and to map future 
directions. 

Continuation of evolutionary improvement in 
this statistical series rests, ultimately, upon 
the ability of the CSIM Project to maintain a 
productive dialogue and flow of ideas among the 
producer-compilers of the Annual Report, its data 
sources, and its end users. Much improvement in 
state court statistics has already been achieved, 
but much remains to be done. 

Because of their importance and potential 
impact for improving the national statistical 
series on caseloads, the Model Annual ReEort and 
Model Statistical Dictionary need to be riefly 
described. 

During compilation of the State of the Art 
and the 1975 Annual Report, a staggerlng 
classificatlon problem resulted from the 
multitude of terms being used by the states to 
report their caseloads. The need for both a 
model annual report and a statistical dictionary 
of terms for court usage became obvious. These 
documents, published in 1980, are to be used as 
tools to assist the states in improving their 
statistics. Such improvement should eventually 
be reflected in future annual reports. 

The State Court Model Annual RerortS is a 
flexible working outline of critica ly needed, 
basic management data that should, as a minimum, 
be included in state court annual reports. The 
model identifies the kinds of data and the types 
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of display needed for caseload and other 
management. The State Court Model Stati stic"al 
Dictionary6 is a companlon document which 
provides co~non terminology, definitions, and 
usage for reporting civil, criminal, traffic, 
juvenile, and appellate caseload inventory and 
manner of disposition as presented in the model 
annual report. The classification structure and 
definitions serve as models of preferred 
terminology and meanings for purposes of 
statewide and national comparison. The first 
edition of the dictionary covers those data 
elements essential for classifying court caseload 
inventory and manner of di spositi on. A 
supplement to the dictionary, published in 1984, 
contains revisions of those terms that experience 
has demonstrated needed improvement, as well as 
additional data element sets for court caseflow 
(events in case processing) which are needed to 
determine status of pending cases. 

Both of these documents must be viewed as a 
logical first step in prom~ting comparable court 
statistics. They were not available to states in 
time to affect their reporti~g systems or the 
national Annual Reports before 1980. 
Nevertheless, thelr effect will be noticeable in 
each succeeding national-level Annual Report 
because the CSIM Project's technical assistance 
effort is interwoven with the Annual Report 
national statistical series. This is 
accomplished by helping states adopt the 
suggestions in the model ~nnual report and model 
statistical dictionary and by proactive 
identification of particular state systems that 
could benefit from technical assistance directed 
at helping resolve existing methodological 
problems of classification structure, 
terminology, definition of local data-reporting 
procedures, and data handling/transformation 
procedures. To the extent that such technical 
assistance suggestions are adopted, individual 
states directly benefit and the Annual Report 
national statistical series indirectly benefits. 

Future versions of the Model Annual Reeort 
and Model Statistical Dictionary wl11 conslder 
development of finer levels of detail, expansion 
of the classification structure, and addition of 
other significant information. 

State Court Organization, 19807 is also 
related to the annual report in that it contains 
the types of organizational information most 
often sought by court administrators and 
researchers. 

The Court Case M~na~ement Information Sfstem 
Manua1 8 was produced jOlntly by the Nationa 
Court Statistics Project (now CSIM) and the State 
Judicial Information Systems Project to provide a 
methodology for building a court information 
system that would provide the data needed for 
both daily court operations and longer-term case 
management, resource allocation, and strategic 
planning. 

The process of bUilding toward meaningful 
statistics takes time. Concurrently with 
expanding and refining the Annual Report national 
statistical series, the CSIM effort must 
encourage movement toward quality and precision 
in state court statistics. The necessarily 
long-term nature of this evolutionary process 
will contribute greatly to year-to-year 
improvements and enhancements of the statistical 
series. Given the complexity of the problems 
bei ng faced, buil di ng toward cOlilparabil i ty, 
quality assurance, and appropriate detail is a 
necessary incremental process. It is in this 
light that the CSIM Project presents the data and 
analysis contained in the Annual Report, 1980. 

5National Court Statistics Project, National 
Center for State Courts, State Court Model Annual 
Report (Williamsburg, VA,1980). 

6Nationa1 Court Statistics Project, National 
Center for State Courts, State Court Model 
Statistical Dictionarf (Washington, D.C.: U.S. 
Government Printing 0 fiee, 1980). 
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7See footnote 4, above. 

8See footnote 2, above. 
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Pari I 
1980 State court caseload summary statistics 

Appellate court summary statistics 

In this section, tables are presented to show 
the caseload of appellate courts in 1980. 
Appellate courts are subdivided into courts of 
last resort (the final court of appeal within a 
partic~lar state) and intermediate appellate courts 
(courts whose primary work is the disposition of 
initial appeals received from trial courts of gen
eral jurisdiction or administrative agencies, and 
whose decisions are usually subject to appeal or 
revi ew by a court of 1 ast. resort wi thi n a giVen 
state). For purposes o~ data presentation, in 
some tables, the courts of last resort have been 
divided further into courts of last resort in 
states with intermediate appellate courts and 
courts of last resort in states without 
intermediate appellate courts. 

Data presented in the following tables were 
compiled from all data that were available, both 
in annual reports and in unpublished data provided 
by individual appellate court clerks and state 
court administrators. 

Three factors restrict comparability from 
state to state of these appellate court caseload 
data. These are variation~ in court jurisdi~tion, 
variations in case classification, and variations 
in the way cases are counted. 

Major variation from state to state in court 
jurisdiction among appe11ate courts results from 
the kind and amount of discretionary jurisdiction 
over initial appeals granted to courts of last re
sort and to inte~ediate appellate courts. States 
havi ng both 1 evel s Ilf appell ate courts generally 
direct the more difficult appeals to the court of 
last resort. but these are not necessarily the same 
types of cases in every state. Similarly, trial 
courts of general jUrisdiction in sQme states have 
incidental appellate jurisdiction. These courts 
may recei ve a large porU on of the i niti a I appeals, 
while other states that do not assign appellate 
jurisdiction to general jurisdiction courts will 
have all of their appeals heard in the appellate 
courts. In these stateslthe appell ate courts wi 11 
have a much higher filirtg rate, but not necessarily 
more workload than in those states where appeals 
are heard in general jurisdiction courts. Another 
variation in appellate court jurisdiction is in 
the amount of discretio~ in jurisdiction granted 
to the court. 

The second major variation in appellate court 
data arises in the classification of cases. Some 
courts report only total filings with no 
indication as to the types of cases included or 
the proportion of the caseload each type accounts 
for. Other courts report only what they have 
deSignated as appealc. Still other courts 
classifY all types of cases by case category. 
Often definitions are not given for the case 
categories. The types of cases classified as 
appeals present~ difficult problem. Requests for 
bail pending a:1pul. requests for delayed appeal. 
and petitions '/;0 stay the lower court ruling pend-
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ing appeal generally are not considered appeals, 
but are counted as such in some courts. The ap
peals caseload will be inflated in these states. 
Comparison of appellate caseload is difficult be
cause of these kinds of variations in the classi
fication of the cases being counted. 

The final variation in appellate court case 
data results from differences in the point at 
which cases are counted, and how they are 
counted. Some courts count cases as soon as the 
notice of appeal is filed while others count them 
at a later event, such as the filing of the record 
or the filing of the appellant's brief. Courts 
may inflate or deflate their caseload by the way 
they count appeals of criminal convictions for two 
or more defendants, by whether cross appeals are 
counted as separate cases, and by the way they 
count appeals granted through discretionary 
jUrisdiction. Courts with discretionary 
jurisdiction sometimes report the total number of 
cases filed without distinguishing between 
mandatory and discretionary jurisdiction cases; or 
they separate mandatory and discretionary cases 
filed but do not indicate the number of requests 
for discretionary review granted; or they provide 
separate data for mandatory cases, discretionary 
jurisdiction granted, and discretionary 
jurisdiction denied; or they combine mandatory 
jurisdiction cases and cases accepted for review, 
but report separately the total number of peti
tions for review filed, resulting in double count
ing of granted petitions for review. 

In trying to deal with these many variations 
in case data, the Court Statistics and Information 
Management Project has presented as much 
information as possible about the caseload. The 
jurisdiction of each court is outlined briefly in 
the court system chart for each state located in 
Part II of this report. Also presented in each 
court statistical profile in Part II is any 
available information about case category 
classification or how and when cases are counted. 
Because the deciding of appeals is the primary 
function of the appellate courts, data on appeals 
should be separated from data on procedural mat
ters. The Significant differences in the defin
ition and classification of cases in appellate 
courts have led the CSIM staff to define appellate 
caseload to include as 'cases' any appeal, any 
original proceeding, any request to appeal, or any 
sentence review only case. 

The appellate tables that follow (Numbers 1 
through 12) are sequenced from the presentation of 
general data to more specific analytical tables. 
The tables present general caseload, various anal
yses of caseload, civil and c.riminal break-downs, 
and time-to-disposition of appeals. The last table 
(Table 12) presents a 5-year trend in filings for 
those states reporting total case data for 5 or 
more years. 
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TABLE 1: Reported and estimated national caseload for courts of last resort, intermediate 
appellate courts, and all appellate courts, 1980. 

Variations in court organization: 

All 50 states, the District of Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico have courts of last resort. Oklahoma 
and Texas have two courts of last resort, one 
that hears civil cases and one that hears 
criminal cases. 

Thirty two states have intermediate appellate 
courts. Four of these states have two 
intermediate appellate courts. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

Courts of last resort in states with 
intennediate appellate courts generally have wide 
discretion in setting their agenda. Most appeals 
are heard as a matter of ri ght by i ntermedi ate 
appellate courts and by courts of last resort in 
states without i ntermedi ate appell ate courts. 
(The courts of last resort in Virginia and West 
Virginia are exceptions.) 

Total case figures are not comparable from 
state to state without considering the mix of 
mandatory and d i screti onary appeal s heal'd by each 
court, and the variety of case types included in 
the jurisdiction of each court. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

Some states repol't total caSElS processed 
without any indication of case type. Other 
states include, in their reported caseload, only 
appeal s that were deci ded on the mel'its. Some 
appellate courts include all original 
proceedi ngs, wlti 1 e others repot't no ori gi nal 
proceedings. Some states do not distinguish 
cases, from motions or other procedural matters. 

This report defines "appellate case" to 
include any appeal, original proceeding, request 
to appeal, or sentence review only case. 

Sources of data for each court are found in the 
indivldual court profiles in Part II, and in 
Appendix B. 

Reported cases: 

The reported cases figures contain the 
reported cases that were 100% complete with no 
"j" footnotes. These data can be found in Tables 
2, 3, and 4. 

Percent of population represented: 

State population figures used for all 
appellate courts and courts of last resort are 
from the revised 1980 Bureau of Census figures 
and total 229,712,000 for the 50 states, the 
District of Columbia and PuertG Rico. Bureau of 
Census estimates for the population of the 32 
states with intermediate appellate courts in 15&0 
totaled 197,377,000. 

Estimated totals from Appendix A: 

These figures represent the estimated data 
from those states who reported '1 ess than compl ete 
data. The estimating equations can be found in 
Appendix A. 

Estimated national totals: 

Estimated national totals for 1980 are the 
cumulative totals of all reported data that were 
complete, plus the estimated data for each state 
not reporting complete data, This figure for 
"All appellate courts" is the sum of estimated 
national totals from "courts of last I'esort" and 
"intermediate appellate courts." The procedure 
used to est'imate incomplete 01' missing data is 
discussed in Appendix A. 

Estimated cases per judge: 

This measure is used to indicate the average 
number of cases filed for each appellate judge, 
and the number of cases in which each appellatE> 
judge participated in the disposition. 

There were 933 judges assigned to appellate 
courts in 1980: 352 in courts of last resort, 
and 581 in intermediate appellate courts. The 
estimated national totals in each of the 
categories were divided by the number of judges 
serving that level of court. 

Estimated cases per 100,000 population: 

This measure is used to indicate the 
frequency with which cases are filed and disposed 
in appellate courts. 

Estimated cases per 100,000 population were 
calculated by dividing the estimated national 
totals by the appropriate population figure, 
2,297.12 for all appellate courts and for courts 
of last resort, and 1,973.77 for intermediate 
appellate courts. 
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Examples of appropri.?te uses and techni ques: 

The estimates of total volume can be compared 
to the estimates of total volume of cases filed 
and disposed in trial courts in Table 13 to 
indicate how frequently cases are appealed to 
appellate courts. These figures may be compared 
to the caseload of federal appellatE> courts to 
indicate the proportion of appellate cases that 
are heard in the state court systems. 

Limitations on use: 

Data have been aggregated in order to make 
rough estimates of overall national totals, but 
due to the small sample size but this has been 
done without regard to definitions of case 
categories and units of count. The national 
estimates contained in this report should be 
viewed only as "ball-park" estimates, and not the 
exact volume of cases in state courts. 

II 

TABLE 1: 
Reported and estimated national caseload for courts of last resort, intermediate appellate 
courts, and all appellate courts, 1980. 
Estimated cases per judge and per 100,000 population. 

Reported and estimated case10ad 

All appellate courts 
Reported cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 
Number of states reporting complete data •••.•••••••••• 
Percent of population represented by complete data 
Estimated national totals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Courts of last resort 
Reported cases •••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 
Number of states reporting complete data •••••••••••••• 
Percent of population represented by complete data 
Percent of variance explained (R2) •••••••••••••••••••• 
Estimated totals from Appendix A ••••••.••••••••••••••• 
Estimated national totals ............................ . 

Intermediate appellate courts 
Reported cases ••.••••••.•••••••••••.•••..••••••••••••• 
Number of states reporting complete data .•••••••.••••• 
Percent of population represented by complete data 
Percent of variance explained (R2} •••••••••••••••••..• 
Estimated totals from Appendix A •••••••••••••••••.•••• 
Estimated national totals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estimated cases per judge 
All appellate courts ••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
Courts of last resort •••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 
Intermediate appellate courts ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estimated cases per 100,000 population 
All appellate courts ••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
Courts of last resort ................................ . 
Intermediate appellate courts ......................... . 

Fil ed 

147,333 
45 
80% 

171,000 

53,561 
46 
81% 
99% 

7,290 
61,000 

97,676 
30 
89% 
97% 

12,426 
110,000 

183 
173 
189 

74 
27 
56 

Disposed 

130,892 
44 
77% 

166,000 

49,262 
45 
78% 
99% 

8,301 
58,000 

97,428 
30 
92% 
97% 

10,561 
108,000 

178 
165 
186 

72 
25 
.55 

Note: Reported cases for all appellate courts is 
less than the sum of reported cases for 
courts of 1 ast resort and i ntermedi ate 
appellate courts due to the fact that 
states with more than one appellate court 
had to report complete data for all its 
appellate courts in order for this table 
to display total state appellate case10ad. 

A state with one court reporting complete 
data, and one court reporting incomplete 
data will not be reported in "All appellate 
courts" but will have the complete data 
from the one court reported in the 
appropriate section (i.e., either "Courts 
of last resort" or "Intermediate appellate 
courts"). 
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TABLE 2: Reported appellate court caseload for all appellate courts, 1980 

Variations in court organization: 

Appellate courts are subdivided into courts 
of last resort (the final court of appeal within 
a particular state) and intermediate appellate 
courts. This table presents data for both of 
these appellate court types. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

In some states, trial courts of general 
jurisdiction have incidental appellate 
jurisdiction. These courts may receive a large 
portion of the initial appeals, while other 
states that do not assign appellate jurisdiction 
to general jurisdiction courts will have all 
their appeals heard in appellate courts. In 
these states the appellate courts will have a 
much higher filing rate, but not necessarily more 
workload than those states hearing appeals in 
general jurisdiction courts. 

Sources of data: 

All appellate courts reported at least some 
case10ad inventory data for 1980. 

Data presented in this and the following 
tables were compiled from both annual reports and 
unpublished data provided by individual appellate 
court clerks and state court administrators. The 
sources of data for each court are shown in the 
individual court profiles in Part II and in 
Appendix 8. 

Reeorted national totals: 

The reported national totals include only 
data from states reporting complete data in the 
inventory categories for all courts in the 
state. 
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Number of states reeorting: 

Only those states that reported complete data 
for all appellate courts are included in this 
table. The term "state" in this and following 
tables includes the 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

Percent of population represented: 

State populations used for "all appellate 
courts" are the revised 1980 Bureau of Census 
figures and total 229,712,000 for the 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Dis~osed as a percent of filed. The 
statistlc indicates how well all the appellate 
courts in a state are disposing of cases that are 
filed. This figure may be somewhat dependent on 
the number of appellate judges, as well as the 
types of cases that can be appealed. A figure 
less than 100% indicates that the state appellate 
courts are not keeping up with their case10ad. A 
statistic greater than 100% indicates that the 
courts are beginning to reduce their pending 
caseload. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons should not be made among states 
before checking for similarities and differences 
among the states in the profil e secti on in Part 
II. When comparing the number of appeals filed 
and disposed among states, also consider the 
percent of the appeals that are discretionary 
(i.e., the number of requests to appeal handled 
by each state); the number of appellate courts in 
the state; whether there is an intermediate 
appellate court in the state; and the extent to 
which some appeals are heard at the trial level. 

~ 
J 

! 
I 
I 

TABLE 2: 
R~ported appellate co~rt caseload for all appellate courts, 1980. 
Disposed as a p~rcent of filmg. Number of courts of last resort and intermediate appellate courts. Reported 
national totals with number of states reporting and percent of population represented. 

All appellate courts Number of 

D1sposed 
courts 

State Begin as a 
Dis- End percent of Last Inter-pending Filed posed pending fil ed resort mediate Alabama •••••••••••••••••••• 706i 2,148i 2,019i 776i 94%i Alaska ••••••.••••••.•.••••. 1 2 

Arizona •••••••••••••••••.•• 
822 641 780 683 122% 1 1 Arkansas ••••••••••••••••• ~. 

1,550 3,352 3,144 1,758 94% 1 1 California ................. 
456 1,739 1,648 549 95% 1 1 

Colorado ••••••••••••••••••• 1,512 
18,337 18,716 102% 1 1 

Connecticut .•.•••.••••••••• 2,157 2,059 1,610 96% 1 1 
Delaware ••••••••••••••••••• 

876 797 868 805 109% 1 1 310 332 District of Columbia ••••••• 1,081 i 366 276 110% 1 0 
Florida •.• t •••••••••••••••• 

1,426 1,251 1,256i 88% 1 0 
Georgla •••••••••••••••••••• 

9,645 13,515 14,154 9,056 105% 1 1 
Hawai i ..................... 

401 3,611 3,645 186 101% 1 1 
Idaho •••••.••.•.•••••...••• 

711 678 554 835 82% 1 1 
Illinois ••••••••••••••••••• 

558 438 376 620 86% 1 0 
Indiana •••••••••••••••••••• 

5,347 8,064 7,568 5,843 94% 1 1 Iowa 709 1,583 1,792 500 113% 1 1 ....................... 1,044 2,080 1,970 1,168 Kansas •••••••••• 1III •••• t ••• ,. 95% 1 1 
Kentucky •• " •••••••••••••••• 

1,326 1,165 981 88% 1 1 
Louisiana •••••••••••••••••• 

1,185 3,000 2,790 1,395 93% 1 1 
Maine •••..••.•.••••• " .••••• 5,944 5,767 97% 1 1 
Maryland •••••..•••.••.••.•• 

257 565 415 407 74% 1 0 199 2,457. 2,126 Massachusetts •••••••••••••• 8ll i 404. 87% 1 1 1,5671 1,369 8531 Michigan ••••••••••••••••••• 7,830 6,710 1 1 
Minnesota •••••••••••••••••• 86% 1 1 
Mississieei •••••••••••••••• 419 960 954 1 0 Mlssourl •••..•••••..••••••• 425 99% 1 0 
Montana •••.••.••••••••..••• 

2,281 3,482 3,450 2,320 99% 1 1 
Nebraska ••••••••••••••••••• 494 510 103% 1 0 
Nevada ••••..••.••.•.••••••• 713 731 700 1 0 
New Hampshire •••••••••••••• 744 96% 1 0 
New Jersey •• ~ •••••••••••••• 

145. 599. 435 309. 73% 1 0 
New Mexico ••••••.•••••••••• 

5,8801 7,225 1 7,896 ~ 1 1 
New york ••••••••••••••••••• 1,147 1,108 97% 1 1 
North Carolina ••••••••••••• 1 2 
North Dakota ••••••••••••••• 88 294 257 1 1 ohio ....................... 125 87% 1 0 
Oklahoma ••••••••••••••••• ~. 10,844 10,436 96% 1 1 
Oregon •••••••••••.•.••••••• 2,943 2,344 80% 2 1 
Pennsylvania ••••••••••••••• 

1,697 4,270 4,096 1,872 96% 1 1 
Puerto Rico •••••••••••••••• 10,092 

1 2 
Rhode Island •••••••••••••• 

285 1,382 1,308 359 95% 1 0 
South Carol1na ••••••••••••• 

577 608 544 641 90% 1 0 
South Dakota ••••••••••••••• 921 

1 0 
Tennessee •••••••••••••••••• 

276 359 346 289 96% 1 0 Texas •.••••..•..••.•••.•.•• 
832 2,253 2,180 905 97% 1 2 

Utah ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
5,D18 8,906 7,824 6,083 88% 2 1 

Vermont •••••.•••••••••••••• 651 638 98% 1 0 
Vlrginia •••.•••••.•••••.••• 

350 476 468 358 98% -} 0 857 2,091 1,895 1,041 91% Washi ngton •.•.•••••.••••.•• 2,395 3,519 1 0 
West Virginia •••••••••••••• 2,942 2,886 84% 1 1 1,262 1,145 91% 1 Wisconsin ••••••..••.••••••• l,157i 2,970 2,831i l,282i 0 
Wyoming •••••••••••••••••••• 77 207 183 1 1 Reported nat10nai total sit .. 41,592 147,333 101 88% 1 0 130,892 45,534 Number states report i ng* ••• 31 45 44 54 36 
Percent of popUlation 32 

~ '" reeresented* ............. 45% 80% ,77% 47% , 
(continued on next page) 

~ 
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TABLE 2: 
Reported appellate court caseload for all appellate courts, 1980. (continued) 

Note: For inclusion on this table, a case is defined 
as any appeal, original proceeding, request to 
appeal, or sentence review only case. All 
available data are entered in the table and 
all appropriate calculations are included. 
Blank spaces indicate that either the data 
were unavailable or less than 90% complete, or 
the calculations were inappropriate. Data 
from Minnesota, Nebraska, New York and North 
Carolina were either totally missing, or 
substantially incomplete. 

iData are incomplete: 
Alabama--Total cases in the Court of Criminal 

Appeals do not include petitions disposed of in 
the clerk's office at the direction of the 
Court. 

District of Columbia--Pending data do not include 
disciplinary cases. 

Massachusetts--Pending and filed figures for the 
Supreme Judicial Court do not include cases 

heard in "single justice sessions." 
New Jel'sey--Supreme Court--Total cases filed and 

pending do not include all requests to appeal. 
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Wisconsin--The disposed and pending figures for 
the Supreme Court do not include miscellaneous 

original jurisdiction cases. 

*Reported national totals: 
The reported national totals include only data 

for states reporting data in the caseload 
category for all courts in the state. Only' 
complete data were inclUded in the national 
totals. Figures marked with an "i" footnote 
were not included. 

*Number of states reporting: 
Reported cases for courts of last resort and 

"all appellate courts" are from the 50 
states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico. Reported cases for intermediate 
appellate courts are from the 30 states with 
intermediate appellate courts. 

*Percent of population represented: 
State populations used for courts of la5~ F€Stlrt 

and "all appellate courts· are the revlsed 
1979 Bureau of Census estimates and total 
229,712,000 for the 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

TABLE 3: Detailed caseload categories for courts of last resort, 1980. 

TABLE 4: Detailed caseload categories for intermediate appellate courts, 1980. 

Variations_in court organization: 

Table 3 contains caseload inventory by case 
type for the courts of last resort in the 50 
states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

Tab7(e 4· contains caseload inventory by case 
type fOl" the i nte~rmedi ate appell ate courts in the 
32 state's that have intermediate appellate courts. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

Major variation from state to state results 
from the kind of discretionary jurisdiction 
granted to courts of last resort and to 
intermediate appellate courts. States having 
both levels. of appellate courts generally direct 
the most difficult appeals to the courts of last 
resort, but the~.e are not necessari ly the same 
types of cases in every state. 

Although most courts of last resort, have 
jurisdiction over original proceedings, 
disciplinary, advisory opinion, and request to 
appeal cases. intermedi ate appell ate courts 
rarely hear these types of cases. The individual 
state profiles broadly outline the specific 
jurisdiction of each court. 

These variations in jurisdiction make 
caseload comparisons among appellate courts 
extremely difficult. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

The classification used by each state will be 
found in the pertinent state profile in Part II. 

This report defines "appellate case" to 
include any appeal, original proceeding, request 
to appeal, or sentence review only case, and 
where pOSSible, has placed each state's case data 
within these case classifications. 

Some states report total cases processed 
without any indication as to the type of 
proceeding. Other states inclUde in their 
caseload only appeals that were decided on the 
merits. Some appellate courts include all 
original proceedings, while others report none. 
Some states do not distingUish cases from 
procedural matters such as motions for rehearing. 

Classification of the same type of proceeding 
varies from state to state. For example, habeas 
corpus may be reported as a separate category, or 
it may be subsumed in appeals, original 
proceedings, or motions. 

Sources of data for each court are found in the 
individual state profiles in Part II, and in 
Appendix B. 

Reported national totals: 

The reported national totals for courts of 
last resort (i.e., Table 3) and intermediate 
appellate courts (i.e., Table 4) include only 
data for states reporting complete data in the 
caseload category. 

The number of requests to appeal granted that 
appear in parentheses were not included in the 
totals to avoid double counting (see footnote 
lieU). 

Number of states reporting for courts of last 
resort: 

Reported cases for appeals and total cases 
are from the states that reported complete 
appeals data. Reported cases for original 
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proceedings and requests to appeal are from the 
50 states handling original proceedings and 48 
states handling requests to appeal that reported 
compl ete data for each of these categor'i es. 

The term "state" in this and following 
appellate tables includes the 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

Number of states reporting for intermediate 
appellate courts: 

Reported cases for appeals and total cases 
are from the 32 states with intermediate 
appellate courts that reported complete appeals 
data. Reported cases for original proceedings 
and requests to appeal are from the 23 states 
handling these types of cases that reported 
complete data for each of these categories. 

Percent of population repres~nted for courts of 
last resort: 

State populations used are the Bureau of 
Census CO!lnts for 1980 and total 229,712,000 for 
the 50 !.tates, the District of Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico. The total population is 219,657,000 
for the 50 states handling original proceedings 
and 225,235,000 for the 48 states handling 
requests to appeal. 

Percent of population represented for 
intermediate appellate courts: 

State populations used are the Bureau of 
Census counts for 1980 and total 197,377,000 for 
the 32 states with intermediate appellate 
courts. The total population is 150,718,000 for 
the 23 states handling original proceedings and 
136,870,000 for the 23 states handling requests 
to appeal. The percent of popUlation represented 
for each caseload category is based on the total 
population figure for states where the category 
is relevant. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Although these tables are designed primarily 
to display total caseload data, they may also be 
used for some analysis. Comparisons may be made 
between caseload figures of courts of similar 
type, for example, between the number of 
mandatory appeals filed in courts of last resort, 
and those filed in intermediate appellate courts. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons should not be made among states 
before checking for similarities and differences 
among the states in the profile section in Part 
II. Before total figures are compared, check to 
be certain that all courts are of the same type 
and have jUrisdiction over and reported data from 
the same types of cases. Comparisons should not 
be made between courts of last resort and 
intermediate appellate courts, or between courts 
of last resort with and without intermediate 
appellate courts. Within comparable groups of 
courts, it may be safer to make comparisons of 
types of cases than of the total caseload. When 
comparing the number of appeals filed, disposed, 
or pending among states, also consider the 
percent of the appeals that are discretionary 
(numbers in parentheses) and the number of 
requests to appeal handled by each state. 
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.,. TABLE3: 
l;i 

Detailed caseload categories for courts of last resort, 1980. I 
" 

~ 
lJ Appeals, original proceedings, requests to appeal, sentence review only, and total cases. Reported national totals with 

IJ 
number of states reporting and percent of population represented. 

l' 
'~ Begin pending Fl1ed 

VI 0 >, VI VI 0 ~ 
VI 

C> ..... ~ 
., C> ..... ., 

c: c: VI c: c: VI 

r;u:o VI .,0 '" ~.~ VI "0 '" VI ..... U U VI "'''0 ..... U U 
c:., VI~ c:x ';;; c: ., VI~ c: X 

'" 
.~ ., .,'" .,., 

~ 
.~ ., .,'" .,., ';;; 

QI :»u :::!C1J .... - '" 
., O>U :::!C1J ...... ~ 

0. .~ 0 0' 0. c: > ..... 0. .~ 0 0' 0. c: > .... 
State and court title 0. t.. t.. .,0. CIICII ~ 0. t..t.. ClIO. CII CII ~ ..: 00. ~'" Vlt.. ..: 00. ",10 Vlt.. ; 

1 

Al abama--Supreme Court ................... 0 0 0 0 436 59)e 1043 306 946 59)e! 
Alaska--Supreme court •••••••••••••••••••• 546 7 54 39 646 357 23 139 53 572 
Arizona--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 73 17 61 151 265 316 559 1,140 I 
Arkansas--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 123 16 NH 139 583 173 NH 756 ! 
California--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 22 (104)e 758 (113)e 3,183 3.963 (113)e l 

Colorado--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• X X X 414 275 328 347 950 I 
Connecticut--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 676 15 691 558 117 675 ! 

De 1 aware--Supreme Court .................. 296 14 NH 310 322. 10 NH 332 
District of Columbia--Court of Appeals ••• X X X l,OBli 1,287~ 139 (j) i 1,426 
Florida--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• X X X 1.403 1661 518i 814 1,714 
Georgia--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 235 NH 166 401 706 {l94je NH 874 1,580 (194)e . 
Hawa i i --Supreme Court .................... 704 7 711 387 29 416 
Idaho--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 548 10 558 402 36 438 
Illinois--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 196 13 214 423 106 (178)e 131 (13)e 1,224 1.461 (l91)e. 
Indiana--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• X X X 109 X ! 23)ei X X 646 ! 23)e1 
Iowa--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••• X X X X 968 23je X X X 1,620 2W 
Kansas--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• , 207 207i 208 ! 20)e 41 161 410 ( 20)e: 
Kentucky--Suprerr~ Court •••••••••••••••••• X X 89 241 135 131)e 62 536 733 (131)e ' 
Louisiana--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 661j (549)e 91j 2,319 3,071 (549)e: 
Haine--Supreme Judicial Court •••••••••••• 236 ° NH 21 257 513 1 NH 51 S65 , 
Haryland--Court of Appeals ••••••••••••••• 40 0 0 40 46

i 
(l2lje 24 495 565 (12W 

Hassachusetts--Supreme Judicial Court •••• 134i 134i 357 357i 

Hichi9an--Supreme Court· 1•·••·••••·•••••• X X X 809 X ( B4)e 47 1,803 l,B50 ( B4)e 
Hinnesota--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 
Hississippi--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 411 8 419 750 210 960 
M1ssour1--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 81 X X 128 180. 263 393 836 
Hontana--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 381J 113j (j) 494 
Nebraska--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 443j (j) 443i 741j (j) 741 i 
Nevada--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• X X X 713 512 211 8 731 
New Hampshire--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• X X X 145 567j 32 ~Hl 599 ! 
New Jersey--Supreme court •••••••••••••••• 122 22 30}l 4511 68 {l64je 57 1,1041 (164je ! 
New Hexico--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• X X X 118 259 110 208 577 I 
New York--Court of Appeals ••••••••••••••• 653 (116)e l,852i 2,505i (116)ei; 
North Carolina--Supreme Court •••••••••••• X X 19i 154 ( 88)e ( l)e 5971 751 i ( 89 )ei, 
North Dakota--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 88 0 0 8B 270 17 7 294 ; 
Ohi o--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 117 (1681e 182 1,565 I, 864 (168je-! 
Oklahoma--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• X X Xi X 2,383i 1.B65 ( 57 e X 143i X 2,447 ( 57)e 

Supreme Court .......................... X X l,903i 1,493 ( 33r X 143 1,636 ( 33)e 
Court of Criminal Appeals .............. X X X X 480 372 ( 24 e X X X 811 ( 24)e 

Oregon--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• X X 92 164 12 p24r 194 628 834 P24le 
Pennsylvania--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 758147 e X 1,016 I, 774147 e 
Puerto Rico--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 103 22 160 285 284 38 1,060 1,382 
Rhode lsland--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 480 20 77 577 420 49 139 608 
South Carolina--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 906 15 921 
South Dakota--Su~reme Court •••••••••••••• X X X 276 311 20 28 359 
Tennessee--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 99 NH m 241 131 ( 7W NF: 602 733 ( 78)" 
Texas--STATE TOTAL ....................... 3,293 0 246 3,539 3,048 !264r 4 (15)e 3,233 6,285 ~279t 

Supreme Court ••••••••••••• , ............ 55 0 198 NH 253 19 81 e 4 (15le 991 1,014 96 e ' 
Court of Criminal Appeals •••••••••••••• 3,23B NH 48 3,286 3,029 (183)e NH 2,242 5.271 ( 18W:' 

Utah--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 621 29 651 
Vermont--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 349 1 350 462 14 476 
Virginia--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 217 79 561 857 X (234)e X X 2,091 (234)1! : 
Washington--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 17} 20 145 342 134 72 561 767 
West Vlrginia--Supreme Court of Appeals •• 

4i 112i 
o (364)e 795 467 1,262 (364)e, 

Wisconsin--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 108 X 579 104 683 
I Hloming--su~reme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 75 ,. 2 NH 77 183 24 NH 207 

Reported na lonal totals* •••••••••••••••• 9,926 258 2,022 60 16,590 21,635 4,866 21,978 104 53,561 I 

Number of states reporting* •••••••••••••• 27 20 16 2 34 45 38 27 2 46 
Percent of po~ulation re~resented* ••••••• 41% 31% 31% 52~ 8U: 65% 62~ 81% 
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160 23 NH 

,342 3,549 20,320 119 38 29 26 3 
16% 58:t 64:1: 

--
VI 
CII 
VI 

'" U ., 
~ ., 
'" QI ..... 0. 
~ 0. 

0< 

fljf \ 59)1: 0 
762 392 

1,110 llO 
684 196 

3,711 (217)e 
893 X 
671 681 
366 265 

1,251 X 
2,374 X 
1,614 (194)e 11 

519 601 
376 609 

1,415 (191)e 209 
626 f 23)ei X 

1,573 23)e X 
436 ( 20le 115 
659 (131 e X 

3,077 (549)e 
415 365 
~~~ (l2l)e 47 

125i 
1.517 ( 84)e X 

954 415 
777 110 
510 
6511 530J 
700 X 
435 X 

1, 421 (164 je 131 
530 ( x)e X 

2,239i (116)e 
5551 ( 87)ei X 
257 125 

1,847 (16S)e 
l,B58 ( 57)e X 
1,238 ( 33)e X 

620 ( 24)e X 
786 p2W X 

X 14t!· 
1,308 126 

544 543 

346 X 
m \ ~~I: 87 

5,396 [296)e 4,053 
1,018 113)e 42 
4,378 (183)e 4,011 

638 
468 355 

I, B95 (Z341" 263 
791 132 

1,145 (397)e 
610i 135 
183 98 

49,262 10, 703 
45 27 
78% 41% 

End ~endin!1 

VI 0 
C> .... 
C 

~.~ VI 
""c .... 
CQI VI~ 
.~ ., CIllO c>u ::I ., 
.~ 0 0' 0. 
t.. t.. ClIO. 
00. ~'" 

0 0 
9 43 

34 37 
17 NH 

X X 
14 

11 NH 
X X 
X X 

NR 175 
7 

11 
23 237 
X X 
X X 

22 12 
X 184 

0 Nfl 
0 0 

X X 

10 
X X 

(j) 
X X 
X X 

25 2111 
X X 

X 
0 0 

X Xi 
X 
X h 
X 86 

19 214 
14 84 

X X 
NH 142 
0 358 
0 190 

NH 168 

3 
119 659 
21 123 

13i 
3 NH 

342 2.368 
21 17 
32~ 32% 

21 

>, VI 
CII 
VI 
10 
U 

C 
ClIO 
u 
C X 
CIICII ..... ~ 
c: > 
CII CII 
Vlt.. 

12 

X 

42 

X 

X 

4 
o 

56 
81 
13 

1 
2 

4 
6 

71 
95 

27 6 
6i 
2 
6 
8 

1,25 
74 
18 
60 
62 ° 9 46 
12 9 

9 
9 
5 

1,02 
14 
31 

40 
4 

12 
1,14 

7 
7 
5i 
2 

425 
194 

530 
744 
309 
367 
165 

24 
125 

2,94B 
2,?68i 

GBO 
213 

359 
641 

289 
229 

4,411 
232 

4,179 

358 
1,041 

276 

148i 
101 

54 18,016 
2 35 

53% 

Note: For inclusion on this table, a case 
is defined as any appeal. orfginal 
proceeding. request to appeal. or 
sentence revfew only case. All 
available data are entered in the 
table. Blank space~ indicate that 
the data were unavailable, or less 
than 90% complete. 

NH w This case type is not handled in this 
court. 

X • The data for this case type are known 
to be inclUded in the total, but were 

e unavailable by category. 
Cases are not Included in the total to 

avoid double counting: 
A request to ~ppeal granted is not 

counted as a disposed request to 
appea 1 or as a fil ed appea 1. It is 
counted as a disposition only when 
the resulting appeal is disposed. The 
numbers of requests to appeal granted 
are the figures appearing in 
parentheses. These numbers Were not 

i included in any of the calCUlations 
Data are incomplete: • 

Oistrict of Columbia--Court of 
A~peals-- Original proceedings 
d1sposed cases do not include 
original jurisdiction cases. Pending 
data do not include disciplinary 
cases. 

Florida--Supreme Court--Filed and 
disposed appeals, original 
proceedings and requests to appeal 
exclude 216 filed and 214 disposed 
cases that could not be identified by 
case type. 

Indi ana--Supreme Court--The number of 
criminal petitions to transfer 
granted were unavailable. 

Kansas--Supreme Court--Total pending 
cases do not include original 
proceedings or requests to appeal. 

Hassachusetts--Supreme Judicial Court-
Pending and filed appeals do not 

include "single justice sessions " 
Hinnesota--Supreme Court--Data Were • 

unavailable for 1980. 
Nebraska--Supreme Court--Total cases 

figures do not include requests to 
appeal. 

New JerseY--Supreme Court--Filed and 
pending requests to appeal and total 
cases do not include motions for 
direct certification and motions for 
leave to appeal. 

New Vork--Court of Appeals-- Requests 
to appeal and total cases filed and 
disposed do not inclUde civil 
requests to appeal or other motions. 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 3: 
Detailed caseload categories for courts of last resort, 1980. (continued) 

North Carolina--Supreme Court--Total pending cases do not 
include any requests to appeal. Filed and disposed 
requests to appeal and total cases do not include cases 
involving substantial constitutional questions, and a 
variety of other requests to appeal subcategories. 

Oklahoma--Supreme Court--Pending data do not include 
certiorari cases. 

Wisconsin--Supreme Court-- Original proceedings and total 
cases disposed and pending do not include miscellaneous 

. original jurisdiction cases. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Alabama--Supreme Court--The figures for original proceedings 
filed and disposed include some appeals. 

Oistrict of Co1umbia--Court of Appeals-- Appeals include 
requests to appeal. 

Louisiana--Supreme Court-- Appeals filed include a few habeas 
corpus original jurisdiction cases. 

Montana--Supreme Court-- Requests to appeal filed could not 
be separated from appeals and original proceedings. 

Nebraska--Supreme Court-- Appeals include a minimal number of 
original proceedings. 

New Hampshire--Supreme Court-- Requests to appeal are 
included in the appeal figure. 

*Reported national totals: 
The reported national totals included only data for states 

reporting data in the caseload category for all courts in 
the state. Only complete data were included in the 
national totals. Figures marked with an "i" footnote were 
not included; those marked with a "j" were included. The 
numbers of request to appeal granted that appear in 
parentheses were not included in the totals to avoid double 
counting (see footnote "e"). 

*Number of states reporting: 
Reported cases for appeals and total cases are from the 50 

states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Reported cases from original proceedings and requests to 
appeal are from the 49 states and 47 states handling 
original proceedings and request to appeal, respectively. 

*Percent of population represented: 

22 

State populations used are the 1980 Bureau of Census 
reports, and total 229,712,000 from the 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. The total 
population is 219,657,000 for the 50 states handling 
original proceedings and 225,235,000 for the 48 states 
handling requests to appeal. 
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.r \ TABLE 4: 

\~ 
\ Detai/ed case/oad categories for intermediate appellate courts, 1980. --1 \ 

~ Appeals, original proceedings, requests to appeal, and total cases. Reported national totals with number of states reporting and percent of population represented 
~ 1 

Begin Filed Disposed End 
(!ending !!ending 

III 0 III III 0 III III 0 III III 0 '" '" ... OJ CI ... OJ '" ... OJ CI ... OJ C III C III C III C III r;;:c; III "' ~ .... III '" .... .... III '" ';o~ III '" III ... U III "'''0 ... U III "'''0 ... U III ... U C OJ III .... C OJ "' .... .... c OJ III .... .... COJ III .... 

'" -OJ 
OJ '" .... '" .... OJ OJ'" .... '" 

._ OJ 

OJ '" .... '" 
._ OJ 

OJ", ';;; OJ ClU "'OJ '" OJ ClU 
'" OJ '" OJ ClU "'OJ '" OJ ClU 

'" OJ 0. 
._ 0 

cr 0. ... 0. 
._ 0 

cr 0. ... 0. _0 cr 0. ... 0. 
._ 0 

cr 0. ... 
State and court title 0. '-'- OJ 0. ~ 0. '- '- OJ 0. ~ 

0. '-'- OJ 0. 
~ 

0. '-'- OJ 0. ~ c:c 00. .,,'" c:c 00. .,,'" c:c 00. .,,'" c:c 00. IX'" 

Alabama--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••• 706j 706i 1,302j 1,3D2i 1,026j 206 l,232i 776j 776i 
Court of Ci vii Appeals ........... 204 204. 464. 464. 429 429 239 239 
Court of Criminal Appeals •••••••• 502j (j) (j) 5021 838J (j) (j) 8381 579j 206 (j) 803i 537j (j) (j) 537i .. Alaska--Court of Appeals ••••••••••• 138 0 2 176 40 0 16 69 5 0 7 18 173 0 11 227 

Arizona--Court of Appeals •••••••••• 1,330 69 NH 1,399 1,957 255 NH 2,212 1,757 277 NH 2,034 1,530 47 NH 1,577 
Arkansas--Court of Appeals ••••••••• 314 3 NH 317. 925 58 NH 983 905 59 NH 964 334 2 NH 336 
California--Courts of Appeal ••••••• 6,319 NH 6,3191 8,835 5,539 NH 14,474 9,6BO 5,325 NH 15,005 7,462 NH 7,462i 
Colorado--Court of Appeals ••••••••• NH 1,098 1,194 NH 1,207 NH 1,166 NH 1,139 

Connecticut--Appellate Session of 
Superi or Cour't .................. 185 NH NH 185 122 NH NH 122 197 NH NH 197 110 NH NH 110 

Florida--District Courts 
of Appeal ....................... 8,242 10,396 960 445 11,801 10,497 809 474 11,780 8,314 

Georgia--Court of Appeals •••••••••• 0 0 0 0 X X 416 2,031 X X X 2,031 0 0 0 0 

I\:) Hawaii--Intermediate Court of 
~ Appeals .......................... 0 NH NH 0 262 NH NH 262 35 NH NH 35 227 NH NH 227 

Illinois--Appellate Court •••••••••• 4,924 NH NH 4,924 6,603 NH NH 6,603 6,153 NH NH 6,153 5,374 NH NH 5,374 
Indiana--Court of Appeals •••••••••• 600 NH 600 937. NH 937 1,166 NH 1,166 371. NH 371 
Iowa--Court of Appeals ••••••••••••• 76j NH NH 76 460J NH NH 460 390 NH NH 397 139J NH NH 139 
Kansas--Court of Appeals ••••••••••• 645 645 916 916 729 729 832 832 
Kentucky--Court of Appeals ••••••••• 919 18 7 944 2,111 108 48 2,267 1,974 107 50 2,131 1,056 19 5 l,OBO 
Louisiana--Courts of Appeal ••••••• X X 1,147 2,417 456 2,873 2,236 454 2,690 X X 1,346 

-Maryland--Court of Special Appeals. 159 0 159 l,785(10)e 107 l,892(10)e 1,473 95(10)e l,568(10)e 357 0 357 
Massachusetts--Appeals Court ••••••• 677 677 1,210 1,210 1,041 1,041 728 72B 
Hichigan--Court of Appeals ••••••••• 4,203 X X 5,980 X X X 5,193 ., 
Missouri--Court of Appeals ••••••••• 2.H)~1 X X 2,153 2,lBO 465 1 2,646 2,213 X X 2,673 2,075 X X 2,126 
New Jersey--Appellate Division 

of Superior Court ••••••••••••• 5,380 49 5,429 5,OB5 1,036 6,121 5,431 1,038 6,469 5,034 47 5,081 
New Hexico--Court of Appeals ••••••• 570 570 578 578 

New York--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••• 10,817j (j) 10,817i 10,91Sj 105j 11,020 
Appellate Divisions of the 

8,630j (j) 8,6301 9,341j lOSj Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 9,466 
Appellate Term.> of the 

Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
North Carolina--Court of Appeals ... 

2,187 
l,220(51)e 2 508 

2,187 l,S74. I,S74 
l,730(Sl)e l,293J (j) 477(51)e I, nO( 51)e 

Ohio--Court of Appeals ••••••••••••• 4,650 259 NH 4,909 8,297 683 NH 8,980 7,995 594 NH 8,589 4,943 347 NH 5,290 
Oklahoma--Court of Appeals ••••••••• 163 NH 163i 369(28)e NH 129 496(28)e 362 NH 124(28)e 486(28)e 170 NH 170i 
Oregon--Court of Appeals ••••••••••• 1,533 NH NH 1,533 3,436 NH NH 3,436 3,310 NH NH 3,310

1 
1,659 NH NH 1,659 

Pennsylvanla--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• 7,489 829 8,318 2,701 (i) 2,701 
Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••• 4,523 4,523 

(1 ) 2,7011 Commonwealth Court ••••••••••••••• 2,966 829 3,795 2,701 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••• 298 X 591 1,510 1,520 7411 X 1,435 3631 X 676 
Court of Appeals ••••••••••••••••• 298 NH 298 806 NH 806 741 NH 741 363 NH 363 
Court of Criminal Appeals •••••••• X X 293 704 X 714 X X 694 X X 313 

Texas--Courts of Civil Appeals ••••• 1,479 NH 1,479 2,621 fill 2,621 2,428 NH 2,428 1,672 NH 1,672 
Washington--Court of Appeals ••••••• 1,922 80 51 2,053 2,251 313 188 2,752 1,741 244 166 2,151 2,404 133 73 2,610 
Wisconsin--Court of Appe~)s.~ .. ~ ... 1,031 14 0 1,045 2,06Sj 222 (j) 2,287 2,Ol6J 205 W 2,221 l,106J 28 (j) 1,134 • 
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/lumber of states reporti ng* •••••••• 
Percent of population represented*. 

.lO,:J:JD 

24 
68% 

Hi~ 

7 
22% 

- j!i,illl 
24 

61% 

!i.:i.88~ 
31 

97% 

9.11!lU l.B!!'! 
13 10 

59% 36% 

Note: For inclusion on this table, a case is defined as any appeal, original 
proceeding, request to appeal or sentence review only case. Total cases 
include sentence review only cases. All available data are entered in 
the table. Blank spaces indicate that the data were unavailable, or less than 90% complete. 

NH = This case type is not handled in this court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
A request to appeal granted is not counted as a disposed request to app~al or as 

a filed appeal. It is counted as a disposition only when the resulting appeal is di sposed. 
The numbers of requests to appeal granted are the number's appearing in 

parentheses in the table. These numbers are not included in the calculated . national totals. 
'Oata is incomplete: 

Alabama--Court of Criminal Aopeals--Total cases do not include petitions disposed 
of in the clerk's office at the direction of the Court. 

California--Total pending cases figures do not include original proceedings. 
New York--Appellate Divisions of the Supreme Court--Total cases filed do not 

include all original proceedings. 
Dklahoma--Court of Appeals--Total pending do not include certiorari cases. 
Pennsylvania--Commonwedlth Court--Total casas disposed do not include any original proceedings. 
Wisconsin--Total begin pending cases do not include requ~sts to appeal. 

, I 

':11,0/0 
30 

89% 

80,241 
28 

89% 

8,:3liS 2,431 
12 8 

58% 28% 

97,428 -
30 

92% 

38,532 
23 

66% 

576 
8 

23% 

136 
6 

18% 

42,405 
24 

61% 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Alabama--Court of Criminal Appeals--Pending and filed appeal data include 

original proceedi~gs and requests to appeal. Disposed appeal data includes requests to appeal. 
Iowa--Court of Appeals--Total appeals filed and pending include sentence review only cases. 

New York--Appellate Divisions ot the Supreme Court--Filed and disposed appeals 
include an unknown number of original proceedings. 

North Carolina--Disposed appeals include originial proceedings. 
Wisconsin--Court of Appeals--Filed, disposed and end pending appeals include requests to appeal. 

*Reported national totals: 
The reported national totals include only data for states reporting data in the 

caseload category for all Courts in the state. Only complete data were included 
in the national totals. Figures marked with an "i" footnote were not included; 
those marked with a "j" were included. The number of requests to appeal granted 
that appear in parentheses were not included in the totals to avoid double counting (see footnote "e"). 

*N'lmber of states reporting: 
Reported cases for appeals and total cases are from the 32 states with 

ir.termediate appellate courts. Reported cases for original proceedings and 
requests to appeal are from the 23 states and 23 states, respectiVely, handling each case type. 

*Percent of population represented: 
State populations used are the 1980 Bureau of Census report, and total 

197,377,000 for the 3~ states with intermediate appellate courts. The total 
population is 150,708,000 for the 23 states handling original proceedings and 
136,870,000 for the 23 states handling requests to appeal. The percent 
of population represented for each caseload category is based on these total population figures. 
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TABLE 5: Caseload for appeals and requests to appeal (civil and criminal) and total cases 
for courts of last resort, 1980. 

TABLE 6: Caseload for appeals and requests to appeal (civil and criminal) and total cases 
for intermediate appellate courts, 1980. 

Variations in court organization: 

Tables 5 and 6 display a portion of the data 
displayed in Tables 3 and 4. and the same 
variations in court organization apply. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

Tables 5 and 6 display a portion of the data 
displayed in Tables 3 and 4. and the same 
variations in subject matter jurisdiction apply. 

Variations in case classifications and 
definitions: 

The total cases column in Tables 5 and 6 is 
the same as in Tables 3 and 4. and includes all 
appeals. original jurisdiction cases. requests to 
appeal. and sentence review only cases. Only two 
case types--appeals and requests to appeal--are 
displayed in Tables 5 and 6. both separated. 
where data were available. into civil and 
criminal categories. 

These tables indicate that a significant 
minority of states fail to break down appeals 
into even the most general case types--civil and 
criminal. 

The sum of civil and criminal cases may not 
add up to the figures shown for appeals and 
requests to appeals in Tables 3 and 4 because 
other types of appeals and requests to appeal may 
be included in the total cases. (See the 
pertinent state profile in Part II for this 
information.) 

The types of cases classified as appeals 
present a particular problem. Hatters such as 
requests for bail pending appeal. requests for 
delayed appeal, and petitions to stay the lower 
court ruling pending appeal generally are not 
considered appeals. but are counted as such in 
some courts. inflating the appellate caseload in 
those states. 

Courts with discretionary jurisdiction 
sometimes report the total number of cases filed 
without distinguishing between mandatory and 
discreti onary cases; or they separate mandatory 
and discretionary cases filed but do not indicate 
the number of requests for discretionary review 

Preceding page blank 27 

granted. Some provide separate data for 
mandatory cases, discretionary review granted, 
and discretionary review denied, while others 
combine mandatory cases and cases accepted for 
review, but report separately the number of 
petitions for review filed, resulting in double 
counting of granted petitions for review. 

Sources of data for each court are found in the 
individual profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Although these tables are designed primarily 
to display the breakdown of appellate caseloads 
into the civil and criminal case types, they may 
also be used for some analysis. The ratio of 
civil to criminal appeals may be calculated for 
any court. These ratios may be compared between 
courts of similar type. The ratio of civil 
appeals to civil requests to appeal may be 
calculated and compared to the ratio of criminal 
appeals to criminal requests to appeal. 

Limitations on use: 

Although cases are identified as being civil 
or criminal on this table, the definitions used 
by the courts to make this distinction may 
differ. One court may include juvenile appeals. 
and appeals of administrative agency cases in its 
civil appeal category. Other courts may report 
these cases in three separate categories. as 
reconmended in the Hodel Statistical Dictionary. 
Before comparisons are made. one should check 
each court profi 1 e to determi ne whether there is 
any indication of the types of cases included in 
the civil or criminal category. 

For those courts that report non-civil and 
criminal cases in separate categories and for 
those that have jurisdiction over original 
proceedings in addition to the appeals and 
request to appeal cases reported here, the sum of 
the figures reported for any case category on the 
table will be less than the total cases figure 
reported for that case category. 
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Alaska--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 646 254 103 572 346 200 
Arizona--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 7 56 NH NH 151 42 105 NH NH 1,140 

I 
Arkansas--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 64 46 NH NH 139 323 254 NH NH 756 
California--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 0 ( 69)e 22 ( 35)e 1,644 1,539 3,963 (1l3)e 

Colorado--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 182 X X 950 X X X X 414 57 
Connecticut--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 522 154 691 437 121 675 i Delaware--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 161 135 NH NH 310 215 107 NH NH 332 
District of Columbia--Court of Appeals X X X X 1.081i 434 719 X X 1.426 

Hawai i--Supreme Court •.••••••••••••••• 235 711 207 157 416 i 449 
Idaho--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 329 145 558 232 113 438 l Illinois--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 72 58 103 III 423 6 (U6)e 19 ( 62)e 666 558 1.461 ( 191)e 
Indiana--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• X X 0 X 109 X X 223 X 646 ( 23)e 

Iowa--Supreme Court ••••••••••••.•••••• X X X X 968 X ( 20)e X ( 4)e X X 1.620 ( 24)e l 
Maine--Supreme Judicial Court ••••••••• lBO, 56 NH NH 257 382 131 NH NH 565 
Maryland--Court of Appeals •••••••••••• 28J 12 0 0 40 46j ( 64)e . ( 57)e 250 245 565 (121)e 
Mississippi--Supreme Court •••••••••••• X X 419 497i 2511 960 

TABLES: I, 
Caseload for appeals and requests to appeal (civil and criminal) and total cases for courts of last I 
resort, 1980. I 
------------------------------------~B~e~gl~n~pe~n~d~ln~g~----------------------------'F~lTle~dr------------------- 1 

Requests Requests I 
Appeals to appeal Appeals to appeal 

Total --~~~--------~~~~----'l~o~ta~l---- i 
Criminal Civil Criminal cases I State and court title 

Civil Criminal Civil Criminal cases Civil 

Missouri--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• X X X X 128 88 92 X X 836 
Montana--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 292 89 494, . 
Nebraska--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 263 110 443i 354 294 7411 

1 Nevada--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• X X 713 273 239 731 " V 
New Jersey--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• Xi Xi 451 i ( X)e ( X)e Xi Xi 1.104i (164)e ![ X X X X 
New Mexi co--Supreme Court .............. X X X X 118 227 32 X X 577 
New York--Court of Appeals •••••••••••• X ( X)e X (116)e 1,852 ~ North Dakota--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 70 18 88 199 71 294 

Oklahoma--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••• 1,493~( 3W X 143 X 2.447 ( 57)e Ii 
Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• NH NH l,493J( 33)e NH 143 NH 1,636 ( 3W l Court of Criminal Appecls ••••••••••• NH X NH X 480 NH X NH X 811 ( 24)e 

Oregon--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• X X X X 164 o ( X)e 3 ( X)e X X 834 (124)e 

Puerto Rico--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 10 74 89 X 285 45 90 560 X 1,382 
Rhode Island--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 287 147 X X 577 280 116 X X 608 
South Carolina--Supreme court ••••••••• 552 231 921 

Texas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• 55 3,238 198 48 3,539 19 ( 8l)e 3,029 (183)e 991 2,242 6,285 (279)e 
Supreme Court ....................... 55 NH 198 NH 253 19 ( 81)e NH 991 NH 1,014 ( 96)e 
Court of Criminal Appeals ••••••••••• NH 3,238 NH 48 3,286 NH 3,029 (183)e NIl 2,242 651 

Utah--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 387 108 651 
- . 

Vermont--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• X X 350 338 111 476 
Virginia--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• X )( 271 273 857 (186)e ( 4W X X 2,091 (234)e 
Washington--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 135 42 52 6" 342 103 31 226 174 767 .j 

Wyoming--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 62 13 NH Nfl 77 135 48 NH NH 207 
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I 

Appeals 

Disposed 
Requests 
to appeal 

End pendl ng 
Requests 

Appeals to appeal 

Civil Criminal 
Total 
cases Civil Criminal Civil Criminal 

249 262 
33 95 NH 

294 198 NH 
60 40 1,504 (137)e 

X X X 
459 94 X 
242 110 NH 

X X X 

296 188 
192 100 
105 82 531 (116)e 

X X 200 ( 23)e 

919 403 135 ( x)e 
274 110 NH 

94 61 186 ( 6W 
398i 194i 

108 43 X 
X X 

322 235 
X X 

99 23 X 
X X X 

476 172 X 
174 59 

1.035 X 95 ( 33)e 
1.035 NH 95 ( 33)e 

NH X NH 
X X X ( x)e 

42 91 525 
212 112 X 

114 2.439 886 (1l3)e 
114 NH 886 (113)e 

NH 2,439 NH 
X X 

339 100 
X X 457 (18W 

143 24 205 
124 36 NH 

1 
J """:".,:.~=.~.".~ .. _.~ •. 

762 
NH 1,110 
NH 684 

1,459 ( 80)e 3,711 (217)e 

X 893 
X 671 

NH 366 
X 1,251 

519 
376 

492 ( 62)e 1.415 (191)e 
90 ( lei 626 ( 23)ei 

64 ( x)e 1.573 ( 23)e 
NH 415 

188 ( 57)e 558 (121)e 
954 

X 777 
510

i 651 
700 

X 1.427 (16W 
X 530 

1.591 (1l6)e 
257 

X 1.858 ( 57)e 
NH 1.238 ( 33)e 
X 620 ~ 24le X ( x)e 786 124 e 

X 1.308 
X 544 

1.939 (183)e 5.396 (296)e 
NH 1,018 (113)e 

1,939 (183)e 4,378 (183)e 
638 

468 
783 ( 48)e 1,895 (234)e 
197 791 

NH 183 

,. . 

351 41 
16 
89 

X 
500 
134 

X 

360 
369 
89 

X 

X 
288 

24 
X 

X 

294 
X 

X 
X 

95 

NH 
X 

13 
355 

42 
42 
NH 

X 
X 

83 
73 

4 

4 

66 
100 

X 
181 
131 

X 

204 
158 
57 

X 

X 
77 
23 
X 

X 

167 
X 

X 
X 

30 

NH 
X 
X 

73 
151 

,011 
NH 

,OIl 

X 
X 

49 
25 

NH 
NH 

X 

NH 
X 

122 
0 

X 
NH 
0 

X 

Xi 
X 

NH 
X 

124 
X 

190 
190 

NH 

308 
54 
NH 

29 

NH 
NH 

X 

NH 
X 

115 
X 

X 
NH 
0 

X 

Xi 
X 

NH 
X 
X 

X 
X 

168 
NH 

168 

329 
36 
NH 

Total 
r:ases 

456 
181 
213 

471 
695 
276 

l,256i 

608 
620 
469 
129 

1,029 
407 

47 
425 

194 

530i 
744 

367i 
165 

125 

680 
213 

359 
641 

4,411 
232 

4,179 

358 
1,041 

276 
101 

Note: For inclusion on this table, a case 
is defined as any appeal, original 
proceeding, request to appeal, or 
sentence review only case. Total 
cases pending, filed, and disposed 
include original proceedings and 
sentence review only. as well as all 
appeals and all requests to appeal. 
81ank spaces indicate that the data 
were unavailable, or less than 90% 
complete. Courts of last resort in 
the following states were excluded 
from this table due to their failure 
to categorize appeals and requests 
to appeal by civil and criminal 
cases, or because their data were 
substantially incomplete: Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Hampshire, North 
Carolina. Ohio, Pennsylvania, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, West Virginia and 
Wisconsin. 

NH = This case type is not handled in this 
court. 

X ~ The data for this case type are known 
to be included in the total, but were 
unavailable by category. 

-- ~ Not applicable. 

eCases are not included in the total to 
avoid double counting: 
A request to appeal granted is not 

counted as a disposed request to 
appea 1 or as a fil ed appeal. It is 
counted as a disposition only when 
the res~lting appeal is disposed. 
The numbers of requests to appeal 
granted are the figures appearing in 
parentheses in this table. 

iOata are incomplete: 
District of Columbia--Pending data do 

not include disciplinary cases. 
Indiana-- Requests to appeal granted do 

not include data from criminal 
petitions. 

Mississippi--Supreme Court--Filed and 
disposed civil and criminal appeals 
do not include a number of 
unspecified cases. 

Nebraska--Total cases do not include 
requests to appeal. 

New Jersey--Supreme Court--Filed and 
pending total cases do not include 
all of the requests to appeal. 

jExplanation of data included in the 
category: 
Maryland--Court of Appeals--Begin 

pending and filed civil appeals 
include juvenile appeals. 

Oklahoma--Supreme Court-- Civil 
appeals filed include all original 
proceedings. filed. 

~ 
\ 

, 



r 

: 

\ 

c.u o 

TABLE 6: 
Caseload for appeals and requests to appeal (civil and criminal) and total cases for intermediate appellate courts, 1980. 

Begin pending 
Requests 

Shte 8nd court title 
Tohl 

Appeals 

Flied 
Requests 
to "ppeel 

Disposed 
Requests 
to eppeel 

End pendl ng 
Requests 

Appeels to appeel 
Tot,,1 

Civil Criminal Civil Criminal cases CivIl Crlmlnel CIvIl Crlmlnel ceses CIvil CrImInal CIvil Crlmlnel ceses CIvIl Crlml",1 Clvl I Criminal ceses 

A I abame-STATE TOTAL .............. . 
Court of CIvil Appeals .......... . 
Court of Crlmlnel Appeels ...... .. 

Alesk_-Court of Appeel .......... .. 
A.-I zona--Court of Appe81 s •••••••••• 
Arkensas--Court of Appee I 5 ••••••••• 

Ce II forn I e--Courts of Appee I ....... 
Co I orado--Court of Appeel s ......... 
Connectlcut-Appullete Sosslon 

of the SuperIor Court .......... .. 
Hawa I I -I ntormed I ete Court of 

204 5021 
204 NH 
If! 5021 
NH 138 

640 547 
240 74 

3,250 3,069 
x X 

114 71 

NH 
NH 
If! 
NH 
NH 

(J) 

NH 
(J) 

2 

NH 
NH 
NH 

7061 

204 
5021 

176 
1.399 

317 
6,31?1 
1,098 

185 

464 8381 
464 WH 

NH 8381 
NH 40 

745 826 
829 96 

4,249 4,586 
8181 280 

90 32 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

(1) 

NH 
(J) 

16 
NH 
NH 
NH 

"'pps" Is.......................... 0 0 NH NH 0 221 38 NH NH 

1,3021 

464 
8381 

69 
2,212 

983 
14,374 

1,207 

122 

262 

429 5971 
429 NH 

NH 5971 
NH 5 

639 759 
175 130 

5,339 4,341 

X X 

143 54 

21 
II II nols-Appellet .. Court .......... 2,338 2,586 If! NH 4.924 3,183 3,420 NH NH 6.603 3.113 3,040 
~1~n~d~I"~n~"~-C~o~u~rt~o~f~ ... p~p~e~e~ls~.~.~.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~ •. ____ ~X~ __ ~X;-________________ ~6~00~ ___ 4~7~8;-~4~1~1~ ______________ ~93~7~_ X X 
Iowa-Court of Appeals...... ....... 52J 24) If! NH 76 344) 116) NH NH 460 260 87 
Kentucky--Court of App .. els......... 704 215 X X 944 1,669 442 X X 2,267 1,609 365 
Loulslena--Court of Appeel......... X NH NH 1,147 2.417 If! NH 2,873 2.236 NH 
M.ryland--COurt of Specl,,1 App .. "ls. 83 76 0 0 159 868(X)e864(X)" X X 1,892(10)e 746 695 
MIssourI-Court of Appe"ls ......... 1.441 667 X X 2,153 1,565 615 X X 2,646 1.600 613 
New Jersey--App .. llet .. Olvlslon of 

Super I or Court ••••••••••••••••••• X X X X 5.429 2,204 1 ,851 X X 6,121 X X 
New Mexico-Court of ... pp .. "ls ..... .. 237 570 X X 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
X 

X 
X 

X 

(1 ) 
NH 

(j) 
7 

NH 
Ntl 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
X 

NH 
X 
X 

X 

1,2321 

429 
8031 

18 
2,034 

964 
15,005 

1,166 

197 

35 

239 5371 
239 NH 

NH 5371 
NH 173 

746 614 
294 40 

3,813 3.649 
X X 

61 49 

208 17 

6.153 2,407 2.967 
1,166 X X 

397 9jJ 46) 

2,131 764 
2,690 X 
I ,568( 10)S 167 
2,673 1,43Q 

6,469 X 

578 

292 
NH 

177 
645 

X 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
If! 

NH 
X 

X 

X 

(1) 

NH 
(j) 

11 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

ttl 

X 

NH 

X 

X 

776 1 

239 
537 1 

227 
1,577 

336 
7,4621 

1,139 

110 

227 
5,374 

371 
139 

1,080 
1.346 

357 
2,126 

5,081 

Ohlo--Court of Appeals ............. 2.750 1,900 NH NH 4,909 5.013 3,284 NH NH 8,980 4,91B 3,077 NH NH 
124(28)eNH 

NH NH 

8,589 2,846 2,0~7 NH NH 5,290 
Okl"home--COurt of Appe" Is.. ....... 163 NH NH 1631 369(2B)eNH 127 NH 496(28)e 362 NH 486(28)e 170,~ If! 1101 

~O~re~g~o~n~-C~o~u~rt~o~f~ ... ~pp~o~a~l~s~ •• ~.~.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~ •. ___ ~X~ __ ~X~ __ ~N~H ____ ~NH~ ___ I~,~5~33~ ~1~,0~3~5 __ ~I,~5~6~5 ____ ~NH~ __ ~N~H~ __ ~3~,4~3~6~_ X X 3,310 X. "",_......;N",H:.-_.:.:N:.:,H_......;I:.L,.:.65::.;9,-
rennessee-ST ... TE TOT ... L............. 298 591 806 704 1,520 741 X 1,435 

741 
363 
363 Court of "'ppea I 5.. .... .. .. ..... •• 298 Mi NH 298 806 NH NH 806 74 I NH NH NH NH 

Court of Criminal ... ppeels........ NH If! 293 NH 704 NH 714 NH X 694 NH 
Texes--Court of CIvil ... ppeels...... 1,479 NH NH 1,479 2,621 NH NH 2.621 2,428 NH NH 2.428 

2,151 
2,221 

1.672 
1.394 

8931 

NH 
1,010 

2131 

NH 
X Washl ngton--Court of Appee I s....... 1,136 786 X X 2,053 1.401 850 X X 2,752 1,134 607 X X X 

Wlsconsln--Court of ... pp08ls........ 819 212 1,045 1,6331 4321 (j) (j) 2,287 1,5741 4421 (J) ( fl 

Noto: For InclusIon on thIs teblo, e Cl>se Is defIned es any "" ...... 1. orlglMI proceedIng, .-..quest 
to ""p8ll1. or sentence novl .. only Cl>se. 

Tote I cases pendIng, fIled, end disposed Include orIgInal proceedIngs end sentence revl_ 
only Cl>ses e5 well es "II IIppMls end all reqlNOSts to "" ..... 1. 

Dete for IntermedIate eppellate courts from the followIng stetes were excluded from this 
t~ble beceuse they felled to break theIr _Is end requests to "" ...... 1 Into cIvil and 
crlalnal ca~es: Florida, Georgia, Kanses, MDssechusetts, Mlchlgen, New York, North 
Caroll ne end Pennsy I Van I a • 

... 11 e"ell"ble data "re entered In the teble. Blenk speces Indlcete that the dete wore 
una"elleble, or less then 90~ complete. 

IOete ere Incomp leto: 
"'Iebeml>--Court of Crlmlnel "'ppoals--Dat" do not Include potltlons disposed of In the 

clerk's office et the dIrectIon of the Court. 
Cellfornle--Courts of "'ppeaI--TotaI pondlng casas do not Include orlglnel lurlsdlctlon 

c.!!ses. 
Okl"home--Court of "'ppeels--Totel pendIng date do not Include requests to ""p .... l. 

1Explenetlon of det" Included In the Cl>tegory: 
"Iabeme--Court of Crlmlnel Appee's--Pendlng and fIled ep ...... ls Include orlglnel 

proc::-llngs end .-..quests to ""pOllI. DIsposed epl' .... ls Included requests to "" ...... 1. 

676 
)63 
313 

1,672 
2,610 
1,134 

Color"dO--Court of "'ppeels-- CIvIl ""peals filed Include some eppoels from edmlnlstretlv .. 
NH = Th I s Cl>se type I s not hend I ed In th Is court. 
X = The dete for this Cl>se type ere known to be Included In the tot"l. but were unavell"ble 

by category. 

DCeses ere not Included In the tot,,1 to "voId double counting: 
... request to eppee' grented Is not counted es e dlsposod request to eppeel or es e flied 

\ l 

c 

"Ilencles end boe,-ds. 
lowe--Court ot Appeels-- CIvIl "" ...... Is fIled and pending Include eclalnlstratl"" IIIW end 

postconvlctlon reI let Cl>ses. Crlalnel ""peals fIled end pendIng Includo sentence 
r..,lew only Cl>ses. 

New Moxlco--Court ot App9l>Is-- Crlalnel ""p .... ls fl led Include 1u ...... lla appeals. 
Wlsconsln-Court ot "'ppe"ls-- CIvil "nd crlalnel "" ...... 15 Include requests to ""peel • 

'. 

.. 
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TABLE 7: Caseload for courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts, 1980. 
TABLE 8: Caseload for courts of last resort in states without intermediate appellate courts, 1980. 
TABLE 9: Caseload for intermediate appellate courts, 1980. 

Variations in court organization: 

In Tables 7 and 8, the courts of last resort 
in states with intermediate appellate courts have 
been separated from the states without 
intermediate appellate courts, while Tables 7 and 
g together show the total appellate caseload in 
those states with intermediate appellate courts. 

These tables contain the same caseload 
inventory data that is shown in Table 2, and the 
same variations in court organization apply to 
these tables. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

The jurisdiction of each court is outlined 
briefly in the court system organization chart 
for each state located ill Pa rt II of thi s report. 

Major variation from state to state results 
from the type of mandatory and discretionary 
jurisdiction over initial appeals granted to 
courts of last resort and to intermediate 
appellate courts. States having both levels of 
appellate courts generally direct the more 
difficult appeals to the court of last resort, 
but these are not necessarily the same types of 
cases in every state. 

In some states trial courts of general 
jurisdiction have incidental appellate 
jurisdiction, which affects the number of appeals 
filed in the appellate courts. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

Total case figures may not be comparable from 
state to state. 

Some states report total cases processed 
without any indication as to what types of 
proceedings are included. Other states include 
in their caseload only appeals that were decided 
on tile merits. Some appellate courts include all 
original proceedings, while others report none. 
Some states do not distinguish appeals and other 
cases from procedural matters. 

Variations in counting cases: 

The kind and amount of discretionary 
jurisdiction granted to courts of last resort and 
intermediate appellate courts vary from state to 
state. Courts with discretionary jurisdiction 
sometimes report the total number of cases filed 
without distinguishing between mandatory and 
discretionary cases; or they separate mandatory 
and discretionary cases filed but do not indicate 
the number of requests for discretionary review 
granted. Some provide separate data for 
mandatory cases, discretionary review granted, 
and discretionary review denied, while others 
combine mandatory cases and cases accepted for 
review, but report separately the number of 
petitions for review filed, resulting in double 
counting of granted petitions for review. 

Courts may count cases at different stages in 
proceedings. Some courts count cases when the 
notice of appeal is filed. Others wait to count 
cases until they are argued or submitted on 
briefs. Courts which count cases at stages that 
occur later in case processing will not count 

those cases on which a notice of appeal is filed 
but later the parties decide not to pursue the 
subsequent stages. The manner of counting cases 
in each court is given in Table 11 and on each 
individual appellate court profile in Part II of 
this report. 

Sources of data for each court are found in the 
individual profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Appropri ate analyses: 

All percentage calculations that were less 
than l~ but greater than ~ have been rounded up 
to l~. All percentage calculations that were 
less than ~ but greater than -l~ have been 
rounded down to -l~. 

Disposed cases as percent of filed. This 
measure represents the percent of the number of 
filed cases that the court was able to dispose. 
The percent is computed by dividing the number of 
cases filed by the number disposed and then 
multiplying by one hundred. A percent over one 
hundred indicates that the court disposed more 
cases than were filed, thus reducing pending 
caseload. A percent significantly less than one 
hundred indicates that the court is not keeping 
up with the volume of cases being filed. This 
measure was not computed if the number of cases 
filed was less than ten. 

End pending as ~ercent of filed. This figure 
gi ves the percent 0 the number of fil ed cases 
that were pending at the end of the year. This 
measure is computed hy dividing the number of 
cases pending at the end of the year by the 
number of cases filed and then multiplying by one 
hundred. A value of one hundred percent 
indicates that the number of cases pending at the 
end of the year was equal to the number of cases 
filed during the year. A value higher than one 
hundred percent indicates a pending caseload 
larger than cases filed, while a value lower than 
one hundred percent indicates a pending caseload 
smaller than the number of cases filed. This 
percent was not computed if the number of cases 
filed was less than ten. 

32 

Number change tn ~ending caseload. This 
number glves the net lncrease or decrease in 
pending caseload for the court year by 
subtracting the number of cases pending at the 
beginning of the year from the number of cases 
pending at the end of the year. An alternative 
to this calculation, subtracting the number 
disposed from the number filed, was used when 
pending data were unavailable or incomplete. 
When this alternate formula was used, the 
resulting number was enclosed in parentheses. A 
positive number indicates that the pending 
caseload increased during the year while a 
negative number indicates that the pending 
caseload was reduced in size. Thus, a large 
negative change in pending indicates that the 
court is keeping the caseload current, while a 
large positive change in pending would indicate 
that the court has not kept pace with its filings. 

1 

1 
1 
j 

Percent change in pend~ng caseload Th' 
percentage indicates tli •• lS 
relative to the b e c ange ln pending cases 
b . num er of cases pending at th 
:g~nning of the year, and is obtained by e 

~~~l~~~ge~h~fn~~~:~ ~~~~i~gi~tP~~~i~~g~~~~~~a~fbY 
( e,yea~ and then multiplying by one hundred 
ThlS fl~ure cannot be calculated if the • 

alternatlve formula described above was used 
calculate the n~mber change in the pendina to 
~~:~l~~d.) A hlgh negative percent indicates 

, "e court reduced its pending caseload 
~~a~~:~~:n~~~t ~hhile a high positive,percent 

, ,,-. e pending caseload lncreased 
~~ gnl fl ~antlY. Thi s measure was not computed if 
th~nn~~n~r of beginning pending cases was less 

F1 led and disposed per judge. These meas 
are dlsplayed in appellate court tables lures 
j~~~~df~~~ors (court j~r~sdiction, disc~eti~n:~; 

t 10n), case deflnltion, panels in the 
cour ,etc. are similar the 
compari son of 1 '. se measures permit , case oad per Judge. These 
:~~t~~tics ~ere computed by dividing the filed 
appel~:~~sJ~Udc9:~es re~pectthivelY, by the number of 

, Servlng at court. 
Th: necesslty for caution when makin an 

~~~h~~~s~~~d:m~~~eS!:~:~i~~~; ~~rr~~!:;~~~onfhiS 
uSlng any of the above measures. 
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Filed er 100,000 0 ulation. The unit of 
state popu atlon use on a court caseload 
cha~ts, is l~O,OOO. This measure compensates f 
varl~tl?nS ln,state population and gives a m~r~r 
~~:~~:t~~ bas~s for,comparison of caseloads among 

, ~ar~ou~ Slzes. If all other factors 
(court J~r~S?lctl0n, discretionary jurisdiction 
case deflnltl0n, etc) are similar the f'l d ' 
100,00~ population statistic permits dire~te per 
comparlsons among states of the number of fil d cases. e 

Limitations on use: 

Comparis?ns shOUld not be made among states 
befOret~hecklng for similarities and differences 
~~longc e s~ates in the profiles section in Part 

•. omparlsons should not be made between 
courts of last resort and intermediate a ella 
courts or betwee~ courts of 1 ast resort ~r th a~~ 
Withou~ intermedlate appellate courts. When 
~omparlng states, care must also be taken to 
w~~~re thatthstate totals are used in those states 
, mor: an one court of last resort or 

~~~~~~e~}a;~p:~~~l}~~:d~O~r!pos~~eno~o~~~~~~g the 
among states, also consider the p~rcent of tfie 
appeals that are discretionary (numbers in 
~:nrednletdhesbes} anhd the number of requests to appeal 

y eac state. 

1o....Io.o..-____________________ .:I......-__________ ~_'__ __ ~ ___ ~~_~"____~~~_~_~_~ __ ~ ____ ~ ____ ~_. __ .. _.c_ 
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TABLE 7: 
Caseload for courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts, 1980. 
State population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of Wed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed and disposed per judge. Filed per 
100,000 population. 

As percent Change in 
State of fil ed ~endin2 Per jud2e Filed 

population Number End per 
State and court title in of Begin End Ois- pend- Per- 100.000 

thousands judges pendin2 Filed Disposed pendin2 posed in2 Number cent Filed Dis20sed population 

Alabama--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 3.890 9 0 846 ( 59)e 787 ( 59)e 0 93~ 0 94 87 22 
Alaska--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 400 5 646 572 762 456 133% 80% -190 -29% 114 152 143 
Arizona--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 2.118 5 151 1,140 1,110 181 97~ 16~ 30 20~ 228 222 42 
Arkansas--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 2.286 7 139 756 684 213 91% 28% 74 53~ 108 98 33 
California--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 23,669 7 3.963 (113)e 3.711 (113)e 94% (252) 566 530 17 
Colorado--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 2.889 7 414 950 893 411 94% 50% 57 14% 136 128 33 
Connecticut--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 3.108 6 691 675 611 695 99% 103~ 4 1% 113 112 22 
Florida--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 9.740 7 1.403 1.714 2,374 742 139% 43% -661 -47% 245 339 18 

Georgia--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 5.464 7 401 1.580 (194)e 1.614 (194)e 186 102% 12% -215 -54% 226 231 29 
Hawaii--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 965 5 711 416 519 608 125% 146% -103 -14% 83 104 43 
Illinois--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 11.418 7 423 1,461 (191~e 1.415 (191~e 469 97% 32% 46 11% 209 202 13 
Indiana--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 5,490 5 109 646 ( 23 e 626 ( 23 e 129 97% 20% 20 18% 129 125 12 
Iowa--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 2,913 9 968 1,620 ( 23~e 1,573 ( 23)e 1,029 971- 64% 61 6% 180 175 56 
Kansas--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 2,363 7 410 ( 20 e 436 ( 20)e 149 106% 36% (-26) 59 62 17 

Kentucky--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 3.661 7 241 733 (l31)e 659 (131)e 315 90% 43% 74 31% 105 94 20 
Louisiana--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 4,204 7 3,011 f540le 3,077 (549r 100% (-6) 439 440 73 
Maryland--Court of Appeals •••••••••••• 4,216 7 40 565 121 e 558 (121 e 47 99% 8% 7 18% 81 80 13 
Massachusetts~-Supreme Judicial Court. 5,737 7 328 47 (6) 
Michigan--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 9.258 7 809 1,850 ( 84)e 1,517 ( 84)e 1,142 82% 62% 333 41% 264 217 20 

Missouri--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 4,917 7 128 836 777 194 93% 23% 66 52% 119 111 17 
New Jersey--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 7,364 7 1,427 (164)e 204 (19) 
New Mexico--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 1,300 5 118 577 530 165 92~ 29% 47 40% 115 106 44 

Ohio--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 10,797 7 1,864 (168)e 1,847 (168)e 99% (17) 266 264 17 
Oklahoma--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••• 3,025 12 2,447 ( 57)e 1,858 ( 57)e 76% 204 155 81 

SUpreme CourtK •••••••••••••••••••••• 9 1,636 ( 33)e 1,238 ( 33)e 76% (398) 182 138 54 
Court of Criminal AppealsK •••••••••• 3 480 811 ( 24)e 620 ( 24)e 680 76% 84% 200 42% 270 207 27 

Oregon--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 2,633 7 164 834 (124)e 786 (124)e 213 94% 26% 49 30% 119 112 32 

Pennsylvania--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 11,867 6 1.774 (147)e 296 15 
Tennessee--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 4,591 5 241 733 ( 78)e 745 ( 78)e 229 102% 31% -12 -5% 147 149 16 
Texas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• 14,228 18 3,539 6,285 (279le 5,396 (279)e 4,411 86% 71% 872 25% 349 300 44 

Supreme Courtk •••••••••••••••••••••• 9 253 1,014 ( 96 e 1,018 { 96)e 232 100% 23% -21 -8% 113 113 7 
Court of Criminal AppealsK •••••••••• 9 3,286 5,271 (183)e 4,378 (183)e 4,179 83% 79% 893 27% 586 485 37 

Washington--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 4,130 9 342 767 791. 276
i 

103% 36% -66 -19% 85 88 19 
Wisconsin--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 4,705 7 112i 683 6101 148 36i 34%1 98 871 15 

Note: For inclusion on this table, a case is defined as any appeal. original numbers appearing in parentheses in the table. These Ollmbers were not 
proceeding. request to appeal. or sentence review only case. All available included in any of the calculations. 
data are entered in the table and all appropriate calculations are included. iOata are not complete: 
8lank spaces indicate that either the data are not available or the Wisconsin--The disposed and pending figures do not include miscellaneous 
calculations were inappropriate. The New York and North Carolina courts of original jurisdiction cases. 
last resort were not included in this table because they had substantially kAdditional information: 
incomplete data. Both Oklahoma and Texas have two courts of last resort. The Supreme Court 

hears only civil matters; the Court of Criminal Appeals hears all criminal 
-- = Not applicable. matters. Both also have an intermediate appellate court that hears only 

civil matters. Although the Court of Criminal Appeals in both states has no 
eCases are not inclUded in the total to avoid double counting: intermediate appellate court. data from both courts of last resort are 

A request to appeal granted is not counted as a disposed request to appeal or included on this table for Texas and Oklahoma so that the entire caseload of 
as a filed appeal. It is counted as a disposition only when the resulting that level of court can be presented as a unit as it is for every other 
_ ........ " .J_ ... : _____ ...t. T"" .. -.t_I...-- ... _~ __ u ............ "'_ .. "-_ ...... 1 ..... .." ............ " ..... to""" ,.+,t" 
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Caseload for courts of last resort in states without intermediate appellate courts, 1980. 
State population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed Number and percent change in pending. Filed and disposed per judge. Filed per 
100,000 population. 

State and court title 

Delaware--Supreme court ••••••••••••••• 
District of Columbia--Court of 

Appeals .......................... . 

Idaho--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Maine--Supreme Judicial ~ourt ••••••••• 
Minnesota--Supreme Court' ••••••••••••• 
Mississippi--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 

Montana--Supreme Court., •••••••••••••• 
Nebraska--Supreme Court' •••••••••••••• 
Nevada--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
New Hampshire--Supreme Court •••••••••• 
North Dakota--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 

Puerto Rico--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 
Rhode Island--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
South Carolina--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
South Dakota--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
Utah--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

State 
population 

in 
thousands 

595 

638 

944 
1,125 
4,077 
2,521 

787 
1,570 

799 
921 
653 

3,421 
947 

3,119 
690 

1,461 

Number 
of 

judges 

5 

9 

5 
7 
9 
9 

5 
7 
5 
5 
5 

7 
5 
5 
5 
5 

Begin 
pending 

310 

1,081 i 

558 
257 

419 

713 
145 

88 

285 
577 

276 

Filed 

332 

1,426 

438 
565 

960 

494 

731 
599 
294 

1,382 
608 
921 
359 
651 

Disposed 

366 

1,251 

376 
415 

954 

510 

700 
435 
257 

1,308 
544 

346 
638 

End 
pending 

276 

l,256i 

620 
407 

425 

744 
309 
125 

359 
641 

289 

As percent 
of filed 

End 
Ois- pend-

Change in 
~~ 

posed ing 
Per

Number cent 

110% 

88% 

83% -34 -11% 

175i 16%i 

86;! 142% 
74% 72% 

99% 44% 

62 
150 

6 

103% (-16) 

96% 102% 31 
73% 52% 164 
87% 43% 37 

95% 26% 74 
90% 105% 64 

96% 81% 13 
98% (13) 

11% 
58% 

1% 

4% 
113% 

42% 

26% 
11% 

5% 

Per judge Fi I ed 
per 

100,000 
Filed Disposed population 

66 

158 

88 
81 

107 

99 

146 
120 

59 

197 
122 
184 
72 

130 

73 

139 

75 
59 

106 

102 

140 
87 
51 

187 
109 

69 
128 

56 

224 

46 
50 

38 

63 

91 
65 
45 

40 
64 
30 
52 
45 

Vermont--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 
Virginia--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
West Virginia--Supreme Court of 

511 
5,346 

5 350 
857 

476 468 358 98% 
91% 

75% 8 2% 
22% 

95 
299 

94 
271 

93 
39 7 2,091 (234)e 1,895 (234)el,041 50% 184 

Appeals .......................... . 1,950 
471 

5 1,262 (364)e 1,145 (364)e 91% 
88% 

(117) 252 
41 

229 
37 

65 
44 Wyoming--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 5 77 207 183 101 49% 24 31% 

Note: For inclusion on this table, a case is defined as any appeal. original 
proceeding, request to appeal. or sentence review only case. 
All available data are entered in the table and all appropriate calculations 
are included. Blank spaces indicate that either the data were unavailable 
or less than 90% complete, or the calculations were inappropriate. 

eCases are not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
A request to appeal sranted is not counted as a disposed request to appeal or as 

a filed appeal. It is counted as a disposition only when the resulting appeal 

, t 

is disposed. The numbers of requests to appeal granted are the numbers 
appearing in parentheses in the table. These numbers were not included in 

. any of the calculations in the table. 
10ata are not complete: 

District of Columbia--Pending figures do not include disciplinary cases. 
Minnesota--Oata were unavailable from the Minnesota Supreme Court. 
Nebraska--State figures did not include requests to appeal. and therefore. 

were less than 90% complete. 
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All available data are entered in the table and all appropriate 
calculations are included. Blank spaces indicate that either the data 
were unavailable or less than 90% complete, or the calculations were 
inappropriate. Numbers appearing in parentheses, representing the number 
of requests to appeal that r'r~ granted, were not included in the 
calculations. . 

Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The Alaska Court of Appeals has jurisdiction over criminal cases only. 
The ~oYisiana Courts of Appeal, Oklahoma Court of Appeals, Tennessee Court of 

Appeals, and Texas Court of Civil Appeals have jurisdiction over civil 
cases only. 

officers of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania only. 
eCases are not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

A request to appeal granted is not counted as a disposed request to appeal or 
as a filed appeal. It is counted as a disposition only when the resulting 
appeal is disposed. The numbers of requests to appeal granted are the 
numbers appearing in parentheses in the table. These numbers are not 

. included in the calculated figures. 
lData are not complete: 

Alabama--Court of Criminal Appeals--Figures do not include petitions disposed 
of in the clerk's office at the direction of the Court. 

New York--Appellate divisions of the Supreme Court--Total cases filed do not 
include all original proceedings. 
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TABLE 10: Opinions reported by appellate courts, 1980 . 

Variations in court organizatio~: 

Appellate courts in this table have been 
separated into courts of last resort in states 
without intermediate appellate courts, courts of 
last resort in states with intermediate appellate 
courts, and intermediate appellate courts. This 
breakdown illustrates how the number of cases 
disposed of by opinion may vary by appellate 
court organization. 

The number of appellate courts in each state 
is shown in Table 2. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

The types of appellate cases and their 
complexity vary from state to state, and from 
appellate court to appellate court within a 
state. Variation in subject-matter jurisdiction 
may be partially explained by court organization, 
e.g., the presence of an intermediate appellate 
court, or the existence of a specialized 
appellate court. The number of, and time 
consumed by, original jurisdiction cases is also 
affected by several variables, including whether 
state statutes require that collateral attacks on 
criminal convictions be filed originally in the 
trial court or in the appellate court. 

Sources of data: 

These are found on the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

A case was classified as disposed of by 
opinion if it was so classified by the state 
annual report, e.g., a listing of "per curiam" 
would only be classified as an opinion if it was 
listed as "per curiam opinion." The data do not 
include dissenting and concurring opinions. 

Courts may increase or decrease their 
reported caseloads by the way they count appeals 
of criminal convictions for two or more 
defendants, by whether cross appeals are counted 
as separate cases, and by the way they count 
appeals granted through discretionary 
jurisdiction. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Number of cases disposed of by oplnlon as 
percent of dishositions. This summary statistic 
may indicate t e importance attributed by a 
specific court to opinion-writing as a manner of 

Preceding page blank 

disposition. A figure of 68% can be interpreted 
to mean that 68% of that court's dispositions 
were resolved by an opinion. Although a lower 
figure in another court may indicate that court's 
preference to resolve disputes without opinion, 
the lower fi gure may result from a vari ety of 
other factors, such as: a higher caseload than 
the first court; fewer resources that can be 
devoted to opinion-writing than the first court; 
or a different set of cases that do not require 
elaborate explanations of decisions through 
opinion-writing. In short, this may be more of a 
workload measure than one which identifies 
opinion-writing as a method of announcing 
decisi ons. 

Number of cases disposed of by opinion per 
judge. This summary statistic can be used as but 
one component of a general workload measure. A 
figure of 44 can be interpreted to mean that 
given that court's definition of an opinion, 44 
cases were disposed of by an opinion for each 
judge assigned to that court. 

Limitations on use: 

39 

Differences between courts can limit the 
value of the figures reported in this table. The 
use of different terminology by different courts 
to mean the same thing further complicates 
analysis. A per curiam opinion in one court may 
be the functional equivalent of a full opinion in 
another court, or a memorandum opinion in yet 
another court. An effort has been made to limit 
the reporting of opinions in this table to 
full-length opinions, signed or unsigned, but 
because we are not able to differentiate among 
ways terms are used in each state, some less than 
full-length opinions are probably included in 
these data. 

Beyond the problem of distinguishing among 
types of opinions, full opinions may be of 
different lengths. Also, courts make varied use 
of commissioners, law clerks, and other legal 
staff. Some courts may use staff to draft 
opinions, while others do not. These figures may 
also vary depending on appellate court structure 
and the amount of discretionary jurisdiction. 
For these reasons, figures such as the number of 
cases disposed of by opinion per judge, and the 
number of opinions written per judge are less 
than perfect indicators of the level of work done 
by judges in these courts, and they are by no 
means an all-encompassing measure of a judge's 
workload. Behaviors other than opinion-writing 
are important components of a judge's daily 
activities. 
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TABLE 10: 
Opinions reported by appellate courts, 1980. 
Courts reporting dispositions by opinion. Number and percent of cases disposed by opinion, by case type. Total cases t 

disposed by opinion, total cases disposed, and number of justices/judges. ! 
I ., I 

I 
Cases disposed of by opinion! 

; 

Total I appeals Original Sentence Post- disposed proceedi ngs review only State and court level Civil Criminal Ag~'i'\cy Juvenil e conviction of by , 
appeals appeals appl,l.\l:; appeals appeals opinion t % of %. Qf Number of 

% of % of % of % of % of category category Total Number cases disposed Number of cases 
category category category category category disposed disposed cases of of by opinion disposed of by Number of 
disposed di sposed disposed disposed disposed I of by of by di sposed of Total Justicesl as percent of opi oi on per opinions 

Iotenaediate appellate courts of by of by of by of by of by Number opinion Number opinion by opi nions Dispositions Judges dispositions judge 
Number opinion Number opinion NUlllber opinion Number opl ni on Number opinion 

per judge 
289 429 3 67%. 96 

Alabama--Court of Civil Appeals ••• X NH 23 
349 803i 5c 43%1 70c 

Court of Criminal Appeals ••••••• NH X 8% 363 2,034 12 18% 30 
Arizona--Court of Appeals ••••••••• 196 31% 97 13% 36 19% 11 17% 340 484 9% 6,659 15,005 59c 44% 113c 
California--Courts of Appeal •••••• 2,816 53% 3,359 77% 6,175 720 1,166 10 62% 72 
Colorado--Courts of Appeals ••••••• 
Connecticut--Appellate Session of 109 197 3 55% 36 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••• 74 52% 35 65% 109 1,626 2,031 9 80% 181 
Georgia--Court of Appeals ••••••••• 2,523m 6,135 34c 41% 74 ( 54)m 
Illinois--Appellate Courtlll •••••••• 1,366 44% 1,157 38% 2,523 

1,137m 1,166. 13 98% 87 
Indiana--Court of Appeals ••••••••• (j) 390 39QJ 5 100% 78 
Iowa--Court of Appeals •••••••••••• 296j 98%j 94j 100%j (j) (j) 390 436. 729 7 60%. 62 
Kansas--Court of Appeals •••••••••• 436 1,195J 2,131 14 56%J 85 
KentuckY--Court of Appeals •••••••• 

1,061j 1,568 68:tJ Maryland-:Court of Special 13 82 
AppealsJ ........................ 480 1,041 6 46% 80 

Massachusetts--Appeals Court •••••• 
2,657 5,193 18 51% 148 

Michigan--Court of Appeals •••••••• 1,212 2,673 30 45% 40 
Missouri--Court of Appeals •••••••• 720 45% 458 75% 1,178 

3,832m New Jersey--Appellate Division of 6,469 2lc 58% 182 (171)m 
Superior Courtm ••••••••••••••••• 238 578 7 41% 34 

New Mexico--Court of Appeals •••••• 
New York--Appellate Divisions of 571 9,446 24c 6% 24c 

the Supreme Court ............... 
347j 58:tJ 

1,259 1,293 12 97% 105 
North Carolina--Court of Appeals •• 1,259 5,813 8,589 44 68% 132 
Ohio--Court of Appeals •••••••••••• 3,153 64% 2,313 75% 5,466 362 362 6 100% 60 
Oklahoma--Court of Appeals •••••••• 362 100% 362 1,750 15 117 
Pennsylvania--Superior Court •••••• 1,029 9 114 

COl1l11onwealth Court .............. 28 11% 
2,102 2,428 51 87% 41 

Texas--Courts of Civil Appeals •••• 2,102 87% NH 997 2,151 16c 46% 62c 
Washington--Court of Appeals •••••• 528 47% 441 73% 969 1,075 2.221 12 48% 90 
Wisconsin--Court of Appeals ••••••• 

States having courts of last 
Resort without intermediate 
Appellate courts 9 43% 28 35% 304 762 5 40% 61 
Alaska--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 148j 59:tJ 9aJ 31%j (j) 246 352 684 7 51% 50 
Arkansas--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 

240 District of Columbia--Court of I 1,251 9 19% 28 
Appeal s ......................... 6 21% 141 519 5 27% 28 

Hawaii--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 26 9% 109 56% 135 3 8% 198 376 5 53% 40 
Idaho--Supreme Courtm ••••••••••••• 113j 58%j 64j 58%j 18 60% (j) (j) 195 ) , 243 415 7 59% 38 
Haine--Supreme Judicial Court ••••• 161 59% 82 75% 243

j 
592 954 9 62% 66 Mississippi--Supreme Courtj ••••••• 592 

\ 
301 510 5 59% 60 

Montana--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 357 6501 7 55%i 51 Nebraska--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 223 69% 74 31% 44 77% 16 70% 357 
172 257 5 67% 34 North Dakota--Supreme Court ••••••• 

Oklahoma--Court of Criminal 192 597 3 32% 64 

~ 
,:.. 

Appeals ......................... NH X 191 92 1,308 7 7'1. 13 
Puerto Ri co--Supreme Court •••••••• 253 5 51 South Carolina--Supreme Court ••••• 202m 346 5 58% 40 ( 34)m 

\ 

South Dakota--Supreme Courtm •••••• 
2.480 4.378 9 57% 276 ~ Texas--Court of Criminal Appeals •• NH 2,480 57% 2,480 366 638 5 57'1. 73 

Utah--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 8% 157 468 5 34% 31 
Vermont--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 156 164 1,895 7 9% 23 
Virglnla--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 164 
West Virginia--Supreme Court of 214 1,145 5 19% 43 

Appeals ......................... 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 10: 
Opinions reported by appellate courts, 1980. (continued) 

State and court level Civi 1 Criminal 
appeals appeals 

% of % of 
States having courts of lut 
resort with inten.ediate 
appe 11 ate courts 

category category 
disposed d.isposeci 
of by of by 

Number opinion Number opinion 

Alabama--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 
Arizona--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 
California--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
Colorado--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
Connecticut--Supreme Court •••••••• 
Florida--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 
Georgia--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 

25 
60 

76% 
100% 

65 
40 

68% 
100% 

Illinois--Supreme Court ......... .. 
Indiana--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 
Iowa--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 
Kentucky--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
Louisiana--Supreme Court •••••••••• 

Maryland--Court of Appealsj ••••••• 
Massachusetts--Supreme JUdicial 

Court .......................... . 
Michigan--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
Missouri--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
New Jersey--Supreme Courtm •••••••• 
New Mexico--Supreme Court ••••••••• 

New York--Court of Appeals •••••••• 
North Carolina--Supreme Court ..... 
Oklahoma--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
Oregon--Supreme Court ••••••••••••• 
Pennsylvania--Supreme Court ••••••• 
Texas--Supreme Court •••••••••••• ". 
Washi ngt on - -Sup reme Cou rt ........ " 
Wisconsin--Supreme Court •••••••••• 

247 

67 

65 

54% 57 

62% 39 

NH 

NH 
45% 15 

Note: All available data are included In the table. 8lank spaces 
indicate that data were unavailable. 
A case was classified as disposed by opinion if it was so 
classified by the state annual reports. e.g •• a listing of 
"per curiam" would only be classified as an opinion. if it 
was listed "per curiam opinion." 
The data do not include dissenting or concurring opinions. 

NH = This case type is not handled in this court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the 

total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: 
Alabama--Court of Criminal Appea1s--There are three 

supernumerary judges also assigned to this court. 
Ca1ifornia--Courts of Appeal--There were 63.6 full-time judge 

equivalents dUring fiscal year 1979-1980. 
r11inois--Appel1ate Court--Four retired and nine circuit judges 

also served by agreement during 1980. 
Hissouri--Supreme Court--Two commissioners also served the 

Court. 

61% 

91% 

63% 

42 

Agency 
appeals 

Number 

% of 
category 
di sposed 
of by 

opinion 

(j) 
X 

Juvenil e 
appeals 

% of 
category 
disposed 
of by 

Number opinion 

Cases di sposed of by opi ni on : 

Post-
conviction 

appeals 

% of 
category 
disposed 
of by 

Number opinion 

(j) 

Total 
appeals 
disposed 
of by 

opinion 

436 
91 

100 

304 

254 

228 

419 

106 
134m 

80 

New York--Appe11ate Oivisions of the Supreme Court--Nine 
justices and twelve certified retired judges \jere 
temporarily assigned to this Court. 

New Jersey--Appel1 a,te Di vi sian of Superior Court-.. Twenty-two 
jUdges are authorized. but one jUdge served as acting 
administrative director of the courts. 

Washington--Supreme Court--rn addition, one commissioner serves 
the Supreme Court. and three commissioners served the Court 
of Appeals. 

1 
I 
I 
1 

i iData are not complete: 
Alabama--Court of Criminal Appeals--Data do not 

petitions disposed of in the clerk's office 
of the Court. 

inl;lude " 
at the di rect i on ! 

Nebraska--Supreme Court--Requests to appeal are 
disposition d~ta. 

not included in I 
jExp1anation of data included In the category: 

A1aska--Supreme Court--Clvi1 and criminal appeals include some 
juvenile appeals. 

Idaho--Supreme Court--Ci vii appea 1 s i nclude juvenlll~ appeals. 
Criminal appeals include postconviction remedy cases. 

I , , 
I 

n 
t! 

1 

I 
I 
J 
j 
j 

I 
Original Sentence 

proceedi ngs review only 

% of % of 
category category Total 
disposed disposed cases 
of by of by disposed of Total 

umber opinion Number opinion by opinions Dispositions 

436 789 
61 7% 153 1.011 
40 7% 140 3.711 

291 893 
304 671 
392 2.374 
614 1,614 

231 1.415 
16 20% 270 626 
4 100% (j) 275 1.361 

228 436 
11 24% 240m 659 

430 3.077 

140j 558 

224 328 
114 1.517 

gn 106 777 17% 143m 1.427 
213 530 

176 
193 
313 1.238 
128 786 
667 
143 1.018 

22 28% 203 791 
247 610 

(cont'd) m 
Iowa--Supreme Court and Court of Appeals--Civil appeals 

include agency appeals and postconviction remedy 
appeals. Criminal appeals include sentence review 
only cases. 

KentuckY--Court of Appeals--Of the figures given, 1.005 
were "nonpub 11 shed" opi ni ons. 

Haryland--Court of Appeals--Seventeen of the 140 opinions 
were unreported. 

Court of Special Appeals--843 of the 1.061 were 
unreported and all per curiam. 

I Mlnnesota--Agency appeals data include requests to appeal. 
Hi ss iss I ppi --Supreme Court--Of the 372 written opl ni cns, 

107 were "Unpublished." 
Ohio--Court of Appeals--Hlscel1aneous cases include habeas 

corpus. original actions. administrative agency 
appeals, and appeals from the Court of Claims. 

f 

Number of 
Number cases disposed Number of cases 

of of by opinion di sposed of by Number of 
Justices/ as percent of opinion per opinions 
Judges dispOSitions judge per judge 

9 55% 48 
5 15% 31 
7 4% 20 
7 33% 42 
6 45% 51 
7 17% 56 
7 38% 88 

7 16% 33 
5 43% 54 
9 20% 31 
7 52% 33 
7 36% 34 
7 14% 61 

7 25%j 20j 

7 68% 32 
7 6% 16 
7c 14% 15c 
7 lOr. 20 
5 40% 43 

7 25 
7 28 
9 25% 35 
7 16% 18 
7 95 
9 14% 16 
9c 26% 23c 
7 40% 29 

Categories for disposition type or trial data: 
Georgla--Supreme Court--The 614 written opinions disposed 

of 665 cases. 
ldaho--Supreme Court--19B cas~s were disposed of by 149 

majority and 49 per curiam opinions. 
Illinois--Appe11ate Court--The 2.148 majority opinions 

disposed of 2.523 cases. 
Kentucky--Supreme Court--the 240 opinions disposed of 281 

cases. 
New Jersey--Supreme Court--The 92 written opinions and 18 

per curiam opinions disposed of 134 appeals and 9 
disci pli nary matters. 

Appellate Division of Superior Court--The 3.594 opinions 
disposed of apprOXimately 3.832 cases. 

South Dakota--Supreme Court--170 opinions disposed of 202 
cases. 
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TABLE 11: Time interval (days) data for courts of last resort and intermediate appellate 
courts, 1980. 

Variations in court organization: 

Appellate courts in this table have been 
separated into courts of last resort and 
intermediate appellate courts. See Table 2 for 
the number of appellate courts in each state. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix a. 
Variations in case classification and 
definitlons: 

Data on this table are apparently for appeals 
decided on the merits after a full review by the 
court, although this fact is not usually made 
explicit in the source documents. 

Variations in counting cases: 

Some courts count cases as soon as the notice 
of appeal is filed while others count them at a 
later event, such as at the filing of the record 
or the filing of the appellant's record. The 
latter method will exclude those cases that are 
withdrawn before the counting point from total 
dispositions. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Comparison can be made of time to disposition 
for courts at the same level that use the same 
event for the start of the time interval. The 

Preceding page blank 45 

time intervals used on this table are designed to 
divide the entire time a case is pending into the 
portion of time it is under the control of the 
court and the portion over which the lawyers have 
control. Comparisons can be made of the portion 
of the entire time the case is pending in a 
particular status with similar cases pending in 
another court of the same type. Comparisons can 
also be made of the length of time different 
types of cases take in the same court. 

Limitations on use: 

Courts are grouped on this table by type of 
court (court of last resort or intermediate 
appellate court) and by the events used to define 
the start and end of each interval. Comparisons 
should be restricted to similar types of cases in 
courts that use the same events for the start and 
end of the interval of interest. 

Although an attempt has been made to divide 
the entire time a case is pending into the 
portion over which the lawyers have control and 
the portion the court has control, these are not 
the only actors that affect the pace of 
litigation. The lawyer may have to wait fer the 
court reporter to prepare the necessary 
transcripts. The court may have to wait for 
another court to make a decision on a different 
aspect of the case. This table indicates the 
average pace of litigation for large groups of 
not necessarily homogeneous cases. A detailed 
study of the pace of litigation should be 
supported by data of far greater detail than are 
available here. 
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TABLE 11: 
Time interval (days) data for courts of last resort and intermediate appellate courts, 1980. 
Courts grouped by beginning event point. Beginning event to briefs filed, to argument or submission, and to decision announced 
Argument or submission to decision announced. Type of cases included and statistic type (mean or median). 

Beginning Beginning Argument or 
event event to submission 

State and court title Type of case Beginning to briefs argument or to decision 
event filed submission announced 

Courts of last resort 

Hawaii--Supl'eme Court ............................. civil f11ing of appeal 
criminal 
other filing of appeal 
original proceedings 

Idaho--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• civil and juvenile filing of appeal 244 580 
criminal and 

postconvlction fil I og of appeal 315 478 
administrative agenex filing of aeeeal 203 504 

Alaska--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• civi 1 nl)t ice of appea I 259 339 26lt 
criminal not ice of appeal 315 385 292t 
sentence a.ppeal notice of appeal 163 219 270t 

District of Columbia--Court of Appeals ••••••••••• total cases notice of appeal 270 362 112 
Iowa--Supreme Court .............................. civil notice of appeal 332 159 

pri ority civil notice of appeal 287 131 
criminal not i ce of appeal 3B4 146 
total cases notice of appeal 345 153 

New Hexico--Suereme Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• total cases notice of aeeeal 235 86 
Hew Jersey--Supreme court •••••••••••••••••••••••• total cases notice of appeal or 

granting certification 221 131 
total cases notice of appeal or 

granting certification 193 114 
North Dakota--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••••• ciVil notice of appeal 109 150 118 

criminal notice of appeal 150 185 67 
Oregon--Suereme Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• total cases notice ofJ22eal 113 
Arkansas--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• civil fil i ng of record 139 27 

criminal and post-
conviction remedy fi ling of record 180 21 

Mississippl--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••• total cases fil i ng of record 215 24 
total cases judgment in lower court 

Haryland--Court of Appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••• total cases disposition in lower court 83 
New Jersey--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• total cases judgment below 352 131 
New Jersex--Suereme Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• total cases jUdgment be low 298 114 
Intermediate appellate courts 

Alabama--Court of Civil Appeals •••••••••••••••••• total cases (all ciVil) notice of appeal 119t 183 17 
Iowa--Court of Appeals ........................... civil ready for submission 146 

pri ority civi I ready for submission 146 
criminal ready for sUbmi ssi on 146 
total cases ready for submission 146 

New Jersey--Appellate Division of Superior Court. total cases not ice of appeal 450 18 
total cases notice of appeal 371 13 

New Hexico--Court of Appeals ••••••••••••••••••••• torts notice of appeal 171 
administrative appeals notice of appeal 118 
workmen's compensation notice of appeal 154 
interlocutory appeal notice of appeal 69 
other civil notice of appeal 141 
criminal and Juvenile notice of aeeeal 144 

Oregon--Court o' ~2'eals ••••••••••••••••••••••••• non-crlmlnal notlce o' a2Eeal 3!l 
Texas--Court of elV 1 ~ppeals •••••••••••••••••••• total cases (all civill filing of appeal 49 
Maryland--Court of Special Appeals ••••••••••••••• total cases disposition In lower court 281 27 
New Jersey--Appellate Division of Superior Court. total cases judgment below 494 18 
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Beginning Type 
event to of 
decision stat-
announced .!E.iL 

1,085 mean 
683 mean 

0 mean 
171 mean 
824 mean 

893 mean 
707 ~ 
601t mean 
677t mean 
489t mean 
474 mean 
390 mean 
336 mean 
445 mean 
403 mean 
321 ~ 

347 mean 

361 median 
227 mean 
217 mean 
190t ~ 
166 mean 

201 mean 
239 mean "" 
394 mean 
476 mean 
448 mean 
466 ~ 

181 mean 
mean 
mean 
mean 
mean 

467 mean 
420 median 
329 mean 
317 mean 
284 mean 
78 mean 

275 mean 
221 mean 
222f mean 
195 mean 
308 mean 
511 mean 
462 m\!dian 
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Note: Times are often given in months, fractions of months, or months and 
days. For comparability, months were converted to days by using 30.5 days per month. 

Data on this table are apparently for appeals decided on the merits 
after a full review by the court, although this fact is not usually 
made explicit in the source documents. The data for the Washington 
Supreme Court are only for appeals filed directly with the court, and 
not for appeals certified or transferred from the intermediate 
appellate court. In addition to regular appeals, the New Jersey 
Supreme Court data include some cases in which the decision on the 
merits is made pursuant to the argument as to whether the 
certification should be granted. 

All available data are entered in the table. Blank spaces indicate. 
that the data are not available. 

tFor the time the briefs are filed, the following events were used: 
Readiness--Iowa Supreme Court. 
Data perfected--Washington Supreme Court, and Washington Court of Appeals. 
Appellee's brief--Alabama Court of Civil Appeals 

For time decision announced, the following events were used: 
Opinion publication--Alaska Supreme Court 
Final decision--Oregon Supreme Court and Oregon Court of Appeals 
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TABLE 12: Filed cases in appellate courts, 1975-1980. 

:l 
;)!! w 

\' 
Variations in court organization: 

Appellate courts in this table have been 
separated into courts of last resort and 
intermediate appellate courts. See Table 2 for 
the number of appellate courts in each state. 

Of the 54 courts of last resort in the 50 
states, District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, 42 
reported complete trend data on appellate cases 
filed for at least five years. Of the 36 
intermediate appellate courts, 26 reported 
complete trend data on appellate cases filed for 
at least five years. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the State Court Case10ad 
Statistics: Annual Reeort series, 1976-1980 and 
historical data supplled by selected state court 
administrative offices. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

The jurisdiction of each court is outlined 
briefly in the court system chart for each state 
located in Part II of this report. Variations in 
jurisdiction make case10ad comparisons among 
appellate courts extremely difficult. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

The case classifications used in the Annual 
RfiPort series are those chosen for inc1usTOilTn 
t e State Court r10de1 Annual Report and State 
Court Model Statistical Dictlonary. Differences 
among states in what they include in even the 
broad category, appellate case, can make case10ad 
comparisons difficult from state to state. Some 
courts, for example, include only appeals in 
their appellate case10ad. Some include original 
appellate proceedings as cases, while others 
exclude them. Some courts count requests to 
appeal as separate cases, double-counting those 
that are granted and become appeals. 

Variations in counting cases: 

As indicated in Table 11, some courts count 
cases as soon as the notice of appeal is filed 
whil e others count them at a 1 ater event. The 
latter will exclude those cases that are 
withdrawn befol"e the counting point from total 
filings. 

The other variations in counting noted in 
Table 11 also applies to Table 12. 

Appropriate analyses: 

The method of counting cases and the data 
included for each yearly figure wel"e kept 
constant for each court. As a result, the number 
and percent changes in case10ads reported in 
these tables are, except where otherwise noted, 
due to accrual change (usually growth) in court 
filings and not to changes in the way the court 
counted cases. Changes for similar courts or for 
all courts within a state may be compared for 
identical time periods. 

Limitations on use: 

Case10ads normally fluctuate from year to 
year, so changes from one year to the next may 
not be representative of the actual underlying 
trend. The change in the jurisdiction of a court 
or the creation of an intermediate appellate 
court will have a dramatic effect on the rate and 
di recti on of change of re1 ated courts' 
case10ads. Creation of an intennediate court 
increases the opportunity to file cases, so 
states in which these courts were created will 
pr-obab 1y show faster gt'owth in the total 
appellate caseload than that found in states that 
either had an intermediate court for the entire 
i~terval or did not have one at all. Once the 
capacity of the new court is reached, the rate of 
growth may decrease. The addition of judges to 
an intermediate court may have a similar though 
less dramatic effect on historical caseload data 
growth patterns. 
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TABLE 12: 
Filed cases in appellate courts, 1975-1980. 
Number of cases filed, and percent changes. 

State and court title Cases fil ed Percent changes 
1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1979-1980 1975-1980 

Courts of last resort 
Alabama--Supreme Court.......... 369 510 815 667 762 846 8q (11%) 477 (1~ 
Alaska--Supreme Court........... 315 468 613 630 656 572* -84 (-13%l 257 (82%) 
Arizona--Supreme Court.......... 905k 1.063k 1.005k 1.171k 1.093k 1.140 47 (4% k 235 (26%)k 
California--Supreme Court....... 3.668 3.801 3.850 4.012 3.784 3.963 179 (5%) 295 (8%) 
Colorado--Supreme Court......... 553 651 735 854 941 950 9 (1%) 397 (72%) 
~0T.el~a~wa~r~e~--~S~u~pr~e~me~C~ou~r~t~ •• ~.r.~ .. ~.~ . . ~ __ ~~~~3 ____ ~3~3~5 ____ ~36~4~ __ -=3~61~ __ ~3~39L-__ ~3~3~2 ________ ~-7~(~-~2%~)~ _____ -~1~(~-~1%~)~ 
DistrIct of Columbla--Court of -

Appeals..................... 1.265 1.369 1.353 1.305 1.236 1.426 190 (15%) 161 (13%) 
Florida--Supreme Court.......... 1.846 2,214 2.253 2.740 2.561 1.714 -847 (-33%) -132 (-7%) 
Georg!a--Supreme Court.......... 1.313 L433 1.496 1.506 1,450b 1.580 130 (9%) b 
Hawaii--Supreme Court........... 194 '~05 316 374 338 416* 78 (23%) 222 (114%) 
IdahO--Supreme Court............ 338 33Z 374 340 410 438 28 (7%) 100 (30%) 
Illinois--Supreme Court......... 1.087 998 1.139 1.250 1.346 1.461 115 (9%) 374 (34%) 
Indlana--Supreme Court.......... 430 476 466 604 646 42 (7%) 
Iowa--Supreme Court............. 1.086 1.176 1,231* 1.490 1.507 1.620 113 (7%) 534 (49%) 
Kansas--Supreme Court........... 368 438 454* 443 410 -33 (-7%) 42 (11%) 
Kentucky--Supreme Courtk........ 1.199 833* 463 771 754 733 -21 (-3%) -466 (-39%) 
Louisiana--Supreme Court........ 1.606 1,762 2.266 2.405 2.842 3.071 229 (8%) 1.465 (91%l 
Maine--Supreme Judicial Court... 268. 334. 379 422 408 565 157 (38% 297 (111% 
Maryland--Court of Appeals...... 756J 657J 558 585 540 565 25 5% (j) 
Michigan--Supreme Court......... 974 1,045 1.503 1.~36 1.470 1.850 380 26% 876 90% 
Minnesota--Supreme Court........ 921 911 1.001 1.117 
Mississ!ppi--Supreme Court...... 936 797 774 843 960 117 (14%) 
Missouri--Supreme Court......... 439 579 667 615 684 836 152 (22%) 
Montana--Supreme Court.......... 299 409 469 517

i 
472. 494 22 (5%) 

Nebraska--Supreme Court......... 571 i 716 i 607 i 646 6381 741i 103 (16%)i 
Nevada--Supreme Court........... 553 806 1.092 1.031 912 731 -181 (-22%) 

Oklafioma--STAfE TOTAL •••••••• ,.. 1.806 1.998 2.002 1.729 1.922 
Supreme Court................. 992 1.019 1.109 1.029 1.176 
Court of Criminal Appeals..... 814 979 893 700 746 

Oregon--Supreme Court........... 773 973 885 594 727 
Pennsylvania--Supreme Court..... 1.696 1.736 1.549 1.944 1.850 
Puerto Rico--Supreme Court...... 1.083 1.204 1.248 1.136 1.170 
Rhode Island--Su reme Court..... 347 411 427 445 486 

ou aro lna-- upreme our ••• 
South Oakota--Supreme Court ••••• 
Tennessee--Supreme Court .••••••• 
Texas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••• 

Supreme Court ................ . 
Court of Criminal A~peals ••••• 

vermont--supreme Cour •••••••••• 
Virginia--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
Washington--Supreme Court ••••••• 
West Virginia--Supreme Court 

of Appeals ................. . 
Wisconsin--Supreme Court •••••••• 
Wyoming--Supreme Court •••••••••• 
Intermediate appellate courts 
Alabama--SIAIE fOIAL •••••••••••• 

Court of Civil Appeals •••••••• 
Court of Cri mi na 1 Appeals ..... 

Alaska--Court of Appeals •••••••• 
Arizona--Court of Appeals ••••••• 
California--Courts of Appeal •••• 
Colorado--Court of Appeals •••••• 
Florida--Court of Appeals ••••••• 
Georgia--Court of Appeals ••••••• 
Hawaii--Intermediate Court of 

Appea Is .................... . 
Illinois--A ellate Court ••••••• 
n ana-- ourt 0 ppea 5 ••••••• 

Iowa--Court of Appeals •••••••••• 
Kansas--Court of Appeals •••••••• 
Kentucky--Court of Appeals •••••• 
Louisiana--Courts of Appeal ••••• 
Maryland--Court of Special 

Appea 1 s ••.•••••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts--Appeals Court •••• 
Michigan--Court of Appeals •••••• 

1.526 
504 

720 
840 
129 

1.0111 
133 
878i 

1.725 
9.936 

858 
7.849 

2.020 

1.286j 
870 

4.435 

1.672 
589 

878 
939 
138 

1.2701 
186 

l,084i 

2.017 
10.312 

915 
9.129 
1.754 

615 
2.189 

1.541J 
605 

4.544 

1.932 
638 

863 
904 
146 

1, 161 1 

308
i 853 

2.005 
11.460 
1.128 
9.647 
2.132 

356 
370 

1.922 
2.407 

1.545 
1.166 
5.274 

1.846 
654 

713 

157 

1,2131 
361i 
912 

2.183 
12.337 
1.119 
9.563 
2.000 

370 
792 

1.571 
2.386 

1.544 
1.050 
5.248 

1,862 
785 

1.012 
636* 
177 

1.2481 

419. 
8291 

1.999 
12.853 
1.214 

12.350 
1.969 

377 
816 

1.863 
2.664 

1.689 
1.045 
5.499 

294 
1.864 
2,457 
1.636 

811 
834 

1.774 
1.382 

608 

2.091 
767 

1.262 
683 
207 

1.3021 

464. 
8381 

69 
2.212 

14.374 
1.207 

11.801 
2.031 

1.892 
1.210 
5.980 

86 
143 
535 
460 
65 

107 
-76 
212 
122 

229 
-18 

(m) 
(8%) 

(28%) 
(39%) 

(9%) 
(15%) 
(-4%) 
(18%) 

25%) 

250 (25%) 
47 (7%) 
30 (17%) 

54 (4%) I 
45 (l1%li 
9 (1% 

213 
1.521 

-7 
-549 

62 

(11%) 
(12%) 
(-1%) 
(-5%) 

(3%) 

83 (22%) 
100 (12%) 
404 (22%) 
209 (8%) 

203 (12%) 
165 (16%) 
481 ( 9%) 

397 (90%) 
195 (65%). 
170 (30%)1 
178 (32%) 
331 (124%). 

56 (5%)1 
77 (15%) 

165 
541 

1.100 
644 
-3 
61 
78 

299 
261 

(128%) 
(41%) 
(81'.1» 
(65%) 
(-1%) 

(8%) 
(5%) 

(28%) 
(75%) 

565 (37%) 
263 (52%) 

542 (75%) 
-157 (-19%) 

78 (60%) 

291 (29%) i 
331 (249%ll 
-40 (-5% 

487 (28%) 
4.438 (45%) 

349 (41%) 
3.952 (50%) 

853 (42%) 

(j) 
340 (39%) 

1.545 (35%) 

(continued on next page) 

49 



I 

... 

r 
l.! 

"I 
11 

l~ 
, , 

TABLE 12: 
Filed cases in appellate courts, 1975-1980. (continued) 

State and court title Cases fil ed 

1975 1976 1977 
Intermediate appellate courts 
(continued) 
Mlssourl--Court of Appeals •••••• 1,818 2,181 2,146 
New Jersey--Appellate Division 

of Superior Court ••••••••••• 4.383 4.819 5.978 
New Mexico--Court of Appeals •••• 514 446 576 
New York--Appellate Divisions 

7.362i 7.826i of the Supreme court •••••••• 
Appellate Terms of the 

Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
Ohio--Court of Appeals •••••••••• 
Oklahoma--Court of A eals ...... 

regon-- ourt 0 ppea s •••••••• . 9 . . 
Pennsylvania--STATE TOTAL ••••••• 5,023 6,067 6.364 

Superior court •••••••••••••••• 2.996 3.631 3,700 
Commonwealth Court •••••••••••• 2.027 2,436 2.664 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• 1.285 1.330 1.472 
Court of Appeals •••••••••••••• 655 694 758 
Court of Criminal Appeals ••••• 630 636 714 

Texas--Courts of Civil Appeals •• 1.764 1.824 1.969 
Washington--Court of Appeals •••• 1,819 1,777 1,996 
Wisconsin--Court of Appeals ••••• 

Note: For inclusion on this table a case is defined as any 
appeal. any original proceeding. or any request to 
appeal. Requests to appeal are counted when originally 
filed and are not counted again if granted. All complete 
data are entered in the table. Blank spaces indicate 
that the data are not available. 

-- = Not applicable. 

1978 

2,255 

6,098 
539 

8.384i 

. 
7.692 
4.495 
3.197 
1.424 

730 
694 

2.172 
2,093 

Percent changes 

1979 1980 1979-1980 1975-1980 

2,219 2.646 427 (19%) 828 (46%) 

503 (9%) 1.738 (40%) 5,618 6,121 
517 570 53 (10%) 56 (11%) 

8.418i 8.630i 212 (3%)i 1.268 

(7%) 
(12%) 
-23% . . - % . 

6.933 8.318 1.385 (20%) 3,295 (66%) 
4.047 4.523 476 (12%) 1,527 i51 %) 
2.886 3.795 gOg (31%) 1.768 87%) 
1.438 1.520 82 (6%) 235 (18%) 

775 806 31 (4%) 231 (35%) 
663 714 51 (8%) 84 (13%) 

2.445 2.621 176 (7%) 857 (49%) 
2,243 2.752 509 (23%) 933 (51%) 
1.983 2.287 304 (15%) 

Nebraska--Supreme Court--Figures given include appeals and 
original jurisdiction cases only. No information is 
available on the number of requests to appeal that are 
filed. 

New Jersey--Supreme Court--Data do not include all motions 
for direct certification and mol\ons for leave to appeal. 

New York--Appellate Divisions of the Supreme Court--Data 
reported do not include original proceedings • 

*Indi cates the year the i ntermedi ate appell ate court began 
operation. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Maryland--Court of Appeals and Court of Special Appeals-

Requests to appeal granted were double counted in the data 
reported here for 1975 and 1976--once when the request to 
appeal was filed and again when the resulting appeal was 
filed. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 
Georgia--Supreme Court--Oata reported by the court prior to 

1979 do not include pending data, and it is therefore not 
clear how requests to appeal which were granted in these 
years were counted. Data from befire 1979 may not be 
comparable with that reported for years after 1979. 

iData are not complete: 
Alabama--Court of Criminal Appeals--Figures do not include 

petitions disposed in the clerk's office at the direction 
of the court. 
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kAdditional information: 
Arizona--Supreme Court--Figures given for 1975-1979 were 

corrected from previous editions of this report. 
KentuckY--Supreme Court--Before 1976. the court of last 

resort was named the Court of Appeals. 
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Trial court summary statistics 

This section contains tables that display the 
1980 statistical data from the trial courts. The 
data cannot be found in published annual reports 
alone. All published annual reports and other 
available documents from the 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, Guam, and Puerto Rico were 
used. Unpublished data provided by state court 
administrators or other officials were also used. 

In this 1980 Annual Report the number of states 
with some trial court data displayed has increased 
from 44 states and the District of Columbia in 
1975, to 49 states, the District of Columbia, 
Guam, and Puerto Rico in 1977, 1978, 1979, and 
1980. The major reason for the increase has been 
the addition of statistics from limited jurisdic
tion courts. Court systems that contributed to 
the 1975 Annual Report have provided more data as 
state court administrators have become aware of 
the CSIM Project data needs. Several states that 
submitted no data for the 1975 report have since 
changed or improved their data systems to the 
extent that they now provide data for the national 
statistical series. 

Trial court data received from states are gen
erally more detailed and easier to interpret than 
appellate court data. However, some very specific 
problems prevent comparisons of the data presented 
in this report. These problems are (1) the lack 
of uniform case classifications; (2) lack of uni
form ways of counting cases; (3) the lack of com
plete data reported by the courts; (4) questions 
relating to the validity of data collected, both 
published and unpublished; and (5) variations in 
the subject matter jurisdiction of the courts. 

The first problem in comparing data available 
from trial courts is the lack of uniformity in 
case classification and unit of case count. Both 
the case categories and the data classified in the 
case categories vary from state to state. Under 
the case category of "law," for example, one state 
may use the term "civil judgment," another "civil 
comp,laint," and still another may report the case 
as 'money judgment." This makes consolidation of 
these categories difficult. The lack of uniformity 
in unit of case count causes difficulty in compar
ison of case10ad (see Figure C). Units of 
counting criminal cases may be informations, in
dictments, or complaints; the number of defendants; 
or even the number of charges. Civil cases may be 
counted at the filing of a complaint, at note of 
issue, or at the time placed on the calendar. 

The second problem in comparing data available 
from trial courts is the lack of complete statis
tics. Some states report only total caseload. 
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Others report individual case categories, but omit 
breakdowns within certain categories to show what 
is included within, for example, domestic rela
tions, estate, or mental health. This omission 
presents a problem in interstate comparisons. In 
addition, there are states that are not consistent 
in their reporting of data. The general jurisdic
tion court, for example, may give detailed category 
breakdowns, whereas the limited jurisdiction court 
may report only total civil, criminal, and juvenile 
cases, or not report at all. 

The third problem relates to questions of va
lidity of the data collected, both published and 
unpublished. One of the major factors in data va
lidity is the chance of human error. Many elements 
(hidden data, transposition of figures, double 
counting of cases, manner used to verify data) 
contribute to the scope of this problem. Although 
many verification techniques have been implemented 
by state court administrators and by the Court 
Statistics and Information Management Project 
staff to keep el'rors to a mi nimum, the reader 
should understand that a verification process does 
not guarantee absolute accuracy. 

The final problem is variation in the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the courts. In 1980, five 
states, Illinois, Idaho, Iowa, Missouri and South 
Dakota. the District of Columbia, and Guam, 
handled all types of cases in general jurisdiction 
courts. In other states, such as Florida and New 
Jersey, general jurisdiction courts process only 
major criminal cases and major civil actions, 
while other civil and criminal cases are handled 
by limited jurisdiction courts. Limited 
jurisdiction courts were added to this series in 
1976 In order to present a complete picture of the 
trial court caseload. The 1980 state statistical 
profiles in Part II show that the number and types 
of trial courts vary from state to state. This 
difference in court structure must be kept in mind 
while examining the data in these summary tables. 

The reader should note two other factors before 
reviewing the trial court tables. The first: only 
states reporting data that could be displayed in 
specific case category tables (i.e., felony, real 
property rights, status offenses, etc.) were in
cluded in such tables. For the sake of clarity, 
those states that did not report such data were not 
1 i sted. 

The following tables are sequenced from a gen
eral overview (national case10ad totals for courts) 
to the more specific caseload detail (civil, crim
inal. traffic, and juvenile case categories and 
case1oad). 

Ll 
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FIGUREC: 

il Criminal case unit of count, used by trial courts, by state. 
-i 

" 

\~ 
Cfiargi ng Derenoants Otfier : 

J oocument on , Inronnation, infonnation, Other/or -~ 

'~'"1 '" indictment, indictment, no 
or or Case consistent 

State Court complaint complaint Charges number definition 
Alabama All tri a 1 courts reporting X 
Alaska All trial courts X 
Arizona All trial courts X 
Arkansas All trial courts X 
California All tri al courts X 
Coloraoo All trial courts X 
Connecticut All trial courts X 
Delaware Superior Court X 

Family Court X 
All other trial courts X 

District or Columbia superi or Court X 
Florida All trial courts X 
Georgia Superior Court X 

All other trial courts reporting X 
Guam X 
Hawaii ci rcui t Court X 

District Court X 
Idaho All trial courts X 
III inois Circuit Court X 
Indiana All trial courts reporting X 
Iowa District Court X 
Kansas All tnal courts reporting X 
Kentucky All trial courts X 
Louisiana All trial courts X 
Maine Superior Court X 

District Court X 
Maryland Circult Court X 

District Court X 
Massachusetts All trial courts reporting X 
Michigan All trial courts reporting X 
Minnesota All trial courts X 
Mississippi All trial courts reporting X 
Mi ssouri All trial courts reporting X "" 
Montana Di stri ct Court X 
Nebraska District Court X 

County Court X 
I~unicipal Court X 

Nevaoa District Court X 
New Hampshire All trial courts X 
New Jersey All trial courts X 
New Mexico Di stri ct Court X 

Maristrate Court X 
New York Al trial courts reporting X 
North Carolina All trial courts X 
North Dakota All tri al courts X 
Ohio All trial courts X 
Oklahoma District Court X 
Oregon All trial courts X 
Pennsyl vani a All trial courts reporting X 
Puerto Rico All trial courts reporting X 
Rhode Island Superi or Court X 

I All other trial courts X , 
Soutfi Ca ro li na All trial courts X 

I ; 
South Dakota Circuit Court X f 
Tennessee All trial courts reporting X ! Texas All trial courts X I 

Utah All trial courts X I 
Vennont All trial courts X 
Virginia All tri al courts X 
Washington All trial courts X 

~ 
,:. 

West Virginia All tri al courts reporting X 
Wisconsin All trial courts X il , 
Wyoming Dj stri ct Court X 

~ 

~ 

52 
0 

" 
tI 



I 

... 

r 
--~-------------------------

fl 
jl 
I 

1 TABLE 13: 
,,! 
J 
'Ii 

II 

TABLE 13: Reported national caseload (civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total) in 
all trial courts, 1980. J 

1 

1 
I 

Reported national caseload (civil criminal t ff'" . 
EstImated civil, criminal, juventle, traffic 'and total c~sra /Icd' JuVden."e, and, total~ In all trial courts, 1980. 

I es IlJe an dIsposed In al/ tnal courts. 
Variations in court organization: 

In 1980 the number of different kinds of 
trial courts in a state ranged from 1 (in states 
with a single-tier trial court) to 15. Five 
states (Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, and 
South Dakota), the District of Columbia, and Guam 
have no limited jurisdiction courts. 
Massachusetts technically has one general 
jurisdiction court with seven departments. 

A court organization chart for each state can 
be found in Part II of this report. 

Variations in subject matter jurisidiction: 

When comparing trial court statistics, the 
differences in jurisdiction both within and among 
states must be examined. For example, general 
jurisdiction courts in states with single-tier 
courts handle all cases from felonies to parking 
Violations, and from the larvest civil actions to 
small claims. Another state s general 
ju";sdiction courts may have a criminal division 
that handles only felony matters (after 
preliminary hearings in limited jUrisdiction 
courts), and a civil division that handles no 
civil cases involving less than $10,000. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

Some states report only total caseload. 
Others report individual case categories, but 
omit breakdowns within certain categories to show 
what is included within, for example, domestic 
relations, estate, or mental health. This 
omission presents a problem in interstate 
comparison. 

In addition, there are states that are not 
consistent in their reporting of data. The 
general jurisdiction court, for example, may give 
detailed category breakdowns, whereas the limited 
jurisdiction court may report only total civil, 
criminal, and juvenile cases, or not report at 
all. 

Sources of data: 

The 1980 state statistical profiles in Part 
II show how the number and types of courts vary 
from state to state. Also see Appendix 8. 

Variations in counting cases: 

Figure C displays the existing variation in 
criminal case units of count. These figures show 
that the problem of case definition in trial 
courts is more acute on the criminal side. Most 
states, Puerto Rico, and Guam count civil cases 
in all trial courts when the petition or 
complaint is filed. In criminal cases, however, 
the two major units of count are almost evenly 
divided. Paper documents filed are the count 
unit for some courts, while the number of 

defendants is the count unit for other courts. 
In fact, several states have courts using 
different units of count. 

Reported cases: 

The reported cases for all trial courts, for 
general jurisdiction courts, and for limited 
jurisdiction courts include all complete data by 
the level of court indicated within the state. 
For example, for a state with more than one 
limited jurisdiction court to be included in the 
reported cases for limited jurisdiction courts, 
all of its limited jurisdiction courts must have 
reported complete data. 

Number of states reporting complete data: 

This figure represents the total number of 
states whose trial courts, at the indicated 
level, reported complete data. 

Percent of popul ati on rept'esented by comp1 ete 
data: 

State population figures used are the revised 
1980 Bureau of Census figures and total 
229,712,000 for the 50 states, the District of 
Columbia and Puerto Rico. This was the figure 
used to compute percent of population represented 
by complete data for all trial courts, and for 
ci vii and crimi na 1 case types in general 
jurisdiction courts. 
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Estimated national totals: 

These are the cumulative totals of all 
reported state total data that were complete, 
plus the estimated totals for each state for 
which complete figures were unavailable. The 
procedure used to estimate incomplete and missing 
data is discussed in Appendix A. 

Appropriate analyses: 

The estimates of total trial court volume can 
be compared to the Estimates of the total 
appellate volume given in Table 1 to indicate the 
relationship between trial and appellate courts. 
The estimate of the total volume of each major 
case type, civil, criminal, traffic, and 
juvenile, shows the relative distribution of the 
types of cases that are brought to the trial 
courts. 

Limitations on use: 

The estimates of case volume are based on 
complete data from only a portion of the states. 
It is not possible at this time to gauge the 
variability of these estimates. They should be 
viewed only as gross, "ball park" estimates, and 
not as representing the exact volume of cases in 
state courts. 

I 

Reported and estimated caseload 
CIVIL 

All trial courts: 
Reported cases 
Number of stat~;' ;~p~;t; ~g' ~~~i ~t~' d~t~"" •••••••••••••••••••••• " •••••••• '" .•••••••••• 
~:~cen~ o~ population represented by compi~t~'d~t~"""""""""""""""""""" 
E cen 0 variance explained (R2)......... • ..................................... .. 
st!mated totals from Appendix A.... • ............................................ . 

Estlmated national totals ..................................... • ............................. . ............... . 
~RIHINAL •••••.••.•••••.•••••.•••.•••••.•.•.. 

All trial courts: 
Reported cases 
Number ft···· .............. • .. ••••••••• .. o sates reporting complete data ........................................... . 
~:~~:~i o} tot~l populati?n represented by·~~~pi~t~·d~t~·········· •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
E t· 0 var ance explalned (R2)........... • ................................ . 
s lmated totals from Appendix A... • .......................................... . 

Estimated national totals ...................................... • ;: ................................................ ::::: ........... . 
~AFFIC ........... . 

All trial courts: 
Reported cases N b ............................ . 

um er of states reporting complete data ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Percent f I ti •••••••••••• • ••••••••••••• Pe t Of popu a on represented by complete data •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
rcen 0 variance explained (R2)......... • ..................................... .. 

Est~mated totals from Appendix A...... • ............................................. . 
Estlmated national totals ............. ::::····· .......................................... . 

........................................... , ... . 
JUVENILE 

All trial courts: 
Reported cases 
N b f·· .... • .. · .. • .............. • .. Um er 0 states reporting Complete data ••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Percent of population t'epresented b co .. ........... ............. ........ ..... .. ... . 
Percent of variance explained (R2) y mplete data (227,836 is total populationj·········· 
Estimated totals from Appendix A .. :::: .... • .. • .. • .. • ...... • ...................... ::::::::: 
Estimated national totals ••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 

................................................. :::::::::::::::: 
TOTAL 

All trial courts: 
~erirted d Cases •••••••••• " •••••••••••••••• 
s mate totals from Appendix A..... .. ............................................ . 

Estimated national totals ............ ::::··· .. • .......................................... : 
................................................. 

Filed 

8,431,078 
28 
58% 
91% 

6,185,451 
14,600,000 

4,842,791 
19 
44% 

93% and 90% 
6,419,061 

11,260,000 

44,117,662 
30 
60% 
72% 

14,279.973 
58,400,000 

1,291,205 
44 
84% 
32% 

255,504 
1,547,000 

58,682,736 
27,139,989 
85.820,000 

Note: Oata included in this table are those f 
To ascertain the states that reported dr~m ~he 50 states, the District of Columbia Guam and Puerto Rico. 

a a 1 n any cate90ry, refer to Tabl e 14. ' 
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Disposed 

6,056,319 
22 
46% 
97% 

7,071 ,087 
13,100,000 

3,578,971 
15 
35% 
99% 

6,703,439 
10,280,000 

30,239,657 
25 
51% 
99% 

19,860,425 
50,100,000 

1,076,624 
31 
72% 
99% 

432,589 
1,509,000 

40,951,571 
34,067,540 
75,000,000 
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TABLE 14: Reported total trial court caseload, 1980. 

Variations in court organization: 

Fifty states, the District of Columbia, Guam, 
and Puerto Rico have 1980 trial court data 
displayed in Table 14. 

A court organization chart for each state is 
in Part II of this report. The wide variation in 
court organization from state to state can be 
illustrated by comparing the District of 
Columbia's single-tier court system with Georgia, 
which has a number of general jurisdiction and/or 
limited jurisdiction courts. These differences 
in court organization determine the proportion of 
total trial court caseload that Nill be heard in 
general jurisdiction and in limited jurisidiction 
courts in each state. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction: 

The variations in court organization 
mentioned above will also determine what 
proportion of dVil, criminal, traffic, and 
juvenil e case types are heard at each 1 evel of 
court. See the individual court profiles in Part 
II for the case types handled in each trial court. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

Table 14 shows only the very broad breakdown 
of caseload into civil, criminal, traffic. and 
juvenile cases, and indicates with NHs the case 
types not handled in each particular court. This 
table gives a good overview of the way caseload 
is distributed among the trial courts. The large 
number of blank spaces indicates from which 
courts data were unavailable for 1980. No totals 
appear for a state on the state name line in any 
of the columns unless complete data (at least 
90%) were reported by all courts handling that 
case type. State totals are left blank if data 
were missing from any court in the state. 

Sources of data are indicated in the individual 
court profiles in Part II and Appendix B. 

Variations in counting civil and criminal cases: 

Those states that count criminal cases by 
charging documents are listed separately from 
those that count defendants. States that use 
some other unit of count for criminal cases will 
have the definition spelled out in the charging 
document columns, and have the data listed in the 
defendant columns. Care should be taken to avoid 
comparing defendant-count states with state data 
based on other units of count. These definitions 
in criminal cases are spelled out in the 
immediately preceding Figure C. An "*" next to a 
court indicates that the civil unit of count is 
not the filing of a complaint. Please check the 
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profile to identify the unit of count. Only data 
from those states that count cases in the same way 
can be compared. 

Appropriate analyses: 

All percentage calculations that were less 
than 1% but greater than 0% have been rounded up 
to 1%. All percentage calculations that were less 
than 0% but greater than -1% have been rounded 
down to -1%. 

Dis osed cases as ercent of filed. This 
measure represents t e percent 0 t e number of 
filed cases that the court was able to dispose. 
The percent is computed by dividing the number of 
cases filed by the number disposed and then 
multiplying by one hundred. A percent over one 
hundred indicates that the court disposed more 
cases than were filed, thus reducing pending 
caseload. A percent significantly less than one 
hundred indicates that the court is not keeping up 
with the volume of cases being filed. This 
measure was not computed if the number of cases 
filed was less than ten. 

Filed (disposed) eer 100,000 pOYUlation. The 
unit of state populatlon used on al court 
caseload charts is 100,000. This measure 
compensates for variations in state population and 
gives a more realistic basis for comparison of 
caseloads among states of various sizes. If the 
number of filings was unavailable but the number 
of dispositions was available, the number of cases 
disposed per unit of population was entered in 
this column in place of the number of cases filed 
per population unit. The use of this alternative 
quantity is indicated by enclosing it in 
parentheses. Population figures represent the 
total state population. 

If all other factors (court jurisdiction. case 
definition. unit of count, etc.) are similar, the 
filed per unit of population statistic will permit 
direct comparison among states of the number of 
filed civil cases. criminal cases, traffic cases, 
juvenile cases, as well as among state totals. 

Limitations on use: 

Data that are not at least 90% complete are 
not included in this table to prevent 
inappropriate comparisons. The data that are 
included must account for differences between the 
way cases are defined and counted in different 
courts. Where possible, comparisons should be 
limited to those among state totals for specific 
types of cases. Before making comparisons between 
limited jurisdiction courts or among general 
jurisdiction courts, check the organization charts 
in Part II of this volume for similarities in 
jurisdiction. 
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TABLE 14: 
Reported total trial court caseload, 1980. 
General and limited jurisdiction courts. Population. Fl'led and disposed. Disposed as a percentage of filed, and filed 
per 100,000 population for the civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total state case/oad 

State end court name 

ALABAMA: STATE TOTAL 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Probata Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
"'unlclp~1 Court ••••••••••••• fe ••••• 

ALASKA: STATE TOTAL .............. .. 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Mlsglstrate's Court •••••••••••••••• 

ARIZONA: STATE TOTAL .............. . 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court ....... . 
City Magistrate Court ••••••••••••• 

ARKANSAS: STATE TOTAL ............ .. 
CIrcuit Court .................... . 
Chancery Court and Probate Court •• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court .................... .. 
Court of COI'M'IOn Pleas ••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Pee.ce Court, Pol1ce 

Court, and City Court ......... .. 

CALIfORNIA: STATE TOTAl .......... .. 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
MunIcipal Court ............ , •••••• 

COLORADO: STATE TOTAL ............. . 
District Court, Donver Suporlor 

Court, Denver Juvon 11 e Court. 
end Denver Prob8te Court ...... .. 

'liater Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
C04Jnty Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hunlclp81 Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

CONNECTICUT: STATE TOTAl ••••••••••• 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

DELAWARE: STATE TOTAL ............ .. 
Superior Court ••••••••••••••• , •••• 
Court of Chancery • ~ .............. . 
Court of COIf'mOn PI88S ............ . 
F.amlly Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
MunIcIpal Court of WilmIngton ••••• 
Aidertl'llllo's Court •••••••••••••••••• 
JustIce of tho Peoc. Court 

01 STRICT OF COLUIoIBI A: 
Suporlor Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

FLORIDA: STATE TOTAL .............. . 
~Ircult coort ••••• , ••••••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 

GEORGIA: STATE TOTAl .............. . 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
St.te Court and 

County Court ................... . 
Probata Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
JuYon lie Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court ...... .. 
S ... II ClaIms Court .............. .. 
Munlclp.1 Court Cloc.ted In 

Savannah and Columbus) ......... . 
Maglstrate!s Court .............. .. 
CI vii Court ••••• II •••••••••••••••• 
Criminal Court, Hunlclpol Court 

(other loc8tlons), Rocorderls 
Court, Hoyor's Court, City 
Councl f Court. and Police Court .. 

JurIsdIctIon 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 

G 

G 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 
G 
L 
L 

G 

G 
G 
L 
L 
L 

L 

G 

G 
L 

G 

L 
L 

L 

L 
L 
L 

Stote 
population 

3.890 

400 

2,718 

2,286 

23.669 

2.889 

3,108 

595 

638 

9,140 

5,464 
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Stata and court tota I s 

Filed 

123.141 
528.303 

146.513 
12.853 

129,810 
3,910 

1.433,3561 

109,0691 

529.0321 

195.255 

591,602 1 

46,518 
46.421 

462,961 
13.463 

381 

18.804,434 
110.1/6 
635,609 

11.458/109 

139,813 
2.226 

295.713 

618.581 
630,419 
48,168 

231.051 1 

1,5/5 
2,166 

13,598 
21.625 
23,344 

149.569 

196,360 

2,951.955 
522,876 

2,435,079 

435,104 

Dlsposod 

119,531 
505.180 

143,901 
11,914 

128,506 
3.427 

1,216,6561 

103,301 1 

455,9931 

651.362 

45,891 

14,604,090 
562.043 
531,917 

13,504.010 

124,508 
2,445 

263,042 

238,230 
1,159 
2,119 

13,153 
26,082 
22,915 
16.881 

149.315 

198,403 

2,121,513 
463,615 

2,263/898 

162,2791 

400.426 

Dis
posed 
as , 

01 
filed 

97, 

96' 

98. 

93' 
99. 
88. 

18. 
19. 
e5~ 

11. 

89' 
110' 
89. 

Filed 
(dl.
posed) 
per 
100,000 
popu
I.tlon 

3,166 
13,58/ 

36,643 
3,213 

32,453 
918 

52,7)6 1 

4.013 1 

19.464 1 

29,259 

26,1431 

2.035 
2.031 

20,252 
589 

11 

Filed 

NH 

24,605 
10.433 
13.618 

554 

CIvIl 

DispOSed 

14,459 
148.815 

NH 

21,110 
9.908 

10,812 
390 

Dis
posed 
.s J 

01 
filed 

NH 

filed 
(dIs
posed 
por 
100,01 
popu
lotio 

N: 

86' 6,15, 
95, 2.60: 

~~: 3.~~! 
I 146,0521 135,1821 93JI 5,J1, 

91,562 1 81,432 / 3.361 
54/4901 41,7501 88,1 2,001 

NH NH NN ~ 

------------------~? 104.5051 4.51, 
30,041 30,135 100' 1.31~ 
46,421 2,O)! 
25,869 1 1,1:,1 

1,628 1 
387 1; 

19,448 1,591,149 1.149,012 
414,093 
40.108 

694,811 

.. J. 
3,003 
2,685 

13,159 

4,839 
71 

10,238 

21.834 
20.284 

1,550 

1,263 
465 

2,285 
4,643 
3,923 

(2,838) 
25.1J8 

30,171 

30,369 
5,368 

25,001 

1,963 

548.442 
53,210 

990,091 

182,652 

105,387 
2,226 

15,039 
NH 

208.164 
159,996 
48,168 

46,940 
4,400 
2,766 
4,069 

16,316 
NH 

361 
19,028 

146,182 

504,504 
215,194 
229,310 

115,2161 

153,991 

Nfl 

156,423 

94,U6 
2,445 

59 .2~2 
NH 

45,115 
4,189 
2,119 
4,004 

15,/25 
NH 

356 
19,382 

146.291 

453.864 
252,831 
201.033 

90. 
110' 
19. 

NH 

100' 

88, 

Nil NH 

2'~1 
4,IE~ 

2,8 

Ii 
II 
t/ 
I 

C r 1 .. 1 n • 1 
Chargl n9 document 

1 
Defendant 

FIled 
(dls-

DIs- posed) DIs-
posed per posed .s , 100.000 .s , 
01 popu-

led DIsDosod Illed I.tlon 
01 

Filed Diseased 111ed 

-- - - - 26.896 -- 24.552 91, -- -- - 108.016 
NH NH tfi 

101.213 94' 
tfi tfi tfi tfi 

641 4,660 --240 -- -1.042 64, 310 - -453 -
948 

3.863 - -- --1.512 18, 481 - --- - - - 144,2991 111,0551 -- 81,1 - -- - 16,411 14,834 - 90' - - - 31.514 1 31,628 1 100,1 -- -- -- -- 90,314 64,593 11' 

-- -- --411 15,162 96' 121 -NH NH - -NH NH NH 908 1 
4,310 1 

NH tfi 
I NH - - -tfi NH NH NH 

NH tfi 
NH NH 

tfi tfi tfi ttl tfi 
, -- - ---- -- - - 821,631 
t --

130,658 88, -- - - 60,420 -- - - 53,356 88' - 67,185 59,338 88, -- -- -- - 100,026 611,964 88' 

[-- -- -- --
j -- - - - 17.524 

NIl 1111 tfi 
14.140 841 

NH NH NH Nfl - - - - 41.132 36.163 89, 

-- - -- - 109,119 -- 98,862 9" - - - 109.119 98.862 NH NH 91' NH NH NH NH NH 

- -- -- -- -- -- ---- - - - 3,115 
NH Nfl 

2,970 95' NH Nfl 
Numbe,. of chargGSl 

NH NH NH 

Humber 01 Incldont., 
9,529 9.149 96, 

Numbor 01 charges: 
2.354 2,405 102' 

Number ot chargesl 
8.559 8,422 9a, 

Numbor of chargesf 
1,598 

26.101 

! -- -- - - 33,533 35,249 
f 105' 

-- -- -- - 386,231 332,559 86, ,-- - - - 125,9H 102,215 -- 81' 
I -- -- -- 260,256 230,344 

:} 

89, 

Numbor 01 dock.t. per I nd I ctmont., 48,141 1 44,921 I 92. 1 

J Numbor 01 dOcket ontrle., 90,609 19.16/ 
NUlllbor of docka, ontrl ... 

ea, 

Flied 
(dls-
posed) 
p~r 

100.000 
popu-
I.tlon 

691 
2.118 

NH 

---
-

5,309 1 

604 
1,3801 

3,325 

-
-
NH 
-
NH 
NH 

-

I 

FIled 

NH 
250.353 

l*l 

102,141 
tfi 

100,739 
1,408 

,14/,909 1 

Nfl 
431,028 1 

104.861 

tfi 
NH 

336.431 1 

NIl 
tfi 

3,491 16. 283.200 
NH 

515,214 
167,986 

255 
284 

2,958 15, 

601 
NH 

1,424 

3.513 
3.513 

NH 

-
524 

Nfl 
1,602 

396 
1,439 
(269) 

4,489 

5,256 

3,965 
1,293 
2,672 

892 1 

1,658 

1 

NH 
NH 

19,602 

3 44.819 
344,819 

Nil 

I 

tfi 
NH 
tfi 

154 
14,185 

1 1,316 

1,94 

1,94 

I 7,506 1 

19 0,504 

T /. a I I I c 

Dis
posed 
.s , 
of 

Dllposed filed 

Filed 
(dIs
posed) 
por 
100.000 
popu
lation FIled 

Ifl 
233,159 

tfi 

tli 

1,525 

963.384 1 

NH 
310,6151 

592,769 

tfi 
Nfl 

NH 
tfi 

12.629,826 
NH 

438.531 
12,191,295 

tfi 
NH 

161,037 

338,845 
338.8H 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

14.493 
14.933 

11,529 

1.832,521 
tfi 

1,832,521 

17,5961 

185,541 

tfi l*l 
93' 6.436 
l*l NH 

25,531 
tfi tfi 

25,185 
108' 352 

84. 1 42,m3 1 

NH NH 
85.1 16.0191 

84' 25.934 

tfi tfi 
Nfl NH 

14.7171 

NH Nil 
tfi tfi 

18, 68.795 
NH NH 

85, 2,177 
17' 66.619 

98, 11,095 
98l 11,095 

NH NH 

tfi tfi 
Nfl NH 
tfi NH 

121 
98, 2,485 

102' 

91, 

(2,510) 
11,451 

1,174 

19,914 
tfi 

19,914 

320 1 

3,487 

44,012 
19,182 
24,290 

ttl 
NH 

1,1BO 
1,180 

NH 
tfi 

1.0961 

1,0961 

l*l 
Nfl 

11,835 

NH 
NH 
tfi 

11.835 
tfi 

tfi 

101,854 
101,854 

tfi 
Nfl 

16,902 

16.902 
NH 
tfi 
Nfl 

16,425 
16,.25 

NH 

8,201 
tfi 
NH 
Ifi 

8.201 
tfi 
NH 
ttl 

',329 

121,101 
121,701 

NH 

tfi 
Nfl 

JUYenile 

DIs
posed 
as , 
of 

Dlspo.ed Illed 

42,459 
20,526 
21.933 

tfi 
NH 

1,024 
1,024 

Nfl 
tfi 

1,0351 

1.0351 

NH 
NH 

tfi 
NH 
NH 

tfi 

94,594 
94.594 

tfi 
Nfl 

15,032 

15.032 
NH 
IIH 
Nfl 

16,995 
NH 

tfi 
Nil 
NH 

tfi 
NH 
tfi 

5,334 

108,569 
108.569 

NH 

tfi 
NH 

tfi 
NH 
tfi 

tfi 

tfi 

93, 
93. 
tfi 
Nfl 

89. 

89' 
tfi 
tfi 
NH 

103. 
NH 

tfi 
tfi 
Nfl 

100, 

tfi 
tfi 

Flied 
(dIs
posed) 
per 
100.000 
popu
latIon 

1,133 
509 
6;14 
Iii 
HH 

295 
295 

NH 
tfi 

518 
tfi 
NH 
NH 

518 
NH 

tfi 

430 
430 

tfi 
NH 

585 

585 
NH 
tfi 
NH 

:;28 

NH 

1,318 
ttl 
NH 
tfi 

1.318 
tfi 
NH 
tfi 

835 

1.250 
1,250 

Nil 

tfi 
NN 

Nfl 
tfi 

III 
tfi 

tfi 
NH 
tfi 

IIH 
NN 

l*l 
tfi 

tfi 
Nfl 
IJl 

NH 
Nfl 
IJl 

IJl 
NH 
ttl 

Nt! 
Nfl 
tfi 

Ifl 
NH 
tfi 

tfi 
Nli 
tfi 

tfi 
NH 
NH 

~: 

II~ ~ ., : 
11--------------:=--___ ~NH~tfi~tfi~tfi 

tfi 
Nfl 

Nfl 
NH 
tfi 

NIl 
NH 
NH 

NH 
tfi 

ttl 
NIl 

NH 
tfi 

! I 59 (continued on Mxt page) 
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TABLE 14: 
Reported total trial court caseload, 1980. (continued) 

State and court totlllis 

State end court oemB 

HAWAII: STATE TOTAL 
Circuit Court ..................... . 
Lend Court •• """"""""""",, •• ,,""""""" 
Tax Appetll Coort " •• "" .. """"""""" •• 
District Court ................... . 

IDAHO: STATE TOTAL ................ . 
District Court •••••••••••••••••• to. 

Hligistrete's Division •••••• .0 ••••• 

ILLINOIS: 
Circuit Court 

INOIANA: STATE TOTAL .............. . 
Superior Court and Circuit Court ,. 

County Court """""""""""""""""""""" 
Probata Court •• "" •• """""""""""",, •• 
"'unlclpol Coort of Morlon County .. 
Smell Clolms Court of Morlon County 

CI ty CCkJrt and lOtIo Court ",,"""""" " 

IOWA: 

District Court 

KANSAS: STATE TOTAL .............. .. 
O!strlct Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
"'unlclpol Court ................. .. 

KENTOCKY: STATE TOTAL ............ .. 
CIrcuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ................... . 

LOUI SlANA: STATE TOTAL ............ . 

District Court" ••••••• " ••••••••••• 
Fomlly Court ond Juvenile Court ." 
City Court, Porlsh Court, Munlclpol 

Court end Trolflc court 
of New Orleans •••••••••••••••• ~. 

Justice of the P~C8 Court ••••••• " 
Hcyor1s Cc;urt ••••••••••••••••••••• 

MAINE: STATE TOTAL ................ . 

Super lor CDlIrt ••••••••••••• , •••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Probl!:te court ••••••••••••••••••• .,. 
Administrative Court , ••••••• ~ ••••• 

MARYLAND: STATE TOTAL ............ .. 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
District !:ourt 
Orphan' 5 Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

MASSACHUSETTS: STATE TOTAL 
Super I or Court Department 
District Court Department 
Hous I n9 Court Deportment •••••••••• 
Boston Municipal Court Deportr'Gnt • 
Juvenile Court OepertIMnt ......... 
lend Court Department ••••••••••••• 
pcobote ond Fomlly Court 

Department •••••• I ••••• I •••••• , •• 

MICIlIGAN: STATE TOTAL ............. , 

CI""lt Court .................... . 
Recorder's Court of Dutrolt ..... .. 
Court 01' Clnll:'lS ••••• I ••••••••••••• 

Olstr'ct Court ................... . 
Probate Court • ~ ••••••••••••••••••• 
MunIcipal Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Com:r;W)n Ple85 Court ot Detroit ..... 

I4IN1lESOTA: STATE TOTAL ............ . 

Olstrlct Court ................... . 
Probata Court •••• " •• , ••• j, I •• I. ," 

COunty Court I •••• I ••••••••••••• I., 

COU:lty Munlclp"l, Court .......... .. 
Concllfatlon Court ............... . 

Jurisdiction 

G 
G 
G 
L 

G 
G 

G 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

G 

G 

L 

G 
L 

G 

L 

L 
L 
L 

G 
L 

L 

G 

L 

G 
G 
G 
G 
G 
G 

G 

G 
G 
G 

L 

G 
L 

L 

State 
population 

965 

944 

11 ,418 

5,490 

2,913 

2,363 

3,661 

4,204 

1,125 

4,21B 

5,137 

9,25B 

4,077 

Filed 

B01,757 
35,610 

104 
34 

112,009 

321,941 
11,581 

310,366 

1,856,751 

60 

'~l1.681 

363,665 
B,454 

165,504 

61,461 

528,2501 

446,935 

721,232 

80,713 
6-46,459 

478,225 
22.0101 

690,364 

17,784 
231 ,461 1 

330 

149,689 
1.042.741 1 

3,866,955 
55,218 

3,595,315 
14,917 
63,642 

12,919 
8,857 

116,021 

234,764 
363,488 

2,149,838 

13,111 

5,655 
820,613 
B41,878 

47 ,80~ 

Ols
posl)(! 
os , 

of 
Olsposed filed 

759,IB1 94$ 
37,065 90, 

41 39' 
21 62% 

121,060 94% 

311 ,334 9~J 

10,96B 95' 
~6,366 99' 

5,342,324 

406,925 
331,351 

1,841 
141,061 

59,826 

530,299 

633,782 

73,102 
560,080 

68' 

93J 
91% 

93~ 

89' 

97J 

81$ 

91' 
81J 

filed 
(dIs
posed) 

per 
100,000 
popu
lation 

83,705 
3,690 

II 

80,001 

}4,105 
1,221 

32,B1B 

68,810 

1,972 
6,624 

154 
3,01~ 

1,120 

IB,914 

19,864 
2,206 

17,658 

Filed 

38,398 
24,662 

104 
34 

13,598 

",223J 
8,187J 

45,036 

123,263 

239,920 
103,325 

6,871 
24,183 

59,067 

195,032 

117 ,031 
117,037 

1tl 

183,111 
69,214 

113,897 

II ,315 161,B84 

546,850 

16,656 
222,448 1 

258 

150,253 

61 ,6~9 
2, 16~,B751 

;,2}4 

153,080 

219,287 
338,138 

2,132,921 

12,254 

4,347 
801,620 
179, I~J 

49,522 

524 1 

79$ 

94~ 1,581 
96~1 20,574) 

78J 29 

100% 

112$ 

82% 

132' 
93% 
93, 

99$ 

11$ 

98' 
93. 

104, 

3,549 
24,721 1 

61,404 

964 
62,669 

260 
1,109 

225 
154 

2,022 

2,536 
3,926 

23,221 

142 

139 
20,129 
20,649 

1,173 

81,063 

NH 

330 

86,295 
458,126 

494,162 

31,786 
294,683 

9,659 
33,150 

NH 
8,851 

116,021 

203,500 
1tl 

355,579 

1,523 

194,347 

20,.15 
5,655 

101,B89 
18,020 
47,808 

Civil 

Disposed 

33,897 
21,941 

41 

21 
11 ,894 

50,404J 
7,100J 

42,704 

;03,913 

223,003 
88,545 

6,578 
21,135 

57,421 

NH 

154,612 

63,8" 
90,151 

50,250 

NH 

258 

82.173 

30,412 
182,063 

18,623 
NH 

7,234 

153,080 

189,813 
1tl 

}42,102 

1,395 
92,924 

18~.848 

15,202 
4,341 

9B,838 
16,939 
49,522 

Dis
posed 

'5 J 
of 

filed 

8BJ 
89' 
39' 
52J 
87~ 

97$ 

93% 
86, 

96% 
81, 

91J 

1tl 

84J 

92' 
80' 

62' 

NH 

78J 

95% 

96' 
62J 

56' 
NH 

82J 

132' 

93' 
NH 

96. 

92' 

95. 

72' 
71$ 
91% 
9d 

104J 

filed 
(dis
posed) 

por 
100,00~ 

popu
I.tlon 

3,919 
2,556 

II 

1,409 

5,63B. 
861, 

4,711 : 

6,334, 

4,310 
1,882 

125 i 
440, 

6,695 

4,953 

4,953 
NH 

5,002' 

1,891 ' 
3,111 . 

3,851 

1,928' 

NH 

29 

2,046 

10,875 ' 

8,614 ' 
554 ' 

5,137 . 

168 '. 
578 ~ 
NH i 

154 1 

" 
2,022 \ 

2,19B 
NH, 

3,841 

4,761 , 
514 ; 

li 
\i ti----------------------------C-r--I--m-I--n-o--I-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

t,~ Cherqlng document Defendant T r a f fie J u Yen I I e 
:j Filed filed 

(dls- (dls-
I 015- posed) Ols- posed) 

f postld per posed per 
. os , 100,000 '5 $ 100,000 

IFI led of popu- of popu-

I 14H 
j NH 
:dlvldu.1 
l 

1 
5 984 , 

J 
I -
~ ----
I 
,;,344 

NH 

),124 

Nit 

----
,363 

1+1 
NH 

--
'1,449 

--
NH 

,513 

1,492 
,144J 
,258 

1,990 
29 

IIIi 

Nit 

! -, ----
NH 

--
NH --

j --! 

t 
Nil 

Nt{ 

I h 
II 
d 

Disposed filed lotion Filed Disposed filed lotion 

NH 
NH 

iii NH 
Nil NH 

offense Of\ the IntorlMtlon: 

64\ ,820 

139,949 

!1,543 
48,500 

iii 
31,507 

iii 
2,399 

178.142 

29 131 , 

-
---

iii 

1",041 
NH 

--
-

21,601 
III 
N!i 

--
42,227 --

Nfl 

31,247 

NH 

Nt 

----
Nfl 

-
NH 

---

86% 

89' 
92S 

NH 

15% 
NH 

100' 

-
---

iii 

82' 
NH 

---
94J 

NH 
NH 

--
107' 

--
iii 

13" 

NH 

NIl 

-----
NH 

-
Nil 

--
Inco.slstent stat""ld., 

H~ NH 
I ncon. htent stot .... 1 de, 
'nconslstont .totlhlldo, 

fll Nt{ 

5,686 

2,915 

1,051 
964 

iii 
916 

NH 
44 

I 142 , 

------

7,525 

NH 

3,324 
Ifl 

--
-

2,610 
NH 
Nit 

~-

935 

-
NIl 

4,750 

409 
3.981J 

92 
261 

I 

Nfl 

Ntl 

---
NH 

-
NH 

--

NH 

Nt{ 

2,453 
NH 
NH 

43,914 

32,894 

3,372 
29,522 

NH 

NH 

218,691 

11,559 
207,132 

---
llIi 

-
Nfl 

-
5,129 

--
NH 
NH 

---
NH 

-
---
---
-
Ntt 

NH 

31 ,264 
51,941 

NH 
289,264 

Nit 
1,735 

111 ,584 
11,191' 

NH 
~,260 

44,120 

Nil 

2,275 
NH 
NH 

43,508 

31,979 

3,247 
28,132 

196,569 

9,841 
186,722 

---
NH 

--
Ifl 

--
',538 

--
NH 
Nit 

---
Nfl 

----
-----
NH 

iii 

29,474 
45,932 

Nil 
285,996 

NH 
1,594 

101,250 

9,122 
Nt! 

50,798 
41.330 

Ntl 

93' 
NH 
NH 

99% 

91. 

96' 
91' 

NH 

iii 

-

90S 

85. 
90$ 

-
-
Nfl 

-
NH 

--
97t 

--
NH 
NH 

---
Nfl 

---------
NH 

Nit 

94' 
19J 

NH 

99' 
NH 

92% 

91$ 
81$ 

Nit 
90~ 
94% 

Itl 

254 
NH 
NH 

4,5" 

3,485 

357 
3,121 

NH 

NIl 

-

',914 
316 

5,658 

---
NH 

-
NH 

-
509 

--
NH 
NH 

----
NH 

~-----------
NH 

tnt 

338 
626 

NH 
3,125 

Nit 
19 

2,737 

215 
NH 

1,380 
1,082 

Nit 

Filed 

714,629 

132 
iii 
NH 

114,497 

221,739 

20 
221,119 

113,533 
207,43B 

NH 
91,012 

NIl 

161,455 

213 996 , 

287,14B 

NH 
281,148 

NH 

NH 

464,945 
NH 

152,029 
3,460 

148,569 
NH 
HH 

581,488 

NH 
581,488 

NH 

3,057,3901 

NH 
3,044,888 1 

Nfl 
15 ,502 

NH 
Nit 

Nfl 

1,820,455 
NH 

305,547 
NH 

1,504,995 
Nit 

9,913 
Nil 

1,(23,488 

Ntl 
NH 

643,750 
779,738 

NH 

61 

Ols
posed 
os , 

of 
Disposed f I I tid 

671,810 94' 

152 115' 
NH MH 
NH Nil 

611,658 94J 

227,376 100. 

20 100% 
227,356 100' 

3,966,534 61~ 

107,180 94, 
194,306 94$ 

NH NH 
88,419 97$ 

NH NH 

159,124 99' 

267 919 , 

251 ,352 88J 

NH NH 
251,352 88' 

NH NH 
NH NIl 

371 ,528 81. 
NH NH 

149,441 98J 
3,500 101. 

1t.~,941 98J 
NH NH 
NH NH 

NH Nit 

Nt:· NH 

Nil NH 

Nil NH 

NH NH 
NH Nfl 

NH iii 

1,806,894 99' 
NH NH 

292,806 96, 

NH NH 
1,'04,823 100$ 

NH NH 
9,26' 93' 

NH NH 

1,354,718 95% 

NH Nit 
NH NH 

633,844 98' 
720,874 92. 

NIl NIl 

Filed 
(dis
posed) 
per 
100,000 
popu
lation 

74,055 

14 
NH 
NH 

74,041 

24,125 

2 
24,123 

56,513 

2,068 
3,778 

NH 
1,65B 

NH 

5,543 

11 595 , 

7,843 

NH 
7,843 

NH 
NH 

iI ,'J60 

NH 

13,514 
308 

13,206 
NH 
NH 

13,186 
Nif 

13,786 
NH 

53,2921 

Nit 
53,022' 

Nit 
210 

NH 
NH 

NH 

19,664 
NH 

3,300 
NH 

16,256 
NH 

107 
NH 

34,915 

NH 
NH 

",790 
19,125 

NH 

Filed 

8,363 

8,363 
NH 
NH 
NH 

8,091 

2 
8,089 

31,591 

28,095 

26,512 
NH 

1,583 

NH 
iii 
NH 

5,512 

28,918 
28 918 , 

NH 

38,282 

NH 
3~,282 

26,642 

NH 
22,010 

4,632 
NH 
NH 

3,965 
NH 

3,965 
NH 
NH 

26,468 

23,945 
2,523 

Nfl 

42,890 

Nil 
30,000 

NH 
iii 

12 ,890 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
iii 

NH 
Nil 

NH 
18,766 

HH 
NH 

Dis
posed 
os $ 
of 

Disposed filed 

7,697 92. 

7,691 92' 
NH NH 
NH NH 
NH NH 

1,575 94% 

I 50, 
1,574 94% 

29,997 95' 

26,462 9~' 

25,199 95J 
NH NH 

1,263 80, 

NH NH 
NH iii 
NH NH 

NIl NH 

31,249 82. 

NH NH 
31 ,249 82' 

NH NH 

4,Oll 87% 
NH NH 
NH NH 

3,941 99J 
16-1 Nfl 

'),941 99J 
Nfl ~iIi 

NH Nil 

28,S47 108' 
25,853 lQ8S 

2,694 101' 
NH HH 

tllt NH 

NH Nil 
NH Ifl 

iii NH 

NH NH 

NH NH 
Nfl NIl 
Nfl NH 
NH Nit 

NH NIl 
NH NH 

NH NH 
18,HO 91% 

NH NH 
NH NH 

Filed 
(dis
posed) 

per 
100,000 
popu
lavlon 

861 

861 
NH 
NH 
NH 

857 

1 
851 

271 

512 
483 

NH 
29 

NH 
NH 
NH 

189 

1,224 
1,224 

NIl 

1,046 

NH 
1,046 

6}4 

NH 
524 

110 
iii 
NH 

352 
NH 

352 
NH 
NH 

628 
568 
60 
NH 

14B 

NH 
523 

NH 
NH 

225 

1tl 

iii 

NH 
NH 
Nil 
NH 

iii 
NH 

NH 
460 
HH 
NH 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 14: 
Reported total trial court caseload, 1980. (continued) 

51-ate end court name 

MISSISSIPPI. STATE TOTAL .......... . 
Circuit Court ................... .. 
Chancery Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
famIly Court •••••••••• 1 ••••••••• 1. 

Munlclp81 Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court •••••••••••••••••• a •• 

MISSOURI. 
Circuit Court .~~'! ••••••••••••••••• 

HONTANA. STATE TOTAL .............. . 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court ....................... . 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

NEBRASKA • STATE TOTAL ............ .. 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court •••• ~., ••••••••••••••• 
5apl!lrate JuvenIle Court ••••••••••• 
Monlclpal Court ••••••••••••••• ., ••• 

Workmen's Co~ensetlon Court •••••• 

NEVADA. STATE TOTAL .............. .. 

District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Just Ice Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Munl clpal Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

NEW IlAMPSHIRE. STATE TOTAL ......... 

Superior Court .................... . 
Probete Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ••• " •••••••••••••••• 
Mu.nlclpal Coort ••••••••••••••••••• 

NEW JERSEY: STATE TOTAL ........... . 
Super I or Court and County Court .. .. 
County District Court ............ . 
Juysnlle and Domestic Relations 

Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Surrogete's CoJrt ••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court .................. . 

NEll MEXICO. STATE TOTAL ........... .. 
District Court ................... . 
"'8glstrete Coort •••••••• '" ••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Probete Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
5Il1011 ClallllS Court of Albuquerque. 

NEW YOfll(. STATE TOTAL .............. . 
Supreme Court ond County Court ... " 
Surrogates' Court ••••••••••••••••• 
femlly COtJrt ...................... . 
Civil Court of tM City of N .. York 
Crimi nol Court of the City of 

NOW' York •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court end City Court ••••• 
Court of Claims ••••••••••••••••••• 
Town and Village Justice Court .... 

NORTH CAROLINA: STATE TOTAL ........ . 
Super (or COUI-t •••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••• , ••••• , ••••• 

NORTH O,o.'WTA. STI.TE TOTAL ......... . 
District Court I ••••••••••••••••••• 

County Probate Court •••••••••••••• 
County Court with I ncr.ased 

Jurlsdlctlo" •••••••••••••••••••• 
County Justl ce Court II " , ....... ,. 

Municipal COlIrt .................. . 

01110, STATE TOTAL ................ .. 
Court of Conrnon P leas II ......... .. 

Municipal Court .................. . 
County Court ••• I ••••••••••••••••• I 

Hayor's Court •••••••••• " •• ~ ••••• , 
Court of Claims ••••••••••••••••••• 

Jurisdiction 

G 
G 
L 
L 

L 
L 

G 

G 
L 
L 
l 

G 

L 

L 
l 

G 
L 
l 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
L 

l. 

L 

G 
l 

l 
l 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 

L 
L 
L 

G 
L 

G 

l 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 
L 

State 
population 

2.521 

4.917 

787 

1.570 

799 

921 

7.JG4 

1.300 

17.557 

5.8H 

10.797 

62 

State and court totals 

Flied 

31,345 

460.2201 

34.3421 

283.196 
1.903 

140.167 
612 

234.493 
406,001 

315,381 1 

23.534 
16.648 

265.7921 

9.407 

106.369 
425.865 

185.611 

4.414.094 

55.216 
130.562 

103.235 

320.034 
149.511 

1.618.861 
139.399 

1.479.466 

19.505 
1,453 

88.459 

515,140 
2.109.395 

239.152 

Dis
posed 
o. l 
of 

Disposed filed 

Flied 
(diS
posed) 
per 
100.000 
popu
lotion 

26.850 

~O,2291 
290.361 

572 

32.139 

107,169 
419.311 

188.364 

3.476.042 

54.309 

117.043 
79,039 

330.975 
154.894 

68~.2~0 

1,571.301 
133.001 

1.438.300 

193,734 
19.946 

1.263 

86,685 
31.238 
52.602 

507.102 
2.092.497 

237,085 

2,374 

86. ~.983 

29.3U I 

8811 2.181 1 

l03l 18.038 
121 

8,928 
93l 39 

29,348 
50.814 

34.2431 

137$ 2.555 
1.808 

28.859 1 

1.021 

lOll 1.444 
98S 5.783 

101$ 2.521 

70l 60.7~ 

98S 4.2H 

102l 
87. 

)OOl 

96l 

10,043 

588 
(450) 

1,868 
852 

13.891) 

27.560 
2,313 

25,167 

(29.668) 

2.987 
223 

13,547 
(666) 

(8,055) 

4.771 
19,537 

2,215 

23 

Filed 

221.1~5 

27.272 

34. 7~4 
HH 

21.881 
612 

28.139 
450 

70.567 
16.677 
16.648 
36.444 1 

798 

80.471 
353.917 

80.133 

NN 

45.627 
)8,376 

Ifi 

68.209 

280.486 
149.511 

NH 

393,442 
77,575 

315,067 

2~.2791 
11,955 
1,4~3 

661,698 
262.785 
370.746 

25.696 
Nt! 

2.411 

Civil 

Disposed 

NIl 

192.283 

23.244 

572 

81.048 
365,721 

80.848 

NH 

'0,.999 

82.077 
79.039 

269.220 
15 •• 894 

NH 
109.383 

~77,184 

71.185 
305,399 

24.157 

11.527 
1,263 

10.147 
1,220 

NH 

645.917 
255.315 
363.942 
24.l26 

Nit 
2.374 

~is

posed 
os l 

of 
tllad 

87$ 

85l 

119l 
NH 

147l 

lOll 

NH 

99l 

Nit 

120l 

NH 

!l6J 
93$ 
97l 

96$ 
87. 

NH 

Fllod 
(dis
posed) , 
per 
100.00e 
popu
lotion 

4.497 

2,214 t 
HH,' 

1.394 i 
39 

~.522 

56' 

7.662' 
1,811 
1.808 
3,957' 

87 

1,088' 

NH 

3.510, 
1.414 • 

Nit 

J89: 
(450) 

1,598\ 
852, 

j 

NH' 

(623!, 

6.698 

1.321 
5.377 

(3, 6991 
1.831i 

223: 

f 
1,629:, 

1181: 
IIH\ 

i 
-:)129; 
2 •• 34: 
3.434, 

238 
NH: 
23, 

, 
I 

j 
I , 

I Chorg I ng documont 
I 

Dis-
pO,liod 
as S 
of 

Fllod Disposed fllad 

NH Ifi Ifi 

-
-- -- -- - -

I 
i -- - --i - -154,9;~ 54.31J 99l 

Ifi Ifi Ifi 

I - -- --
NN Ifi Ifi 

If - - -I -- -- -I -- - -
I - -- --
I l _ _ 

-
loconslstent statewide unit. 

:1 Nit NIl NH 
:1 nCOIlS I stent stete. Ide unitt 
Inconsistent .tot ... ldo unit. 
J 

,'113.412 ~65.827 88l 
25.898 26.121 101$ 

4.248 4.233 100$ 

NIt Nit NH 

I . NN Ifi NN 
-l63,266 335.473 88l 

I -- -- --
142,2; 

- -
! 

'I 
NH III NH 
N~ Ifi III , 

! 

j -- - -
.I 

Nil Nil NN 
NH Ifi NH 

1 
Nit NH Nil 

-- -- --
'I 

- - -
NH NN NN 

j- - - -
Iinconsistent stote.lde uoltl 
Jnconslsteot ,fotewldo unIt, 

1 ... _-- .... -- - --

Nfl 

Crl 1ft I n 0 I 

Flied 
(dls-
posed) 
par 
100.000 
popu-
lotion Fllod 

-
Ifi Ifi 

--

-
-- 2.771 

-- -- 6.3451J 
3.499 -

NIl Ifi 

-
Ifi Ifi 

--- 37.519 - ~6.540 

-- --
6.857 

NH NH 
36.926 

1.103 

5.614 -
352 -
58 -
!:Ii NH 
NH Ifl 

5,205 -
-- --- 5.186 

3.251 --
Nil NN 
Nil Ifi 

- 35.026 
NH NN 
Nfl Ifi 
NN NN 

--
Nit NN 

- -
61.824 

365.516 

-

NN 

Iff 

17.239 
1,342 

NH 

39,215 
343.610 
31,223 

III 

Defendant 
Trofflc 

JUvenile 

DIJpoSed 

--
Ifi 

--

--
2.631 

--
5.609 1J 

--
Ifi 

Ifi 

--
7.649 

NH 

--
---
NH 
III 
--
--

5.467 

--
NIl 
Ifi 

34.966 
NH 
1ft 
NH 

)44.681 
NH 

-
61.216 

353.487 

17.948 
1.328 

NN 

37,189 
341.372 

31,287 

Filed 
(dls-

Dls- pos.d) 
posad per 
os l 100.000 
of popu-
fll.d lotion Filed 

-- - NN 
Ifi Ifi NIl -- - MI 

Ifi 

NH 

-- - ~61.583 

9" 352 Ifi 

NH 

- -
88l lJ 404 1J NN -- - 190.073 
Ifi Ifi Ifi 

NN NIt III 

537.846 

NH 
4.696 168.835 
4.573 369.011 --- - 192.419 

112l 745 III 
NH Nit NN 

4,009 184.959 
120 7.460 

-- - 4.158.528 - - NIt -- - 67.700 

NH NH NH 
tfl Ifi III -- - 4.090.828 

-- - 69,927 
10S~ 399 Ifi - - 69.927 

Ifi 
NN NH NH 
Ifi Ifi Nfl 

100l 200 Ifi 
NH NIt NH 
Nfl NH NN 
NH NN Nit 

103.296 
(824) 

NIl NH NH 

- -- 777 .264 
99$ 1.053 NH 
97% 6,223 777,264 

-.' 
100l 2.640 

206 510 
NH NN 

1.937 65,173 
497 

NH 

Disposed 

NH 
Ifi 
NN 
Ifi 

Ifi 

340.787 

Ifi 

Ifi 

tfl 
191.237 

Ifi 

Ifi 

Ifi 

Ifi 
NN 

3,189.926 

NH 
49,357 

NN 
Ifi 

~,140.569 

Ifi 

Ifi 
NN 
III 

Ifi 
NN 
Ifi 
NH 

429.166 

NH 

757,038 

NH 
757.038 

145.048 
510 

NH 

65,173 
26.76) 
52,602 

~63 NIl 
3.183 1,'95.039 

289 182.233 

Ifi 
1.387.183 

181.572 

Ifi 
Ifi 

63 

Filed 
(dls-

Dis- posed) 
POsed por 
os l 100,000 
of popu-
tll$d latlon 

NIt NH 
Ifi NN 
NH NH 
Ifi NH 

Ifi NN 

94% 7.334 

Ifi Ifi 

NIt NH 

Ifi tfl 
lOll 12.107 

NIt Nit 

NN NN 

67.315 
NIt NH 

21.1~1 

46.184 

20.892 
NH Ifi 
NIt NN 

20.082 
810 

77l 56.471 
Ifi Nit 

73. 919 

NH NH 
Ifi NN 

77% 55.552 

5.379 
ttl Nit 

5.379 
III NH 
Nil NH 
NN NH 

Ifi NN 
NN NN 
Ifi NN 
Nil NH 

'88 
(2.444) 

NN Nit 

97l 13,232 
NIl NH 

97l 13.232 

(22.213) 
100l 

NH 

l00l 

78 
Nil 

9.981 
(4.098) 
(8.055) 

Filed 

NIt 

NN 
NH 

21.053 

1.302 
1,~02 

NN 
Ifi 
Nit 

5.341 

NIt 
3.438 
1.903 

NN 
NH 

Ifi 
NH 

7.509 
Ifi 
NH 

7.463 
46 

105.478 

NIt 
Ifi 

105.478 

NN 
NN 

4.403 
4.403 

NN 
Ifi 
Nfl 
Ifi 

47.548 

Ifi 
NH 

47 ,548 

NN 

h'H 
Ifi 
Ifi 
Ifi 

20.821 

ttl 
20.821 

5.698 
5,698 

NN 

Disposed 

r!H 

NIt 
NIt 

20.~88 

975 
975 

NH 
NN 
tal 

NN 
3.509 

NIt 
Ifi 

Ifi 
NIl 

Ifi 
NH 

107.516 
NH 
IIti 

107.516 
Nit 
NH 

3.843 
3.843 

NN 
NH 
Ifi 
ttl 

61.755 
NH 
Nfl 

61.755 
NH 

NIl 
NN 
Ifi 
ttl 

22,376 

t.I1 
22.376 

6.581 

NIt 
NH 
NH 

Ifi 

NIl 
12.921 

1,608 

213,140 
213.140 

NIl 
Ifi 
NN 
Ifi 

214.538 
214.538 

NH 
Ifi 
NN 
Ifi 

Dis-
posod 
os l 
of 
filed 

NH 

NN 
Ifi 

971 

7" 
75l 

Nit 
Ifi 
NN 

Ifi 
102l 

NN 
NN 

Ifi 
Nit 

NIt 
NH 

102l 
III 
NN 

102l 
Ifi 
NN 

87$ 
87l 

NH 
Nfl 
NN 
Nfl 

130l 
Ifi 
NN 

130_ 

NH 

Nil 
NH 
NN 
NH 

107% 
NN 

10H 

115l 
115. 

NH 

NH 
III 
NH 

lOll 
lOll 

NH 
NH 
NH 

Nt! 

Fllod 
(dls-
posed ) 
per 
100.000 
popu-
lotion 

NH 

NH 
NIl 

426 

165 
165 

NH 
NIt 
NH 

340 
NN 

219 
121 
NH 
Ifi 

Ifi 
NH 

815 
Ifi 
NH 

810 
5 

1.432 

NIl 
NH 

1.432 
NH 
NH 

~39 

339 
NH 
NH 
NH 
Ifi 

271 
NH 
NH 

27; 

NH 

NH 
Nfl 
NH 
NH 

354 
NH 

334 

873 
873 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NN 

1.974 
1.974 

Nit 
Ifi 
NH 
Itt 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 14: 
Reported total trial court caseload, 1980. (continued) 

Steta and court M:mtt 

OKLAHCMA: STATE TOTAL 
District Court ................... . 
Munlclp.1 Crlmln.1 Court of Rocord. 
Munlclp.ell Court Not of Record ••••• 
Workers' C~ensatlon court u ••••• 

Court of Tox Revl fhf II. II' ••••• II •• 

OREGON: STATE TOTAL ............... . 
Circuit court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax Court II ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice court ••••••••••••• .1 ••••••• 

County Court ... ,,"""'"'''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

PENNSYLVANIA: STATE TOTAL ......... . 

Court of CocmIon P la8s """"""""""""" 
District Justice Court •••••••••••• 
Phll.dolphl. Munlclp.1 Court ..... . 
Phll.dolphl. Tr.fflc Court ....... . 
Pittsburgh City Maglstr.te Court •• 

RHODE ISLAND: STATE TOTAL ........ .. 

Su per I or COlJrt ".,,""""""""""""""""" 
F.mlly Court ..................... . 
District Court ................... . 

Probate Court """"""" •• ".,,""""""""" 
MunIcipal Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

SOUTH CAROLINA: STATE TOTAL ....... . 

elrcolt Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Femlly Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probete court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Meglstrate COIJrt •••••••••••••••••• 
MunlclpDI Court ••• " ••••••••••••••• 

SOUTH DAlIOT A: 
Circuit Court 

TENNESSEE: STATE TOTAL ........... .. 

Circuit Court .nd Crlmln.1 Court •• 
Chtlncery Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Law and Equity Court ............ .. 
County Court ..................... . 
Genera I Sass Ions Court •••••••• It •• 
Probate Court ..................... . 
Juvenlla Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court ........ 
Hunlclpa I Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

TEXAS: STATE TOTAL ................ . 

District Court .nd Crlmln.1 
District Court •••••••••••••••••• 

County Court .t L •• , Constltutlon.1 
County Court, .nd Prob.te Court • 

MUnlclptil Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Peelee Court ....... . 

UTAH: STATE TOTAL ................. . 
DIstrIct Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court .................... . 

Justice Court ••••••• , ••••••••••••• 
Juven' Ie Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

VERMONT: STATE TOTAL ............. .. 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Olstrl ct Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court .................... . 

VIRGINIA: STATE TOTAL ............. . 

Circuit Cwrt , •••••••••••••••• " ••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

Jur Isd I ct I on 

G 

L 
L 

G 

G 

G 

L 
L 
L 

G 

L 
L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 

G 
G 
G 
L 
L 

L 

L 
L 

G 

L 
L 

G 
L 
L 
L 

G 
G 

G 
l 

Stata 
population 

3,025 

2,633 

11,887 

941 

3,119 

690 

4,591 

14,228 

1,461 

511 

5,346 

Filed 

state end cour-t toto I 5 

Dis
posed 
as • 

01 
Disposed filed 

Filed 
(dis
posed) 

p.r 
100,000 
popu
letlon Flied 

496,303 410,093 95. 16,407 198,849 

96,909 
118 

592,315 

211 

5,360,065 
364,306 

1,934,933 
145,361 

2,532,181 
403,278 

64 

11,591 
12,314 

12,506 
53,184 

621,266 
253,519 

166.845 

67,957 
35,755 
4,344 

439,164 

454,361 

33,4~ 

558,4381 

34,940 

123,5541 

7,6751 

111,4021 

4,417 

2,194,363 
138,986 

2,0",377 

11,801 
5 

95 
519,605 

320,926 
1,128,984 

142,512 
561.199 

75,052 
53,138 

620,660 
253,916 

71,479 
32,535 
3,751 

384,267 

118,~49 

1,404 
101,569 

3,976 

2,083,088 
129,358 

1,953,730 

100, 
(588) 

1 

3,751 
81J 4 
98. 22,496 

104J 
100l 

100. 
100J 

88. 
91. 
86J 

87J 

89' 

10 

45,260 
3,065 

16,218 
1,223 

21,302 
3,393 

1,225 
1,300 

2,325 
1,105 

19,919 
8,130 

24,410 

1,916 
179 
95 

3,091 

3,193 

2,288 
36,2231 

2,392 

(23,279) 
11,449) 

(21,051l 
876 

41,047 
2,600 

38,441 

NH 
t-It 

68,430 
118 

85,195 

181 
t-It 

534,055 
236.987 
196,171 

96,723 
NH 

2,174 

7,158 
5,392 

31,104 

NH 

38,359 
43,054 

t-It 
90,748 

NH 

34,343 

5',398 
35,155 
4,344 

NH 

NH 

149,112 
t-It 

30,636 
51,889 

NH 

24,262J 
1,619J 

12,186 
4,411 

714,957 
78,732 

636,225 

-----~-------~ - ---

Civil 

Disposed 

202,894 
185,988 

NH 
NH 

17,801 
5 

56,716 1 

95 
82,956 

201,241 
190,612 
94,239 

NN 

26,034 

NH 

41,330 
42,874 

NN 
91,658 

NN 

47,977 
32,535 
3,151 

NH 

289,315 

t-It 

25,441 
41,507 

23,561J 
7,341J 

12,250 
3,916 

665,~82 

71,859 
594,023 

Dls
pos.d 
.s • 

of 
filed 

100l 

8U 
91' 

t-It 

67. 
97J 
91~ 
NH 

84' 

NN 

106. 
100. 

NH 
10lJ 

NH 

90J 
91. 
86. 

NH 

NH 

NN 

NH 

Fllod 
(dls
posod) 

por 
100,000 
popu
I.tlon 

(6,101) 
6,514 

NH 
NH 

(588) 

2,599 
4 

3,259 

NN 

4,493 
2,010 
1,650 

814 
NH 
18 

756 
569 

3,284 

HH 

1,230 
1,380 

NH 
2,910 

Nli 

5,006 

1,163 
779 
95 

IIH 

NH 

2,346 

1,052 
NH 

2,097 
3,552 

HH 

4,752J 
1,491J 
2,385 

676 

13,314 
1,473 

11 ,901 

_____ :::---::--:-__ --:_-liC...!r:....!,I...!" In. I 
Chergl n9 documont Defend.nt 

Flied Filed 
(dls- (dls-

Dis- posedl Dls- posed) 
posed p.r pos.d p.r 
.5 • 100,000 •• • 100,000 
of popu- of popu-

~Fwl~I:.d~_~D~ls~p~os~.~d~_...!f~I~I.~d~...!I~.~t~lo~nL _~F~I~I~.d~ __ D~I~.~p~os~ed~ _ _Jf~I~led~_JI~.!tl~o~n_ 

62,291 

NH 
NH 

55,959 

NH 
t-It 

Cese "umber- assigned: 
Nil NH 

Case number ess Ignad: 
Case numbor' assigned: 

NH NH 
Case number ass I gned:. 

90J 

NH 
t-It 

NH 

NH 

2,059 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NN 

NH 
t-It 

NH 
NH 

NH 
t-It 

------------------
19,077 

NH 
96,356 

HH 

17,781 
t-It 

92,021 

NH NN 

7/25 
NH 

3,660 

NH 

Tr.fflc 

Dis
posed 
.s • 
of 

~Fwl~I~.d~_~O!.;ls~p~os~.~d fllad 

227,007 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

41G,I64 

NH 

219,558 

NH 
t-It 

NH 
NN 

404 ,628 

NN 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

99' 

NH 

Fllod 
(dis
posed) 

per 
100,000 
popu
lotion 

7,504 

NH 
t-It 

NN 
NH 

;5,578 

NH 

655,568 5,515 4,147,092 34,688 

Nil 

~ NH 
II 39,822J 
'j t-It 

34,147 
NH 
NH 

NH 

t-It 

t-It 

33,722 
NH 
t-It 

NUmber of ~rrest WlSrrants: 
Number of orrest warrants: 

31.462 
t-It 
NH 
NH 

It! 
Nt! 
t-It 

NH 

NH 

NN 

t-It 
Nil 
NH 

NH 

NH 
4,20s.! 

NH 

1,095 
Nil 
NN 

685 
NH 
NN 
NN 

I., 
NH t-It t-It NH 1,-

! 
·1 
\ 

2,798 
J4 ,465 

3\9 

fj 19,9301 

t~ NH 

ltiumbor of 
1Numbor of I
I -

cn.rgos, 
ch.rgosl 

91' 
86~ 

Nil 

192 
2,359 

22 

13,930) 
Nil 

81,969 70,606 86. 690 NH t-It NN NH 
503,159 432,530 86$ 4,232 1,235,603 1,105,842 89. 10,395 

46,644 48,333 99$ 409 NH NN NH NH 
NH NH NH NH 2,"2,181 561,199 22. 21,302 

__ 2_1,_7_96 ______________ 18_3 __ 3_79_,_'_06 __________________ 3_,1_9_1 

NH 

NH 
NN 

102,716 
94,250 

t-It 
NN 
t-It 

t-It 

97,016 

206,160 

NH 

369,556 
60,254 

329,302 

t-It 

t-It 

NH 
t-It 

NN 
tiN 
t-It 

NH 

85,483 

NH 

370,747 
57,499 

Jl3,298 

t-It 

t-It 

NH 
NH 

NN 
NH 
Ifl 

NH 

88, 

95J 
95. 
95. 

469 
NN 

NH 

Nil 
NIl 

3,293 
3,022 

t.t: 
Nli 
IIH 

NH 

682 

1,463 

NH 

7,281 
1,127 
6,160 

NH 
t-It 

(Jl 
NN 

Nli 

NH 
427,802 
159,329 

111,310 

3,097 
NH 
NH 
NH 

t-It 
NH 

NIl 

NH 
472,084 1 

8,6l8 

78,029 
NH 

18,029 
NN 

957,743 
Nil 

95~ ,143 

65 

NH 
t-It 

t-It 

NH 

t-It 

113,360 

t-It 
Nli 
NH 

NN 
NH 

Nil 

73,970 
t-It 

73,970 
t-It 

924,,643 
NH 

924,643 

NH 
HH 

NN 

NN 

NN 

97. 

NN 
NH 
t-It 

NH 
NH 

97' 
NN 

97. 

NH 
NN 

(J) 

NH 

NH 

NH 
13,716 

5,108 

17,001 

67 
NH 
NH 
NN 

NH 
NH 

NH 

665 

NH 
32,3121 

604 

15,270 
Nil 

15,270 
NH 

filed 

6,156 
8,156 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

11,492 
11,402 

NH 
NH 
NN 
90 
NH 

43,350 
43,350 

NH 
NH 
NH 
t-It 

6,922 
NH 

6,922 
Nil 
NH 
NH 

t-It 

NH 
t-It 

5,426 

NH 
NH 
NH 

t-It 
NH 

10,704 

8,894 

1,810 
t-It 
NN 

25,803 
NN 
NH 
NH 

25,803 

1,257 
NH 

1,257 
NH 

132,107 
NH 

132,107 

Juyenlle 

DiS
posed 
.s • 
of 

Dlspos.d filed 

9,468 
9,488 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NN 

43,079 
43,079 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NN 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NN 

NH 
t-It 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

11,391 

1,902 
NN 
NN 

NH 
NH 
NH 

1,265 
NN 

1,265 
NH 

121,166 
NH 

121,766 

116S 
116. 

NH 
N~ 

NH 
NN 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

99, 
99. 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NN 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NN 
Nli 

t-It 

NH 
NH 

106. 

107$ 

105S 
t-It 
NH 

NN 
NH 
NH 

92J 
NH 

92, 

~ .. ---------

Fllod 
Idl.
posod) 
por 
100,000 
popu
I.tlon 

270 
270 
NH 
NN 
NH 
NN 

436 
433 

t-It 
NH 
NN 

NH 

365 
)65 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

731 
NH 

731 
NH 
NH 
NH 

t-It 

NH 

NN 

786 

NH 
NH 
Nli 

t-It 

NIl 

NH 

63 

13 
NN 
NH 

1,766 
NH 
NH 
NH 

1,766 

246 

t-It 
246 

NH 

2,411 
Nt! 

2,411 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 14: 
Reported total trial court caseload, 1980. (continued) 

Stl!lte and court name 

WASHINGTON: STATE TOTAL ........... . 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal lind Police Court •••••••• 

WEST VIRGINIA: STATE TOTAL ......... 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Maglstrote Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

WISCONSIN: STATE TOTAL ............ . 
Clrcolt Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Justice Court .......... . 

WYOMING: STbTE TOTAL ............. .. 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Jostlce of the Peace Court 

end County Court .............................. .. 
Municipal court ••••••••••••••••••• 

GUAN: 
Superior court ............................ .. 

fUERTO RICO: STATE TOTAL .......... . 
Superior Court •••••• ~ ••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Justices of the Peace ............. . 

Jurisdiction 

G 

L 
L 

G 
L 
L 

G 

G 

L 

G 

G 

L 
L 

Stoto 
POP" letlon 

4,130 

1,950 

4,705 

471 

62 

3,207 

Stoto ond court toto Is 

Filed 

1,274,818 
159,848 
807,897 
308,073 

66 

59,706 
312,591 

15,153 

33,942 

128,002 
164,184 

Dls
po.ed 
os J 

of 
Disposed tiled 

122,293 

57,436 
277 ,322 

32,8U 

128,506 
166,482 

96J 
89J 

97$ 

100J 
10lJ 

Flied 
(dis
posed) 
por 
100,000 
popu
lotion 

30,967 
3,846 

19,562 
7,459 

3,062 
16,030 

Filed 

231,000 
117,946 
109,851 

3,203 

96,504 
45,185 
53,319 

NH 

218,974 
8,3391 218,974 

3,345 

3,991 
5,120 

NH 

13,041 

NH 

5,9!lO 

155,853 
101,03' 

54,818 
NH 
III 

Civil 

Disposed 

88,923 

95,0()5 
42,695 
52,311 

NH 

194,725 
194,725 

NH 

6,341 

"5,56l 
101,138 
54,425 

Nil 
III 

Dis
posed o. J 
of 

tIled 

96J 
94J 
98. 

NH 

89J 
89J 

Nil 

NH 

107J 

FIled 
(dls
po •• d) 

p.r 
100,000 
popu
lotion 

5,593 
2,856 
2,660 

78 

5,051 
2,311 
2,734 

NH 

4,654 
4,654 

NH 

2,769 

NH 

9,516 

4,860 
3,150 
1,709 

Nil 
NIl 

n 
1 
J 

! !:----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------I Crlmln.1 
1~--------c~h~0-r-g~ln-9~doc--u-m-.-nt~--~~~~~~~-------=D-ef~e-n~d-.n~t~------------

" I 
FIled FIled 
~Is- ~I~ 

015- posed) 01.- posed) 
posed por posed por 
os J 100,000 os J 100,000 
of popu- of popu-

r~F~I~I~ed~ __ ~D~I~.~po~.~o~d ____ ~f~I~I~ed~~lo~t~l~o~n __ ~F~II~e~d~ __ ~D~I~.~p~os~o~d~ __ ~f~ll~e~d __ ~I~o~tl~o~n~ 

169,683 
t7 ,930 
94,072 
57,681 

",220 85. 
4,109 

434 
2,218 
1,391 

lumber of warrants Issued: 
lumber of warrants IS5ued: 

7,289 
130,141 

7,540 
118,IH 

103J 
91J 

374 
6,674 

66,018 69,023 105. 1,403 

1,732 1,666 96J 368 

150 1,028 \'37$ 1,210 

4umber of charge" 
4ultlbor of charge51 

21,421 
59,701 

21,573 
61,744 

668 
1,862 

Not.: All d.ta that oro at I.ast 90$ complote .ro .nt.rod In tho tobl •• 
BI.nk spaco. Indlcot. thot alther tho data wore un.yollobl. or 
le.s than 90J comploto. or that tho calcul.tlons .aro 
In'pproprl.to. Tho "fll.d par 100,000 population" STATE TOTAL 
flgur. may not equal tho sum of tho I nd I v I dual stote courts duo 
to round I ng. 

NH • This ca.o type I. not handlod by this court. 

-- • Not applIcable. 

10.10 or. Incomplot •• 
Arlzono--Superlor Court-Clvll filings do not Includo """,tlon dot. 

fr"'" Maricopa County. or _t.1 t-Ith ca.... CIvil dispositions 
do not Include o<!optl ... dot. fr"", M.rlcopa County. Juv.nllo dot. 
do not Includ. cases frOCTl MarIcopa County. 

--Justices of the Peaco Court--Data .ere unavailable fro", St. John's 
sn""flok. ond Quartulh fraclnots. In additIon, traffIc flgur •• 
also do not ·Inctud. data tron. the Northeast Phoenix Precinct. 

Arkonso.--Munlclpol Court-153 c •••• could not be Idontlfltod by cos. 
typo lor tho court locatod In' Salam, howevor, thoy oro Includod In 
the court totals column, 

De I o.or.--Toto I stote filings do not Includ. compl.to dot. from the 
Ald.rman'. Court. 

1""0-- crl.I ... 1 and total stot. filIngs do not Includ. p ... II.11lBr)' 
h .. rlngs. Civil dl.po.ltlals do not Include· "family In 000'1 of 
oSS t stance" eases. 

Kans.s--Dlstrlct Court-Total stot. dispositIon. do not Includo a .. 11 
cl.I .. , .... tlon •• -.t,,1 '-ltII and 0", ... Ju .... ll. ca •••• 

loul.l.ne-F.mllv Court and Juvonll. Court-Toto I coort filings do not 
Includ. civil ca .... 

Malno--Dlotrlct Court--Court totals and cIvil c .... do not Include 
support/custody data. 

M.rylond-Dl.trlct Court-Coud totals and cr!.lnal cas •• do not 
Includo ony crl.l.al cos .... copt those .dult ollono .. ogalnlt 
JII~.nll." 

Fllod 

851,163 
NIl 

603,974 
241,189 

NH 
129,131 

NH 

26,649 

49,659 
NIl 

49,659 
NH 
NH 

Tr.fflc 

DIs
posed 
.s J 
01 

Dlspos.d tiled 

NIl 

NH 
106,864 

81,968 

24,432 

50,313 
NH 

50,313 
Nil 
III 

NH 

Nil 
83. 

87J 

NIl 

101~ 

NH 
IOU 

NH 
NH 

Filed 
(dis
posed) 
per 
100,000 
popu
I.tlon 

20,609 
NH 

14,624 
5,985 

Nil 
6,622 

2,007 

NH 

42,982 

1,548 
Nil 

1,548 
Nil 
Nfl 

Filed 

22,972 
22,972 

NH 
III 

7,232 
7,232 

ttl 
NH 

NH 

980 
960 

III 
NH 

643 

5,546 
5,546 

ttl 
NH 
NIl 

Juvenile 

Dis
posed .s J 
of 

DI'pos.d fllod 

18,150 
18,150 

NH 
Nil 

7,201 
7,201 

III 
NH 

1,042 

5,795 
5,795 

Nil 
NH 
ttl 

79J 
79J 

NH 
III 

100J 
100J 

III 
NH 

NH 

NH 
III 

162 

104J 
104J 

NH 
NH 
III 

M .... chus.tts-DI.trlct Court Oaport"",nt-- Tr.ttlc fIlings do not 
Includo 0". or ''operotlng so as to endanger" casas. Stahl totals 
do not lnclude ath .... cr •• lna., or JII¥enlle apMI cases. 

Mlnnesota--Stote totals do not Include juvenile CtlS8S from the 
District Court. 

Nebro.k.--Dlslrlct Court tot.1 end crlmln.1 cose., .nd STATE TOTALS 
do not Include dote from Webs tor .nd V.lloy Counties. 

Now H.mpshlr .... -Dlstrlct Court--DomGstlc violence petition d.t. wero 
supplied by ally 18 of 41 court locotlon •• 

NOf'th D.kot.--County Justice Court-- CIvil filings do not Includo 
-.tal t-ltII ca.e •• 

Oregon--Clrcult Court-Clvll disposition. do not Include IIdoptlon 
and ..... tal health cases. 

--County Court--Clvll disposItions do not Include ed""tlon ond 
_tal t-Itt> cases. 

Uloh--Clrcul1' Court- T ... fflc data do not Includo p.rklng cas os for 
Hurray. 

V.r .... 'nt--DI.trlct Court crl.lnol filings do not Include ._t ... .,. 
n,vl_ a'lly cases. 

~'I.consln--State tot.ls do "at Includo opproxl!Mhly ",.o-thlrd of 
the Juvenile cases. 

JExpl.natlon of data Included In tho c.tegory. 

67 

Id.ho--Dl.trlct Court--Clvll d.h moy InclUde some JuvenIle opp ... ls. 
1"".- J ..... II. disposItions Includo "family In no.d of .sslstanco" 

d~tlc ... Iatlons cases. 
Mos.ochus.tts--DI.trlct Court Doportment-- Crl.I ... 1 filings Include 

sotne telonles nnd DWI cases, 
Nobr.sko--Dlstrlct Court- Crl.lnal cases Includ. civil ","peel •• 
Rhoda Islond-DI.trlct Court-- Crl.I ... 1 fIlings locludo traffic 

cases. 
ro.os--County Court .t Lo.-- T ... "lc dIspositIons Include crl.lnal _Is. 
V.rmont--Sup.,",or Court- CIvIl c.so. Include crl.I ... 1 opp ...... 

\, 

Filed 
(dIs
posed) 
per 
100,000 
popu
I.tlon 

556 
556 

NH 
NIl 

371 
371 

NH 
NH 

NH 

208 
208 

III 
NH 

173 
173 
III 
NH 
III 
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TABLE 15: Civil filed and disposed for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial 
courts, 1980. 

Vari ati ons in court organi zati on, subject matter 
jurisdiction, and case classification: 

This table breaks the gross totals of Table 
14 into the civil case classification. 6ecause 
of the variations in court organization, subject 
matter jurisdiction, and case classification, 
comparisons of general jurisdiction and limited 
jurisdiction courts from state to state are 
seldom appropriate. 

Lack of complete data (less than 90% complete 
from an individual court) is responsible for the 
large number of blanks in the "All trial courts" 
columns on this table, as well as for states 
missing from the table. In order for a state to 
be included in this table, it had to have 
complete filing or disposition data from all its 
tri al courts. 

Courts that do not break their caseload down 
into specific case types, do generally separate 
caseload into civil, criminal, and juvenile 
cases. (Traffic may be reported separately or it 
may be lumped into criminal caseload.l 

Sources of data are found on the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in counting cases do have an impact on 
total caseloads. If states are not counting 
cases at the same beginning and ending point, 
total caseload is not comparable. 

Appropriate analyses: 

All percentage calculations that were less 
than 1% but greater than 0% have been rounded up 
to 1%. All percentage calculations that were 
less than 0% but greater than -1% have been 
rounded down to -1%. 

Disposed as a percent of filed. This measure 
represents the percent of the number of filed 
cases that the court was able to dispose. The 
percent is computed by dividing the number of 
cases filed by the number disposed and then 
multiplying by one hundred. A percent over one 
hundred indicates that the court disposed more 
cases than were fil ed, thus reduc i ng pendi ng 
caseload. A percent significantly less than one 
hundred indicates that the court is not keeping 
up with the volume of Cilses being filed. 

Limitations on use: 

Compairsons can be made between courts that 
count cases in the same way. The method of 
counting civil cases has the greatest influence 
over data reported. 

Although data have been broken down into 
general and limited jurisdiction courts, this has 
been done to provide a flavor for the different 
workloads of the different levels of trial 
courts. Interstate comparisons should be 
restricted to all trial courts' figures. 
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TABLE 15: 
Civil filed and disposed for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1980. 
Disposed as a percent of filed. 

General jurIsdiction courts 
Disposed 
as a 

LimIted JurisdIctIon courts All trJa I courts 

State 

Alaska .................. .. 
California •••••••••••••••• 
Colorado •••••••.•••••••••• 
Connecticut ••••••••••••••• 
Delaware ................. . 
District of Columbia •••••• 
Florida ••••••••••••••••••• 
Guam •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hawai i •••••••••••••••••••• 
Idaho ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Illinois ................ .. 
Indiana ................. .. 
Iowa .................... .. 

Filed 
10,433 

548,442 
107,613 
159,996 

Disposed 
9,908 

414,093 
97,181 

percent 
fi led 

95% 
76% 
90% 

7,166 6,908 96% 
146,182 146,291 100% 
275,194 252,831 92% 

5,900 6,341 107% 
--------

24,800 22,003 89% 
53,223j 50,40<j 95ti 

723,263 703,973 97% 
239,920 223,003 93% 
195,032 

Filed 
14,172 

1,043,307 
75,039 
48,168 
39,774 

229,310 

13,598 

193,446 

Disposed 
11,262 

734,919 
59,242 

38,867 

?01,033 

11,894 

173,685 

Disposed 
as a 

percent 
filed 

79% 
70% 
79% 

98% 

88% 

87% 

90% 

Filed 
24,605 

1,591,749 
182,652 
208,164 
46,940 

146,182 
504,504 

5,900 

Disposed 
21,170 

1,149,012 
156,423 

45,775 
146,291 
453,864 

6,341 

33,897. 
50,404J 

703,973 
396,688 

Disposed 
as a 

percent 
filed 

86% 
72% 
8G;l; 

98% 
100% 

90% 
10n 

88%. 
95%J 
97% 
92% 

Kansas ................... . 117,037 NH NH 

38,398. 
53,223J 

723,263 
433,366 
195,032 
117,037 

Kentucky ••••••••.•••••••• , 
Massachusetts ••••••••••••• 
Minnesct~ ••••• ~~ •••••••••• 
Missouri ................. . 
North Carolina •••••••••••• 

Ohio ..................... . 
Oklahoma .••••••••••••••••• 
Pennsylvania •••••••••••••• 
Puerto Rico .............. . 
South Dakota •••••••••••••• 

Vermont ................ .. 
Virginia ................. . 
Washi ngton •••••••••••••••• 
West Virginia ••••••••••••• 
Wiscons; n ................ . 

69,214 
494,162 

20,975 
221,135 
77,575 

262,785 
198,849 
238,987 
101,035 
34,543 

19,805j 
78,732 

117,946 
45,185 

218,974 

63,855 92% 

15,202 72% 
192,283 87% 
71,785 93% 

255,375 97% 
185,088 93% 
207,241 87% 
101,138 100% 

19,591j 99%j 
71,859 91% 
88,923 75% 
42,695 94% 

194,725 89% 

Note: State totals were inclUded in this table only when all 
courts with civil jurisdiction within that state 
reported either complete filings and/or dispositions. 
Blank spaces indicate that the data were unavailable or 
incomplete, or the calculations were inappropriate. 

NH = This case type is not handled in this court. 

113.897 

173,372 

315,867 

398,913 

295,068 
54,818 

4,477 
636,225 
113,054 
53,319 

NH 

90,757 

169,646 

305,399 

390,542 
17,806 

284,851 
54,425 

3,976 
594,023 

52,311 
Nil 

80% 

98% 

97% 

98% 

97% 
99% 

89% 
93% 

98% 

183,111 
494,162 
194,347 
221,135 
393,442 

661,698 

534,055 
155,853 
34,543 

24,282j 
714,957 
231,000 
98,504 

218,974 

154,612 

184,848 
192,283 
377,184 

645,917 
202,894 

155,563 

23,567j 
665,882 

95,006 
194,725 

84% 

95% 
87% 
96% 

98% 

100% 

96% 
89% 

-- • Not applicable. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
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Idaho--Data may include some juvenile appeals. 
Vermont--General jurisdiction courts-- Civil appeal data 

include criminal appeals as well as some habeas corpus 
and postconvfction remedy cases. 
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TABLE 16: Composition of civil case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1980. 
TABLE 17: Composition of civil case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1980. 

Variations in court organization and subject 
matter jurisdlction: 

These two tables deal only with general 
jurisdiction courts. In states with a 
single-tier trial court (Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, 
South Dakota, District of Columbia, and Guam), 
all case types are heard in the general 
jurisdiction court. These courts are indicated 
by a "*" before thei r state name. In all other 
states some of the trial court case types are 
heard in limited jurisdiction courts. 

The individual court profiles for each state 
(found in part II) must be consulted to determine 
whether the figures for an individual case type 
in these tables represent the complete caseload 
for that case type in the particular state. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classifications and 
definitions: 

Courts that do not break their caseload down 
into specific case types do generally separate 
caseload into civil, criminal, and juvenile 
cases. (Traffic may be reported separately or it 
may be reported as a part of the criminal 
caseload.J Consequently, these two tables are 
easier to aggregate than later tables that show 
specific case types. 

70 

Those states that reported less than 90% of 
complete "total" data were excluded from these 
tables. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Data from these tables may be used to 
identify courts with similar jUrisdiction and 
courts that handle similar volumes of cases. 
These data can also be used to compute the 
distribution of types of civil cases filed in 
each court. To compute the proportion of the 
total filings (dispositions) for each case type, 
divide the number of filings (dispositions) for 
each case type by the total filings 
(dispositions) for each court and multiply by 100. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons should not be made between courts 
in states with a single-tier trial court (marked 
with an "*") and courts ·in states with both 
general and limited jurisdiction courts. 

Comparisons can be made only between courts 
that use the same unit of count for counting 
civil cases. Since the data contained in these 
tables are taken from only the general 
jurisdiction courts, the organization charts for 
each state should be checked to determine whether 
or not other courts in the state also handle the 
specific case types before comparisons of volumes 
of specific case types are made. 
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TABLE 16: 
Composition of civil case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1980. 
State a/~d court. Civil case categories. 

State and court tit Ie 

AI8bam8--Clrcult Court ••••••••••• 
AI eska--Superl or Court" ........ .. 
Arlzona--Superlor Court ........ .. 
Arkansas--STlITE TOTAL ........... . 

Circuit COurt ••••••••••••• ~ •••• 
Chancery and Prob~te Court .... . 

Callfornla--Superlor Court ..... .. 

(JI 
NH 

37,463J 
30,041J 
30,041J 

NH 
NH 

Colorado--STATE TOTAL............ 20,551 
District Court, Denver Superior 

Court, Denver Juvenile Court, 
and Denver Probata COIlrt • ••• 20,551 

W~ter Court.................... NH 
Connectlcut--Superlor Court...... 45,265J 

Dela.are--STATE TOTAL............ 2,095 
Court of Chzmcery 10 • • • • • • • • • • • • • NH 
Superior' Court............. .... 2,095 

*Dlstrlct of Columbl,,--Superlor 
Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Florlda--Clrcult Court .......... . 
Georgla--Superlor court •• " ••••••• 

-Guem--Superlor Court ••••••••••••• 

H<lwall--STATE TOTAL ............ .. 
Circuit Court ................ .. 
Land Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax Appea I Court ............. .. 

*Idaher-STATE TOTAL .............. . 
~istrict Court ............... .. 
Magistrates Dlvlsloll .......... . 

6,121 
NH 

1,151 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

*1111 nols--Clrcu It Court .......... 227,565 
I nd I ana--Superl or Court and 

Circuit Coort.. ........ ...... NH 

'Io"a~-olstrlct COIlrt............. NH 
Kensas--Dlstrlct Court ......... .. 
Kentucky--Clrcult Court.......... 20,479 

LOll I s I ana--OI str I ct COIlrt........ NH 

Jrotorne--Superlor Court............ 2,347 
Marylond--Ctrcult Court.......... 4,825 
Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL ....... 173,049 1J 

Superior Court Department .... .. 
DistrIct Court Department ...... 145,464J 
Boston Muo I c I pa I Court 

Department.. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .... 27,585 
Land Court Department ........ .. 
Probate and FamIly Court 

Ddpartment ••••••••••••••••••• 
Hous I ng Court Department ••••••• 

Mlchl9an--STATE TOTAL ........... . 
Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Claims •••••••••••••••• NH 

Mlnnesota--DIstrlct COIlrt ........ 20,697 
*MIssOllrl--Clrcult Court ........ .. 
Monhna--Olstrlct COIlrt ........ .. NH 
Nebraska--Dlstrlct Court ........ . 
New Hampshlre--Superlor COIlrt .. .. 6,702 
New Jarsey--Superlor Court ••••••• 

New Msxlco--olstrlct Court ...... . 
New York--Suprema COIlrt and 

(J I 
774 
(J I 

NH 
63,127 

4,460 

4,460 
NH 

(J I 

NH 

21,127 

1,396 
1,396 

NH 
NH 

1,763 
1,150 

633 

5,438 

2,072 
8.979 

16,483 
18,483J 

NH 

1,557 

48,065 

County Court................. NH 33,948 
North Carollna--Supilrlor COIlrt... 13,075 
North Dakota--Dlstrlct Court..... NH 773 

Clv' cases filed 

t 
" L. 
i-

S 

1,329 
(JI 

-~ - " ~ u 
VI 

NH 
NH 

NH 
til 

NH 
NH NH 

(JI 91,326 

(JI NH 

(JI NH 

1,770 
1,770 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

19,617 
NH 

2,909 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

14,323 
o 

14,323 

227 

2,307 

8,967 

6,741 
2,226 
5,772 

662 1 

(J I 
662 

105,845 
15,644 

18 

364 
260 
104 

Nil 

7,356 

7,356 

NH 

(jl 

(JI 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

Nfl 
NH 
Iii 
NH 

1*1 

'" o li 
;:+= .. ., 
Sl .-" . o L. 
a 

47,176 
6,021 

45,616 1 

30,113 
NH 

30,113 
175,675 

49,247 

49,247 
NH 

17 ,384 

309 

309 

6,597 
60,748 
59,4061 

1,084 

14,467J 
14,487J 

Nil 
NH 

14,251 
1,413 

12,838 

655 
8,281 
7,649 

NH 

7,649 
64,256 

Ni 
200 

1,303 
NH 

1,303 
3,579 

7,705 3,173 

7,705 
NH 

2,326 
2,326 

NH 

3,176 
NH 

227 

644 

644 

3,168 ~IO 

46,617 14,440 

173 

1,960 
1,960 

NH 

NH 
3,976 

6 

3,9~7 

(jl 
(JI 

NH 
Nil 

" .. 
~ 
(JI 
163 
(J I 
(JI 
(JI 

29,287J 
864 
(Jl 

'> 
U 

NH NH 

76,463 
10,433 
91,562 1 

76,462 
30,041 
46,421 

12,366 206,392 548,442 

576 12,909 107,613 

576 
NH 

(J I 

269 

269 

210 
977 

12,909 105,337 
2,226 

159,996 

861J 7,166 
440J 2,766 
421 4,400 

1,694 
61,333 
55,6661 

565 

4,081J 
4,0611 

NH 
NH 

18,530 
5,255 

13,275 

146,182 
275,194 
115,2761 

5,900 

24,800 
24,662 

104 
34 

53,223J 

8,I87J 
45.036 

163,036 581 29,560 112,766 34,591 9,167 117,900 8,091 723,263 

40,192 
112,087 

37,849 15,045 10,229 

Ni 
NH 
NH 

1,349 
7,434 

NH 

6,511 

4,179 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 3,993 10,160 

122,7631J 41,6061 

117,601J 24,378 

2,983 

1,979 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
1&,511 

NH 
Iii 
NH 

71 

691 
8,857 

7,660 

NH 

566 

194 

735 

NH 

9,975J 
4,424 

NH 

78,969 
1,051 

26.012 
37,427 

22,195 
23,452 
12,836 

NH 
2,983 234 
2,183J 1,173 

2,525 NH NH 213 
3,337 

94 1 
~6,423 700 
38,067 1 57,733 1 2,5371 

4,457 

225 

33,385 57,733 

129,598 
129,598 

NH 

9,096 
17,6131 

(J I 
27,079 

9,715 
CJI 

3,136 

NH 

278 
12,1:;0 
3,515 

NH 
NH 

903 . 

1*1 
34,670 

49 

2,514 

23 

NH 

NH 

506 
Ni 
NH 

(J) 

NH 

69 

25 

142 
(Il 

9,135 

236 

93,564 
56,442 
4,411 
7,768 

69 
424 

56.695
' 

31.786 

239,920 
195,032 
117,037 
69,214 

161,884 
8,595 

66,295 
493,360 

31,786 
294,663 

33,150 
8,857 

24,909 116.027 
6,857 

54,052J 203,924 1 

54,052J 203,500 
NH 4241 

192,494 
5,379 

10,384 1 

15,217 
29,830J 

845 

2\),;75 
221,135 
27,272 
27,997 1 

16,617 
60,471 

45,627 

68,209 
77,575 
11.955 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 16: 
Composition of civil case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1980. (continued) 

Stote ond court title 

t 
~ 
+ 

8 

., 
u 

Oh Io--<:ourt of CO<MlOn PI eos ...... 
Ok I ahoma-D I strl et Court ••••••••• 
Oregon--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••• 

NH 
NH 
X 
X 
X 

21.3)'8 
8.000 

NH 

CI reo It Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Tox Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pennsy I von lo--Court of Comnon 
Pleas •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court ...... 

Rhoda IsI"nd--Superior Court ... .. 
South Caroll no-CI rcu It Court ... . 

'South Dakoto--<:Ircult Court ..... . 
Tennessee--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••• 

Clrcdt Court ................ .. 
Low ond Equity Court .......... . 
Choncery Court ............... .. 

Texas-District Court and 
Crlmlna,1 District Court ...... .. 

Utah--Dlstrict Court ............ . 
'Vermont--STATE TOTAL ........... .. 

Super I or Court ................ . 
District Court ............... .. 

2.685 4.052 

NH 11.170 
NH 10.276 
tlH 351 
NIl 541 

25.617 

583 

8.396 
2.906 

345 
5.147 

NH 28.510 35.363 
740 

7.299 
3.970 
3.329 

85.298 
NH 
tf1 
NH 

NH 

16.432 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
tf1 

7.541 

7,541 
Vlrglnlo-Clrcult Court .......... 27.748 

WOSh I ngton-Superl or Court ...... . NH 7,141 22,397 NH 
West Vlrglnlo--Clrcult Court .... . 
Wisconsin-Circuit Court ........ . (jl (JI 68.933J 
Wyomlng--DIstrict Court ......... . NH 

NoTe: fill avall.ble dot" from stotes thot h.ve total til Ings which 
are ot leost 90$ complete were entered In this toble. Blank 
~poces Indlcote that the dato were unovol lable or less thon 
90% complete. oth .... civil "Iso Includes extraordlnory writ 
crises. 

X = The dato for this cose type ore known to be InclUded In the 
tot" I but were not avol I.ble by cotegory. 

NH = This cose type Is not hondled by this court. 

'These st.tes have 0 single-tier trlol court. These courts h.ve no 
limited Jurisdiction courts under them. so Included In their 
coselood aro coses thot would be heord by limited Jurisdiction 
courts elsewhere. 

lOot.. ore IncOlllpiete: 

Arlzona--Superlor Court-- ~tlc relotlons fl lings do not 
Include adoption d.t.. for Morlcopo County. Tot" I civil coses 
do not Include _to' ...... ,th cof.es. and do not Include 
odoptlon d"t.. for Marlcop. County. 

Georgla--Superlor COurt--Dota were unovolloble Irom Cobb County. 
Mossochus"tts--STATE TOTAl--The Superior Court did not provide 

c.se type breokdowns. 
Mlchlgon--<:ourt of Clolms--Dot" do not Include oppeols under the 

Vletnom Ero Bonus Se.:tlon Act. 
Nebrosko--DIstrict Court- Total civil does not Includo oppeals. 

Dot.. were unovoll.ble tor Webster ond Val ley Counties. 
Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court-- Appeal data do not Include oppeols 

of trio I court coses. 

JExplonotion of d.to In the cotegory: 
AI"b"IIIII--Clrcult Court-- oth .. civil Includes I .... , auto tort, 

ond clv" appeals coses. 

72 

Civil eoses flied 

VI 

" U 0 

;1; 
8 e 
c 

'" +., 
+-.n 

., 
" 0. 
0. 
< 

;; 
u 

8.529 
NH 
Nfl 

X 
X 
X 

97.142 
43.646 
29.292 
29.292 

76.743 
14.159 
6.564 
6.584 

9.052 
2.515 
3.593 
3.593 

2.789 
1.247 

116 

53.661 
9.636 

262.785 
196.649 
66.546 
66.430 

NH NH NH 118 118 

132.226 
32.244 

19.574 
(jl 

9.364 
NH 

17 .603 
52.713J 

238.967 
101.035 

2.823 
795 
99 

1.929 

tf1 

NH 
4.034 

52.003 
29.142 
2.737 

NH 

4.223 
2.21 I 

105 
196 

1,910 

NH 

599 
774 
344 
37 

x 

11.969 
8.341 

325 
3.303 

x 

9.255 
4.149 
1.487 

254 
2.406 

7.158 
36.359 
34.543 
93.497 ' 
53.396 
4.344 

20.124 393 35.755' 

908 
179 

NH 177.594 
NH 11 .449 

4.194 
3.341 

853 
1.075 13.176 34 .047 

3.650 619 
463 

463 

43.454 
130 
285J 
285J 

2.686 

48,025 
13.669 

23 
23 

333.854 
30.636 ; 
19.605J 
7.619J' 

12.166 
76.732 

8,730 46,774 14,189 5.720 
1.193 2.495 

eJI 36.826 42.194 (J I 
2.139 

1,946 
2.400 

(J) 

9.049 
39,097 
69.019J 
10.902 

117.946 
45.185 

216.974 
13.041 

Arlzono--Superlor Court- L .... Includos proyer under SI.OOO. outo 
tort, non-outo tort, controct, emlnont domain, unciossilled 
civil ond oppeal c.ses. 

Arkansos--<:Ireult Court-- L .... Includes trlol de novo oppellis. 
Connectlcut--Superlor Court--<:Ivl I I .... 0'.se5 Include torts, 

contr"cts, collection cases. oppeals of wIlls ond ostotes In 
trust frOlll the Prob"te Court. 

Del"wore--Superlor Court-- othl!lr cIvil Includes contract, ...... 1 
proporty rIghts, ond equity coses. 

Howall--Clrcult Court-- o.-stlc relotlons Include -.tol ...... Ith 
coses. othor civil Incl.udes some othor crl.lnol coses os 
wei I. 

Id.ho-Dlstrlct Court-Dot. ""'y Include some Juvenile oppe.'s. 
Kelltucky--Clrcult Court- Mentol ...... ltIl dot" Include some 

competency heorl ngs. 
Massochusetts--DIstrlct Court Deportmant--The I .... cote gory 

Includes some _II clolllS coses. 
Mlchlgon--Clrcult Court- other civil Includos tort cosos from 

Woyne County. 
New H.mpshlre--Superlor Court-- Equity Includes d<*JStic 

relotlons cosos. 
North Corollne-Superlor Court-- other clyll Includos real 

property, odoptlons ond """,to I h ... lth cosos. 
Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court-- other civil InclUdes some reel 

property ond estote cose. 
VerMont--Superior Court-- Appelll doto InclUde some crlalnal 

opp ... ls, postconvlctlon ..-.Iy ond extroordlnorv writ coses. 
Wlsconsln--Clrcult Court- oth .... clyll Includes torts, ...... 1 

property rights, -.tol ""ItIl, ond oppeals cosos. 
S-I I clol .. coses Includo uncontested ".sos In Mllwoukoo 

County. 

r 

f 

i 
I 
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! 
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TABLE 17: 

Composition o~ ~ivil case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts 
State and court. CIVIl case categories. ' 1980. 

Stote ond court title 

Alobom'--<:Ircult court .......... . 
AI"Sk'--Superbr Court .......... . 
Ai I ZOni5--Superl or Court •••••••••• 
Ark,,"sos--CI reu It Court 

C""fornl"--Superlor co:~;::::::: 

IJI 

34.452J 
3O.13SJ 

(jl 

X 
(JI 

t 
~ 
+-

8 

X 
(JI 

., 
U 

NH 

Clvl I eoses dl sposod 

>-

t l! 
0."" o 0> 

., L.-
'" 0. L. 

'" 

VI 
c: 

U 0 

i=:.: 
VI ., 

~ e 
c 

:l 
0. 
0. 
< 

47.223 NH (J I 
X X X X X 

(JI 45.021 1 6.950 1.009 (JI 

27.236J 
X 

eJI 

;; 
u 

tf1 tf1 HH NH (J I 62.100 NH I 246 
-;;~:-__ ~~:-____________ ~~ __ ~' ____________ ~I4~5~.:5~I~7 __ ~6:0~.~94:4~~':,6~2~6~~I~I~.3~5~5~~12:9~.~3~0=3_ 

Colorado--STATE TOTAL............ 15,834 3.458 NIl 
District Court. Denver Superior 7.823 

74,459 
9.908 

87.432 I 
30.135 

414,093 

Court. Denver JUveni Ie Court. 
ond Denver Probote Court ..... 

W.ter Court 
Connect I cut--~~~;;;~;" ~~~;;:::::: 

Del"ware--STATE TOTAL ........... . 
Court of Chancery ............. . 
Superior Court ................ . 

'DIstrict of ColumblO--Superlor 
Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

15.634 
NH 

45.731J 

1,686 

1,886 

3.458 
NH 

(J) 

IlH 

NH 
eJI 

eJI 
eJI 

tf1 
NH 

1.196 1 

NH 
NH 
tf1 

5,376 
2.445 
5.827 

651J 
eJI 
651 

NH 

(JI 
eJI 

NH 

46.216 

46.216 
NH 

18,003 

282 

262 

6.804 

6.604 
NH 

2.335 
2,335 

NH 

3,163 

3.163 
NH 

238 

654 

654 

540 

540 
NH 

(JI 

312 

312 

13.343 

13.343 

7B6J 
384J 
404 

Florldo--<:Ircult Court 
Goorgl"--Superlor Cour;:::::::::: 

5.778 
NH 
NH 

822 

19.620 29,119 
19.004 

NH 
107.930 
14.363 

8.924 2.156 906 88 1.505 
76.508 41,914 13.907 560 56.640 

Guam--Suporlor Court ............. . 54.608 1 NH NH 45.1541 
3.662 80 52 

----::---~~~--~~ __ ------------------------~::3----~4~7~ ______________ ~I~.~00~7~ Howoll--STATE TOTAL.. ............ NH 1 053 1 446 

Circuit Court.................. NH 1:053 1:446 ~~ ~~: 13.68oJ 1.999 
Lond Court..................... NH NH NH 13.680J 1,999 
T"x Appeal Court............... NH NH 41 NH NH NH 

'ldohO--STATE TOTAL............... NH I.6~; NH NH NH NH Nil NH 
DIstrict Court................. NH 1.022 : 13,95~ tf1 13,576 3.926 
M~glstr~tes Division........... NH 629 NH NH 1,642 4 

'1 II InolS--CIrcult Court .......... 165.172 13.948 tf1 II .934 3.924 
177,991 620 32.749 120.063 35.512 

Indlon~--Sup"rlor Court ond 

Circuit Court •••••••••••••••• 
'IowO--Dlstrlct Court 

/(entucky--CI rcu It CO~~;:::::::::: 
M~lne--Superior Court .......... .. 
Mary I ond--C I rcu I t Court ........ .. 

Moss.chusetts--STATE TOTAL ..... .. 
Superior Court Deportment ..... . 
District Court Dep.rtment .... .. 
Boston Munlclp~1 Court 

NH 
16.873 
2.172 
4.469 

92.7521J 

77 • 676J 

Departmont. • • • .. .. • .. .. .. • .. • 15,076 
Lond Court Dep"rtment ........ .. 
Probate and Faml I y Court 

Dep~rtment ••• " •••••••••••••• " 

1,763 
7.850 

1.272 
5.617 

40.166 
1" .912 

NH 

NH 3.688 

63,1281J 26.1261 

81.204J 18.327 

1,924 362 
7.234 

NH 

10.709 

75.164 
977 1 

35.630 
2.031 

45,514 

2.302 

225 

20,621 
21.846 

NH 
676 

eJI 21 
eJI 
NH NH 
NH 21 

325J 
325J 

tf1 
9.340 136,261 

2.183J 
NH 

2,300 

23 

1.089 
240 

2.971 

64 1 

54 

10 

3.555J 
3.555J 

NH 
NH 

16.974 
4.705 

12,269 
6.245 

67.052 
53,754 
6.080 

120 
459 

30.412 
30.412 

X 

97.181 

94.736 
2.445 

69.915 1 

6.908 
2.719 
4,189 

146.291 
252.631 

99,762 1 

6.341 

22.003 
21.941 

41 
21 

50,404J 
7,700J 

42.704 
703.973 

223.003 
168.489 1 

63.855 
7.618 

82,173 

391.412 
30.412 

182.063 

16.623 
7,234 

-

------~~~JI-----------:~------------------------------_____________________ 153.080 Mlehlg.n--STATE TOTAL............ 1'7.601J NH ____ ___ 

Circuit C".-t.................. 17.601J tf1 123.682 1.504 1 47.378J 190.165 1 
Court of ClaIms................ NH NH NH NH 123.662 1,152 47.378J 189.813 

Mlnnesoto-~Dlstrict Court........ 14.834 NH NH NH NH 3521 NH 352 1 
*Mlssourf--Clrcult Court.......... 368 NH 15.2,02 

13,861 
Monhn.--DIstrlct Court.......... 11.890 166512 192263 
Nebr"sk.--Dlstrlct Court ... ,..... X X Z~ X 8,243 2,547 497 X • X 23;244 

15.496
1 

NH NH (II 9.124' 24.6201 Now HOl1'!'shlre--Superlor Court .... 
New Jersey--Suporlor Court ••••••• 
Now Me)(Ico--DIstrlct Court ....... 
New York--Suprome Court ond 

County Court •••• " •• " •••••• " •• 
North Coro I I no--Super I or Court ... 
North Dokote--DIstrict Court ... .. 
Ohlo--Court of Conmon Pleas .... .. 
Oklahol11ll--Dlstrict Court ....... .. 

NH 
11.767 

47.025 

47.836 

779 3,969 
21,568 
6,572 21.641 

NH 

NH 309 
NH (JI 
Nfl 775 
tf1 

86.415 7.266 

73 

399 1 

4.420 
10,218 1 NH NH X 3,2201 
28,643 1 24.490 

X 

10.320 
eJ) 

4,940 
96,060 
40,125 

Nfl 
32,093 

17 
74.859 
11.769 

eJ I 
NH 

9.162 
2.539 

7,173 

205 
2.610 

994 

81.046 
X 44.999 

16,439 
27.925J 

642 
51.116 
7,765 

62.077 
71.785 
11.527 

25~,375 

185.088 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 17: 
Composition of civil case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1980. (continued) 

11 .. " U 

" 
U 

L 

~ 
.. 

~ ~ r: 

" 8 > State and court tit I e ..J If> 

Oregon--CI rcu I t Court ........... X 
T .. x Court •••••••••••••••••••••• X f\H 

Pennsy Ivan I a--Court of Common 
Pleas .......................... 

Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court •••••• 2,586 4,472 529 NH 
South c"rollna--Clrcult Court .... 

TennfJssee-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••• X X NIl 
Circuit Court .................. X X NH 
law and Equity Court ............ X X NIl 
Chancery Court ............................ X X NH 

Texar.--Dlstrlct Court and 
Criminal District Court •••••••• I,'H 24,684 25,899 NH 

UTah--D I 51'1'1 ct Court ••••••••••••• X 

·Vermont--STATE TOTAL ............. 7,141 7,427 
Superfor Court ••••••••••••••••• 3,522 
DistI'l ct Court ................. 3,619 7,427 

Vlrglnla--Clrcult Court .......... 25,727 
Wash I ngton--Super I or Court ••••••• 6,355 1 18,744 1 NIl 
West Vlrglnla--Clrcult Court ..... 
Wisconsin-Circuit COUrt ......... (j) (j) 67,473J 

Note: All available deta from states that have total dispositions 
which are at least 90% complete are entered In this table. 
Blank spaces Indicate that the data were unavailable, or less 
than 90% comp lete. Oth..- civil also Includes extraordinary 
writ cases. 

Civil cases d I sEosed 

III - -~ r: ;; ;; U 0 
U U 

L III ;+= .e .... ,. .. - .. G <>.r: 
!: III " .. " - ~ G 

_ 0 '" 
§ f .. .. " .. 

" L - " .. r: .. <> .e .. .. <> L 
.ll' .n :i.e <> b {? c:: C < 

X 26,1271 6,104 56,716 1 
X 95 95 

9,896 53,841 207,241 123,802 19,702 
8,685J NH 31,713 (j) NH 96 1 53,057J 101,138 

f\H 41,330 

X X X X X X 84,269 
X X X X X X 47,977 
X X X X X X 3,757 
X X X X X X 32,535 

676 X 164,082 24,573 49,401 289,315 
X X 2,599 958 90 X 25,441 

---
4,250 427 318J 28 19,591J 
3,473 318J 26 7,341J 

777 427 12,250 
1,015 11,625 31,610 NH 1,862 71,859 
5,071 1 34,341 1 X X 809 1 5,2561 88,923 

1,166 2,335 2,317 36,877 42,695 
(J) 31,465 31,679 (J) (j) 64,108J 194,725 

Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court- A"" .... I data do not Include 13ppea Is 
of trial cour-t cases. 

Washlngton--Superlor Court-Spokane was unable to provIde data 
for the Indicated case types. Do.ostlc relations cases do 
not Include allloptions. 

X = The data for th I 5 case typo are known to be I nc I uded I n the 
total. 

JExplanatlon of data Included In the category: 

NH = This case type Is not handled by the court. 

·These states have a single-tier trial court. These courts he~r 
C'IIseS that wou Id be heard by limited Jurisdiction courts 
elsewhere. 

IData are Incomplete: 

Arizona-Superior Court-- Adoption data were unavailable for 
Mar I copa County. 

Connectlcut--Superlor Court-- S ... II chllo.s Include approximately 
1% of the _II clal ... dispositions. 

Georgla--Superlor Court--Data were unavailable from Cobb County. 
10wa--Dlstrlct Court- ao..stlc rehrtlons and total civil cases 

do not Include "family In neod of assistance" cases. 
Massachusetts--STATE TDTAL--Case type breakdowns Were unavaIlable 

for the Superior Court Department, and no data were avaIlable 
for the Housl n9 Court Department. 

Mlchlgan--COurt of Clalms--Data do not InclUde appeals unde~ tho 
VIetnam Era Bonus Section Act. 

Nebraska--Dlstrlct COUrt-- Tatal civil does not Include ""peals. 
Data were unavailable for Webster and Valley counties. 

New Hompshlre--Superlor Court-There were 2,009 civil Coses that 
could nol' be Identified by case type, but are Included In the 
total. 

New Jersey-Superior CC>Jrt-Data do not Include contested 
adoptIons. 

Oregon-Circuit Court-- Do.ostlc relatIons does not Include 
adoptions. Tatal cIvil does not adoptions or manta I h .... lth 
cases. 
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Alabama-Circuit Court-- Other civil Includes law, auto tort, and 
civIl appeals cases. 

Al'I zooa--Super I or Court-- Law I nc I udes prayer under S 1 ,000, auto 
tort, nan-auto) tort, contract, eml nant doma In, unc I ass I tied 
civil and app ... ls cases. 

Arkansas--Clrcult Court- Law Includes trial de novo appeals. 
Connoctlcut--Supel"lor Court-- Law cases Include torts, contracts, 

collection calles, appeals ot .. Ills and estates In trust trom 
the Probate Cc)Urt. 

Delaware-Court of Chancery-- Other cIvil Includes some equity, 
real property" and contract cases. 

Hawall--Clrcult C()urt- oa-stlc relatlon:l Includes _tal h_lth 
cases. Other civil Includes some at1ler crl.lnlll cases as 
well. 

Idaho--Dlstrlct Ce)urt--Data may Include some Juvenile appeals. 
Kentucky--Clrcult Court-- Mental health data Include. competency 

hearl n9s. 
Massachusetts--Dllltrlct Court Department--The law category 

Includes some _II clallftS cases. 
Mlchlgan--Clrcult Court-- other civil Includes tort cases from 

Wayne County. 

North Carollna--SLlperlor Court-- Oth .... civil InclUdes some real 
property, adot:ltlons and -.tal health cases. 

Puerto Rlco--Super'lor Court-- Other clyll Includes some real 
proptrty and costate cases. 

Vermont--Superlor Court-- App8llis data InclUde some crl.lnal 
appeals, post con"lctlon .--.Iy and extraordinary writ cases. 

Wisconsln--Circult Court-- Other civil Includes tc':-ts. real 
property rights, -m-al health, appeals and elCtraordlnary 
writs. 5-.11 clal ... caSes Include uncontest",d cases In 
Milwaukee Coun,ty. 
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TABLE 18: Tort caseload for trial courts, 1980. 

TABLE 19: Contract caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
TABLE 20: Small claims case load for trial courts, 1980. 

TABLE 21: Real property rights caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
TABLE 22: Domestic relations caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
TABLE 23: Estate caseload for trial courts, 1980. 

TABLE 24: Mental health caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
TABLE 25: Civil appeals caseload for trial courts, 1980. 

Variations in court organization and subject 
matter jurisdlction: 

Case10ad in these tables are from both 
general jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction 
courts. The same case types may be handled in 
~ery different courts from state to state. Only 
state totals can be compared. To facilitate 
comparisons, the states in these tables have been 
grouped into thl'ce categori es: those states 
where a court has exclusive jurisdiction over a 
case type and whe,'e it submitted complete data; 
those states where more than one court handles a 
case type and each court submitted complete data; 
and those states that reported incomplete data 
from anyone of these courts with that case type 
jurisdiction. 

The court organization charts in Part II 
should be consulted for a brief summary of the 
jurisdiction of each court. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classification and defin1tions: 

The COSCA CSIM COlnmi ttee has chosen to 
c1assity cases according to subject-matter rather 
than the remedy sought. This makes categories 
such as "law" and "equity" difficult to 
reclassify unless the particular court can report 
specifically the kinds of cases included. 

EVen with use of the Model Statistical 
Diction~ case definitions, the classifications 
vary from state to state. Domestic relations, 
for example, may include all fa,mily matters in 
some states while other states report only 
divorce actions as domestic relations cases. 

Some states count support and custody matters 
in their juvenile case10ad, whereas the 
classification used here places these matters in 
domestic relations caseload. 

Only states reporting data that could be 
displayed in the specific case type are included 
in these tables, and then only if the data are 
90% complete. Many courts do not break data down 
beyond the broad civil, criminal, traffic, and 
jUvenile categories. 

Variations in COUnting cases: 

Caseload cannot be compared among courts that 
do not count cases at the same beginning and end 
point. Those states that do not count cases at 
the filing of the petition or complaint have been 
separated and placed at the bottom of each large 
jurisdiction grouping. 

Appropriate analyses: 

All percentage calculations that were less 
than 1% but greater than 0% have been rounded up 
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to 1%. All percentage calculations that were 
less than 0% but greater than -1% have been 
rounded down to -1%. 

Dis osed cases as percent of filed. This 
measure represents t e percent O1'tJU!Ilumber of 
filed cases of which the court was able to 
dispose. The percent is computed by dividing the 
number of cases filed by the number disposed and 
then multiplying by one hundred. A percent over 
one hundred indicates that the court disposed of 
more cases than were filed, thus reducing pending 
caseload. A percent significantly less than one 
hundred indicates that the court is not keeping 
up with the volume of cases being filed. This 
measure was not computed if the number of cases 
filed was less than ten or if the quantity of 
missing data (indicated by an "i" footnote in the 
profiles in Part II) made it inappropriate. 

End endin cases as ercent of filed. This 
figure glves t e pet'cent 0 t e nurn er 0 filed 
cases that wer& pending at the end of the year. 
Thi s measure is computed by d'i vi di ng the number 
of cases pending at the end of the year by the 
number of cases fil ed and then multi plyi ng by one 
hundred. A value of one hundred percent 
indicates that the number of cases pending at the 
end of the year was equal to the number of cases 
filed during the year. A value higher than one 
hundred percent indicates a pending case10ad 
larger than cases filed, while a value lower than 
one hUndred percent indicates a pending caseload 
smaller than the number of cases filed. We 
expect thi s numbel' to be low for case types such 
as traffic that have relatively quick disposition 
times, but it will be larger for torts and other 
case types that usually take longer to process. 
This percent was not computed if the number of 
cases filed was less than ten or if the quantity 
of miSSing data (indicated by an "i" footnote on 
the profiles in Part II) made it inappropriate. 

Number chan e in This 
number glves tenet lncrease or ecrease in 
pending caseload for the court year by 
subtracting the number of cases pending at the 
beginning of the year from the number of cases 
pending at the end of the year. An alternative 
to this calculation, subtracting the number 
disposed from the number filed, was used when 
pending data wet'e unavailable or incomplete. 
When this alternitte fonnu1a was used, the 
resulting number was enclosed 'In parentheses. A 
positive number indicates that the pending 
caseload increased during the year while a 
negative number indicates that the pending 
caseload was reduced in size. Thus, a large 
negative change in pending cases indicates that 
the court is keeping the caseflow current, while 
a large positive change in pending cases 
indicates that the court has not kept pace with 
its filings. 

(continued on next page) 
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Percent change in ~ending caseload. This 

percentage lndicates t e change 1n pending cases 
relative to the number of cases pending at the 
beginning of the year, and is obtained by 
dividing the number change in pending caseload by 
the number of cases pending at the beginning of 
the year and then multiplying by one hundred. 
(This figure cannot be calculated if the 
alternative formula described above was used to 
calculate the number change in the pending 
caseload.) A high negative percent indicates 
that the court reduced its pending caseload 
significantly, while a high 
positive percent indicates that the pending 
caseload increased significantly. This measure 
was not computed if the number of beginning 
pending cases was less than ten or if the 
jurisdiction of the court changed significantly 
during the year. 

Filed (dis osed) er 100,000 0 ulation. The 
unit of state popu at10n used on a court 
case10ad charts is 100,000. This measure 
compensates for variations in state population 
and gives a more realistic basis for comparison 
of caseloads among states of various sizes. If 
the number of filings was not available or was 
not complete (indicated by an "i" footnote in the 
profiles in Part II) but the number of 
dispositions was available, the number of cases 
disposed per unit of population was entered in 
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this column in place of the number of cases filed 
per population unit, and the use of this 
alternati ve quantity was i ndi cated by encl osi ng 
it in parentheses. Population figures used in 
the criminal tables represent the total state 
pop~lation. If all other factors (court 
jurisdiction, case definition, etc.) are similar, 
the fi1ed-per-unit-of-popu1ation statistic will 
permit direct comparisons among states of the 
number of filed cases. For civil cases in trial 
courts, this measure will indicate, among other 
things, the propensity to litigate among the 
citizens in a given state. 

Limitations on use: 

In these case type tables, only the STATE 
TOTALS can be compared in those states where more 
than one court has jurisdiction over the case 
type. 

Comparisons can be made between the data 
reported for a state where an individual court 
has exclusive jurisdiction over the type of case 
and the STATE TOTALS for states where more than 
one court has jurisdiction. Comparisons can not 
be made for states reporting incomplete data. 
Comparisons should be made only between those 
cases that use the same unit of count for 
counting civil cases. (See Figure A for a 
listing of the groups of states that use the same 
unit of count for civil cases.) 
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TABLE 18: 
Tort caseload for trial courts, 1980. 

State populati?n. Courts reporting ,tort (auto tort, professional tort, product liability tort, and other tort) caseload Disposed 
and end pendmg as a percent of flied Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State 
As percent Change in Flled (dis-State and court title population 
of filed 

-~~ posed) per in Begin End iRs- End I thousands pending Filed Disposed pendin[ posed pendin~_ Number Pet'cent 
100,000 
popu1 ation ,COMPLETE STATE TOTALS 

, 
! Exclusive court jurisdiction: 
j 

! Kansas--District Court •••••••••• 2,363 5,438 i Ok1ahoma--District Court •••••••• 3,025 8,875 8,000 6,572 10,313 B2% 129% 230 : 
1,438 16% 265 Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Hawaii--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••• 965 3,922 2,300 1,736 4,486 75% 195% 564 14% 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••• 

238 2,413 1,396 1,053 2,756 75% 197% 343 14% 
District Court •••••••••••••• 1,509 145 904 683 1,730 76% 191% 221 15% 94 Idaho--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••• 944 2,155 1,783 1,651 2,287 93% 128% 132 6% 
District Court , ••••••••••••• 1,554 1,150 189 Magistrate's D1Vfsion ••••••• 1,022 1,682 89% 146% 128 8% 122, 601 633 629 605 99% 96% 4 1% 67 Ohfo--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••• 10,797 33,542! 41,360 41,634 33,187! 101% (-274) -1% 
Court of Common Pleas ••••••• 

383 County Court •••••••••••••••• 23,0101 21,398 21,568 22,7591 101% (-170) 198 Municipal Court ••••••••••••• 158 471 379 250 80% 53% 92 58% 4 10,374 19,491 19,687 10,178 101% 52% -196 -2% 181 Puerto Rico--STATE TOTAL •••••••• 3,207 8,955 5,913 6,536 8,332 111% 141% -623 -7% 184 
Superior Court •••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••• 7,149 4,052 4,472 6,729 110% 166% -420 -6% 126 1,806 1,861 2,064 1,603 111% 86% -203 -11% 58 New JerseY--STATE TOTAL ••••••••• 7,364 65,511 66,914 67,084 65,341 100% 98% -170 -1% 909 

*Superfor Court (Law DiVision 
and Chancery Division) •••• 58,759 48,065 47,025 59,799 98% 124% 1,040 2% 653 

County District Court ••••••• 6,752 18,849 20,059 5,542 106% 29% -1,210 -18% 256 
INCOMPLETE STATE TOTALS 

A1aska--Superior Court •••••••••• 400 774 
194 

District Court •••••••••••••• 
504 Ma9istrate's Court •••••••••• 

126 
California--Superior Court •••••• 23,669 83,127 62,100 75% (21,027) 351 

Municipal Court ••••••••••••• 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••• 

Colorado--District Court and 
Denver Superior Court ••••••• 2,889 4,480 3,458 77% 11,022) 155 
County Court •••••••••••••••• 

[ F1orida--Circuit Court •••••••••• 9,740 21,127 19,820 94% (1,307) 217 
I County Court •••••••••••••••• 

I Maine--Su~erior Court ........... 1,125 3,251 2,072 1,783 3,540 86% 171% 289 9% 184 
I Distr1ct Court •••••••••••••• 

11 Mary1 and--Circuit Court ......... 4,218 8,979 7,850 87% (1,129) 213 
' District Court •••••••••••••• 

M Montana--Dfstrict Court ......... 787 1,557 
198 

" Justice Court ••••••••••••••• . Ii M~f'fp., ~ •• , ••••••••••••• 
, , City Court ............ ,00 .... 

"'j New York--Supreme Court and f Coo,,, Coo., .....•.•........ 17,557 33,948 47,836 141% ( -13,888) 193 
: I Civil Court of the City of 

,; i New york .................. 
21,693 28,770 133% (-7,077) 124 

I Town and Village Justice 
'j Court ..................... 

~ 
.:. 

' , District Court and 
lvl City Court ......... ,~ ..... 
~ I 
~! North Dakota--Dfstrict Court .... 653 773 779 lOa (-6) 118 
i I County Court with Increased 

~ 
, i Jurisdiction .............. 

J't f ! Tennessee--Cfrcuit Court •••••••• 4,591 10,278 
224 

,:' f Law and Equf ty Court ........ 
351 f I Chancery Court .............. 
541 8 !' i Justice of the Peace Court •• 

12 ~'i General SeSSions Court •••••• fi fi, 
~'" 
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TABLE 18: 
Tort case/oad for tria/ courts, 1980. (continued) 

State 

State and court title 
population 

in Begin 
thousands pendin!! Filed 

INCOMPLETE STATE TOTALS (con't) 

Texas--District Court ••••••••••• 
County Court at Law and 

Constitutional County 

14.228 53.895 28.510 

Court ................... .. 
Justice of the Peace Court •• 

16,059 9,988 

Utah--District Court •••••••••••• 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••• 

1,461 740 

Washington--Superior Court •••••• 
Municipal and Police Court •• 

4.130 7,14) 

Note: 

District Court •••••••••••••• 

States were included in this table only when at least 
one court specifically provided data on the number of 
torts. States were excluded from this table when the 
number of torts could not be segregated from other 
civil actions in any of its courts. However, when one 
state court separated torts from other civil actions, 
and it was clear that other courts in that state had 
jurisdiction over civil actions with monetary damages 
that did not fall under the jurisdiction of a specific 
sm~11 claims structure. then the state was categorized 
as having incomplete state data. 
Blank spaces indicate that either the data were 
unavailable or less than gO% complete, or that the 
calculations were inappropriate. 

As percent Change ln me'dTiHs':" 
of filed 2endin!! posed) per 

End D1S- End 100.000 
Disposed pending posed pending. Number Percent population 

24,684 57.721 87% 202% 3.826 n, 200 

9.634 16,413 96% 164% 354 2% 70 

51 

6,355i 173 

* = These courts do not use filing of a petition as the unit 
of count. Check the state profile to identify the 
specific unit of count. 

i Data are i ncompl ete: . . 
Ohio--Court of Common Pleas--Penaing data were unavallable 

for wl'ongful deaths. Thi s category represents 3'l; of 
the total filings. 

Washington--Superior Court--Spokane did not report 
disposition data for 1980. 
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TABLE 19: 
Contract case/oad for tria/ courts, 1980. 
State population. Courts reporting contract caseload, Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed, Number 
and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

S tate and court ti tl e 

cor,?L~IT STATE TOTALS 
Exclusive court jurisdiction: 
Kansas--District Court •••••••••• 
Oklahoma--District Court ••.••••• 
Not ~xclusive court jurfsdiction: 
Hawaii~-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••• 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••• 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

Alaska--Superior Court •••••••••• 
District Court (District 

Division)· ................ . 
District COUl't (Magistrate '5 

OJ vi si on) •••••••••••••••••• 
Flori da--Ci rcuit Court .......... 

County Court •••••••••••••••• 
Maine--Superior Court ••••••••••• 

District Court •••••••••••••• 

Maryland--Circuit Court ••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••• 

Montana--District Court ••••••••• 
Justice Court, City Court 

and Municipal Court ••••••• 
New York--Civil Court of the 

City of New York •••••••••• 
Supreme Court and County 

Court .................... . 
Town and Village Justice 

Court ................... .. 
District Court and Cit,y 

Court .................... . 

North Dakota--District Court •••• 
Count,y Court with Increased 

JUrisdiction •••••••••••••• 
Count,y Justice Court •••••••• 

Ohio--County Court •••••••••••••• 
Court of Common Pleas ••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••• 

Puerto Rico--Superior Court ••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••• 

Tennessee--Circuit Court •••••••• 
Law and Equit,y Court •••••••• 
Chancery Court •••••••••••••• 
General Sessions Court •••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court 

Texas--Count,y Court at L~w. 

State 
population 

in 
thousands 

2,363 
3,025 

965 

400 

9,740 

1.125 

4,218 

787 

17.557 

653 

10.797 

3.207 

4.591 

Begin 
pending 

25,500 

7,392 
2,324 
5.068 

2.194 

1.655 

62.189 

467 

Filed Disposed 

37,849 
25,617 21,641 

11,042 9,856 
1,770 1.446 
9.272 8,410 

1.329 

3.033 

34,308 29.119 

1,349 1.272 

7.434 5.617 

6,511 

15.137 15.939 

4.179 3.969 

6.800 6.445 

196.1276 192.288 

583 529 

2,906 
345 

5.147 

As percent 
of filed 

End Dis- End 
pendin!!. 20sed pendilJ[ 

29,476 84% 115$ 

8.578 89% 78% 
2,648 82% 150% 
5.930 91% 64% 

85% 

2.271 94% 168% 

76% 

105$ 

95% 

2,010 95% 30% 

66.177 98% 34% 

521 91% 89% 

Change ; n 
pendin!! 

Number Percent 

3,976 

1.186 
324 
862 

(5,189) 

77 

(1,817) 

(-802) 

(210) 

355 

3,988 

54 

16% 

16% 
14% 
17% 

4% 

2<:% 

6% 

12% 

Filed (dis-
posed) per 
100,000 
population 

1,602 
847 

1.144 
183 
961 

332 

758 

352 

120 

176 

827 

86 

640 

63 

1.818 

18 

63 
8 

112 

Constitutional County 
Court. and Probate Court •• 

District Court ............ .. 
14.228 47,623 

40.298 
34,020 29.863 51.780 
35.363 25.899 49,762 

88% 
73% 

152% 
141% 

4.157 
9.464 

9% 
24% 

239 
249 Justice of the Peace Court •• 

Washington--Superior Court •••••• 
Municipal and Police Court •• 
District Court •••••••••••••• 

4.130 22,397 l8.744i 542 

New Jersey~-County Oi strict 
Court .................... . 

*Superior Court •••••••••••••• 7.364 35,494 175.782 181.752 29.52Y 103% 17% -5.970 -17% 2,387 

Note: States were included in this table only when at least 
one court specifically proVided data on the number of 
contracts. States were excluded from this table when 
the number of contracts could not be segregated from 
other civil actions in any of its courts. However. 
when one state court separated contr~~ts from other 
civil actions. and it was clear that other courts in 
that state had jurisdiction over civil actions with 
monetary damages that did not fall under the 
jurisdiction of a specific small claims structure, then 
the state was categorized as having incomplete state 
data. 

Blank spaces indicate that either the data were 
unavailable or less than 90% complete. or that the 
calCUlations were inappropriate. 

* " Thi s cOUrt does not use fi 1 i ng of a petiti on as the uni t 
of count. Check the state profile to identify the 
specific unit of count. 

iOata are incomplete: 
Washington--Superior Court--The court in Spokane did not 

report the number of contract cases for 1980. 
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TABLE 20: 
Small claims caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
State population. Courts reporting small claims caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and 
percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State and court title 

COMPLm STATE DATA 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Alabama--District Court ••••••••• 
Connecticut--Superior Court ••••• 
Guam--Superior Court •••••••••••• 
Hawaii--District Court •••••••••• 
Illinois--Circuit Court ••••••••• 

Iowa--Di strict Court .......... .. 
Kansas--District Court •••••••••• 
Kentucky--District Court •••••••• 
Maine--District Court ••••••••••• 

Missouri--Circuit Court ••••••••• 
New J ersey--County Di strict 

Court ....................... .. 
North Carolina--District Court •• 
Oklahoma--District Court ••••••••• 

Rhode Is1and--Oistrict Court .... 
South Oakota--Circuit Court ••••• 
Vermont--District Court ••••••••• 
Washington--District Court •••••• 

*District of Co1umbia--Superior 
Court ........................ . 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

California--STATE TOTAL ••••••••• 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••• 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••• 
Magistrate's Division ••••••• 

Minnesota--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• 
County Court ....... " ....... . 
Conciliation Court •••••••••• 

Nebraska--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••• 

Nevada--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••• 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••• 

North Dakota--STATE TOTAL ....... 
County Court with Increased 

Jurisdiction ............ .. 
County Justice Court •••••••• 

Ohio--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••• 

*New Hampshire--STATE TOTAL •••••• 
*District Court •••••••••••••• 
*Municipa1 Court ............ . 

State 
population 

As percent 
of filed 

Oi s- End 

Change in 
pending 

in Begin End 
thou sands ",pe;::!n:::d..:,;i n::.;;g,--...:..F...:..i l.:..:e:::d_--=-Di:..:s:c.p o:..:s:::e.:.d --"p::.:el'"".d:,:..i =n9 posed pending Number Percent 

3,890 
3,108 

62 
965 

11,418 

2,913 
2,363 
3,661 
1,125 

4,917 

7,364 
5,874 
3,025 

947 
690 
511 

4,130 

638 

23,669 

944 

4,077 

1,570 

799 

653 

10,797 

921 

33,297 

4,380 
468 

46,772 

91,861 
91,328 
2,909 
2,136 

183,036 

14,222 112,087 
15,045 
30,169 
20,197 

16,511 

8,315 44,873 
207,143 

58,300 85,298 

7,796 
16,432 

1,817 7,541 

1,792 

4,361 
2 

4,359 

17,426 
1,435 

15,991 

30,422 

19,617 

543,945 
35,511 

508,434 

14,323 
o 

14,323 

103,686 
55,878 
47,808 

15,605 
12,583 
3,022 

16,806 
16,416 

390 

6,923 

5,697 
1,226 

93.7Z9 
12,885 
80,844 

27,816 
27,030 

786 

94,270 

3,862 
1,775 

177 ,991 

111,912 

26,487 
17 ,509 

13,881 

46,458 
200,339 
86,415 

5,860 
13,960 
7,427 

19,004 

395,417 
27,549 

367,868 

13,950 
2 

13,948 

105,856 
56,334 
49,522 

80 

12,709 

6,629 

5,479 
1,150 

91,495 
12,338 
79,157 

30,888 

3,427 
829 

51,848 

103'l', 

133'l', 
83'l', 
97'l', 

14,397 lOot 

88'1, 
87% 

84'1, 

6,730 104'1, 
97'1, 

57,185 10lt 

75'1, 
85'l', 

1,931 !l8'l', 

2,405 

4,734 
o 

4,734 

19,660 
1,982 

17 ,678 

91$ 

73'l', 
78'l', 
72'l', 

97'1, 

91$ 

102'l', 
101$ 
104% 

loa 

96'l', 

96'l', 
94'1, 

98'l', 
96'1, 
98%. 

34'l', 

118'l', 
39'I, 
28'l', 

13%. 

15'l', 

67%. 

26%. 

12'l', 

33'1, 

33'1, 

2li 
15$ 
22'l', 

-2,409 

-953 
361 

5,076 

175 

(3,682) 
(2,688) 

(2,630) 

-1,585 
(6,804) 
-1,115 

(1,936) 
(2,472) 

114 

613 

(148,528) 
(7,962) 

(140,566) 

373 
-2 

375 

(-2,170) 
(-456) 

(-1,714) 

(-126) 

(294) 

(218) 
(76) 

2, 2~~4 
547 

1,687 

-7%. 

-22'l', 
77'1, 
11'l', 

1% 

-19'1, 

-2'l', 

34'l', 

9'I, 
-100'l', 

9'I, 

13'1, 
38$ 
11'£ 

Filed (dis
posed) per 
100,000 
population 

2,361 
2,938 
4,692 

221 
1,603 

3,848 
637 
824 

1,795 

336 

609 
3,526 
2,820 

823 
2,381 
1,476 

737 

3,075 

2,298 
150 

2,148 

1,517 

1,517 

2,543 
1,371 
1,173 

994 
802 
193 

2,103 
2,055 

49 

1,060 

872 
18B 

868 
119 
749 

3,020 
2,935 

85 

State 
population 

State and court title in Begin End 
thousands .s:.p::.:en""d:,:..i :.:,;ngl.--..:.F..:.i.!.:l e::.::d~~D!.:i s~p~os~e~d--'!p~en~d~i!!9.ng 

As percent 
of filed 

D1S- End 

Change 1n 
pending 

Flled (d1S
posed) per 
100,000 
population 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

Alaska--District Court •••••••••• 
Magistrate's Court •••••••••• 

Colorado--County Court •••••••••• 
Denver Superior Court ••••••• 

Delaware--Alderman's Court •••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court •• 

Indiana--Superior Court and 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••• 

County Court •••••••••••••••• 
Small Claims Court of Marion 

County ................... . 

Massachusetts--District Court 
Department •••••••••••••••• 

HOl/sing Court Department .... 
Boston Municipal Court 

Department •••••••••••••••• 
Michigan--Common Pleas Court of 

Detroit ••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••• 

New York--Oistrict Court and 

400 

2,889 

595 

5,490 

5,737 

9,258 

City Court •••••••••••••••• 17,557 
Town and Village Justice 

Court .................... . 
Civil Court of the City of 

New York ................ .. 

Oregon--District Court •••••••••• 2,633 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••• 

Pennsylvania--Philadelphia 
Municipal Court ••••••••••• 11,887 

District Justice Court •••••• 

Utah--Circuit Court ••••••••••••• 
Justice Court ••••••••••••••• 

Wisconsin--Circuit Court •••••••• 

1,461 

4,705 

8,386 

2,981 

75 

8,964 

13,036 

361 

40,192 
24,028 71 ,256 

1,979 

2,983 

9,426 1 01 ,424 
o 0 

45,276 

11,491 51,631 

3,977 50,955 

23,095 

68,933i 

Note: Blank spaces indicate that either the data were 
unavailable or less than 90$ complete, or that the 
calculations were inappropriate. 

* = These courts do not use the filing of a petition or 
complaint as the unit of count. Check the state profile 
to identify the unit of count. 

81 

posed pending 

7,316 

10,769 

356 

6,688 

5,248 

80 

82%. 

83% 

99% 

40,166 lOot 
67,176 28,108 94'1, 

1,924 64$ 

97,869 12,981 96'1, 
o 0 

45,175 

49,273 

48,608 

20,050 

67,473i 

13,849 

6,324 

100'1, 

95'1, 

95'1, 

87'1, 

98:ti 

75'1, 

40t 

22'1, 

39'I, 

13'I, 

27'l', 

12% 

Number Percent 

-1,698 

2,267 

5 

(26) 
4,080 

(1,059) 

3,555 

(l01) 

2,358 

2,347 

(3,045) 

(] ,460) i 

-20'1, 

76% 

7%. 

2,241 

451 

61 

732 
17'1, 1,298 

35 

52 

38$ 1,096 

21% 

59'I, 

258 

1,961 

429 

1,581 

l,465i 

iData are incomplete: 
Wisco~sin--Circuit Court--Al1 data were available for 

M11waukee County; however, only contested cases Were 
available for the rest of the state. 

~. , 
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f TABLE 21: 

Real property rights caseload for trial courts, 1980. I 
State population. Courts reporting real property rights caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Numberj 
and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. ! 

State and court title 

COMPI.ETE STATE DATA 

Exclusive court jUrisdiction: 

AlasKa--Superior Court •••••••• 
Connecticut--Superior Court '" 
Guam--Superior Court •••••••••• 
Illinois--Circuit Court ••••••• 

Kansas--District Court •••••••• 
Montana--District Court ••••••• 
Oklahoma--District Court •••••• 
Washington--Superior Court •••• 

*District of Co1umbia--Superior 
Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

~ot exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Colorado--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• 
District Court, Denver 
Superior Court and Denver 
Probate Court •••••.••••••• 
Water Court ••••••••••••••• 

Hawaii--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••• 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••• 
Land Court •••••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••• 

Maryland--STATE TOTAL ••••••••• 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••• 

Puerto Rico--STATE TOTAL •••••• 
Superior Court •••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••• 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

California--Superior Court •••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••• 
Justice Court ••••••••••••• 

De 1 awa re--Superi or Court •••••• 
Court of Common Pleas ••••• 

F1orida--Circuit Court •••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••• 

Massachusetts--Housing Court 
Department ••••••••••••••• 

Land Court Department ••••• 
District Court Department. 
Superior Court Department • 
Boston Municipal Court 

Department •••••••••••••• 
Michigan--Common Pleas Court 

of Detroit •••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••• 

Nebraska--County Court •••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••• 

'Nevada--Justi ce Court ••••••••• 
District Court .......... .. 

New York--Supreme Court and 
County Court ••••••••••••• 

Civil Court of the City of 
New York .............. .. 

District Court •••••••••••• 
Court of Claims ••••••••••• 
Town and Village Justice 

Court .................. . 

State 
population 

As percent Change in 

in Begin End 
of filed pending 

Di s- End 
thousands J:;pe:,:.n!;:d..!.-'i n:.:.og,--...:.F.!.il!!e!::d_-.::.;Di~s~po~s~e!:.d ~p::.!en!::dC!.i n!!.:l,.9 posed pending NUmber Percent 

400 
3,108 

62 
11,418 

2,363 
787 

3,025 
4,130 

638 

2,889 

965 

4,218 

3,207 

23,669 

559 

9,740 

5,737 

9,258 

1,570 

799 

17,557 

227 
749 5,772 
115 18 

1,138 581 

10,229 
566 

5,870 8,529 
8,730 

7,418 105,845 

4,017 

1,481. 
290 
10 

1,181 

6,816 
6,458 

358 

464 

14,533 

6,461 
25 

8,967 

6,741 
2,226 

1,402 
260 
104 

1,038 

327,002 
3,993 

323,009 

9,078 
8,491 

587 

2,507 

662 

15,644 

7,680 
8,857 

24,378 

691 

76,463 
313 

138 

7,034 

194 

106,839 

5.827 
80 

620 

7,268 
5,071 i 

107,930 

7,823 

5,378 
2,445 

1,147 
208 

41 
898 

3,888 

9,295 
8,685 

610 

1,246 

651 

14,363 

7,234 
18,527 

362 

36,935 
75,637 

291 

149 

309 

104,767 

82 

694 101t 
53 444% 

1,110 107t 

7,117 85t 

5,333 102t 

87t 

80t 
3,788 llot 

1,736 82t 
342 80t 

73 39t 
1,321 8n 

9n 

6,599 102t 
6,264 102t 

335 104t 

50t 

475 98t 

16,156 

7,287 
47 

·i'. 

92t 

82t 
76t 

52t 

99t 
93t 

108t 

159t 

98t 

12t 
294t 
191t 

83% 

5t 

170t 

124t 
132t 
70t 

12n 

73t 
74t 
57t 

72t 

182t 

107-
157-

-55 
-62 
-28 

1,247 

-2,085 

0,144) 

11,363) 
-229 

255 
52 
63 

140 

(l05) 

-217 
-194 
-23 

0,261) 

11 

0,281) 

-7t 
-54t 
-2t 

2lt 

-28t 

-6t 

17t 
18t 

630t 
12t 

-3t 
-3t 
-6t 

2% 

1,623 llt 
( 5,851) 

(329) 

826 13t 
22 88t 

(-115) 

(2,072) 

Filed (dis
posed) per 
100,000 
population 

57 
186 
29 
5 

433 
72 

282 
211 

16,590 

310 

233 
77 

145 
27 
11 

108 

7,753 
95 

7,658 

283 
265 

18 

11 

III 

161 

134 
154 
425 

12 

(399) 
826 

3 

9 

880 

609 

State 
population 

State and court title in Begin End 
thousands ",p,=.;en""d:.:..i :.:,;ngL-...:.F...:.i.!,!l e:!:d~~Oi!:5~p~os~e~d-Ep.!:.!en!!.!:d!li !!.ll.ng 

As percent 
of filed 

D15- End 

Change 1n 
_~ding 

Flled (d1S
posed) per 
100,000 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA (con't) 

North Dakota--District Court •• 
County Court wfth 

Increased Jurisdiction •• 

653 735 

Ohio--County Court •••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••• 
Court of Common Pleas ••••• 
Court of Claims •••••••• ; •• 

10,797 342 2,708 

Pennsylvania--Philadelphia 
Municipal Court ••••••••• 

Pittsburgh Ci ty 
Magistrates ••••••••••••• 

District Justice Court •••• 
Court of Common Pleas ••••• 

Tennessee--Circuit Court •••••• 
Law and Equity Court •••••• 
Chancery Court •••••••••••• 
General Sessions Court •••• 
Justice of the Peace Court. 

Texas--Countr Court at Law •••• 
District Court •••••••••••• 

Utah--District Court •••••••••• 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••• 

Virginia--Circuit Coul't ....... 
District Court •••••••••••• 

*New Hampshire--District Court • 
Municipal Court ••••••••••• 
Superior Court •••••••••••• 

New Jersey--County District 
Court .......... " ...... . 

*Superior Court •••••••••••• 

11,887 

4,591 

14,228 

1,461 

5,346 

921 

7,364 

16,504 55,401 

1,212 18,683 

2,174 

1,139 

795 
99 

1,929 

908 

179 

1,075 

2,115 
10 

7,942 114,413 

Note: Blank spaces indicate that either the data were 
unavailable or less than 90t complete or that the 
calculations were inappropriate. ' 

* = These courts do not use fl1(ng of a petition or complaint 
as the u~it of count. Chec~ the state profile to identify 
the speC1 fic unit of CO\",t. 

83 

775 

2,542 
54,425 

18,686 

676 

1,015 

117,452 

posed pending 

105% 

508 94t 
17,480 gat 

1,009 lOa 

1,371 

94t 

4,903 103t 

19t 
32t 

5t 

4t 

fOata are incomplete: 

Number Percent population 

(-40) 

166 
976 

-203 

232 

(60) 

-3,039 

49t 
6t 

-17t 

-38t 

113 

25 
513 

157 

18 

17 
2 

42 

6 

12 

20 

230 
1 

1,554 

Washington--Superior Court--Oata were unavailable from 
Spokane. 
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TABLE 22: 
Domestic relations caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
State population. Courts reporting domestic relations caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. 
Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State 
population 

State and court title in Segin End 
thou sand SLoP.;.;!.' n"",d,-,-i ,""n 9,,--_F;...i:..;1.;;;.e.;:.d __ O:..,;i",s",,-po;:,:s:.::· e..::;d __ ,pe nd i n9 

COMPLETE STATE TOTALS 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Alabama--Circuit Court •••••••• 
Alaska--Superior Court •.•••.•• 
California--Superior Court •••• 
Florida--Circuit Court •••••••• 

Guam--Superior Court •••••••••• 
Hawaii--Circuit Court ••••••••• 
Idaho--DISTRICT COURT TOTAL ••• 

District Division ••••••••• 
Magistrate's Division ••••• 

Illinois--Circuit Court ••••••• 
Iowa--District Court •••••••••• 
Kan5ls--District Court •••••••• 
Kentucky--Circuit Court ••••••• 

Maryland--Circuit Court ••••••• 
Montana--District Court .•••••• 
North Carolina--District Court. 
North Dakota--District Court •• 

Ohio--Court of Common Pleas '" 
Oklahoma--District Court •••••• 
Pennsylvania--Court of Common 

Pleas .................... . 

South Dakota--Circuit Court ••• 
Utah--District Court •••••••••• 
Washington--Superior Court •••• 
West Virginia--Circuit Court •• 
Wisconsin--Circuit Court •••••• 

*District of Columbia--Superior 
Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Arkansas--STATE TOTAL ••••••••• 
Chancery and Probate Court. 
County Court ............. . 

3,890 
400 

23,669 
9,740 

62 
965 
944 

11 ,418 
2,913 
2,363 
3,661 

4,218 
787 

5,874 
653 

10,797 
3,025 

11,887 

690 
1,461 
4,130 
1,950 
4,705 

638 

2,286 

Colorado--STATE COURT •.••••••• 2,889 
District Court and Denver 

Juvenile Court .••••••••• 

Connecticut--STATE TOTAL •••••• 
Superior Court •••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••• 

Delaware--STATE TOTAL ••••••••• 
Superior Court •••••••••••• 
Family Court •••••••••••••• 

Oregon--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••• 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••• 

Puerto Rico--STATE TOTAL •••••• 
Superior Court •••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••• 

3,lGS 

595 

2,633 

3,207 

14,550 

1,154. 
11. 906J 
8;112 
1,597 
6,515 

65,710 

9,433i 

4,126 

26,751 i 
27,174 

33,632 

322 

9,077 

12,064 

181 

13,164i 

13,255 
12,913 

342 

Texas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••• 14,228 110,389 
District Court •••••••••••• 109,412 
County Court at Law....... 977 

Vermont--STATE TOTAL ••.••••••• 
Superior Court •••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••• 

511 3,134 
2,860 

104 
170 

47,! 76 
6,021 

175,675 
80,748 

1,084. 
14,487J 
14,251 
1,413 

12,838 

112,766 
1,051 

28,012 
37,427 

46,423 
9,096 

59,858 
3,136 

97,142 
43,848 

132,226 

4,034 
11,449 
48,774 
1,193 

38,828 

8,597 

31,741 
30,113 
1,628 

49,247 

49,247 

20,254 
17,384 
2,870 

15,690 
309 

15,381 

29,300 
29,292 

8 

35,401 
32,244 
3,157 

179,814 
177 ,594 

2,220 

5,409 
3,341 

853 
1,215 

47,223 

145,517 
76.508 

523 
13,68oj 
13,576 
1,642 

11,934 

120,083. 
977' 

25,604i 
35,630 

45,514 
8,243 

56,883 
4,940 

96,060 
40,125 

123,802 

34,341 i 
1,166 

31,465 

8,924 

32,093i 

46,216 

46,216 

18,003 

282 

26,127 i 

34,827 
31,713 
3,114 

165,949 
164,082 

1,867 

5,485 
3,473 

777 
1,235 

84 

14,503 

1,715. 
13,95OJ 
8,787 
1,368 
7,419 

56,779 

9,685i 

4,979 

27,749i 
30,897 

43,881 

349 

8,750 

14,444i 

11,445 

208 

14,140i 

13,829 
13,444 

385 

124,254 
122,924 

1,330 

3,058 
2.728 

180 
150 

As percent 
of filed 

Change ,n 
pending 

0, s- End 
posed pending Number Percent 

F,led (d,s
posed) per 
100,000 
populati'on 

10O't 

83% 
95% 

48% 
94%j 
95% 

116% 
93% 

106% 

98:t 
9a 
95% 

158% 

99% 
92% 

94% 

98% 
81't 

104% 

94% 

94% 

104% 

9a 

98% 
98:t 
99% 

92" 
92" 
84" 

10]'t 
104% 
9a 

102% 

3a 

158:t 
96<W 
62% 
97% 
58% 

50% 

95% 

55% 

7O't 

33~ 

29% 

-47 

(30,158) 
(4,240) 

561 
2,04~ 

675 
-229 

904 

-8.931 

252i 
(1.797) 

(909) 
853 

(2,975) 
(-1.804) 

(1,082) 
3,723 

10,249 

27 
(7,363) 

102% -327 

(-3,600)i 

(3,031 ) 

(3,031) 

66% -619 

67" 27 

976i 

39% 574 
42" 531 
121; 43 

69" 13,865 
69% 13,512 
6O't 353 

57% -76 
82% -132 
21,:\ 76 
12't -20 

49%. 
17"J 

8:t 
-14% 

14% 

-14% 

3%i 

21't 

14" 

3a 

8% 

-It 

-5" 

15% 

4% 
4% 

13% 

llt 
12'; 
36~ 

-2" -5" 
73" 

-12'1. 

1,213 
1,505 

742 
829 

1. 748. 
l,501J 
1,510 

150 
1,360 

988 
36 

1,185 
1,022 

1,101 
1,156 
1,019 

480 

900 
1,450 

1, 112 

585 
784 

1,181 
61 

B25 

1,347 

1,388 
1,317 

71 

1,705 

1,705 

652 
559 

92. 

2,637 
52 

2,585 

1,113 
1,112 

1 

1,104 
1,005 

98 

1,264 
1,248 

16 

1,059 
654 
167 
238 

State 
population 

State and court title in Begin End 
thousands ... p.;:.en;;..:d:..:.i;:..ng,,-~Fi:...:l~e.::.d __ D~i~s:.t!.p~os!.!:e~d_~pe:!n~d2.;i n!.'.ll.g 

As percent 
of filed 

D1S- End 

Change 1n 
pending 

Flled (d,s
posed) per 
100,000 
population 

COMPLETE STATE TOTALS (con't) 

Virginia--STATE TOTAL ••••••••• 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••• 

New Jersey--STATE TOTAL ••••••• 
*Superior Court (Chancery 

Division) ••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile and Domestic 

Relations Court •••••••••• 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

Arizona--Superior Court ••••••• 
Georgia--Superior Court ••••••• 
Indiana--Superior Court and 

Circuit Court •••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••• 

Maine--Superior Court ••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••• 

Massachusetts--Probate and 
Family Court Department ••••• 

Superior Court Department. 
District Court Department. 
Boston MuniCipal Court 

Department •••••••••••••• 

Michigan--Circuit Court ••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••• 

Minnesota--County Court ••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••• 

5,346 

7,364 

2,718 
5,464 

5,490 

1,125 

5,737 

9,258 

4,077 

Nebraska--District Court •••••• 1,570 
County Court •••••••••••••• 
Separate Juvenile Court '" 

14,709i 

7,272 i 

7,437 

24,223~ 
44,222' 

55,798 

1,787 

52,165 

4,643i 

New York--Supreme Court ••••••• 17,557 3,868 
Family Court •••••••••••••• 35,357 
Surrogate's Court ••••••••• 

Rhode Island--Fami1y Court •••• 947 
Probate Court ••••••••••••• 

Tennessee--Circuit Court •••••• 4,591 
Law and Equity Court •••••• 
Chancery Court •••••••••••• 
General SeSSions Court •••• 
Justice of the Peace Court. 

*New Hampshire--Superior Court. 921 
*Probate Court ••••••••••••• 
*District Court •••••••••••• 

97,257 
34,047 
63,210 

107,212 

27,079 

80,133 

45,818i 
59,408i 

78,969 

2,525 

33,385 

4,457 

225 

129,598 

23,923 

17,613i 
1,180 

9,715 
279,836 

5,392 

29,142 
2,737 

20,124 

2,663 

Note: All available data that are at least 9O't complete are 
entered in the table. Blank spaces indicate that 
either the data were unavailable or less than 9O't 
complete, or that the calCUlations were inappropriate. 

* = These courts do not use filing of a petition or complaint 
as the unit of count. Cher.k the state profile to identify 
the specific unit of count. 

iData are incomplete: 
Arizona--Superior Court--Data do not include adoption 

cases from Maricopa County. 
Arkansas--Chancery and Probate Court--Qisposed and pending 

totals do not include adoption cases which represent 
less than 6% of the filings. 

Georgia--Superior Court--Data were unavailable from Cobb 
County. 

Iowa--Di strict Court--Di sposi ti ons do not i nc1 ude "family 
in need of assistance" cases, which represent 
approximately 5% of the filings. 

Kansas--District Court--Pending and disposed figures do 
not include adoption cases. 

85,878 
31,610 
54,26B 

109,491 i 

28,643i 

80,848 

45,021 i 
54,608i 

75,164 

2,031 

2,302 

225 

123,682 

22,323 

15,496i 
1,196 

10,320 
268,52B 

3,039 

13,438i 

12,377i 

5,655i 

6,722 

25,0201 
42,839' 

59,603 

2,281 

58,081 

6,651 i 

3,263 
46,020 

posed pending 

88% 
93% 
86'1. 

loa 

80% 

52" 

100% 

95% 

9lt 

88:t i 
loa 

106% 
96" 

9~ 

45% 

34% 
16% 

Number Percent 

(11,379) 
(2,437) 
(8,942) 

-2,332i 

-1,617 i 

-715 

797 i 
-1,383i 

3,805 

494 

(2,155) 

(0) 

5,916 

(1,600) 

(2,117)i 
( -16) 

-605 
10,663 

7% 

28% 

11% 

-16% 
3O't 

1,819 
637 

1,182 

1,456 

368 

1,088 

1 ,686~ 
1,0871 

1,438 

224 

582 

78 

4 

1,400 

587 

l,122i 
75 

55 
1,594 

(17) 

569 

635 
60 

438 

(1,459)i 
289 

Mi~neso~a--County Court--Pending data do not include 
term, nation of parental rights cases" that represent 2% 

of the fi 1 i ngs. 
Nebraska--District Court--Data were unavailable from 

Webster and Valley Counties 

85 

New Hampshir~--Superior Court:-2,009 civil cases could not 
be identif,ed by case type. 

New JerseY--Superior Court--Pending and disposed figures 
do not include contested adoption cases Which represent 
1ess than 1% of the filings. 

Oh,o--Court of Common P1eas--Pending data were not reported 
for adoptions or birth records Which represent slightly 
less than 1O't of the filings. 

Oregon--Circuit Court--Pending and disposition figures do 
not include adoption cases which represent 7% of the 
fili n9S. 

Washington--Superior Court--Incomplete disposition data 
were reported for Spokane. 

jExplanation of data included in the category' 
Hawaii--Circuit Court--Domestic relations'includes 

mental health cases. 

~ 
\ 
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!:~ TABLE 23: 

I 
::1 Estate caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
"! State population. Courts reporting estate caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 

~ change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

, ~ State As percent Change 1n F11ed (dis-
population of filed ~endinll posed) per 

State and court title in Begin End 01S- End 100,000 
thousands 2endinll Filed Dis~osed 2endinll ~osed 2endinll Number Percent 2°2u1ation 

COMPLETE STATE DATA 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

A1aska--Superior Court •••••••• 400 855 214 
Arizona--Superior Court ••••••• 2,718 25,489 8,281 6,950 26,820 84':; 324':; 1,331 5':; 305 
Arkansas-.. Chancery and Probate 

Court ....................... 2,286 7,649 335 
Ca1ifornia--Superior Court •••• 23,669 64,256 60,944 95':; (3,312) 272 
Connecticut--Probate Court •••• 3,108 43,770 1,408 

Delaware--Court of Chancery ••• 595 6,829 2,326 2,335 6,820 100':; 293':; -9 -1':; 391 
F10rida--Circuit Court •••••••• 9,740 46,617 41,914 90% (4,703) 479 
Guam--Superior Court •••••••••• 62 1,077 173 47 1,203 27'L 695% 126 12% 279 
Hawaii--Circuit Court ••••••••• 965 7,732 1,960 1,999 7,693 102% 392% -39 -1% 203 

Idaho--District Court Total ••• 944 4,616 3,973 3,928 4,661 99% 117% 45 1% 421 
District Court Division ••• 11 6 4 13 67% 217% 2 18% 1 
Magistrate's Division ••••• 4,605 3,967 3,924 4,648 991; 117'L 43 1% 420 

I11inois--Circuit Court ••••••• 11,41 B 86,933 34,591 35,512 100,677 103% 291% 13,744 16% 303 
Iowa--District Court •••••••••• 2,913 23,452 21,846 93% (1,606) 805 

Kansas--District Court •••••••• 
Massachusetts--Probate and 

2,363 12,836 10,170, 791; (2,666) 543 

Family Court Department ••••• 5,737 57,733 1,006 
Missouri--Circuit Court ••••••• 4,917 12,130 11,890 98% (240) 247 
Montana--District Court ••••••• 787 5,527 3,515 2,547 6,495 72% 185% 968 18% 447 
Nebraska--County Court •••••••• 1,570 10,390 14,663 141% ( -4,273) 662 

North Caro1ina--Superior Court. 5,874 47,957. 34,670 32,093 50,534. 93% 146% 2,577 5% 590 
Ohio--Court of Common Pleas ••• 10,797 79,7361 78,743 74,859 83,7041 95% (3,884) 729 
Ok1ahoma--District Court •••••• 3,025 17,848 14,159 11 ,769 19,788 83':; 140':; 1,940 11% 468 
Pennsy1vania--Court of Common 

-20 -1% 165 Pleas ....................... 11,887 1,469 19,574 19,702 1,449 101% 7'L 
South Dakota--Circuit Court ••• 690 4,223 612 

Utah--District Court •••••••••• 1,461 3,650 2,599 m. 11,051). 250 
Vermont--Probate Court •••••••• 511 11,001 i 2,699 2,168 l1,532i 80':; 5311 528 
Washington--Superior Court •••• 4,130 14,189 344 
Wisconsin--Circuit Court •••••• 4,705 42,194 31,679 75':; (10,515) 897 
Wyoming--District Co~rt ••••••• 471 2,139 454 

*District of Co1umbia--Superior 
Court ....................... 638 3,619 3,188 2,156 4,651 68% 146':; 1,032 291; 500 

*New Hampshire--Probate Court •• 921 13,210 1,434 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Co10rado--STATE TOTAL ••••••••• 2,889 7,705 6,804 88% (901 ) 267 
District Court and Denver 

Probate Court ••••••••••• 2,889 7,705 6,804 88% (90l) 267 
Indiana--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• 5,490 77,470 27,331 25,928 78,873 95% 289% 1,403 2% 498 

Superior Court and Circuit 
22,195 20,621 68,087 93':; 307% 1,574 2':; 404 Court ••••••••••••••••••• 66,513 

Probate Court ••••••••••••• 10,957 5,136 5,307 10,786 103% 210% -171 -2% 94 
North Dakota--STATE TOTAL ••••• 653 3,321 2,818 85% (503) 509 

District Court •••••••••••• 49 17 35':; (32) 8 
County Court with Increased 

1,819 1,538 85% (281) 279 Jurisdiction ••••••••••••• 
County Probate Court •••••• 3,803 1,453 1,263 3,993 87'L 275% 190 5':; 223 

Oregon--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••• 2,633 15,490 6,807 6,303 15,994 93% 235% 504 3% 259 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••• 15,023 6,584 6,104 15,503 93% 235% 480 3':; 250 
District Court •••••••••••• 84 53 50 87 94% 164':; 3 4':; 2 
County Court •••••••••••••• 383 170 149 404 88% 238% 21 5',1; 6 

Minnesota--STATE TOTAL* ••••••• 4,077 24,004 15,959 14,822 21,709 93% 136',1; -2,295 -10':; 392 
County Court* ••••••••••••• 15,028 10,672 10,867 13,362 102',1; 125% -1,666 -11% 262 
District Court* ••••••••••• 490 278 368 395 132% 142% -95 -19'.t 7 
Probate Court* •••••••••••• 8,486 5,009 3,587 7,952 72% 1591; -534 -6',1; 123 

86 

State 

State and court title 
population 

in 8egin 
thousands ~ending Filed 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

KentuckY--District Court •••••• 3,661 26,711 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••• 

Maryland--Circuit Court ••••••• 4,218 700 
Orphan's Court •••••••••••• 

New York--Fami1y Court •••••••• 17,557 296 619 
Surrogates' Court ••••••••• 

Tennessee--Law and Equity 
Court ....................... 4,591 196 

Chancery Court •••••••••••• 1,910 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••• 105 
Probate Court ••••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••• 

Texas--County Court at Law, 
Constitutional County 

Court, and Probate Court. 14,228 63,269 
District Court •••••••••••• 

New uersey--$uperior Court* ••• 
Surrogate's Court ••••••••• 

7,364 903 

Note: Blank spaces indicate that either the data were 
unavailable or less than 90',1; complete, or that the 
calculations Were inappropriate. 

* = These courts do not use the filing of a petition or 
complaint as the unit of count. Check the state profile to 
identify the specific unit of count. 

As percent Change in flled (dis-
of filed ~endinll posed) per End Dis- End 100,000 Disposed pending eased ~endinll Number Percent 2o~u1 ati on 

20,748 78',1; (5,963) 730 

676 97',1; (24) 17 

665 250 107% 40':; -46 -16% 4 

4 
42 
2 

445 

12 

iData are incomplete: 
Ohio--Court of Common P1eas--Pending data were not 

available for "minor's settlements" wnich represent 2',1; of 
the fil i ngs. 

Vermont--Probate Court--Pending data do not include 
hearings for cases commenced prior to January 1, 1970. 
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TABLE 24: 
Mental health caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
State population.. Courts .rep0f!ing mental health caseload Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and 
percent change m pendmg. Filed per 100,000 population. 

state 
population 

As percent 
of filed 

State and court title in Begin End 01S- End 
thousands .t::pe::!:n~d.!..!i n,!;l9L.-.!.F.!.i1!,;:e:!:!d_~D:!..!ic=s~po~s~e~d _JP~e~nd~i.!.!nl!.g posed pending 

COMPLETE STATE DATA 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Alaska--Superior Court •••••••• 
Arizona--Superior Court ••••••• 
Arkansas--Chancery and Probate 

Court ...................... . 
California--Superior Court •••• 
Del aware--Superi or Court ...... 

Florida--Circuit Court •••••••• 
Illinois--Circuit Court ••••••• 
Kansas--District Court •••••••• 
Kentucky--Circuit Court ••••••• 
Maine--District Court ••••••••• 
Montana--District Court ••••••• 

New Hampshire--Probate Court •• 
Ohio--Court of Common Pleas ••• 
Oklahoma--District Court •••••• 
Pennsylvania--Court of Common 

Pleas ...................... . 

South Dakota--Circuit Court ••• 
Utah--District Court •••••••••• 
Washington--Superior Court .... 
West Virgini~--Circuit Court •• 

*District of Columbia--Superior 
Court ...................... . 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Colorado--STATE TOTAL ••••••••• 
District Court, Denver . 

Probate Court and Denver 
Juvenile Court •••••••••• 

Connecticut--STATE TOTAL •••••• 
Superior Court •••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••• 

Massachusetts--STATE TDTAl •••• 
District Court Department. 
Boston Municipal Court 

Department ............. . 
Oregon--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••• 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••• 

Vermont--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• 
District Court •••••••••••• 
Probate Court ••••••••••••• 

400 
2,718 

2,286 
23,669 

595 

9,740 
11,418 
2,363 
3,661 
1,125 

787 

921 
10,797 

3,025 

11 ,8B7 

690 
1,461 
4,130 
1,950 

638 

2,889 

2,889 
3,108 

5,737 

2,633 

*Minnesota--STATE TOTAL •••••••• 4,077 
County Court* ••••••••••••• 
Probate Court* •••••••••••• 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

Ilew York--Family Court ........ 17,557 
North Dakota--County Court with 

Increased Jurisdiction •• 653 
County Justice Court •••••• 

Tennessee--Circuit Court •••••• 4,591 
C~ance~ Court •••••••••••• 
Law and Equity Court •••••• 
County Court ............ .. 
Probate Court ••••••••••••• 

135 

1,916 

235 

918 

300 

408 

118 

1,280 

./ ,280 

74 

264 
133 
131 

692 
245 
447 

o 

200 

1,303 
3,579 

644 

14,440 
9,167 
2,983. 
2,367J 

899 
506 

156 
9,052 
2,515 

9,384 

599 
819 

5,720 
2,495 

910 

3,178 

3,178 
1,755 

227 
1,528 

2,537 
2,514 

23 
3,596 
3,593 

3 
1,026 

463 
563 

2,197 
1,551 

646 

31 

816 

344 
393 

37 

1,009 

3,628 
654 

13,907 
9,340 

2,183j 
897 
497 

9,162 
2,539 

9,896 

958 

2,335 

906 

3,163 

3,163 

238 

2,323 
2,300 

23 

1,000 
427 
573 

1,947 
1,187 

760 

27 

816 
63 

125 

1,742 

244 

894 

107 

568 

122 

1,295 

1,2!!5 

63 

290 
169 
121 

loa 
102% 

96% 
102% 

92%j 
100% 
9m 

loa 
loa 

105% 

117% 

94% 

10O:t 

100% 

100% 

105% 

92% 
91~ 

10O:t 

97% 
92'.t 

102% 

635 89% 
294 77% 
341 11m 

3 87% 

10O:t 

19% 

19% 

4m 

36% 

a 

23% 

13% 

4U 

2m 

28% 
37% 
2a 
29% 
19% 
53% 

10% 

Change in 
pending 

Number Percent 

(-49) 
-10 

(533) 
-174 

(l84)j 
(2) 

9 

(-110) 
-24 

-193 

(-139) 

160 

4 

15 

15 

-11 

(214) 
(214) 

(0) 

26 
36 

-10 

-57 
49 

-106 

3 

o 

-7'1. 

4% 

-3% 

-64% 

39% 

3% 

U 

-15% 

10% 
27% 
-m 

-8% 
20% 

-24% 

flled (dIs
posed) per 
100,000 
population 

50 
(37) 

57 
15 

108 

148 
80 

126 
6sj 
80 
64 

17 
84 
83 

79 

87 
56 

139 
128 

143 

110 

110 
56 
7 

49 

44 
44 

1 
137 
137 

1 
201 

91 
110 

54 
38 
16 

125 
(l0) 

7 
9 
1 

Note: Blank spaces indicate that either the data were 
unavailable or le5s than 90% complete, or that the 
calculations were inappropriate. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Kentucky--Circuit Court--Figures include competency 

hearings. 

* = These courts do not use the filing of a petition or 
complaint as the unit of count. Check the state profile to 
identify the specific unit of count. 
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TABLE 25: 
Civil appeals caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
State population. Courts reporting civil appeals caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and 
percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State 
population 

As percent 
of filed 

State and court title in Begin End 01 s- End 
thousands ..t::pe;:,!n!,!!d.!..!i n,!;lgL.-.!.F.!.i l!,;:e~d_-!::..D i!.!s~po~s!.!:e~d_--lp~e:.!.!n~di!.!!n!!!.g posed pending 

COMPLETE STATE TOTALS 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Delaware--Superior Courta •••• 
Kansas--Oistrict Courta •••••• 
Kentucky--Circuit Courta ••••• 

Maryland--Circuit Courta ••••• 
North Dakota--District Courta• 
Vermont--Superior Courta ••••• 

Florida--Circuit Courtb •••••• 
Utah--District Courtb •••••••• 
Virginia--Circuit Courtb •••• 
Washington--Superior Courtb ., 

595 
2,363 
3,661 

4,218 
653 
511 

9,740 
1,461 
5,346 
4,130 

385 

37gj 

I11inois--Circuit CourtC ..... 11,418 147,172 

*District of Columbia--Superior 
CourtC .................... . 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Co1orado--STATE TOTAL a ••••••• 
District Court and Denver 

Superior Courta •••••••• 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAla •••••• 
Circuit Courta ••••••••••• 
law and Equity Courta •••• 
Chancery Courta •••••••••• 

638 

2,889 

4,591 

Hawaii--STATE TOTAlc ••••••••• 965 
District CourtC •••••••••• 
Tax Appeal CourtC •••••••• 

Ohio--STATE TOTALc ........... 10,797 
Court of Common P1easc ••• 
Court of C1aimsc ••••••••• 

Ok1ahoma--STATE TOTALc ••••••• 3,025 
District CourtC •••••••••• 
Court of Tax ReviewC ••••• 

*Workers' Compensation 
CourtC ••••••••••••••••• 

INCOMPLETE STATE TOTALS 

A1aska--Superior Courta •••••• 
Ca 1i forn! a--Superi or Courta .. 
Idaho--Distrlct Courta ••••••• 
Maine--Superior Courta ••••••• 

Administrative CourtC •••• 

Massachusetts--Boston Municipal 
Court Departmentb •••••••••• 

Superi or Coubt 
Department •••••••••••• 

District Coubt 
Department •••••••••••• 

Michigan--Circuit Courta ••••• 
Court of C1aimsc ••••••••• 

Montana--District Courta ••••• 

400 
23,669 

944 
1,125 

5,737 

9,258 

787 

316 

285 
258 

27 

4,462 
2,966 
1,496 

543 
o 

248J 
182 

967 

269 
234 

1,173 

3,337 
238. 
285J 

977 
130 

2,686 
1,946 

117,900 

210 

576 

576 

11,969 
8,341 

325 
3,303 

37 
3 

34 

5,260 
2,789 
2,471 

1,247 
5 

163 
12,366 

36JJ 
213 
330 

25 

69 
1,367 

142 

312 

1,089 

2,991 
205. 
318J 

560 
90 

1,882. 
8091 

136,261 

88 

540 

540 

23 
2 

21 

4,984 
2,610 
2,374 

18,800 
994 

5 

17,801 

11,355 
32sj 
240 
258 

10 

54 
1,152 

89 

343 

105,411 

438 

116% 

93% 

90% 
86'1.. 

112%J 

57% 
69'); 
70'1. 

116% 

42% 

94% 

94'1. 

299 62% 
259 67'); 

40 62% 

4,738 95% 
3,145 94% 
1,593 96% 

796 8O:t 
o 100'1. 

28sj 
155 

1,182 

4O:t 

78% 
84% 

128'1. 

89% 

209% 

808% 

118% 

90'); 
113% 

64% 

64% 

79:r;j 
73% 

86'1. 

Change In 
pending 

Number Percent 

Filed (dis
posed) per 
100,000 
population 

-42 

(84) 

(346) 
(33). 
-33J 

(417l 
(40) 

(804) 

-41,761 

122 

(36) 

(36) 

14 
1 

13 

276 
179 

97 

253 

-11'1. 

-28'.t 

39% 

5'); 
1% 

48'.t 

6'); 
6% 
6% 

47% 

45 
10 
32 

79 
36. 
56J 

10 
9 

50 
4'1 

1,033 

33 

20 

20 

261 
182 

7 
72 

4 
1 
4 

49 
26 
23 

(621) 
41 
1 

(589) 

41 
(1,011) 52 

38j 15'.tj 3aj 
-27 -15'.t 19 

(72) 29 

(15) 

(15) 
215 22'); 

1 
15 

18 

(continu~tj on next page) 
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TABLE 25: . d) 
Civil appeals caseload for trial courts, 1980. (contmue 

State 
population 

Begin State and court title in 
thousands ~ending Filed 

INCOMPLETE STATE TOTALS (con't) 

Nebraska--Workmens Compensation 
612 CourtC ••••••••••••••••••••• 1,570 159 

District Courta •••••••••• 
New York--Supreme Court and 

County Courta •••••••••••••• 17,557 9,135 
Court of C1aimsc ••••••••• 

Oregon--Tax CourtC ••••••••••• 2,633 
Circuit Courta ••••••••••• 

102 118 

Puerto Rico--Superior Courta • 3,207 
9 District CourtC •••••••••• 4 

Texas--District Courta ••••••• 14,228 74,243 43,454 
Consti tuti ona'l County 

Courtb ••••••••••••••••• 
2,486 County Court at Lawb ••••• 2,869 

West Virginia--Circuit Courta• 1,950 106 2,400 

Note: Blank spaces indicate that either the data were 
unavailable or less than 90% complete, or that the 
calculations were inappropriate. 

* = These courts do not use the filing of a petition oro . 
complaint as the unit of count. Ch~ck the state prof11e 
to identify the specific unit of count. 

a = Trial courts that have appellate ju:i~diction over . 
judgments of other courts and adm1n1strative agenc1es. 
Courts with this footnote under incomplete state data 
may have reported either appeals from other courts' 
judgments or administrative agencies, but not both. 

b = Trial court~ that have appellate jurisdiction over only 
the judgments of other courts. 

F11ed (dis-:a:s percent CFiange 1n 
of filed ~endin9 posed) per 

End 01S- End 100,000 
Dis~osed pending ~osed pending Number Percent popu1 ati on 

572 199 93% 33% 40 25% 

7,173 79% 11,962) 

95 125 81% 106% 23 23% 

5 8 56% 89% 4 100% 
57% 214% 18,881 25% 24,573 93,124 

90 

1,759 3,596 71% 145% 727 25% 
8% 83 78% 2,317 189 97% 

c = Trial courts that have appellate jurisd1ction over only 
the decisions of administrative agenc1es. 

iData are incomplete: . 
Washington--Superior Court--Data were unava11able from 

Spokane. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Idaho--District Court--Data include some juvenile 

appeals. ill 
Vermont--Superior Court--Data include crim na appea s 

as well as some habeas corpus and postconviction 
remedy cases. 
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TABLE 26: Civil iury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1980. 

Variations in court organization and subject 
matter jurisdiction: 

Su~ject matter jurisdictions are visually 
quite apparent in Tables 26 and 37, where the "+" 
symbols under the heading "Case type" indicate 
what case types were reported for each piece of 
trial data. These breakdowns were made to 
facilitate comparative analYSis among courts and 
case tYpes. Both general jurisdiction and 
limited jurisdiction courts are included. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classifications and 
defi nHi ons: 

Both the case categories and the data 
classified in each case category vary from state 
to state. The categories "law" and "equity" have 
been added to the CSIM case types on Table 26 in 
order to accommod~te those states that have 
reported trial data for cases they classify as 
"1 aw" and "equity." Over1 ap exi sts between these 
categories and the CSIM case types, which focus 
on subject-matter rather than on the remeay 
sought. 

Variations in counting both cases and trials: 

Each of these tables has numerical 
sUperscripts by each court name, indicating how 
that court counts cases. Case10ad cannot be 
compared among courts that do not count cases in 
the same way. 

The definitions used by each court to count 
trials are indicated in the third colUmn in 
Tables 26 and 37, the second column in Table 41. 
Comparisons can be made between courts that count 
trials in the same way. 

I' ;\ 

91 

Appropriate analyses: 

All percentage calculations that were less 
than 1% but greater than 0% have been rounded up 
to 1%. A1J percentage calculations that were 
less than 0% but greater than -1% have been 
rounded down to -1%. 

Trials as a ~ercent of dispositions. 
DiViding the num er of trials conducted by the 
total number of cases disposed of for the 
appropriate case type results in the trial rate 
for that case type for the court. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons on these tables must be 
restricted to the court level, and must be 
controlled for case type, unit of count, and 
trial definitions. State totals have not been 
computed in order to avoid any temptation to 
compare "apples and oranges." 

Care should also be taken to compare only 
those courts that share similar rules regarding 
the availability of jury trials. For example, 
some states make it more difficult for a criminal 
defendant to waive a jury trial than other 
states. Similarly, in some states both parties 
to civil litigation must agree to a jury trial, 
while in other states one of the parties can 
demand a jury trial. 

, 
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TABLE 26: 
Civil jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1980. 
State and court. Civil case types. Jury trial definition. Dispositions per case type, number of trials, trials as a percent of 
dispositions, number of jury trials, jury triaYs as a percent of dispositions and of trials. 

Case type for which trial dah given 

Steta and co~rt title 
I i 
..J '" 

Alaske: 
SuperIor Court l ........ - + + + 
DistrIct Court l ......... - + + 

Arizona: 
Suparlor Court." ...... + 
Justl C,05 ct fnt.' Dt~;:9,:. -

Ca II fOl'n I,,: 
SlIpe~ror cour;1 " ........ - + 
Justlc\\. Co~rtl •••• t,' •••• -

Munl cl r.al Cou!"";-1 ••••••• -

Col1nec-t', CUT: 

Supf;rlor Court1 ••••••• u + 

De I a~!~sr"e: 
Superi Vf'" Court1 •••••••• + 

District of Columble: 
Superior Court2 ........ + 

Florlde: 
Circuit Courtl ......... -
County Court i .......... + 

Georgia: 
Superior courtl ........ -

H<lwall : 
Circuit Court l ......... - + 

DIstrIct Court I ........ - + 

Idaho: 
District COurtl ........ - + 

Maglstr"te1s DI'dslon l • - + 

I Illnols: 
CIrcuit COurtl ......... + 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ + 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

~ 

i Juryl Number of 
trl41 dlsposl-

~ ! ~ detlnl- tlons per 
:I : ~ tlon casa type 

+ + A 

+ A 
A 

3,226 
3,284 
7,316 

+ + + B 74,017 1 

47,750 1 

+ + + + + C 

+ + 

+ 
+ 

+ + 

+ 

+ + 

+ 
-; -

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

B 
+ B 

F 
+ F 

C 
C 

C 

A 
A 
A 

A 

+ C 
C 

A 
+ A 

C 
C 
C 
C 

+ C 
G 
G 

G 
G 

+ G 

F 
f 
F 
F 
F 

+ f 
F 

F 
F 
F 

+ F 

92 

414,093 
27,549 
12,559 

367,868 
326,943 

45,731 
17,795J 

2,537 

5,718 
19,004 

906 
88 

210,357 
201,033 

1,053 
1,446 

208 
13,680 
3,555 

683 
8,410 
1,775 

898 
126 

1,022 
1,642 

2 
4 

325 
4,705J 

629 
13,948 
II ,934 
3,924 

12,269J 

185,172 

Numbor 
of 

trials 

148 
272 
860 

261,313 
19,864 
2,301 

285,701 
85,908 

2,875 
1,078J 

124 

321 
NIl. 

15 
9 

145,587 
116,858 

56 
57 

43 
97 
54 

122 
581 
46 

9 

285 
776 

4 
158 

1,769j 

82 
9,257 
8,537 
2,128 
2,610J 

N/A 

Trlels 
as a 
percent 
at dispo
sitions 

63% 
72J 
18% 
78% 
26% 

5% 

6% 
NIl. 

2% 
10J 

69% 
58% 

52%1 
25%1 

28J 
47. 
50S 

100% 
49% 
38%J 

13% 
66% 
72~ 
54;t 
21SJ 

N/" 

Number 
of Jury 
trials 

30 
12 

2,953 
72 
31 

475 

377 

N/A 

173 
N/A 

9 

2,346 
113 

45 
II 
I 
3 

18 

2,058 

Jury 
trials Jury 
as a trials 
percent as a 
of d I spo- percent 
sltlons of trials 

1% I. 

lJ 

N/A 

3% 
N/A 

1% 
IJ 

20% 
4% 

1% 

N/" 

4J 
N/A 
60S 
liS 

80S 
19% 
20S 

7S 
19% 

! 
/ 
\ 
1 
) 

[I 
i 
j 

'i 
1 
I 

I 

rl 
1 
'I 

j 
II 
! 
1 

t 
f 

j 
.!! 
u 

State and court tit I a t' 
""\ ! ~ 

.. -A 1 
Indiana: 

Superior Court end 
Circuit Courtl ....... -

County Courtl •••••••••• -
Municipal Court of 

Marlon Countyl ....... + 

Iowa: 
DistrIct Courtl ........ -

Kansas: 
District Court l ........ -

MaIne: 
Superior Court ......... + + + 

Maryland: 
CI rcult Court l ......... + + + 

Massachusetts: 
Boston MunicIpal Court. + 

MIchigan: 
C'lrcult Court l ......... -

District Courtl ........ + 

Common PI aas Court 
of Detrolt l .......... -

Munlcl pal court l ....... + 

New Jersoy: 

Superior Court ••••••••• -

County District Court l , -

New York: 
Clvl I Court of the City 

of New york' ••••••••• -

DIstrict Court and 
City Court I .......... + 

Surrogate I s Court I ..... _ 

Nortl) Carol Ina: 
Superior Court I ........ + 
DIstrl ct Court l ........ + 

North Dakota: 
Olstr I ct Court ••••••••• -

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ + 

+ + 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Casa type 

+ 

+ 

t 

+ + + + 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ + + 

t I Juryl Number of 
_ trial dlsposl-

~ ! ~ deflnl- tlons per 
j : g tlon cese type 

A 40,166 
A 67,176 

A 21,135 

C 111,912 
C 21,846 

+ C 53,754 

+ + F 

+ + A 

+ 

+ 

C 

C 

C 
C 

+ C 
C 
C 
C 

C 
C 

C 
C 

B 
B 
B 

B 
B 
B 
B 

+ A 
A 

A 
A 

+ C 
C 
C 
C 

93 

82,173 

16,079 

17 ,601 
123,682 

1,152 
47,378 

168,596 
97,869 
75,637 

36,935 
1,104 

o 
291 

47,025 
4,420 

26,466 1 

20,059 
181,752 
46,458 

I t7 .452 

tlO,I85 
44,709 

109,383 
79,039 

71,785 
48,177 

200,339 
56,883 

tI ,527 

Number 
of 

trials 

7,573 
13,255 

6,464 

12,056 
317 

6,443 

19,078 

2,529 

721 
2,584 

26 
1,964 
6,567 

12,342 
12,425 

6,866 
58 

C 
18 

4,299 
985 

10,388 1 

1,119 
4,169 

14,429 
40,724 

8,173 
1,862 

4,149 
1,162 

4,764 
15,982 

183,846 
49,759 

1,626 

Trials 
as a 
percent 
of dispo
sitions 

19% 
20% 

31% 

IU 
IS 

12% 

23S 

4% 
2% 
2% 
4% 
4% 

13% 
16% 

18% 
5% 

7% 
4% 

4% 
IJ 

7'1 
33% 
92% 
87S 

14S 

Number 
of jury 
trIals 

36 

462 

794 

587 
97 

I 
467 
789 

45 
84 

134 
o 
o 
o 

2,797 
4 

241 
245 

4 
o 

47 
620 

704 
430 

74 

615 

Jury 
trials Jury 
as " trials 
percent as a 
of dlspo- percent 
sltlons of trIals 

1% 2% 
1% 7% 

1% 

3S 
1% 
IS 
1% 
1% 
1% 
IJ 

1% 
0% 

1% 
1% 
1% 
OJ 

IJ 
1% 

81J 
4J 
4J 

24% 
12% 

1% 
tJ 

0% 

65% 
1% 

21% 
6S 
1% 
OS 

IS 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 26: 
Civil jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1980. (continued) 

Stote and coort title 

01110: 
Court of Common Pleas I. - + 

County COurtl .......... - + 

Coort of Claims •••••••• -
IoIunlclpal Court l ....... - + 

Oklahomo: 
District COurtl •••••••• - + 

Oregon: 
Circuit Coortl ••••••••• 

+ 
Penns.y I van I .. : 

Court of Common Pleas l • -
District Justice court i + 

Puerto Rico: 
Superior Courtl •••••••• + 

01 strl ct Courtl •••••••• + 

+ 

+ 

Rhode Island: 
District Courtl •••••••• + 

South Caro II n8; 
Mag I strate Court I .. • ••• + 

South Dakota: 
Circuit COurtl ••••••••• -

Te)C8s: 
District Courtl •••••••• - + 

t 

i 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Case type 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

~ 
j Jury/ Number of 
_ _ trial dlsposl-

E",: : 1 ~ deflnl- tlons per .. :I ~ ~ tlon case type 

C 

C 
+ C 

+ C 
C 
C 
C 

+ C 
+ C 

C 
C 
C 

+ C 

A 

II 
A 
A 

21,ll03 1 

86,136 1 

2,610 
51,116 

379 
6,445 
2,542 
2,522 
2,374 

19,687 

192,288 
54,425 
18,385 

5,572 

21,641 
85,415 

+ A 

7,268 
40,125 
11,769 
2,539 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ A 
+ A 

+ A 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ A 

C 
C 

+ A 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

A 

A 
A 
A 
A 

A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
II 
A 
A 

G 

II 

C 
C 
C 

C 

C 
C 
C 
C 

C 

94 

994 
7,765 

24,595 
190,612 

2,586 
4,472 

572 
8,542 

31,713 
96 

53,057 
43,205 

2,064 
610 

3,114 
5 

5,425 

25,034 

91,658 

13,960 
3,404' 

NIA 

24,6&4 
25,899 

676 
164,082 
24,573 

44,778 

Number 
of 

trlols 

1,8681 

11,279 1 

480 
9,138 

48 
229 
82 

272 
48 

1,613 

5,543 
1,204 
1,306 

1,514 
2,827 

10,939 
1,998 
6,654 

253 
187 
300 

2,005 

2,047 1 

2,675 

5,187 
42,793 

267 
425 

85 
584 

2,549 
14 

1,072 
4,943 

403 
82 
64 
2 

1,184 

3,680 

17,479 

2,119 
762 1 

1,077 

1.758J 

3,252J 
239J 

117,243J 
3,552J 

t4,606J 

Trlols 
os 0 

percent 
of dispo
sitions 

23% 
13% 
13% 
27% 
15% 

2% 
7~ 

30% 
26~ 

8%1 

25% 
22~ 

to% 
9~ 

15. 
8% 8. 
t4~ 

2~ 

11% 
19~ 
13% 

2% 
40~ 

22~ 

14~ 

15% 
22~1 
N/A 

Humbor 
of Jury 
trlols 

195 
585 

I 
3 
3 
4 
o 

123 
155 
32 
29 

1,176 

1,775 

497 

154 

557 
282 

17 
499 
529 

1,217 

Jury 
trials 
as a 

Jury 
trials 

percent as a 
of dlspo- percent 
sltlons of trials 

7% 41% 
1 6~ 

1% 2~ 
1% I. 
1% 4~ 

1% 1% 
0% 0% 
1% 8% 

1~ 3~ 
1% 3~ 
1% 2~ 

44~ 

29~ 

I~ 

N/A 

{ 

1 

1 
! 
I 

· :j 
I 
j 

Case type 

Jury 
Trials trials as Jury 

State and Court 
Title 

Jury/ Number of 
trial dlsposlI ~ deflnl- tlons per 

< g tlon cose type 

Number 
of 

trials 

as a 
percent 
of dispo
sitions 

Hun,ber 
of Jury 
trials 

as a trials 
percent as a 
of d I spo- percent 
sltlons of trials 

County Court at Law, 
Constitutional County 
Court, and Probate 
CotJrtl ••••••••••••••• -

Justl ce of the Peace 
COurt1 ••••••••••••••• -

Utah: 
District Court l ........ -
Circuit Court1 ........... -

Vermont: 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ + + + + 
+ 

A 
A 
A 

+ A 
+ A 

A 
A 

+ A 

+ + C 
+ C 

9,634 
29,863 

1,867 
1,759 

40,185 

22,354 

72,965 
57,524 

25,441 
41,507 

1,105 
2,154 
1,650 

88 
4,250 

13,256 
50,273 
28,739 

2,229 
5,850 

11~ 
7. 

88. 5. 
11~ 

59~ 

69. 
50% 

9. 
14. 

245 

133 
21 
3 

706 

181 
136 
326 

207 
58 

2. 22% 
1~ 6. 
1~ I~ 
1~ 3. 
2. 17% 

I~ I. 
1% 1. 

'. 1% 

Superior Court' ........ + 
District Courtl •••••••• + 

A 3,522 351 
221 
824 

70 

15 
o + 

Virginia: 
Circuit Courtl ......... + 

+ 
+ 

+ 

Wash I ngton; 

Supor I or Court 1 " "" " " """ - + + + 

Wisconsin: 
Circuit Courtl ......... - + 

+ 

A 3,619 
A 1,427 

C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

25,727 
1,015 

11,625 
31,610 

1,882 

.. t C 88,923 

F 

5,582 
328 

1,878 
1,636 

797 

6,658 

22~ 
32~ 

16. 
5~ 

42% 

1,436 
t57 
20 

156 

902 

6% 26% 
15. 48. 

'. U 1% I. 
81 20. 

I~ 13% 

+ F 

67,473 
31,455 
64,108 

4,777 
13,111 
4,923 

20 
58 

1,005 

I~ 

I~ 
20% + t t + + + F 

Wyoming: 
District Court l ........ - + .. 

Note: All available data are entered I n the table and all 
appropriate colculatlons are IncludOO. Blank spaces Indicate 
that the data wero unavailable or colculatlons were 
Inappropriate. 

• Not applicable. 
H/A • Data were not Ilvalillbio. 
t • Data lire gl ven for these cose typos. 

IDato are not complete; 
Arlzona--SOperlor Court-- A~tIOfl and d.-stlc ,..llItl0ll5 

figures do not Include lI~tlo. dota from MarIcopa County. 
Justices of the Peace Court-No data \lore reportOO tor St. 

Johns, Snowflake, and QUllrtzlte PrecIncts. 
Georg I a--Super I or Court-Data were not reported for thO Super I or 

Court Of Cobb County. 
Kllnsas-Dlstrlct Court- o.--tlc ,..llItlOll casos do not Include 

IICkJptlons. 
Halne-Superlor Court-Trial date do not Include URESII cases, 

but do InClude ''''traordlnary Ifrlh. 
New Jorsey--Superlor Court-- o-tlc ,..llItlons cosos I ncl ude 

-rrl"98 dlssolutlo. coses and exclud .. adoptloot coses. 
OhIo-Court of Comnon Pleas-- Tort data Include only personal 

Injury. Do.stlc ,..Ietlons trllli data do not Includo 
IIdoptloot5 birth records. 

Oregon--CI rcult Court-- o-tlc ,..Iatlons dota do not Include 
IICkJptlons. 

wyoml h!t'-Flgurfl do not Includo estate data. 

H 3,410 64 

hxpillnation of datil Included In the category: 
Connecticut-Superior Court-Data for civil trials lire given for 

d_tlc ,..Intlons .. ".Iaga dissolution C8S<1S. 

Idaho-District Court lind MlIglstrates Dlvlslon--Other civil 
Includes axtraordlnary writs. 

Texas--The District Court-DlrectOO verdict cases are Incluged 
In the number of trlllis. 

IA civil case Is counted with the filing of a petition or complllint. 
2A civil Cllse Is countod when It Is placed OIl the calendllr (has 

roachOO Issue). 

Trllli definition: 
A • A trial Is counted If trlod to Judgment, completion, vordlct, or 

deciSion. 
B •. A Jury trial Is counted whon the Jury selectlr.>n begins (first 

Juror Is drllwn). 
C • A Jury trial Is countoo whon the JUry Is sworn (Impaneled). 
o .. ,. non-Jury +1'lal Is counted lit the point when an opening 

statement or the I ntroduct I OIl of any evl dence occurs. 
F • A trial Is counted when It has officially begun. 
G • ,. non-Jury trial Is counted at the poInt when an opening 

stetement or the Introduction of any evidence occurs. Guilty 
pless are n,)t counted as trials. 

H • II trial Is not counted In the same way throughout the stato. 
I • A trial Is counted when the first witness Is sworn. 
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TABLE 27: Criminal filed and disposed in general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, 

and all trial courts, 1980. 

Variations in court organization, subject matter 
jurisdiction, and case classification: 

This table breaks the gross totals of Table 
14 into criminal case classification. Because of 
the variations in court organization, subject 
matter jurisdiction, and case classification, 
comparisons of general jurisdiction and limited 
jurisdiction courts from state to state are 
seldom appropriate. 

Lack of complete data (less than 90% complete 
from an individual court) is responsible for the 
large number of blanks in the "All trial courts" 
columns on this table, as well as for states 
missing from the table. In order for a state to 
be included in this table, it had to have 
complete filing or disposition data from all its 
trial courts. 

Courts that do not break their caseload down 
into specific case types, do generally separate 
caseload into civil, criminal, and juvenile 
cases. (Traffic may be reported separately or it 
may be lumped into criminal caseload.l 

Sources of data are found on the individual court 
proflles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in counting cases do have an impact on 
total caseloads. 1f states are not counting 
cases at the saine beginning and ending point, 
total caseload is not comparable. See Figure C. 
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Appropriate analyses: 

All percentage calculations that were less 
than 1 % but greater' than 0% have been rounded up 
to 1%. All percentage calculations that were 
less than 0% but greater than -1% have been 
rounded down to -1%. 

Disposed as a percent of filed. This measure 
represents the percent of the number of filed 
cases that the court was able to dispose. The 
percent is computed by dividing the number of 
cases filed by the number disposed and then 
multiplying by one hundred. A percent over one 
hundred· indicates that the court disposed more 
cases than were fi1ed, thus reducing pending 
case10ad. A percent significantly less than one 
hundred indicates that the court is not keeping 
up with the volume of cases being filed. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons can be made between courts that 
count cases in the same way. The method of 
counting criminal cases has the greatest 
influence over data reported. Consult Figure C 
for a listing of the groups of courts that count 
criminal cases in the same way. 

Although data have been broken down into 
general and limited jurisdiction courts, this has 
been done to provide a flavor for the different 
workloads of the different levels of trial 
courts. Interstate comparisons should be 
restricted to all trial courts' data. 

1\ I 
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1 

! 
! 
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TABLE 27: 
Criminal filed and disposed in general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1980. 
Disposed as a percentpf filed. 

General jurisdiction courts Limited jurisdiction courts An trial courts 
Disposed Disposed Disposed 
as a as a as a 

State and unit of count percent percent percent 
Filed Diseosed filed Filed Diseosed filed Filed Diseosed filed 

Informations, indict.ents, 
or co""laints 
Al aska ••••••••••••••••••••• 1,240 1,042 84% 17,401 18,641 
Guam ....................... 750 1,028 137% 750 1,028 137% 
Illinois ................... 649,240 641,820 99% 649,240 641,820 99% 
Iowa ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

272,513j 
178.742 

272.513j 
178,742 

Massachusetts •••••••••••••• 
New Jerse~ ••••••••••••••••• 25.898 26,121 101% 387.514 339,706 88% 413.412 365.827 ~-
Number of defendants 
California ................. 60,420 53,356 88% 767,211 677 ,302 88% 827,631 730,658 88% 
Connecticut •••••••••••••••• 109,179 98,862 91% 109,179 98.862 91% 
District of Columbia ••••••• 33,533 35,249 105% 33,533 35,249 105% 
Florida .................... 125,975 102,215 81% 260,256 230,344 89% 386,231 332,559 86% 
Hawaii ..................... 2,453 2.275 93% 43.914 43.508 99% 46.367 45.783 99% 
Idah() ...................... 32,894 31,979 -'9'1'"% 32,894 31,979 97% 
Kentucky ................... 11,559 9,847 35% 207.132 186.722 90% 218,691 196,569 90% 
Maine ................ , ..... 5,729 5,538 97% 29,363 27,607 94% 35,092 33,145 94% 
Pennsylvania ••••••••••••••• 81,969 70,606 86% 573,599 655,568 
WashiI19ton •••••••• "' ....... 17,930 15.220 85% 151.753 169,683 

No consistent definition 
Minnesota .................. 11,196 9,122 81% 100.388 92,128 --~ 111,584 101,250 91% 
New Hampshi reo ............. 6,857 7,649 112% 38,029 44,886 
North Carolina ••••••••••••• 61,824 61,216 99% 365,516 353!487 97% 427,340 414,703 97% 

Number of charges 
9irglnia ••••••••••••••••••• oO,m 57,499 95% ~9!:lO2 gn!298 95% ~. 370,791 95% 

Note: All courts in Hawaii and Maine are displayed in the -- " Not applicable. 
number of defendants grouping because this is the unit 
of count for the general jurisdiction court in each of NH = This case type is not handled in this court. 
these states. 

JExplanation of data included in the category: State totals were inclUded in this table when all courts 
with criminal jurisdiction within that state reported Massachusetts--Data include some OWl cases. 
either complete filings and/or dispositions. Blank 
spaces indicate that the data were unavailable or 
incomplete, or the calculations were inappropriate. 
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TABLE 28: Composition of criminal case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1980. 
TABLE 29: Composition of criminal case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1980. 

Variations in court organization and subject 
matter jurisdiction: 

These two tables deal only with general 
jurisdiction courts. In states with a 
single-tier trial court (Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, 
South Dakota, District of Columbia, and Guam), 
all case types are heard in the general 
jurisdiction court. These courts are indicated 
by an "*" before their state name. In all other 
states, some of the trial court case types are 
heard in limited jurisdiction cGurts. 

The individual court profiles for each state 
(found in Part II) must be consulted to determine 
whether the figures for an individual case type 
in these tables represent the complete caseload 
for that case type in the particular state. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classifications and 
dehnitions: 

Courts that do not break their caseload down 
into specific case types do generally separate 
caseload into civil, criminal, and juvenile 
cases. (Traffic may be reported separately or it 
may be reported as a part of the criminal 
caseload.) Consequently, these two tables are 
easier to aggregate than later tables that show 
specific case types. 
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Those states that reported less than 90% of 
complete "total" data were excluded from these 
tables. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Data from these tables may be used to 
identify courts with similar jurisdiction and 
courts that handle similar volumes of cases. 
These data can also be used to compute the 
distribution of types of criminal cases filed ill 
each court. To compute the proportion of the 
total filings (dispositions) for each case type, 
divide the number of filings (dispositions) for 
each case type by the total filings 
(dispositions) for each court and multiply by 100. 

Umitati ons on use: 

Comparisons should not be made between courts 
in states with a single-tier trial court (marked 
with an "*") and courts in states with both 
general and limited jurisdiction courts. 

Comparisons can be made only between courts 
that use the same unit of count for counting 
criminal cases. Since the data contained in 
these tables are taken from only the general 
jurisdiction courts, the organization charts for 
each state should be checked to determine whether 
or not other courts in the state also handle the 
specific case types before comparisons of volumes 
of specific case types are made. 

TABLE 28: 
Composition of criminal case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1980. 
State and court. Criminal case categories. 

st~te and court tltlo 

AI~ba~--Cll'cult Court ............. . 
AI~sk~--Superlol' Court .......... .... 906 
Arlzona--Supel'lor Court ............. 13,970 
Al'k~ns~s--Cll'cult Court ............. 1I,0:n 
c..lllornl~-Supel'lor Court .......... 57,932 

Col or~do--O I stl' I ct Court, Denver 
Suporlor Court, Denver JuvenIle 
Court, ~nd Deoyol' Prob~te Court .. 12,477 

Conoectlcut--Superlor Court ......... 4,676 1 

Oehn~nre--Superlor Court •••••••••••• 
"DIstrIct of COlumbl~--Superlol' Court. 3,818 

florld8--Cll'cult Court .............. 125.412 
GooI'~I~-Super)or Court ............. 31,9671 

-Guem--Superlor Court ••••••••••••• ••• t03 
H.W81 I-Clrcult Court ............... 1.916 
·Id~ho--STATE TOTAL .................. 3,085 

Dlstrl ct Court ............. •••••••• 3,005 
Mnglstretes DIvIsion •••••••••• •••• NH 

*llIlnols--Clrcult C()urt ............. 41,348 
Indl.ne--Superlor Court ~od CIrcuit 

Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
·Iow~--Dlstrlct Court ................ 18,135J 
K~ns~s--Dlstrlct Court .............. 10,944 
Kontucky--CI reu It Court ••••••••••••• 

Ml!Il ne--Superl or Court ••••••••••••••• 2,915 
""'ryl~nd--Clrcult Court ............ . 
""'ss~chusetts-STATE TOTAL........... XJ 

Suporfor Court Depl!lrtment.......... X 
District Court Dep~rtment.......... (J) 
Boston Munlclp81 Court 

Doportment ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenllo Court Depart ... nt ......... . 

Housing Court Oep~rtment .......... .. 

1.. o c: 

i 
'" "tI 
VI 

X 

11 
84 

(j) 

17,164 

NH 
16,754 1 

647 
438 

23,755 
220 

23,535 

523,298J 

24.018 1 

79,251 
14,984 

29 
5,258 

l; 
c: 

..... i 
>- .. c: "tI o VI 

'ie u.. 

104,272 
2,931 

NH 

20,013 
NH 
NH 

11,162 

34.412 

Cl'lmln~1 c~ses II led 

t 
'" c: '" - c: 
E -_ 1.. 

- '" '" .. 1.. s:. 
n. 

Ifl 
NH 
Ifl 
NH 

Ifl 
7,046 

NH 
5.987 

Ifl 
5,987 

(j) 

4,157J 

NH 
Ifl 

NH 
NH 

c: ., 0 
u -c: +-
10 10 
c: -o 
"tI -
1.. > 
o 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
Ifl 

NH 

84,594J 

68,865 
NH 
Ifl 

NH 

10 

'" 0. 
0. 
< 

X 
64 

1,893 
5,440J 
2,488 

427 

184 
NH 

553 
NH 

f>'H 
67 
67 

NH 

(J) 

1.056 
397 

4,379 
711 
711 

<J 
c: 

1.. E 
" -.c: 1.. 
b U 

Ifl 
259 
464 

4,620 
231 

NH 
1,648 

NH 
NH 

99 
NH 
NH 
NH 

9,528J 

731 
658 

;;a,489 
22,761 
20,71S 

14,990 

10 
c: 
E 

10-+- 1.. 
{!. U 

26,896 
1,240 

16,411 
16,477 
60,420 

17,524 
109,179 

3,115 
33,533 

125,975 
48.741 I 

750 
2,453 

32,694 
3,372 

29,522 

649,240 

57,716 
166,251 1 

26,984 
11.559 

5,729 
39,449 

272.513J 
23,492 

226,744J 

14.990 
29 

5,258 

Mlchlg~n--STATE TOTAL ............... 43.360 6.389 38.805 651 89,205 

~~=~!:r~:':u~;·~;·~;;~~;;·::::::: ~~:~!~ 6,389 NH 38,8~~ 6~ ~~:!~~ 
Mlnnesot~--olstl'lct Court ........... 9,254 1,942 11.196 

NH X X 2,771 Mont~n~--Dlstrlct Court ............. 2,217
IJ 

554 NH 1,793
1J 

6,345
1 Nebr~sk~--Dlstrlct Court ............ 4.552 (j) 

NOli H.mpshlr .... -Suporlor Court ....... 3,952 NH Ifl 2,905 NH 6,857 

::~::~~-===~~~~~~-------------------------------------------:Ifl~--~2~,~78~3~----~1~35~-- 25,898 
Now J ersoy--Supel' I or Court........... 22,980 
Now Mo~lco--olstl'lct Court .......... 5,186 NH 5,186 

~:t~o;;~~:~':~:~:u~:~70~ .~~~~;.:::::: 36,830 35.026:: 24,994 ~~ ~~:~~~ 
North O~kota--DlstI'Ict Court ........ 1.227 29 NH NH NH 21 65 1,342 
Ohlo--Court of Common Plo~s ......... 39.215 NH NH NH NH NH 39,215 
Okl~homa--Dlstl'lct Court ............ 23,692 37,822 Ifl NH 423 354 62,291 

Ifl 19,077 Orogoo--Clrcult Court ............... 19,077 Ifl 65,782
J 

15,271J 916 81,969 

~::~:~I;~:~:;:~~;o;fc:;:.~::~~:: 10,927 9.762 NH 732 NH 772 2~:~~~ 
Rhodo Isl~nd--Supel'lol' Court ........ 3,667 34.147J 
South c..rolln~--Clrcult Court ....... 34,147J NH 
Tennosso_CI rcu It Court lind 

Criminal Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

Te~8S--DIstrict Court and Crlmlo.1 
DistI'l ct Court ..................... 82.454 

Uhh--olstrlct Court .............. .. 
.Yormont--DIstrlct Court ............. 3,096 
Vlrglnlet--Clrcult Court ............. 36,378 

7,463 

15,01~ 

23,434 

31,462 

Ifl 
2,468 

99 

NH 

NH 

Ifl 
NH 
NH 
NH 

330 

31,462 

1,099 97,0115 
2,798 

1,821 1 19,9301 

442 60,254 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 28: 
Composition of criminal case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1980. (continued) 

Shte .~nd court title 

>
" a 
~ 

Washlngton--Superlor Court •••••••••• 14.743 

Wlsconsln--Clrcult Court •••••••••••• 13.176 
Wyomlng--Dlstrlct Court........ ••• ••• 1.732 

L 
a 
" i 
II> 

" .. 
i 

35.633 
NH 

N6te: ... 11 av~ll~ble data from st"tes thet have total fIlings whIch 
are at least 90~ complete are entered In the table. Blank 
spaces Indlc~te that the data were un~v"llable, or less than 
90~ complete. other crl.lnal also Includes extnoordlnary 

I
o 

~I " .., o III 

;f E 

NH 

Crlmln,,1 c.ses filed 

t 
" " 0> 
E~ 

" II> II> 
c\:.c 

NH 

NH 

" II> 0 U _ 
,,~ 

" " " -- 0 

6> 
NH 

NH 

" II> 

~ 

3,187 

.. 
" L e 

~ 1; 

NH 

17.209 

low,,--Dlstrlct Court-- Total crl.lnal does not Include 
prell.lnary ""'rlngs. 

.. 
" E 

" -~ h 

17 .930 
66,018 

1,732 

Nebr"ska--DIstrlct Court-Dah wero unavallablo from Webster and 
Valley Countlos. 

VornYlnt--D I str I ct Court-Dat~ do not I nc I ude s .... tence revl ew 
only cases, nor dat" trom tho Superior Court. 

wrl .... pos"'COIlvlctlOll .--ty lInd sentence ,...,,1_ OIIly cases. 
The feIOllyl.lsd_nor category In thIs table does not 
represent the sum of all felonies and mlsd_nors. but deals 
with those figures which could not be broken down Into those 
respect I ve categor I es. 

lExpl"natlon of date Included In "the category: 

x = The data for th I 5 case type lIre k.,own to be I nc I uded I n the 
total but were not "vallable by category. 

NH = This case type Is known not to be handled by this court. 

*Those states h"ve " Single-tIer trial court. These courts h"ve no 
limited Jurisdiction courts under them, so Included In theIr 
caselo"d are caSes th"t would be heard I:y limIted JurIsdIctIon 
courts elsewhere. 

IData are Incomplete: 

Connectlcut--Suporlor Court--Addl""ona' folooies could not be 
separated from the f"'OIIy/.lsd_nor category. 

Georgl,,--Superlor Court-Data are un"vall"blo from Cobb County. 
Indlan,,-Superlor Court lInd CircuIt Court-Additional 

.. Isd_nors could not be sep"rated from the f"IOIIyl 

.Isd_nor category. 

100 

Ark"ns"s--Clrcult Court- ... """,,15 Include some orIgInal 
• Isd_nors. 

1IIInols--Clrcult Court- Mls"-nors Include ordinance 
vlol ..... 10II5 lInd pre".lnary '-rIngs In "the CircuIt Court of 
Cook County. 

Indlan,,-Superlor Court lInd CIrcuit Court-- other crl.ln,,1 
Includes some pre".Inary '-rings. 

10wa--Dlstrlct Court-- Felooy dat" Include "ppenls. 
Mas~achusetts--Dlstrlct Court Dop"rtment--Det" Include some 

felooles. Total cases Include OWl c"ses. 
Nobrask,,--Dlstrlct Court-- Felooy d"t" Include some 

.Isd_nors. lInd apponl and tot" I cases Include some cIvil 
~p"""ls. 

Pennsylvanla-Court of Common Plees-· FeIOllyl.lsd_nor flguro 
Includes some trial do nov,=, for "p"",,1 cases. 

South Carolln"--Clrcult C[YJrt--D"t" Include Cl!ses from the 
County Court, lInd tho Civil and Criminal Court. 

! • 

II ·1 
1 

I 
t 

U. 

~ I 
I 
! 

I 
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TABLE 29: 
Composition of criminal case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1980. 
State and court. Criminal case categories. 

State and court "'Itlo 

AI "bama--CI rcu I t Court 

... Iaska--Superlor Court 
Arfzone--Suparlor Court ••••••••••••• 
... rk~nsas--Cl rcu I t Court ........... .. 
Ca II torn I ,,--Super I or Court •••••••••• 

Co I or"do--D I st!' I ct Court, Donver 
Suporlor Court, Denver Juvenile 
Court, and Denver Probl!to Court •• 

Connectlcut--Suporlor Court ........ . 
013 I eware--Super I or Court •••••••••••• 

*DIstrict ot Columbla--Suporlor Court • 

>
" o 
II> 
U. 

x 
787 

12,343 
10,367 
51,190 

9,596 
4,230 1 

3,395 

Florlda--Clrcult Court •••••••••••••• 101,450 
Georgi a--Superlor Court ••••••••• •••• 29,125 1 

·Gu~m--Superl or Court ................. 353 
Hawal1--Clrcult Court ............... 1,612 

*Idaho-ST"'TE TOT ... L ••••••••••• ••••••• 2,932 
District Court ••••••••••• •••••• ••• 2,932 
Maglstratos Division •••••••••••••• NH 

*lIlInols--Clrcult Court ••••••••••••• 40,570 

Indla",,--Superlor Court and CIrcuit 
Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

'Iowa-Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••• 
K~nsas--Dlstrlct Court ............. . 

Kentucky--CI reu I t Court ............. . 

17 ,448J 
11,310J 

"'''lne--SuPQrlor Court ••••••••••••••• 2,555 

M"ryland--Clrcult Court ••••••••••••• 
"'ass"chusetts-Super I or Court 

DeplIrtment. •• • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••• X 
"'lchlgM-ST ... TE TOT ... L ...... ••••• •••• 40,601 

Circuit Court ......... u... ..... ... 28,881 
Recorder' 5 Court of Detro It.. • • •• • 11 ,720 

"'lnnesoh--Dlstrlct Court ••••••• •••• 7,432 
IoIontaOl!-Dlstrlct Court ••••••••••••• X 
Nobr"sk,,--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••.••• 3,955 1J 

Now Hempshlre--Superlor Court ••••••• 
Now Jorsoy--Superlor Court........... 23,166 
Now Moxlco--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••• 
Now York--Suprome Court ~nd 

County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
North C"rollna--Superlor Court •••••• 
North Dakot"..-Dlstrlct Court •••••••• 
Oh lo-Court of Co"","", P leas ........ . 

Okl~homl!--Dlstrlct Court .......... .. 

Oregon--Clrcult Court ••••••••••••••• 
Ponnsy I v"n I ,,--Court ot Common P loa5 •• 
Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court ••••••••• 
South Carollna--Clrcult Court ...... . 
To~as--Dlstrlct Court lInd Crlmln,,' 

District Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Utah-O'strlct Court •••••••••••••••• 
.Vermont--Ol strt ct Court ••••••••••••• 
Virginia-CircuIt Court ••••••••••••• 
Wisconsln ... -Circut+ Court •••••••••••• 
wyomIng-District Court •••••••••••••• 

36,169 
1,196 

37,189 

21,839 

17,787 

10,781 

74,079 

3,177 
34 ,809 
13,562 
1,666 

NH 

X 
130 
(J) 

19,252 

/fi 
15,7961 

675 
582 

23,328 
227 

23,101 

519,524J 

19,994 1 

81,600 
17,821J 

2,282 

5,997 

5,997 
1,690 

(J) 

21 
/fi 

33,496 

NH 

10,063 

5,095 

15,083 
22,335 
35,959 

/fi 

ls 

" ~ ~ II> 

o " - III 
II> -IJ.. E 

NH 

94,419 
2.970J 

/fi 

t-.l-i 
NH 
/fi 
NH 
t,H 

NH 

tfi 

19,606 
/fi 

NH 
9,455 

NH 

37,108 

/fi 

/fi 
NH 

2,631 
NH 

4,322 

5,467 

34,966 

Nil 

/fi 

NH 
NH 

54,982J 

NH 
33,722J 

/fi 

2,350 
NH 
If1 
NH 
/fi 

101 

Criminal c"ses disposed 

NH 
7,104 

NH 
5,631 

NH 
5,631 

(J) 

3,328J 
2,354 

NH 
/fi 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
/fi 
NH 
NH 

129 
NH 

NH 

/fi 
NH 
/fi 
NH 

NH 

NH 
3.647 

t-.l-i 
NH 

NH 

NH 

81,726J 

77,340 

NH 

t-.l-i 

NH 

28,215 
NH 

28,215 

/fi 
NH 

NH 

"" NH 

NH 
/fi 
NH 
/fi 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NIl 

Ni 

NH 
/fi 

~ 
Q. 
Q. 

< 

X 
X 

1,876 
5,395J 
2,166 

404 

(J) 

/fi 

765 
NH 

NH 
as 
88 

NH 

(J) 

(J) 

392 

4,437 

1,044 
593 
593 
/fi 

X 
1,654 1J 

3,327 
2,828 

25,047 
40 

NK 

323 

14,740J 

203 
69 

" " ~ E .c 
b h 

255 
485 

4,740 
213 

NH 
1,851 

.. 
" iiE 

~ -o L 
I- U 

24,552 
1,042 

14,834 
15,762 

53,356 

14,140 
98,862 
2,970 

35,249 

/fi 102,215 
NH 44,921 1 

1,028 
81 2,275 
NH 31,979 
NH 3,247 
/fi 28,732 

8,615J 

/fi 
701 

682 

30,203 

641,820 

51,543 
178,742 

29,131 
9,847 
5,538 

42,227 

31,247 
75,406 
29,474 
45,932 
9,122 
2,631 
5,6091J 

NH 7,649 
127 26,121 

5,467 

NH 34,966 
/fi 25,047 
71 1,328 
NH 37,189 

301 55,959 
17,787 

884 70,606 

6,309 

1,755 
355 

19,502 

21,573 
:l3,722J 

85,483 

2,553 

20,084 
57,499 
69,023 

1,666 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 29: 
Composition of criminal case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1980. (continued) 

Note: All available data from states that had total dispositions 
wh I ch were et I east 90~ comp I ete are entered I n the tab I e. 
Blank spaces Indicate that the data "ere unavall~ble or less 
than 90% complete. oth .... crl.I",,1 also Includes 
extrllOf"dlnary wrl1", postc:onvlc1"lon ~y and sent ... "", ravlew 
only cases. The felony/.lsd_nor category In this table 
does not represent the sum of all felonies and mlsd_nors, 
but deals only with -those figures which could not be broken 
down Into those respective categories. 

x = The data for this case type are known to be Included In the 
total but were unevallable by category. 

NH = Th I s case type I s known not to be hand I ed by the cou rt. 

·These states have a single-tier trial court. These courts have no 
limited Jurisdiction courts under them, so they hear cases that 
would be heard by limited Jurisdiction courts elsewhere. 

IOata are Incomp lete: 
Connecticut-Superior court--Addltlonal felonlas could not be 

separated from the felony/.Isd_nor category. 
Georgia-Superior Court-Data were unavailable from Cobb County. 
Indlana--Superlor Court and Circuit Court--Addltlonal 

mlsd_nors cou Id not be separated from the felony/ 
.Isdeaoanor category. 

Nebrask'--Dlstrlct Court--Ollta were unavailable for Webster and 
Valley Counties. 

JExplanatloo of data Included In the category: 
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IIrkansas--C1 rcult Court-- IIppMls Include some orl gl na I 
mlsd_nors. 

Delaware-Superior Court-- Felony/.Isd_ ...... Includes "",,_Is. 
II I Inols--Clrcult Court-- 14ls"'-nors Include ordlnan ... 

violations and prell.lnary """rings In ·the Circuit Court of 
Cook County. 

Indlane-Superlor Court and Circuit Court-- Otb.- crl.lnal 
Includes some prell.lnary '-rings. 

I",,"--Dlstrlct Court- Felony datil Include epp_ls. 
Kensas--Dlstrlc1" Court-- 14lsd_nors end felonies Include 

"PPM Is. 
Nebrl!ska--D I strl ct Court-- Felony data I nc I ude some 

mls_nors, and appeal and total criminal Include some cIYII 
appeals. 

Pennsylvanla--Court of Conrnon Pleas-- Felony/mlsd_nor figure 
Includes some trial de novo for "ppeal cases. 

South Cllrollna--Clrcult Court--Datll Include cases from the 
County Court, lind the Civil lind Criminal Court. 
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TABLE 30: Felony caseload for general jurisdiction courts, 1980. 
TABLE 31: Misdemeanor caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
TABLE 32: Combined felony and misdemeanor caseload, 1980. 
TABLE 33: Ordinance violation caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
TABLE 34: Preliminary hearing caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
TABLE 35: Criminal appeals caseload for trial courts, 1980. 

Variations in court organization and subject 
matter jurisdiction: 

Caseload in these tables is from both general 
jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts. 
The same case types may be handled in different 
courts from state to state. Only state totals 
can be compared among these states using the same 
unit of count. To facilitate comparisons, the 
states in these tables have been grouped into 
three categories: those states where a court has 
exclusive jurisdiction over a case type and where 
it reported complete data: those states where 
more than one court handles a case type and each 
court submitted complete data; and those states 
where data from anyone of the courts with that 
casetype jurisdiction are incomplete. The court 
organization charts in Part II should be 
consulted for a brief sun~ary of the jurisdiction 
of each court. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

Both the case categories and the data 
classified in the case categories vary from state 
to state. 

Because such problems exist for these and all 
other case categories, the case types used in 
this report are those chosen for inclusion in the 
Statp Court Model Annual Report and State Court 
Model Statistical Dictionar~. 
----rven with use of the mo el case types, 
however, caseloads are not comparable if state 
statutes vary as to the types of criminal cases 
classified as felonies or misdemeanors. Certain 
drug offenses, for example, may be serious 
felonies in one state but only misdemeanors in 
another. 

Only states reporting data that could be 
displayed in the specific case types are included 
in the tables, and then only if the data are at 
least 90% complete. Many courts do not break 
data down beyond the broad civil, criminal, 
traffic, and juvenile categories. 

Variations in COUnting cases: 

Each of these tables has numerical 
superscripts by each court name, indicating how 
that court counts cases. This distinction is 
highlighted further by dotted lines separating 
the states by unit of count. 

Appropriate analysis: 

All percentage calculations that were less 
than 1% but greater than 0% have been rounded up 
to 1%. All percentage calculations that were 
1 ess than 0% but greater than -a have been 
rounded down to -1%. 

Di sposed '.ases as percent of fil ed. Thi s 
measure represents the percent of the number of 
filed cases of which the court was able to 
dispose. The percent is computed by dividing the 
number of cases filed by the number disposed of 
and then multiplying by one hundred. A percent 
over one hundred indicates that the court 
disposed of more cases than were filed, thus 
reducing pending caseload. A percent 
significantly less than one hundred indicates 
that the court is not keeping up with the volume 
of cases bei ng fil ed. Thi s measure was not 
computed if the number of cases filed was less 
than ten or if the quantity of missing data 
(indicated by an "i" footnote) made it 
inappropriate. 

End ~endin~ cases as percent of filed. This 
figure g~ves t e percent of the number of filed 
cases that were pending at the end of the year. 
This measure is computed by dividing the number 
of cases pending at the end of the year by the 
number of cases fil ed and then multi plyi ng by one 
hundred. A value of one hundred percent 
indicates that the number of cases pending at the 
end of the year was equal to the number of cases 
filed during the year. A value higher than one 
hundred percent indicates a pending caseload 
larger than cases filed, while a value lower than 
one hundred percent indicates a pending caseload 
smaller than the number of cases filed. This 
percent ,,:~s not computed if the number of cases 
filed was less than ten or if the quantity of 
missing data (indicated by an "i" footnote in the 
profiles in Part II) made it inappropriate. 
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Number change in ~ending caseload. This 
number gi ves the net lncrease or decrease in 
pending caseload for the court year by 
subtracting the number of cases pending at the 
beginning of the year from the number of cases 
pending at the end of the year. An alternative 
to this calculation, subtracting the number 
di sposed of from the number fil ed, was used when 
pending data were unavailable or incomplete, 
When this alternate formula was used, the 
resulting number was enclosed in parentheses. A 
positi ve 
number indicates that the pending caseload 
increased during the year while a negative number 
indicates that the pending caseload was reduced 
in size. Thus, a large negative change in 
pending cases indicates that the court is keeping 
the caseflow current, while a large positive 
change in pending cases would indicate that the 
court has not kept pace with its filings. 

Percent change in ~ending caseload. This 
percentage indicates t e change ln pending cases 
relative to the number of cases pending at the 
beginning of the year, and is obtained by 
dividing the number change in pending caseload by 
the number of cases pending at the beginning of 
the year and then multiplying by one hundred. 
(This figure cannot be calculated if the 

(continued on next pagel 
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alternative formula described above was used to 
calculate the number change in the pending 
caseload.) A high negative percent indicates 
that the court reduced its pending caseload 
significantly, while a high positive percent 
indicates that the pending caseload increased 
significantly. This measure was not computed if 
the number of beginning psnding cases was less 
than ten or if the jurisdiction of the court 
changed significantly during the year. 

Filed (disposed) eer 100,000 pOfulation. The 
unit of state populatlon used on al court 
caseload charts is 100,000. This measure 
compensates for variations in state population 
and gives a more realistic basis for comparison 
of caseloads among states of various sizes. If 
the number of filings was not available or was 
not complete (indicated by an "i" footnote on the 
profiles in Part II) but the number of 
dispositions was available, the number of cases 
disposed per unit of population was entered in 
this column in place of the number of cases filed 
per population unit, and the use of this 
alternative quantity was indicated by enclosing 
it in parentheses. Population figures used in 
the criminal tables represent the 
'18-year-ol d-pl us state popul ation. If all other 
factors (court jurisdiction, case definition, 

etc.) are similar, the 
filed-per-unit-of-population statistic will 
permit direct comparisons among states of the 
number of filed cases. 

Limitations on use: 

In these criminal case type tables, only 
STATE TOTALS can be compared in those states 
where more than one court has jurisdiction over 
the case type. Comparisons can-be made between 
the data reported for a state with an individual 
court that has exclusive jurisdiction over the 
type of case, and the STATE TOTALS for states 
where more than one court has jurisdiction. 
Comparisons should be avoided for states not 
reporting data for one or more courts that have 
jurisdiction over the case type. 

Comparisons should be made only between those 
cases that use the same unit of count for counting 
criminal cases. 

It should also be noted that any change(s) in 
the caseload of a court may not indicate a change 
in the actual "offense-rate" within a state, but 
may merely reflect changes in the criminal code, 
law enforcement policies and/or citizen reporting 
rates--among other things. These data should only 
be used for court management measures. 

TABLE 30: 
Felony caseload for general jurisdiction courts, 1980. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony caseload. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 adult population. 

State As percent Change in Filed (d1S-
population of filed pending posed) per 

State and court title in Begin End D1S- End 100,000 
thousands pending Filed Disposed pendi n9 posed pendin!! tlumber Percent f:!0pu1ation 

COMPLETE STATE DATA: 
Exclusive court jurisdiction: 
A1aska--Superior Court6 ••••• 270 382 906 787 377 87% 42% -5 -1% 336 
Arkansas--Circuit Court6 •••• 1,614 6,098 11,037 10,367 6,883 94% 62% 785 13$ 684 
Guam--Superior Court6 .6 •.•.. 476 103 353 226 343% 219% -250 -53% 
111inois--Circuit Court •••• 8,178 19,399 41,348 40,570 19,804 98% 48% 405 2% 506 
lowa--District Court6 6 ••...• 2,088 13,622j 18,13sJ 17,44aJ 15,0324 96%J l,41oJ 1 a.:;~ 86gj 
Kansas--District Court ••••• 1,714 4,197j 10,944 11,31oJ 3,831J -366j -9%J 639 
New Jersey--Superigr Court 

(Law Division) •••••••••• 5,374 29,495 22,980 23,166 29,309 10n 128% -186 -1% 428 
Ilorth Dakota--Di strict 

Court6 .................. 462 1,22? 1,196 97% (31) 266 
Oklahoma--District cogrt6 ••• 2,170 29,901 23,692 21,839 31,764 92% 134% 1,863 6% 1,092 
Oregon--Circuit Court ••••• 1,910 7,415 19,077 17,787 8,705 93% 46% 1,290 17% 999 
South Dakota--Circuit Court6. 485 2,809 3,521 125% (-712) 579 
Wisconsin--Circuit cour~6 ••• 3,347 13,176 13,562 103% (-386) 394 
Wyoming--District Court •••• 325 698 1,732 1,666 764 96% 44% 66 9% 533 - - - -- - - - - - - -- - -- - - -- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - - - - --
Arizona--Superior Court7 ••• 1,926 6,038 13,970 12,343 7,665 88% 55% 1,627 27% 725 
Ca1ifornia--Superior cou~t' •• 17,281 57,932 51,190 88% (6,742) 335 
Co10rado--District Court ••• 2,080 12,477 9,596 77% (2,881 ) 600 
District ~f Co1umbia--Superior 

494 1,094 3,818 3,395 1,517 89% 40% 423 39'.t 773 Court ........... ,. ..... 
F10rlda--Circuit Court ••••• 7,381 125,412 101,450 a1% (2~,962) 1,699 
Georgia--Superior cou~t7 •••• 3,818 15,652i 31,987i 29,125i 17,156i 9a1 54%; l,504i 10%i 838i 
Hawaii--Circuit Court

7 
•••••• 689 3,081 1,916 1,612 3,386 84% 177% 305 10% 278 

ldaho--District Court
7 

•••••• 637 1,245 3,085 2,932 1,398 95% 45% 153 12% 484 
Maine--Superior Court •••••• 803 1,745 2,915 2,555 2,105 88% 72% 360 21% 363 
Montana--District court7

7 
•••• 555 2,217ij 3,955ij 87%ij (597)ij 

400 .. 
Nebraska--District Court .~. 1,123 4,552 40S1J 
Ohio--Court of Common P1ea~ • 7,703 7,643 39,215 37,189 9,669 95% 25% 2,026 27% 509 
Washington--Superior Court • 2,991 14,743 493 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- -- - - - - -- --- - - ---- - - - -- - - - -
Puerto Rico--Superior cgurt8• 1,975 7,395 10,927 10,781 7,541 99% 69% 146 2% 553 
Virgin;a--Circuit Court •••• 3,872 36,378 34,809 96% (1,569) 940 
- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -- - - - - - --- - - - ~ - - -- - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - - - -
Minnesota--District Court9 •• 2,905 9,254 7,432 80% (1,822) 319 
North Caro1ina--Superior 

Court9 .................. 4,219 10,142 36,830 36,169 10,803 98% 29% 661 7% 873 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 
Vermont--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• 366 1,158 3,127 3,208 1,077 103% 34$ -81 -7% 854 

Superior Court6 ••••••••• 8 31 31 8 100% 26'); 0 0% 8 
District Court 6 •••••••• 1,150 3,096 3,177 1,069 103% 35% -81 -7% 846 

- - --- -- - - - - - - ---- --- - - -- --- -- - - - ---- - - - - - - --- - --- - - - - - - - -- - - --- --
Michigan--STATE TOTAL7 •••••• 6,507 11,561 43,360 

Recorder'~ Court of 
2,945 12,747 Detroit •• , ••••••••••• 

Circuit Court •••••••••• 8,616 30,613 
Texas--District Court and 7 

Criminal District Court. 9,923 51,111 82,454 

Note: All available data that are at least 90% complete a,'e 
entered in the table. Blank spaces indicate that 
either the data were unavailable or less than 90% 
complete, or that the calculations were inappropriate. 

6 The criminal case unit of count is the number of 
informations, indictments or complaints. 

7 The criminal case unit of count is the number of 
defendants on the information, indictment or complaint. 

8 The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
9 The criminal case unit of count is inconsistent statewide. 

iData are incomplete: 
Georgia--Superior Court--Data were unavailable from Cobb 

County. 

40,601 

11,720 
28,881 

74,079 

14,320 94'1 33'.t 2,759 24% 

3,972 92% 31% 1,027 35% 
10,348 94% 34% 1,732 20% 

59,846 90% 73% 8,735 17% 

Nebraska--District Court--Data were unavailable from 
W~bster and Valley Counties. 

666 

196 
471 

831 

jExp1anation of data included in the category: 
lowa--District Court--Data include some appeals. Pending 

data include indictable misdemeanor cases. 
Kansas--Pending and disposed figures include criminal 
appeal cases. I,' 

Nebraska--District Court--Figures include a few 
misdemeanor cases. 
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TABLE31: 
Misdemeanor caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting misdemeanor case/oad. Disposed and end 
pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 adult population. 

State and court title 

COMPLETE STATE DATA 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Guam--Superior Court6 .~ ••••• 
Il1inois--Circuit CourtO •••• 
Iowa--District Court6 ~ •••••• 
Kansas--District Court ~ •••• 
Oklahoma--District CourtO •• , 

Co10rado--County Court7 ••••• 
Distric; of Co1umbia--Superior 

Court •••••••••••• , ••••••• 
F10rida--Count~}' Court ••• , •• 
Washington--District Court ., 

State 
population 

As percent 
of filed 

in Begin End 01 s- End 
thousands ..t:p!:,!en.:.::d:.:.,i n::.;gL--!F-!i,!;l e:::d~-!:.D.!..:i s~p~os~e:.:::d,--~pe:.!.n~d.!..:i n,!;!.9 posed pending 

477 .. 
8,178 124,8761J 
2,OBB 
1,714 4,36si 
2,170 19,733 

2,080 13,128 

494 4,467 
7,381 
2,991 

647 
523,29&1 
79,251 
14,984 
37,822 

38,400 

17,184 
184,342 
83,748 

575. 
519,524J 
81,600. 
17,821J 
33,496 

34,031 

19,252 
163,574 

449 104%j 
140,6B9ij 997, 

103% 
2,587j 

24,070 89% 

17,497 89% 

2,399 112% 
89% 

69% 

64% 

46% 

14% 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

A1aska--STATE TOTAL ••••••••• 
Superior Court6 ••••••••• 
District Court6 •• ~ •••••• 
Magistrate's Court ••••• 

North Dakota--STATt TOTAL •• , 
District Court ••••••••• 
County Court w~th Increased 

Jurisdiction •••• ~ •••• 
County Justice CourtO ••• 

Vermont--STATE TOT~L ••••••••• 
Superior court

6 
••••••••• 

District Court ••••••••• 

Ca1ifornia--STATE TOTAL •••••• 
Justice Court7 , ••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••• 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL, ••••••••• , 
District Court •• , •••••• 
Magistrate's Court ••••• 

Puerto Rico--STATE TOTAL •••• 
Superior Court8 ••••••••• 
Di!:trict Court8 ........ . 

New Hampshire--STATE TOTAL •• 
District Court9 ••••••••• 
Municipal Court9 •••••••• 

Hawaii--STATE TOTAL ••••••••• 
Circuit Court7 •••••••••• 
District Court8 ••••••••• 

Maine--STATE TOTAL
7 
•••••••••• 

Superior Court
6 

••••••••• 
District Court ••••••••• 

IIlCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

Arkansas--Municipal Court6 •• 
City Court, Police Court 

and Justice of the 
Peace Court ••••••••••• 

270 

462 

366 

17,281 

637 

3,166 
o 

3,166 

5,782 
37 

5,745 

1,975 15,487 
6,634 
8,853 

663 

689 
621 

803 
1,379 

1,614 

13,759 
11 

11,961 
1,787 

14,333 
29 

11,281 
3,023 

15,013 
o 

15,013 

594,269 
53,513 

540,756 

23,755 
220 

23,535 

52,628 
9,762 

42,866 

34,173 
33,157 
.1,016 

438 

28,399 
2,083 

26,316 

99,9D8i 

1,382 

15,043 
21 

11 ,970 
3,052 

15,OB3 
o 

15,OB3 

537,698 
48,353 

489,345 

23,328 
227 

23,101 

53,696 
10,063 
43,633 

20,461 
582 

19,879 

27,338 
2,282 

25,056 

106 

7n 

105% 
72'1. 

106'/, 
lOa 

3,096 100'1. 
o 

3,096 100'1. 

90'1. 
90'1. 
90'1. 

6,209 9B'1. 
30 103% 

6,179 98'/, 

14,419 102% 
6,333 103% 
8,086 102'/, 

2a 

21% 

26% 
14% 
26% 

27% 
65'/, 
19% 

477 133% 10n 

1,180 
96% 

110% 
95% 

change 1n 
pending 

Number Percent 

Flled (dis
posed) per 
100,000 
population 

-28 
(3,774)j 

(-2,349) . 
-l,78jJ 
4,337 

-6% 

4,369 33% 

-2,068 -46% 
20,768 

(405) 

(-710) 
(8) 

(-689) 
(-29) 

-70 
o 

-70 

(56,571 ) 
(5,160) 

(51,411) 

427 
-7 

434 

-1,068 
-301 
-767 

-144 

11,061) 
-199 

(1,260) 

7% 
-19% 

B'1. 

-7% 
-5'/, 
-9% 

-23% 

-14% 

6,39gJ 
3,796 

874 
1,743 

1,846 

3,479 
2,498 
2,800 

5,096 
4 

4,430 
662 

3,102 
6 

2,442 
654 

4,102 

4,102 

3,439 
310 

3,129 

3,729 
35 

3,695 

2,665 
494 

2,170 

5,154 
5,001 

153 

(2,949) 
64 

(2,885) 

3,537 
259 

3,277 

6,190i 

I 

State and court title 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA: (con't.) 

Indiana--Superior Cgurt and 
Circuit Co~rt •••••••• 

County Court ••••••••••• 
Municipa! Court of Marion 

County ~ •••••••••••••• 
City Court

6 
••••••••••••• 

Town Court ••••••••••••• 

Louisiana--City Court and Parish 
Court and Municipal 
Court6 ••••• ~ •••••••••• 

District Court ......... 

Massachusetts--O~strict Court 
Department ••••••••••• 

Housing Cour~ 
Department ••••••••••• 

Juvenile Court 
Department6 ••••••••••• 

Superi or Court 
Department6 ••••••••••• 

Boston Munic~pal Court 
Department ••••••••••• 

Missouri--Circuit Court6 •••• 
Rhode Island--Superior 

Court6 ••••• ~ •••••••••• 
District Court ••••••••• 
Municiplll Court6 ........ 

Utah--Juvenile Court6 ••••••• 
Circuit Court6 •••••••••• 
Justice Court6 •••••••••• 
District Court6 ••••••••• 

Wisconsin--Circuit Court6 •• 
Municipal Justice Court~. 

State 
population 

in Begin End 
thousands LR=-=en.:.::d~i n::,;gL-,.!.F,.!.i ~1 e~dc--'!.Di!..:!s!E.p~os~e~d_.Jp?!!e~nd~il!!2ng 

3,872 

2,874 

4,247 

3,555 

704 

921 

3,347 

19,269 

29,020 

51,109 

50,309 

35,704 

208,026j 

5,258 

29 

46,654 

37,507 

31,206 

44,207i 38,804i 

31 ,944J 31 .522j 

319 
l1,604J 

35,633 35,959 

23,724 

41 ,822 

As percent 
of filed 

[11 s- End 
posed pending 

9a 49% 

75% 83% 

87% 

99%j 

loa 

Change 1n 
pending 

Number Percent 

4,455 23% 

12,802 44% 

(4,498) 

(5,403)i 

(422)j 

(-326) 

Flied (d1S
posed) per 
100,000 
popul aU on 

1,320 

1,299 

1,242 

4,89a.i 

124 

l,244 i 

4,53a.i 

35 
l,26oJ 

1,065 

- - -- - --- - - - - - - - - -- --- --- - - - ----- -- - - - - - - - --- - - -- - -- - - - --- - - - --- -Arizona--Superior Court7 •••• 
Justice of the Peace 

Court7 ••••••• , •••••••• 
City Magistrates ••••••• 

Georgia--Superior Court7 •••• 
State C~urt and County 

Court •••• , ••••••••••• 
Probate Court , ••••••••• 
Municipal Court ., •••••• 
Magistrate's Court' ••••• 

KentuckY--Distric~ Court7 ••• 
Circuit Court •••••••••• 

Michigan--Rec~rder's Court of 
Dp,troit ••• , •••••••••• 

District Court ••••••••• 
Municipal Court7 •••••••• 

Montana--District Court7 •••• 
Justice Court and City 

Court and Municipal 
Court ........................... .. 

Nevada--Justice coul t 7 •••••• 
Municipal cour, •••••••• 
District Court ••••••••• 

Ohio--County Caurt7 ••••••••• 
Municipal caul t 7 •••••••• 
Mayor's Court •••••••••• 

1,926 

3,818 

2,579 

6,507 

555 

584 

7,703 

115 

9,926i 
33,066 

8,552i 

2,461 
33,167 

84 

19,211 i 
90,374 

16,754i 

90,609 

180,627 

6,389 

554 

28,139 
36,540 

130 

20,491 i 
64,593 

15,796i 

79,761 

162,010 

5,997 

26,454 26,727 
295,051 292,231 

107 

69 

8,6461 
58,847 

8,170i 

2,188 
35,987 

155% 

10ni 
7a 
94%i 

88% 

90'1. 

94% 

1'0]% 
99% 

8% 
12% 

-46 

-1 ,280i 
25,781 

-382i 

(lO,848) 

(18,617) 

(392) 

4 

998i 
4,692 

-439i 

2,373 

7,004 

98 

100 

4,818 
6,257 

-273 -11% 343 
2,820 9% 3,830 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 31: 
Misdemeanor caseload for trial courts, 1980. (continued) 

State 
population 

As per(:~'nt 
of filed 

State and court title in 8egin End Dis- End 

Change 1n 
pending 

Fil ed (di s
posed) per 
100,000 
popul ati on thousands ..r::p:::.e n!!:d:.,:i.:.:.n gL-....:F....:i"-!,l::.;e d~--=D;..:.i "'s p""o.::;se:,.:d'----t:.pe::..:n.:,::d""i n=g posed pending Number Percent 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA: (con't.) 

PennsYlvania--Philade~phia 
Municipal Court •• , ••• 

Court of Common Pleas •• 
Pi ttsburgh Ci P' 

Magistrates •••••••••• 

Texas--District Court and 
crimi9al District 
Court •••••••••••••••• 

County Court at Law and 
const~tutional County 
Court •••••• , ••••••••• 

Municipal Court •••••••• 
Justice of the Peace 

Court7 •••••••••••••••• 

Virginia--Circuit Court8 •••• 
District Court8 ••••••••• 

Minnesota--District Court9 •• 
County Court9 •••••••• g •• 
County MUnicipal Court •• 

Delaware--cgurt of Common 
Pleas ....... ~ ....... . 

Alderman's Court ••••••• 
Justice of the Peace 

Court8 ••••• , •••••••••• 
Superior Court ••••••••• 

Ilew Mexico--Magistrate 
Court6 ••••• , •••••••••• 

District Court ••••••••• 

South Carol~na--Magistrate 
Court •••• 6 ........•.. 

Circuit Court 11 .•• ' .•.• 
Municipal Court ••••••• 

West Virginia--Magistrate 
Courtll ••• g ••••••••••• 

Circuit Court 1~"""" 
Municipal Court ....... 

8,742 5,413 

9,923 5,634 

3,872 

2,905 

428 1,147 

884 

2,178 

1,390 

33,925 

7,463 

147,081 

23,434 

1,942 
56,268 

9,529 

20,566 

20,844 

82,869 

42,901 

117,491 

Note: All available data that are 90% or more complete are 
entered in the table. 81ank spaces indicate that 
either the data were unavailable or less than 9m 
complete, or that the calculations were inappropriate. 

6 The criminal case unit of count is the number of 
informations, indictments or complaints. 

7 The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants 
on the information, indictment or complaint. 

S The criminal case unit of count is the number of,charges. 
9 The criminal case unit of count is inconsistent statewide. 

10 The criminal case unit of count is the number assigned at 
arraignment. 

11 The criminal case unit of count is the number of warrants 
issued. 

12 The criminal case unit of count is unknown. 

Data are incomplete: 
Arizona--Justices of the Peace Court--Data were 

unavailable from St. Johns, Snowflake, and Quartzsite 
Preci ncts. 

Arkansas--Munfcipal Court--Data were unavailable for the 
court located in Salem. 

34,030 

5,095 

22,335 

1,690 
50,798 

9,149 
1,598 

107,679 

5,078 

8,002 

1,527 

10m 

68% 

95% 

87% 
90% 

96% 

92% 

15% 

107% 

16% 

-335 

2,368 

(l,099) 

(252) 
(5,470) 

380 

(9,812) 

-6% 

42% 

33% 

388 

75 

1,482 

605 

67 
1,937 

2,226 
(373) 

4,805 

2,358 

3,805 

1,970 

8,453 

Georgia--Superior Court--Data were unavailable from Cobb 
County. 

I11inois--Circuit Court--Pending data do not include 
"conservation violations" which represent 2% of the 
fi1 fngs. 

Missouri--Circuit Court--Oata include only data from 
associate circuit judges. 

j Explanation of data included in category: 
Il1inois--Circuit Court--Data include ordinance 

Violations and preliminary hearings in Cook County. 
Kansas--District Court--Disposed and pending data include 

some criminal appeal cases. 
Massachusetts--District Court Department--These include 

OWl cases, and SOme felonY cases that have a 
maximum sentence of five years. 

Rhode Is1and--District Court--Data includes traffic 
cases not handled by the Administrative Adjudication 
Division of the Department of Transportation. 

Utah--Circuit Court--Data include preliminary hearings. 
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TABLE 32: 
Combined felony and misdemeanor caseload, 1980. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings, Courts reporting felony, misdemeanor, or felony! misdemeanor 
caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending, Filed per 
100,000 adult population. 

State and court title 

COMPLETE STATE DATA 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: . 
Guam--Superior Court6 .S ...•• 
Il1inois--Circuit Court •••• 
Iowa--District Court6 6 ....•. 
Kansas--District Court 6 ••••• 
Missouri--Circuit Court •••• 
Ok1ahoma--District Court6 ••• 

State 
popUlation 

in 8egin End 
th au sa nds ..r::p::.;e n~d:.:.i !.!,ln9L-...:,F...:,i.:.;1 e::.::d:.--=.D.!,:i s~p:::.os:..:e:.:::d,---X.:pe::.!:n:::.d.!.!i n!>!9 

8,178 
2,088 
1,714 
3,555 
2,170 

953 
144,275i 
28,882j 
8,56sJ 

49,634 

750 
564,646, 
97,386J 
25,928 
65,867j 
61,514 

1,028 
560,094, 
99,04~ 
29,13H 
58,76Bl 
55,335 

675 
160,493i 
27,16oJ 
6,41 aJ 

55,834 

As percent 
of ffled 

ois- End 
~ed pending 

137% 
99% 

102%j 

89:tJ 
90% 

9m 

91% 

Change 1n 
pending 

Number Percent 

Flled (d1S
posed) per 
100,000 
population 

-278 
(4,552) , 
-1, 722~ 
-2,147J 

(7,099)j 
6,200 

-29% 

-6%j 
-25%j 

13% 

6,904, 
4,664J 
1,513 
l,85JJ 
2,835 

- - -- - - -- - - - -- -- - - - - - - -- - -- - -- - - -- - - -- - - - -- - - - - - -- --- - - - - - - - -- - - - -
Connecticut--Superior Court7• 
Distric; of Columbia--Superior 

Court .................. .. 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Alaska--STATE TOTAL ••••••••• 
Superior Court6 ••••••••• 
District Court6 •• {; •••••• 
Magistrates' Court ••••• 

North Dakota--STAT~ TOTAL ••• 
District Court ••••••••• 
County with In~reased 

Jurisdiction •••• ~ •••• 
County Justice CourtO ••• 

South Caro1ina--STATE TOTAL. 
Circuit Court, County 

Court, and Civ~l and 
Criminal Court6 ••••••• 

Magistrate Cour~ ••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••• 

Vermont--STATE TOT~L •••••••• 
Superior Court ••••••••• 
District Court6 ••••••••• 

2,285 10,477 

494 5,561 

270 

462 

2,178 

366 

7,790 

4,324 • 
8 

4,316 

108,948 

21,,002 

14,665 
917 

11,961 
1,787 

15,560 
1,256 

11 ,281 
3,023 

159,917 

34,147 
82,869 
42,901 

18,140 
31 

18,109 

98,649 

22,647 

1,382 

16,239 
1,217 

11 ,970 
3,052 

33,722 

18,291 
31 

18,260 

13,395 91% 

3,916 108t 

8,215 

4,173 
8 

4,165 

77% 

104t 
97% 

106% 
101% 

99% 

101% 
100% 
101% 

12% 

19% 

24% 

23t 
26% 
23% 

2,918 

-1,645 

(-5)i 

(405) 

(-679) 
(39) 

(-689) 
(-29) 

425 

-151 
o 

-151 

28% 

-3m 

5% 

-4% 

-4% 

4,768 

4,251 

5,431 
340 

4,430 
662 

3,368 
272 

2,442 
654 

7,342 

1,568 
3,805 
1,970 

4,956 
8 

4,948 

- - - - - - - - -- ---- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - ----- -- - - - - - - - -- - --- -- - - - - --- - - - - - ---
Ca1ifornia--STATE JOTAL ••••• 

Superior cour; ••••••••• 
Justice Court ~ ••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••• 

Co10rado--STATE TOJAL ••••••• 
District Cou~t ••••••••• 
County Court ••••••••••• 

F10rida--STATE TOJAL •••••••• 
Circuit cour; •••••••••• 
County CoUrt ••••••••••• 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• 
District Court7 ••••• , ••• 
Magistrate's Division' •• 

Kentucky--STATE T9TAL ••••••• 
Circuit Court •••••••••• 
District Court7 ••••••••• 

Washington--STATE JOTAL ••••• 
Superior Court ••••••••• 
District Court7 ••••••••• 

17,281 

2,080 

7,381 

637 

2,579 

2,991 

13,128 

7,027 
1,282 
5,745 

652,201 
57,932 
53,513 

540,756 

50,877 
12,477 
38,400 

309,754 
125,412 
184,342 

26,840 
3,305 

23,535 

191,789 
11,162 

180,627 

98,491 
14,743 
83,748 

588,888 
,51,190 
48,353 

489,345 

43,627 
9,596 

34,031 

265,024 
101,450 
163,574 

26,260 
3,159 

23,101 

171 ,465 
9,455 

162,010 

17,497 

7,607 
1,428 
6,179 

9m 
88% 
9O:t 
90t 

86t 
77% 
89% 

86t 
81% 
89% 

98% 
96% 
98% 

89% 
85% 
90% 

46% 

28% 
43% 
26% 

(63,313) 
(6,742) 
(5,160) 

(51,411 ) 

(7,250) 
(2,881 ) 

4,369 

(44,730) 
(23,962} 
(20,768) 

580 
146 
434 

(20,324) 
(1,707) 

(18,617) 

33% 

3,774 
:l35 
310 

3,129 

2,446 
600 

1,846 

4,197 
1,699 
2,498 

4,214 
519 

3,695 

7,437 
433 

7,004 

3,293 
493 

2,800 

- - --- - - --- --- - ------------------------- - - - ---------- - --- - ------ - -
Puerto Rico--STATE TOTAL •••• 

Superior Court8 ••••••••• 
District Court8 ••••••••• 

1,975 22,882 
14,029 
8,853 

63,555 
20,689 
42,866 

64,477 
20,844 
43,633 

109 

21,960 
13,874 
8,086 

101% 
101% 
102% 

35t 
67% 
19% 

-922 
-155 
-767 

-4% 
-1% 
-9% 

3,218 
1,048 
2,170 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 32: 
Combined felony and misdemeanor caseload, 1980. (continued) 

State 

State and court title 
population 

in Begin End 
thou sands .t:.p:::.:en.:::d:.:..i n:.:.;gL-..,:.F..,:.i.:.;l e:.:d'-.--=.D 1.:..:' s""P:::.:O s:.:e",d_...Jp:.:e",n!!!!!9. 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction (con't.) 

New Hampshire--STATE TOTAL •• 
Superior Court9 ••••••••• 
District Court9 ••••••••• 
Municipal Court9 •••••••• 

663 38,125 
3,952 

33,157 
1,016 

4,322 

As percent 
of filed 

D1S- End 
posed pending 

109% 

Change 1n 
pending 

Number Percent 

Fll ed (di 5-
posed) per 
100,000 
population 

5,750 
596 

5,001 
153 

- - - - - - - - - --- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - ----- ---- - - - -- - -- - - - ---- --- - - - -
Hawaii--STATE TOT~L ••••••••• 

Circuit Court •••••••••• 
District Court8 ••••••••• 

Maine--STATE TOTAL
7 
•••••••••• 

Superior Court ••••••••• 
District Court6 ••••••••• 

New Mexico--STATE 70TAL ••••• 
District Court ~ •••••••• 
Magistrate Court ••••••• 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

Arkansas--Circuit Cgurt6 •••• 
MUnicipal Court •••••••• 
City Court, Police Court 

and Justice of the Peace 
Court6 •••••••••••••••• 

Indiana--Superior Cgurt and 
Circuit Court •••••••• 

County Court6 ••••••••••• 
Municipal Court of Marion 

County6 .............. . 
City Court and Town 

Court6 •••••••••••••••• 

Louisiana--District Court6 •• 
City Court, Parish Court 

and Municipal Court6 •• 

Massachusetts--SMperior Court 
Department •••••••••••• 

District Court 
Department6 •••••••••••• 

Boston Municipal Court 
Department6 •••••••••••• 

Housing Cour~ 
Department ••••••••••• 

Juvenile Cou~t 
Department ••••••••••• 

New Jersey--Superior Court 
(Law givision) and County 
Court •••••••••••• ~ ••• 

County District CourtO •• 
Municipal Court6 ........ 

Tennessee--Cir~uft Cgurt and 
Criminal Court ••••••• 

Justice of the Peace 
Court6 •••••••••••••••• 

Utah--District Court6 ••••••• 
Juvenile Cour~6 ••••••••• 
Circuit Court

6 
.......... 

Justice Court •••••••••• 

Wisconsin--Circuit Court6 .~. 
Municipal Justice Court. 

689 
3,702 

803 
3,124 

884 
2,882 

1,614 6,098 

3,872 24,694 
19,269 

29,020 

2,874 

4,247 

5,374 29,495 

3,292 

921 

3,347 

2,354 

34,361 
4,998 

29,363 

26,030 
5,186 

20,844 

11 ,037 
99,908i 

44,031 
51,109 

50,309 

35,704 

208,026j 

5,258 

29 

22,980 

31,462 

2,468 
319 

11 ,604J 

48,809 

22,073 
2,194 

19,879 

32,444 
4,837 

27,607 

5,467 

10,367 

39,600 
46,654 

37,507 

31,206 

23,166 

2,350 

49,521 

110 

3,863 

3,285 

2,601 

6,883 

29,125 
23,724 

41,822 

29,309 

93% 

94% 
97% 
94% 

105% 

94% 

90% 
9a 

75% 

87% 

loa 

95% 

loa 

164% 

66% 

50% 

62% 

66% 
46% 

83% 

128% 

161 

(1,917) 
161 

(l,756) 

785 

4,431 
4,455 

12,802 

(4,498) 

(118) 

H12) 

4% 

5% 

-10% 

13% 

18% 
23% 

44% 

-a 

(3,227) 
342 

(2,885) 

4,279 
622 

3,657 

2,945 
587 

2,358 

684 
6,190i 

1,137 
1,320 

1,299 

1,242 

4,898j 

124 

428 

956 

268 
35 

1 ,260.1 

1,458 

I 
1 
! 
I 
I 

, I 
t 
I . ~ I 

1l 

~ i 
11 I J 

II 
.1 , 
j 
1 

I 
i 

State and court title 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA (con't.) 

Wyoming--District Court6 •••• 
County Court and Jus~ice 

of the Peace Court ••• 

State 
population 

in Begin End 
thousands .o;;.p.;;.;en,,-,d,-,-i~ng,---,-F-,-i.;..l e;:;.;d:....--=.D.:..;i s::.cp~o::.:se:.::d,--....r.;pe:::;n",d.:.:i n.:.i/.g 

325 698 1,732 1,666 764 

As percent 
of filed 

D1 s- End 
posed pending 

96% 44% 

Change in 
pending 

Number Percent 

66 10% 

Filed (dlS
posed) per 
100,000 
popul ati on 

533 

- -- ---- ------ --- - - -- - --- - - - -- - - - - ---- ~ -- -- - - - - - - - ---- - - ------ - -- -
Arizona--Superior Court7 •••• 

JUstice~ of the Peace 
Court ....... ,. ....... 

City Magistrates ••••••• 

Georgia--Superior Court7 •••• 
State C9urt and County 

Court •••• ) ••••••••••• 
Probate Court ) ••••••••• 
Municipal Court .~ ...... 
Magistrate's Court ••••• 

Michigan--Clrcuit Court7 •••• 
Recorder'~ Court of 

Detroit ••• ~ •••••••••• 
District Court ••••••••• 
Municipal Court7 •••••••• 

Montana--Distrfct
7
Court7 •••• 

Justice Co~rt •••••••••• 
City Court ... , ........ . 
Municipal Court ...... .. 

1.926 6,153 

9.926i 
33,066 

3.818 24.006i 

6.507 8.616 

555 958 

Nevada--Justice couft7 •••••• 584 
Municipal cour; •••••••• 
District Court ••••••••• 

New York--Supreme 90urt and 
County Court •••••••••• 12.870 

Criminal Cour; of the City 
of New York ••••••• , •• 

Town and V111a~e Court • 
District C9urt ••••••••• 
City Court .......... ". 

Ohio--Court of C9mmon Plea'). 
County Court T ........ 
Municipal Couft •••••••• 
Mayor's Court •••••••••• 

PennsYlvani,--Court of Common 
Pl eas ••••• ~ •••••••••• 

Phl1adeJphia Municipal 
Court •••••••••••••••• 

!'atsburgh CIY 
Magistrates ••• , •••••• 

Texas--District Court and 
Crimi9al District 
Court .......••..••.•. 

7.703 7,643 
2.461 

33.167 

8,742 27.885j 

5.413 

9.923 56.745 

14.054 

19.211 i 
90.37~ 

48,741 1 

90.609 

30.613 

19.136 

2,771 

28.139 
36.540 

35.026 

39.215 
26.454 

295,051 

65,782j 

33,925 

89,917 County Court at Law. and 
const~tutlonal County 
Court •••••••••••••••• 

Justice
7
0f the Peace 160.897ij 147,081 

Court •••••• , •••• ~ •••• 
Municipal Court •••••••• 

12.473 

20,491 i 
64.593 

44.921 1 

79.761 

28.881 

17.717 

2.631 

34,966 

37.189 
26.727 

292.231 

54.982j 

34.030 

79.174 

7.734 89% 

8.6461 107%i 
58.847 7a 

25.326i 92%1 

88% 

10.348 94% 

93% 

1.098 95% 

9.669 
2,188 

35.987 

31.953j 

5.078 

67.488 

100% 

95% 
lOa 

99% 

84%j 

100% 

88% 

159.076ij 180.588ij 

55% 

45%i 
65% 

52%i 

34% 

40% 

25% 
8% 

12% 

49%j 

15% 

75% 

1.581 26% 

-1,2801 -13%i 
25,781 78% 

1,3201 6%i 

10.848 

1.732 20% 

(1.419) 

140 15% 

(60) 

2.026 27% 
-273 -11% 

2.820 9% 

4,068j 15%j 

-335 -6% 

10.743 19% 

730 

998; 
4.692 

1,2771 

2.373 

471 

294 

499 

4.818 
6,257 

272 

509 
343 

3.830 

753j 

388 

906 

1.482 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ ~ w _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Virginia--Circuit gourt8 •••• 
District Court ••••••••• 1.545 

3.872 59,812 57,144 96% (2,668) 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 32: 
Combined felony and misdemeanor caseload, 1980. (continued) 

State and court title 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA (con't.) 

Minnesota--District Court9 •• 
County Court9 •••••••• 9 .. 
County Municipal Court •• 

North Carolina--Superior 
Court9 ••••• 9 .......... 

Dist.rict Court ••••••••• 

Oregon--Circuit C~MrtlO ••••• 
Justice Court ••••••••• 
District CourtlO •••••••• 

Delaware--Superior Court7 .,. 
Court of Common Pleas8 •• 
Justice of the Peace 

Court8 ••••••• ~ •••••••• 
Alderman's Court , •••••• 
Municipal COHrt of 

Wilmington ••••••••••• 

Maryland--Circuit Court6 •••• 
District Court7 ••••••••• 

Nebraska--District Court7 ••• 
County Court6 ., ••••••••• 
Municipal Court •••••••• 

Rhode Island--Superior 
Court7 ••••• 6 ......... . 

District Court ••••••••• 
Municipal Court6 ........ 

West Virginia--Magistrate 
Courtll ••• g •....•..•.. 

Cir:uit Court 12 .••••..• 
Mumcipal Court ....... 

State 
population 

in 
thousands 

2,905 

4,219 

1,910 

428 

3,049 

1,123 

704 

1,390 

Begin 
eending 

10,142 

7,415 

l,181j 
1,147 

Filed 

11,196 
56,268 

36,830 

19,077 

2,931 
9,529 

20,566 

34,412 

4,552i 

3,667, 
31,944J 

117,491 

Note: All available data that are at least 90% complete are 
entered in the table. Blank spaces indicate that 
either the data were unavailable or less than 90% 
complete, or the calculations were inappropriate. 

Diseosed 

9,122 
50,798 

36,169 

.17,787 

2,97oj 
9,149 

1,598 

37,108 

3,955i 

3,462, 
31,522J 

107,679 

End 
eending 

10,803 

8,705 

l,326j 
1,527 

As percent 
of filed 

01s-
e'osed 

8n 
90% 

98% 

93% 

96% 

108% 

87%i 

94% 
99xj 

92% 

End 
eendin9 

29% 

46% 

16% 

Change 1n Flled (d1s-
eending posed) per 

100,000 
Number Percent eOEulation 

(2,074) 
(5,470) 

661 

1,290 

14sj 
380 

(-2,696) 

(597)i 

(2051. 
(422)J 

(9,812) 

n 

17% 

12j;j 
33% 

385 
1,937 

873 

999 

685 
2,226 

4,805 
373 

1,129 

405i 

521 
4,53a.i 

8,453 

Nebraska--District Court--Data were unavailable from 
Webster and Valley Counties. 

Texas--County Court at Law--Pending and disposed figures 
do not include traffic appeal cases. 

6 The criminal case unit of count is the number of 
informations, indictments or complaints. 

j E~,planation of data included in the category: 

7 The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants 
on the information, indictment or complaint. 

8 The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
9 The criminal case unit of count is inconsistent statewide. 

10 The criminal case unit of count is the number assigned at 
~rraignment. 

11 The criminal case unit of count is the number of warrants 
issued. 

12 The criminal case unit of count is unknown. 

Incomplete state data: 
Alaska--Superior Court--Disposed and pending data do not 

include misdemeanors. 
Arixona--Justices of the Peace Court--Data were 

unavailable from St. John's, Snowflake and Quartzite 
Precincts. 

Arkansas--Municipal Court--753 total cases from Salem 
could not be identified by case type. 

Georgia--Superior Court--Data were unavailable from Cobb 
County. 

III inoi s--Circuit Court--Pendin.g data do not i ncl ude 
"conservation violations" which represent 2% of the 
filings. 
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Delaware--Superior Court--Disposed and pending data 
include criminal appeal cases that are tried 
d!! novo. 

Iowa--District Court--Data include criminal appeals. 
Kansas--District Court--Disposed and pending data include 

some criminal appeal cases. 
Massachusetts--District Court Department--Data include 

OWl cases. 
Missouri--Circuit Court--Figures include municipal 

appeals. 
Pennsylvania--Court of Common Pleas--Data include 

criminal trial de novo for appeal. 
Rhode Island--District Court--Traffic cases not handled 

by the Administrative Adjudication Division of the 
Department of Transportation are included with 
misdemeanors. 

Texas--County Court at Law--Disposed and pending data 
include criminal appeals. , 

Utah--Circuit Court--Data include pre1imin~r,y hearings. 

TABLE 33: 
Ordinance violation caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
State population within unJt of count groupings. Courts reporting ordinance violations caseload. Disposed and end 
pendmg as a percent of flied Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 adult population. 

State 
popu1ati on 

State and court title in Begi n End 
thousands ",e""en.;.;d:.:.i,:,:.ng,,--_F:...;i~l.:::.e::.d _-,O::.!i~s:t:.eo::.:s~e:::.d_-I!:pe:!n~dC!.i n!!ll,9 

As percent 
of filed 

01s- End 

Change in 
Eending 

Filed (dis
posed) per 
100,000 
eopulation 

COMPLETE STATE DATA 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

I11inois--Circuit COMrt6 •••• 
Iowa--District Court ••••••• 
Utah--City Court6 ••••••••••• 

8,178 
2,088 48,368 

921 

84,594 
68,865 
22,761 

81,726 
77 ,340 39,893 

eosed eendi ng 

97% 
112% 58% 

Number Percent 

(2,868) 
-8,475 -18% 

1,034 
3,298 

- - - - - - - -- - - -- - - - - -- - -- - - --- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - -
District of Co1umbia--Superior 

Court7 .............. .. 
Florida--County Court7 ••••• 
Washington--Municipal Court'. 

494 
7,381 
2,991 

271 3,637 
75,914 
57,681 

3,647 
66,770 

261 100% 
88% 

-10 
(9,144) 

-4% 736 
1,029 
1,928 

- - - - - - - -- -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -- - - - - - -- - - - -- -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -- - - - - -
Hawaii--District Court8 ••••• 

3,286 
689 4,821 '22,696 22,643 4,768 100% 21% -53 -1% 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - -
South Caro11ra--Municipal 

Court •••••••••••.••• 2,178 45,836 2,104 
- - - - - - -- - - - - - -- -- - - - - - - -- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - --- -- - - - - - - - -- - - - -
Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Califomia--STATE T9TAL ..... 
~unicipal Court •••••••• 
Justice Court7 •••••••••• 

Pennsylvania--STATE TOTAL ~ •• 
District Justice Court' •• 
Pittsburgh City 

Magistrates' •••••••••• 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

Louisiana--City Court, Parish 
Court, Municipal Court 
and Traffic Court of 
New Orleans6 •••••••••• 

Mayor's Court6 •••••••••• 

17 ,281 57,173 
52,475 

8,742 
4,698 

265,686 
265,034 

652 

2,874 104,020 

42,865 75% 
3'3,944 74% 
3,921 83% 

(14,3081 331 
(13,531 ) 304 

(7771 27 
229,540 87% (35,494) 

3,039 
3,032 

7 

83,835 81% (20,185) 3,619 

- - - - --- - -- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - -
Michigan--Oistrict Court7 ••• 6,507 21,586 90,408 88,664 23,330 98% 26% 1,744 8% 1,389 Common P1,as Court of 

Detroit •••••••••••••• 
MuniCipal Court7 •••••••• 237 1,308 1,122 423 86% 32% 186 797; 20 Recorde~'; Court of 

Detr'olt .............. 149,526 38,805 28,215 160,116 73% 413% 10,590 7% 596 

- - - - -- - - - - - - - --- - - - - ---- - - - - - -- - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -
Puerto RiCO--Distri~t Court8• 

Municipal Court ••••••••• 
1,975 54 280 

Note: All available data that are at least 90% complete are 
entered in the table. Blank spaces indicate that 
either the data were Unavailable or less than 90% 
complete, or that the calculations were inappropriate. 

~ The c~1minal case unit of count is the number of 
informations, indictments or complaints. 

7 The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants 
on the information, indictment or complaint. 

113 

295 39 105% 14% -15 -28% 14 

8 ihe crim~nal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
9 The crim~nal case u~it of r.ount is inconsistent statewide. 

10 The cri~lnal case unit of ruunt is the number assigned at 
a:--ral gnment. 

11 The criminal case unit of count is the number of warrants 
issued. 

12 The criminal case unit of count is unknown. 
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TABLE 34: 
Preliminary hearing caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony preliminary caseload. Disposed and end 
pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 adult population. 

State and court title 

COMPLETE STATE DATA 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Iowa--District Court6 ••.•••••• 
Missouri--Circuit Court6 •••••• 

New Mexico--Magistrate Court6• 
Rhode Is1and--District Court6• 

State 
population 

in Begin End 
thousands .t:p.::;en~d:.!i.:.:.n;z,g _=-F i!..!l..::e.:::.d _...;D""i..::sl:.po::.;s:.::e:.::.d_-t::pe:.:.n:::d",i n=g 

2,088 
3,555 

884 
704 

28,353 

9,884 
7,878 

2,354 
23,648 

As percent 
of filed 

01S- End 
posed pending 

83::; 

thange 1n 
pending 

NUmber Percent 

(4,705) 

Flled (dis
posed) per 
100,000 
population 

(113) 
798 

1,118 
1,119 

- - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ _ _ u _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Co10rado--County Court7 ••••••• 2,080 2,732 2,732 100::; 131 District of Co1umbia--Superior 
court7• ...... • .. • .. ••• r 494 194 7,046 7,104 136 lOa 2::; -58 -30::; 1,426 Idaho--Magistrate's Divi,ion • 637 2,193 5,987 5,631 2,549 94::; 43::; 356 16::; 940 Kentucky--District Co~rt ••••• 2,579 26,505 24,712 93::; 11,793) 1,028 Nevada--Justice Court •••• , ••• 584 9,380 1,606 Washington--District Court ••• 2,991 10,324 345 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -
Hawaii--District Court8 ••••••• 689 933 (135) 

- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -
West Virginia--Magistrate 

(2,182) Courtl1 ................. 1,390 12,650 10,468 83::; 910 
Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

A1aska--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••• 270 1,760 1,352 77::; (408) 652 District court6 ••• 6 ........ 690 1,599 1,222 544 76::; 34::; -146 -2a 592 Magistrate's Court •••••••• 161 130 8a (31 ) 60 
Indiana--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• 3,872 1,15~ 5,9500 5,17~ 1,9300 87::;j 32::;j nsj 67%j 15~ Superior Court6 •••••••••••• 733 4,157 3,328. 1,562. 80::; 38:t 829 113%. 107 County Court6 •••••••••••••• 421j l,79Jj 1,846J 368J 103%j 21::;j -5Jj -l3%J 4G,j 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- -- -- - - - - - - - -- - - - - ---- - - - - - --
Ca1ifornia--STAT, TOTAL ••••••• 17,281 115,769 96,739 84::; (19,030) 670. Justice Court ., ••••••••••• 8,974 7,064 79% 11,910) 52 Municipal Court ••••••••••• 106,795 89,675 84% (17,120) 618 
Ohio--STATE TOT~L ••••••••••••• 7,703 5,653 53,328 53,701 5,280 lOa 10::; -373 -7% 692 County Court •• , ••••••••••• 278 4,769 4,560 487 96% 10::; 209 75% 62 Municipal Court ••••••••••• 5,375 48,599 • 49,141 4,793 lOa 10::; -582 -11::; 630 
Pennsylvania--STATE TOTAL ••••• 8,742 127,213 1,455 Philade}phia Municipal 

1,655 14,719 14,303 1,718 97% 12% 63 4::; 168 
Court .............. , .... 

District Justice Court •••• 103,792 93,132 90::; 110,660) 1,187 Pittsburgh Ciy 
8,702 100 

Magistrates ••••••••••••• 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -- - - - - - ---- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -
Puerto Rico--STATE TOTAL •••••• 1,975 10,084 17,293 18,545 8,832 107% sa -1,252 -l~ 876 Supertor Court8 •••••••••••• 153 732 729 156 100::; 2a 3 2::; 37 District Court8 •••••••••••• 9,931 16,561 17,816 8,676 108:t 52% -1,255 -13% 839 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - ." - -- -- - - - ---- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -- - - - --
New Hampshire--STATE TOTAL •••• 

District Court9~ ••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ......... .. 

663 3,856 
3,769 

87 

114 

582. 
569 
13 

State 
As percent Change iii Flled (dis-population 
of filed eending posed) per State and court title in Begin End 01S- End 100,000 thousands pending Filed Disposed eending posed pending Number' Percent eo!!ulation COMPLETE STATE DATA (con't.) 

North Dakota--STATE TOTAL ••••• 462 1,593 1,598 100::; (-5) 345 Coun~ Court with increased 
JUrisdictionlO•••••• fO••• 1,369 1,395 102::; (-26) 296 County Justice Court ••• 224 203 9a 21 48 -- - - - - - - - --- -- - - - - - - - -- - - - - ---- -- ---- - - - -- - - - - - ---- - - - - - ----- - - - -

South Carolina--STATE TOTAL •• 2,178 1,384 25,360 Magistrate Courtl1 ••••••••• 974 19,847 Municipal Court11 •••••••••• 410 5,513 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

AriZona--J~stices of the 
Peace ................... 1,926 3,806i 18,303i 

Oregon--District CourtlO •••••• 
Justice Court10 ............ 

1,910 1,419 11 ,690 

Nebraska--County co~rt6 •••••• 
MuniCipal Court ......... 

1,123 4,450 

Note: All available data that are at least 90::; complete are 
included in the table. Blank spaces indicate that 
either the data were unavailable or less than 90t 
complete, or the calculations were inappropriate. 

6 The criminal case unit of count is the number of 
informations, indictments, or complaints. 

7 The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants 
on the informaton, indictment, or complaint. 

8 The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
9 The cl"imina1 case unit of count is not consistent 

statewide. 
10 The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned 

to the information, indictment, or complaint at 
arraignment. 
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24,502 2,242 97% 9% 858 62::; 1,164 19,379 1,442 98% 7::; 468 48::; 911 5,123 800 93::; 15::; 390 95::; 253 

17,137i 4,972i 94::;i 27%i 1,166i 3ai 950i 
11,415 1,694 98::; 14::; 275 19% 612 

4,692 105::; (-242) 396 

11 The criminal case unit of count is the number of warrants 
issued. 

iData are incomplete: • 
Arizona--Justices of the Peace Court--No data were 

reported for St. John's, Snowflake, and QUartzsite 
PreCincts. 

JExp1anation of data included in the category: 
Indiana--County Court--Data include some mental health 

and extraordinary writ cases. 

~ 
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TABLE 35: 
Criminal appeals caseload for trial court~, 1980. .. . ~ . 
State adult population within unit of count groupings, Courts,reportln,g crl'!7lnal appeals caselQad Dlsp~sed and end 
pending as a percent of filed Number and percent change In pending. Filed per 100,000 adult population. 

State Change ln Flled (dis-

State and court title 
population End 

in Begin 

As percent 
of filed 

Di s- End 
pending posed) per 

100,000 
population thousands EP.=.!en~d!.!.i !!,lngL..!F.-!,i.!,!l e:::d~~D.!..:i s~p:!!;os~e:..::d_-t:;pe:!;n:::.d~i nag posed 'pending Number Percent 

COMPLETE STATE DATA 

Exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Alaska--Superior court6
6 
•••••• 

Arkansas--Circuit cour~ ••••• 
Kansas--District Court •••••• 
Maryland--Circuit Court6 ••••• 

New Jersey--Superior Court6 •• 
Oklahoma--Oistrict Court6 "6' 
Rhode Island--Superior Court. 
Utah--District CourtS •••••••• 

270 
1,614 2,777j 
1,714 
3,049 

5,374 739 
2,170 1,239 

704 
921 

64, 
5,39s.i 5,44OJ 

1,056 
4,379 4,437 

2,783 2,828 
423 323 
772 
330 203 

2,823j 99%oi 52%oi 4sJ ~j 
24 

337j 
62 

lOa (-58) 144 

694 102% 25% -45 -6% 52 
1,339 76% 317% 100 8% 19 

110 
62% (127) 36 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - -- - - - - - - - -
Arizona--Superior court7 ., ••• 1,926 474 1,893 1,876 491 99% 26% 17 4% 98 

17,281 2,488 2,166 87% (322) 14 California--Superior Court •• 
43 Delaware--Superior Court7 •••• 428 184 

(-202) 8 Florida--Circuit Court7 •••••• 7,381 563 765 136'l. 

Idaho--District Court7 , •••••• 637 98 67 88 77 13a 115'1. -21 -2a 11 
2,579 397 392 99% (5) 15 Kentucky--Circuit court

7 
••••• 

6,507 565 651 593 623 9a 96'1. 58 10% 10 Michigan--Circuit Court ., ••• 
2,991 3,187 107 Washington--Superior Court •• 

New Hampshire--Superior 
663 2,905 Court9 ••••••••••••••••• 3,327 115'1. (-422) 438 

North Carol~na--Superior 
Court ••••••••••••••••• 4,219 6,858 24,994 25,047 6,805 100% 27% -53 -1'1. 592 

Not exclusive court jurisdiction: 

Texas--County Court at Law and 
Constitutional County 
Court7 ••••••••••••••••• 9,923 61,079 616 

INCOMPLETE STATE DATA 

Massachuset~s--District 
4,247 

-35% 17 
Court ••••• 6 ...•....•.. 

959 711 1,044 626 147'1. 88% -333 Superior Court •••••• 12 •• 
Boston Municipal Court • 

North Dakota--District Court6• 462 21 40 190% (-19) 5 
County Court with Increased 

Jurisdiction6 •••••••••• 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- -- -- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -
Col orado--Di stri ct Court an~ 

Denvet' Superi or Court •• 2,080 427 
County Court7 •••••• , ••••• 

Nebraska--District Court •••• 1,123 l,793ij 
Pennsylvani,--Court of Common 

Pleas ••••••••••••••••• 8,742 2, 87~.i 15,271 i 

Note: All available data that are at least 90',1; complete are 
in the Table. Blank spaces indicate that either the 
data were unavailable or less than 90% complete, or 
that the calculations were inappropriate. 

6 The criminal case unit of count is the number of 
informations, indictments, or complaints. 

7 The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants 
on the information, indictment or complaint. 

8 The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
9 The criminal case unit of count is inconsistent statewide. 

12 The criminal case unit of count is unknown. 

iData are incomplete: 
Nebraska--District Court--Data were unavailable from 

Webster and Valley Counties. 

404 95% (23) 

l,654ij 92%ij (139)ij 

14,740i 3,758i 97',1;i 25%i 88Si 3l'.ti 

Pennsylvania--Court of Common Pleas--Trial de novo 
appeals are included in the felony/misdemeanor 
category. 

jExplanation of data inclUded in the category: 
Arkansas--Circuit Court--Figures include some original 

misdemeanor cases. 

21 

160ij 

175i 

Nebraska--District Court--Figures include civil appeals, 
although more than half of them were criminal appeals. 
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TABLE 36: Criminal disposition types for trial courts, 1980. 

Variations in court organization and subject 
matter jurisdiction: 

These tables display data for the general 
j!Irisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts that 
report manner-of-disposition data. In Table 36 
the states are grouped according to the unit used 
in counting criminal cases. 

Sources of data are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in definitions: 

Table 36 indicates the various units used in 
counting cases from state to state. Only a few 
states report sufficiently complete data to make 
between-state comparisons of the proportion of 
total caseload disposed by each manner of 
disposition. 

Appropriate analyses: 

All percentage calculations that were less 
than l~ but greater than 0% have been rounded up 
to 1%. All percentage calculations that were 
less than 0% but greater than -1% have been 
rounded down to -1%. 

Number and 
each manner 0 

117 

of cases for each manner of disposition by the 
total number of similar cases results in the 
proportions of cases disposed by each manner of 
disposition. These figures can be compared 
between courts that count cases in the same way 
(i.e., the same unit of count). 

Limitations on use: 

The distribution of the proportions of cases 
by different manners of disposition is affected 
by the method used for counting cases in the 
court. Dismissals will make up a higher 
percentage of dispositions in those courts that 
use a paper-based or charge-based count. Before 
making comparisons between states and courts, be 
sure that they both use the same unit of count. 

The distribution is also affected by the 
order with which procedures are carried out by 
the court and the prosecutor. The proportion of 
dismissals will be lower in courts that screen 
cases before filing them than in courts that 
screen cases after they are filed. 

In addition, care should be taken to ensure 
that a dismissal in one state means the same as a 
dismissal in another state. For example, some 
states may distinguish between dismissals by 
prosecutors and by judges, while others may treat 
them as the same. 

.:. 



-\ B 

\ 

-" 
.....J. 

00 

.. ~ 

TABLE 36: 
Criminal disposition types for trial courts, 1980. 
Courts reporting criminal disposition types. Pleas, total convictions, trial convictions, acquitted, nolle prosequi, and dismissed. 
Each disposition type as a percent of criminal dispositions. 

plea Trlal conviction Total conviction Acgulttal 
Total As As As As 

criminal percent percent percent percent 
State, court title, and unit of count di sposi- Total of dis- of dis- of dis- of dis-

tions* trl al s Number ~osed Number ~osed Number ~osed Number ~osed 

Informations, indictments, complaints 
Alaska--Superlor Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 787 1 1261 429 1 55%1 1021 13%1 531 1 67%1 171 2%1 
Kansas--District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 29,131 1,310. 14,807 51% 995 3% 15,802 54% 379 1% 
South Carolina--Cfrcuit Court •••••••••••••••• 33,722 1,496J 25,589 76% 1,161 3% 26,750 79% 335 1% 
Tennessee--Circuit Court and 

Criminal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 29,502j 18,247j 62%J l,970j 7%j 20,217j I'9%.i 799j 3%j 
Utah--Oistrict Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,3501 437 1 1,5531 66%1 

Circuit Court .............................. 29,590 4,265 11,714 40% 
Vermont--STATE TOTAL. ........................ 21,117 274 12,412 59% 

Superior Court ............................. 33 7 13 39% 
Di stri ct Court ............................. 20,084 267 12,399 62% 

Wxoming--Oistrict Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 1,666 322 863 52% 
Number of defendants 
Arlzona--Superlor Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 14,834 1,094 8,955 60% 
Ca 1 i forni a--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 730,658 74,274 424,292 58'£ 60,684j 8%j 484,976j 66%j l1,755j 2%~ 

Superior Court ............................. 53,356 7,900 38,531 72% 5,088. 10% 43,719. 82% 1,250j 2%J 
Justice Court .............................. 59,338 7,130 26,985 45% 5,154~ gtj 32,139J 54%j 1,843 3% 
Municipal Court ............................ 617,964 59,244 358,676 58'£ 50,442J 8%J 409,11s.l 56%J 8,663 1% 

Oelaware--Superfor Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 4,189 255 1,826 44% 146 3% 1,972 47% 51 1% 
District of Columbia--Su~erior Court ••••••••• 35.249 1,827 7,655 22% 1,023 3% 8,678 25% 498 1% 
Flori da--STATE TOTAL ......................... 331,7941 12,6411 122,6221 m~ 4, 7121 1%1 127,3341 38%1 4,8341J l't. 

Cfrcuit Court .............................. 101,450f 4,036i 22,559i 22%1 2,051i 2%i 24,61Of 24%i l,327i j 1%U 
County Court ............................... 230,344 8,605 100,063 43% 2,661 1% 102,724 45% 3,507j 2%J 

Hawafi--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,275 307 1,081 48% 
District Courtd •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 42,575i 10,318i 24%i 

Illinois--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 67!563i j 4,936i 22,601i 33%i 3,113i 5%i 25,714i 38%i l,823i 3%1 
Michigan--Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 29,474 1,949 12,595 43'£ 

Municipal Court ............................ 1,594 91 800 50% 
D; stri ct Court ............................. 285,996 11,033 80,736 28% 

Montana--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 2,361 130 1,667 71% 104, 4% 1,771 75% 26 1% 
New Jersey--Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••• 28,882; 2,403i 16,077i 56%; 1,5421 5%i 17 ,619i 61%1 1,080i 4%i 
New York--STATE TOTAL. ....................... 357,980 5,977 191,835 54% 3,777 1% 195,612 55% 2,408 1% 

Supreme Court and County Court ••••••••••••• 34,966 3,352 26,022 74% 2,490 7% 28,512 82% 1,031 3~ 
Criminal Court of the City of New york ••••• 178,333 1,053 82,466 46% 458 1% 82,924 46% 634 1% 
District Court and CitX Court •••••••••••••• 144,681 1,572 83.347 58% 829 1% 84,176 58'£ 743 1% 

Ohl0--STATE TotAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 409,848 20,513 164,473 40% 
Court of Common Pleas •••••••••••••••••••••• 37,189 3,957 14,230 38% 
County Court ............................... 31,287 2,180 10,843 35% 
Muni ci pa 1 Court ............................ 341,372 14,376 139,400 41% 

Pennsylvania--Court of Common Pleas •••••••••• 54,982 7,717 26,730 48% 
PhiladelohiaMunicjoal Court ••••••••••••••• 2~,182 2,930 4,272 15% 

"U", ""'''''' 

'. 

, l 

Nolle ~rosequi Dismissal 
AS As 

percent percent 
of dls- of dl s-

Number ~osed Number ~osed 

2091j 27%lj 
9,793 34% 

4,366 13'£ 1,728 5% 

l,878j 6%j 3,678j 12%j 
3601 15101 

6,722 23% 
5,615 27% 1,218 6% 

0 0% 3 9% 
5,615 28% 1,215 5% 

416 25% 

2,278J 15%J 793~ -m-
149,943~ 21%j 

6,221J 12%j 
9,168 15% 

134,554. 22%. 
... 

829 20% 52J l%J 
6,801 19% 2,401 7'J, 

98,1721J 30%IJ 
41,511~j 4l%ij 
55,561J 25%j 

540 24% 98 4% .. 
1,545; 4%i 5,261i j 12%IJ 

4,127 14% 
185 12% 

40,264. 14%. 
(j) (j) 599J 25%J 

lO,066i 35%1 
136,235 38% 

5,423 16% 
78,332 44% 
52,475 36% 
37,415 9% 
23,706 64% Q 

1,676 5% 5,870 19% 
66,648 20% 7,839 2% 

7,249 13% 
11,638 41% til. nnn ,,, .. ,., C:1n ~ ... 
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lexas--:'II\I~ IUIt\L. ••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••• .t;;'if,oJ.:7· J.ol.:JU·u" 
Oi stri ct Court and Cri mi na 1 

Oi stri ct Court ........................... 83,795 3,744 46,729 56% 
County Court at Law and Constitutional 

County Court ............................. 159,076 2,593. 
Municipal Court ............................ 421,492i 120,7201 
Justi ce of the Peace Court ••••••••••••••••• 270,456i 54,449i 

Vir9 inia--Circuit Court ...................... 57,499 18,183 23,806 41% 
Washington--Superior Court •••..•••••••••••••• 15,520 2,065 
Nu.ber of charges 
Puerto Rico--Super10r Court •••••••••••••••••• 21,573 4,670 6,521 30% 

District Court ............................. 61,744 8,424 14,334 23% 
No consistent definition/other 
Georgia--Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 44,921~ 4,2861 

20,466i 57%i North Carolina--Superior Court ••••••••••••••• 36,1691 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 353.478 40.135 129.604 37% 

Note: All available data are entered in the table and all appropriate calculations are 
included. Blank spaces indicate that either the data were unavailable or the 
calculations were inappropriate. 

* llle category data do not sum to the total dispOSitions due to other minor or 
unreported methods of dispositIons. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
Hawaii--District Court--The unit of count is the number of charges. 

iOata are not complete: 
Alaska--Superior Court--Oata are given for felony cases only. 
Florida--Circuit Court--Oata are given for felony cases only. 
Georgia--Superior Court--Oata were unavailable from Cobb County. 
Hawaii--Oistrict Court--Oata do not include preli.inary hearing cases. 
lllinois--Circuit Court--Oata are given for felony cases only. 
N~w Jersey--Superior Court (Law and Chancery Divisions)--Data are given for felony 

cases only. . 
North Carolina--Superior Court--Oata are given for felony cases only. 
Pennsylvania--Philadelphia Municipal Court--Data are given for misdemeanor 

"criminal" cases only. 
Texas--Municipal Court and Justice of the Peace Court--Oata contained in this table 

are based on an incomplete numher of monthly reports received. The reporting 
rates for the various courts were: Municipal Court--73%; Justice of the Peace 
Court--80%. 

, I 

... ·v 0, .... '" 

2,955 

967 
109,454i 
51,112i 

2,489 
2,771 

....... ,.. 

4% 49,684 59% 

1%. 
26%1 
19%i 

9.2181 59%i 

12% 9,010 42% 
4% 17.105 28% 

Utah--Oistrict Court--Data inclUde felony/.isde~anor cases only. 
Washington--Superior Court--Type of disposition data were unavailable 

court locations. 

27,409 33% 

63,433. 40%. 
55,1l3~ 13%1 
46,4941 17%i 
2,422 .. 
3,5681 J 

4% . 
23%iJ 

8,186 38% 
23.352 38% 

[l!,m1J 2B%lj 
40~j 1%ij 
29J 1%j 

for ei ght 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Alaska--The dismissal figure included 3 hung juries. 
Arizona--Nolle prosequi data include some dismissals. 
California--Superior Court--Acquittal and dismissal data include some transfers. 

Justice and Municipal Court--Trial conviction data does not include juvenile 
orders. 

Oelaware--Superior Court--Dismissal data includes 13 hung juries and 4 mistrials. 
Florida--Some dismissals are included with acqlJittals. 
Georgia--Superior Court--The dismissal figure includes nolle prosequi. 
Hawaii--District Court--This court identified an additional 4.425 cases as 

"stricken," which have not been included in the dismissal data. 
lllinois--Circuit Court--Total criminal dispositions does not include felonies that 

were later reduced completely to misdemeanors. 
Montana--The dismissal figure includes nolle prosequi. 
North Carolina--Superior Court and ~istrict Court--Dismissal data inclUdes the 

number of speedy trial dismissals only. 
South Carolina--The total trials figure was estimated by adding the trial 

convictions and trial acquittals. 
Tennessee--Disposition data include traffic (OWI/DUI) dispOSitions. 
Washington--Superior Court--The dismissal figure includes nolle prosequi. 
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TABLE 37: Criminal jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1980. 

Variations in court organization and subject 
matter juriSdiction: 

Subject matter jurisdictions are visually 
quite apparent in Tables 26 and 37, where the "+" 
symbols under the heading "Case type" indicate 
what case types were reported for each piece of 
trial data. These breakdowns were made to 
facilitate comparative analysis among courts and 
case types. Both general jurisdiction and 
limited jurisdiction courts are included. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classifications and 
definitions: 

Both the case categories and the data 
classified in each case category vary from state 
to state. The categories "law" and "equity" have 
been added to the CSIM case types on Table 26 in 
order to accommodate those states that have 
reported trial data for cases they classify as 
"law" and "equity." Overlap exists between these 
categories and the CSIM case types, which focus 
on SUbject-matter rather than on the remedy 
sought. 

Variations in counting both cases and trials: 

Each of these tables has numerical 
superscripts by each court name, indicating how 
that court counts cases. Caseload cannot be 
compared among COU\'ts that do not count cases in 
the same way. 

The definitions used by each court to count 
trials are indicated in the third column in 
Tables 26 and 37, the second column in Table 41. 
Comparisons can be made between courts that count 
trials in the same way. 

Preceding page blank 121 

Appropriate analyses: 

All percentage calculations that were less 
than It but greater than 0% have been rounded up 
to 1%. All percentage calculations that were 
less than 0% but greater than -It have been 
rounded down to -1%. 

Trials as a ~ercent of dispositions. 
DiViding the num er of trlals conducted by the 
total number of cases disposed of for the 
appropriate case type results in the trial rate 
for that case type for the court. 

JU~t trials as a ~ercent of trials. Dividing 
the num er of jury trlals by the total number of 
trials conducted for that case type results in 
the proportion of trials that are trials by jury 
for that case type for the court. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons on these tables must be 
restricted to the court level, and must be 
controlled for case type, unit of count, and 
trial definitions. State totals have not been 
computed in order to avoid any temptation to 
compare "apples and oranges." 

Care should also be taken to compare only 
those courts that share similar rules regarding 
the availability of jury trials. For example, 
some states make it more difficult for a criminal 
defendant to waive a jury trial than other 
states. Similarly, in some states both parties 
to civil litigation must agree to a jury trial, 
while in other states one of the parties can 
demand a jury trial. 

--- - --------
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TABLE3?: 
Criminal jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1980. 
State and court. Criminal case types. Jury trial definition. Dispositions per case type, number of trials, trials as a percent c 
dispositions, number of jury trials, jury trials as a percent of dispositions and of trials. 

State, Court 
Tit 1 e and Unit 
of Count 

Infornations, 
indictments, 
or co~laints 

Al aska: 
Superior court •••••••••••••••••••• + 

Indi ana: 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••• -
Municipal Court of Marion County.. -

Iowa: 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• + 

Kansas: 
District Court.................... + 

+ 
+ 

+ 

t 

Case Type 

+ 

+ 

Jury/ Number of 
trial disposi-
defini- tions per 
tion case type 

A 787 

A 46,654 
A 37,507 

C 17,448 
C 81,600 
C 77 ,340 

C 29,131 
--------------------------------Maryland: 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••• + + 
Mi ssouri: 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••• + + 
New Jersey: 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• + 
County District Court............. -
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

North Dakota: 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• + + 

Oklahoma: 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• + 

+ 

Oregon: 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••• + 

South Dakota: 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••• + 

+ + 

+ 
+ 

+ + + 

+ 

A 42,227 

F 58,678 

Il 
8 
G 

A 

A 
A 
A 

28,882 
4,233 

335,473 

1,328 

21,839 
33,496 

323 

C 17,787 

C 3,521 
--------------------------------Utah: 

District Court •••••••••••••••••••• + 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••• -

Vermont: 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• + 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• + 

Wisconsin: 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••• + 

Wyoming: 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• + 

Number of Defendants 

Arizona: 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• + 

City Magistrates Court •••••••••••• 

+ 
+ + + 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

122 

C 
C 

A 
B 
8 

F 
F 
F 

2,553 
29,590 

31 
18,260 
1,755 

13,562 
35,959 
19,502 

H 1,666 

B 
B 
8 
Il 
8 

12,343 
130 

1,876 
141 

64,593 

Number 
of 

trials 

126 

4,272 
6,813 

1,610 
3,461 
2,669 

1,310 

14,005 

8,780 

2,403 
566 

2,767 

308 

2,094 
2,516 

154 

1,991 

149 

437 
4,265 

7 
223 
44 

1,181 
1,331 
1,801 

322 

735 
6 

348 
5 

5,833 

Trials 
as a 
percent 
of 
dispo
sitions 

16% 

9% 
18% 

9% 
4% 
3% 

4% 

33% 

15% 

8% 
13% 

1% 

23% 

10% 
8% 

48% 

11% 

4% 

17l 
14% 

22% 
1% 
3% 

9't 
4% 
9% 

19% 

6% 
5% 

19% 
4% 
9% 

Number 
of jury 
tri al s 

117 

141 
86 

554 
329 
45 

545 

1,826 

1,219 

1,969 
a 

58 

1,143 

117 

246 
255 

5 
119 

13 

760 
439 

95 

62 

669 
4 

10 
o 

98 

Jury 
tria.1s 
as a 
percent 
of 
dispo
sitions 

15% 

1% 
1% 

3% 
1% 
1% 

2% 

4% 

2% 

7% 
0% 

4% 

6% 

3% 

10% 
1% 

16% 
1% 
1% 

6% 
1% 
1% 

4% 

5% 
3% 
1% 
0% 
1% 

Jury 
tri a 1 s 
as a 
percent 
of 
trials 

93% 

3% 
1% 

34% 
10% 

2% 

42% 

13% 

14% 

82% 
0% 

19% 

57'%: 

79% 

56% 
6% 

71% 
53% 
30% 

64,; 
33% 

5'%: 

19% 

91% 
67% 

31, 
0% 
2% 

Case Type 

Vl g ~ 
::; ~ ~ ra 
eta"' C 

state, Court 
Title and Unit 
of Count CO·!:~O ~ 

~ i1! ~·c.;: "' 0.... Jury/ Number of 
o ~ ~"' OJ ~·C ~ trial disposi- Number 

of 
trials 

~ .~ ~ Jt 1: c. ~ x :5 defini- tions per 
---__________ ::0: Q, o.'t LIJ 0 tion case type 

Number of Defendants (continued) 

California: 

---------------=~~ 

Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••• + 

Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••• _ + 

Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

Colorado: 

C 
COU"ttYi Court •••••••••••••••••••••• -

onnec cut: 
Superior Court. Delaware: ................... + 
Superi or Court. 

District of Columbi~;··············· + 
Superior Court •••••••••••• , ••••••• + 

Florida: 
Ci rcuit Court 
County Ct····················· + 

Hawaii: our ...................... -

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••• + 
Idaho: 

District Court ••••••••••••••••••• 4 

Magistrate's DiviSion 
of District Court ••••••••••••••• _ 

Illinois: 
Circuit Court ... Maine: •••••••••••••••••• + 
Superior Court ••• Michigan: ••••••••••••••••• + 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••• + 

District Court .................... _ 

Municipal Court................... _ 

Montana: 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• + 

New York: 
Supr~me Court and County Court... + 
CrimInal Court of the City M New 

Ohi o~ork............................ -

Court of Common Pleas 
County Court... • •••••••••••• + 
M f 1 •••••••• , •••••••••• -

P un Ie pail Court ••••••••••••••••••• _ 
ennsy van a: 
Court of Common Pleas 
Philadelphia Munjcipai·c~~;t······ + 
District Justice Court •••••• -............ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
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C 
C 
8 
8 
8 
F 
F 
F 

C 

C 

C 

A 
A 
A 

C 
C 

C 
C 

F 
F 
F 

F 
F 

A 

F 

C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

A 

A 

A 

c 
C 
C 

A 
A 
A 

51,190 
2,166 

48,353 
7,064 
3,921 

489,345 
89,675 
38,944 

34,031 

98,649 

2,970 

3,395 
19,252 
3,647 

101,450 
230,344 

2,194 
81 

2,932 
227 
88 

23,101 
5,631 

67,737 

5,538 

28,881 i 
593 i 

88,664 
197,332 

1,122 
472 

2,631 

34,966 

178,833 

37,189 
26,727 

292,231 

54,982 
28,182j 

432,530 

6,338 
1,562 
3,668 
3,268 

194 
11,530 
46,939 

775 

l,946i 

1,293 

255 

549 
1,159 

119 

4,036 
8,605 

303 
4 

2,093 
128 
31 

14,696 
1,877 

4,936 

684j 

l,938 i 
11i 

5,646 
5,387 

83 
8 

130 

3,352 

1,053 

3,957 
2,180 

14,376 

7,717. 
2,930J 

51,252 

Trials 
as a 
percent 
of 
dispo
siti ons 

12% 
72% 

8% 
46% 

5% 
2% 

52% 
2% 

6%i 

1% 

9% 

16% 
6% 
3% 

4% 
4% 

14% 
5% 

71% 
56% 
35% 

64% 
33% 

7% 

12%J 

7%i 
2%i 
6't 
3% 
7% 
2% 

5'%: 

10% 

1% 

11'1: 

5% 

14:{ 
10 ..... 
12% 

Number 
of jury 
trials 

4,422 

432 
34 
1 

4,383 
99 
o 

459 

218 

508 
857 

4 

2,859 
1,557 

235 
1 

1,557 

48&1 

1,536i 
Oi 

483 
1,151 

10 
1 

104 

2,231 
84 

904 

2,781 

Jury 
trials 
as a 
percent 
of 
dispo
sitions 

9% 

1% 
1% 
1% 
1% 
1% 
0% 

1%1 

1% 

7'[ 

15% 
4% 
1% 

3% 
1% 

11% 
1% 

2% 

9%j 

5%1 
O%i 
1% 
1% 
1% 
1% 

4% 

6% 

1% 

5% 

Jury 
trials 
as a 
percent 
of 
tri al s 

70% 

12% 
1% 
1% 

38% 
1% 
0% 

14%i 

35% 

85% 

93% 
74% 

3% 

71% 
18% 

78% 
25% 

32% 

71%j 

79%1 
O%i 
9% 

21% 
12% 
13% 

80% 

56% 

6% 

36% 

,--- ------------>---
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TABLE 38: Traffic filed and disposed in general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all 
trial courts, 1980. 

This table breaks the gross totals of Table 
14 into the broad case traffic classification. 
Because of the variations in court organization, 
subject matter jurisdiction, and case 
classification, comparisons of general 
jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts from 
state to state are seldom appropriate. 

Lack of complete data (less than 90% complete 
from an individual court) is responsible for the 
large number of blanks in the "All trial courts" 
columns on this table, as well as for states 
missing from the table. In order for a state to 
be included in this table, it had to have 
complete filing or disposition data from all its 
trial courts. 

Courts that do not break their case10ad down 
into specific case types do generally separate 
case10ad into civil, criminal, and juvenile 
cases. (Traffic may be reported separately or it 
may be lumped into criminal case10ad.) 

Sources of data are found on the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in counting cases do have an impact on 
total caseloads. If states are not counting 
cases at the same beginning and ending point, 
total case10ad is not comparable. 
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Appropriate analyses: 

Dis osed as a ercent of filed. This measure 
represents t e percent 0 t e num er of filed 
cases that the court was able to di$pose. The 
percent is computed by dividing th~ number of 
cases filed by the number disposed and then 
multiplying by one hundred. A percent over one 
hundred indicates that the court disposed more 
cases than were filed, thus reducing pending 
case10ad. A percent significantly less than one 
hundred indicates that the court is not keeping 
up with the volume of cases being filed. 

Limitations on use: 

Although data have been broken down into 
general and 1i~ited jurisdiction courts, this has 
been done to provide a flavor for the different 
workloads of the different levels of trial 
courts. Interstate comparisons should be 
restricted to all trial courts' figures. 

Also, comparisons should not be made between 
states that handle traffic, and in particular, 
parking cases differently. Courts that include 
parking cases in their reported data, indicated 
by a footnote Us" should not be compared to those 
that do not, indicated by a footnote "r." In 
addition, states with neither an Us" or "r" 
footnote should not be compared with any other 
state or themselves. For these states, we simply 
do 110t know if they do, or do not include parking 
cases. 

TABLE 38: . . d" d II t' I rt 1980 Traffic filed and disposed in general jurisdiction, limited JUriS Ictlon, an a ria cou s, . 
Disposed as a percent of filed. 

General jurisdiction courts 

State 

Dlsposed 
as a 

percent 
_---'F~i:..!.l =.:ed~_.::.Di':":S:.t:p.::.os:..:e:=.d 0 f fil ed 

------- NH NH Alabama ............ . 
Alaska •••••••••••••• NH NH 
California •••••••••• NH NH 

connecticut •••••••••• 344,819 338,845 98% 
11,316 11,529 102% 

NH NH 
District of Columbia. 
Florida ........... .. 
Guam ............... . 26,649 24,432 92% 
Hawaii ............ .. 132 152 115% 

Idaho ••••••••••••••• 227,739 227,376 100% 
Illinois •••••••••••• 6,452,6635 3,966,534s 61%5 
Indiana ••••••••••••• 113,533 107,180 94% 
Iowa •••••••••••••••• 161,455 159,124 99% 
Kentucky............ NH NH 

Louisiana ••••••••••• 
Maine ............. .. 
Maryland .......... .. 
Michigan •••••.•••••• 
Minnesota ••••••••••• 
Missouri .......... .. 

--------
NH NH 

3,460 3,500 101% 
Nil NH 

305,547 292,806 96% 
NH NH 

361,583 340,787 94% 

Nevada •••••••••••••• NH NH 
New Hampshire ••••••• NH NH 
New Jersey.......... NH NH 
North Carolina...... NH NH 
North Dakota ........ 510r 

-------~ 
Oklahoma •••••••••••• 227,007 219,558 97% 
Pennsylvania •••••••• NH NH 
Puerto Rico ......... Nil NH 
South Dakota •••••••• 117,310 113,380 97% 
Vermont ••••••••••••• 78,029 73,970 95% 
Virginia ............ NH NH 
Washington •••••••••• NH NH 

Note: 

Limited jurisdiction courts 

Filed 
250,353 
102,147 

16,283,2005 

714,497s 

298,450 

287,148 

464,945 
148,569 
581,488 

1,514,908 
1,423,4885 

537,8465 
192,419 

4,158,5285 

777,264 

NH 
4,147,092s 

49,659 

NH 
957,743 
851,163r 

Disposed 
as a 

percent 
Disposed of filed 

233,159 93% 

12,629,826s 

1,832,521 

671, 658s 

282,725 

251,352 

377 ,528 
145,941 

1,514,088 
1,354,7185 

3,189,926S 
757,038 
144,538 

NH 

50,313 

NH 
924,643 

94% 

94%S 

95% 

88% 

81% 
98% 

100% 
95%S 

101% 

97% 

-- a Not applicable. 

All trial courts 
Dlsposed 

as a 
percent 

_...:.F...:.ll.:..:e:.::d'-----'O::..;i"'sJ:.:po::..:s.::.ed::- 0 f f 11 ed 
250,353 
102,147 

233,159 93% 

16,283,2005 12,629,8265 

344,819 
11,316 

1,945,513 
26,649 

714,629s 

227,739 
6,452,663S 

411,983 
161,455 
287,148 

464,945 
152,029 
581,488 

1,820,455 
l,423,488S 

361,583 

537,8465 

192,419 
4,158,5285 

777,264 

227,007 
4,147,092s 

49,659 
117,310 
78,029 

957,743 
851,163r 

338,845 
11 ,529 

1,832,521 
24,432 

671,81Os 

227,376 
3,966,534S 

389,905 
159,124 
251,352 

377 ,528 
149,441 

1,806,894 
l,354,718S 

340,787 

3,189,926s 
757,038 
145,048 

219,558 

50,313 
113,380 
73,970 

924,643 

98% 
102% 

94% 
92% 
94%5 

100% 
61%5 
95% 
99% 
88% 

81% 
98% 

99% 
95%S 
94% 

77%S 
97% 

97% 

IOU 
97% 
95% 
97% 

State totals were included in this table only when all 
courts with traffic jurisdiction within that s~a~e 
reported either complete filings and/or disposltlons. 
81ank spaces indicate that the data were unavailable or 
incomplete, or the calculations were inappropriate. 

rOata reported are known to not include parking cases. 

SData reported are known to include parking cases. 

NH m This case type is not handled in this court. 
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TABLE 39: OWIIOUI caseload for trial courts, 1980. 

Variations in court jurisdiction and subject 
matter jurisdiction. 

Caseload in these tables is from both general 
jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts. 
OWls may be handled in different courts from 
state to state. The court organization charts in 
Part II should be consulted for a brief summary 
of the jurisdiction of each court. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

Both the case categories and the data 
classification within case categories vary from 
state to state. Because such problems exist for 
these and all other case categories, the case 
types used in this report are those chosen for 
inclusion in the State Court Model Annual Report 
and State Court Model Statistical Dlctionary. 

Only states reporting data that could be 
displayed in the specific case type are included 
in the tables, and then only if the data are at 
least 90% complete. Many courts do not break 
down data beyond the broad civil. criminal, 
traffic, and juvenile categories. 

Parking violations. which many states report 
in their traffic caseload. are not included in 
this table. 

In addition, some states include OWI/OUI in 
their criminal categories. Beginning with our 
1981 Annual Report, we will also be including 
OWI/OUI in our criminal category. 

Appropriate analyses: 

All percentage calculations that were less 
than 1% but greater than 0% have been rounded up 
to 1%. All percentage calculations that were 
less than 0% but greater than -1% have been 
rounded down to -1%. 

Oisposed cases as percent of filed. This 
measure represents the percent of the number of 
filed cases of which the court was able to 
dispose. Th~ percent is computed by dividing the 
number of cases filed by the number disposed of 
and then multiplying by one hundred. A percent 
over one hundred indicates that the court 
disposed of more cases than were filed, thus 
reducing pending caseload. A percent 
significantly less than one hundred indicates 
that the court is not keeping up with the volume 
of cases being filed. This measure was not 
computed if the number of cases filed was less 
than ten or if the quantity of missing data 
(indicated by an "i" footnote) made it 
i nappropri ate. 

End ~endinfi cases as percent of filed. This 
figure glves t e percent of the number of filed 
cases that were pending at the end of the year. 
This measure is computed by dividing the number 
of cases pending at the end of the year by the 
number of cases filed and then multiplying by one 
hundred. A value of one hundred percent 
indicates that the number of cases pending at the 
end of the year was equal to the number of cases 
filed during the year. Assuming that the number 
of dispositions is a close estimate of the number 
of filings, this could be interpreted to mean 
that if the court received no new filings the 

following year, it would take that whole year to 
eliminate its backlog. A value higher than one 
hundred percent in~:~ates a pending caseload 
larger than cases filed, while a value lower than 
one hundred percent indicates a pending caseload 
smaller than the number of cases filed. We 
expect this !lumber to be low for case types such 
as traffic that have relatively quick disposition 
times. This percent was not computed if the 
number of cases filed was less than ten or if the 
quantity of missing data (indicated by an "i" 
footnote on the profiles in Part II) made it 
inappropriate. 

Number change in pending cases. This number 
gives the net increase or decrease in pending 
caseload for the court year by subtracting the 
number of cases pending at the beginning of the 
year from the number of cases pending at the end 
of the year. An alternative to this calculation, 
subtracting the number disposed from the number 
filed, was used when pending data were 
unavailable or incomplete. When this alternate 
formula was used, the resulting number was 
enclosed in parentheses. A positive number 
indicates that the pending caseload increased 
during the year while a negative number indicates 
that the pending caseload was reduced in size. 
Thus, a large negative change in pending 
indicates that the court is keeping the caseflow 
current, while a large positive change in 
pending would indicate that the court has not 
kept pace with its filings. 

Percent change in ~ending cases. This 
percentage indicates t e change ;n pending cases 
relative to the number of cases pending at the 
beginning of the year. It is obtained by 
dividing the number change in pending caseload by 
the number of cases pending at the beginDing of 
the year, and then multiplying by one hundred. 
(This figure cannot be calculated if the 
alternate formula described above was used to 
calculate t~e number change in the pending 
caseload.) A high negative percent indicates 
that the court reduced its pending caseload 
significantly, while a high positive percent 
indicates that the pending caseload increased 
significantly. This measure was not computed if 
the number of beginning pending cases was less 
than ten or if the jurisdiction of the court 
changed significantly during the year. 

Filed (disposed) eer 100,000 po~ulation. The 
unit of state populatlon used on al court 
caseload charts is 100,000. This measure 
compensates for variations in state population 
and gives a more realistic basis for comparison 
of caseloads among states of various sizes. If 
the number of filings was not available or was 
not complete (indicateo by an "i" footnote in the 
profiles in Part II) but the number of 
dispositions was available. the number of cases 
disposed per unit of population was entered in 
this column in place of the number of cases filed 
per population unit, and the use of this 
alternative quantity is indicated by enclosing it 
in parentheses. Population figures used in the 
traffic tables represent the total state 
population. If all other factors (court 
jurisdiction, case definition. etc.) are similar. 
the filed-per-unit-of-population statistic will 
permit direct comparisons among states of the 
number of filed cases. 
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Limitations on use: 

The unit of count for traffic cases is not 
included in this report. Nevertheless, these 
cases are probably counted differently in many of 
these courts. Some courts may report data for 
all traffic cases; others only for contested 
cases. Comparisons should be made using only 
STATE TOTAL data or data from a court that has 

TABLE 39: 
OWI/OUI caseload for trial courts, 1980. 

exclusive jurisdiction over these types of 
cases. Comparisons should be avoided between 
individual courts that do not have exclusive 
jurisdiction in their states. 

It should also be noted that large increases 
in the OWl caseload may not indicate increased 
drunk dri vi ng but may merely refl ect changes in 
drunk driving legislation as well as other law 
enforcement policies. 

State population. Courts reporting OWI/OUI caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent 
of fI'led. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population. 

State As percent Change In 
population of tiled eendl ng Filed per 

State and court title In Begin End End 100.000 
thousands eendlng Filed Olseosed eond I ng OlsEosed eand I ng Number Percent eopulatlon 

Arkansas-Municipal Court ........... 2.286 25.618
' 

1.121' 
Hawa"--STATE TOTAL ................. 965 1.297 2.810 2.658 1.449 95~ 52~ 152 12% 291 

Circuit Court ................... 14 40 33 21 82% 52% 7 50% 4 
District Court •••••••••••••••••• 1.283 2.770 2.625 1.428 95~ 52% 145 11% 287 

Id8ho-STATE TOTAL .................. 944 2.574 9.366 9.211 2.729 98% 29% 155 6% 992 
Olstrlct Court .................. 4 15 15 4 100% 27'f; 0 2 
MlIglstratas Olvlslon of 

District Court ................ 2.570 9.351 9.196 2.725 98% 29% 155 6% 991 

K8nses--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••• 2.363 4,374 185 
Navada-STATE TOTAL ................. 799 6.405 802 

Justl co Court ••••••••••••••••••• 2.345 294 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••• 4.060 508 

New Mexlco--+laglstrate Court ....... 1.300 4.186 322 
Ohio-STATE TOTAL ................... 10.797 12.116 87,143 85.276 13.983 98% 16% 1.867 15% 807 

County Court .................... 1.270 14,022 13.695 1.597 98% 11% 327 26% 130 
Mont cf pa I Court ••••••••••••••••• 10.846 13,121 71.581 12.386 98% 17% 1.540 14% 677 

OklahOl!l8--Dlstrlct Court ............ 3.025 7.426 12.653 11.783 8.296 93~ 66% 870 12% 418 
South Carollna--+laglstrate Court .... 3.119 10.725 344 

Munl cl pc I Court ••••••••••••••••• 6.942 223 
Tannesse .... -Clrcult Court and 

Criminal Court .................. 4.591 3.097 67 
Texas--County Court at Law. 

Constitutional County Court and 
Pro~te Court ••••••••••••••••• 14.228 86.045 605 

Note: All available data that aro 90% or more complete are enterod I Data are I ncomp I ete : 
In the table. Blank sp8ces Indicate that either the datil Arkansas-Municipal Court-Tho court located In Salem did not 
waro unavailable 01' less than 90% complote. or thai" the break down 753 cases by case type. 
calculations were Inappropriate. 
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TABLE 40: Traffic disposition types for trial courts, 1980. 

Variations in court organization and subject 
matter jurisdiction: 

These tables display data for the general 
jUrisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts that 
report manner-of-disposition data. In Table 40 
the states are grouped according to the unit used 
in counting traffic cases. 

Sources of data are found in the individual court 
proflles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in definitions: 

Table 40 indicates the various units used in 
counting cases from state to state. Only a few 
states report sufficiently complete data to make 
between-state comparisons of the proportion of 
total caseload disposed by each manner of 
disposition. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Number and ercent of total dis ositions for 
each manner 0 dlSposltlon. Div dlng t e num er 
of cases for each manner of disposition by the 
total number of similar cases results in the 

Preceding page blank 129 

proportions of cases disposed by each manner of 
disposition. These figures can be compared 
between courts that count cases in the same way 
(i.e., the same unit of count). 

Limitations on use: 

The distribution of the proportions of cases 
by different manners of disposition is affected 
by the method used for counting cases in the 
court. Dismissals will make up a higher 
percentage of dispositions in those courts that 
use a paper-based or charge-based count. Before 
making comparisons between states and courts, be 
sure that they both use the same unit of count. 

The distribution is also affected by the 
order with which procedures are carried out by 
the court and the prosecutor. The proportion of 
dismissals will be lower in courts that screen 
cases before filing them than in courts that 
screen cases after they are filed. 

In addition, care should be taken to ensure 
that a dismissal in one state means the same as a 
dismissal in another state. For example, some 
states may distinguish between dismissals by 
prosecutors and by judges, while others may treat 
them as the same. 
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As As As AS As Oi smi ssa 1 
percent percent percent percent percent 
of dls- of of dis- of dis- of dis-

AS 
percent 

posed trials Number posed Number posed Number posed 
a i 4ai 13,344i 13%i 630i ai 

,'lumber of dis-
Number posed 

2%r 65%r 1,097,484r 23%r 42,699r l%r 
3%r 72%r 71,181r 21%r 3,595r l%r 

l1,992i 12%i 
909,l41r 19%r 

2%r 64%r 1,026,303r 23%r 39,104r l%r 45,114r 13%r 
864,027r 19:r;r 

54,619 29% 

54,619r 29%r 

u) (J) (J) (J) 
4,328 a 1,869 

142,771 99% 1,632 
64,800 99% 367 
26,587 99% 165 
51,384 98% 1,100 

-,679 4% 49% 920,692 83% 48,049 ,930 4% 45% 34,828 69% 2,384 
2,279i 12%i 90%1 40,666i 1%i 49,027i 

507 1% 52%. 40,666 45% 467 ,740!r 13%ir 87%lr 44,620~r ,0321 12%i 97%i 3,9401 

te: All available data are entered in the table and all 
appropriate calculations are included. Blank spaces 
Indicate that either the data were unavailable or the 
calculations were Inappropriate. 

x This case type is not handled in this court. 

m Not applicable. 

iolations Bureau dispositions: These cases were disposed by 
a Violations Bureau, usually with just the payment of a fine. 
In the Texas Justice of the Peace Court and Municipal Court 
these are called payment of fine dispositions. 

articular court or reporting system information: 
The numbers of dispositions reported for Georgia courts in 

this table are different from those reported In the rest 
of this report. Georgia defines a case differently when 
counting types of dispositions than It does when 
counting filings or total dispositions. The total 
disposition figures used here are the sums of the number 
of cases given under each type of disposition. 

a 

a 
a 
1% 
2% 

4% 
5% 

l%i 

1%. 
2%lr 
l%i 

2,500 22% 

(j) 

5,876 3% 
14 9% 

5,862r 3%r 

4,755 
1,206 
3,549 

53,715 

606 

a 
1% 
1% 
5% 

1% 

427 4% 

2,224i j 13%ij 

24,446 13% 
24 16% 

24,422r 13%r 

14,805i 6%i 
388 4% 

107, 731~r 9%jr 
l,275~r 5%jr 

106,456Jr 9%jr 
158,716 37% 
84,454 11% 

135 a 
6 1% 

11 a 
118 1% 

64,474 4% 
3,186 2% 

61,288 4% 

12,157 24% 

483,194i 14%i 

41,586 46% 
368,9481r 16%lr 
72,6601 6%1 
1,507 2% 

iOata are incomplete: 
Alaska--The figures given include only "other traffic" 

cases. 
Florida--County Court--Trials are held for criminal 

traffic cases only. Civil hearings are not included 
with the trial data. 

Georgla--Superior Court--Figures do not include Cobb 
County. 

Indiana--Municlpal Court of Marion CountY--Oata consist 
of nonfelony traffic cases only. 

Kansas--Data do not include juvenile traffic cases. 
Texas--Municipal Court data are based on an seventy-three 

percent reporting rate. Justice of the Peace Courts 
submitted eighty percent of all possible reports. 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 
Georgla--Nolle prosequi are included in the dismissals 

category. 
New Jersey--Pleas include some conVictions; dismissals 

include some acquittals. 
rOata reported are known to not include parking cases. 
SOata reported are known to inclUde parking cases. 
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-j Tri al conviction Total conviction Acguittal Nolle (!rosegui Dismissal , AS As As As As AS ! 
t percent percent percent 

:iumber 
of dis- of of di s-
posed tri a 1 s Number posed Number 

i 446i a i 4tti 13,344i 13%i 630i 
),768r 2%r 65%r l,097,484r 23%r 4~,69!)r 
.l,326r 3%r 72%r 7l,181r 21%r 3,595r 
~) ,442r 2%r 64%r l,026,303r 23%r 39,104r 

! 
1 

54,619 29% 

54,619r 29%r 

(j) 
(j) 

W 
(J) 

4,328 1% 1,869 

142,771 99% 1,632 
64,800 99% 367 
26,587 99% 165 
51,384 98% 1,100 

,5,679 4% 49% 920,692 83% 48,049 
1,930 4% 45% 34,828 69% 2,384 

2,279; m,i 90%i 40,666i 1%i 49,027i 

507 1%. 52% 40,666 45% 467 
S 740i r 13%lr 87%~r 44,620~r 
l:l;032; 12%i 97%1 3,9401 

te: All available data are entered in the table and all 
appropriate calculations are included. 81ank spaces 
indicate that either the data were unavailable or the 
calculations were inappropriate. 

x This case type is not handled in this court. 

• Not applicable. 

,i 0 1 at ions Bureau di spos i t ions: These cases were di sposed by 
a Violations Bureau, usually with just the payment of a fine. 

~ 
In the Texas Justice of the Peace Court and Municipal Court 
these are called payment of fine dispositions. 

.articular court or reporting system information: 
, The numbers of dispositions reported for Georgia courts in 

I 

this table are different from those rep~rted in the rest 
of this report. Georgia defines a case differently when 
counting types of dispositions than it does when 

I 
counting filings or total dispositions. The total 

.

.... di spositi on fi gu res used here are the sums of the number 1 of cases given under each type of disposition. 

H 
'I 

tl 
f.l 
rl ~j r ! 
H 1 I 
L.! 

percent percent percent 
of dis- of di s- of dis-
posed Number posed Number posed 

1%i l1,992i 12%i 
a r 909,141r 19%r 
1%r 45,1l4r 13%r 
1%r 864,027r 19X,r 

2,500 22% 427 4% 

(j) 2,224ij 13%ij 

5,876 3% 24,446 13% 
14 9% 24 16% 

5,862r 3%r 24,422r 13%r 

14,805i 6%i 
388 4% 

107, 731~r 9%jr 
l,275~r 5%~r 

106,456Jr 9%Jr 
a 158,716 37% 

84,454 11% 
1% 135 1% 
1% 6 1% 
1% 11 1% 
2% ll8 1% 

4,755 1% 64,474 4% 
1,206 1% 3,186 2% 
3,549 1% 61,288 4% 

4% 53,715 5% 
5% 12,157 24% 

l%i 483,194; l4%i 

1% 41,586 46% 
2%~r 368,948;r 16%~r 
1%1 72 660i 6%1 , 

606 1,507 2% 

iData are incomplete: 
Alaska--The figures given include only "other traffic" 

cases. 
Florida--County Court--Trials are held for criminal 

traffic cases only. Civil hearings are not included 
with the trial data. 

Georgia--Superior Court--Figures do not include Cobb 
County. 

Indiana--Municipal Court of Marion County--Data consist 
of nonfelony traffic cases only. 

Kansas--Data do not include juvenile traffic cases. 
Texas--Municipal Court data are based on an seventy-three 

percent reporting rate. Justice of the Peace Courts 
submitted eighty percent of all possible reports. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Georgia--Nolle prosequi are included in the dismissals 

category. 
New Jersey--Pleas include some convictions; dismissals 

include some acquittals. 
rData reported are known to not include parking cases. 
SData reported are known to include parking cases. 
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TABLE 41: Traffic jury and non-jury trial dispositions, 1980. 

Variations in court organization and subject 
matter jurisdiction: 

Subject matter jurisdictions are visually 
quite apparent in Tables 26 and 37, where the "+" 
symbols under the heading "Case type" indicate 
what case types were reported for each piece of 
trial data. These breakdowns were made to 
facilitate comparative analysis among courts and 
case types. In this table, however, data include 
all available traffic data. Both general 
jUrisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts are 
inclUded. 

Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in case classifications and 
clefi niti ons: 

Both the case categories and the data 
classified in each case category vary from state 
to state. 

Variations in counting both cases and trials: 

Each of these tables has numerical 
superscripts by each court name, indicating how 
that court counts cases. Case10ad cannot be 
compared among courts that do not count cases in 
the same way. 

The definitions used by each court to count 
trials are indicated in the third column in 
Ta~les 26 and 37, the second column in Table 41. 
Comparisons can be made between courts that count 
trials in the same way. 

Appropriate analyses: 

All percentage calculations that were less 
than l~ but greater than 0% have been rounded up 
to l~. All percentage calculations that were 
less than 0% but greater than -1% have been 
rounded down to -1%. 

Trials as a ~ercent of dispositions. 
Oiv'iding the num er of trials conducted by the 
total number of cases disposed of for the 
appropriate case typ~results in the trial rate 
for that case type for the court. 

Jury trials as a ~ercent of trials. Dividing 
the number of jury tr als by the total number of 
trials conducted for that case type results in 
the proportion of trials that are trials by jury 
for that case type for the court. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons on these tables must be 
restricted to the court level, and must be 
controlled for case type, unit of count, and 
trial definitions. State totals have not been 
computed in order to avoid any temptation to 
compare "apples and oranges." 

Care should also be taken to compare only 
those courts that share similar rules regarding 
the availability of jury trials. For example, 
some states make it more difficult for a criminal 
defendant to waive a jury trial than other 
states. Similarly, in some states both parties 
to civil litigation must agree to a jury trial, 
while in other states one of the parties can 
demand a jury trial. 
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TABLE 41: 
Traffic jury and non-jury trial dispositions, 1980. 
State and cOfJrt. J~ry tr~al de(inition. Number of dispositions and trials, Trials as a percent of dispositions. 
Numbers of JUry tnals, Jury inals as a percent of dispositions and trials. 

Jury Jury 
Jury! Trials as trials as trials 

State, and court title trial Number of Number a percent Number a percent as a per-
defini- disposi - of of dispo- of jury of dispo- cent of 
tion tions trials sitions trials sitions trials 

Alaska: 
District Court ........................ A 99,582i l,076i 1%i 

Arizona: 
Justices of the Peace •••••••••••••••• 0 370,615i 11,245 3%i 194 l%i 2% 
City Magistrates ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 592,769 20,577 3% 948 1% 5% 

Ca I Horni a: 
J~tice Court ......................... B 336,392r 12,921r 4%r 396r 1%r 3%r 
MuniCipal Court ....................... B 4,457,980r 109,546r 2%r 3,347r 1%r 3%r 

Colorado: 
County Court .......................... C 167,037 7,794i 5%i 755i 1%i lO%i 

District of Columbia: 
Superior Court ........................ A 11,529 173 2% 50 1% 29% 

Florida: 
County Court .......................... C 1,832,521 25,962i 1%i 922i 1%i 4%1 

Georgi a: 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• A 17,596i 209i 1%i 1191 1%i 57%1 

Hawaii: 
Circuit Court ......................... C 152 6 4% 6 4% 100% 

rdaho: 
District Court ........................ E 20 6 30% 
Magistrate's 

Division ............................ E 227,356 12,003 5% 
rndiana: 

Municipal Court of 
Marion County ....................... A 88,419i 2,068i 2%1 

rowa: 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• C 159,124 13,760 9% 284 1% 2% 

Kansas: 
District Court ................ , ....... C 267,919 6,099i 2%i U9i 1%i 2%i 

Maine: 
District Court ........................ B 145,941 2,820 2% 

Michigan: 
Di stri ct Cour't ........................ C 1,504,823 19,580 1% 1,543 1% B% 
Municipal Court ....................... C 9,265 220 2% 17 1% 8% 

Missouri: 
Ci rcuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• E 340,787 13,725 4% 229 1% 2% 

New Jersey: 
County District Court ••••••••••••••••• B 27,957r or o%r 
Municipal Court ....................... E l,lB5,946r or o%r 

New York: 
District Court and City Court ••••••••• A 429,166 6,197 1% 

North Carolina: 
District Court ........................ E 757,038 38,007 5% 

Ohio: 
County Court .......................... C 181,572 3,238 2% 131 1% 4% 
MU;licipal Court ....................... C 1,387,183 22,305 2% 882 1% 4% 

Okl~homa: 
District Court ....................... A 219,558 8,872 4% 

Pennsylvania: 
District Justice Court •••••••••••••••• A 1,105,842 93,728 8% 

Puerto Ri co: 
District Court ........................ A 50,313 4,314 9% 

Texas: 
Municipal Court ....................... A 2,312,619ir 343, 360i r 15%ir 1,6831 r l%i r 1%ir 
Justice of the Peace Court •••••••••••• A 1,123,7431 136,972i 12%i 1,240i 1%1 1%i 
Texas County Court at Law, 

Constitutional County Court ••••••••• A 89,743 974 1% 644 1% ~ 
,;. 

66% 

Vermont: \ 

District Court ........................ A 73,970 392 1% 16 1% 4% 
Wi scons! n; ~ 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• E 81,968 7,173 9% 517 1% 7% 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 41: . d" 
Traffic jury and non-jury trial dispositions, 1980. (contmue I 

Note: All available data are entered in the table and 
all appropriate calculations are included. 
Blank spaces indicate that the da~a were . 
unavailable or calculations were lnapproprlate. 

-- a Not applicable. 

Trial definitions: 
A ~ A trial is counted if tried to judgment, 

completion, verdict, or decision •. 
B = A jury trial is counted when the Jury selection 

begins (first juror is drawn). . . 
C s A jury trial is counted when the Jury 1S sworn 

(impaneled). . 
o ~ A non-jury trial is counted when the first w1tness 

is sworn. 
E = A mon-jury trial is counted at the.point when an 

opening statement or the introduct1on of any 
evidence occurs. 

F = A trial is counted when it has officially begun. 

iOata are incomplete: 
Alaska--Oistrict Court--Data only include "other 

traffic" cases. 

Arizona--Justices of the Peace Court--No disposition 
data were reported for St. Johns, Snowflake, and 
Quartzsite Precincts. 

Colorado--County Court--no trial data were available 
for the court located in Huerfano County. 

Florida--County Court--Trials are held for criminal 
traffic cases only. Civil hearings are not 
included with the trial data. 

Georgia--Superior Court--Figures do not include Cobb 
County. 

Indiana--Municipal Court of Marion County--Oata 
consist of nonfelony traffic cases only. 

Kansas--Oata do not include juvenile traffic cases. 
Oregon--Only partial reports were received from 3 

I1lJnicipalities. 
Texas--The Municipal Court reported 73% of their 

monthly reports, while the Justice of the Peace 
Court reported 80%. 

rOata reported are known to not include parking cases. 
SOata reported are known to include parking cases. 
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TABLE 42: Juvenile filed and disposed for general jurisdiction limited jurisdiction, and all 
trial courts, 1980. 

This table breaks the gross totals of Table 
14 into the broad case juvenile classification. 
Because of the variations in court organization, 
subject matter jurisdiction, and case 
claSSification, comparisons of general 
jurisdiction and limited jurisdlction courts from 
state to state are seldom appropriate. 

Lack of complete data (less than 90% complete 
from an individual court) is responsible for the 
large number of blanks in the "All trial courts" 
colUmns on this table, as well as for states 
miSsing from the table. In order fOl" a state to 
be included in this table, it had to have 
complete filing or disposition data from all its 
tri al courts. 

Courts that do not break their caseload down 
into specific case types do generally separate 
caseload into civil, criminal, and juvenile 
cases. (Traffic may be reported separately or it 
may be lumped into criminal caseload.) 

Sources of data are found on the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 

Variations in countin9 cases do have an impact on 
total caseloads. If states are not counting 
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cases at the same beginning and ending point, 
total caseload is not comparable. 

Appropriate analyses: 

Dis osed as a ercent of filed. This measure 
represents t e percent 0 t e num er of filed 
cases that the court was able to dispose. The 
percent 1s computed by dividing the number of 
cases filed by the number disposed and then 
multiplYing by one hundred. A percent over one 
hundred indicates that the court disposed more 
cases than were filed, thus redUCing pending 
caseload. A percent significantly less than one 
hundred indicates that the court is not keeping 
up with the volume of cases being filed. 

Limitations on use: 

Comparisons can be made between courts that 
count cases in the same way. The method of 
counting juvenile cases has the greatest 
influence over data reported. 

Although data have been broken down into 
general and limited jurisdiction courts, this has 
been done to provide a flavor for the different 
workloads of the different levels of trial 
courts. Interstate comparisons shOUld be 
restricted to all trial courts' figures. 
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I " Juvenile filed and disposed for general JUrisdiction, limite JUriS IC lon, an a ria cou s, . j'~ 

I 
:\ Disposed as a percent of filed. 

'\l General jurisdIction courts [imited jurisd,ction courts Ali tdai courts 
DIsposed DIsposed DIsposed 

as a as a as a 

State percent percent percent 

\ 

Filed Diseosed of fil ed Filed Disposed of fil ed Filed Disposed or fil ed 

19,782 20,526 104% 24,290 21,933 90% 44,072 42,459 96% 
Alabama .......... 

87% NH NH 1,180 1,024 87% 
Alaska ••••••••••• 1,180 1,024 
Arkansas ••••••••• NH NH 11,835 11,835 

California ••••••• 101,854 94,594 93% NH Nt! 101,854 94,594 93% 

I 
89% NH NH 16,902 15,032 89% 

Colorado ••••••••• 16,902 15,032 
Connecticut •••••• 16,425 16,995 103% NH NH 16,425 16,995 103% 

Delaware ......... NH NH 8,201 8,201 
I 

I District of 
5,334 100% 5,329 5,334 100% 

Columbia ... " •••• 5,329 
Florida .......... 121,707 108,569 89% NH NH 121,707 108,569 89% 

643 1,042 162% 643 1,042 162% 
Guam ............. NH 8,363 7,697 92% 
Hawaii 8,363 7,697 92% NH ............ 

Idaho •••••••••••• 8,091 7,575 94% 8,091 7,575 94% 

Illinois ••••••••• 31,591 29,997 95% 31,591 29,997 95% 

Indiana .......... 26,512 25,199 95% 1,583 1,263 80% 28,095 26,462 94% 

Iowa ............. 5,512 5,512 

Kansas ........... 28,918 NH NH 28,918 

31,249 82% 
Kentucky ......... NH NH 38,282 31,249 82% 38,282 

Louisiana •••••••• NH NH 26,642 26,642 
NH NH 3,965 3,941 99% 3,965 3,941 99% 

Maine ............ 
Maryland ......... 23,945 25,853 108% 2,523 2,694 107% 26,468 28,547 108% 

Massachusetts •••• 42,890 NH NH 42,890 

97% 
Missouri 21,053 20,388 97% 21,053 20,388 ......... 

NH NH 1,302 975 75% 
Montana •••••••••• 1,302 975 75% 
Nebraska ••••••••• NH NH 5,341 5,341 

New Hampshi re •••• NH NH 7,509 7,509 
New Jersey ....... NH NH 105,478 107,516 102% 105,478 107,516 102% 

New Mexico ••••••• 4,403 3,843 87% NH NH 4,403 3,843 87% 

New York ......... NH NH 47,548 61,755 130% 47,548 61,755 130% 

North Carol i na ... NH NH 20,821 22,376 107% 20,821 22,376 107% 

North Oakota ••••• 5,698 6,581 115% NH "H 5,698 6,581 115% 
NH NH 213,140 214,538 101% 

Ohio ............. 213,140 214,538 lOa 
Oklahoma ••••••••• 8,156 9,488 116% NH NH 8,156 9,488 116% 

Oregon ••••••••••• 11,402 90 11,492 
NH NH 43,350 43,079 99% 

Pennsylvania ••••• 43,350 43,079 99% 
NH NH 5,546 5,795 104% 

Puerto Rico •••••• 5,546 5,795 104% 
Rhode Island ••••• NH NH 6,922 6,922 

South Oakota ••••• 5,426 5,426 

106% 8,894 9,489 107% 1,810 1,902 105% 10,704 11,391 
Texas ............ 25,803 25,803 Utah ••••••••••••• NH NH 101% 1,257 1,265 101% ..NH NH 1,257 1,265 
Vermont .......... 132,107 121,766 92% 132,107 121,766 92% 
Virginia ......... NH NH 

22,972 18,150 79% NH NH 22,972 18,150 79% 
Washington ••••••• NH NH 7,232 7,201 100% 
West Virginia •••• 7,232 7,201 100% 
Wyoming .......... 980 NH NH 980 

Note: State totals were included in this table only when all NH = This case type is not handled in this court. 
courts with juvenile jurisdiction within that ~t~te -- = Not applicable. reported either complete filings and/or dispos~tlons. 
81ank spaces indicate that the data were unavaIlable or 
incomplete, or the calculations were inappropriate. 
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TABLE 43: Criminal-type offense caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
TABLE 44: Status offense caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
TABLE 45: Non-offense caseload for trial courts, 1980. 

Variations in court jurisdiction and subject 
matter jurisdiction: 

Caseload in these tables is from both general 
jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts, and 
represents the total caseload reported for each 
case type from each state. The same case type 
may be handled in different courts from state to 
state! The court organi zati on charts ill Part II 
should be consulted for a brief summary of the 
jurisdiction of each court. 
Sources of data: 

These are found in the individual court 
profiles in Part II and in Appendix B. 
Variations in case classification and definitions: 

Both the case categoril'Os and the data 
classification in the case categories vary from 
state to state. 

Because such problems exist for these and all 
other case categories, the case types used in 
this report are those chosen for inclusion in the 
State Court Model Annual Report and State Court 
Model Statistical Dictionary. 

Only states reporting data that could be 
displayed in the specific case type are included 
in the tables, and then only if the data are at 
least 90% complete. Many courts do not break 
data down beyond the broad civil, criminal, 
traffic, and juvenile categories. 

The volume of juvenile cases cannot be 
compared across all state courts because the 
statutory age when a juvenile becomes an adult 
varies from state to state. This Variation 
affects the volume of both juvenile filings and 
adtilt criminal filings. 
Appropriate analyses: 

All percentage calculations that were less 
than 1% but greater than 0% have been rounded up 
to 1%. All percentage calculations that were 
less than at but greater than -1% have been 
rounded down to -1%. 

Disposed cases as percent of filed. This 
measure represents the percent of the number of 
filed cases of which the court was able to 
dispose. The percent is computed by dividing the 
number of cases filed by the number disposed of 
and then multiplying by one hundred. A percent 
over one hundred indicates that the court 
disposed of more cases than were filed, thus 
reducing pending caseload. A percent 
significantly less than one hundred indicates 
that the court is not keeping up with the volume 
of cases being filed. This measure was not 
computed if the number of cases filed was less 
than ten or if the suantity of missing data 
(indicated by an "i' footnote) made it 
i nappropri ate, 

End ~endin~ cases as percent of filed. This 
fi gure g ves t e percent of the number of fil ed 
cases that were pending at the end of the year. 
This measure is computed by dividing the number 
of cases pending at the end of the year by the 
number of cases filed and then multiplying by one 
hundred, A value of one hundred percent 
indicates that th~ number of cases pending at the 
end of the year was equal to the number of cases 
filed during the year. A value higher than one 
hundred percent indicates a pending caseload 
larger than cases filed, while a value lower than 
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one hUndred percent indicates a pending caseload 
smaller than the number of cases filed. This 
percent was not computed if the number of cases 
filed was less than ten or if the quantity of 
missing data (indicated by an "i" footnote in the 
profiles in Part II) made it inappropriate. 

Number chan e in endin cases. This number 
gives tenet ncrease or ecrease in pending 
caseload for the court year by subtracting the 
number of cases pending at the beginning of the 
year from the number of cases pending at the end 
of the year. An alternative to this calculation, 
subtracting the number disposed of from the 
number fil ed, was used when pendi ng data were 
unavailable or incomplete. When this alternate 
formula was used, the resulting number was 
enclosed in parentheses. A positive number 
indicates that the pending caseload increased 
during the year while a negative number indicates 
that the pending caseload was reduced in size. 
Thus, a large negative cnange in pending 
indicates that the court is keeping the caseflow 
current, while a large positive change in pending 
indicates that the court has not kept pace with 
its filings. 

Percent change in ~ending cases. This 
percentage indicates t e change in pending cases 
relative to the number of cases pending at the 
beginning of the year, and is obtained by 
dividing the number change in pending caseload by 
the number of cases pending at the beginning of 
the year and then multiplying by one hundred. 
(This figure cannot be calculated if the 
alternative formula described above was used to 
calculate the number change in the pending 
caseload.) A high negative percent indicates 
that the court reduced its pending caseload 
significantly, while a high positive percent 
indicates that the pending caseload increased 
Significantly. This measure was not computed if 
the number of beginning pending cases was less 
than ten or if the jurisdiction of the court 
changed significantly during the year. 

Filed (disposed) eer 100,000 pOfulation. The 
unit of state populatlon used on al court 
caseflow charts is 100,000. This measure 
compensates for variations in state population 
and gives a more realistic basis for comparison 
of caseloads among states of various sizes. If 
the number of filings was unavailable or was not 
complete (indicated by an "i" footnote on the 
profiles in Part II) but the number of 
dispositions was available, the number of cases 
disposed per unit of population was entered in 
this colurnn in place of the number of cases filed 
per population unit, and the use of this 
alternative quantity was indicated by enclosing 
it in parentheses. 

Population figures used in the juvenile 
tables represent the state population under 18 
years of age, If all other factors (court 
jurisdiction, case definition, etc.) are similar, 
the filed-per~unit-of-population statistic will 
pet~it direct comparisons among states of the 
number of filed cases. 
Limitations on use: 

Although juvenile courts employ different 
units of counting when an event becomes a case, 
these tables do not use such a classification 
scheme. An effort will be directed at s~ch a 
scheme in future reports. • 
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TABLE 43: 
Criminal-type offense caseload for trial courts, '1980. . 
State juvenile population. Courts reporting criminal-type caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of flied 
Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 juvenile population. 

Stllte end court title 

A Il!ska--Superl or Court •••••••••••••• 
Ce II forn I e--Super I or Court ......... . 
Coloredo-Dlstrlct Court and 

Denver Juvenile court ••••••••••• 
Connect I cut-Suporl or Court ••••••••• 
Oelawara--Famlly Court •••••••••••••• 
District of Columble-Superlor 

Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Florfd&--Clreult Court~ ••••••••••••• 
GUlIrn-Superf or Court •••••••••••••••• 
H8wall--Clrcuft Court ••••••••••••••• 

Ideho-STATE TOTAL ................. . 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Meglstretes Division •••••••••••••• 

lowe--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••• 
Kenses--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••• 

Loulslana-Clty Court and Perish 
Court, end Municipal end Treftlc 

Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mery I end--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••• 

Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
DistrIct Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

Mess8chusetts-ST"TE TOTAL •••••••••• 
DIstrIct Court Depertment ••••••••• 
Juven I I e Court Department ••••••••• 

~Innesotlli-County COUrt •••••••••••• o;o 

New Hempshlr .... -STATE TOTAL ••••••. '1',. 
DistrIct Court ................... . 
Mun I cl Pel I Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

New Jersoy-Juvenlle end 
Domestic Reletlons Court •••••••• 

New York-Femlly Court •••••••••••••• 

North Carollne-Dlstrlct Court •••••• 
North Dakote--Dlstrlct Court •••••••• 
Oklehom1l--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••• 
Puerto R I co--Supsr I or Court ....... .. 
Rhode Islend-Femlly Court ........ .. 
South Dekote-Clrcult Court ....... .. 

Toxes--STATE TOTAL ................. . 
District Court end Criminal 

District Court •••••••••••••••••• 
County Court at Lew, 

Const I tut I on .. I County, end 
Probate Court •••••••••••••••• ) •• 

Utah-Juven II e Court •••••••••••••••• 
Washington-Superior Court ......... 

Juvenile As percont 
populetlon of tiled 

In 8egln End End 
thou send s -Epe!;!!n!,!:!d.!.1 n!!!q:l-...2F~I..!1 !::ed~-.!D~I~s~po~s~ed~--l:!p~en~d:..:l.!!n:t.g Disposed pend I ng 

130 
6,388 

809 
623 
167 

143 

2,359 

276 
307 

826 
649 

1,330 
1,169 

1,490 

1,172 
258 

1,990 
4,667 

1,655 
192 
855 

1,231 
243 
205 

4,305 

540 
1,139 

3,856 

137 
2,227 
2,867 

o 
2,867 

14,698 
12,836 

3,982 
1,252 

5,180 

4,220 

960 

1,050 
82,295 

6,543 
15,678 
8,201 

4,318 

106,839 
275 

5,084 
7,599 

1 
7,598 
3,634 
4,373 

3,508 
23,437 
21,416 
2,021 

35,869 
25,545 
10,324 

16,862 
6,347 
6,313 

34 

93,352 
24,539 

13,040 
2,959 
4,752 
5,546 
5,624 
3,182 

9,312 

8,007 

1,305 
17,250 
16,1550 

76,839 

5,070 
16,253 

95,594 
306 

4,595 
7,085 

I 
7,084 

3,057 
25,276 
23,1.38 
2,140 

15,538 

95,444 
31,379 

12,534 

5,296 
5,795 

10,036 

8,607 

1,429 

15,674 

3,282 

106 
2,716 
3,382 

I 
3,381 

12,606 
5,996 

3,447 
1,003 

4,456 

3,620 

836 

93~ 

77~ 
104~ 

89~ 

111~ 
90~ 

93~ 
100~ 

93~ 

87~ 

108~ 

108% 
106% 

102~ 

126~ 

108. 

107% 

110% 

64~ 

21~ 

39% 
53% 
4~% 

100. 
44% 

14% 
24% 

73% 
16% 

48S 

45~ 

64% 

Chenge In 
pend Ing 

Number Percent 

(5,456) 

(J ,473) 
-576 -15. 

( 11,245) 

-31 -23. 
489 22. 
515 18~ 

514 16% 

(451l 
(-1,8411 
(-1,722) 

(-119) 

(1,324) 

-2,092 
-6,640 

(506) 

-535 -13~ 

-249 -20S 

-124 

-600 -14% 

-124 -13~ 

(2,976) 

Note: All evelleble dete thet ero 90% or more complete ere entered 
In the feble. Blank spaces Indlcete thet tho dete were 

l.:nevelleblo or less then 90% complete, or thet the 
celculetlons were Inepproprlete. 
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Filed 
(disposed) 
per 100,000 
populetlon 

808 
1,288 

809 
1,905 
4,911 

3,020 

4,529 

1,6~2 

2,475 
I 

2,475 
440 
1574 

264 
2,005 
1,832 

173 
2,407 
1,714 

693 

1,439 
2,460 
2,447 

13 

4,1591 
524 

788 

1,541 
556 
451 

2.J14 
1,552 

216 

1615 

30 
3,194 
1,637 

1 
r I 
I j 

; 

I 
l 

1 
\ 
1 

\ 

i 
I 
~ 
I 

II 

! 

TABLE 44: 
Status offense caseload for trial courts, 1980. 
State juvenile population. Courts reporting status offenses caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed 
Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 juvenile population. 

Stete and court title 

Coloredo--Dlstrlct Court and 
Denver Juvenile Court ••••••••••••• 

Delewer .... -Femlly Court ............ .. 
Olstrlct of Columbia-Superior 

court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

HlIwall-Clrcult Court ••••••••••••••• 
lowa--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••• 
KanslIs-O I str I ct Court •••••••••••••• 
Messechusetts--STATE TOTAL ........ .. 

District Court Depertment ....... .. 
Juvon II e Court Department ••••••••• 

,",ontene-Dlstrlct Court .......... .. 
New Hampshlr .... -STATE TOTAL ........ .. 

District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Munlclpel Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

New Jersey-Juvenile and Domestic 
RollJtlons Court ••••••••••••••••• 

New York--Femlly Court ............. . 
North Cerollne--Dlstrlct Court .... .. 
North Dekot .... -Dlstrlct Court ....... . 
OklehOllll!l-Dlstrlct Court .......... .. 
South Oakote--Clrcult Court ........ . 

To)(es--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••• 
District Court end Crlmlnel 

DistrIct Court •••••••••••••••••• 
County Court et Lew, 

Constitutional County Court, 
end Pro~te Court ••••••••••••••• 

Uteh-Juvolille Court •••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile 
populetlon 

In Beg I n 
thousends pending Filed 

809 
167 

143 

276 
826 
649 

1,490 

232 
256 

1,990 

4,687 
1,655 

192 
855 
205 

4,305 

540 

509 

984 

5,910 

1,387 

1,022 

633 

389 

150 
a 

413 

1,429 
1,839 
7,598 
5,088 
3,218 
1,870 

755 
610 
1500 

10 

12.126 

12,833 
2,849 
2,271 
1,167 

411 

1,392 

887 

505 
6,697 

Note: All evellebla dete thet aro 90% or more complete are entered 
In tho tebla. Blenk space¥ Indlcete thet either the dete 

As percent 
of filed 

End End 
Disposed pending Disposed pending 

459 

1,361 

1,839 

12,072 

16,175 
2,914 

1,526 

1,355 

862 

473 

577 

1,036 

2,568 

1,026 

1,059 

638 

421 

306% 

95% 

57% 

100% 

126% 
102% 

1:51% 

97% 

94~ 

40% 

20% 

83% 

Change In 
pendl nq 

Number Percent 

(-309) 

11,379) 

54 5% 

-3,342 -1% 
(-65) 

-361 -26% 

37 4% 

5 1% 

32 

were unevelleble or less then 90% complete, or thet tho 
ce I cu I at Ions war" I nepprcprl ete. 
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Filed (dis
posed) per 

100,000 
populetlon 

19 

289 

518 
223 

1,171 
342 
2115 
126 

325 
236 
233 

4 

609 

274 
172 

1,163 
137 
201 

32 

21 

12 
1,240 
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I TABLE 45: . I 
Non-offense caseload for tnal cO,urts, 1980, t d 0' posed and end pending as a percent of filed, Numb€ 

~~~~~~:;=~:r~;e~~~~s ~~:~~? rrfo~~j~~~r:g~;u/~ti~~ , 
State and court tit Ie 

Arlzona--Superlor Court ............ . 
California-Superior Court ........ .. 
Colorado--Dlstrlct Court end 

Denver Juvenile Court ••••••••••• 
Connectlcut--Superlor Court ........ . 
Olstrlct of Columble--Superlor 

Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Florlda--Clrcult Court ............. . 

Hewall--Clrcult Court .............. . 
Ideho-STATE TOTAL ................. . 

District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
M8glstrotes Division •••••••••••••• 

Konsfts--Dlstrfct Court •••••••••••••• 
Loolslene--Clty Court, Perish Court 

and MunlclpIII end Trefflc Court ... 

Messaehusetts--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• 
Olstrlct Court Department ........ . 
Juvenile Court Department ....... .. 

M I nnesoto--County Court •••••••••• 01 •• 

Montana--Dlstrlct Court ........... . 
N .... Hampshire-STATE TOTAL ........ .. 

District Coort ................... . 
Munlclpel Court .................. .. 

New York--Femlly Court ............ .. 
North Carollne--Dlstrlct Court .... .. 
North Dekota--Dlstrlct Court ....... . 
Oklehome--Dlstrlct Court .......... .. 
Rhodo I slend--Femlly Court ........ .. 
uteh--Juvenlle Court ............... . 
Wash I ngton--Super I or Court ....... .. 

Juvenile 
population 

In 
thousands 

792 
6,388 

809 
823 

143 
2,359 

276 
307 

649 

1,330 

1,490 

1,172 
232 
258 

4,687 
1,655 

192 
855 
243 
540 

1,1:59 

Begin 
pendl ng 

383 

134 

360 
284 

283 

7,614 

2,096 

Filed 

1,0961 

19,559 

2,468 
747 

598 
14,868 

453 
492 

I 
491 

2,206 

574 

1,933 
1,237 

696 
1,904 

547 
552 
550 

2 

9,789 
4,932 

446 
2,000 

636 
1,856 
A,322 

Note: All eve I I lib Ie dete thet ere 90" or more canp I ete ere entered 
In the teble. Blenk speces Indlceta thet eIther the dete 
were unavellebl" or less 1'hen 90S complete, or thet the 
celculetlons ... ,..e Inapproprleto. 

Disposed 

1,0351 

17,755 

1,861 
742 

544 
12,975 

415 
491 

I 
490 

492 

671 

2,602 

End 
pending 

388 

180 

398 
285 

284 

13,822 3,581 
6,928 

2,451 1,638 

2,476 

As percent 
of tiled 

Disposed 

75. 
99. 

91% 
87% 

End 
pending 

52% 

30. 

92S 88S 
100% 58% 
100S 100% 
lOOS 58% 

137. 

141% 
140% 

123% 

57. 

37% 

82% 

IOate ere Incomp let .. : 

Chen90 In Filed Idls-
pending 

Number 

61 1 

(1,804) 

(607) 
5 

46 
11,893) 

Percent 

38 liS 
1 IS 
o 

(82) 

(566) 

1-698) 

-4,033 -53% 
1-1,996) 

-458 -22% 

11,846) 

posed) per 
100,000 

populetlon 

305 
91 

418 
630 

164 
160 

I 
160 
340 

43 

130 
83 
47 

16:5 
236 
214 
213 

209 
298 
232 
234 
262 
344 
38() 

Arlzone--Date were unavel lebl. from MerlcoplI Coonty. 
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TABLE 46: Filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) in trial courts, 1975-1980. 

Variations in court organization: 

These tables include data from both general 
jurisdiction and limited jurisdiction courts, 
although data were unavailable from all courts in 
each state (as indicated by the footnote "p" in 
the profiles in Part II). 

Sources of data for each court are the State 
Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Reaort series, 
1975-1979 and historical data supplie by 
selected state court administrative offices. 

Variations in SUbject matter jurisdiction: 

The jurisdiction of each court is outlined 
briefly in the court system chart for each state 
located in Part II of this report. Variations in 
jurisdiction make caseload comparisons among 
trial courts extremely difficult. 

Variations in case classification and definitions: 

The case claSSifications used in the Annual 
Rfipost series are those chosen for inclusion in 
t e tate Court Model Annual Report and State 
Cour~ Model Statistical Dictionar~. Differences 
among states in the way even the road categories 
civil, criminal, and juvenile are defined can 
make caseload comparisons difficult from state to 
state. For example, some states include support 
and custoQy cases in their juvenile caseload, but 

141 
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the classification scheme used here places them 
in civil (domestic relations) caseload. 

Variations in counting cases: 

Figure C indicates the various units used in 
counting criminal cases in the states. Caseload 
figures are not comparable when they are not 
counted at the same beginning and ending point. 

Appropriate analyses: 

The method of counting cases and the data 
included for each yearly figure were kept 
constant for each court. As a result, the number 
and percent changes in caseloads reported in 
these tables are, except where otherwise noted, 
are due to the actual change (usually growth) in 
filings in the court and not to changes in the 
way the court counted cases. Changes for similar 
courts or for all courts within a state may be 
compared for identical time periods. 

Limitations on use: 

Caseloads normally fluctuate from year to 
year, so changes from one year to the next may 
not be representatiVe of the actual underlying 
trend. The change in the jUl'isdiction of a 
court, or the conSolidation of two or mOI"e 
courts, will have an effect on the caseload of 
the related courts' caseloads. 

~ 
\ 
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I - TABLE 46: 

'~1 Filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) in trial courts, 1975-1980. 
Number of cases filed, and percent changes. 

ClIses FIled 
Percent Chllnges 

Stllte lind court tItle 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1979-1980 1975-1980 Total cases 

Alobam.e:--Clrcult Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 101,646 103,482 99,526 118,438 123,141 4,703 (4~) (II) AllIsko--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 104,781 129,464 138,175 146,573 8,398 (6~) Super I or Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11,744 13,250 13,940 13,492 12,853 -639 (-5~) 1,109 (9J) District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 88,989 113,033 121,475 129,810 8,335 (1J) M8gtstrlltes Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,542 3,208 3,910 702 (22%) Arlzona--Su erlor Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 80 517 84 774 99 668 1 109 069 1 9 401 (9~)1 (Il Arkllnslls--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 612,308 649,484 1 597,602 1 (Il Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 32,795 33,013 35,846 38,692 42,549 46,518 3,969 (9~) 13,723 (42~) Chllncery Court "nd Probate Court ••••••••••••••••• 38,633 39,716 41,512 42,867 43,878 46,421 2,543 (6~) 7,788 (20~) Court of ConInon PlolJs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 364 241 250 1 3771 508 387 -121 (-24%) 23 OJ) County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,888 11,558 11,133 13,672 13,463 -209 (-2%) Munlclplil Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 505,9331 495,504 1 495,225 1 528,043 1 462,961 1 (Il CIty Court, Police Court lind JustIce of the 
Pe8ce Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 26,517 1 30,7471 20,716 1 20,834 1 27,852 1 (Il CII II torn 11I--STATE TOTAL ............................ 15,'250,622 15,910,437 16,509,674 17,290,024 18,179,660 1 18,804,434 (Il 3,553,812 (23%) ..... S~per'lor Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 602,470 667,122 713,880 726,659 740,542 1 710,716 (I) 108,246 (18%) ~ JustJ c& Court ..................................... 1,305,928 1,071,503 825,578 692,543 688,188 635,609 -52,579 (-8~) -670,319 (-5U) 

I\) 
Munfcfpl'Sf Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 13,342,224 14,171,812 14,970,216 15,870,822 16,750,930 17,458,109 707,179 (4J) 4,115,885 !31J) Co I or"d<>--D I str I ct Court "nd Oenvor Super I or, 

JuvenIle, .end Probate Courts ••••••••••••••••••• 118,912 119,207 121,9661 122,116 128,900 139,813 10,913 (8%) 20,901 (18~) Woter CourT •••••••• II • II •• II ............... II ••••••••• 2,256 1,844 2,040 2,868 2,134 2,226 92 (4~) -30 H%) Countt Court ..................................... 231,899 248,860 1 260,526 266,886 295,773 28,887 (11 ~) Connectlcut--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••• ," ••••••••••••• 554,5421 584,949 1 636,155 1 635,769 1 678,587 (Il Super I or Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 29,944 1 30,348 1 31,2721 31,7971 588,704,,1 630,419 Il) (11,1) Court of Conmon Plolls •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 458,528 489,964 541,678 (II) (II) (II) (8) Juvenile CourT ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 15,985 14,452 13,480 15,027 (II) (II) (II) (II) Proboto Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• 55,879 51,214 50,233 47,653 47,065 48,168 1,103 (2') -7,711 (-14J) 
.,-", 

Oellllwere--Superior CourT ............................ 11 ,260 8,721 7,921 7,208 4,12) 7,515 3,394 (82%) -3,745 1-33%) Court of Chancery •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,450 2,664 2,604 2,757 2,657 2,766 109 (4%) J16 !13J) Court of Common P I Bas •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8,375 9,116 9,737 9,583 1 11,150 13,598 2,448 (22J) 5,223 (62%) FamIly Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 21,206 21,957 24,513 25,533 26,874 27,625 751 (3%) 6,419 (30%) Justl C8 of the Pettce Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 94,519 99,140 111,425 110,779 125,770 149,569 23,799 119%) 55,050 (58~) Munlel III Court of \lllmln ton •••••••••••••••••••• 21 019 20 595 25 131 26 353 23 344 -3 009 H1J) DIstrIct of Columblll--Superlor Court ••••••••••••••• 290,537 307,309 317,799 246,361" 209,928" 196,360 (II) (lI) Florldll-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
2,834,458 3,017,778 2,826,235 2,957,955 131,720 (5J) CIrcuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 399,181 373,672 418,677 434,920 399,229 522,876 123,647 (31J) 123,695 (3U) District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 436,106 2,415,581" 2,582,858 2,427,006 2,435,079 8,073 (IJ) Georglll--Suporior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 143,612 161,471 165,527 175,926 181,5231 (Il Steta Court lind County Court-••••••••••••••••••••• 

334,005 1 394,316 418,308 1 435,104 (Il Juven II a Court ••••••••••••• ' •••••••••••••••••••••• 30,484 25,642 1 36,1601 38,289 27,5701 (Il HllwlIll-STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 631,177 697,510 749,933 836,010 807,757 -28,253 (-3$) CIrcuIt Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 26,490 28,041 30,938 32,550 34,099 35,610 1,511 (4J) 9,120 (34%) LlInd Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 49 57 44 53 46 104 58 (126J) 55 (112%) T8X ~P~'981 CourT ••••••• t ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 189 41 43 47 59 34 -25 (-42%) -155 (-82%) Olstrlc"r Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 603,038 666,485 717 ,283 801,806 772,009 -29,797 (-4$) Idaho--STATE TOTflL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 250,397 262,636 275,991 298,664 312,080 321,947 9,867 OJ) 7\,550 (29.) Drstrl ct Court ••• "'.e._ •••••••• '~.'."" II.':"!' ".!"~'.' 12,,812 13,120 11,584 11,612 11,425 11 ,581 156 OJ) -1,231 HOJ) 
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Indlana--Suporlor Court and Circuit Court •••••••••• 278,737 348,332 

Crlmlnel Court of MlIrlon County •••••••••••••••••• 2,394 1,950 
County Court ....................................... 218,257 235,380 
Juven lie Court of Marlon County •••••••••••••••••• 6,097 5,586 
Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,744 5,003 
Municipal Court of Marlon County ................. 145,852 153,541 

1000a--Dlstrlct Court ............................... 545,582 587,921 597,231 
Kansas-District Court ............................. 42,038 45,055 i?5,710a 

Kontucky--STATE TOTAL .............................. 795,299 809,234 

Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 71,591 70,699 79,671 
Olstrtct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court, Quarterly Court, Police Court, 

end Justice Court .............................. 724,600 729,563 

Lou' 5 r lIna--D I str' ct Court,,""""""""""""""""""""""""" 163,571J 369,379 

Family Court and Juvonllo Court .................. (J) 26,217 
City Court, Parish Court, and Now Orloens 

Munlclpel and TraffIc Court .................... 564,753 569,813 1 

Malne-Superlcy," Court .............................. 13,892 12,384 15,587 
District Court ................................... II 7 ,845 186,823 1 

Marylend--C'rcult Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 112,266 121,616 133,344 
DistrIct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• !, 124, 138 1,158,439 

MassGchusetts--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••• 00 ••••• 2,203,658 
Supor I or Court DepGrtmentk ••••••••••••••••••••••• 67,730 68,593 66,649 

01 strl ct Court Departmentk ••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,546,103 3,602,494 
Boston MunlclpGf Court DepGrtmentk ••••••••••••••• 455,241 
Hous f 09 Court Departmontk ........................ 12,688 11,981 
Llmd Court DepGrtmentk ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7,699 8,022 

Probate and Femllv Court Departmentk ............. 101,362 88,874 
Juven II Q Court Departmentk ••••••••••••••••••••••• II ,966 11,654 1 

-L loll cn I gen--STATE TOTAL .............................. 3,239,777J 
~ Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 159,778 153,350 156,605 v.:> 

Court Qt ClaIms ................................... 981 715 
Recorder'S Court of DetroIt •••••••••••••••••••••• 878,723 963,891 
Common Pletts Court of Dotrolt •••••••••••••••••••• 171,573J 178,441J 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,695,852 1,783,654 1 

Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 245,958 245,803 
Probate Court ..................................... 93,334 

Mlnnesota--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 29,333 1 30,5621 28,8551 
Missourl--Clrcult Court end Court of COImIOn Ploos .. 74,314 74,474 72,132 

~ntana--olstr'ct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 30,583 
Nebraske--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 376,625 402,561 

DistrIct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 21,872 24,447 25,201 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 227,718 255,624 

Munfclpe' Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 121,628 119,695 
Separllte Juven' I e Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,070 1,992 
Workmen's Compensation Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 762 803 

New Hampshfre--Superlor Court ...................... 23,719 24,189 24,737 
Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 15,055 15,262 

New Jorsoy--Suporlor Court and County Courtk ....... 94,731 96,557 97,409 
JuvenIle and DomestIc RelatIons Court ............ 133,546 146,358 151,717 
County District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 376,866 382,055 

..fl. MunIcIpal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3,744,049 3,750,717 
New Msxfco--D'strlct Court ......................... 40,599 43,955 (I) 

Magistrate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 99,536 121,087 
New YOr.'k--Supreme Court and County Court ••••••••••• 154,163 145,758 147,426 

Famr Iy Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 198,753 292,288 305,325 
CIvil Court of the City of New york .............. 151,488 144,011 
Surrogate's Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 53,351 1 51,6061 

\ 
, t 

c 

.,,,,, .. -,;.,-,;;, ... -, -~;;,;, ;..;..; 
344,047 388,727a 

1,924 (a) 
301,125 315,737 

6,518 (a) 
6,215 7,791 

151,283 157,405 
517,705 503,882 
410,398a 430,950 
545,089" 665,745 

65,977 70,925 
580,112a 594,819 

(e) (a) 
370,541 417,770 

28,240 35,880 

570,661 1 604,812 
15,683 16,077 

215,7071 236,295 1 

133,199 143,318 
1,184,816 1,142,950 

4,109,871 
62,679 

3,839,259 
64,24 I 

24,540 14,441 
8,565 9,005 

100,097 105,820 
13,433 14,426 

198,943
' 

218,341 1 

495 382 
449,865 

257,680 
2,238,822 1 2,613,747 

187,222 44,74' 
42,455 
27,139' 

114,8661 

79,578 198,293e 

29,278 30,553 
448,249 473,046 

27,443 27,182 
282,9.'3 290,464 
135,350 153,218 

1,727 1,648 
796 534 

26,615 24,606 
16,288 16,470 

101,421 102,568 
165,840 189,543 
405,325 412,971 

4,014,988 4,218,954 
4~,328 53,517 

127,185 122,226 
96,I77k 96,757 

322,481
' 

319,745
' 

135,782 142,592 
52,514 1 51,207 1 

~ 

. ,-.. _, .... 
437,681 

(e) 
363,665 

(a) 

8,454 
165,504 
528,2501 
446,935 
727,232 

80,713 
645,459 

(al 
478,225 
22,010 

690,364 
17,784 

231,461 I 

149,689 

3,866,955 
55,278 

3,595,315 
63,642 
14,917 
8,857 

116,027 
12,919 

48,954 
(el 

47,928 
(a) 
663 

-I ,901 
(II 

15,975 
61,487 

9,847 
51,640 

(e) 
60,455 

-13,870 

85,552 
1,707 

(I) 

6,371 

-242,916 
-7,401 

-243,944 
-599 
476 

-148 
10,207 
-I ,507 

- ----------

. -,.. 
03%1 

05%) 

(9~) 

(-IS) 

(4" 
(9S) 

(14$) 
(9$) 

04S) 
(-39$) 

04$) 
(II $) 

(4$) 

(-6%) 
<-12$) 

(-6S) 
(-IS) 

(3$) 
(-2S) 
(lOS) 

(-lOS) 

(I) 

(a) 

9,182 (13$) 

3,892 (28$) 

37,423 (33$) 

-12,452 (-18$1 
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-1 TABLE 46: 
~\ Filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) in trial courts, 1975-1980. (continued) r w..-- --1 North C~roll n~--ST"'TE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,411,914 1,470,380 1,586,506 1,582,624 1,618,867 35,243 (2J) 

Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 119,197 120,563 124,499 129,350 139,399 10,049 (8%) 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,292,757 1,349,817 1,462,007 1,453,274 1,479,468 26,194 (2J) 

North Oakota--Dfstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 8,361 9,685 11,065 17 ,259 18,401 19,505 1,104 (6J) 11,144 (133%) 
County Court .1 th Increased Jurlsdl ctl on ••••••••• 16,5031 20,038 1 21,7261 21,939 1 88,459 (I) 

County Probt.lte Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,3421 1,7181 1,7871 1,592 1,453 -139 (-9J) 
County Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5,2201 6,601 1 5,8401 4,4131 4,482 1 (I) 

Oh I o--Court of Conrnon PI ees •••••••••••••••••••••••• 475,664 464,U8 483,220 496,872 500,190 515,140 14,950 (3%) 39,476 (8J) 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 200,923 215,625 189,134 197,854 239,152 41,298 (21J) 
Court of Claims •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 530 1,959 1,989 1,951 2,471 520 (27J) 
,",unlcleal Court.: ................................ 1,758,164 1,730,057 1,860,341 1,889,699 2,109,395 219,696 (12%) 

Ok I ~holM--o I str I ct Court ........................... 373,776 403,014 426,772 457,561 447,083 496,303 47,220 ( l1J) 122,527 ('3J) 
Court of ~nk Rev I ew ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9 5 6 5 (al (~) 

Court of Tax Rov low •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 1 0 6 5 -1 (-17%) 
Oregon--Clrcult Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 72,497 83,573 81,720 91,182 94,998 98,909 3,911 (4J) 26,412 (36J) 

Tax Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 232 181 148 138 112 118 6 (5%) -114 (-49%) 
DIs.trlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 553,419 549,300 603,959 599,997 592,315 -7,682 (-1%) 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••• 456 400 282 249 271 22 (9J) 
Just I ce Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 97,3961 123,1471 157,154 1 149,1221 

,",unlcleal Court .................................. 135,7091 162,5931 206,902 1 213,1491 

Pennsylv~nla--Court of Common Ple.s ................ 290,757 292,186 288,878 296,033 310,369 364,306 53,937 (17%) 73,549 (25%) 
Phll~dolphla MunicIpal Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 113,123 124,614 121,904 119,032 145,367 26,335 (22J) 
District Justice Court ........................... 1,695,166 1,587,214 1,667,028 1,797,780 1,934,933 137,153 (8~) 

...I. 
PhIladelphIa TraffIc Court ....................... 1,653,121 1,230,642 1,213,270 1,093,331 2,532,181 1,438,850 (132%) 

~ Puerto Rlco- o:;:,Superlor Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 111,022 114,874 119,890 119,597 128,002 8,405 (7%) 
~ DIstrict Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 349,332 176,246 152,345 162,131 1 164,164 (I) 

Rhode Island--Superlor Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 10,207 10,010 9,494 9,976 10,669 11,597 928 (9J) 1,390 (14J) 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 76,602 57,783 58,606 60,653 67,306 70,926 3,602 (5%) -5,616 (-7%) 
F~mll;t: Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11,391 12,260 12,264 12,022 13,974 12,314 -1,660 (-12J) 923 (8J) 

South Carol1na--Clrcult Court ...................... 53,925J 60,088J 58,60BJ 68,095J 12,506 (J) 
County Court and Civil ~nd Crlmln~1 Court ........ 23,065J 14,586J 10,955J 7,419J (a) (~,J ) 
Fomlly Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 42,245 54,272 63,161 52,635 53,184 549 (lJ) 
Magistrate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 551,066 581,750 591,815 620,273 621,266 993 (1 J) 

Tennessee--Clrcult Court and CrImInal Court ........ 76,051 16,966 81,335 80,885 81,8dl 87,957 6,076 (7%) 11,546 (15%) 
Low and Equity Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,566 4,847 4,466 3,868 4,200 4,344 144 (5J) -222 (-5~) 

Chancer~ Court ................................... 29,569 30,998 32,419 32,663 34,536 35,755 1,219 (4.) 6,186 (21J) ~ 

Tox8s--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7,007,062' 7,304,756' 7,968,6831 8,253,067 1 8,713,452' (I) 

DIstrict Court and CrimInal DIstrIct Court ....... 357,509 361,949 378,314 394,679 415,845 439,764 23,919 (6J) 82,255 (23%) 
County Court ~t L.w, ConstItutIonal County 

Court, end Probete Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 369,977 412,903 437,861 1 457,160 454,361 -2,799 (-1~) 

Municipal Court. I) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,958,513 5,301,344 1 5,398,064 1 5,544,023 1 5,884,021
' 

(I) 

Justice of the P~ace Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,316,623 1,583,808 1 1,738,0791 1,836,0391 1,935,3061 (I) 

Uteh--D I str I ct- Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 28,672 28,601 30,362 31,986 29,907 33,434 3,527 (12J) 4,762 <17J) 
Juvenile court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 36,378 36,093 38,148 39,166 34,940 -4,226 
Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 530,242al 558,4381 28,196 (5J) 1 
City Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 513,291 484,049 548,959 (a) (a) 

Vermont--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 81,180 84,558 113,854 123,8071 123,554
' 

-253 (-1J)1 
Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,319 6,750 6,672 6,974 7,194 1 7,675 1 481 (7J) I (1) 

01 strl ct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• e ••••••••• 76,442 69,907 73,555 102,018 111,8551 '1',402
' 

-453 (-1J) I (I) 

Prob~te Court .................................... 4,523 4,431 4,862 4,758 4,477 -281 (-6J) 
Vlrglnla--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,704,835 1,760,844 1,897,764 2,016,994 2,194,363 177 ,369 (9%) 

:" Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 104,582 106,819 117,351 125,058 130,461 138,986 8,525 m) 34,404 (33%) 
Dlstrl ct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,598,016 1,643,493 1,772,706 1,886,533 2,055,377 168,804 (9%) 

Wash I ngton--Super lor Court ••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 116,640 121,811 127,965 135,630 146,380 158,848 12,468 (9J) 42,208 (36J) 
District Court ~nd Justices of the Peace ......... 664,992 705,346 754,198 764,309 807,897 43,588 (6J) 

Wvomlno--Dlstrlct Court ...... " .................... 9.310 11.157 13.944 .14.RQ4 1~. 7~' RSQ Il\l\ 
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Alab~~--Clrcult court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
A I aske--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mag 1 strates Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••• 

Arlzona--Su erlor Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkllnsas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••••• 

Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Chancery ~nd Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 
Court ot Corrrrw;m Pleas •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MuniCipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court, Police Court, and Justice of the 

75,869 

9,283 

63 599 

19,808 
'8,6~3 

364 

78,016 
19,703 
10,749 
8,652 

302 
62 5741 
76,141 1 

20,200 
39,716 

241 
300 

15,255 1 

64,619 
21,638 
11,375 
10,118 

145 
68 635 
84,2671 

22,074 
41,512 

250 1 

1,674 
18,563 1 

70,465 
23,901 
11,370 
12,292 

239 
79 5871 

89,404 1 

24,408 
42,867 

.377 1 

1,956 
19,6551 

73,111 
25,918 
11,066 
14,451 

401 
84 8521 

99,090 

27,683 
43,878 

508 
1,886 

24,998 1 

76,463 
24,605 
10,433 
13,618 

554 
91 562 1 

104,5051 

30,041 
46,421 

387 
1,628 

25,869 1 

3,352 (5J) 
-1,313 (-5%) 

-633 (-6%) 
-833 (-6%) 

153 138%) 
6 710 (8J) 

(Il 

2,358 (9%) 
2,543 (6%) 

-121 (-24%) 
-258 (-14%) 

(I) 

594 

1,150 

(I) 

10,233 
7,788 

23 

OJ) 

(52%) 
(20%) 
(6~) 

__ -2P~e~a~c~eC~o~u~rt~.~.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~·~··~.~.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~. ________________ ~42~9~I ______ ~1~9~4~1 ______ ~1~41~1 ________ 1~3~7~1 ______ -21~59~I~ ____ ~(I,~)~ ________________ ___ 

1,267,667 1,320,321 1,391,856 1,489,106 1,591,749 102,643 
Callfornlll--SH.TE TOTAL ........................... . 1,248,298 

467,092 
69,134 

712,072 

I" 
f 

'\ 

Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MuniCipa!l Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Colorado--Dlstrlct Court and Denver Superior and 
Prob~te CourtsJ ......... ' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Water Court ...................................... . 
Count Court, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Connectlcut--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Court of Corrmon P I ellis ............................. . 
Juvenile Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

De Illiware--Super I or Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court ot Chancery •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court ot Common Pleas ............................ . 
FamIly Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the Pesce ............................ . 

015 tr I ct ot Co I umb I a--Super t or Court ••••••••••••••• 
Florlda--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CJ reu It Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Goorgla--Suporlor Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
State Court and County Court ................... .. 

Hawall--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• 
Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Land Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
TlIIx Appea I Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ••••• 41 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Magistrates Division ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1IIInols--Clrcutt Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Indlana--Superlor Court ftnd Circuit Court ......... . 

county Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Munlcl ftl Court of Marlon Count ••••••••••••••••• 

lowa--Dlstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--D t 5 tr I et Court •••••••• 41 •••••••••••••••••••• 

Kentucky--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DIstrict Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court, Quarter Iy Court, Poll co Court, 

and Just I co Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

, t 

,~.--~----------~---~---~ 

89,213 
2,256 

25,003 

o 
55,879 

7,173 
2,450 
3,114 

171,959 

254,148 

16,665 
49 

189 

37,224 
9,701 

27,52.3 
632,664 

124,185 
35,312 

58,859 

501,775 548,933 563,355 579,754 548,442 -31,312 
58,031 49,828 45,635 48,776 53,210 4,434 

!7~) 

1-5%) 
(9%) 

(15J) 707,861 721,560 782,866 860,576 990,097 129,521 

89,884 
1,844 

47 617 

217,137 
25,793 

140,130 
o 

51,214 
4,9.35 
2,664 
3,354 

10,522 
13,841 

170,059 

243,129 
222,233 

87,133 

29,731 
18,000 

57 
41 

11 633 
40,245 

9,719 
30,526 

633,246 
173,924 
51,951 
6,744 

14 957 
125,415 
37,811 

122,252 
59,497 

62,755 

90,198 1 

2,040 
57 921 

217 ,489 
26,891 

140,214 
151 

50,23.3 
3,824 
2,604 
3,412 

15,480 

161,944 
472,895 
250,080 
222,815 
104,344 
114,9391 

31,864 
20,763 

44 
43 

11 014 
45,537 
8,240 

37,297 
635,666 
189,607 
67,057 
6,00.3 

15 302 
129,770 
58,005a 

130,927 
65,998 

64,929 

90,309 
2,868 

64 435 

207,534 
28,089 

131,619 
173 

47 ,653 
3,915 
2,757 
3,049 1 

14,004 
15.844 

158,286 
477 ,563 
262,355 
215,208 
110,697 
147 ,693 
33,656 
22,616 

53 
47 

10 940 
48,172 

8,483 
39,689 

68g,701 
2UO,991 

89,015 
5,410 

16 963 
14.3,817 
92,076al 

166,994a 

55,845 
111,149a 

95,982 
2,134 

69 518 

194,969 
147,904a 

(a) 

(lI) 

47 ,065 
4,121 
2,657 
3,739 

15,587 
16.459 

150,647 
441,720 
231,832 
209,888 
115,438 
119,5191 

35,323 
22,903 

46 
59 

12 369 
52,762 
8,380 

44,382 
672,588 
221,334 
90,178 
6,399 

21 132 
153,599 
104,013 
169,751 
60,414 

109,337 

105,387 
2,226 

75 039 

208,164 
159,996 

(a) 

(a) 
48,168 

4,400 
2,766 
4,069 

16,316 
19,028 

146,182 
504,504 
275,194 
229,.310 
115,2761 

153,991 
38,398 
24,662 

104 
34 

13 598 
53,223 
8,187 

45,036 
723,263 
239,920 
103,325 

6,871 
24,183 

195,032 
117,037 
183,111 
69,214 

113,897 

9,405 
92 

5 521 

13,195 
12,092 

(a) 

(a) 

1,103 
279 
109 
330 
729 

2.569 
-4,465 
62,784 
43,362 
19,422 

!Il 
(I) 

(lOJ) 
(4%) 
(8%) 

(7%) 
(8%) 

(m 
(4%) 
(9%) 
(5%) 

(16%) 
(-3%) 
(14%) 
(19%) 
(9%) 

3,075 
1,759 

58 
-25 
229 

(9%) 
(8%) 

(126%) 
1-42%) 

(10%) 
471 

-193 
154 

50,675 
18,586 
13,147 

472 
3.051 

41,433 
1.3,024 
13,360 
8,800 
4,560 

(1%) 
(-2%) 
(I J) 
(8%) 
(8%) 

(15%) 
17%) 

(14J) 
(27%) 
(13%) 

(8%) 

!15%) 
(4%) 

343,451 
81,350 

-15,924 
278,025 

(28%) 
117%) 

(-23J) 
(39%) 

16,174 (l8J) 

-30 H%I 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

-7,711 (-14%) 
-2,773 (-39%1 

316 <13J) 
955 (.31%) 

-25,777 1-15%) 

20,946 (8J) 

7,997 (48%) 
55 (1I2J) 

-155 1-82%) 

15,999 
-1,514 
17,513 
~O,599 

70,847 
(a) 

10,355 

(43%) 
1-16%) 

(64J) 
(\4%) 

(57~) 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 46: 
Filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) in trial courts, 1975-1980. (continued) 

Lou Is hm8--D I str I ct Court .......................... 100,868 236,010 141,000 152,965 161,884 8,919 (6%) 

CIty Court, ParIsh Court, ~nd New Or leans 
Mun'clpal Court ••••••••••• If •••••••••••••••••••• 59,537 62,351 1 61,5151 69,223 81,063 11,840 (1m 

M~tne--Sup9rlor Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5,158 5,851 7,568 8,023 7,760 8,595 835 (11 ~) 3,437 (67~) 

District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 38,693 39,5601 40,246 1 47,6361 49,564 1 (ll 

M.!!Iryllmd--Clrcutt Court ............................. 57,330 62,158 66,026 74,720 81,064 86,295 5,231 (6~) 28,965 (51~) 

: DIstrIct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 299,201 332,812 371,336 398,260 423,704 458,726 35,022 (8~1 159,525 (53~) 

Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL ......................... 418,600 411,467 484,224 494,162 9,938 (2~) 

Superior Court oepllrtmentk ••••••••••••••••••••••• 32,247 31,085 31,395 31,193 31,186 -7 (-1%) -461 (-1~) 

District Court Oepartmen~ik ••••••••••••••••••••••• 239,885 249,624 170,054 297,034 294,683 -2,351 (-8~) 

Boston Mun) cl pal Court Departmentk ••••••••••••••• 31,079 26,313 31,783 31,150 t,367 (4%) 

Housing Court Departmentk •••••••••••••••••••••••• 7,490 7,239 16,401 8,789 9,659 870 (10%) 
Land Court Oepartmentk ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7,699 8,022 8,565 9,005 6,857 -148 (-2~) 

Probate and FamIly Court Deeartmentk ............. 101,362 88,874 100,097 105,820 116,027 10,207 (10~) 

Mlchlgan--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 556,531l 643,843 1 709,9821 

Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 132,202 126,924 130,433 115,0391 189,4481 234,764 (1) 102,562 (78~) 

Court of Claims •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 987 715 495 382 4241 (J) 

Common Pleas Court of Dotro It •••••••••••••••••••• 111 ,57}.! 178,441J 168,644 146,429 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••• 112,746 179,171 245,759 1 334,7321 355,579 20,847 (6~) 

MunicIpal Court •••••••••••••••••• l. ••••••••••••••• 16,590 13,676 9,586 3,479 1,523 -1,956 (-56~) 
Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 67,711 18,040 1 35,512 1 34,2931 (J) 

HI nnesota--O I str I ct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 21,342 21,643 18,843 16,461 19,361 20,975 1,614 (8%) -367 (-2~) 

Missourl--Glrcult Court and Court of COIMlOn Pleas .. 14,314 74,474 72,132 79,578 198,293a 221,135 22,842 (12~1 (al 
-" Montana--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 18,668 1 25,055 26,312 27,272 900 (3%;--
~ 
(J') Nebreska--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 61,042 66,559 71,743 76,512 85,2441 (I) 

District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 15,229 17 ,232 18,640 21,272 22,313 27,977 1 (1) (J) 

County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 27,967 29,963 31,408 33,337 34,754 1,417 (4~) 

Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 15,081 17,153 18,267 20,328 21,881 1,553 (8~) 

Workmen's Come:ensatlon Court ••••••••••••••••• c ••• 762 803 796 534 612 18 (15~) 

New H.mpshlre--STATE TOTAL ......................... 56,142 68,561 10,5671 (I) 

Supor1or Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 17 ,398 17,158 17,745 19,479 18,464 16,677 -1,787 HO.) -721 H~) 

DistrIct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 23,370 33,537 36,444 1 (I) 

Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 15,055 15,262 16,288 16,470 16,648 178 (1%) 
Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 559 690 198 108 (16%) 

New Jersey--Superlor Court and County Courtk ....... 63,231 64 ,877 68,371 74,337 17 ,427 80,411 3,044 (4~) 11,240 (27~) 

County District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 280,941 293,917 303,057 317,885 331,672 353,917 22,245 0.) 72,976 (26~) 

JuvenIle and DomestIc RelatIons Court ............ 50,889 61,814 69,414 73,460 80,878 80,1:53 -745 (-1~) 29,234 (57~) 

Now Moxlco--Dlstrlct Court" ........................ 30,374 33,990 39,217 40,568 44,069 
MagIstrate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 13,645 14,964 14,276 15,294 18,376 3,082 (20~) 

New York--Supreme Court and County Court ........... 119,009 114,099 116,031 64,671 k 65,951 68,209 2,258 (3~) (k) 

F2Imlly Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• li ••••••••••• 153,220 243,416 257,885 273,6631 271,815 1 280,486 (ll 127,266 (83.) 
Civil Court of tho City of Now york .............. 151,488 144,011 135,782 142,592 149,511 6,919 (5.) 
Surrogate t s Court •••••••• It ••••••••••••••••••••••• 53,351 1 51,6061 52,514 1 51,207 1 52,5161 1,309 (3~)1 

North C8roll nD--STATE TOTAL ........................ 291,420 313,954 335,341 352,307 393,442 41,135 (\2~) 

DIstrict Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 219,428 224,810 244,655 264,120 279,548 315,867 36,319 (13~) 96,439 (44~) 

SUeer I or Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 66,610 69,299 71,221 72,159 77,575 4,816 0.) 

North Dakota--STA1E TOTAL .......................... 14,6181 19,7\71 21,666 1 23,255 1 25,279 1 (1) 

District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,430 7,630 9,006 9,975 11,070 11,955 885 (8~1 5,525 (86~) 

County Court wIth Increased JurIsdictIon ......... 5,6031 8,0271 8,7731 9,492 1 10,636 (ll 

County Probate Court .............................. 1,3421 1,7181 1,787 1 1,592 1,~53 -139 (-9~) 

County Just I ce Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 433 966 1,131 1 i,I01 1 1,235 (f) 

Ohlo--Court of Convnon Pleas •••••••••••••••••••••••• 249,822 244,569 249,569 254,758 256,661 262,785 6,124 12~) 12,963 (5~) 

County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 20,874 20,512 20,690 23,377 25,696 2,319 (to.) 
Munlclp8l Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 307,954 313,330 331,798 356,578 :510,746 14,168 (4~) 
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Okl Ilhoma--Ol strl ct Court ••• " ••••••••• I ••••••••••••• 
Court of Stink Review •••••••••••••••• " •••••••••••• 

Court of T~)( Review .............................. . 
Orogon--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CJrcult Court •••••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 
Tax Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• II ••••••••••••• 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

County Court ..................................... . 
Justice Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pennsylvanla--Court of Common Pletls •••••••••••••••• 

PhiladelphIa Munlclp81 Court .................... . 
DistrIct Justice Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Olstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Rhode Is I end'--Superl or Court •• <II •••••••••••••••••••• 

Dlstrlr't Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
F.,mlly Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

South Caioll na--cr reu It Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court end CIvil 8nd CrImInal Court ...... .. 
M~9lstrate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tennassee--CI rcu 1 t Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ll.Iw lind Equity Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cheocery Court •••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••• 

Texes--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DIstrIct Court end r:rlmln81 DIstrIct Court ...... . 
County Court 8t Lew, Constltutlon81 County 

Court, end Probata Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justl ee of the Peace Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Utah--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •• 
CI reu It Court .................................... . 

City Court ••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Vermont--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Super I or Court ......................... It •••••••••• 
DIstrIct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Vlrglnla--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••• 
CircuIt Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

W8sh I ngton--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• ,. ••••• 
Supor I or Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DIstrIct Court snd JustIce. of the Pe8ce ........ . 
P-4un leloal and Poll C8" r.ourt •••• ~ •••••••••••••••••• 

Wlsconsln--Clrcult Court and County Court ......... . 
WyomlnQ--Dlstrlct Court ........................... . 

Crll.ln81 Cltses 

A I abama--C I reu I t Court •••• ,. ••••••••••••••••••• '" •••• 

AI aska--STATE TOTAL ••••• • ,' ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Super I or Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District Court ••••••••••••••• " .................... . 
Mag I s 1'l"'lIItos Court. I: •••• ,. '" •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Arlzona--Sup9:.'or C~Jrf •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkanslls-"~TATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CI reu I t CO"rt .................................... . 
Munlclpllt Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CIty Court, PolIce Court, 8nd JustIce of the 
POl!lce Court •••••••••••••••••••• I. " ............ . 

Callfornfl:l--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Justice Court .................................... . 
Munlclp81 Court .................................. . 

, t 

157,853 

46,832 
232 

143,832 

6,542 
33,335 

4,564 

46,589 
4,566 

29,569 

26.1,888 

26,029 

6,275 
15,473 

62,9:58 

90,663 

192,243 
7,987 

25,777 

1,075 

13,662 

12,987 

776,967 
57,65& 
97,344 

621 ,987 

160,562 
9 
0 

117,8291 

55,618 
181 

58,920 
214 

2,8961 

178,800 
69,219 

151,672 
78,476 
46.697 

6,7:53 
29,026 

5,115 
25,377 
23,065 
94,758 
47,357 
4,847 

30,998 
556,994

' 
272,601 

131,036 1 

153,537 1 

25,533 

23,705 
24,082 

6.691 
12,868 

464,901 
63,976 

161,986 
94,325 
67,661 

20R,2AO 
7,981 

25,466 
23,886 

991 
21,335 

1,560 
13,913 

116,1 901 

12,813 
99,254 1 

4,123 1 

778,003 
57,430 
83,863 

636,710 

In,406 181,020 
5 6 

1 0 
123,197

' 
139,6081 

53,116 60,562 
148 ';;8 

66,265 75,089 
177 149 

3,491 1 3,6701 

180,206 186,106 
72,874 69,713 

159,325 163,556 
85,719 94,351 
43,104 46,109 

6,341 6,795 
28,488 29,196 

5,667 5,134 
29,259 28,300 
14,586 10,95~ 

105,856 101 ,963 
49,462 49,378 
4,466 3,868 

32,419 32,663 
622,562

' 
371,271

' 285,335 296,127 

141,691 1 143,827
' 195,5361 '98,~17' 

27,010 28,542 

26,439 31,068 
21,668 22,367 

6,601 6,892 
10,636 10,613 

470,630 52&,485 
67,685 71,975 

170,755 176,425 
99,000 103,946 
71,755 72,479 

18R,406 
9,044 11 ,583 

24,143 23,326 
19,707 20,264 

1,062 1,190 
17 ,054 17,705 

1,571 1,369 
13,231 

138,3561 
14,005 

130,9761 

13,714 14,264 
113,761 1 112,7681 

10,821 1 3,9261 

807,364 794,679 
57,161 58,077 
71,973 63,500 

678,230 ti73,102 

185,136 198,849 13,713 (7%) 40,996 (26%) 
5 (8) (ft) 

6 5 -1 <-17%) 
147,4741 154,524 (I) 

62,782 68,430 5,648 (9%) 21,598 (46%) '--1 112 118 6 (5%) -114 (-49%) 
81,404 85,795 4,391 (5%) 

155 181 26 (17%) 
3,021 1 

196,919 238,987 42,068 (21%) 
71,813 96,723 24,910 (35.) 

184,150 196,171 12,021 0%) 
94,556 101,035 6,479 0%) 
51 ,262 54,818 3,556 OJ) 

7,087 7,158 71 C1 J) 616 (9%) 
31,586 31,104 -482 (-2%) -2,231 (-7%1 

5,817 5,392 -425 (-7J) 808 118,S) 
36,349 38,359 2,010 (5%) 

7,419 (a) (8) 

88,381 90,748 2,367 13%) 
51,158 53,398 2,240 (4%) 6,809 115%) 
4,200 4,344 144 13%) -222 1-5%) 

34,536 35,755 1,219 (4$) 6,186 (21%) 
724,9481 752,0751 (I) 

311,984 333,854 21,870 (7J) 68,966 (26%) 

145,036 149,712 4,676 (3%) 
267,928 1 268,5091 581 11%) 

27,511 30,636 3,125 (11%) 4,607 118%) 
38,2558 51,889 13,634 (36%) 

(e) (8) (8) 
22,632 24,282 1,650 (7%) 

6,757 7,619 862 (l3~) 1,344 (21%) 
11 ,117 12,166 1,069 (lOS) -3,287 (-2IS) 

612,655 114,957 102,302 117J) 
75,341 78,732 3,391 (5%) 15,794 (25J) 

206,714 231,000 i.~,266 112%) 
112,320 117,946 5,626 (5J) 27,283 (30J) 
92,445 109,851 17.406 (19%) 
'-,nn'! ',?03 1,194 (591) 

198,6408 218,974 20,344 (10~) 26,731 (l4() ," 
12,259 13,041 782 (6t) 5,054 (63() 

24,302 26,896 2,594 (1IJ) 1,119 (d) 

18,835 18,641 -194 (-1%) 
1,074 1,240 166 I15J) 165 115%) 

16,027 15,453 -574 !-4%) 
1,734 1,948 214 (12%) 

13,815 16,411 2.596 (l9U 2,749 (20%) 
118,7061 120,3251 (I) 

14,866 16,471 1,611 III J) 3,490 (27J) 
113,701 1 99,908 1 (I) 

3,5191 3,9401 (I) 

804,812
' 

827,631 (1) 50,644 (7J) 
56,2801 60,420 (I) 2,764 (5S) 
63,988 67,185 3,197 (5%) -30,159 (-31%) 

" 684 ,544 700,0?6 15,482 (2S) 78,039 (lU) 

(continued on next page) 
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tj - TABLE 46: 
Filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) in trial courts, 1975-1980. (continued) 

1 Colorado--Dlstrlct Court and Denver SuperIor Court. 14,569 14,334 15,690 15,025 15,281 17,524 2,2:51 (l5~) 2,955 (20%) 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 41,862 42,3081 43,018 32,925 41,132 8,201 (25%) 

Connectl cut--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 95,146 91,400 91,182 101,354a 109,179 7,825 (8%) 
Suporlor Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• ' 4,941 4,555 4,522 3,811 101,354e 109,179 1,825 (8~) (e) 

Court of Common Pleas ............................ 91,191 86,818 81,311 (a) (a) (a) (a) 
Delawere--Superlor Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,081 5,186 4,097 3,293 2,950 3,115 165 (6%) -972 (-24$) 

Court of Common PI eas ......................... I •••• 5,261 5,762 6,325 6,534 7,411 9,529 2,118 (29%) 4,268 (81%) 
Municipal Court of Wilmington .................... 8,785 8,754 9,540 8,893 9,154 8,559 -545 (-6~) -226 (-3~) 

Justices of the Peace Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 22,518 23,196 22,668 22,956 26,707 3,751 (16%) 
District of Columbla--Sueerlor Court ••••••••••••••• 33,923 31,956 29,040 28,332 29,404 33,533 4,129 (14%) -390 (-1%) 
Florlda--STATE TOTAL ............................... 348,834 :nO,035 325,647 386,231 60,584 (19%) 

CIrcuIt Court ........................ " .......... 82,222 66,166 92,526 95,842 91,812 125,975 34,163 (3H) n,753 (53%) 
Georgla--Superlor Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 42,962 45,989 42,023 45,480 48,741 1 (Il 

State Court and County Court •••••••• "' •••••••••••• 63,353 73,402 75,214
' 

90,609 (I) 

Probete Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3,327 3,470 5,323 4,062 
Howall--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••••• 44,116 38,571 40,400 45,199 46,367 568 (1~) 

Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••• " •••. , ••••••••••••• 2,086 2,028 1,992 2,097 2,801 2,453 -348 (-12J) 361 118%) 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 42,088 36,585 38,30.5 42,998 43,914 916 (2~) 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 34,602 30,490 29,444 29,219 30,036 32,894 2,858 (10%) -1,708 <-5%) 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3,094 3,379 3,324 3,113 3,027 3,312 345 (11%) 278 (9%) 
Magistrates DivIsion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 31,508 27,11 1 26,120 26,106 21,009 29,522 2,513 (9%) -1,986 (-6~) 

-L 
1IIInols--Clrcult Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 598,300 520,112 519,334 517.975 581,976 649,240 67,264 (12%) SO,940 (9%) 

~ 
Indlana--Super1or Court and Circuit Court .......... 43,495 48,189 42,199 51,038a 57,116 6,678 m%) 

CO Criminal Court of Marlon County •••••••••••••••••• 2,394 1,950 1,924 (a) (a) (a) 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 36,167 32,536 40,589 41,223 52,902 5,679 (12%) 
JuYent Ie Court of ~rlon County •••••••••••••••••• 42 26 15 (a) (e) (a) 
Mun I c I ~a I Court of Mar I on Count~ ••••••••••••••••• 35,595 58,423 39,591 45,511 50,309 4,738 (10~) 

I owzs--D I str 1 ct Court •••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••• 205,096 190,363 177,024 198,019 166,251 1 (I) (I) 

Kzsnses--DI strt ct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,726 1,255 19,835a 25,211 a 25,163 26,984 1,821 (7~) (a) 

Kentucky-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••• "' •• Co ••••••••••• 220,558 232,415 203,860a 208,426 218,691 10,265 (5~) 

CIrcuIt Court •• ••••••••••••••••••• '.'1. " ••••••••• 12,732 1 1,202 13,673 10,132 10,512 11,559 1,047 110,) -1,173 (-9%) 
DIstrict Court •••••••••••••• ., •••••••••••••••••••• 193,728a 197,914 201,132 9,218 (5%) 
County Court, Quarterly Court, police Court, 

and Justice Court .............................. 209,356 218,742 (e) (e) (a) (e) 

Loulslenll--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 52,297 26,217 229,541 264,805 316,341 51,536 (I9~) 

City Court, Perish Court, and New Orleens 
Munlclpel and Traffic Court •••••••••••••••••••• 112,158 13,9761 118,8641 122,328 139,724 11,396 114~) 

fo4,alne--SuperJor Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8,734 6,533 6,138 5,444 5,425 5,729 304 (6%) -3,005 (-34%) 
MlIiryhmd--Clrcult Court ••• " •••••••••••••••••••••••• 29,726 34,333 43,616 36,108 38,902 39,449 541 (1%) 9,723 (33" 

District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 110,606 111,688 101,217 88,858 
Massachusetts--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• "' •••••••••••• '" '" 255,317 283,518 1 269,601 280,801 11 ,206 (4%) 

SuperIor Court DeplJrtmentk •• "' .................... 35,483 31,508 35,254 30,886 31,786 900 (3%) -3,697 <-10%) 
District Court Depertfn6ntk ••••••••••••••••••••••• 202,711 217,564 200,839 218,835 228,744 9,909 (50~) 

Boston Munlclpel Court Ooplllrtmentk ............... 9,909 25,924 13,862 14,990 1,128 (8%) 
HousIng Court Dapartmontk •••••••• e ••••••••••••••• 5,198 4,742 8,139 5,652 5,258 -394 (-1~) 

Juven II e Court oeeertmentk •••••••••••••••••••••• e- 51 34 1 28 36 29 -1 (-19%) 

MI ch I gllln--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 395,370 405,199 
Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 21,516 26,426 26,172 17,7441 28,8931 31,264 (J) 3,688 (13%) 
Recorder's Court of Oetrolt ••• ., •••••••••••••••••• 96,468 96,624 86,221 51,941 -28,280 (-33~) 

",- District COurt ••••••••••••••••••••• ., •••••••••••• oI 231,187 238,966 246,751 1 293,961
' 

289,264 
Munlclpel Court •••••••••••••••• o ••••••••••••••••• 40,689 41,437 20,903 6,032 1,135 -1,297 (-71~) 

Common Plo~s Court of Detroit ............ 'lIS ...... 89,036 .. 
Mlnnosote--Dlstrlct Court .......................... 7,991 8,919 10,012 10,678 11,196 3,205 (40.) 
Mls~911r::J.::::!=Ircult Court and Court of Common Pleas ~ • 17 1760 18,080 18,130 19,020 86,943a 94,2201 (I) (a) 
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J TABLE 46: 
:~\ Filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) in trial courts, 1975-1980. (continued) 
l; :----

Juvenile cases 

-'1 
, 

Aillska--Superior Court •• , ••••••••• I •••••••••••••••• 1,386 1,510 , ,483 1,296 1,352 1,180 -172 (-13$) -206 (-J 5%) 
Ark~nsas--County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8,385 6,588 9,884 9,177 11,786 11 ,385 49 (1 $) 
Call fornJa--Superlor court ••••••••••••••••• " ••••••• 77,722 107,917 107,786 105,227 104,5081 101,854 (I) 24,132 (31$) 
Colorlldo--Dlstrlct Court and Denver JuvenIle Court. 15,130J 16,089J 16,078J 16,782J 17,631J 16,902J -729 1-4$)J 1,712 (l2$)J 
Connect' cu.t--STATE TOT ... L.I ......................... 15,985 14,452 13,329 '4,854 16,741 16,425 -316 (-2.) 

Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• (k) (k) (k) (k) 16,141 16,425 -316 (-2$) (k) 

Juvenile Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 15,985 14,452 13,329 14,854 (a) (a) (a) (a) 
Del"ware--Famll~ Court ............................. 9.823 8,702 8.'79 8.201 22 (J%) 

District of Columbla--Superlor Court ••••••••••••••• 7,756 7,391 6,289 6,384 5,623 5,329 -294 (-5$) -2,427 (-31.) 
florlda--Clrcult Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 62,811 64,377 76,211 76,723 75,585 121,107 46,122 (61$) 58,896 (94%) 
Georgla--Juvenlle Court ••••••• 6 •••••••••••••••••••• 28,362 22,660 1 33,843

' 
35,742 26,459 1 (II 

Hewa f I--C I rco' t Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7,739 7,363 8,075 7,756 8,259 8,363 104 0$) 624 (OS) 

Idaho--STATE TOTAL •• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,523 7,927 7,733 7,915 8,003 8,091 88 (I~) 568 (8$) 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 17 I .5 1 2 2 0 (0$) -15 (-88$) 
Ml!Iglstrl!ltes Division ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,506 7,926 1,730 1,914 8,001 8,089 88 (1$) 583 (8%) 

1IIInols--Glrcult Court ............................ 27 ,983 25.731 25.686 29.'83 30,326 31.591 '.265 (4$) 3.608 (13.) 
lowa--Dlstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5,685 5,672 6,059 6,195 5,236 5,512 216 (5%) -173 (-3.) 
Kentucky--ST"'TE TOT ... L .............................. 26,043 26,930 34,114a 35,828 38,2112 2,454 (1.) 

District Court •••••••••••••• "!. •••••••••••••••••••• 34,114a 35,828 38,282 2,454 (1$) 
County Court, Quarterly Court, Police Court, 

and JustIce Court .............................. 26.043 26.930 (a) (a) (a) (a) 

Loulslana--Famlly Court and JuvenIle Court ......... 26,211 28,240 35,880 22,010 -13,810 (-39$) 

...... CIty Court, ParIsh Court, and New Orlea;)s 

01 Municipal end Trl!lfflc Court .................... 5,075 13,976
' 

5,121 1 5,111 4,632 -479 (-JO$) 
a Malne--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,517 5,083

' 
5,350 3,867 3,965 98 (3%) 

~ryland--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 27,069 28,232 26,601 24,465 25,332 26,468 1,136 (4~) -601 (-2%) 

CIrcuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 25,210 25,185 23,702 22,371 23,352 23,945 593 (3$) -1,265 (-5$) 
DIstrIct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,859 3.047 2.899 2.094 '.980 2.523 543 (21U 664 (36%) 

Mossachusetts--STATE TOTAL ......................... 49,518 ~8,620 53,109 48,766 42,890 -5,876 (-J2$) 
OJ str I ct Court Oopertmentk ••••••••••••••••••••••• 37,552 37,000 39,104 34,376 30,000 -4,376 (-13$) 

Juvent Ie Court Oepl!Irtmentk ••••••••••••••••••••••• 11 ,966 11,620 13,405 14,390 12,890 -1,500 (-JO$) 
HI ch 19an--Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 25,623 30,045 24,415

' 
36,3701 29,345 1 (I) 

Mlssourl--Clrcult Court and Court of CO!MlOn Pleas .. 18,751 16,929 16,734 18,563 11 ,293a 21,053 3,760 (22~) 2,302 
Montano--Dlstrlct Court ............................ 1.793

' 
'.381 1.219 1.302 83 (1$) 

Nebraska--ST"'TE TOTAL .............................. 5,254 4,860 4,677 4,979 5,341 362 (1$) 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3,184 2,868 2,950 3,331 3,438 107 (3$) 
Separate Juvenile Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,070 1,992 1,127 1,648 1,903 255 (15.) 

New Jersey--Juvenlle and DomestIc Relations Court .. 82,657 84,484 82,243 92,380 108,665 105,418 -3,187 (-3%) 22,821 (28$) 
Now Mexlco--otstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5,454 5,259 3,811 4,159 
New York--Flimf Iy Court •••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••• 45,533 48,872 47,440 48,818

' 
47,930 1 47,548 (I) 2,015 (4$) 

North Carollna--D1strlct Court ..................... 22.757 22.622 21,629 21.201 20.821 -386 (-2.) 
North DlSkotll--Olstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 855 1,001 974 5,109 5,810 5,698 -112 (-2%) 4,843 (566%) 
Ohlo--Court of Common Ple8s •••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••• 194,288 189,342 202,796 210,539 209,985 213,140 3,155 (2%) 18,852 (10$) 
Okllihoma--Dlstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8,311 8,272 8,906 8,141 7,323 8,156 833 (II.) -155 (-2$) 
Oragon--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11 ,568 13,712 14,653 14,656 15,661 11,492 -4,115 (-27.) -76 (-1$) 

CI reu It Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " ••••• " ,305 13,410 14,430 14,523 15,573 11 ,402 -4, 171 (-27%, 97 (1$) 
County Court ..................................... 26J 242 223 '133 94 90 -4 H.) -173 (-61:.) 

PerlOsylvanla--Court ot CotrrnOn Pioas •••••••••••••••• 39,882 37,084 35,614 31,365 39,685 4:5,350 3,665 (9$) 3,468 (9$) 
Puorto Rlco--SuporJor Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,215 5,647 5,595 5,858 5,546 -312 (-5$) 
Rhode Is hsnd--Famlly Court .. " •• " ................ "' 6,807 6,4:56 5,761 6,888 8,157 6,922 -1,235 ms) 115 (2~) 

South Dakota--Clrcult Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,210 4,210 3,519 2,735 1 5,350 5,426 16 (U) 1,216 (29$) 
Texas--STATE TOTAL ................................. 13,446k 12,327 1 12,791 1 13,5401 12,838 10,704 -2,134 (-17%) -2,747. (-20%) 

DIstrIct Court end CrImInal DIstrIct Court ....... II ,919k 11 ,031 11,141 12,329 11.385 8,894 "",~;~9! {~22~) =},G2Z ,-2S~) 

County Court et ~aw, aod Con~t!t!!t!~~!!! 
1.296

' 
1.650

' 
1,211

' 
County Court" •••••••••••• " ., ........... " •• " •••••• 1.521 1.~'3 1.810 357 (25%) 283 (19$) 
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Ut~h--Juvenlle court ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.• -••.••• .U.,:UL. ':;","0", 

Vermont--Olstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 968 1,020 
Vlrglnlll--Dlstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wash I n ton--Su er I or Court .......................... 

111,675 
11 929 13 433 

Note: All available data are Included In the table. Blank spaces Indicate 
that data were not available. 

Boldface headings Indicated the classl flcatlons used by the CSIM project. 
-- = Not applicable. 

aCourt Jurisdiction: 

Alabama--Glrcult Court--Total coses--Thls court was given Jurisdiction 
over juvenll. cases In 1978. 

Connectlcut--In 1979, 1'he Court of Conrnon Pleas and the Juvonlle Court 
were abolished and their Jurisdiction was transforred to the Superior 
Court. 

District of Columbla--Superlor Court--Total cases--Between 1978 and 1979, 
most of the traffic Jurisdiction of this court was transferred to an 
administrative agency. 

Florlda--In 1971, the Municipal Court was abolIshed and Its JurisdictIon 
(prlIMrlly traffic cases) was transferred to the DistrIct Court. 

Indlana--In 1979, the Criminal Court of Marlon County and the Juvenile 
Court of Marlon G?unty were consolidated Into the Superior Court. 

Kansas--Dlstrlct Court--In tho middle of the 1977 court year, all the 
trial courts In Kansas except the MunIcIpal Court were consolidated. 
The full Impact of the consolidation Is reflected In tho data given 
for 1918. 

Kentucky--Effectlve In 1978, the County Court, Quarterly Court, Police 
Court, and JustIce Court were abolIshed • 

Mlssourl--Glrcult Court--In 1979, all S8ven trIal courts In Missouri were 
combined Into the Circuit Court • 

OklahOlM--The Court of Bank Review was abolIshed In 1979. 
South Carollna--Durlng 1979 all thfl County Courts and Civil and CrimInal 

Courts were abolished and their caseloads were transfllrred to tho 
Circuit Court. 

Utah--In 1979, the City Court was renamed t~e CircuIt Court. 
Wisconsin-The County Court was abollshod and Its JurIsdIctIon was 

transferred to the CIrcuIt Court In 1979. 
' Data ar .. not complete: 

",rlzona--Superlor Court--total cases, civil, and Juvenile --Data footnoted 
contained Incomplete figures for _till health cases In 1976 and 
adoptIon In 1978, 1979, and 1980, and Juvenile In all years. 

Mkansas-Court of Common Pleas--Total cases and civil --No data were 
reported for two court locatIons In 1977 or ono locatIon In 1978. 

Municipal Court--Total cases, civil, and crl.lnal --lncOr,lpleta data ware 
reported for 9 court locations In 1916, 15 In 1977, 19 In 1978, 23 In 
1979, and 1 In 1980. Broakdowns for civil and criminal cases wero not 
available for two oddltlon.' cou~ts In 1979. 

City, Police, and Justice of the POlIce Courts--Tota' cases, civil, ond 
cr'.'nol --Incomplete do to were reported for 31 court locatlcns Iii 
1976, 41 In 1977, 53 In 1978, 59 In 1979, and 11 In 1980. 8reakdowns 
for cIvil and criminal cases wero not available for 13 addItional 
courts In 1980. 

Callfornla--Superlor Court--Dno court location did not roport data for six 
months of 1919. 

Colorado--Denvor Probate Court--Total cases and clvl I cases-- No estat. 
data were available for three months of 1977. 

County Court--Total cases and crl.lnal --Data reportod for 1977 do not 
Include prell.lnary '-ring cases from Denvor. 

, t 

£.t:.,7j7 .t:.J,.:.tu, 4:..,I,~"IIV .... , ... "' ... 
1,038 1,097 1,099 1,257 158 (14%) 289 

115,745 126,709 131,363 132,107 744 (U) 
14 824 17 406 20 836 22 972 2 136 (10l) 11 043 

Connectlcut--Superlor Court--No data are Included for cases disposed by 
the Appel I lite SeSSion of Superior Court. 

(30%) 

(93J) 

Oeillware--Court of Common Pleas--Cl978 only)--Dther civil miscellaneous 
cases lire mIssing from tho court located In New Costle County for six 
months. 

Goorgla--Totlll cllses, civil, al.'nal, end ju~lI. --Datil were not 
reported for the following courts: Superior Court--one court for 
1980; State Court--one court In 1917, one In 1979; Juvenile Court--one 
circuit In 1917: one court In 1978, 8 counties In 1980. 

lowa--Totol casos and crl.lnal --Data given for 1980 do not Include 
pre 11.1 nary hearing cases. 

Kansas--Dlstrlct Court--( 1978 onlyl--Flgures do not Include ottler estate 
cases. 

Lou Islona--Toto I cases, cIVil, crl.lnal, and juv .... lI. --Data were not 
avallablo for two locations of the City, PlIrlsh, lind New Orleans 
Munlclplli lind Traffic Courts for 1917 lind 1978. Data wore ostlIMted 
for severll I other court loclltlons for these some yellrs. 

Malne--Totol cases, civil, and juvenll. --Data reported for 1917 for the 
District Court Included Incomplete figures for various civil and 
Juvenll. cllse categories. Civil figures are Incomplete for 1978, 
1979, and 1980. The only CBses not available for 1980 were supportl 
custody cases. 

Morylan4-Clrcult Court--flgur!ls for total cases do not Include .MI1"enc:e 

revl ... only cases. Crl.lnal cases do not Include s .... tonoe revl ... 
only cases or adult offenses .galnst juvonlles. 

Mossachu$lltts- C.f;;h;=! -JJne locatIon of tha Juv::ml la Court Otfpartment 
did not report criminal datil for 1917. 

Mlchlgan--Clrcult Court--(l978 only)--No da,ta were lIvallable for ono 
court: six oth~r courts reported totlll cases filed only. f1979 only) 
--Threo courts reported no data. 

District Court--Total cases, civil, end crl.lnal --No dotll were reported 
for five locations for 1979. In 1978 nino locations reported grand 
total filings only: the civil and crt.'nal figures for those years are 
not comp I ete. 

Probate Court--Total cases, civil, and juv"", 10 --No ostata data were 
avallablo for 1978, 1979, or 1980. Six locations dtd not report lIny 
dota for 1917. Various courts did not report data for assorted 
categorlos of casos for 1979 end 1980. Nano of those data ara 
comparable, liS a result. 

Court of CI II Ims--Tota I cases lind cIvil --DlIta reportod for 1980 does not 
InclUde appeals .lItid under the Vietnam Ilonus Section Act. 

Minnesota-DistrIct Court--No data were avar lable for juvenll. cases filed 
In this court. 

Mlssourl--Total casas end crt.'",,1 --No data were avallablo on the number 
of ordinance vloilltions filed In 1980. 

iolootaiia-- Civil, crl.lnal, lind juv .... lI. --Figures reported do not InclUde 
800 cases tIled that could not be Identl fled by case type. 

Nebraska--Dlstrlct Court--Total cases, civil, and crl.lnal --Two countIes 
dId not report any data for 1980. 

New Hampshlre-- CIvil --Not all locations of the District Court reported 
domestic violence petitions In 1980. 

New Me><lco--Dlstrlct Court--Total cases-No juvenllo data were available 
for 1917. 

(continued on next pagel 
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TABLE 46: 
Filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) in trial courts, 1975-1980. (continued) 

New York--Famlly Court--No date wore reported tor one court locat I on In 
1978. In 1979, no data were reported for December by one court. 

Surrogate's Covrt-Total cases and civil --No data were glvon for 
d...stlc rel .. tlons, administration, guardianship, or other estate 
cases. 

North Dakota--Clrcult Court-- juvenile --Figure given for 1978 does not 
Include other Juvenile cases filed and therefore Is not comparable to 
other Juvenile data given for this court on the table. 

County Court with Incre.sed JlIrlsdlctlon--Tot.1 cases, civil, lind 
crl.lnal --Figures for 1976, 1977, 1978, and 1979 do not InClude 
.... t .. 1 health or traffic cases. figures for 1976 also do not Include 
civil or crh,ln .. 1 Cases tor two court loc.tlons. figures for 1980 .re 
complete. 

County PrObate Court--Total caSes and civil --figures for 1976, 1977, 
and 1978 do not Include "*It .. 1 health cases. 

County Justice Court--Tot.1 caSes .nd civil --figures for 1976, 1977, 
1978, and 1980 do not Include traffic C.ses; 1979 .nd 1980 do not 
Include _tal .... Itt. c.ses; 1978 "Iso does not Include s.sll clal .. 
cases from one court locat Ion. 

Oregon--Justlce Court--No data were reported for 21 court locations In 
1976, 18 In 1977, 14 In 1978, and 11 In 1979. 

Municipal Court--No date were reported for 92 court locations In 1976, 
76 In 1977, 48 In 1979, and 74 In 1978. Another 14 reported only 
partial d.ta In 1978. 

Puerto Rlco--D'strlct Court--Total c.ses and crlalnal --Data reported for 
1979 do not Include ordinance violation cases. 

South Dakote--Clrcult Court-- Juvenile --Figure given for 1978 does not 
Include other Juvenile cases fllad .nd therefore Is not comp.rable to 
tho other Juvenile data given for this court on the table. 

Te>cas--County Court .t Law, Constitutional County Court, and Probate Court 
-Reporting rates from these courts were 96~ In 1976, and 97$ In 1977 
and 1978. 

"'nlclpal Court-The reporting rate for this oourt ..... 8~ In 1976, 84_ 
In 1977, 90% In 1978, 89J In 1979, and 7:5$ In 1980. 

Justice of the Peace Court--The reporting rates for this court wer .. 69% 
In 1976, 77% In 1977, 77% In 1978, 79% In 1979, and 80% In 1980. 

Utah--Clrcult Court--No parking caSes were InclUded In one district for 
1979 and 1980. 

Vermont--Superlor Court and DI~trlct Court--Total caSeS and crlalnal __ 
Figures for 1919 and 1980 for crlaln .. 1 Cases for theso CO'Jrts do not 
InClude sentence revl ... only cases, Jurisdiction recently added to 
these courts. 

Washlngton--Munlclpal and Police Court-- crl.lnal --No dahl were available 
for 11 court locations during 1977. 

h"planatlon of data Included In the category: 

Colorado--Dlstrlct Court and Denver Superior and Juvenile Courts--Post 
Judgment actions on cll'lI adoption, paternity, and support cllses are 
InCluded In the Juvenile caselo"d figures. 

Loulslana--The District Court figures for 1976 also Include cases filed In 
the family and Juvenile Courts. 

Mlchlgan--Total cases and civil --Data reported for 1976 and 1977 InclUde 
beginning pending as well as those filed during the year for I .. and 
s.sll cl .. I ... 

Rhode Island--Dlstrlct Court-- crl.'na' --Also Included In these figures 
are the fr .. ft Ie cases hand I ed by the court. 

South Carollna--Clrcult Court, County Court, and Civil and Crlmln.1 Court 
-Total cases--Data for crlalnal cases handled In the County Court and 
the Civil and Criminal Court are Instelld reported with the Circuit 
Court. 

kMdltlonal InformatIon: 

1IIInols--(!lrcult Court--Total cases--In 1978, the court stertud to 
Include the number of parking tickets filed In Cook County In Its 
c8selo8d. 

M~ssachusetts--In 1979, tho trial courts were all unified Into the Trllli 
Court of the COl!ll1Onwea I tho Each for..,r court became " department of 
the new court. 

New Jersay--The County Court was abolished In 1977. 
No" York--Suprome Court and County Court--Tote I cases and civil --Start I ng 

In 1978, tho court did not I ne I ude uncontes ted matr I mon I a I cases as a 
p.rt of the data It reportod, 

Rhode Island--Dlstrlct Court--Total cases--These figures Include only 
those traffic caSeS handlod In tho court. The rem~Inder are handled 
by the Administrative Adjudication Division of tho State Depart..,nt of 
Transportation. 

Te>cas--Dlstrlct Court and Criminal District Court--I975 Juvenile Case 
figures have been corrected from previous editions of this report. 
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Part II 
State court statistical profiles 

The following section begins with blank 
prototypes of the three different types of tables 
that make up the profile of the Court system of 
each state. The first prototype is a diagram 
depicting the organization of the courts within a 
state, including number of judges and number of 
courts, their jurisdictions and routes of 
appeal. The second and third prototype tables 
provide the reader with an outline of the case 
categories into which actual data from appellate 
and trial courts have been classified. 

Following the blank prototypes are the state 
statistical profiles, which contain the actual 
court caseload statistics. State profiles are 
arranged in alphabetical order by state name with 
the organization chart for the state court system 
presented first, followed by the statistical pro
files for the court(s) of last resort, intenne
diate appellate court(s) (if any), general juris
diction court(s), and limited or special 
jurisdiction court(s) (if any). 

The statistical profile for each court is the 
basic source document used in compiling the sum
mary tables in Part I. Along with the name of 
the court, the level of the court, the number of 
court divisions, the number of judges, and the 
time span covered by the data, each profile shows 
the actual caseload data reported by that court. 

I Preceding ~age blank ,I 
,) 155 
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I, 

Data are classified into the general categories 
chosen by the CSIM PrOject as being most 
representative of the kinds of data reported by 
the states. For example, a divorce action 
reported by a trial court is displayed as a 
"marriage dissolution" case under the general 
heading of "domestic relations" for "civil" 
caseload. CSIM Project class,ifications are shown 
in the prototypes and appear in boldface on the 
statistical profiles. 

Footnotes are used in these statistical pro
files to explain any peculiarities regarding the 
dat~ as reported by each court and to qualify 
data, as necessary, when transferred from the 
statistical profiles to the summary tables in 
Part I. Standard footnote headings, as indicated 
on the prototypes, have been adopted for use in 
this report and will continue to be used in the 
Annual Report series. These standard headings 
giVe the su63ect matter of the footnote. If 
further explanation is needed, informational 
statements are provided on the profiles under the 
standard footnote heading. 

In Part II the source of data is indicated at 
the bottom of each state court profile. A com
plete listing of sources is included in 
Appendix B. 
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STATE COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

COURT OF LAST RESORT 
number of justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original. 
-Exclusive. 
-Kinds of appeals. 
-Discretionary review. 

,~ 

INTERMEDIA TE 
APPELLA TE COURT 
(Number of courts) 
number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original. 
-Exclusive. 

~ 

COURT OF GENERAL 
JURISDICTION 
(Number of courts) 
number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil. 
-Criminal. 
-Traffic. 
-Juvenile. 
Appe"ls heard. 

Jury trial/no jury tria: 

AI' 

CdURT OF LIMITEDI 
SPECIAL JURISDICTION 
(Number of courts) 
number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil. 
-Criminal. 
-Traffic. 
-Juvenile. 

Jury trial/no jury trial. 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Courtof 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jUrisdiction 

t"! 
!I 

tl I 
1 
'j 
I 
1 

j 
i 

: 
STATE NAME, COURT NAME 

Court of last resort Of' Intermedhte appellate court 
Number of court divisions, Number of judges 

Tine period covered 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Crlilinal .................................................... . 
Postconvl ct I on remedy ....................................... . 
Appeal of adlllnistrative agency lase ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenfle ••••••••••••.•••••••••••.••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ................................................ . 
Other cases: 

Original proceedings: 
Original jUriSdiction ..................................... . 
01 sci p 11 nary matter ....................................... . 
Advisory oPinion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . Requests to appeal: 
C'hil ..................................................... . 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••• 
Postconvlctlon remedy •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of administrative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
JUVenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total 11 ••••••••••••• 1 ., •••• t •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Sentence review only ........................................ . 
Total other cases ............................................. . 

Total cases ................•.•.............•.. , ........•........ 
Other proceedings: 

Rehearl ng requests ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other matters •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota I other proceed I ngs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

lJeglnnlng 
pending 

Manner of disposition 

Filed Disposed 

Dlsmlssed/ 
Memorandum withdrawn/ Trans-

Opinion decision .Q~ ~ ~~ Appeals: 
Clvll ................ .. 
Criminal ............. .. 
Postconvlction ••••••••• 
Agency ................ . 
Juvenfle .............. . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••• 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurfsdlctlon •• 
Disciplinary matter •••• 
Advisory opinion ••••••• 

Total •........ I ••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

C1 viI ••••••••••.•.•.••. 
Criminal .............. . 
Postconvlctlon ••••••••• 
Agency ................ . 
Juvenile .•.•.•...•..••. 

Total II ••••••• , •••• II ••• 

Sentence review only ••••• 
Total cases ••••••••••••••• 

Disposition of cases 

OpinIon: 
Affi rmed •••••••••••••••••• 
Modified ................. . 
Reversed •••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed and remanded ••••• 
Remanded ••••••• ,.:" •••••••• 

Memorandum decision: 
Affirmed •••••••••••••••••• 
Modified ••••••••••.•• Ii •••• 

Reversed •••• 
Reversed ~~d·~~~i~d~d·.: ... 
Remanded ••••••••••••••• " •• 

Order: 
Affi rmed •••••••••••••••••• 
Modified ................ .. 
Reversed •••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed and remanded ••••• 
Remanded •••• " ••••••••• t ••• 

Appeals 
------~I:fp?o;:s'i:t=------ Sentence 

con vic- Juve- review f.!!!!. Cri III na I ..!!.!!.!L Agency.!!llit on 1y 

End 
pending 
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Time interval datan (months/days) 

Under advisement 
(submitted or Notice of appeal 

to ready for 
hearing 

Ready for heari ng 
to under advisement 

(submitted or oral 
argument completed) 

oral argument com- Notice of appeal 
pleted) to decision to decision Number Number Number Number 

Appeals: 
of cases Mean Median of cases Mean Medi an of cases Mean. Medi an of cases Mean Medi an 

Ci vil •••••••••••.••••••• 
Criminal •••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction •••••••••• 
Agency •••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile •••••••••••••••• 

Total .................. .. 
OriginGl proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction ••• 
-Disciplinary matter ..... 
Advisory opinion •••••••• 

Tot<\l ................... . 
Sentence review only •••••• 

Ori gi na 1 proceedi I,gs: 

Disposition of other cases 

Opinion MemorandUm decision 
Granted Denied 

Order 

Original jurisdiction ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disciplinary matter ........................ . 
Advisory opinion ........................... . 

Total ....................................... . 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil ..................................... .. 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconvi cti on ............................. . 
Agency ..................................... . 
Juvenile ................................... . 

Total ....................................... . 
Total other cases ........................... .. 

Age of pending caseload (days) 

Appeals: 
Civil ............... .. 
Criminal ............ .. 
Postconviction •••••••• 
Agency •••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile •••••••••••••• 

Total ................ .. 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction. 
Disciplinary matter ••• 
Advisory opinion •••••• 

Total ................ .. 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil ................ . 
Criminal ............ .. 
Postconviction •••••••• 
Agency .............. .. 
Juvenile •••••••••••••• 

Total ................. . 
Sentence review only .. .. 

Total cases •••••••••••••• 

Not 
Await i ng court 

reporter's 
transcript 

Over 
0-60 61-120 120 
days ~ days 

ready for hearing 
AWaiting 

appellant's 
brief 

Awaiting 
respondent's 

brief 
Over Over 

0-60 61-120 120 0-60 61-120 120 
days ~ days days ~ days 

Ready for 
hearing 

Over 
0-90 91-180 180 
days ~ days 

Under advisement 

(submitted or oral 
argUment completed) 

Over 
0-90 91-180 180 
days ~ days 

Boldface headings indicate the claSSifications ilsed by the CSIM project. 
Blank space ~ Not enough information is known. The case category may cr may not be handled by the coUrt. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data'~re unavailable. 
X ~ The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were n~t available by category. -- • Not applicable. 

aCourt juriSdiction. 
bparticular court or reporting system information. 
cJudge information. 
eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 197~ court year does not equal the end pending figu!'!! for the 197B court year. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
hFlgure was computed. 
iOata are not complete. 
~Explanation of data included in the category. 
·Additiona1 information. 
lSpecial source or revision in data. 
mlnformation on disposition type or trial data. 
nInformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data. 
Source: 
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Average age 
of pending 
case10ad 

i 
I 
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I 

Court STATE NAME, COURT NAME 
of general jurisdiction or court of limited jurisdiction 
Nu~ber of circuits or districts, Number of judges 

Time period covered 

Beginnlng "nd 
;-------------------------------------____________ .P!e~dli~ ______ ~F~i~l~ed~ ____ ~O~is~p~o~se~d~ ______ ~"~~ ___ Child: n ng pending 

Law .............. . 
Tort: ........................................... .. 

Auto tort 
Profession~i' i~' t······························· ............. . 
Product l1abili~ i" t······ .. ·· .. ··· .. · ..................... . 
Other ttY or ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total or .................................................. . 
Contract························"······,··· .. ,, ................. . 
SlMil clai .... • .. • .... •••• .... ••• .............................. . ' m •.................... Real property rights ............................. . 
Equity, ., ••••.••••••• ::::::::::::::: ••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••• ••• 
Oornestl'i: relations: , ........................... . 

Marriage dissolution 
5 •••• .. ••···••·••· .. ·•· •••....•••• t ••••••••• A~~~~~~~ custoC\y •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other do~;if~' ~~l;'ti~~;":"""""""""""""""""" 

Total ................................... . 
Estate: ••••••••••••••••••• ~ .................................... . 

Probate/wills/intestate 
GUardianship/conservator;hipit~~;t~~;hfp··············< •••••••• 
Other estate ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .•..•..• ::::::::::.: ••.••••..•.••.••.•..•.••.. " •........• 
Menta 1 health • • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appea 1 : ••••.••.•..•. ~ ~ •••.•••••••••••••••• ,. ••••••••• , •• -'I. • 

Appeal of administrative agency case 
Appeal of trial court cas ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ttl e .................................. . oa .................... .. 
Extraorclf nary wri t •••••••••• ::::.: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remeC\y .' ........................... .. 
Other cl vil ........................................ .. . .. " .................................. ,"" .......... . 

Tota 1 cf vil 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• \1 •••••••••••••••• 

Crimina1 d: 

~~!~~~;~~; ...................................... " ............ . 
Felony/nlisde~~~~;"""""""""""""""""""""'" • 
Preliminal',y hearing .. • .. ••• .. • .. • .. • .. •• .. • .................... . 
Ordinance violation ............................................ . 
Appea 1 ••••••••••••• ::::::::::::: ••••••••••••••••• II •••••• II •••• 
Extraordinary writ •••••••••••••• ::::::: •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy.............. .. .................... .. 
Sentence review on1 ........................... . 
Other crill1inal y .......................................... . .................................................. 

Total crimina! . ................................................ . 
Traffic: 

OWI/OUI ., ........................ . 
Other traffic vlolatio ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Parking violatfo n ................. , ..................... . 

n •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total traffic . ................................................. . 

Juvenfle: 
Criminal-type offense 
Status offense •..•••• :::.: .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •• 
Non-offense .••••••••••••• :.:: •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ".,. 
Other juvenile ... , ..•......•....... '" ........•.. 

Total juvenile ......................•..•......•..............•. . ............................. ~ .................. . 
Grand total . ........................................ , ........... . 
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Child: 
Law •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tort: 

Auto tort ..................... . 
Professional tort " ••••••••••••• 
Product liability tort ••••••••• 
Other tort .................... . 

Tc,~.al .......................... . 
Contract ........................ . 
SlIICIll claims .................... . 
Real property rights ••••••••••••• 
Equity ......................... .. 
Domestic relations: 

Harriage dissolution ••••••••••• 
Support/custoqy •••••••••••••••• 
Adoption ...................... . 
Other domestic relations 

Total ......................... .. 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate •••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/ •• 

trusteeship •••••••••••••••••• 
Other estate .................. . 

Total .......................... . 
Hental health •••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative 
agency case ................. . 

Appeal of trial court case ••••• 
Total ......................... .. 

Extraordinary writ ••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remeqy •••••••••••• 
Other ci v11 ..................... . 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal d: 
F,llony ......................... .. 
Misdemeanor ..................... . 
Felony/misdemeanor ••••••••••••••• 
Preli.inary hearing •••••••••••••• 
Or~in~oce violation •••••••••••••• 
Appeal .......................... . 
Extraordinary writ ••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remeqy •••••••••••• 
Sentence revi ew only ••••••••••••• 
Othel' cr11!1inal ................. .. 

Total criminal ................... . 

Traffic: 
DWI/OUI ......................... . 
Other traffic violation •••••••••• 
Parking violation •••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic .................... . 

Juvenile: 
Crilli nil1-type offense •••••••••••• 
Status offense ••••••••••••••••••• 
Hon-off~nse •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ju'ven11 e .................. . 

Total juvenile .................. .. 

Grand total ...................... .. 

Trial d 
Jury No'ii=Jury Total 

Time interval datan (days) 
l]~~~~~~~N~u~m~be~r~of Cases Mean Median Age at disposition: 

Child: 
Law •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tort: 

Auto tort ..................... . 
Professionill tort ............. . 
Product liability tort ••••••••• 
Other tort .................... . 

Total I ••••• ' ........... , ••••••••• 

Contract ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claims ................... .. 
Real property rights ••••••••••••• 
Equity .......................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution ••••••••••• 
Support/custody •••••••••••••••• 
Adoption .......... ' ••••••••••••• 
Other domestic relations 

Total .......................... . 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate •••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/ " 

trustees hi p •••••••••••••••••• 
Other estate .................. . 

Total .......................... . 
Hental health •••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of adll1i ni strathe 
agency case •••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal of trial court case ••••• 
Total .......................... . 

Extraordinary writ ••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy •••••••••••• 
Other ci vil ..................... . 

Total civil ..................... .. 

Crimlnald: 
Felony .......................... . 
Misdemeanor ..................... . 
Felony/misdemeanor ••••••••••••••• 
Prellmina'ry hearing ............. . 
Ordinance violation •••••••••••••• 
Appeal ......................... .. 
Extraordi nary wri t ••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remeqy ........... . 
Sentence review only ............ . 
Other criliinal .................. . 

Total criminal ................... . 

Traffic: 
DWI(DUI ......................... . 
Other traffic violation •••••••••• 
Parking violation •••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic ................... .. 

Juvenile: 
Cri~lnal-type offense •••••••••••• 
Status offense ••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense ..................... . 
Other juvenile ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenlle ..... , ............. . 

Grand total ...................... .. 
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Law •••••••••••••• , .••.••••••••••. 
Tort: 

A:ll:o tort •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Professional tort •••••••••••••• 
Product liability tort ••••••••• 
Other tort .................... . 

Total .......................... . 
Contract ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claims .................... . 
Real property rights ••••••••••••• 
Equity .......................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution ••••••••••• 
Support/custoqy •••••••••••••••• 
Adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other domestic relations ••••••• 

Total ......................... .. 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate •••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/ •• 

trusteeship ................. . 
Other estate ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .......................... . 
Hental health •••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative 
agency case •••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal of trial court case ••••• 
Total •.•...•............•.•..... 

Extraordinary writ ••••••••••••••• 
PostcOfiviction remedy •••••••••••• 
Other cf v11 ..................... , 

Total .....••....•.•.......•...... l 

Civil dispositions 

Uncontested/Default 

Criminal dispositions 

Dlsmissed/ 
withdrawn/ 
settled Transferred Arbltrat Ion 

Jury trl al: 
Conviction •••••••••••• 

Preli~inary Ordinance Extraordinary Sentence Other 
Felon>: Misdemeanor hearing violation Appeal wl'it Postconvfction review crlmlnal!Qhl 

Guilty plea ......... .. 
Acquittal ••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ............ . 

Non-jury trial; 
Conviction •••••••••••• 
Guilty plea ......... .. 
AcqUittal ........... .. 
Dismissed ••••••••••••• 

Dismissed/nolle prosequi •. 
Bail forfeitUre •••••••••• 
Bound over ••••••••••••••• 
Transferred •••••••••••••• 

Jury trial: 
Conviction ............ . 
Acquittal ............ .. 

Non-jury tria I: 
Conviction ........... .. 
Acquittal ............. . 

Gui lty plea ............. . 
Dismissed/nolle prosequi • 
Ball forfeitUre ........ .. 
Parking fines ........... . 
Transferred •••••••••••••• 
Other ..................... . 

Traffic dispositions 

Other traffic 
violation 
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Child: 
Law •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tort: 

Auto tort .................... .. 
Professional tort ............ .. 
Product liability tort ••••••••• 
Other tort ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .......................... . 
Contract ........................ . 
Small claillS ................... .. 
Real property rights ••••••••••••• 
Equity .......................... . 
Oomestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution ••••••••••• 
Support/custol\)' ............... . 
Adoption ...................... . 
Other domestic relations ••••••• 

Total .......................... . 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate •••••••• 
Guardianship/copservatorship/ 

trusteeshi p •••••••••••••••••• 
Other estate ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .......................... . 
Mental health ................... . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative 
agency case ................. . 

Appe.al of tri a 1 court case ••••• 
Total .......................... . 

Extraordi nary writ ••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy •••••••••••• 
Other civil ..................... . 

Total civil ...................... . 
CrlllIinald: 

Felony ......................... .. 
Misdemeanor ..................... . 
Felony/misdemeanor ••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary hearing •••••••••••••• 
Ordinance violation •••••••••••••• 
Appeal .......................... . 
Extraordinary writ ............. .. 
Postconviction remedy •••••••••••• 
Sentence review only ••••••••••••• 
Other crillinal .................. . 

Total criminal ................... . 
Traffic: 

OIlI/DUI ......................... . 
Other traffic violation •••••••••• 
Parking violation •••••••••••••••• 

Total t:-affic ................... .. 
Juvenile: 

Criminal-type offense ........... . 
Status offense ••••••••••••••••••• 
Hon-offense ..................... . 
Other juvenile ••••••••• : ........ . 

Total juvenile .................. .. 
Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

0-30 
days 

~1-60 

~ 

Age of pending caseload (days) 

61-90 
~ 

91-180 
~ 

181-360 
~ 

361-720 
~ 

Over 720 
days 

Boldfa(.e headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X a The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but Were not available by category. -- = Not applicable. 
aCourt jurisdiction. 
bparticular court or reporting system information. 
cJudge information. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

Civil definition. 

Average age 
of pending cases, 

Criminal case unit of count. 
Jury trial definition. 
Non-jury trial definition. 

fBeginning pending figurp, for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
hFigure was computed. 
iData are not complete. 
jExplanation of data included in the ~ategory. 
kAdditional information. 
lSpecial source or revision tn the data. 
mlnformation on disposition type or trial data. 
nInformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data. 

Source: 
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ALABAMA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
q justices 
j\lrisdictilln: 
- Appe,'ls of title to or possession of 

land. civil 1,1'" over $10,000, and 
equity Ctlses. 

- Certior.ui review of Court of Civil 
Appe,'ls "nd Court of Criminal 
Appe.lls. 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS COURT OF 
CRIMINAL APPEALS 
Siudge~ 

3 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Appe,'ls in I,n\' C,lses under $10.000. 

Appeals frum.ldministrative "gencies 
(except Public Service Commission) 
Workmen's Cllmpens,ltion ,lnd 
domestic relations "ppeals. 

Title to or 
p(lssession of 
Illndf l'l\V over 

$10,000. equity. 

CIRCUIT COURT(39) 
113 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $500 equity. 

.lctions (If libel. sl.lnder, and 
ejectment. 

jurisdiction: 
- Appell"te jurisdiction in criminal 

,'ppeal cases involving viol"tions of 
city ordinances. h,lbe.ls corpus, and 
,111 post conviction writs l'n crimin.ll 
cases. 

- Orillin"l jurisdktiun in the issuance 
uf ,111 writs in relation to matters 
in which the court has appellate 
jurisdiction. 

- Felonies. Misdeme,lnllrS "tllrdin,lnce 
viol,1Iions included within ,1 felony 
ch~rlle. 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (329) 
~220 recorders and .. 120 mayors 
jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance violations, misde

meanors, preliminary hearings. 

No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

- Juvenile "ppeals. 
Appe.,ls de "'1\'(\. 

lury tri"ls. 

t 
DISTRICT COURT(66) 
Sqjudlles 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5.000 and civil 

actions based on unlawful detainer. 
Small claims under $500. 

- Misdemeanors. Preliminary hearinlls 
(can accept guilty pleas in fdony 
cases not punishable by sentence of 
death). 

- Traffic 
-Juvenile 

No jury tri"ls. 
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PROBATE COURT (67) 
07 iud)\~s 
Jurisdiction: 
- Wills, guardianship, executorship. 

Equity in "dministration of estates 
(counties greatel thaI' 4,000 
population). 

Court of 
1.151 

resort 

Intcrmedi"te 
,'ppeliale 

Cllurt 

Court \If 
llener,11 

jurisdlcli\ln 

Cuurt ,,( 
limited 

jurisdiction 

! , 

ALABAMA SUPREME COURTk 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
October 5. 1979 to September 30. 

Cases: 
Appeals; 

Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
". Petitil1ns for writs of certiorari granted •••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota I appea Is ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Miscellaneous mattersj .................................. . 

Advisory opinions ......................................... . 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal~ 
Petitions for writ of certiorari ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 other cases ............................................ . 

Tota 1 cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beg) on1l1g 
pending 

o 
o 

----oK 

0 
0 
0 

0 
---0 

Ok 

Manner of disposition 

1980 

Written opinion ....................... 436 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

436 
X (59)e 

436 (59)e 

94j 
10. 

104J 

306 
410j 

846 (59)e 

Disposed 

x 
X 

436J 

94j 
10. 

104J 

247 (59)e 
351J (S9)e 

787 (59)e 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

End 
pending 

o 
o 

-0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
--0 

Ok 

Petit ions for wri t of certi orari granted are not counted as di sposed untn the resul ti ng appeal is di sposed: a fil i ng is not 
counted for the resul ti ng appeal. These numbers of granted petit Ions for wri t of cert i orart are the fi gures appeari ng In 
the parentheses. 

jExplanation of data inclUded in the category: 
The figure given for the number of appeals disposed represents the number of opinions written during the year. 
Miscellaneous matters Include prisoner petitions and requests to take the Bar Exam. 

kAddltlonal information: 
Data are gi ven on thi s profll e on ly for cases already under submi ssi on. All cases submitted, to the court are decided withl n 

the term year. 

Source: The Administrative Director of the Courts, Alabama Judicial System Annual Report. 1980 (Montgomery, Alabama). Statistics 
are from the annual report and unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ALABAMA COURT OF CIVIL APPEALsa 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 judges 
October 1979 to September 1980 

Beg1nnlng 
Filed Oisposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil : 
Cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings .................... " ..... :.:: ::::::::::: 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ........................................... .. 

Tota I cases ...................................... , ............. . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................ . 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of disposition l 

204 
204 

204 

464 
4b4 

464 

1151 

1151 

Oisposition of appeals l 

Opinion: 

429 
4'29 

429 

-illl 
1151 

Written opinion ••••••••••••••••• ~:~ 
Oismissed ..................... .. Affirmed ............................. .. 

Reversed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed in part/reversed in part •••••• 
Dismissed or extraordinary relief 

193 
66 
23 

granted or deni ed .................. .. 

Time interval (average weeks)l 

From filing notice of appeal to complet1ng t~e record 
From completing the record to appe1lant.s brIef •••••••• 
From appellant's brief to appellee s brIef ••••••••••••• 
From appellee's brief to oral arguments •••••••••••••••• 
From oral argument to writt~n opini?n.released ••••••••• 
From notice of appeal to wrItten uplnlon ••••••••••••••• 

8.74 
4.62 
3.67 
9.18 
2.46 

25.89 

Boldface headings indicate the classIfications used by the CSIM project. not be handled by the court. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may 

7 

End 
pending 

239 
239 

239 

acou~~u~~r~~~i~~~~~~iction in civil appeal and appeal of administrative agency cases only. Figures for these two categories could 
not be separated for inclusion in this chart. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: of the court during data verification. These data were supplied by the clerk 

1 R -' t 1980 (Montgomery. Al abama). Stati sti cs are from the annual report Source: The Administrative Director of courtsl, Ahnua b e~o~o~puted where necessary, and additional data were supplied by the and unpublished data except that t?t~ s .ave ee 
clerk of the court during data verIfIcatIon. 
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ALABAMA COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALsa 
Intermediate appellate court 

5c judges 

I 
I October 1979 to September 1980 

~----~--Da----~aa------------------------~--~----~B~e~g~ln~n~l~n~g----__ ~·~2Mcr~·~·----------~~--~------~~E~nd~----
f'~ ~e.;j Di sposed pending, pending Cases: 

Appeals: 
Criminal: 

Cases •••• '! ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
838j S97j Tota I appea lsJ ............................................... . 

Other cases: --aJirj 59Tj 

Original proceedings .. , ..................................... . Requests to appeal: 
(j) 206 Notice of appeal .......................................... . 

Total other cases ............................................. 

(j) 

JiJ. 
(j) 

JiJ. -ill 

Total casesi .................................................... 

Manner of dispositionl 

Opinion ••••••••••••••••• 349 
Without opinion ••••••••• 248 
Decided en banc ••••••••• 206 

(j) 

838 i 

Disposition 0,[ casesl 

Affi rmed ................... 492 
Reversed and remanded •••••• 55 
Remanded with directions.... 8 
Reversed and rendered •••••• 8 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••• 3 
Petition denied •••••••••••• 3i 
Cases decided en banc 

(original proceedings) '" 206 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space m Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
dCourt jUrisdiction: 

Court has jUrisdiction in cri~inal appeal cases only. cJudge information: 

There are in addition three supernumerary jUdges assigned to this court. iData are not complete: 

206i 

803i 

(j) 

JiJ. 
(j) 

537ik 

Total cases do not include petitions disposed of in the clerk's office at the direction of the court. Total other cases disposed do not include notice of appeal cases. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Tota I appea Is pendi ng and fi led i ncl ude ori gj na I proceedi ngs and noti ~e of appea I cases as we 11 as appeals. Total appea I s disposed include notice of appeals cases. 
kAdditional information: 

Pending includes cases pending on certiorari in the Supreme Court of Alabama and the Supreme Court of the United States, cases I 
on motions for new trial in trial courts, and those in which appeals have not been perfected (all necessary documents filed). Special source or revision in data: 

Manner of disposition and disposition of cases data were provided by the clerk of court during data verification. 

Source: The Administrative Director of Courts, Annual Report. 1980 (Montgomery, Alabama). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, aniT additional data were supplied by the clerk of the court dUring data verification. 

aa~ ________ ... ,~ v~' ____________________________________ ' ____________________________ ~ ____________ ~ ___ 
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ALABAMA CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

39 d rcuns., 113 judge~ 
October l, 1979 to Septentler 30, 1980 

Civnd : 
Domestic re1ations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vi lJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Criminal d: 

Total criminalj ................................................ . 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ................................................. . 

Grand tota I ..................................................... . 

BegInnIng 
pending 

14,550 
26.329 

40,879 

11.533 

6,672 

59,084 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase dpfinition or unit of count: , 
A ~ 'I is counted with the filing of a petition or complaInt., , Th~I~~imr~~r case unit of count is the number of defendants on the IndIctment. 

jEx~lanation of data included in the category: , . 
Other civil figure.' include ~aw, auto ~o~t, and CIVIl appeals cases. 
Criminal cases incl~de felonIes and crImInal appeals. 

Filed 

47,176 
29.287 

76,463 

26,896 

19,782 

123,141 

Oisposed 

47,223 
27.236 

74,459 

24,552 

20,526 

119,537 

End 
pending 

14,503 
28.380 

42,883 

13,877 

5,928 

62,688 

A 1 R t 1980 (Montgomerv, Ai3bama). Statistics are from the annual report The Admini5t r ativa Director of Courts, nnua epor, J 

except that tot~ls have been computed wnere necessary. 
Source: 
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ALABAMA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

66 courts, 89 jUdges 
October 1, 1979 to Septentler 30, 

Child: 
Small claims ................................................ .. Other ci vi I: 

Civil ...................................................... . 
Total civil .................................................... 

Criminal d: 
Other criminal: 

Criminal ................................................... . 
Municipal criminal ......................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Tota 1 cri mi na 1 ................................................... 
Traffic: 

Other traffic violation: 
Traffic .................................................... . 
MuniCipal traffic ......................................... .. 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total traffic .................................................. 
Juvenile: 

Tota 1 juvenil e . ................................................. _ .. . 
Grand total .............................. ~ ................................... . 

BegInnIng 
pending 

33,297 

22,679 

55,976 

23,605 
1,017 

24.622 

24,622 

42,848 
2,330 

45,178 

45,178 

6,875 

132,651 

1980 

Filed Disposed 

91,861 94,270 

53.723 54,545 

145,584 148,815 

98,049 
3,224 

101,273 

104,600 
3,476 

108,076 

108,076 101,273 

224,720 
8,439 

233,159 

241,136 
9,217 
~ 
250,353 233,159 

24,290 21,933 

528,303 505,180 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total, but were not available by category. 
dCase definition or unit of Count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

End 
pending 

30,888 

21.857 

52,745 

30,156 
1,269 

31,425 

31,425 

59,264 
3,108 

62,372 

62,372 

9,232 

155,774 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants an the indictment or complaint. 
~ource: 

The Administrative Director of Courts, Annual Report. 1980 (Montgomery, Alabama). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed wnere necessary. 

ALABAMA PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jUrisdiction 

67 courts, 67 judges 
October I, 1979 to September 3D, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court in 1980. 

ALABAMA MUNI~IPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

329 courts; 220 recorders, 120 mayors 
October I, 1979 to September 30, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court in 1980. 
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ALASKA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

DISTRICT COURT 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as a matter of right from final 

judgments. 
- Discretionary review of any order or 

decision not appealable. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
3 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as a matter of right from final 

judgments. 
- Discretionary rel·lew of any order or 

decision not appealable. 
- Criminal cases appealed ~,y state only 

for testing sufficiency of indictment 
or leniency of sentence. 

- Sentence review. 

SUPERIOR COURT (11) 
21 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in all civil. 

Exclusive jurisdiction in domestic 
relations, probate, guardianship, and 
civil commitments. 

- Original jurisdiction in all crimi",,/. 
- Exclusive jurisdktion in juvenile. 
Appeals on record unless trial de novo 

granted. 

Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (21) MAGISTRATES COURT (56) 
1b judges 
Jurisdiction; 
- Civil ,lCtions under $10,000, ,lutu 

t(lrt under $15,000, small claims. 
- Misdemeanors, nrdin.nee violations, 

felony prdiminarirs. 

Six-m,ln jury trials, 

56 part-time magistrates and 
21 acting magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil ,lctions under $1,000. 
- Small claims up to $2,000. 
- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

felony preliminaries. 

Six-man jury trials. 

170 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Cllurtuf 
gener'll 

jurisdiction 

COllrt of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

ALASKA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
Ja~~Jry I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Beglnnlng Filedj 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals:, 

Clvl]J ..................................................... .. 
Cr1m1nalj ................................................... . 

Tota 1 appea 1 s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Original applications .................................. .. 

Requests to appeal: 
Petitions for review ..................................... .. 

Sentence rev1 ew ollly: 
Sentence appea 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 other cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 

Total cases ................................................... .. 

346 
200 
546 

7 

54 

39 
-roo 

646 

Manner of dispositionm 

Appeals Original 

254 
103 

357 

23 

139 

53 
2T5" 

572 

civil Criminal 
Opinion and mandate •••••••••••••• ~ 93 

jurisdiction 
7 • 

Requests 
to 

appeal 
19 

Memorandum opinion ••••••••••••••• 20 5 2 
Summary order .................... 2 0 4 
Dismissed by court or parties •••• 97 28 2 
Transferred to Court of Appeals.. 2 136 o 
Revi ew deni ed •••••••••••••••••••• 6 

Total...... .......... ............. 249 262 21 

Disposition of cases 

Appeals 

By oplnlon and mandate: 
Affi rlned •••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 
Affirmed in part/reversed in part ••••••• 
Reversed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed and remanded ••••••••••••••••••• 
Remanded •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Sentence too lenient •••••••••••••••••••• 
Bar disciplinary action ............... .. 

By memorandum opinion and judgment: 
Affi rmed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed •••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• 

By summary order: 
Affirmed ............................... . 
Reversed or reversed and remanded ••••••• 
Other •••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total disDositions on the merits ••••••••••• 
Review denied ........................... .. 

56 64 
21 6 
1B 5 
32 17 
1 1 

16 5 
4 0 

o 0 
o 0 
2 0 

150 98 

2 
9 

31 
2 

87 
150 

Original 
jurisdiction 

4 
o 
1 
o 
o 
2 

2 
o 
o 
o 
4 

13 
6 

Status of pending caseload (12/31/80) 

Cases awaiting 

Disposedj 

249 
262 

SIT 

21 

150 

80 
25T 

762 

Sentence 
review 
only 

28 

Total 
cases 

o 
1 

15 

""'2i5 
29 
16 

173 
36 

80 

176 
93 

762 

Requests Sentence 
to review 
~ only 

3 14 
1 3 

10 0 
5 7 
o 4 

o 

o 0 
2 0 

n 0 
8 1 
1 0 

30 29 
87 

End 
pending 

351 
41 

392 

9 

43 

12 
6if 

456 

Total 

141 
31 
34 
61 
6 
o 
2 

23 
6 

o 
9 
7 

320 
93 

Decision Mandate Stayed 
Appeal s: 

Civil ...................... . 
Crill1inal .................. .. 

Original proceedings •••••••••• 
Requests to appeal •••••••••••• 
Sentence revi ew only •••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

47 
1 
o 
o 
o 

48 

79 
1 
3 
7 
o 

90 

25 
o 
o 
1 
o 

26 

Time interval data (average days)n 

166 22 12 
37 2 0 

5 0 1 
33 1 1 
11 1 0 

252 26 14 

Civil appeal Criminal appeal Sentence review onlyl 

Notice of appeal to mandate........................................... 627 
Notice of appeal to opinion publication ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 601 h 

Notice of appeal to certification of record ••••••••••••••••••••••• 112 
Certification of record to completion of briefing ................. 147 
Completion of briefing to hearing or submission ••••••••••••••••••• 8D 
Hearing or submission to ·opinion publication •••••••••••••••••••••• 261 

Hearing or submission to circulating draft opinion •••••••••••••• 132 
Circulating draft opinion to publication date ................... 129 

Publlcation date to mandate ..................... <................... 26 

171 

696 
677 
137 
178 

70 
292 
161 
131 
19 

502 
489 

73 
90 
56 

270 
132 
138 
13 

(continued on next page) 
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Alaska Supreme Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

hFigure was computed: 
"Publication date to mandate" mean figure equals "notice of appeal to mandate" minus "notice of appeal to opinion publication." 
"flearing or submission to opinion publication" mean figure for time interval data equals the "hearing or submission to 

circulating draft opinion" plus "circulating draft opinion to opinion publication." 
. "Notice of appeal to opinion publication" is the sum of four major subcategories. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filed figures include cases filed or reinstated. 
Disposed figures include cases closed and transferred to the Court of Appeals. There were 176 cases transferred to the Court 

of Appeals including 2 civil and 136 criminal appeals, 2 petitions for review and 36 sentence appeals. 
The number of civil and criminal appeals filed includes cross appeals filed. 
Juvenile appeals relating to dependency are included with the civil appeals. 
Juvenile appeals relating to criminal-type offenses are included with the criminal al?peals category. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: . 
The breakdown for manner of disposition data, the correct number of request to appeal and original jurisdiction cases on which 

review was 
denied, and time interval data for sentence review only cases were supplied by the clerk of the court during data 
verification. 

mInformation on disposition type on trial data: 
The manner of disposition data is a case count. The 304 opinions and mandates include some oplOlons filed in 1979 on which 

mandates were not issued until 1980. There were 237 actual opinions published in 1980. 
nInformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 

The analysis of time periods for disposition of appeals was done for all cases closed by opinion, memorandum opinion and 
judgment, and mandate. This amounted to 144 civil appeals, 106 criminal appeals, and 23 sentence review only cases, which 
together comprised all cases closed by opinion and mandate during 1980. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Alaska Court System. 1980 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 1981); and the Annual 
Statistical Report of the clerk of the appellate courts entitled "1980 Annual Statistical Report." Statistics are from 
the annual report and clerk's memo except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ALASKA COURT OF APPEALSb 
Intermediate Appellate Court 

3 justices 
September 18, 19BO to December 31, 19BO 

Beglnnln~ Filed 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Criminal ••.•••.•••.•••••.•.•••••.••••••..••••.••••••••.•.•.•• 
Tota 1 appea 1 s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Original applications •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Pet i ti ons for revi ew ...................................... . 

Sentence review only: 
Sentence appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

138 
13B 

o 
2 

36 
~ 

176j 

Manner of disposition 

Opinion .................... f· .... . 
Summary disposition by order •••• 
Dismissed by court or parties l ... 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeals 
o 
2 
3 
5 

Original 
proceedings 

G 
o 
o 
o 

Disposition of cases 

o 

16 

13 
-zg 

69 

Requests 
to 

appeal 
o 
7 
o 
7 

Disposed 

5 
--5 

o 

7 

6 
-rr 

18 

Sentence 
review 
only 

2 
1 
3 
6 

Requests Sentence 
Original 

Appeals jurisdiction 
By opinion and mandate: 

Affirmed .......................................... . 
By memorandUm opinion and judgment or summary order •• 

Affirmed ......................................... .. 
Reversed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ............................................. . 

Total dispositions on the merits •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Revi ew deni ed ....................................... . 

o 
o 
2 
o 
o 
2 

Status of pending caseload (12/31/80) 

Appeals ...................... . 
Original proceedings •••••••••• 
Requests to appeal •••••••••••• 
Sentence review only ......... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 

Cases 
Records 
~ 

o 
o 
9 

44 

awaiting 
Briefs 
----sr 

o 
6 

12 
75 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
-- = Not applicable. 

Hea~~ng 

o 
1 
o 

16 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

Decision 
54 
o 
4 

18 
76 

to review 
~ ~ 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
7 

Mandate --a-
D 
o 
o 
o 

2 
o 
o 
o 
1 
3 

End 
pending 

173 
173 

Total 
cases 
-Z 

10 
6 

IB 

Total 

2 
o 
2 
o 
1 
5 
7 

stayed 
12 
o 
o 
4 

16 

o 

11 

43 
--s4 

227 

bparttcular court or reporting system information: 
This court WaS created during the court year. The number of cases given as pending at the beginning of the year are those 

cases transferred to it from the Supreme Court. Filings and dispositions are given for the period from the creation of the 
court to the end of the court year. 

This court has jurisdiction over criminal but not civil appeals. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filed figures include cases ffled or reinstated as well as the number of cross appeals filed. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Alaska Court System, 1980 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 1981); and the Annual 
Statistical Report of the clerk of the appellate courts entitled "1980 Annual Statistical Report." Statistics are from 
the annual report and clerk's memo except that totals have been computed where necessary, 
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ALASKA SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

4 districts, 11 courts, 21 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

BegInnIng 

Civi1 d: 
pending 

Tort: 
Civil damage ................................................ . 

Contract: X 

R 
Debts, contra~ts, and notes •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ea1 property r'l ghts: 
Housing, real estate ........................................ . 

Domestic relations: 

X 

X 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce .................................................. .. 
Dissolution of marriage .................................. .. 

s~~~~~i~~~t~d;;"""""""""""""""""""""'" . 

X 
X 
X 

Reciprocal support ........................................ . 
Other ..................................................... . 

A~~~:~o~"" ................................................. . 
Total ...................................................................................... . 

Estate: .................................................................................. ,. ........ " .................. .. 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
~~~~~~! ;~i ~~;. '" ......................................... . ............................................... 

Tota! ...................................................... . 
Guardlanship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

GpUardia~shiP ••••••••••••• : ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
rotectlVe ............................................... .. 

Total ................... . Other estate .................................. . 
Tota 1 ................ : : : : : : : : : : : ........................ ............................. ' .................... .. 

Hental health: ..................................... . 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Sanity ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: l( 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Administrative review ••• Other civil: .................................. . X 

Other civil ................................................. . __ X 

Total civil ...................................................... 14,540 

Criminal d: 
Felony ...................... . Hi sdemeanor ................................. . .................................................... 
AOptPheal .:.: .. 1··· .. •••• .. ••••• .. •• .. ••••• .. ·••·•· .. ·•••··••••·••• er crlmlna : 

382 
N/A 
N/A 

Probation revocation Other ........................................ . 
Total .................... """ ......................................................... . 

.......................................................... 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

Total criminal .................................................. 382i 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

De 1 i nquency ............... . Other juvenile: ................................ .. N/A 

Child in need of aid ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 
Total juvenile .................................................. N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... 14,922i 

Tria1 d 

Filed Disposed End 
Pending 

774 X X 

1,329 X X 

227 X X 

1,917 X X 
2,266 X X 
4,183 X X 

991 X X 
476 X X 

1,467 X X 
371 X X 

6,021 X X 

591 X X 
92 X X 

683 X X 

21 X X 
130 X X 
151 X X 

21 X X 
855 X X 

200 X X 

163 X X 

~ __ X X 

10,433 9,908 9,5279 

906 787 3779 
11 X N/A 
64 X N/A 

211 X N/A 
48 X N/A 

--.ill __ X 
~ 

1,240 1,042 37791 

l,050h X N/A 

_ 130h __ X 
~ 

1,180 1,024 N/A 

12,853 11,974 9,9049i 

Chi1 ;111 
Jury Non-jury Total Civil dispositionsm 

Default ••••••••• 579 
Withdrawn ••••••• 1,215 
Pretri a1 

Criminal (felony) dispositions 
Domestic relations •• 
Other civil ....... .. 

Total .............. .. 
Criminal (felony) ... .. 
Total ............... . 

30 
30 

117 
147 

97 
118 
215 

9 
224 

97 
148 
245 
126 
371 

Age of pending case10adn 12/31/80 (days) 

Average 
Other civi1n ••••••• 430 
Felony............. 185 

Median 
360 

147 

Judgment ...... 221 
Dismissed ••••••• 1.211 

174 

Before 

Guilty (convicted) •••••••••• l!:W. 
Guilty plea ••••••••••••••••• 429 
Acquittal .................. . 
Mistrial with dismissal.: ••• 
~ung jury ••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ................. .. 
Change of venue ••••••••••••• 
Complaint withdrawn ••••••••• 
Failure to appear ••••••••••• 

Total ...................... .. 

206 
18 
o 
8 

661 

Jury 
trial 
9r 

o 
16 
4 
3 
o 
o 
o 
o 

117 

Non-jury 
trial 
--g-

o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
9 

\ 
! 
! 
! 
! 

t 

I 
! 

I 
! 
" I 
f 

I 
! 

Time Interval data (da~s) 

o to 31 to 61 to 91 to 121 to 181 to 366 to Over 
30 60 90 120 180 365 730 730 

Age at dlspos'tionn: Average Median days .c:@..~ ~ days ~ ~ ~ ~ -7-4-Domestic relations 249 542 1,839 610 352 478 709 
Probate .............. 382 108 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Other civil .......... 615 441 292 237 170 161 209 530 
Felony ............... 151 85 345 65 121 88 73 51 

Age of pending case10ad (12/31/80)(da~s) 

Under Under 91 to 121 to 181 to 366 to 
90 121 180 180 365 545 
s!~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Other civi1n •••••••••••••••••• 617 /A 623 N/A 1,115 925 

Felony ........................ N/A 162 N/A 74 84 35 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A .. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

546 to 
730 
~ 

397 
20 

497 491 
N/A N/A 
780 1,000 

23 21 

731 to 911 to 
910 1,095 
~ ~ 

634 236 
2n (n) 

X " The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or cOF.lp1aint. 

Over 
1,095 
~ 
101 
(n) 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. Some occur after preliminary hearings in District 
Court. A trial is counted if tried to judgment. 

gChange In pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
During the court year civil cases opened before May 1978 were closed to help clean up the files. These cases may not have been 

included in the civil disposition figures given, cal(sing the imbalance. Figures are as reported in the annua'\ report. 
hFiqure was computed: 

The juvenile filing figure for each category was calculated by multiplying the percent of formal petitions for each cat~gory by 
. the total number of formal petitions. 
lData are not complete: 

Cri~inal total pending figures include only felony cases. 
Grand total pending figures include only civil and felony cases. 

lSpecia1 source or revision in the data: 
The. number of other crimi na1 cases dl sposed was supp lied by the admi n I strati ve offi ce of the court duri ng data verifi cati on. 

nlInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Civil jury trial and civil disposition data are for all civil categories except domestic relations and probate. Civil non-jury 
trials also include domestic relations (divorce, reciprocal support) cases. 

"information on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 
Age at disposition and age of pending data are given for the fol1O\~ing categories as listed in the annual report: 

Domestic relations - .. divorce, dissolution of marriage, and other. 
Probate -- estates, guardianship, probate waiver, protective, other estate, adoption, and sanity. 
Other civil -- ci vil damage; debts, contracts, and notes; housing. real estate; adln! nl strati ve review; and other. 

Felony cases over 730 days old were included In the 731 to 910 days old category. 
Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Alaska Court System, 1980 Annual Report (Anchorag~, Alaska: 1981); and the Annual 

Statistical Report of the clerk of the appellate courts entitled "1980 Annual Statistical Report." Statistics are from 
the annual report and clerk's memo except that totals have beerl computed lihere necessary. 
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ALASKA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 districts, 21 courts, 16 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Civil d: 
Tort: 

C i vi] damage ................................................ . 
Contract: 

Debt, contract, and notes ................................... • 
Small claims ................................................. .. 
Other ci vil : 

Other ....................................................... . 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Criminald: 
Hi sderneanor .•...•.•..•• Q ••• , •••••••••• , •• \\ ..................... . 

Preliminary hearing: 
Felony ........................... =,=~ ...................... .. 

Other c"i~ina.l :; ...................................... , •••••••••••• 

Tota 1 crh, 'Ii).')) ................................................. . 

Traffic: 
Othet' traffic violation: 

Misdemelinor traffic ................... •••••••••••• .. ••••••••• 
Other ~riminal--traffic on formal complaint •••••••••••••••••• 
Ot~,er traffic .................. ••••••• .. ••••••• .. • .. ••••••••• 

'fotal ....................................................... .. 

rotal traffic .................. • ... •••••••••••••••••• .. ••• .. • ••• 

Grand total ..................................................... . 

Ci vi 1: 
Small claims 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

x 
X 

8,386 

X 

15,244 

x 
690 

-1i!A 
Xi 

X 
N/A 
N/A 

-1i!A 
Xi 

23,280i 

Triald 

Non-jur:z: 

860 
All other civil .. 12 

Total............. 12 
Criminal: 

260 
1,120 

Misdemeanorm ••••• 372 
Trafficm .......... . 

Grand total ......... 384 

218 
1,076 
2,414 

Civil dispositionsm 

Filed 

504 

3,033 
8,964 

-hill. 
13,618 

11,961 

1,599 
~ 

15,453 

5,585 
549 

94,605 
100.739 

100,739 

129,810 

Total 

860 
272 

1,132 

590 
1,076 
2,798 

Disposed 

X 

X 
7,316 

X 

10,872 

X 

1,227. 
1,907 

X 

X 
X 

99,582 
___ X 

X 

128,506 

Criminal dispositions 

Misdemeanor" 

End 
pending 

X 

X 
6,688 

X 

10,997g 

X 

5449 
-1i!A 

Xi 

X 
N/A 
N/A 

-1i!A 
Xi 

17,1899i 

Default .. .................. 1,818 
Withdrawn .................. 0 
Jud9ment ••••••••••••••••••• 272 

Before Jury Non-jury 
trial trial trial 
-- 2"23 16l 

Prel iminary 
hearing 

Dismissal •••••••••••••••••• 1,418 
Change of venue •••••••••••• 48 

Traffic dispositionsm 

Guilty at non-jury tri al .. , 
Guilty plea .............. .. 

446 
12,898 

630 Acquittals •••••••••••• : •••• 
Waiver at counter or ball 

forfeiture ••••••••••••••• 62,616 
No shows 

(closed statistically) ••• 
Dismissed ................ .. 
Other ..................... . 

3,604 
11,992 
7,396 

Age at disposition: Average ~ 
Civil : 

Small claims ••••••••• 219 83 
All other ciVil ...... 283 123 

Criminal: 
38 Misdemeanorn ••••••••• 98 

Preliminary hearing •• 70 15 
Trafficn ••••••••••••• 218 187 

Guilty (convicted) ••••••• 
Guilty plea/no contest ••• 
Bail forfeiture ........ .. 
Acquittal •••••••••••••••• 
Mistrial with dismissal .. 
Other .................. .. 
Change of venue •••••••••• 
Complaint \\'ithdrawn ...... 
Dismissed/no appearance •• 
Dismissed or reduced 

charges •••••••••••••••• 
Direct to grand jury ••••• 
Held to answer ••••••••••• 

8,985 0 0 
166 

145 53 
4 4 

461 0 0 
626 0 0 
000 

4,OQ5 0 0 

Time interval data (da~s) 

1 to 31 to 61 to 91 to 121 to 181 to 366 to 
30 60 90 120 180 365 730 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ...!!!tL 

1,371 1,801 942 571 501 611 1,016 
452 927 357 237 337 470 41i9 

NIA 2,061 1,703 1.232 865 724 562 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

176 

o 
11 

744 
272 
195 

over 
730 

days 

503 
307 

304 
N/A 
N/A 

Age of eendin9 caseload 12/31/80 (da~ 

Under 91 to 181 to 366 to 
90 180 365 545 

Civil : 
~ Median 90 da:z:s i80 da~s ~ ~ 

Small claims .......... N/A N/A 1.446 1,064 1,520 1,256 
All other civil n ...... 307 268 N/A N/i\ N/A N/A 

Criminal: 
Misdemeanorn •••••••••• 203 166 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Preliminary hearing '" 211 171 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Bo 1 dface headi ngs i ndi cate the cl assifi cat ions used by the CSIH project. 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

546 to 731 to 911 to 
730 910 1,095 
~ ~ ~ 

1,189 62 12 
N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 

X ,. The data for this case type are known to be inclUded in the total but \~ere not available by category. 
-- ~ Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or' complaints. 
A trial is counted if tried to judgment. 

9Change in pendi ng does not equal the difference between fil i ngs and di spusi ti ons: 

------

Over 
1,095 
da:z:s 

39 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Figures are as reported in the annual report. The end pending figur'e for preliminary hearings does not include those cases out 
on warrants. During the court y!!ar prelimillary hearing cases that were opened before December 1978 were closed to help clean 
up the flles. These cases may not have bean Included with the pt'eliminary hearing disposition figures. 

iData are not complete: 
Grand total pending figures include all data except other criminal, other criminal--traffic informal complaint, and other 

tr'affic cases. 
mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Civil disposition type data do not include dispositiolls of small claims cases. 
~Isdemeanor disposition data Include misdemeanor traffic cases. 
Traffic trial and disposition data only Include other traffic cases. 

nInformatlon on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 
Misdemeanor age at disposition is measured from first appearance to dismissal, acquittal, or sentencing. 
The mi sdemeanor category for ti me interval and age of pendi ng data inc 1 udes mi sdemeanor tra ffi c cases. 
Traffic time interval data only include other traffic cases. 
Age of pendi ng cases data were not avail ab Ie for "a 11 other ci villi cases in the same time per'lod breakdowns as were avail ab Ie 

for all other case categories. 

Source: Administrative Oirector of the Courts, Alaska Court System. 1980 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 1981). Statistics are 
from the annual report except that totals have Deen compufed where necessary. 

ALASr-~ MAGISTRATES COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 districts, 56 courts, 56 part-time and 21 acting magistrates 
January 1, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Clvll d: 

Total ci vil ..................................................... 

Crimlnal d: 
Hi sdemeanor ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony ..................................................... .. 

Total criminal 

Traffi c: 

Total traffic 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••• 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of. count: 
A civil case Is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 

Fi led 

554 

1,787 

-1§l 

1,948 

1,408 

3,910 

Disposed 

390 

1,382 

~ 

1,512 

1,525 

3,427 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Alaska Court System. 1980 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 
ate from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Ena 
eending 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

1981). Statistics 
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ARIZONA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Final appellate jurisdiction in all 

actions in the state's court system ex
cept those arising In justice and police 
courts. 

_ Exclusive jurisdiction in cases between 
counties. 

COURT OF APPEALS (2) 
12 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ All ,lelions and proceedings llriglnat

ing in or per mitted by law to be ap
pealed from the Superior Court. 

, 

SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
81 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Original jurisdiction in civil actions 

"ver $500. Exclusive probate and 
domestic relations jurisdiction. Ap
pellate jurisdiction over variolls state 
administrative agencies. 

_ Original jurisdiction in felony, 
misdemeanor. 

_ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo and appeals on the 

record. 

Jury trials. 

t 
t 

JUSTICES OF CITY MAGISTRATES (74) 

THE PEACE COURT (84) 
84 judges 
]urisdictitln: 
- Civil ,)clinns under$I,OOO. 
_ Misdeme,)nors ,)nd crimin,)loffenses 

with (jne less tlMn $300 or sen
tence onder b months. Preliminary 
hNrings. 

lury trials. 

Indicates nlute of appea\. 

117 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
_ MisdemNnors .Ild crimin.,lllf(enses 

with nne less th.,n $300 ,'r sen
tence under b months. 

Jury trials. 
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ARIZONA SUPREME COURT 
Court Qf last resort 

5 justices 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civi 1 ....................................................... . 
Criminal .................................................... . 

Postconviction Remedy: 
Miscellaneous special actionsj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Delayed appeals ............................................. . 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Special actlonsJ ........................................ . 
Bar matters ............................................. . 

Total .................................................... . 
Requests to Appeal: 

Petitions for reviewj ................................... . 
Tota lather cases ............................................ . 

Total cases .................................................... . 

§eglnnlng 
pending 

1 
11 
5 

17 

61 
7B 

l5l f 

Manner of disposition 

Appeals 

1980 

Filed 

42j 
105j 

114j 
4j 

-mJ 

27 
185 
104 
316 

559 
875 

1,140 

Original 
Chil Criminal Delayed Total jUrisdiction 

Written opinion ........................ 25 -qr-65 1 61 
Memorandum decision .................... 3 10 0 13 0 
Terminated without written 

opinion .............................. 5 20 0 25 821 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Disposed 

33 
95 

99j 
1 

-z28 

25 
171 
103 
299 

583 
882 

1.110 

Other 
matters 
--1-

0 

98 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1979 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1978 court year. 

j 
Difference is due to the reclassification of miscellaneous special motions. 

Explanation Qf data Included in the category: 

End 
pending 

16 
66 

22j 
6 

-no 

3 
25 
6 

34 

37 
7T 

181 

Total 
153 

13 

944 

Appeals (civil, criminal. and delayed) filed Include cases transferred in from the Arizona Court of Appeals. Eighty-nine 
appeals were transferred from the Court of Appeals during 19RO. 

Special actions include mandamus, probibition, and quo warranto cases from District One of the Court of Appeals. The Supreme 
Court has handled these cases for Division One since 1975 in order to help It catch up with its backlog. 

Petitions for review are requests for review of Court of Appeals cases (or portions thereof) that are heard as a matter of 
right in the Court of Appeals. They are not necessarily processed as a regular appeal. 

Miscellaneous special actions are instituted by indigent prisoners for redress of grieviences arising out of their convictions 
or restraint. There is no constitutional or statutory provision which prescribes this type of case. 

Source: Arizona Supreme Court, The Arizona Courts, 1980 Annual Judicial Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1981). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ARIZONA COURT OF APPEALS 

Intermediate appellate court 
2 divisions. 12 judges 

January 1. 1980 to Decentler 31. 1980 

Beg1nn1ng Filedj 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
De 1 ayed appea 1 s •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Industrial Commission ..................................... . 
Unemployment insurance ................................... .. 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 appea 1 s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Special actionsJ ........................................ . 
Petitions for review--post conviction •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................................... .. 
Tota 1 other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

640 
547 

0 

105 
9 

114 
29 

1"";"TIO 

1 
18 
50 
69 

-W 

1.399 

Manner of disposition 

Appeals 

Written opinion ........................... . 
Memorandum ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Terminated without opinion ••••••••••••••••• 
Transferred to Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 

Civil 
--r9O 

152 
253 

38 

Criminal 
97 

393 
213 
56 

Delayed 
o 
o 
o 
o 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

jExp1anation of data incuded in the category: 
Appeals filed are net figures after appeals transferred in are added. 

A936
CY 

113 
146 

o 

745j 
826j 

Ij 

190j 
144j 
334j 
5Ij 

---r;95Tj 

1 
183 

71 
255 

25'5" 

2,212 

Juvenile 
11 
36 
17 
o 

Appeals disposed include appeals tranferred out and appeals disposed by the court. 
Special actions include mandamus, prohibition, and quo w~rranto cases. 

Disposedj 

639j 
1 759j 

oj 

187j 
108j 
295j 
64j 

r,m-j 

1 
188 
88 

277 -m 

2,034 

Total 
-y.rn-

Ori ginal 
Jurisdiction 

23 
694 
629 
94 

30 
223 

1 

End 
pending 

746 
614 

1 

108 
45 

153 
16 

T;53O 

1 
13 
33 
47 

-cu 

1,577 

Total 
3lir 

724 
852 
95 

Source: Arizona Supreme Court, The Arizona Courts. 1980 Annual JUdicial Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1981). Statistics are from 
the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ARIZONA SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

14 counties, 81 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Civild: 
La\!: 

Civil j ...................................................... . 
OQmestic relations: 

Support/custody: 
Reciprocal support ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Adoption .................................................... . 
Other domestic relations: 

Domestic relations ........................................ . 
Modify decree ............................................. . 
Fore! gn decree ............................................ . 
Contempt on ly ............................................. . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Probate ., ................................................. . 
Mental healthJ ................................................ . 
Appeal ........................................................ . 

Total ci vil . ................................................... . 
Crillinal d: 

Felony ........................................................ . 
Misdemeanor .................................................. . 
Appeal .... , ................................................... . 
Postconviction remedy: 

Postconviction relief •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other criminal: 

Unclassifiedj .............................................. .. 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Juvenflej: 
Hon-offense: 

Juvenile dependency . ....................................... ,' 
Tota 1 juvenil e .................................................. 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Seg1 nm ng 
pending 

32,226 

8,937. 
1,8841 

12,467 
349 
149 
437 

13,402. 
24,2231 

25,489 
'1/A 

-.U2. 
81,938i 

6,038 
115 
474 

91 

__ 2_2 

6,740 

~fi 

517fi 

89,195 if 

Filed 

37,463 

8,789. 
1,0631 

28,262 
1,753 

228 
5,723 

35,971. 
45,8181 

8,281 
N/A 

--.Ul 
91,562i 

13,970 
84 

1,893 

320 

---ill. 
16,411 

~i 

l,096i 

109,069i 

Disposed 

34,452 

9,904. 
9931 

26,794 
1,641 

167 
5,522 

34,124. 
45,0211 

6,950 
1,009 

-.U2. 
87,432i 

12,343 
130 

1,876 

344 

-ill 
14,834 

1,035i 

l,035i 

l(13,301i 

Ena 
pending 

35,237 

7,822 
l,954 i 

13,935 
461 
210 
638 

15,244. 
25,0201 

26,820 
N/A 

-.U2. 
87,077i 

7,665 
69 

491 

67 

25 

8,317 

--lli.i 
578 

95,972i 

Tria1 d 

Non-jury 

1,973 

Criminal dispositions 

Civil : 
law .......•....•...••..•.. 
Domestic relations: 

Support/custody ••••••••• 
Adoption ... , ••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations ••••••• 

Total ................... . 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate. 
Mental health ••••••••••••• 

Total, .................... . 
Criminal: 

FelonyAl ................. .. 
Hi sdewteanor •••••••••••••• , 
Appeal •••• " ••••••••••••••• 
Other criminal .......... .. 

Total ...• , ..••••.••.•.••.•. 
Grand total •••••••••••••••••• 

586 

o 
o 

11 
11i 

o 
o 

597 i 

669 
4 

10 
o 

683 
l,280i 

Default hearing •••• 
Dismissals ••••••••• 
Transfer out ••••••• 
Final order •••••••• 
Otherwi se removed .. 
Arbitration •••••••• 
Medical malpractice 

panels •• ~ •••••••• 

o 
o 

3,515. 
3,5151 

o 
o 

5,4881 

66 
2 

338 
5 

411. 
5,8991 

6,697 
5,375 

343 
o 

18,720 
757 

Total 

2,559 

o 
o 

3,526 
3,526i 

o 
o 

6,0851 

735 
6 

348 
5 

1,094
1 7,179 

Domestic 
Support! 

Jury trial in processm: 
Guilty plea ......... 

Non-jury tri a 1 
in processm: 
Guilty plea ....... .. 

Plea ................. . 
no1 pros •••••••••••••• 
Transfer out •••••••••• 
Other dismissals •••••• 
Otherwise removed ••••• 
Affirmed ............. . 
Reversed •••••••••••••• 

Civil diseositions 
relatlons 

[)omestlc 

Felony 

34 

16 
8,874 
1,943 

101 
477 
207 

Estate 

Other 
Misdemeanor ~ criminal ~ 

o 

o 
26 
16 

5 
67 
10 

Mental 

o 

o 
o 

274 
182 
234 
603 
193 

42 

o 

o 
5 

45 
26 
15 
45 

34 

16 
8,905 
2,278 

320 
793 
865 
193 

42 

Probatel 
healt!.!.. 

clistodl Adoetion relations wills/intestate 
0 0 Ib ,119 0 0 
0 0 3,767 0 0 

352 0 91 0 0 
0 993 0 6,950 1,009 

9,552 0 3,291 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 

(continued on next page) 
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Arizona Superior Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the voir dire examination of the panel begins. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 19BO court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year. 
. Adjustment to the beginning pending fi gures for the 19BO court year were based on the findings of the inventory. 
1Data are not complete: 

Adoption and total domestic relations figures do not include adoption data for Maricopa County. 
Juvenile filing, dispositions, and pending data do not include data from Maricopa County. 
Grand total figures do not include adoption or juvenile data from Maricopa County. 
Total domestic relations, total civil, and grand total data given for trials do not include modify 

. decree, foreign decree, or contempt only domestic relations cases. 
JExpianation of data included in the category: 

Filings include cases transferred in. 
Dispositions include cases transferred out. 
Civil cases include prayer under SI,~OO, auto tort, non-auto tort, contract, eminent domain, unclassified ~ivil, and appeal 

cases. 
Mental health cases disposed are th~ number of civil (390) and criminal (619) mental health hearings held. 
Civil appeals are included with data classified in the law category. 
Unclassified criminal cases are offenses which do not come under any of the other criminal case categories listed, for example, 

peace bond complaints. 
mlnformation on type of disposition or trial data: 

Figures given for criminal cases disposed while a jury or non-jury trial was in process are also included in the court of the 
number of criminal trials held. Trials are counted at their beginning, but not all continue to verdict. 

Source: Arizona Supreme Court, The Arizona Courts, 1980 Annual Judicial Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1981). Statistics are from the 
reports except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Tota 1 ci vi] 

Criminal d: 

ARIZONA JUSTICES OF THE PEACE COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

84 courts, 84 judgl!!. 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Beg1nn1ng 
pending 

24,310f1 

Misdemeanor ................................................... . 9,926fi 
3.806fi Preliminary hearing .......................................... .. 

Total criminal 13,732fi 

Traffic: 

Teta 1 tra fft r.; ...... "' ............................................. . 78,771fi 

Grand total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . "" ............................... ~ .... . lIs,8nff 

Filed 

54,490i 

19,211i 
18,3D3i 

37,514i 

437,0281 

529,032i 

Tdaldl Age of pending caseloadi 

under 
Jury Non-Jurt Total 20 days 

Civil ..••••••.•• 16 11,342 11,358 Chfl .................. N/A 
Crimina 1 ......... 23 1,131 1,154 C:r1minal: 
Tra ffi c ......... 194 11,051 11,245 Mi~demeanor •••••••••• N/A 

Total ............ 233 23,524 23,757 Pre1flllinary headng .. 854i 
Traffic ............... N/A 

Di sposed End 
pending 

47,750i 31,050i 

20,491i 
17,137i 

8,646i 
4,972i 

37,628i 13,618i 

370,6151 145,184i 

455,993i 189,852i 

(12/31/80) 

under under a 11 other 
150 da~s ~ cases 

N/A 24,~lOi 6,711 i 

3,3491 X 5, 296~ 
X X 4,110' 

77 ,466i X 67, ?l8i 

n 

t
'J 
i 

I 
11 

I 
I 
f 

I 
! 
f 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X m The data for this case type are known to be inclUded in the total but were not availaDle by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
. Figures are as given in the annual report. 
1Data are not complete: 

No data were reported for St. Johns, Snowflake, and Quartzsite Precincts. 
Traffic figures do not include data for the Northeast Phoenix Precinct. 
Civil and criminal data for age of pending cases do not include data for the Bisbee Precinct. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Trial data were provided by the office of the state court administrator during data verification. 

Source: Arizona Supreme Court, The Arizona Courts, 1980 Annual Judicial Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1981). Statistics are from 
the al1nual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was supplied by the 
office of the state court administrator during data verification. 

Criminal d: 
Misdemeanor 

Tota 1 cri mi na 1 

Traffic: 

ARIZONA CITY MAGISTRATESI 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

74 courts, 117 magistrates 
January 1, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

BeglOnl ng 
pending 

33,066f 

33,066f 

DWI/DUI ...................................................... . X 
Other traffic violation ...................................... . __ .2. 

Tota 1 tra ffi c 147,f:l42f 

Grand total .................................................... . 1S0,908f 

Filed Disposed End 
pending 

90,374 64,593 58,847 

90,374 64,593 58,847 

X X X 
___ X ___ X ___ X 

704,881 592,769 259,954 

795,255 657,362 318,801 

Tri a 1 dl Age of ~ending caseloaJil (12/31/80) 
Jury Non-jur;l Total Under 150 days 

150 da;ls or over 

Criminal ......... 98 5,735 5,833 Criminal . .............. , 25,495~ 6,263~ 
Traffic •••••••••• 948 19,629 20,577 Tra,ffic ................. 69,880: 23,227: 

Total ............. 1,046 25,364 26,410 Total . ................... 95,3751 29,4901 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X a The data for this case type are known to be inclUded in the total but were not available by category • 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of court Is the number of defendants on the complaint. A trial is counted when the first witness is 

sworn. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
, Figures are as given by the office of the state court administrator. 
'Data are not complete: 

1 
Age of pending figures do not include data for the courts in Bisbee, Marana, or Phoenix • 

Special source or revision In the data: 
All data given for this court were supplied by the office of the state court administrator • 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the office of the Administrative Director of the Courts • 

~ , 
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ARKANSAS COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: . . 
Arp"'I.lt~ jurbdicti.on over (.I~es from Circuit, Chan~er~, .lnd Prob.lte Co~r~s Invol~'Ulg:. . " 
- Construltiun or Ullerpret.,llon of Ark.lns.1S Conslltut"," ,lnd Acts, munlClp.,lorcount} ordmalll., 

nUlrt .1I1d .1dOlinistr.ltivl' .1ge1lCY ruills. _ . 
- C. rimin.ll.ll'l'~ab inv"lvlng imposition of the death penalty or life imprisonment, "nd post conVlctloll 

rl'lief pl·titllln~. 
- Appl·.lb from.llilninistr"tive agencies, 
- I\·titiun~ hlr writs, 
- Elertion ,mL! .llIorney dbcipline. 
- Appeals from Cuurt of Appe"ls rertified for re,·iew. 

+ 
COURT OF APPEALS 
b justices 
jurisdirtion: 
- Appell,'te jurisdiltion over [,151.'5 from the Cirruil, Ch.lncery. ,Ind Prob.,te Courts. except those C,lses 

,Ippe"led directly to the Supreme Court. 

A~ 

t t 
CIRCUIT COURT (20) CHANCERY AND 
33 judges PROBATE COURT (20) 
jurisdiction: 

30 ch.lnrellllrs 
- Civil C.lses over $1 00. jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in crimin.11. -Courts of e'luity (I,lnd di"put~s. - Juvenile. dom~stic rel"lions. etc.) He .... s Hl',us "pp~.,1 de novo. prub.lte m,ltll.'rS ,lnd adoplion". 
Jury trials, No jury trial. 

A 

COURT OF COUNTY COURT (75) 
COMMON PLEAS (12) 75 judges 
cuunty judges sen'e 55 juvenile referees ... -- Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction varies: ..... 

- Origin"l iurisdiction in munty t.lxes, -Cllntracts ,lnd other civil matters 
Cllunty expenditures. ,'nd cI,lims under $1,000 not involVing title 10 
ag.linst Cllunty, B.,St.1rcly proceedings. property. 

- Juvenile. 
Jury t ri.lls. 

Nu jury trial. 

~ 

-----MUNICIPAL COURT (118) JUSTICE OF THE 
QS judges PEACE COURT (3) 
Jurisdiction: 

3 justices of the pc.lce - Contr.lct under $300. Property 
~ -- Jurisdiction: recovery under $300. Property 

- Contr.let under $300. Pwpcrty d.,m.lge under $100 
recovery under 5300. Pfllperly - Felony preliminaries. Misdeme.lnors. d.,mage und~'r $H10. 

• Felony preliminaries. Misdem( •• lIHlrs. 

Six-nMn jury tri.lls, 

POLICE COURT (3) CITY COURT (84) 
3 judges 76 judges 
Juri~di~Ii(>n: Jurisdiction: 
·Civil (,tEl'. under $.)00. . .. • Civil cases undl'r $300 . 
-Misdcml'.,m'rs "nd dty llrdin.lIlre ~ -- • Misdl'me"n(lrS .Ind city ,'rdin,lIlee 
vi()I'ltiun~. viol,ltions. 

Nujury Iri.lls. No jury tri.ll •. 

t ("die.,te. fOUtl' of .'pp<',11. 
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ARKANSAS SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil : 
Law ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Equity ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................... : ••••••••••• 
Criminal: 

Capital ................................................... . 
Other felony .............................................. . 
Mi sdemeanor .......................................... : ••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy: 

Postconviction ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota I appea Is ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• " 

Other cases: 
Original proceedin9s: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Ci vi! : 

Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 
Mandamus ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition ........................................... . 
Certi orari ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other petitions ...................................... .. 

Total .................................................. . 
Criminal: 

Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition ........................................... . 
Postconviction ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Certiorari ............................................ . 
Other petitions ••••••••••••• , ........................ .. 

Total .................................................. . 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ................................................... .. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................ . 
Other matters: 

Motions (excluding extension of time) •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motions for extension of time •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tcta1 ........................................................ . 

Tota I other proceedi ngs ........................................ . 

Manner of dispOSition 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

29 
33 
2 

64 

5 
40 
1 

46 

13 
-m 

a 
a 
1 
2 
3f 
6f 

o 
1 
3 
1 
2 
3f 

10f 
16f 

167 

17 

48 
Of 

-1.!!. 
65 f 

Filed 

201 
103 

19 
323 

16 
157 

81 
254 

6 
---sir.r 

1 
4 

11 
14 
45 
75 

1 
6 

12 
7 

32 
40 
98 

173 
-m 

756 

127 

384 
843 

1.227 

1.354 

Disposed 

183 
101 

10 
294 

8 
189 

1 
198 

20 
----sIT 

1 
4 

11 
14 
42 
72 

1 
7 

13 
7 

30 
42 

100 
172 -m 
684 

137 

398 
831 

..hill 
1.366 

End 
pending 

439 
35 
11 
899 

13 
69 

81 
1009 

7 
"19Og 

a 
a 
1 
2 
6 
9 

a 
a 
2 
1 
4 
1 
8 

17 
--1-7 

2139 

7 

34 
12 
46 

53 

Written opinion (majority) •••• 352m 
Per curiam •••••••••••••••••••• 22 Appeals: 

Disposition of cases 

Post-
~ Criminal conviction Total 

Time interval datan (average days) 

£ivil 

Record filing to submission •••••• 139 
Submission to decision ••••••••••• 27 
Record ff1ing to decision •••••••• 166 
Average number of days case con-

tinued on motion of appellant •• 21 
Average number of days case con-

tinued on motion of appellee ••• 11 

Criminal 
and post
conviction 

remedy 

180 
21 

201 

28 

23 

Affirmed: 
Affirmed ................. .. 
Affirmed as modified 

or on condition •••••••••• 
Total ...................... . 

Reversed: 
Reverserl .................. . 
Affi rmed in part. 

reversed in part ••••••••• 
Reversed and dismissed ••••• 
Reversed with directions ••• 

Total .•....•....•.•...•..... 
Reversed and remanded 
Remanded .................... . 
Dismissed: 

Dismissed with opinion ••••• 
Dismissed without opinion •• 

Total ...................... . 
Original jurisdiction: 

Pet~tions granted •••••••••••• 
Petitions denied ••••••••••••• 
Rehearing requests: 

granted .................. .. 
Denied .................... . 

Total ..................... .. 

110 

7 
117 

20 

9 
2 
a 

31 
36 
1 

6 
100 
106 

30 
42 

8 
86 
94 

87 

4 
91 

11 

5 
3 
o 

19 
37 
2 

o 
47 
47 

52 
44 

1 
42 
43 

8 

2 
10 

a 
o 
D 
1 
3 
a 

a 
6 
6 

1 
6 

a 
a 
a 

205 

13 
218 

32 

14 
5 
a 

51 
76 

3 

tl 
153 
154 

83 
92 

9 
128 
137 

(contlnued on next page) 
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Arkansas Supreme Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

1 th end pending figure for the 1979 court year: fBeginning pending f~gure.fQr the 1980 court yeaI' does not equa e .. 

Figures are as glven ln the ~n~~aldj~~~~;~ce between filings and disposltlons: gChange in pending does not equa e 
Fl' ures are as given in the annual.report.. th 352 

g i t or trlal data . t opl'nions filed in addition to e mlnformation on disposit on ype . 'd 11 dissenting in part and concurring ln par There were 95 dissenting, 35 concurrlng, an 

majority opi.nion.s filed. endl'n caseload data: " i d appeals decided by 
nInformation on tlme 1n er b d on a survey of 100 civil appeals an t val

or age of p g d 116 cr,'minal and postconvict on reme y The time interval data are ase 
the Supreme Court during 1980. k ) 

1980 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Ar ansas • .. 1 D a tment Sixteenth Annual Report. 
Source: Exec~ti~e Secretary. JhUdlCla 1 er~p~rt ex~ept that totals have been computed where necessary. Statlstlcs are from t e annua 

186 

j 
I 
! 
i 

J 

r~l 

II 
I! 
I.) 
lj 
1 

i 
J 
1 

I 
1 

ARKANSAS COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

6 justices 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Ci vi 1: 

Law ....................................................... . 
EqUity .................................................... . 
Probate ................................................... . 

Total ..................................................... .. Criminal: 
Other felony .............................................. . 
Nisdemeanor .............................................. .. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Totijl appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Civil : 

Habeas corpus .............. , .......................... . 
Certiorari ........................................... .. 
Other petitions •••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................. . Criminal: 
Habeas corpus ......................................... . 
Certi orari ............................................ . 
Other petitions ....................................... . 

Total ................................................. .. 
Total .................................................... . 

Total other cases ............................................. 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................ . Other rna tters: 

Motions (excluding extension of time) •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motions for extension of time ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total other proceedings ........................................ . 

Beg1nnlng 
pending 

172 
58 
10 

240 

70 
4 

74 
jfif 

a 
1 
1 
2 

o 
1 
o 
1 

__ 3 

3 

317 

10 

22 
Of 

-Ef 
32 f 

Filed 

627 
183 
19 

829 

90 
6 

96 
gg 

0 
9 

36 
45 

1 
3 
9 

13 
-.2!! 

58 

983 

96 

289 
1,049 
.hlli. 
1,434 

Disposed 

581 
172 

22 
775 

120 
10 

130 
905" 

0 
8 

37 
45 

1 
4 
9 

14 
~ 

59 

964 

99 

284 
1,020 
~ 
1,403 

End 
pending 

218 
69 

7 
294 

40 
o 

40 
334 

0 
2 
0 
2 

0 
0 
0 
0 

__ 2 

2 

336 

7 

27 
29 

-.2§. 

63 
Manner of diSPosition DisEosition of cases 

Written opinion (majority) .... 529m 
Per curiam .................... 12 

Appeals: 
Affirmed: 

Affirmed .............................. . 
Affirmed as modified or on condition ••• 

Total ................................. .. 
Reversed: 

Reversed .............................. . 
Affirmed in part. reversed in part .... . 
Reversed and dismissed ••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed with directions ••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................. .. 
Reversed and remanded .................. .. 
Remanded ............................... .. 
Di smi ssed: 

Dismissed wtth opinion ••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed without opinion •••••••••••••• 

Total .................................. . 
Original jurisdiction: 

Petitt ons granted ....................... . 
Petitions denied ....................... .. 
Rehearing requests: 

Granted •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Denied ................................ . 

Total .......................... ,. ••••••• 

£!.!!l Criminal ~ 

308 
16 

324 

9 
10 
8 
o 

27 
106 

1 

5 
88 
93 

22 
23 

6 
72 
78 

58 
5 

63 

1 
1 
7 
o 
9 
5 
o 

o 
13 
13 

2 
12 

o 
21 
21 

366 
21 

387 

10 
11 
15 
o 

36 
111 

1 

5 
101 
106 

24 
35 

6 
93 
99 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

fBeginnlng pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: Figures are as given In the annual report. 
mlnformatfon on disposition type or trial data: 

There were 61 dissenting, 19 concurring, and 2 dissenting in part and concurring in part opinions filed in addition to the 529 majority opinions filed. 

-Source: 

Arkansas). 
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ARKANSAS CIRCUIT COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
20 circuits. 33 judges 

January 1. 1980 to Oece~er 31. 1980 

Civild: 
Lawj: 

AP~!~ ~ ~ :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Tota 1 ci vil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminald: 
Felony: 

Capital .••..•....•• ·••••·••·•·•· .•.•.•.•...•. :::::::::::::::: 
Felony...... ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal.1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 crimi na lj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

egl nm ng 
pending 

22,166f j 
-11l 
22,166f 

57 f 
6,041f 
6,098~ 
2,777 

a,875f 

Filed 

30,041j 
.-ill 
30,041 

81 
10,956 
11,037 
5,440 

16,477 

46,518 
Grand tot a 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ------------------

Age of pending caseload 

Disposed 

30,135j 
.-ill 
30,135 

79 
lO,288 
10,367 
~ 

15,762 

45,897 

Less than 
Over 2 ~ears 1 lear 1 to 2 ,ears 

14,593 4,08 3,3 2 
Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal: 

Felony: 
Capital ••••••••••• ••••••••••• 
Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .......... ••••••••••••••• 
Misdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ............. • .. .. 

48 
5,037 
5,085 
2,335 
7,420 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: . 1 . t 

8 3 
1,219 568 
1,227 571 

347 11i1 
1,574 712 

A civil case is counted with the.filing of a petitl0n or ~om~ ~~ni~dictments. 
The criminal case unit of count lS the ~umber ~f in~~~m:~~~~ the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 cour year oes 
Figures are as given in the annual report. . i it' 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between fl1in95 and d spos 10ns: 
Figures are as gi~en in th~ annual report: 

jExplana~ion of da~a.llncludedl In(tthl.~lc~~e~~~~.) that could not be separated from the total. 
Law lncludes C1Yl appea s r 

n 
pending 

22,072j 
-ID. 

22,072 

59 
6,8249 
6,8839 
2,8239 

9,7069 

31,1779 

~~~:~~a~a~:~ai~~~~~~: ~o~~mi~:1e~~b~~ ~~Sj~~enile cases and juvenile appeals. 
. S· teenth Annual Report, 1980 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judlclal Departmenetxc'ep~Xthat totals have been computed where necessary. 
Statistics are from the annual report 
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ARKANSAS CHANCERY ANO PROBATE COURT 
Court of ge~eral jurisdiction 

20 chancery circuits. 30 chancel lots 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Cfvild: 
Equity ........................................................ . 
Domestic relations: 

Support/custody: 
Reef proca I s IN ............................................ . 
Reciprocals OUT .......................................... .. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Adoption ................................................... .. 
Other domestic relations: 

Domestic relations ........................................ . 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Decedents' estates ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardl anshi p .............................................. . 
Other estate: 

Miscellaneous probate ..................................... . 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Hental health: 
Alcoholic and mental ....................................... .. 

Tota I ci vil 

Grand total 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

2,304f 
o 

2,304 f 
N/A 

15,740f 
18,044fi 

14,858f 

N/A 

N/A 
14,858f1 

--1Y.A 

39 ,256f1 

Age of pending caseload 

Less than 

Filed 

7,356 

2,073 
1,390 
3,463 
1,669 

24,981 
30,113 

4,349 

2.015 

1,285 
7,649 

46,421 

46,421 

Civil : 
Equity ....................... . 
Support/cu3tody: 

Reciprocals IN •••••••••••••• 
Reciprocals OUT ••••••••••••• 

1 year 

3,456 

1,113 

1 to 2 years 

1,276 

449 
o 

Total ...................... .. 1,113 
Other domestic relations •••••• 9,012 

Total ci vii .................. .. 13,581 

Boldface headings indicate the clasSlflcatlons used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

o 
449 

2,238 
3,963 

Disposed 

7,776 

2,487 
1,390 
3,877 

N/A 

28,216 
32,0931 

3,231 

N/A 

N/A 
3,2311 

--1Y.A 

43,100i 

43,100i 

Over 
2 years 

1,161 

357 
0 

357 
1,275 
2,793 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
fBeginnlng pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 cOUrt year: 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 
9Change In pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 
iData are not complete: 

Domestic relations pending and disposed totals do not include adoptions. 
Estate pending and disposed totals do not include guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship and other estate. 

Elld 
pendi I:g 

5,8~39 

1,9199 
0 

1,919g 
N/A 

12,52~9. 
14,44491 

16,0849 

N/A 

N/A . 
16,08491 

--1Y.A 

36,421i 9 

36,421i 9 

Total civil and grand total pending and disposed data do not include adoptions, guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship, 
estate. and mental health cases. 

other 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judiefal Department, Sixteenth Annual RetOrt, 1980 JUdicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). 
Statistics are from the annual report and the clerk's correct ons except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Total ci vii 

ARKANSAS COURT OF COHHON PLEAS 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

12 courts. county jud!Jes serve 
January 1. 1980 to Ilecent.er 31. 1980 

Begl\'"1 ng 
penclinQ 

N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCasedeftnitlon or unit of count: 
A clvn case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

387 

387 

Disposed 

N/A 

N/A 

End 
pendinQ, 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Sixteenth Annual Report, 1980 JUdicial Statistics (little Rock, Arkansas). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals hnve been computed where necessary. 

m. ____________________________ ~ ________________________________________________________ --------
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ARKANSAS COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

75 courts; 75 judges, 55 juvenile referees 
January I, 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Child: 
Domestic relations: 

Bastardy •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ci vil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ............................................... .. 

Grand :.etal .................................................... . 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

---1Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM proj~ct. 
N/A = This case t,ype is handled by the court, but the data are unavallable. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

1,628 

1,628 

11,835 

13,463 

Disposed 

---1Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

II/A 

The reported fi gures i ncl ude one county's data whi ch we"e co 11 ected from October, 1979 to October, 1980. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A ci vi I case is counted '/lith the fil i ng of a pet i t i on or compl ai nt. 

Source: Executive Secretary, JUdicial Department, Shteenth Annual Report, 1980 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where nece~sary. 

ARKANSAS MUNICIPAL COURT; 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

lIB courts, 98 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Criminal d: 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal ................................................... .. 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Traffic: 
OWI/OIll: 

Ddving while into:dcated ................................... . 
Other traffic violations: 

Moving traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic ............................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total traffic .................................................. . 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 

---1Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

---1Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classlfications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

25,869i 

99,908i 

99,908i 

25,618i 

196,0111 
114,802, 
310,813' 

336,431i 

462,961 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
iOata are not complete: 

Disposed 

N/A 

---1Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

---1Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

The breakdown of data into case types was not available for the court located in Salem. There were 753 cases 
court. They are included in the grand total figure, but not the other figures in the profile. 

End 
pending 

N/A 

---1Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

---1Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

filed in this 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Sixteenth AnnUal Report, 1980 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

190 

I 
J 

:J 

J 

ARKANSAS CITY COURT, POLICE COURT, AND JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

84 city courts, 76 judges: 3 police courts, 3 judges; 3 justice of the peace courts, 3 justices of the peace 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminal d: 

Misdemeanor: 
Criminal .................................................... . 

Totil1 criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 

DWI/OUI: 
Driving while intoxicated ................................... . 

Other traffic vioiations: 
Moving traffic ............................................. .. 
Other traffic ..................................... ' .......... . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic . ................................................. . 

Grand tota 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beglnm ng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

iliA 
N/A 

-.lJ.!.A 
N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Filed 

159i 

3,940i 

3,940i 

l,576i 

12,227! 
4, 554~ 

16,7811 

18,357i 

27,852i 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

iOata are not complete: 

Disposed 

N/A 

--.JY..A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

--.JiL~ 

N/A 

N/A 

End 
pending 

N/A 

--.JY..A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

---1Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

Th~re were no reports from the cities of Diaz, Farmington, Gravette, Marion, Moutainburg, Swifton, Thornton, and Whitehall. 
(Only 6-months of data were available for the courts located in Barling, Bearden, and Marvell). The courts located in Alma, 
Arkansas City, Atkins, Austin, Call11lack Village, Glenwood, Greenbriar, Holly Grove, Humphrey, Magazine, Mayflol~er, Patterson, 
and Wilson reported the total number of cases filed, but did not give a breakdown of filings by case type. There were 5,396 
cases fil ed in these courts. These cases are i ncl uded in the grand tota I fi gure but in no othel' fi gures on thi s profi 1 e. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Sixteenth Annual Report, 1980 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). 
Stati sti cs are from the annual report except that ,tota 1 s have been computed Ivhere necessary. 
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CALIFORNIA COURT SYSTE~1! 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
'" 7 justices 

-------.... ~ jurisdiction: 

judgment of 
leath. 

- Direct appeals of judgment of death. 
- All other appeals are discretionary. 

COURTS OF APPEAL (5) 
59 judges 
jurisdiction: , 
- Appeals from Superior Court except 

in judgment of death. 

SUPERIOR COURT (58) 
607 judges and 98 full-time 
commissioners and referees 
Unlimited original jurisdiction: 
- Primarily handles civil actions over 

l 
$15.000, equity, domestic relations. 
E~clusive jurisdiction over probate. 

- Primarily handles felonies. 
L ______ -1 _ Exclusive jurisdiction over juvenile. 

Appeals.de novo of smal! c.laims c~s<s in 
municIpal courts and CIVIl cases In 
justice courts. 

f 
MUNICIPAL COURT (83) 
472 judges authorized 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $15.000. small 

claims under $750. 
• Misdemeanors. ordinance violations. 

felony preliminaries. 

jury trials. 

t Indkdtes r'nute u{ ,1ppe,11. 

Appeals on record of other municipal 
court cases and criminal cases from 
justice courts. 

ju'!y trials. 

JUSTICE COURT (lOO) 
101 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil law under $15.000, small claims 

under $750. 
- Misdemeanors. ordinance violations • 

felony preliminaries. 

jury trials. 
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CALIFORNIA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July 1. 1979 to June 30. 1980 

Cases; 
Appeals: 

Civfl ....................................................... . Criminal: 
Di rect appea 1 sJ ............................................ . 
Other cri mi na 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ............................................. . 
Tota 1 appea 1 s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Civil .•••. , •••.•..••..••••••. II •••••• , •••••••••••••••• I •• 

Criminal ••.•••..•••.•••..•••••.•.••.• , ••••.•..•••...••.•• 
Total .1 ••••••• , 11.1 •••••••••••••••••••• 1 ••••• , ••••••• 1' ••• Disciplinary matters: 
Attorney disciplinary proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••• Advisory opinion: 
Executive clemency applications •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..•.. " .•................. , ............•........... " .. Rp.quests to appeal: 
Civil : 

Clvfl appeals ........................................... . 
C i vi I ori gl na I proceedi ngs ............................... . 

Total I ••••• II •••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••• Criminal: 
Criminal appeals ........................................ . 
C ri mi na 1 orl gl na I proceed I ngs (habeas corpus) •••••••••••• 

Total .1 .......................... , ................... , ... . 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ................................................... .. 

Other proceedings; 
Rehearing requests ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Other matters; 

Trans fer and retrans fer •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ordl1rs/wrfts to show cause ................................. .. 
Moti\~ns decided ............................................. . 
Misce.l1aneous ••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••• I ................... . 

Total .1 ............... , ........... , ... t •••••••••••••••••• t •••• 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 

Manner of disposition 

Original Other 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A rm 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-!i& 
N/A 

~~~eals Clvi Cr mlnal Written opinion .......... bO 40 ~ror.eedlngs ~roceedings Total 
40 0 liliJ 

Filed Disposed End 
pending 

o ( 69)e 60 N/A 

5 N/A 
35 N/A 
40 N/A 

100 N7A 

22 
o ( 35)e 

22 ( 35)e 
22 (104,e 

215 ( 68)e X N/A 438 ( 45)e X N/A 653 (113)e 543 N/A 
88 88 N/A 
17 17 N/A 758 (ll3)e 648 N/A 

944 875 ( 69)e N/A 700 629 ( 68)e N/A 1,644 1,5,., (137)e N/A 
1,100 1,065 ( 35)e N/A 439 394 ( 45)e N/A 1,539 1,459 ( 80le N/A 3,183 2.963 (217)e N/A 3,941 (ll3)e 3,611 l21ne NTA 

3.963 (l13)e 3,711 (217)e N/A 

N/A 72 N/A 
N/A 220 N/A N/A 44 N/A N/A 179 N/A N/A 2,250 N/A N/A 2,693 -!i& 

N/A 2.765 N/A 

Disposition of a~~eals (crlmlnal)m 

Affirmed .......................... 13 Affirmed with modifications ••••••• 7 Reversed, no retri al .............. 1 Reversed for expected retri al ..... 10 Dismissed ......................... 1 
Boldface headings indicate the claSSifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A u This case type 1s handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this Case type are known to be inclUded in the total but were not available by category. 
eCases not included in the total to avoid dOUble counting: 

Petitions for hearings granted are not counted as a disposed petition Until the resulting appeal or original proceeding is 
disposed: a filing i$ not counted for the appeal or original proceeding. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 
Direct criminal appeals are capital (death penalty) cases only. 

mrnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Disposition Qf appeals data include only crl~lnal appeals terminated by written opinion. 

Source: 
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CALIFORNIA COURTS OF APPEAL 
Intermediate appellate court 

5 districts, 59' judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 19BO 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil .................................................... . 
Criminal ................................................. . 

Total appeals ............................................. . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Civil ................................................ . 
Criminal ............................................. , 

Total ................................. , ............... . 
Tota 1 other cases ........................................ .. 

Tota 1 cases ................................................. . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ........................................ .. 
Other matters: 

Motions to dismiss on clerk's certificate ••••••••••••••••• 
Motions .................................................. . 
Orders (miscellaneous) ................................... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beg1nm ng 
pending 

3,250 
3,069 
6,3i9 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A -m 

6,319i 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

Filed 

4,249 
4.586 

--s;1m" 

4,260 
1,279 
5,539 

T,539 

14,374 

N/A 

383 
N/A 
N/Ai 
~ 

383i 

Oisposed 

5,339 
4.341 

9,bil1l" 

X 
X 

5,325 
s.m-
15,005 

1,499 

N/A 
1,322 

10,185, 
11,5071 

13,006i 

Er1d 
pending 

3,8139 
3.6499 

I;462g 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A -m 

7,46291 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

Manner of disposition Dis~osition of a~~eals (criminal) 

~pPCa~s Original 
proceedings Total 

Affirmed ......................... 
Civi r1minal Affirmed with modifications •••••• 

Reversed, no retrial ............. 
Written opinion •••••••••• 2,B16 3,359 484 6,659m Reversed for expected retrial .... 

Dismissed ........................ 

Status of pending caseload (6/30/80) 

Ci vil Cri mi na 1 
Appeals not ready for calendar ..................... 2,OQ5h 2, 24Sll 
Appeals argued, calendared. or ready for calendar •• I,B08 1,404 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This ca~e type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Total 
r,goh 
3,212 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

CJudge information: 
There were 63.6 full-time judge equivalents in the Courts of Appeal durin~ fiscal year 1979-1980. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and disposit10ns: 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 

2,582 
424 

31 
275 

6 

The number of pending appeals not ready for calendar was computed by subtracting the number argued, calendared, or ready for 
calendar from the total number pendingl 

iData are not complete: 
Total cases pending do not include original proceedings. 
Total other matters and other proceedings filed include only motions to dismiss on clerk's certificate. Filings are not 

reported for other categories. 
Total other matters and other proceedings disposed do not include disposition of motions to dismiss on clerk's certification. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
There were 5,120 authored majority opi ni ons and 1,390 "by the court" major; ty opi ni ons that di sposed of 6,510 cases. 

Source: Judicial Council of California, 1981 Annual Report of the Administrative Office of the Califo!'nia COUrts (San Francisco, 
California: 1981). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where ne~e5sary. 
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CALIFORNIA SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

58 courts, 607 judges, and 98 full-time commissioners and referees 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Child: 
Tort: 

Aut,1) tort: 
Personal injury, death and property damage--motor vehicles. 

Other tort .................................................. . 
Tota I •••.......•.•.•••••••.••..•.••.•.••.•...•••••.••••••••.•• 

Rea 1 property ri ghts: 
Eminent domain (parcels) .................................... . 

Domestic relations: 
Marriage dissolution: 

Family law ................................................ . 
Estate: 

Other estate: 
Probate and guardianship •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mental health ................................................. . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of trial court case: 
Appea.ls from lower courts ................................ .. 

Extraordinary writ: 
Habeas corpus ............................................... . 

Other civil: 
Other complaints ........................................... .. 
Other pet it ions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .1 ••••••••••••••••• t ••••• ",. It ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ci vil 

Criminal d: 
Felony: 

Crimi nal ........ ;. .••.••......•.•••..••••••.•.••..•...•..•••.•• 
Appeals ....................................................... . 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Delinquency •..••.••••••••••••••••••••••••.• t •••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Dependency •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. 

Total juvenile ............................................... .. 

Grand total , ..................................................... . 

Chtlm: 
Auto tort •••••••••••••••••• 
Other tort ...•.•..•..•. , ..• 
Real property rights ••••••• 
Domestic relations ••••••••• 
Estate ", ........••......•. 
Mental healthm ••••••••••••• 
Appeal m •.•••••.•.....•....• 
ExtraordinarY writm •••••••• 
Other ci vil •••••••••••••••• 

Tot31 .•••• ,.;. ......... t ••••••• 

Criminal: 
Felony .......•....•...••..• 
Appeal"' ............... , ..••• 

Total ••.•••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense ••••••• 
Non-offense ••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................ . 

Jurym 

1,909 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

2,953 

4,422 
o 

4,422 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••• 7,375 

Tri al d 

Non-jury 

110 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

258,360 

1,916 
1.562 
3,478 

68,304 
15,341 
83,645 

345,483 

Total 

2,019 
2,042 

363 
137,433 
56,252 
3,3~S 

10,962 
5,024 

43,893 
261,313 

6,338 
1,562 
7,900 

68,304 
15,341 
83,645 

352,858 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

--.!iLA 
N/A 

N/A 
--.!iLA 

N/A 

N/A 

--.!iLA 
N/A 

II/A 

Jury tri al: 

Filed 

53,636 
29,491 
83,127 

2.507 

175,675 

64,256 
3,579 

12,366 

13,295 

89.934 
103,703 
193,637 

548,442 

57,Q32 
~ 

60.420 

82.295 

19.559 

101,854 

710,116 

Acquitted, dismissed 
or transferred •••••••••• 

Convicted • •••••••••• i ••••• 

Non-jury trial: 
Acquitted, dismissed 

and transferred ••••••••• 
Convicted . ................ 

Gullty plea . .... , .... " .... ,. 
Dismissed or transferred . ... 
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Disposed 

41,076 
21,024 
62,100 

1,246 

145,517 

60,944 
3,62B 

11,355 

12,284 

53,li82 
63,337 

117.019 

414,093 

51,190 
~ 

53,356 

76,839 

17,755 

94,594 

562,043 

Criminal 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/.~ 
N/A 

--.!iLA 
N/A 

N/A 
--.!iLA 

N/A 

N/A 

--.!iLA 
N/A 

N/A 

dis[!ositfonsm 

Felony_ Mlsdeme~ Total 

X X 788 
3,447 187 3,634 

X X 462 
1,256 198 1.454 

36,186 2,445 38,631 
X X 6,221 

(continued on next page) 
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Californi~ Superior Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project • 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Civil trials include mental health hearings; they do not inclUde habeas corpus hearings. 
There were 2,812 juries sworn for the 2,953 civil cases disposed by jury trial, and 4,986 juries sworn for the 4,422 criminal 

defendants disposed by jury trial. 
Civil appeals and criminal appeals trial data are for appeals disposed by trial de novo; appeals disposed after hearing are not 

included. 

Source: Judicial Council of California, 1981 Annual Report of the Administrative Office of the California Courts (San FranciscQ, 
California: 1981), and unpublisnecraat~ provlded by the admlnlstratlve offlce of the courts. Statlstlcs are from the 
annual report and unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

CALIFORNIA JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

100 courts, 101 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Child: 
Small claims .................................................. . 
Other civil ................................................... . 

Total ci vi] 

Criminal d: 
Misdemeanor: 

Group A misdemeanor ......................................... . 
Group 8 misdemeanor ........................................ .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Ordinance violation: 

Non-traffic infractions ..................................... . 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felonies .................................................... . 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Parking: 

Illegal parking ............................................. . 
Other traffic violation: 

Group C mi sdemeanorj ........................................ . 
Group 0 misdemeanor ......................................... . 
Traffi c i nfracti ons ......................................... . 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Tota I tra ffi c 

Grand total 

Beglnn1ng 
pending 

II/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
NIA 
NIA 

NIA 

-.!Y..A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Filed Disposed 

35,511 27,549 
17,699 12,559 

53,210 40,108 

26,916 24,196 
26,597 24,157 
53,513 48,353 

4,698 3,921 

~ 7,064!-

67,185 59,338 

129,102 /02,139 

20,176j , 1.7, 998j 
35,242 30,535 

330,694 287,859 
386,112 336,391-

515,214 438,531 

635,609 537,977 

Trial d Civil dispositions 

Small Other 
Jury Non-jury Total claims civil 

Civil : Dismissed for lack of prosecution ••• 3,006 842 
Small claillS ............... 72 19,792 19,864 Other dismissals or transfers ...... 4,505 2,338 
Other civil ................ 31 2,270 2,301 Summary judgments ................... 103 787 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••• 103 22,062 22,165 All other judgments • •• a •••••••••••• 71 6,291 
Criminal: 

~isdemeanor •••••••••••••••• 432 3,236 3,668 
Or'di nance vi 0 I ati ons ••••••• 1 193 194 
Preli~inary hearing •••••••• 34 3,234 3,268 

Total ....................... 467 6,663 7,130 
Traffic: 

Parking .................... 2 1,280 1,282 
Other traffic violations af,. 396 12,525 12,921 

Total ...................... , 398 13,fl05 14,203 
Grand total .................. 968 42,530 43,498 

196 

End 
pending 

N/A 
-.!Y..A 

II/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

-.!Y..A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
NIA 
NIA 

--1Y.1 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

3,848 
6,843 

890 
6,362 

i 
j 
i 

'{ 
I 

"I 

1 

J 
lJ 
IJ 

tl 
{ 
i 

I 
j 
1 
j 
I 
J 
1 

Traffic dispositions 
Criminal dispositions 

Oth~r traffic 
Ordinance Parking violation Total Jury tri al: Mi sdemeanor violation Felonies Total Convicted 0 297 297 

Jury trial: 
Acquitted or Convicted ••••••• 248 26 275 dismissed ..... 2 99 101 

Acquitted or 
Non-ju ry tri a I : dismissed ...... 184 0 8 192 Convicted ••••••• 1,001 9,029 10,030 Non-jury trial: 

Acquitted or Convi cted or 
dismissed ..... 279 3,496 3,775 bound over ••••• 2,037 99 2,743 4,879 Juvenile order •• 57 5,357 5,414 

Acquitted or 
Guilty plea ....... 2,340 61,855 64,195 dismissed ...... 1,131 29 491 1,651 
Transferred ••••••• 11 2,399 2,410 Juvenile order •• 68 65 0 133 
Bail forfeitUre '" 87.592 208,746 296,338 Sui lty plea ....... 23,401 1,213 2,371 26,985 
Dism~ssals ........ 10,857 45,114 55,971 Transferred ••••••• 463 18 130 611 Bail forfeiture '" 13,691 1,753 0 15,444 Dismissals 7,130 743 1,295 9,168 

~/ld:a~h'headingS indicate ~he classifications Used by the CS1M project 
-N t 1S cal~e type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavail'ab'le 

-- ~ 0 app lcable. • 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A elvi! case is counted with the ffling of a petition or complaint 
The cr:minal case unit of count is the nu be f d f d • 
A jury.trial is counted when jury selecti~n be~ins~ en ants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

i A non-Jury trial is counted at the point whe i 
~Explanation of data included in the category: n an open ng statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

Gr~~~e~. m1 sdemeanors i ncl ude hit and run, drunk dri vi ng, reck., ess dri vlng--I njury, and dri vi n9 under the i nfl uence of drugs 
KAdditional information: 

Of the 7,064 felony preliminary hearing cases ,iisposed, 2,028 felony 
charges were reduced to misdemeanors. 

Judi ci al Council of Ca 1 i forni a 1981 Annua 1 Re t f th Ad"' . 
California: 19BO), and unpubliShed data provl~~d 6~ th/adm~~i~~;~~tlve ~Vice ~fli the California Courts (San Francisco, 
annual report and unpubl ished data except that totals have bee l

t
ve

d
o h1ce 0 t e court. Statlstlcs' are from the . n compu e I~ ere necessary. 

Source: 

~--------------_,. __ ~_--~~~--~~~~~~~-
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CALIFORNIA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

83 ~ourts, 472 authorized judgships 
July I, 1979 to June 3D, 1980 

Child: 
Small claims ••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ...................................................... 
C~iminald: 

Misdemeanor: 
Group A misdemeanor ......................................... . 
Group B misdem~anor ......................................... . 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Ordinance violation: 

Non-traffic infractions ..................................... . 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felonies .................................................... . 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 

Parking: 
Illegal parking ............................................. . 

Other traffic violation: 
Group C mi sdemeanorj ........................................ . 
Group D mi sdemeanor ........................................ .. 
Traffic infractions ......................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total traffic ................................................... 

Grand total .......................................................... 

Trial d 

BegInnIng 
pending 

N/A 
--.!Y.A 

N/A 

NfA 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

--.!Y.A 
N/A 

NfA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-M. 
N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

508,434 
481.663 

990,097 

365,898 
174,858 
540,756 

52,475 

106,795 

700,026 

10,641,042 

2112,3fi1j 
243,895 

4,600,688 
5,126.944 

15,767,986 

17 ,4511,109 

Disposed 

367,868 
326,943 

694,811 

330,666 
158,679 
489,345 

38,944 

89.67~k 

617,964 

7,733,315 

223,267j 
264,990 

3,969.723 
4,457.980 

12,191,295 

13,504,070 

[na 
pending 

N/A 
--.!Y.A 

NfA 

NfA 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

--.!Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

--.!Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

Jury Non-jury Total Civil dispositions 
Civil : 

SlIldli claims ..................... 
Other civil ...................... 

Total ............................. 
Criminal: 

Misdemeanor .................... ~ ........... 
Ordinance violation .............. 
Felonies ......................... 

Total ............................. 
Traffic: 

Parking ................ " .......... 
Other traffic violation .......... 

Total ............................. 
Grand total ................. , ....... 

0 285,701 
475 85,433 
475 371,134 

4,383 7,147 
0 775 

99 46,840 
4.482 54,762 

0 155,271 
3,347 106,199 
3,347 261,470 
8,304 687,366 

285,701 
85,908 

371,609 

11,530 
775 

46,939 
59,244 

155,271 
109,546 
264,817 
695,670 

Dismissed for lack of prosecution ••• 
Other dismissals or transfers •••••• 
Summary judgments •••••••••••••••••• 
All other judgments •••••••••••••••• 

Small 
claims 

11,751 
70,416 

o 
o 

Other 
civil 

7,718 
68,680 
5,746 

158,891 

~ 

19,469 
139,096 

5,746 
158,891 

Traffic dispositions 

Other traffic 
violation 

Criminal dispositions 

Jury trial: 
Acquitted or 

dismissed ...... 
Convicted •••••••• 

Non-jury tri al: 
Acquitted or 

dismissed ..... . 
Convicted ...... .. 
Juvenile order ••• 

Bail forfeiture .. .. 
Dismissals ....... .. 
Transferred •••••••• 

o 
o 

3,609 
151,652 

20 
6,458,422 
1,D26,682 

238 

892 
2,455 

38,212 
67,987 
34,390 

2,488,529 
864.027 

5,627 

Total 

892 
2,455 

41,821 
219,649 
34,410 

8,946,951 
1,890,709 

5,865 

198 

,)lIry trial: 
Acquitted or 

dismissed .... 
Convicted ••••• 

Non-jury trial: 
Acquitted or 

dismissed .... 
Convicted or 

bound over ••• 
Juvenil e order. 

Pleas of guilty. 
Bail forfeitures. 
Dismissals •••••• 
Transferred ••••• 

Ordinance 
Misdemeanor violation Felonies Total 

1,844 0 48 1,892 
2,539 0 51 2,590 

3,138 278 3,355 6,771 

3.929 444 43,479 47,852 
80 53 6 139 

325,629 9,850 23,197 358.676 
45,676 18,070 2 63,748 

105,418 10,214 18,922 134,554 
1,092 35 615 1,742 

i 
I 
! 
I r 

I 
! 
I 

c 
i 
! 

r 
! ,·.1 

II 
II 
(I 
, 

.; 
; 

1 
! 
1 

Boldface headings indicate the claSSifications used by the CSIM project 
N/A =N ThiS case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable ot applicable. • 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint 

Ih~rf~lm~~a~o~~~~/~~~n o~o~~~~~eJs t~e .nllmb~ri OJ tefendants on the 'information, indictment, or complaint. 
jE 1 an opening statemellt or the int;oducf~~~ o~ :ny !v~~:~~c~~c~~~e jury selection begins; a non-jul'y trial at the point when 

xp anation ?f data included in the category: • 

Gr~~~e;. ml sdemeanors incl une hi t and run, drunk dri vi ng, re< .• l ess dri vi ng--i njury, and dri vi ng under the i nfl uenee of drugs 
kAdditional information: 

Of the 89,675 felony preliminary hearing dispositions, 15,114 felony charges were reduced to misdemeanors. 
Source: Judicial Council of California 1981 Annual Re t f th . 

California: 1981) and unpubli~hed data provld~drDyot e : Admin~strative Office of the California Court.~ (San Francisco, 
annual report except that totals have been computed where ~!~!~s~~~. ve 0 Ice 0 t e court. tatlst cs are from the 

199 

~ 
\ 



(' 

DISTRICT COURT (22) 
101 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations, civil. probate. 

and mental health except in 
Denver. 

- Criminal. 
- Juvenile except in Denver. 
Appeals on record orde nOVll. 

Jury trials. 

WA TER COURT (7) 
7 district judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 

COLORADO COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

• 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Initial appellate jurisdiction in cases 

involving constitution~li.ty of statu~e, 
municipal charter prOVISIOn, or ordI
nance; actions of Public Utilities 
Commission; water cases; and 
Election Code. 

l 

I~ 

COURT OF APPEALS 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from lower courts, Industrial 

Commission •• lnd Banking Board. 

, 

t 
Cunstitutionalityof 

st'ltute, ordinance, or 
municip.,l c1Mrter prClvisioll 

• DENVER PROBATE COURT 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 

DENVER JUVENILE COURT 
3judges 

- Exclusive jurisdiction ,wer all 
probate matters and in the .ld
judication of the mental health 
hearings. 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in adoption. 

parentage •• 1nd support. 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in juvenile 

matters. 

DENVER SUPERIOR COURT 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 

] 

- Determination of water right,;, 
uses and administration of water. 
and all other water matters. 

- Civil matters over $500 and under 
$5,000, small claims. 

Appeals on record frllm Denver 
County Courts. 

Certillr.lri 
.Ippe.lls frllm 

.... ---- Denver County .lnd 
Municipal Courts 

COUNTY COURT (63) 
lOS judges 
Jurisdiction; 

Jury trials. 

Court of 
remrd 

- Civil cases under $500 except titles 
to or boundary of real property. 

- Misdemeanors. felony preliminaries. 
Appeals de noVo. 

Jury trials. 

+ Court not 
of rimrd 

MUNICIPAL COURT (197) 
174 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

. - Municipal ordinance violations and 
traffic. 

t Indicates mute of appeal. 
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t 
Denver Count>' .lnd 

Municipal Courts 
only. 

.. 

Court uf ' 
last 

resort 

Intcrmedi.ltc 
.Ippell.lle 

court 

(ourts of 
)1cner.11 

jurisdiction i 

Collrts \If 
limited 

jurisdiction 

COLORADO SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July I, 1979 to June 3D, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civllj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal: 

Criminal .................................................. . 
Interlocutories •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Postconviction remedy: 

Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other appeals: 

Statutory review .......................................... . 
Reopened cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Tota I appea Is ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Interrogatori es ......................................... . 
Rule 21.1 .............................................. .. 
Bail reduction ......................................... .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disciplinary matters: 

DiSciplinary proceedings ................................. . 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Petitions in certiorari •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ........................................... .. 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Manner of disposition 

Written op!n!on ............ ......... 291 
Without oplnlon ••••••••••••••••••••• 596 
Transferred to Court of Appeals ••••• 6 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

X 

X 
·X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X --X 

X 
X 
0 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
--X 

414 

Filed 

57j 

151 
31 

182 

26 

7 
3 

10 
275 

276 
1 
0 
0 

277 

51 
328 

347 
6'75 

950 

Disposed 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
--X 

893 

Status of pending caseload (6/30/80) 

Cases not yet at issue: 

bd 
pending 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

X 
X 
0 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
--X 

471 

Certiorari granted, awaiting briefs on merits •••••• 19 
Appeals pending •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 91 
Appeal on limited remand ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 
Appeal held in abeyance............................ 6 

Cases at I s sue: 
Cases at issue awaiting oral argument •••••••••••••• 84 
Cases orally argued awaiting opinion ••••••••••••••• 130 
Cases submitted without argument ••••••••••••••••••• 38 
Opinion announced awaiting action on rehearing ••••• 26 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

jExplanation of data inclUded in the category: 
Civil appeals includes water cases, P.U.C. deciSions, and constitutional questions. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Report, Colorado Judiciary 1979-80 (Denver, Colorado: 1980). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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COLORADO COURT OF APPEAl.S 
Inte~diate appellate court 

10 judges 
July 1. 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals, 

C1vllJ ..................................................... .. 
Criminal .................................................... . 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Industrial comnission ..................................... . 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Requests to appea 1 ......................................... .. 
Sentence review only ....................................... .. 

Tota I other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases 

Begl nm ng 
rlendi ng 

X 
X 

X 
--X 

l,098f 

Filed Disposed 

818j X 
280 X 

96 X 
l,i9if --X 

13 X 
---rr ----x 

1,207 l,l/i6 

Manner of disposition Status of pending caseload (6/30/80) 

tna 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
--X 

X 
--X 

1,139 

Published opinion ••••••••••••••••• 
Unpublished opinion ••••••••••••••• 
Without opinion ••••••••••••••••••• 
Transferred to Supreme Court •••••• 

284 
436 
316 
130 

Appeals 
CiV1

X
l cnml

x
nal Agexcy T6t

1
a
2
1 

Cases not yet at issue ••••••••••••••• 
Cases at issue: 

At issue awaiting oral argument •••• 
Orally argued awaiting opinion ••••• 
Submitted without oral argument •••• 

Total at issue •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

171 
101 

X 
X 

109 
41 
X 
X 

Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case cate90ry mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

11 
7 
X 
X 

291 
149 
87 

527 

Civil appeals include appeals from courts, administrative boards, and agencies within the jurisdiction of the court except for 
the Industrial Comnission. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator. Annual Report. Colorado Judiciary 1979-80 (Denver, Colorado: 1980). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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COLORADO DISTRICT COURT, 
DENVER SUPERIOR COURT, DENVER JUVENILE COURT, 

AND DENVER PROBATE COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

22 districts, l06c judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 19BO 

Child: 
Law: 

Money demands .............................................. . 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Personal injury--matar vehiclej ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other tort: 
Personal injury--other ................................... . 
Property damage ............................... , ••••••••••• 
Wrongful death ., ...................... " ...... , .......... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ................................................. " •••••• 

Real property rights: 
Real and personal property •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Domestic relations: 
Marriage dissolution: 

Dissolution of marriage ................................. .. 
Legal separation ......................................... . 
Invalidity of marriage ................................... . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 
Support /cus toc(y: 

Paterni ty and ~upport ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Child custody ........................................... .. 
Reciprocal nonsupport interstate •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reciprocal support intrastate ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoption .................................................. .. 

Other domestic relations: 
Miscellaneous ............................................ . 
Post judgment actions ..................................... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ...................................................... .. 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Intestates ............................................... . 
Testates ................................................. . 
Small estates ............................................ . 

Total .................................................... .. 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardi anshi ps ............................................ . 
Conservatorships •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................... .. 
Other estate: 

Miscellaneous ........................................... .. 
Post judgment acti oos .................................... .. 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ....................................................... . 

Mental health: 
Short-term treatment ....................................... . 
Developmentally disabled admissions ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition for evaluation .................................... . 
Long-term treatment ........................................ . 
Alcoholism cOlllmHments ..................................... . 
Post judgment actions ...................................... .. 
Hi see 11 aneous .............................................. . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Administrative review and local governments ••••••••••••••• 

Appeal of trial court case: 
County court appeals .................................... .. 

Total ....................................................... . 
Extraordinary writs: 

M1 see 11 aneousj ....................................... , .•...•• 
Other ci vil : 

Postjudglllent actions ....................................... . 

Tota I ci vil ................................................... . 
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Begl nOJ ng 
pending 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1.280 

X 

X 
X 

X 

__ X 

X 

Filed 

20,551 

1,836 

1,368 
1,114 

162 
2,644 
4,480 

6,741 

25,585 
1183 
105 

26,173 

3,752 
266 

6,519 
975 

11,512 
2,260 

572 
8.730 
9,302 

49,247 

1.450 
3.729 

189 
5.368 

421 
790 

1.211 

644 
482 

1,126 
7,705 

1.229 
52 

749 
16 

355 
655 
122 

3,178 

465 

III 
576 

5,017 

7.892 

105.387 

Disposed End 
pending 

15,834 X 

1,419 X 

1,100 X 
842 X 

97 X 
2,039 X 
3,458 X 

5,378 X 

23,716 X 
460 X 
103 X 

24,279 X 

2,884 X 
182 X 

5,711 X 
797 X 

9,574 X 
2,077 X 

215 X 
10,071 X 
10,286 X 
46,216 X 

1,189 X 
2.975 X 

181 X 
4,345 X 

389 X 
441 X 
830 X 

876 X 
753 X 

1.629 X 
6,804 X 

1.152 X 
21 X 

788 X 
43 X 

282 X 
805 X 

72 X 
3,163 1.295 

427 X 

113 X 
540 X 

3.822 X 

9.521 __ X 

~ 
.: 

94.736 X 
\ 

(continued on next page) 
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Colorado District Court. Denver Superior Court. Denver Juvenile Court. and Denver Probate Court (continued) 

Criminal d: 
Felony: 

Offenses against the person ••••••••••••••••••••••• ; ••••••••• 
Offenses against property ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Offense i nvol vi ng fraud .................................... . 
Offenses involving governmental operation ••••••••••••••••••• 
Drug and narcotic offenses •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Miscellaneous offenses •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of trial court case: 
County court appeals .................................... .. 

Other criminal: 
Non-offenseJ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Post judgment actions ....................................... . 

Total ....................................................... . 

Total criminal ................................................ . 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

De Ii nquency ................................................ . 
Status offense: 

Child in need of support .................................. .. 
Non-offense: 

Dependency and neglect petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other juvenile: 

Relinquishments ............................................ . 
Miscellaneous .............................................. . 
Post judgment acti ons ....................................... . 

Total ....................................................... . 

Total juvenile ............................................... .. 

Grand tota I .................................................... . 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

__ X 

12,562 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

106,624f 

2.182 1.705 
6.498 4.790 

989 731 
3i4 248 
978 711 

1.516 1.411 
12.477 9.596 

427 404 

506 351 
4.114 4.389 
4.620 4.740 

17 .524 14.740 

6,543 5.070 

150 459 

2.468 1.861 

694 629 
820 702 

6,227 6.311 
--L.lli ~ 

16.902 15.032 

139.813 124,508 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications u~ed by th~ CSIM project. " 
X = The data for this case type are known to be 1ncluded 1n the total but were not ava11able by category. 

cJudge informati~n: 

Five of these 106 judges serve in the Denver Superior. Juvenile. and Probate Courts. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 

fBegi nni ng pendi ng fi gure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pendi ng fi gure for the 1979 court year: 
" Figure is as given in the ~nnual report. 
JExplanatian of data included 1n the category: 

Personal injury--motor vehicle includes related property damage. " 
Miscellaneous under extraordinary writs includes habeas corpus and other remedial writs, in~unctions. ~tc. 
Criminal non-offense cases include extraditions, revocations. parole, and release from commItment hearIngs. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Report. Colorado Judiciary 1979-80 (Denver, Colorado: 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

COLORADO WATER COURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

7 districts, 7 district judges serve 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Civil d: 
Rea 1 property ri ghts: 

Water adjudications ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Diligence findings ......................................... . 
Revi ew pet it ions ........................................... . 
Other ..................................................... .. 

Total ....................................................... . 

Total ci vil ............................. ~ ..................... . 
Grand tot a I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Beglnnl ng 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 
~ 

4,017 

4,017 

Filedj Disposed 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
~ ~ 

2,226 2.445 

2,226 2,445 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

___ X 

15.346 

x 
X 

X 
X 
X 

__ X 

X 

121.929 

1980) • Statistics 

£nd 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 
~ 

3,788 

3,788 

dface headings i~dicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
The data for th15 case type are known to be included in the total but ~ere not available by category. 

urt jurisdiction: 

Since District Court judges serve this court, data for this court are included with the general jurisdiction courts. se definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint 

planation of data included in the category: • 
Filed inclUdes original actions filed and post judgment actions filed. 

rce: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Report, Colorado Judiciary 1979-80 (Denver, Colorado: 1980). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that tot a I s have b~en computeif where necessary. 

COLORADO COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

63 counties, 108 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

il d: 

mall claims .................................................. . 
ther civil: 
Civil ...................................................... .. 

tal civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

minal d: 
i sdemeanorj .................................................. . 
rel iminary hearing •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

tal criminal . ................................................ . 
ffic: 

tal traffic ................................................... 

"nd total ...................................................... 

Civil : 
Small claims ........... .. 
Other ci vi 1 •••••••••••••• 

Total .................... . 
Criminal: 

Misdemeanor •••••••••••••• 
Traffic ................... . 

Total ..................... .. 

Beglnn1ng 
pending 

2,981f 

13,487f 

16,468f 

13,128f 
___ 0 

13,128f 

51,664f 

81,260f 

41 i 
41 i 

272i 
755i 

1,068i 

Non-jury 

3,9681 
3,181 ~ 
7,1491 

l,674i 
7,0391 

15,8621 

dface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. = Not applicable. 

,se definition or unit of count: 

Filed 

13,036 

62,003 

75,039 

38,400 
--kill. 

41,132 

179,602 

295,773 

~ 
3,96Bi 
3,222! 
7,1901 

1,946! 
7, 794~ 

16,9301 

Disposed 

10,769 

48,473 

59,242 

34,031 
--kill. 

36,763 

167,037 

263,042 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

'ginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Pending data were revised by the administrative office of the court. 

ita are not complete: 

End 
pending 

5,248 

27.017 

32,265 

17,497 
___ 0 

17 ,497 

64,229 

113,991 

No trj a I data were avail ab I e for the court located in Huerfano County. 
~planat10n of data included in the category: 
I Misdemeanor data include only those cases filed as misdemeanors, and not those filed as felonies but reduced to misdemeanors. 

rce: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Report, Colorado Judiciary 1979-80 (Oenver, Colorado: 1980). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed Where necessary. 

CQLORADO MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

197 courts, 174 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 3D, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for fiscal year 1979-80. 
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t Indicates ruute of appeal. 

CONNECTICUT COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
6 justices 
jurisdiction: 
_ Appeals from appellate session of 

Superior Court upon certification, 
_ Appeals as a matter of right from 

decisions of Superior and Commun 
Pleas Courts (except zoning which 
must be certified by two justices). 

APPELLATE SESSION 
OF SUPERIOR COURT 
3 Superior Court judges serve 
jurisdiction: . 
_ Civil appeals under $7,000, patermty, 

support, URESA . 
_ Criminal ordinance violatoon appeals: 

fine under $1,000, prison less than 1 
year. 

- Motor veh Ide appeals. 

SUPERIOR COURT (48) 
113 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil law and equity, divorce. 
- Criminal. 
- juvenile delinquency, dependency, 

and neglect. 
- Traffic. 
Appeals de novo from Probate Court. 

PROBA TE COURT (129) 
129 judges 
jurisdiction: 
_ Original civillurisdiction in probate 

matters. ] 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermedi.lte 
appellate 

court 

Cuurtllf 
gener.ll 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

'On july 1, 1 '178. the Court of Common Ple,ls and the Juvenile Cuurt were "bolishecl. Their jurisdictiun W,IS tr.lnsferred to the Superior Cllurt. 
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CONNECTICUT SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

6 justices 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Begl=~~nl~n~g~~~a==-=S:D------caa--=a=--=-=-==~---a~ 

Filed Disposed tnd 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal .................................................... . 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Ori9inal proceeding~ ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal: 

Petitions for certification •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases ........................................... .. 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions ..................................................... . 
Reservations ........................................... , .... .. 

Total ........................................................ . 

Tota 1 other proceedi ngs ........................................ . 

Manner of disposition 

pending 

522 
154 

ti1b 

691 

N/A 
N/A 

--.!ill. 
N/A 

pending 

437 459 500 
121 94 181 

--sw ---sTI ~ 

1171 118 141 
!IT ---ym- --r4 

675 671 695 

N/A 342 N/A 
N/A 5 N/A 

--1itA 347 ..JJ!A 
N/A 347 N/A 

Disposition of appealsl 

Affirmed (no error) ................................... 1B4 
Appeals 

Civil Crilllinal Total 
By opinion ••••••••••••••• ~ 57 ~ Reversed (error, no further proceedings) ••••••••••••••• 35 

Reversed and remanded (error, further proceedings)..... 55 
Reservations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5 
Transferred to Appellate Session •••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space ~ Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

kAdditional Information: 

1 
Sixty-seven of the appeals pending at the end of the year were awaiting publication of opinion. 

Special source or revision in the data: 
The number of petitions for certification pending and filed and the dispositions of appeals data were provided by the office 

of the Chief Court Administrator during data verification. 

Source: 

APPELLATE SESSION OF SUPERIOR COURT, CONNECTICUT 
InterMediate appellate court 
3 Superior Court judges serve 
July 1. 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Beglnnlng Ff1ed pending 
Cases: 

Appeals: 
Civil ....................................................... . 114 90 
Crf",inal ••••••...••.••••.••.. , .••••••••.•••.••••••••.•••••••• 71 32 

rota 1 appea 1 s ... " .. " .. " .••••. "" •....... ""." •• " ...• " ............ . -m --m-

Tota 1 caSeS 185 122 

Manner of disposition 

Civil Criminal Total 
By opi ni on ............... ---;;r- , 35 W9 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

kAdditional Information: 

supplied by 

Disposed 

143 
54 

J]7' 

197 

Tw~nty-five of the appeals pending at the end of the year were awaiting publication of their opinions. 

End 
pending 

61 

~ 

llOk 

Source: Chief Justice and Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Department, Re~ort of the Judicial Department JUlt lfi 1978 to 
June 30, 1980 (Hartford, Connecticut: 1981). Statistics are from t e biennlal report except that tota save been 
computed where necessary. 
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CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jUrisdiction 

48 courts, 113 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Child: 
Law: 

Civi lj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Civil--Housing Sessions ..................................... . 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Real property rights: 

Summary process--Housing Sessions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small clailllS: 

Small claims ................................................ . 
Small c1aims--Housir,g Sessions ............................. .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution ............................. • .. ••• .. •••• 
Other domestic relations: 

Termination of parental rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ........................................................ . 

Mental health: 
Revocation of commitment .................................... . 

Tota 1 ci vil ................................................... .. 

Crimina1 d: 
Felony: 

Part A criminal ............................ ••••• .. ••• .. ••••• 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Part B criminal ............................................ . 
Other cri nli na 1 : 

Criminal--Housing Sessions ................................. . 

Total criminal ................................................ . 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Motor vehicle ........................................ ••••••• 
Infractions awaiting payment •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... . 

Total traffic ....................................... •••• .. • .. •• 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Fami 1y juveni 1 e cases ...................................... . 
Non-offense: 

Neglect .................................................... . 

Tota 1 juveni 1 e ................................................ . 

Grand total .................................................... . 

Trial dm 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

58.321 f j 
72 

58.393f 

749 

N/A 
331. 
3311 

11. 952f 

112f 
12.064f 

__ 7_4 

71,611 i 

2,892k 

7.585k 

~ 

10.543 

5.483 
13.047 
18.530 

18.530 

3,858f 

--.1§.f 

4,241f 

104,925i 

FIi;;,~ 

45,017j 
268 

45.285 

5.772 

89.788 
1.540 

91.328 

17.172 

212 
17.384 

~ 
159.996 

4.676 

104.272 

-ill 
109.179 

X 
X 

344.819 

344.819 

15.678 

--1£ 
16.425 

630,419 

Crimin~EPositions 

--Jury Non-jury Total 
Jury tri al: 

Disposed 

45.5fl5j 
146 

45.731 

5.827 

N/A 
1.196

i 1.196 

17.795 

208 
18.003 

~ 

69,915; 

4.230 

94.419 

---ill 
98,862 

X 
X 

338,845 

338.845 

16,253 

--1i? 
16.995 

524,617i 

Part Al 

Civil: Conviction ..................... 77 

Lawffi ................ 377 
Domestic relationsm 

Total ................ 377 
Criminal: 

Felony .............. 214 
Felony/misdemeanor .. 245 

Total ................ 459 
Total ................. 836 

2,498 2.875 
1,078 1,078 
3,576 3.953 

0 214 
834 1,079 
834 1.293 

4,410 5,246 

Acquittal ...................... 
Non-jury tri a 1 : 

Conviction ..................... 
Acquittal ...................... 

Guilty. nolo plea ................ 
Dismissed, qUilshed ............... 
Noll edt withdrawn, trnnsf~rreQ ... 
Transferred to Part A court 

Status of pending caseload (6/30/80) 

Waiting plea .............. .. 
Waiting trial .............. . 
Waiti~g sentence •••••••••••• 

Crimi nal Part A 
303 

2,806 
259 

Age of pending caseload (mont~6/30/8Ql 

0-6 months 6-12 months Over 12 months 
Criminal Part A ................... 1,851 690 ---nZY--

54 

8 
30 

2.974 
193 
894 

0-2 months ~ths i:§..~ ()VI!I' 6 months 

1.798 814 388 283 Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense ••••••••• 

----------------------

End 
pending 

57.753j 
194 

57.947 

694 

N/A 
675 
675; 

11.329 

116 
11.445 

__ 6_3 

70.824i 

3.3689k 

10.0279k 

--.M. 
13,4799 

11.090 
13.414 
24,504 

24,504 

3,2B29 

--1m! 
3,6709 

112,477i 

~ 

N/A 
N/A 

filA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

4,652 

(continued on next page) 
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Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBegi~ning pendin~ figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Flgures are glven as in the report. ' 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions' 
Pending figures are given for active cases only. There was no information av~ilable on the number of cases transferred from 

. active to inactive status or from inactive to active status during the year. resulting in the imbalance. 
lData are not complete: 

Small claims pending and disposition figures only include small claims cases from the Housing Session. This affects the total 
. small claims, total civil and grand total pending and disposed figures. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

k 
Civil law cases include torts, contracts. collection cases, appeals of wills and estates in trust from the Probate Court. 

Additional information: 
In addition to the data included in the profile, there were 965 inactive Part A criminal cases and 13,508 inactive Part B 

(5,035 in diversionary stage and 8,473 with rearrest pending) cases pending at the beginning of the year and 935 Part A and 

1 
16.267 Part B (6,884 in diversionary stage and 9,383 with rearrest pending) cases pending at the end of the year. 

SpeCial source or revision in the data: 
Information on the type of disposition for criminal Part A cases was provided by the Office of the Chief Court Administrator 

during data verification. 
mlnformation on trial or type of disposition data: 

Data for chil trials are given For law cases on the jury, non-Jury, or appeal of administrative agency case trial lists and 
domestic relations marriage dissolution cases. 

Data were not available for any cases handled by the Housing Sessions or for civil, small claims or law cases disposed in the 
geographic area courts, formerly the Courts of Common Pleas. 

Source: Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Department, Re ort of the Judicial De artment. state of Connecticut, Jul 1. 1978-
June 30. 1980 (Hartford, Connecticut: January, 81. and a ltlona 1n ormat on was supp led y t e 1ce of the C ief 
Court Administrator during data Verification. 

CONNECTICUT PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

129 courts, 129 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Child: 
Domestic relations: 

Support/custody: 
Temporary custody •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Adoption: 
Approval of adoption agreement ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other domestic ~lations: 
Termination of parental rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Combination termination of parental rights and adoption •••• 
paternity claims .......................................... . 
Marriages (permission and waiver) •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other applications or petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................. It II ••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••• II' 

Total ... \I ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ .......................... .. 
Estate: 

probate/wills/intestate: 
Decedent I s estate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guard1 ans ................................................................. . 
Conservators !> .......................................................... . 

Trustees ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ................. I ...................................... I ....... I ... 

Total ............................................................................ . 
"ental health: 

Application for committment-adult •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
App 1 i ca t i on for commf tment -chi 1 d ............................ . 
Application for release ..................................... . 
Proceedings re mentally retarded persons ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................... t ....................... I ...... . 

Total civil ....•.....•...•..••••....•.....•.•......•... , •.....•• 

Begl nOJ ng 
pe~ding 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NjA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-1i!.A 
N/A 

End 
pending Filed Disposed 

24 N/A N/A 

1,008 N/A N/A 

690 N/A N/A 
113 N/A N/A 

5 N/A N/A 
962 N/A N/A 

68 N/A N/A 
1,838 N/A N/A 
2,870 N/A N/A 

32,848 N/A N/A 

1,859 N/A N/A 
3,971 N/A N/A 
5,092 N/A N/A 

10,922 N/A N/A 
43,770 N/A N/A 

1,272 N/A N/A 
13 N/A N/A 
11 N/A N/A 
32 N/A Ii/A 

.....k2§. -.li!.A -.li!.A 
48,168 N/A N/A 

-I Grand total ..................................................... . N/A 48,168 N/A N/A 

I 
1 
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DELAWARE COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

j 

COURT OF CHANCERY (3) 
3 cha ncellors 
Jurisdictiun: 
- Exclusive jurisdictiun uver .,11 <'<tuity 

(,1ses. Curpurate C,lses, redl pruperty 
disputes~ ('ummer('i .. ~1 m"Uers, 
cuntr.1Ctual matters, !\uudi,'1lships. 
trusts. est.lIes. 

No jury trials. 

~-------.. ----------~ 

SUPREME COURT 
5 ill~til"t's 
juri\.dil'tiun: 
- Fin,,1 ,'ppellate jurisdiction. 
- Censor Committee. 
- Advisory opinions. 

l 
SUPERIOR COURT (3) 
11 jud!\es 
Jurisdiction: 
- Ori!\inal civil (except e<tuityl 

jurisdiction. Exclusive jurisdiction 
over ,uJuptiuns. terminatilln of 
puent,,1 ri!\hts, involunt,uy 
lUmmitmen!s uf ment.,lIy ill. 

- Ori!\in.,1 crimin.ll jurisdiction. 
Exclusive felony .,nd dru!\ uffense 
jurisdictiun. 

Appe.,ls un re(llrd from (uurt uf 
Cnmmun riel'S ,lnd ,ldministr.ltivt) 
"gendes. 

Appeals de n(",o from justice of the 
Peact' Cuurt ,1Od Arbitr.lIiun P,lnel •. 

Jury trials. 

Divorce. 
Cuntr.lctu~1 

suppurt 
.,!\reements. 

COURT OF COMMON FAMILY COURT (3) 
PLEAS (3) 12 jud!\t'. 
5 judges juri,dictiun: 
Jurisdiction: .. Suppurt, divurn', "onulml'nt, H\p.lr.lte 

- Civil.l(tillns under $5,000. No limit I--i-~'''''''--'''~ m"intt'n.lIKe, property >rttlement. 
in ,1muunt of counterclaim. ... custudy. 

_ Misdemeanurs (except dru!\sl uutside - Child corruption, intraf.,mily crimes 
Wilmin!\tlln. (excludin!\ felonies). 

- Dependency "nd nelliect, dclintlut·ncy. 
No jury trid:s in New Castle. Juvenile tr.,ffk viol.ltiun5. 
jury tri"ls in Kent and Sussex 
(criminal cases unly). Nu jury Iri.,I •. L-________________ ~ 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURT (17) 
51 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 

MUNICIPAL COURT OF 
WILMINGTON 
3jud!\es 
Jurisdiction, 

- Ci\·il.lCt'ons under $1,500. ~ 1 ____ 

-Min\,rmisdemcanurs.Cummittinll r-I-
- Misdemednor, munidp.,1 ordill.llll'C 

violdtiuns. prclimll1.1rY he.,rinlls for 
felonies .1nd drull-rel.,ted 
misdcmcdllors. 

m"llistr.lte in ,111 crimes. Nu criminal 
jurisdiction in Wilminllton. 

- Mutor vehide c.lseS (except feloniesl. 

Jury trials in landlllrdltenant cases 
unly. 

- Trdffic Violatiuns Divisil1ll processes 
all movil1ll and p.1rkin!\ viol,ltilln., 

No jury trials. 

ALDERMAN'S COURT (13) 
1Z aldermen. 1 deputy.:: assistants, 
1 alternate. and 1 mayor 
jurisdiction: 
- Minurcivil actions in some Cllurts. 
- Minur misdemeanors. Municipdl 

\lrdinance violations. ~ommittinll 
mallistrate in some courts, 

- Trafficuffenses. parking viol.,tiuns. 

No jury tri"ls. 
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DELAWARE SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
July 1, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Disposed End Beglnnlng Filed ~nding ==========::::============== ________________________ JP~e~nd~i~n~g ________ ~ ________________ ___ 

Other cases: 
Original proce~di~gs: • 

Original jurls~lct~on. • •••••••••••••••••••• 
Orig~n~l a~pl1Catlons •••••• :::::::::: .................... . 
Certlflcatlons ............. • ............ .. 

Total ....................................... : ••••••••••••••• 
Advi sory opi ni ons ... : ••••••••••••••••• ::::: •••••••••••••••• 

Total original proceedlngs ............. • ' ............ .. 
Tota 1 other cases •••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• , 

Total cases ...................................................... 

161 
135 
~ 

11 
1 

12 
2 

14 
--r4 

310 

215 
107 

--m 

5 
5 

10 
0 

10 
"-rD 

332 

242 
111 
~ 

8 
3 

11 
2 

13 
--cr 

366 

134 
131 
~ 

8 
3 

11 
0 

11 
-1-1 

276 

. i used by the csm project. 
Boldface headings indicate the classlficat ons R ort of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 

Di rector, Admi ni strati ve Offi ce of th~ cO~~~~' e!~:~/~~~~ \o~~ 15 have been computed where necessary. Source: 1980). Statistics are from the annua re 
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./ 
) DELAWARE SUPERIOR COURT 

Court of general jurfsdiction 
3 counties, 11 judges 

July I, 1979 to June 30. 1980 
J 
1 

I Civil d: 
Law: 

ComPlaints .................................................. . Real property rights: 
Mechani c's 1 i ens and morgages ............................... . Domestic relations: 
'Other domestic relations: 

Terminations and adoptions ............................... .. Mental health: 
Involuntary cOlllTlitments ..................................... . 

Appeal ........................................................ . Other civil: 
Miscellaneous ............................................... . 

Tota I ci vil ..................................................... 
Crimlnal d: 

Felony/mis4emeanor: 
CrimlnalJ ................................................... . 

Appeal .•••••••.•.•...•..•..•.•..•••••.•••.••••••••••.•••.•••••• 

Total criminal 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• {I •••• 

Grand tota I ...................................................... 

ChO"': Non-jur~ 

Law ............ . 
Rea 1 property ri ghts 

Total .................. . 
Criminal ................ . 

Total ................... .. 

x 
X 
X 

218 
N/A 

Civfl dlspositlonsm 
Real 

X 
X 
X 

37 
N/A 

~ 
115 

9 
124 
255 
379 

2,689 

464 

181 

135f 
385 

-..ill. 
4,068 f 

1.181 
-ill. 
1.181 

5,249f 

property Domestic Mental 
law rights relatfons ~Appeal ~~ 

Granted •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed...................... 2B8 
Withdrawn: 

Voluntary dismissal .......... 1.011 
Uncontested voluntary 

cOlllTli tment •••••••••••••••••••• 
Default judgment for plaintiff.. 318 
Other judgment for plaintiff ••• 102 
Judgment for defendant ••••••••• 22 
Affi rmed ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Remanded ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Transferred •••••••••••••••••••• 28 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 

B5 

172 

365 
18 
2 

o 
o 

269 
13 

o 

o 
o 

227 128 

o 69 

427 

52 
28 
30 

o 3 
o 2 

Time interval data (average days)n 

Civtl : 
law .•••.•.....•....•..•..••... 
Real property rights •••••••••• 
Other domestf~ relations •••••• 
Mental health ••••••••••••••••• 
Appea 1 , ••••••••• ' •••• 0 ••• " •••• 

Other cl vl1 ••••••••••••••• "" 

Between fill ng 
and disposition 

508.1 
267.0 
145.7 
32.7 

573.6 
144.5 
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308 577 
91 832 

o 1.252 

427 
o 683 
o 120 
o 24 
o 52 
o 28 
o 30 
o 31 
5 9 

Filed Disposed 

2,095 1,886 2,B9B 
662 651 475 

~O9 282 20B 
644 654 125 269 312 3439 

--ill. ~ -El 
4.400 4.1B9 4,2809 

2.931 2,970 l,326K 
~ -ill. --Ul 
3,115 2,970k l,326K 

7,515 7,159 5,6069 

Criminal dispositionsK 

Jury trial: 
Felony/ 

misdemeanor 

Guilty................... 119 
Guilty plea .............. 16 
Not guilty ......... ..... 41 
Dismissal at trial....... 5 
Nolle prosequi at trial.. 19 
Hung jury ................ 13 
Mistrial.... ............. 4 
Directed verdict of 

acquittal •••••••••••••• 
Non-jury tri al: 

Guilty................... 27 
Guilty plea .............. 0 
Not gui lty ............... 9 
Dismissed at trial ....... 1 

Plea ....................... I,BI0 
Total trial conviction ••••• 162 
Total acquittal ............ 50 
Dismissal .................. 29 
Nolle prosequi ••••••••••••• 810 
Appeal dismissed. record 

remanded ••••••••••••••••• 48 
Remand ••••••••••••••••••••• 4 
Diversion •••••••••••••••••• 9 
Consolidation •••••••••••••• 5 

Time interval data (average days) 

Criminal: 
Arrest to dlsposltionn ••• 78.5 
Indictment to 52.5 

dispositionn ••••••••••• 
Length of trial •••••••••• 2.04 

64.0 
37.5 

N/A 

(continued on next page) 
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Delaware Superior Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in.the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of dpfendants on the information, indictment, transfer, appeal, or 

rei nstatement. A defendant with a consecuti vely numbered seri es of informati on, appeals, or transfers fil ed on the same clay 
is counted as one defendant. 

A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Fi gures are as gi ven in the annua 1 report. 

9Change in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
. Fi gures are as gi yen in the annua 1 report. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

lnvo luntary commitment proceedi ngs are held on ly in New Cast 1 e County. 
Criminal cases include appeals that are tried de novo except for filings, which can be separated into new filings and 

appeals. 
kAdditional information: 

The number of pendin9 criminal defendants displayed includes those which are triable and not triable. 
In addition to the criminal case dispositions listed there were also 671 unindicted criminal cases disposed by nolle prosequi. 

These cases were not counted with the other criminal dispositions because these cases were never actually before the 
Superior Court. The cases had been bound over to Superior Court either because probable cause was found at the preliminary 
heari ng, or because the pre 1 i mi nary heari ng was \~ai ved, but either the Attorney General then ded ded not to seek i ndi ctment, 
or the grand jury ignored the i noi ctment. 

The trial information counts the number of trials held. More than one defendant's case may be disposed of by a single trial. 
There were 218 defendants whose ca5es were dlsposed of by jury trial, and 37 \~hose cases were disposed of by non-jury trial. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Civil trial and disposition figures only include data for law and real property rights cases. No other civil cases are tried 

in thi s court. 
nInformation on age of pending caseload or time interval data: 

Arrest to disposition times include all defendants. 
Indictment to disposition times include indicted defendants only. 
r~edian time values were calculated using the grouped medians method. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 19BO Annual Reoort of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 
1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals hav~ been computed where necessary. 

DELAWARE COURT OF CHANCERyk 
Court of general jurisdiction 

3 counties, 3 chancellors 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 19BO 

Civil d: 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Estates •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Guardi anshi p/conservator'sh i pIt rllsteeshi p: 
Guardi ans for mi nors ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardi ans for i nfi rm ••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• 
Trusts ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trustees for mentally ill ................................. . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other estate: 

Other matters •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other ci vi 1 : 
Ci vil casesj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ...................................... , .............. . 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,', ••••••••••••••• 

Begl nm n9 
pending 

2,527f 

1,049 
772 

1,9% 
171 

3,978 

n4 
6,829f 

~ 

7,524f 

7,524f 

Boldface headfngs indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Filed Disposed 

1,i57 1,852 

179 185 
142 98 
163 136 

4 1 
488 420 

81 63 
2,326 2,335 

440 384 

2,766 2,719 

2,766 2,719 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 coui't year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
. This is due to adjustments made by the administrative office of the court. 

End 
pending 

2,432 

1,043 
816 

2,013 
174 

4,046 

342 
6,820 

----ill. 
7,571 

7,571 

JExplanation of data included in the cate90ry: 
Civil cases include corporate cases, equity, real property disputes (boundaries and title), commercial matters, contractual 

matters, Delaware's "Sunshine Law," etc. Corporate matters take up I110St of the time. 
KAdditional information: 

Thi s profile does not i ncl ude referral s to the Publ i c Guardi an. The Pub 1 i c Guardi an refers cases to the Court of Chancery f f 
he thinks a guardianship may be necessary. In the fiscal year 1979-80 there were B8 beginning pending, 204 filed, 247 
disposed, and 45 end pending cases for the Public Guardian. The 204 filed cases were 11 guardianships and 193 
i nvesti gdti ons. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1980 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 
1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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DELAWARE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Court gf limited jurisdiction 

17 courts, 51 justlc~s of the peace 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminald: 

Misdemeanor: 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••• '" Other cri mi na 1 : . • •.•.•.•.••••.••.••••.••••. 
Fish/game Other •••••••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ........ I!" ! ! ! ~ ! .... , .............. '" .................................................................. .. 

......................................................... 
Total criminal ..... ' .............................................. . 

Traffic: 

Tota I traffi c ................................................... 

Grand total 
.... '1 .................................................... . 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

14,766 

X 

X 
X 

__ X 

X 

X 

15,989 f 

Criminal and traffic dispositions 

Filed 

19,028 

20,566 

2,446 
3,695 
~ 

26,707 

103,834 

149,569 

By mail-in fine ................ . 
By court appearance ••••••••••••• 
By counsel appearance ••••••••••• 

75,114 
53,543 
1,276 

Boldfac~ headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project 

Disposed 

19,382 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

149,315 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total bu't 

dCase defi nit i 011 or unit of count: 
were not available by category. 

~ civil ~ase is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint 
f rhe.crimlna~ case unit of count is the number of charges, • 
Beginnlng pendlng figure for the 1980 t d . 

The difference is due to adjUstment~O~~dey~~rth~e!d~~~i~i~:~itveheoefnf~ pendfln
th
g figure for the 1979 court.y~ar: 

lce 0 e courts to the pending crlmlnal 
Source: 

DELAWARE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

3 courts, 5 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Civil d: 
Other cf vil : 

ComplaintsJ .............. ••• .. Mi scell aneolJsj ••. , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

•••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 01." ........... . 

Tota 1 ci vil ...................................................... 
Criminaf d: 

Hisdemeanor: 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••• " ............................ . 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Grand total 
, ....... , .............. , ............................. . 

Criminal .......... 

Trial d 

Jur.l.a 
54 

Beglnning 
pending 

X 
X 

2,087 

2,087 

1,147 

1,147 

3,234 

Non-jury 
9,095 

Filed Disposed 

3,816 X 
253 X 

4,069 4,004 

4,069 4,004 

~ ~ 
9,529 9,149 

13,598 13,153 

End 
pending 

14,412 

X 

X 
X 

__ X 

X 

X 

16,243 

caseload figures. 

Delaware: 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

2,152 

2,152 

1,527 

1,527 

3,679 

(continued on nqxt page) 
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Delaware Court of Common Pleas (continued) 
Boldface headinQs indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be inclUded in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Jury trials are not handled in the New Castle County Court of Common Pleas; jury trials for criminal cases are held in Kent 

and Sussex Counties. If a jury demand is made in New Castle County, the case is transferred to the Superior Court. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted if the case is not disposed of by a jury trial. Disposition by guilty plea, nolle prosequi, 

dismissal, etc., are all counted as non-jury trials. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

"Complaints" includes complaints for damages (including those involving automobiles), replevins, foreign attachments, and 
domestic attachments. 

"Miscellaneous" includes civil judgments and petitions for name change. 
Source: Oi rector, Admi ni strat i ve Offi ce of the Courts, 1980 Annual Report of the Del aware Judi ci ary (Wilmi ngton, Oe laware: 

1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

OELAWARE FAMILY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

3 courts, 12 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Chi ld: 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Di vorce and annulments ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Support/custody: 
New support •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Arrearages and modifications ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Custody/visitation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Other domestic relations: 

Visitation ................................................ . 
Imperi 1 i ng ................................................ . 
Anci 11 ary matters ......................................... . 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Other ci vi] .................................................. .. 

Total ci vi 1 

Criminal d: 
Other criminal: 

Adult criminal 

Total criminal 

Traffi c: 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffi c--juveni Ie ........................................... . 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Felony ...................................................... . 
Mi sdemeanor ................................................ .. 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Status offense ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile 

Grand tota 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beg1nn1ng 
pending 

825 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

825i 
__ X 

2,993 

~f 

281f 

__ x 

X 

x 
X 
X 

__ X 

X 

4,839f 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Filed Disposedk 

3,695 3,388 

3,388 X 
3,449 X 
2,495 X 
9,332 X 

537 X 
490 X 

1,327 X 
2,354 X 

15,381 3,388i 
935 X 

16,316 15,125 

2,354 2,405 

2,354 2,405 

--lli __ X 

754 X 

2,128 X 
6,073 X 
8,201 X 
__ 0 __ X 

8,201 X 

27,625 26,082 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but Were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

End 
pendingk 

1,132 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X • 

1,13291 
__ X 

4,184 

.-ill 
230 

__ X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

6,382 

The criminal, traffic, and juvenile unit of count is the number of single incidents. Multiple complaints arising from a 
single incident are counted as a single petition. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figUre for the 1979 court year: 
Figures were adjusted from the 1979 annual report and are as given in the 1980 annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
. The total domestic relations end pending figure only includes marriage dissolution cases. 
lData are not complete: 

Pending and disposed figures for total domestic relations include marriage dissolution cases only. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 19BO Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 
1990). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MUNICIPAL COURT OF WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 3 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Crilli na ld: 
Other crillinal: 

Criminalj ................................................... . 

Total criminal ." ............................................... . 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation 

Total traffi c 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginm ng 
pending 

538 

538 

833 

833 

1,371 

Boldface head1ngs 1nd1cate the class1flcatlons used by the cslA proJect. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
. The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filed 

8,559 

8,559 

14,785 

14,785 

23,344 

Criminal cases include misdemeanor, ordinance violation, and prelinrinary hearing cases. 

Disposed End 
pending 

8,422 675 

8,422 675 

14,493 1,125 

14,493 1,125 

22,915 1,800 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1980 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 
1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Child: 
Small claims: 

DELAWARE ALDERMAN'S COURT 
Court of lilliited jurisdiction 

13 courts, 12c aldermen and 1 mayorC 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

Other ....................................................... . -12.f 

Total civil 75 f 

Criminal d: 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal ................................................... .. -Elfi 

Total criminal 221fi 

Trafficd: 

Total traffic 702fi 

Grand tota 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l,027fi 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

CJudge information: 

Filed Disposed End 
pending 

361 ~ ~ 

361 356 80 

l,360i 1,598 4249i 

l,360i 1,598 4249i 

lO,084i 14,933 7519i 

13,440i 16,887 1,2819i 

In addition to the aldermen and mayor serving this court, there are also 1 deputy, 2 assistants, and 1 alternate alderman. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civi) case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal and traffic case unit of count is the number of charges. 

fBe9inning pending figure for the 1980 court year tioes not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Data reported for 1980 were more complete than those reported for 1979, affecting the size of the pending caseload reported. 

9Change in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
This Is due to the various sources of missing data listed below. 

iData are not complete: 
No filed or pending data for criMinal and traffic cases were available for the courts located in Newport, Bridgeville, or 

Ocean View. All civil figures and all disposition figures are complete. 
Filed and beginning pending data for the court in Rehoboth Beach could not be identifed by case type. These cases are 

included in the grand total cases figures, but are not included in the criminal or traffic figures. 
One hundred-forty-four of the cases filed and twenty-six of the cases pending at the end of the year in Bethany could not be 

identified by case type. They are included in the grand total cases figures, but not in the criminal and traffic figures. 

Sour!:c: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1980 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 
1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

COURT OF APPEALS 
"judges 
jurisdiction: 
_ Appe~l$ from the Superior. C~\Urt ~nd 

certain District of ClllumblJ .1gencleS. 

~ 

SUPERIOR COURT 
44 judges 
jurisdiction: 
_ Unlimited dvil jurisdicti~iI1. 

Family: domestic relations, mental 
he.llth, intr.lfamily and negle(!, 
prohate. , 

_ Felony, misdemeanor, tr.,fflc, 
ordin,'lflCe Villl,ltions. 

- Family: juvenile. 

jury Iri.lls. 

t Indicates route llf .'ppe,,!. 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COURT OF APPEALS 
Court of last resort 

9 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civi 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Agency ••• j ............................•.................... 
Tota 1 appea Is •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Originial jurisdiction: 
Special proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Disciplinary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Pet it ions for revi ew ...................................... . 

Tota 1 other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota I cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Procedura I moti ons ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Substantive motions ......................................... . 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Total other proceedings ........................................ . 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
----x 

X 
N/A 

X 

~ 

l,081fil 

a 
o 
a 

o 

Filed 

434 
719 

134. r,m-J 

82 
57 

139 

(j) 
-rn 

1,426 

7,809 
1,343 
9,152 

9,152 

Disposed 

X 
X 

X. 
1,194l 

X 
57. 
57' 

(j) 
---x-

1,251 

7,809 
1,343 
9,152 

9,152 

Manner of disposition Time interval data (average days) 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

__ X 

X 
N/A 

X 

~ 

l,256il 

o 
o 

__ 0 

o 

Opinion..... ..... ........... 240 Not; ce of appeal to fi ling, of record ........................ 1371 
Filing of record until briefing is completed •••••••••••••••• 1511 
Completed briefing to argument or sUbmission •••••••••••••••• 1011 
Argument or submission to decision •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1051 
Notice of appeal to decision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 474 

Judgment •••••••••••••••••••• 431 
By order •••••••••••••••••••• 523 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
. Figure is as given by the administrative office of the court. 
'Data are not complete: 

The total original proceedings disposed figure does not incluQe special proceedings cases. 
Pending figures reported for the total caseload do not include disciplinary cases. 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 
Total appeals include appeals and petitions for review. 

ISpecial source or revision in the data: 
Total cases pending figures and time interval figures footnoted were provided by the administrative office of the court during 

data verification. 

Source: Joint Committee on Judicial Administration in the Oistrict of Columbia and E~ecutive Officer, 1980 Annual Report 
(Washington, D.C.). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computellWl1ere necessary, and 
additional information was supplied by the court during data Verification. 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA SUPERIOR COURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 court, 44 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Civild: 
Law: 

Civil jury ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ci vil non-jury ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claims .................................................. . 
Rea 1 property ri ghts: 

Landlord and tenant ........... H ............................. . 

Domestic relations: 
M~rriage dissolution: 

Divorce ................................................... . 
Support/custody: 

Support .................................................. .. 
Reciprocal support ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Adoption ................................................... .. 
Other domestic relations: 

Paternity ., ............................................... . 
IntrafamilyJ .............................................. . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Decedents' estates: 
Genera 1 bond ............................................ . 
Special bond ............................................ . 
General bond converted to small bond ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Sma 11 estates •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................................... .. 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Conservatorships ............. , ............................ . 
Guardi anshi ps ............................................ .. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mental health: 
Judicial petitions .......................................... . 

Appeal: 
Appeal of a~inistrative agency case: 

Civil tax ................................................. . 
Criminal tax .............................................. . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Extraordinary writ: 

Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vil : 

Auditor-master divisionj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Crirninaldj: 
Felony ........................................................ . 
Misdemeanor ..................................... ., ............ . 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony pre-indictments ..................................... .. 
Ordinance violation: 

District of Columbia cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extraordinary \~rit: . 

Speci a 1 procE!edi ngsJ .............. , .......................... . 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Trafficj: 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

3,S50 
1,592 
5,442 
1,792 

7,418 

4,426 

659 
1,765 
2,424 

244 

831 
1,152 
1,983 
9,077 

1,637 
o 
o 
o 

1,637 

1,155 
827 

1,982 
3,619 

llSh 

291 
25 f 

310 f 

6 

--lli 
28,270f 

1,094 
4,467 

194 

271 

~ 

6,068 

Other traffic violation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1.382 

Total traffic .................................................. .. 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Delinquency ................................................ .. 
Status offense: 

Person in need of supervision and interstate compact ••••••••• 
Hon-offense: 

Neglect ..................................................... . 
Unspeci fi ed rei nstated ....................................... .. 

Total juvenile ................................................. . 

1,382 

980fl 

413fl 

134 

l,527 f 

Filed 

3,784 
2,337 
6,121 

19,617 

105,845 

4,077 

477 
1,522 
1,999 

306 

1,491 
724 

2,215 
8,597 

1,843 
475 
40 

513 
2,871 

209 
108 
317 

3,188 

910 

204 
6 

210 

15 

-hill. 
146,lR2 

3,818 
17,184 

7,046 

3,637 

~ 

33,533 

..lld!i 
11,316 

4,318 

413 

590 
---.§. 

5,329 

Disposed End 
pending 

3,437 4,197 
2,341 1,588 
5,778 5,785 

19,004 2,405 

107,930 5,333 

4,682 3,821 

336 800 
918 2,369 

1,254 3,169 
295 255 

903 1,419 
1,790 86 
2,693 1,505 
8,924 8,750 

980 2,500 
475 0 
40 0 

447 66 
1,942 2,566 

110 1,254 
104 831 
214 2,085 

2,156 4,651 

906 122 

62 433 
26 5 
88 438 

16 5 

-.h~ -.ill. 
146,291 28,161 

3,395 1,517 
19,252 2,399 

7,104 136 

3,647 261 

--.hill. __ 3_9 

35,249 4,352 

11.529 1,169 

11,529 1,169 

4,0681 1,2381 

7221 1041 

544 180 

5,334 1,522 

Grand total ..................................................... . ----------------------------37,247 f 196,360 198,403 35,204 
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Civil: 
Law ..................... .. 
Small claims ............. . 
Mental health ••••••••••••• 
Appeal ................... . 

Total ..................... . 
Criminal: 

Felony ................... . 
Misdemeanor .............. . 
Ordinance violation ••••••• 

Total .................... .. 
Traffic: 

Other traffic vl01ationm •• 
Grand total ................ .. 

Trial d 

Jury 

173 

9 
1 

183 

50S 
857 

4 
1,369 

50 
1,592 

Non-jury 

148 
N/A 

6 
8 

162i 

41 
302 
115 
458 

123 
743 i 

Traffic dispositionsm 

Other traffic Violation: 
Guilty plea ............. .. 
Dismissed by court •••••••• 
Nolle prosequi •••••••••••• 
No paper ................ .. 
Absconded ••••••••••••••••• 
Security forfeit •••••••••• 
Mental observation •••••••• 
Pretrial diversion ........ 
Traffic school •••••••••••• 
Otherm ••••••••••••••••••••• 

3,408 
427 

2,500 
1,039 
2,010 
1,151 

17 
762 
38 
4 

~ 
321 
N/A 
15 

9. 
3451 

549 
1,159 

119 
1,827 

173 
2,345 i 

Civil (law) dispOSitions 

Settled or dismissed before trial •••••••••• 
Removed from calendar ••• ~ •••••••••••••••••• 
Settled at pre-trial or 

trial conference ....................... .. 
Summary judgment granted ••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed for want of prosecution •••••••••• 
Consent or confessed judgment ••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed by motion ...................... .. 
Exparte ................................... . 
Judgment on pleadings •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motion for judgment granted •••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile dispOSitions 

Criminal-type offense and status Offense: 
Not petitioned ............................ . 
Closed ................................... .. 
Committed to SSA .......................... . 
Consent decree •••• " •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed " ............................... . 
Disposed on another case ••••••••••••••••••• 
Transferred to adult court ••••••••••••••••• 
Probation ................................ .. 
Suspended commitment •••••••••••• , •••••••••• 

Criminal dispositions 
Other .................................... .. 

Jury trial: Ordinance Preliminary Extraordinary 
Felonv Misdemeanor violation hearing writ 

Guilty .............................. . 
Not guilty ......................... .. 
Mistrial ............................ . 
Motions for judgment of acquittal .. .. 

Total ................................ . 
Non-jury trial: 

Gullty .............................. . 
Not guilty ......................... " 
Motions for judgment of acquittal .. .. 

Total ............................... .. 
Dismissed by court/dismissed for want of 

prosecution •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Incompetent to stand trial ••••••••••••• 
No paper ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nolle prosequi ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guilty plea .......................... .. 
Absconded •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mental observation ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Security forfeit ..................... .. 
Held for Grand Jury •••••••••••••••••••• 
Waived to Grand Jury .................. . 
No probable cause •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pretrial diversion •••••••••••••••••••••• 

3401 
1151 
44 1 
91 

508 

101 
31 1 
01 

41 

366 
37 
o 

22 
5 

1,970 
446 

o 

4431 
2981 
671 
491 

857 

230 1 
541 
lSI 

302 

1,417 
1 

2,172 
5,386 

43 
5,242 
1,537 

285 

2,010 

x 
X 
X 
X 
4 

115 

149 

1,131 
646 

2 
443 
398 
38 

721 

Time interval datal (average months) 

398 

1,413 
747 
463 

177 
62 

2,965 
80S 

71 

Time trial could be had after case was placed on calendar: 
Civil jury ................................ 12.0 
Civil non-jury ............................ 10.0 

~ 
783 1 
4131 
1111 
581 

1,369 

2401 
851 
181 

458 

2,330 
38 

4,716 
6,801 

513 
7,655 
2,558 

385 
721 

2,965 
808 

71 
2,010 

3,001 
351 

1,165 
201 
48 
37 
77 
1 

147 
46 
57 

1,486 
757 
404 
317 
459 
460 

o 
863 

36 
8 

(continued on next page) 
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District of COlumbia SUperior Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM prOject. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. -- = Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Superior Court data are displayed according to case types, not court diviSions as they eXist in the Superior Court. Civil 
Division handles civil jury, civil non-jury, small claims, and landlord and tenant cases. Family Division handles divorce, 
adoption, paternity, SUpport, reciprocal support, intrafamily, judicial petitions, habeas corpus, delinquency, neglect, and 
person in need of supervision cases. Probate Division handles decedent's estates and minor's estates cases. Tax Division 
handles civil tax and criminal tax cases. Criminal Division handles all criminal and traffic cases. dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted when it is placed on the calendar (has reached issue). 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. A jury trial is Counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is cOunted if tried to deCiSion. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: Figures are as given in the annual report. 
hFigure was computed: 

. Mental health begining pending figure was computed from filed, disposed and end pending data. lData are not complete: 

. Total civil and grand total trial data do not include non-jury trials conducted for S-all claims cases. JExplanation of data included in the category; 

The bUSiness of the auditor-mast~r division includes fiduciary accounts, orders of reference, and inVentories. 
Special proceedings inclUde fugitive from justice complaints, writs of habeas corpus, extradition of out of state Witnesses, adversary hearings, and show cause of contempt proceedings. 

I Criminal and traffic cases filed inclUde new filings and reinstated cases. SpeCial source or reviSion in the data; 

Juvenile disposed a.nd pending and crillinal type of dispOSition data so marked were provided by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 
mlnformation on dispo~itions type or trial data; 

Other traffic dispositions are defendants whose cases are in the traffic summons stage in accordance with procedUres outlined in the Traffic Violation Notice System. 

Source: Joint Committee on JudiCial Administration in the District of Columbia and Executive Officer, 1980 Annual Report (~ashington, D.C.). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed Where necessary, and 
additional data were supplied by the adminstrative office of the court during data verification. 
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FLORIDA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: r----___ .... _~ . Civil.lnd crimill.ll "pp".lls .Ind IVrit, 

of ccrtiorMi f film/ower t"I'urt", 
.'gent;'ies l Mld c:ommissiuns. 

. "of )titution,lI qUl'St!lln, 
Oe.lIh penalty. 

Bllnd ".llid.lIl11n. 

• Oircci .1ppeals Ull cunstilulillllal '1 ucs• 
lions, de.lIh pen.llly, bond v.llid.lIion, 
.Ind cases of greM public interest. 

DISTRICT COURTS 
OF APPEAL (5) 
JQ judg" • 
IUrisdi'tilln: 
• Ci\'il.lnd l'rimil",/.lppe.ll" .1nd IVrits 

uf n'rliorMI fnltll Cirt'uit Courls, 
f.. "geodes, "nu rUOlnlissi(lIlS. 

CIRCUIT COURT(20) 
302 judges 
JUrisdiction: 
• A, tollns.1t 1.111' over $2,500. OllllWslir 

n·l.llillIlS, prub.lIe, gu.lrdi.1I1ship. 
nlent.11 h, •• llth"'quit}'. 

I ...... ------~ . ExduSiv,' felun). Ilirisdklillll •• lnd ~ jurisdiction over mi;denll'.ttH>rs 
.lrisin~ uut of tlw $Mllt.1 l'irc. ulllst,lnr(l:; 
.1S.1 f"lony 

• Juvenil.,. 
Appe.ll, de no I'll or ,>n n'wrd, 

lury Iri.115. 

J 

COUNTY COURT (67) 
IQS judges 
Jurisdiclion: 
• A<tilln • .1t 1.11\' und,·!" $2.$00. "lhlll ...... -------t d.lims. 

~ • Misdehll·.llHlrs. !lrdilhln,(· viol.Hillns. 
(dol\)' prelimiI1Mie" . 

• TI .. lf(iL 

Jury II·i.lls 
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FLORIOA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January I, 1980 to Oecember 31, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandatory review: 

Death pena I ty ............................................. . 
Statutory or constitutional invalidity ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Publ ic Service Commission ................................ .. 
Other ..................................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total appe'!ls ....... '" ..................................... . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus ............................................. . 
Board of Exami ners ............................... , ........ . 
Mandamus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition .............................................. .. 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Disciplinary matter: 

Florida Bar .............................................. .. 
Advisory opinion: 

Certified questions from U.S. Supreme Court 
or U.S. Court of Appeals ............................... .. 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Requests to appeal: 

Petitions for writ of cEl'tiorari ........................... .. 
Discretionary review: 

Direct conflict of decisions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Constitutional construction •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Certified great public importance •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Class of Constitutional Officers ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Statutory validity ....................................... .. 
Certified direct conflict •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Certified judgments of trial courts •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Begl nm ng 
pendino 

x 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

x 

X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Filed 

11Si 

30i 
5i 

13 i 
3i 

51 i 
-rooi 

123; 
43; 
47 i 

17 i 
lSi 

245 i 

270i 

311 
518 i 

378i 

387 i 
10 i 
20i 
8il 
311 
6il 
2~1 

Disposed 

243 i j 

(j 1. 
21 

32i 
1 i 

35i 
--vBij 

121 ~ 
431 
47i 

20i 
14i 

245i 

192i 

3il 
440i 

1.228i 

197i 
5i 
2i 
7il 
lil 
Oil 
2~ I 

2141 

Tota 1 other cases .................. " ..... ", .................. .. ----x-
4361 
814 i 

-r,-mi 
1,442~ 
~ 

Total cases ...................................................... 1,4031 2,374j 

Manner of disposition l Status of pending cases 1 (12/31/801 
Opinion: 

Written opinion •••••••••••••• 
Per curiam ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................ . 
DispOSition by order ••••••••••• 

208 
184 
392 

1,982 

Number of cases: 
Not perfected ••••••••••• 
Ready for argument •••••• 
Under consideration ••••• 

Total .................. .. 

297 
33 

412 
742 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X = The data for this case type are kno~m to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

gChange in pending figures does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
. Tnere was a +1 correction made to the case load data by the clerk of the court during the year. 
10ata are not complete: 

Filed and disposed figures for all categories but total cases do not include some cases that were unclassified. 
216 unclassified filings and 214 dispositions. 

jExplanation of data included in the cat~gory: 
DispOSitions of statutory or constitutional invalidity cases are included with the appeals disposition figures 

this constitutional amendment that became; effective April 1. 1980. 
The total cases 'filing and disposition figures include transfer/dismissal cases that could not be identifed by 

There were 216 of these cases filed and 214 disposed. 
ISpecial source or revision in the data: 

Fi gures footnoted werp. provided by the cl erk of the court duri ng data verifi cati on. 

End 
pending 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

--X 

74291 

There were 

as a result of 

case type. 

Source: Office of State Courts Administrator. Florida Judicial System Statistical and Program Report 1980 and 1981 (Tallahassee, 
Florida). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. and additional 
information was supplied by the clerk Qf the court during data verification. 
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FLORIDA DISTRICT COURTS OF APPEAL 
Intermediate appellate court 

5 districts, 39 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 198V 

BegInnIng 
Cases: pending 

X 
--X 

Atg~: ~ \p'p' ~~ i ~ ................................................. . ................................................. 
Other cases: 

Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction: 

Other original writs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Advisory opinion: 

OtherJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
R!~~:!t~ . t~ . ~~p~~ i ; .......................................... . 

T t Cel rttihorari ............................................... .. 
o a 0 er cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

X 
X 

X 
--X 

Tota 1 cases ..................................................... 8,242fl 

Filed Oisposed 

10.396 10.497 
TO:3% 10,497 

921 776 

39 33 
960 809 

.t45 474 
T,4'1\5" 1,283 

11,801 11.780 

Bold!ace,headings ind~cate the claSSifications used by the CSIM prOject. 
N/: - ThIS case typ~ IS handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X The data for thIS case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
fB " i 
eg~~nlny pend ng f~gure for the 1~80 court year does not equal the figure given for the 1979 court ea • 

Igures are as gIven by the OffIce of the State Courts Administrator. y r. 
gChan~e In pending d?es not equal the difference between filings and dispositions' 
j Flgur~s are ~s gIven in the annual report and by the Office of the State Courts Administrator. ExplanatIon of data included in the category' 
1 "~ther" category inc I udes rei nstated appea 1 sand cert ifi ed questi ons. 
Spec1al.source or revision in the data: 

PendIng figures were supplied by the Office of the State Court Administrator during verification. 
Source: 
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End 
pending 

X 
--X 

X 

.- X 
X 

X 
--X 

8.31491 

~. 
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FLORIDA CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

20 circuits, 302 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Child: 
Tort: 

Professional tort: 
Medical malpractice ...................................... . 

Other tort: 
Negl i gence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '" 
Contract: 

Contracts and indebtedness ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights: 

Condemnation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property/mortgage foreclosure ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Dissolution and annulment ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Probate ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardi anshi p •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trusts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... . 
Total ...................................................... .. 

Menta 1 hea 1 th ................................................ . 
Other ci vil .................................................. . 
Appeal ...................................................... .. 

Total civil ................................................... .. 

Criminal: 
Felony: 

Capital punishment crimes ................................... . 
Cri mes agai nst persons ...................................... . 
Crimes agai nst property ..................................... . 
Drugs ...................................................... .. 
other felonies ............................................. .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Appeal ....................................................... . 

Tiltal crimi nal 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

De if nquency ...................................... "" •••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Dependency .................................................. . 

Total juverlile ................................................. . 

Grand tota 1 ................................ , ................... .. 

Civil m: 
Professional tort' ............ .. 
Other tort ................... .. 
Contract ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Condemnation ••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property/mortgage 

foreclosure ................. . 
Marriage dissolution ••••••••••• 
Other ci Villi .................. . 

Total civil ........... ,;, ....... . 
Criminalm (felony) .............. . 
Total .......................... .. 

Jury 

45 
1,368 

443 
84 

41 
45 

320 
2,346 
2,859 
5,205 

Non-jury 

84 
8,256 

18,849 
627 

7,685 
66,579 
41,151 

143,241 
1,177 

144,418 

Total 

129 
9,624 

19,292 
711 

7,726 
66,624 
41,481 

145,587 
4,036 

149,623 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Il/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
Il/A 
Il/A 

-1i!.A 
Il/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Filed Disposed 

342 309 

20,785 19.511 
21,127 19.820 

34,308 29.119 

884 780 
14.760 13,583 
15.644 14,363 

80,748 76,508 

41,336 38,412 

5,097 3.217 
184 285 

5,281 3.502 
46,617 41,914 
14,440 13.907 
61.333 55,640 

-2L ~ 
275,194 252.831 

873 461 
27,657 23.703 
48,702 38.160 
19,578 15,984 
28,602 23,142 

125.412 101,450 
563 -.ill. 

125,975 102,215 

106,839 95,594 

14.868 12.975 

121,707 108,569 

522,876 463,615 

Civilm disposition 

Professional tort •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other' tort ............................ . 
Contract ............................. .. 
Condemnation .......................... . 
Real property/mortgage foreclosure .... . 
Marriage dissolution ••••••••••••••••••• 
other ci villi! .......................... . 

Total .................................. . 

Criminal (felony) dispositionsm 

Jury trial: 
Conviction •••••••••••••• 
Acquitted or dismissed •• 
Convicted after plea •••• 
Adjudication withheld ••• 

Non-jury trial: 
Conviction •••••••••••••• 
Acquitted or dismissed •• 
Convicted after plea •••• 
Adjudication withheld •• , 

1,598 
971 
145 
145 

453 
356 
118 
250 
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Before trial: 
Convicted after plea 
Adjudication withheld " 
Dismissed •••••••••••••• 
Transferred to 

another court •••••••• 
Other ................. . 

22,296 
18,215 
41,511 

9,967 
!i,42S 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
IlIA 

-1i!.A 
M/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

-1i!.A 
N/A 

N/A 

Di sposed before 
hearing 

180 
9.887 
9.827 

69 
5,857 
9,884 

15,159 
50,863 

~ 11 ;1 
I 
1 
1 
j 

1 
J 
I 

I 
I 

!\ 
: 
I 

I 
! 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint arising from a single 

criminal episode. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. All civil 

cases not disposed by jury trial or dismissed before trial are considered disposed by judge (non-jury trial). 
mInformation on for disposition type or trial data: 

Civil trial data do not include estate or appeal cases. 
Criminal trial and disposition data totals do not include appeals. 

Source: Office of State Courts Administrator, Florida JUdicial System Statistical and Program Report. 1980 and 1981 (Tallahassee, 
Florida). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

FLORIDA COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

67 counties, 198 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Chlld: 
Law: . 

Summary procedllre~ ....................................... .. 
Other civil casesJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Cri.inal d: 
Hi sdemeanor ................................................. . 
Ordinance violation: 

Muni ci pa 1 ordi nance •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County ordinance ......................................... .. 

Total ....................................................... . 

Total criminal ............................................... .. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Civil infractions .......................................... . 
Cri mi na 1 cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic ................................................ .. 

Grand total .................................................... . 

BeglOnlOg 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

159,232 
70,078 

229,310 

229,310 

184,342 

58,821 
17,093 
75 1 914 

260,256 

1,604,226 
341,287 

1!945,513 

1,94!j,513 

2,435,079 

Disposed 

141,950 
59,083 

--1.QL033 

201,033 

163.574 

52,236 
14,534 
66.770 

230,344 

1,504,144 
328,377 

1,832.521 

1,832,521 

2,263,898 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Trfal d Civil dispositions 

Jury 
Civil : 

Summary procedure~ ••••• 63 
Other ci vi 1 casesJ .... 50 

Total ................... 113 
Criminal: 
Misde~anor •••••••••• 1,493 
Ordinance violation ., 64 

Total . ................ 1,557 
Traffic· ............... 922 

Total ................... 2,592 

Traffic dispositions 

CiVil infractions: 

Non-jur,t 

85,201 
31,544 

116,745 

5,096 
1,952 
7,048 

25,040 
148,833 

After hearing •••••••••••••••••• 220,208 
Other than hearing •••••••••••• 1,283,936 

Criminal cases: 
Bond estreature •••••••••••••••• 13,076 
Plea ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 179,575 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 109,764 

~ 
85,264 
31,594 

116,858 

6,589 
2,016 
8,605 

25,962 
151,425 

Summary procedure~ 
Other civil casesJ 

Di smi ssed 
before hearing 

56,686 
27,489 

Criminal dispositions 

Misdemeanor Ordinance violation 
Jury trial: 

Conviction .............. 426 17 
AcqUittal or dismissed •• 846 37 
Convicted after plea •••• 14? 6 
Adjudication withheld ••• 79 4 

Non-jury trial: 
Conviction •••••••••••••• 1,598 620 
Acquittal or dismissed •• 1.966 658 
Convicted after plea •••• 517 326 
Adjudication withheld ••• 1,015 348 

Before tri a 1: 
Convicted after plea •••• 62,758 36,314 
Adjudication withheld ••• 27,610 8,306 
Dismissed ............... 44,937 11,724 
Transferred to 

another court ••••••••• 1,289 1.147 
Other ••••••••••••••••••• 20,391 7,263 

(continued on 
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lotal 

443 
883 
148 

83 

2,218 
2,624 

843 
1,363 

99,072 
35.916 
56,66] 

2,436 
27,654 

next page) 
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Florida County Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition of unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint, from a single criminal episode. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. All civil 

. cases not disposed by jury trial or dismissed before trial are considered disposed by judge (non-jury trial). 
JExplanation of data included in the category. 

Summary procedure cases are those involving up to $1,500 in damages. 
Other civil cases are those involving $1,500 to $2,500, or nonmonetary civil cases. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Trials are held for criminal traffic cases only. Hearings are held for civil infractions; these hearings are not included with the trial data. 

Source: Office of State Courts Administrator, Florida Judicial System Statistical and Program Activity Report, 1980 and 1981 
(Ta 11 ahassee, Flori da). Stati stics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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CIVIL COURT 
(2) 
.:I Itld);I'> 
IUI'I><htlioll: 
·Unll,lI\' {BIbb 
('\lllntl' $;I,Ol10 hnlll, 
Rldll111l1l,I ('OUlltl' 
$IO,OOlllimitl . 

-h'loll)' 1'1'1'1101111 .... )'. 
WIHI\HU!\ 

j 
JUSTICE OF 

GEORGIA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appcll~te jurisdiction over C,lSCS of 

r--------l~~ constitution"l issue, title 10 I~nd, 

.
f .. I'"lidity of ,1Od wnslruction of wills, 

habc,ls corpus, extr,'ordin~r)' 
r~medi(,sf Cl'mvktiuns uf capit," 

C' I f r(~lllnics. equity. divorce, ,'lim~my. ,lpit,l <'Ionie,. C' f d 
Constitution"l issue. - erti ie queslions ,1Ild certiorari 
Tit It· 1111.lnd, will" (mm C"urt of Appe,lls. 

e'luit)', di\'I1rl'e. 

COUNTY 
COURT (3) 
Jjudg<.'s 
jurisdktiun: 
- Mi~dl'me,lnllrs. 

lur), tn"ls. 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
'ljudges 
jurisdiction: 
- Appell'lIe jurisdiction ol'er I"wer 
c~)lJrt. in C,lses in which the Suprenw 
Cnul'! h,lS no exciusil't, ,'ppell"te 
jurisdiction. 

~~-----------------SUPERIOR COURT (42) 
IOC/judges 
jurisdictilln: 
- Exclusive dil'orce. title tn I"nd, Mid 

equity jurisdiclhln. l.1I\'. 

- Exclusivl' felony jurisdiction. 
Misdl'me"nors, felony preii,"in.lril'S. 

- jU\'('llil,' (if 110 jUl'enile court), 

Jury tri"ls. 

JUVENILE 
COURT (159) 
-13 judges, 3D Superior 
,lilt! 5 Sl~h~ Courl 
judges ,lnu 1'l juvenile 
referCllS SCI'VC'ln 

Cllllnties with no 
jUl'enill' wurl. 
Jurisdiction: 
·f)"lwndl'nt. Ill'W 
iL'ltl'd,dt'llll'lUenl 
jU\'l·nill·~. 

MUNKIPAL 
COURT (2) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil 1,1\\' ~nd 

I"ndlllrd-lenant cases 
(amount v~ries). 

- Misdeme~nllrs and 
preliminary hearihgs. 

Jury tri.lls in civil (,lSeS, 

STATE COURT 
(61) 
78 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civill~w cases. 
- Misdeme.,nllr, fclllny 

preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

, j~ 
THE PEACE COURT 

SMALL CLAIMS 
COURT (97) MAGISTRATE'S COURT (4) 

'" 1 • .500 ludgt'"hip" 
luri"dilllOll: 

c/, judges 
jurisdiction: 

-(\1I1tr.l, Is. tort, or ronl'l'rsHIllunder 
$200. 

-bs\Il' \\',lrr,lnl •• lnd ,wt.IS ('<lUI't "f 
Inquiry. 

- Civil ,l<'lions uncl ... r $500 (I'Mil's lu 
$1.0(10). 

... ("ulllmiltin}t m.lgistr.Ht\ issu(\s 
frimin.,1 w~lI·rl'nts. 

Jury tri"b. 

PROBATE COURT (159) 
15C/ judge. 
Jurisdktlon: 
- E,;du.IVl'IUrisdiltilln in prub"le of 

IVlils, "dminiSlr"Ii(lf\ of est,1Il'" 
,lppl'inlmenl nr gu,mii,1ns. 

- Tr,l((i\ in SUI)1(' rLlllnti~s. 
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5 nh1/listr,lles 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civill,lIv "nd 1.1Ildlord-t,'Il.1nt under 

$1,000 in CI"rke C<lulll),. 
, Fellln}, pteliminMil'S, misdeml','llllr 

gUilty ple,'s. 

JUI,)' tri.lls in sume 10<',1Ii,'n5. 

RECORDERS COURT, 
MA YOR'S COURT 
CRIMINAL COURT, 
MUNICIPAL COURT, 
CITY COUNCIL COURT, 
POLICE COURT ( .,. 384) 
jurisdiction: 
-Ordilhlnce l'i"r.lIinn,. tr,lffic, felony 
prdiminllril'$. 

Nn jury tn.lls. 

Cnurlof 
I,'st 

resort 

Inh.'rmedi,lt£' 
,'p,1ell"te 

court 

Cllurt uf 
genN.,1 

jurisdictilln 

CIlllrts IIf 
limited 

jurisdiclion 
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GEORGIA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
September 1, 1979 to August 31, 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Total appeals ................................................. 

Other cases: 
Requests to appeal: 

Applications for certiorari •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Applications (habeas corpus) •••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Applications for interlocutory appeal •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Discretionary appeals ..................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Tota 1 other cases ••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

102 
56 

7 
1 

166 
1:00 

401 

Motions for rehearing ••• ••••• •••••• •••••. ••••••••• •••• ••••• N/A 
Other matters: 

Motions, for rec~nsid~ration in granting or 
denYlng certlorarl ...................................... N/A 

Total other proceedings ....................................... ~ 

Manner of disposition 

1980 

Filed 

-mJ (l94)e 

536 
144 

58 
136 
874 

--m4 

1.580 (194)e 

225 

115 
-m 

Written and unwritten opinions •••••••••••• 514m 
Transfer to Court of Appeals •••••••••••••• 51 
Other..................................... 255k 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the C5IM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

Disposed 

93ll" 

453 (l14)e 
130 ( 13)e 

28 ( 28je 
73 ( 39 e 

709 (210)e 
t>!!if (194)e 

1.614 (194)e 

226 

115 
34T 

£nd 
pending 

-rr 

71 
57 
9 

25 
175 

175 

186 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Requests to appeal granted are not counted as disposed until the resulting appeals are disposed; similarly the resulting 

appeals are not counted as new filing. These granted requests to appeal are the numbers appearing in parentheses in the profile. 
kAdditional information: 

Of the 255 other dispositions, 96 were cases affirmed without opinion. 
mInformation on disposition or trial data: 

The 614 written opinions disposed of 555 cases. 

Source: 
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GEORGIA COURT OF APPEALSb 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 divisions, 9 judges 
Janua~ 1, 1980 to December 31. 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Total appeals ................................................. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings 
Requests to appeal: ........................................ . 

Discretionary appeals 
Application in interlo~~t~;y·~~tt~;·········;······.· ••••••• 

Total ....................... . 
Tota 1 Otl;~;' ~~;~; ............................................. . 

.................... "' ....................... . 
Total cases ..................................................... 

o 

o 
o 
o 

-0 

o 

Manner of disposition 

1980 

Written opinion ••••••••••••••• ,. 1,626 
Withdrawn or transferred 

to the Supreme Court ••••• •.•••• 405 

Filed 

X 

139 
277 
416 ---x 

2,031 

Disposed 

x 

X 
X 
X ---x 

2,031 

n 
pendin 

o 
o 
o 
o 

-0 

o 

not available by category. 

Source: 

Statistics are taken 
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GEORGIA SUPERIOR COURTCi 
Court of general jurisdiction 

42 circuits, 109 judges 
July 1, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

End Filed Disposedi 
pendingl Beglnnln? 

______________________________________________________ ~p~en~d~i~n~g,----------------------__________ ~~~~ __ _ 

Civild: 
Domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vi 1 : 

Genera 1 ci vil •••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 
Independent mot ions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " 

44,222i 

44,174! 
20,629! 
64,8031 

59,408i 54,608i 42,8399; 

37 ,468~ 30,995! 42,5629i 
18,400~ 14 ,159~ 22,109g! 
55,8681 45,1541 64,67191 

TO'cal ci vil 109,025i 115,276i 99,762i 107,5109i 

Criminal d: 
Felony ....................................................... ~. 
Misdemeanor ................................................... . 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

15,652! 
8,3541 

24,006i 

3,235i 

31,987! 29,125! 17.1569! 
16,7541 15,7961 8,17091 

48,741; 44,921i 25,3269i 

17,506; 17,596i 3,1689i 

Grand total 136,266i 181,523i 162,279; 136,0049; 

Trial dl Civil dispositionsl 

Jury Non-jurl Total Before trfal Dismissal or 5-yr. admin. 
Civil : 

378! 28,126! 28,504~ 
judgment settlement termination 

Domestic relations ••••••••••• 
Other ci vi 1 ................. . 1,421 ~ 9,714~ l1,135~ 

Total ........................ . 1,7991 37,8401 39,6391 

Criminal (counts): 
Felony ...................... . 
Misdemeanor •••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................ . 

2,815! 898i 3,713i 
301 ~ 272i 573! 

3,1l6~ 1, l70! 4,286~ 
Traffic (counts) ••••••••••••••• 

Grand tota 1 .................... . 
1l9~ 901 209~ 

5,0341 39,100i 44,1341 

Criminal disPositions lm 

Felony Misdemeanor Total 

Pleas ..................... . 
Bond ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal/nol prosequi ••••• 
Dead docketm ••••••••••••••• 

26,362i 
Oi 

7,317i 
3,141i 

9,950i 
2,604! 
5,1601 
l,006i 

36,312! 
2,604~ 

12, 477~ 
4,1471 

Domestic relations 15,115! 
Other civil m ........... 16,2941 

10, 648~ 
17,0061 

Traffic dispositionslm 

Pleas .................... . 
Bond •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal/nolle prosequi •• 
Dead docketm •••••••••••••• 

5,493! 
12,1l3~ 
2,224~ 

2261 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data were unavailable. 

341' 
719i 

CJudge information: 
Superior Court judges handle juvenile cases in those counties without independent ,Juvenile Court judges. These cases are 

included on the Juvenile Court statistical profile. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count for caseload data is the number of dockets per the indictment or accusation. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. .. . . 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between fIlIngs and dispOSItIons: 
. Figures are as given by the administrative office of the court. 
10ata are not complete: 

These data do not include cases handled in the Superior Court of Cobb County. 
lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

All pending caseload data, trial, and type of disposition data were provided by the Administrative Offie of the Courts during 
data verification. 

mJnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
"Dead docket" refers to criminal or traffic cases which were placed on inactive status. 
Trial and disposition category figures do not equal total dispositions of criminal, and traffic cases as a result of the use 

of differing counting units. Figures for trials and types of dispositions are given by the number of counts involved. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Seventh Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia: February, J981). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was supplied by the 
Administrative Office of the Courts during data verification. 
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GEORGIA STATE COURT AND COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

61 courts, 78 judges; 3 courts, 3 judges 
July 1, 1979 to June 3D, 1980 

Civild: 
Genera 1 ci vi 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Independent motion ............................................ . 

Total ci vil 

Criminal d: 
Misdemeanor 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Grand tota 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 

BegInnIng 
pending 

N/A 
-.!Y.A 

N/A 

-.!ill. 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data were unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of docket entries. 
A jury tri a lis counted if tri ed to verdi ct. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Filed 

90,358 
63,633 

153,991 

90,6Q2. 

90,609 

190,504 

435,104 

"Dead docket" rrfers to criminal or traffic cases which were put on inactive status. 

Oisposed End 
pending 

84,568 N/A 
50,556 ~ 

135,124 N/A 

79,761 ~ 

79,761 N/A 

185,541 N/A 

400,426 N/A 

Trial and disposition category figures do not equal total dispositions for civil, criminal, and traffic cases as a result of 
the use of differing counting methods. Figures for criminal trials and type of disposition are given by the number of 
counts involved. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Seventh Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia: February, 1981). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

GEORGIA PROBATE COURTi 
Court of l1m·ted jurisdiction 

159 counties, 159 judges 
July 1, 1979 to June 3D, 1980 

Civil : 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Letters of administration ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
No admi ni strati on necessary ........................... .. 
Common probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
So I emn probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................. .. 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guard; anshi p •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
12 months support ..................................... .. 

Total •••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total "." ............ " ......• " .. " .... " .•. " .. , ... "" .......•. "." .. 

Mental Health: 
Involuntary/continued hospitalization ••••••••••••••••••• 

Extraordinary writ: 
Habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other civ'il: 
Marri age 11 censes ..................................... .. 
Pistol licenses ..................... , ................. .. 

Tota 1 ................................................................................................ ~ .. 

Total civil 

Criminal ad : 
Misdemeanor 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Tota 1 tra fff c 

BeglOn1 ng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Grand total ..... .................... .................... ...... N/A 
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Filed Disposed End 
pending 

1,9021 N/A N/A 
1,178~ N/A N/A 

6001 N/A N/A 
6,4021 N/A N/A 

10,0821 N/A N/A 

2,OSO! N/A N/A 
1,237! N/A N/A 
3,28n N/A N/A 

13,3691 N/A N/A 

2,807 i N/A N/A 

l,230i N/A N/A 

44,518! N/A N/A 
30,130! N/A N/A 
74.6481 N/A ~ 

92,054 i N/A N/A 

__ X ~ ~ 

X N/A N/A 

X N/A N/A 

240,314i N/A N/A 

(continued on next page) 
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Georgia Probate Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Only those 92 Probate Courts located in counties with no State Court have criminal jurisdiction. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of the petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of docket entries. 

iData are incomplete: 
Seventy-eight of one-hundred-fifty-nine counties reported civil cases. All criminal data ar~ complete. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Seventh Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia: February, J981). Statistics are taken 
from the annual report except that totals were computeo where necessary. 

GEORGIA JUVENILE COURTCi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

159 courts. 43c judges 
July 1. 1979 to June 3D. 1980 

Trafficd: 
Other traffic violation: 

Juvenile traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota I tra ffi c .................................................... 

Juveniled: 
Criminal-type offense: 

De Ii nquent .................................................. . 
Status offense: 

Unruly ...................................................... . 
Non-offense: 

Deilri ved ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other juvenil e: 

Special proceedin9s ......................................... . 

Tota I juvenil Po 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

-lYA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

-lYA 
N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

CJudge information: 

Filed Di sposed lnd 
pending 

--L.llii l,098i ~ 

1,111 i 1,09Bi N/A 

17,700i 16,941i N/A 

4,428i 4,239i N/A 

3,580i 3,342i N/A 

-1§li ~i ~ 

26,459i 25,189i N/A 

27,570i 26,287i N/A 

There were 8 full-time, 35 part-time Juvenile Court judges. In addition, 5 State Court judges serve as Juvenile Court judges. 
Superior Court judges handle juvenile cases in those counties (101) without a separate Juvenile Court. Those cases are 

included in these Juvenile Court figures. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 
, Juvenile and traffic cases are counted in terms of the number of children handled by the court. 
lData are not complete: 

Figures do not include data for Bibb, Chatham, Douglas, Floyd, Hall, Muscogee, Spalding and Troup Counties. 

Source: The Administrative Office of the Courts, Seventh Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia; February, 1981). Statistics are from 
the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

GEORGIA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts, 2 judges 
July 1. 1979 to June 30. 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for fiscal year 1980. 

GEORGIA CIVil COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts, 3 judges 
July I, 1979 to JUne 30. 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Civil Court for fiscal year 19RO. 

GEORGIA SMALL CLAIMS COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

97 courts, 97 judges 
July 1. 1979 to June 30. 19BO 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Small Claims Court for fiscal year 1980. 
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GEORGIA MAGISTRATE'S COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 courts, 5 magistrates 
July 1. 1979 to June 30. 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Magistrate's Court for fiscal year 1980. 

GEORGIA JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1560 judgeships 
July 1. 1979 to June 30. 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice of the Peace Court for fiscal year 1980. 

GEORGIA RECORDER'S COURT. MAYOR'S COURT MUNICIPAL COURT 
CITY COUNCIL COURT. POLICE COURT. AND'CRIMINAl COURT • 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
384 courts 

July 1. 1979 to June 30. 1980 

,There were no data available for cases handled in the Recorder's Court Mayor's C 
Pollce Court, or Criminal Court for fiscal year 1980. ,ourt, Municipal Court, City Council Court, 
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GUAM COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

Appeals tu the United 51,'les 
District Cllurt fur the Territury 

ufGuJm (9th Circuit) 

SUPERIOR COURT 
5 judges 
Jurisdictiun: 
- Original jurisdictiun in .111 civil C.lses 

,1 rising under the laws uf Guam except 
for causes arisin!: under the 
constitutiun, tre.,ties, laws of the 
United 5t.,tes, and any other matter 
invulvin!: the Territoriallncume Tax 
L.,W. 

- Ori!:inal jurisdictiun in all criminal 
cases .Hisin!: under the laws uf Gu,'m 
excepl fur causes Misin!: under the 
cunstitutiun. tre.,ties,l,lwS of the 
United 5t"tes, "nd ,'ny uther m.lIter 
involving th~ Territl'ri"llncume T,l~ 
L.l\\,. 

- Ori~in.ll jurisdiction in tr,lffk m.lUers. 
Appell.lte juri>U1<'til'n lll'('r Ir.lffi, 
("~l~('S with ,1 £jnt" J;re"h.'r thlln $2.5 ('1,',1 ,.,iI ,entenee. Tr.lffk \·iul.,tion, 
Bure.,u pn1,'e •• e •• ,11 tr.,fflc cit.,t,ons, 
ille~.,1 pMkin!:, .tnd mOl'ing viol.lIinns. 

- Ori!:;'t.ll,urisdiltion in .,11 iuvenlle 
m,ltter~, 

Jury Iri.,I,. 

236 

Cuurt of 
!:eneral 

jurisdictiun 

GUAM SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 court. 5 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Civil d: 
Law: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Small clailllS .................................................. . 
Rea 1 property ri ghts: 

Land re9istration •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ; ....... 
Domestic relations: 

Domestic .................................................... . 
Estate ............... " ...................................... . 
Other civil: 

Speci a 1 proceedi ngs .......................................... . 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminal d: 

Felony ........................................................ . 
Misdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 

Total traffi c ...................................................... 
Juvenile: 

Cri"'in~l-type offense: 
Juvenil e delinquency ....................... "' ................. 

Other juvenile: 
Juvenil e special proc<!edi n9S ................................. 

Total juvenil e .................................................. 

Grand total ........................................................ 

BegInnIng 
pending 

2,932 
4,380 

115 

1,154 
1,077 

-.lli. 
10,178 

476 
~f 

953f 

12,405 

137 

-lli 
612 

24,148f 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed Disposed 

1,151 822 
2,909 3.862 

18 80 

1,084 523 
173. 47 

565 1,007 

5,900 6,341 

103 353 
--.m. 675 

750 1,028 

26,649 24,432 

275 306 

-.ill. ---ill 
643 1,042 

33,942 32,843 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

Fi gu res are as gl ven in the annual report. 
gChange in pend! ng does not equal the difference between fili ngs and di sposit Ions: 

Figures are as given in the 1980 Guam annual report. 

End 
pending 

3,261 
3,427 

53 

1,715 
1,203 

~ 

9.737 

226 
~ 

675 

14,6239 

106 

-ill 
213 

25,2489 

Source: Superior Court of Guam, 1980 Annual Report (Agana, Guam). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have 
been computed where necessary. 
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HAWAII COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justkes 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appe.lls frumlo",er wurts. 

INTERMEDIATE COURT OF 
APPEALS* 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

- Appeals concurrent with 
Supreme Court. 

t-----~-.LI __ ~ ---, 
LANDCOURTt 
1 first circuit judge serves 
lurisdiction: 

CIRCUIT COURT (4)** 
25 judges 
Jurisdictiun: 

TAX APPEAL COURTt 
1 first CIrCUit judge serves 
Jurisdiction: 

- Matters involving leg.,l title to fee 
simple land .lOd e.lsement". 

- Civil m.ltlel'J over $1.000. domestic 
rel.,tions. probate. 

- Felonies. Misdemc",,,,r .llld lr.lffi( 
jury t ri.lls. 

- Disputes between I.]X ,lsse.,or ,lnd 
tclxp,l)'£'r. 

- .Juvenile. 

Jury t ri,ll&. 

DISTRICT COURT (4)** 
18 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under$S,OOO (cllnturrent 

lYith Circuit COllrt b~tween $1.000 ,lnd 
$5,000) small claims (under $1,000) ,lnd 
landlord·t~nant. 

- Misdemeanors. traffic and I1ther 
violations. felony preliminaries. 

No jury tmls. 

] 

• rh,·lnlermt·Ji.ll!· ('uurl uf Appeals was established pursu.,nl loAcl III of the lQ70 Legislalure<l/Id held its first session nn "pril28. 1<180. 
trh,' LlII.! Court .10J T.,~ Appe.,l Court he.lr speci.,l C.lse •• but an~ considered gener.,l jurisdiction courts for this report becausf.'£ircuit 

urJg,c,o-",('n'(CI 
., rlt,· (In lItt l'ourt .lnd Dlslri{t Court .lre both «Iurts of record. District Courts he.u high volume cases. The Circuit Court heMS dll jury 

11'1.11, F,'r p!lrp'''l'~ "f thi> rep,'rl, ih<.' (ir'"it Court is consid<.'recl ,1 court I1f general jurisdiction since it hdlldles felon}' c.lses. 
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HAWAII SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
July 1, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

--------------------------~.~----~~~--------------------~~--Beglnnlng End 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Crimina 1 : 

Criminal .................................................. . 
Traffi c •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 appea 1 s ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

pending 

449 

235 
20 

255 
--m.r 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11 
Prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 21 
Mandamus ................................................. 31 
Other .................................................... 11 

Total •••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••• !................. 7 
Requests to appeal ......................................... .. 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• --7 

Total cases ................................................... .. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................ . 
Other matters: 

Motions .................................................... .. 

Tota 1 other proceedi ngs ••••••••••••••• , ........................ . 

Manner of disposition 

Motion to Withdrawals 
Written di smi ss and 
opinionm granted discontinued 

Appeals: 
Civil ............... 26 3 46 
Criminal: 

Criminal .......... 108 2 29 
Traffi c ........... 1 0 2 

Original proceedings 6 0 2 
Rehearing requests ••••• 0 0 0 
Motions ................ 0 0 0 

Total ••••••••••••••••••• 141 5 79 

711 

5 

--M 
89 

Transferred 

221 

38 
~ 
0 

19 
281 

Filed 

207 

157 
23 

180 
-W 

71 
51 

101 
71 

29 

~ 

416 

17 

~ 

797 

Other 

0 

11 
0 

21 
20 

746 
798 

Disposed pending 

296 

188 
6 

194 
---;wrr 

71 
61 

121 
41 

29 

~ 

519 

20 

..--.ill 
785 

Disposition 

360 

204 
37 

241 
fiOT 

608 

2 

-12. 
101 

Affirmances (including 
revers~d in part and 
modified and affirmed) •••• 

Reversals (including 
remands) .................. . 

103 

29 
Other (including 
dismissal of appeal 
and denial of petition 
in original proceeding) 3 

Status of pending matters (6/30/80) 

Being briefed •••••••••• 344 

Time interval datal (median months) 

Ready •••••••••••••••••• 273 
Set for hearing •••••••• 21 
Argued ••••••••••••••••• 71 

Tota I pefldi ng ........... 709 

Civil 
Appeal filed to regular or 
memorandum opinion filed ... 35.6 

Appeals 

Criminal 

22.4 

Ori ginal 
.P!:2.ceed i ngs 

5.6 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: 
The breakdown of original jurisdiction cases and time interval data were supplied by the office of the clerk of the Supreme 

Court. 
"'Information en rli;;positiuli type of !('fta; oal;ci; 

Written opinions include both fuB and per curiam opinions. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1979-19BO (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1981). Source of case 
data is included in the annual report. Statlstlcs are from the annual report, except that totals have been computed where 
necessary. Additional data were supplied by the clerk of court during data verification • 
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HAWAII INTERMEDIATE COURT OF APPEAlSa 
Intermediate Appellate Court 

3 judges 
July I, 197~ to June 30, 1980 

End Begl nnl ng 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civi I ....................................................... . 0 221 13 208 
Criminal: 

0 38 21 17 
0 3 1 2 
0 41 22 19 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appea Is ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -0 ----m- ~ -m-

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 262 35 227 

Other proceedings: 
Rehea ri ng requests ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 2 2 0 
Other matters: 

Motions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ~ 5 -1i 
Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 21 7 

Manner of disposition 

Motion to 
Written dismiss 

Appeals: 
opinionm sranted 

Civil ••••••••••••••• 7 
Crimi na I: 

Criminal .......... 21 0 
Traffi c ........... 0 0 

Rehearing requests ••••• 0 0 
Motions •••••••••••••••• 0 1 

Total ••••••••••••••••••• 28 2 

Withdrawals 

Oisposition of cases I 

Affirmed (including reversed in part 
and modified and affirmed) ••••••••• 

Reversals (including remands) •••••••• 
other (including dismissal of 

and 
discontinued other 

5 0 appeal) .......................... .. 

0 0 
1 0 
0 2 
0 4 
6 6 

Status of pending matters (6/30/80) 

Ready for hearing •••••• 199 
Scheduled for hearing.. 30 
Awaiting decision 12 

Boldface heudings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

aCourt information: 

14 

Appeals 

21 
6 

The Intermediate Court of Appeals was established pursuant to Act III of the 1979 legislature. It held its first session on 
April 28, 1980. 

ISpecial source or revision in data: 
Oisposition of cases data were supplied by the office of the clerk of the Supreme Court. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Written opinions include both full and per curiam opinions. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1979-1980 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1981). Source of 
case data is included in the annual report. StatistlCs are from the annual report, except that totals have been computed 
where necessary. Additional data were supplied by the clerk of court during data Verification. 
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HAWAII CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jUrisdiction 

4 circuits, 25c judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Child: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Personal injury or property damage or both, motor vehicle •• 

Other tort: 
Personal injury or property damage or both, 
non-motor vehicle ....................................... .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Contract ...................................................... . 
Real property rights: 

Condemnation ................................................ . 
landj ..................................................... '" 
Mechanics' and materialmen's lien •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oomestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Di vorce •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Annul ment •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Separation and separate maintenance •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Support/custody : 

Uniform reciprocal enforcement ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoption: 

Adopt i on proceedi n gs ., ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other domestic relations: 

Paternity/parEntal proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Miscellaneous proceedings--Family Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Adults' referrals ......................................... . 
Supplemental proceedings--Family Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Regular probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small estate over $10,000 ................................ .. 
Small estate over $2.000 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small estate under $2,000 ................................ .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardi anshi p/conservatorshi pit rllsteeshi p: 

Regular guardianship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Sma 11 guardi anshi p ....................................... .. 
Special ................................................... . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ........................................................ . 

Menta I Hea I th ................................................. . 
Other cl vil : 

Naturalization .............................................. . 
Other civil ac~ion ................................... , ••••••• 
Other special proceedings .................................. .. 
SUpplemental proceedings .................................... . 
District Court transfers ................................... .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota I cl vi I ..................................................... . 

Crlmlnal d: 
Felonyl ....................................................... . 
Misdemeanorl .................................................. . 
Other criminal: 

Criminal actions in Family Court .................... ,. ...... . 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Dlil/DUI: 

Driving under the influence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic offenses ........................................... .. 
Juvenile traffic ........................................... .. 

Total .......•.....•.. It 't' •••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••• It ••••• 

Total traffic .................................................. . 
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Beglnnlng 
pending 

1,271 

1,142 
2,413 
2,324 

182 
11 
97 

290 

3,946 
18 

152 
4,116 

1,232 

642 

982_ 
l,357J 

405 
3,172 
5,196_ 

Il,906J 

2,609 
79 f 

647f 
217f 

3,552 

3,248 
669 
263 

4,180 
7,732 

(j) 

69 
2,798 
1,068_ 
l,472J 

173 
5,5BOj 

30,245 

3,081 
621 

~ 

3,772 

14 

63 
49 

-ill. 
126 

Filed 

772 

624 
1,396 
1,770 

68 
0 

192 
260 

5,844 
26 

115 
5,985 

2,394 

788 

618, 
1,874J 

786 
2,750 
5,320, 

14,487J 

962 
61 

361 
151 

1,535 

381 
44 
0 

425 
1,960 

(j) 

802 
1,530 

390_ 
1,261J 

9B. 
4,081J 

24,662 

1,916 
438 

__ 9_9 

2,453 

40 

31 
61 
~ 

132 

Disposed 

586 

467 
1,053 
1,446 

58 
0 

150 
208 

5,280 
23 
80 

5,383 

2,277 

821 

623_ 
l,406J 

752 
2,418 
5,199_ 

13,680J 

746 
66 

506 
165 

1,483 

176 
77 

263 
516 

1,999 
(j) 

816 
1,224 

3B7_ 
l,038J 

90_ 
3,555J 

21,941 

1,612 
582 

__ 8_1 

2,275 

33 

52 
67 

-.ill. 
152 

End 
pending 

1,457 

1,299 
2,756 
2,648 

192 
11 

139 
342 

4,510 
21 

187 
4,718 

1,349 

609 

977 _ 
1,825J 

439 
4,033 
7,274 _ 

13,950J 

2,825 
74 

502 
203 

3,604 

3,453 
636 

o 
4,089 
7,693 

(j) 

55 
3,104 
1,071_ 
l,695J 

181_ 
6,106J 

33,495 

3,386 
477 

~ 

3,951 

21 

42 
43 
~ 

106 

(continued on next page) 
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Hawaii Circuit Court (continued) 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Law violation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Status offense: 

Needing protective supervision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Needi ng servi ces ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other juvenile: 

Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
supplemental proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenil e •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

2.227 

509 

360 

162 
474 
~ 

3.732 

5.084 4.595 

1.429 1.361 

453 415 

365 349 
1.032 977 
1.397 1.326 

8.363 7.697 

37.875 35.610 32,065 
Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

------------------
Trial d 

Civil: 
Tort: 

Auto tort •••••••••••••• 
Other tort ••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••• ••• • 
Contract ••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights ••••• 
Domestic relations ••••••• 

Jury Non-jury Total 

20 
25 
45 
11 

3 
8 

11 
4" 

23 
33 
56 
57 

Criminal disEositions 

p~ea. (no trial held) ••••••••••••••• 
D1sm1ssal •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Noll e prosequi (no servi ce) •••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Felony 
and 

misdemeanor 
1.066 

86 
519 
220 

Traffic disEositions 

2.716 

577 

398 

178 
529 

-1§L 

4.398 

41.950 

Other 
criminal 

15 
12 
21 
29 

Total 
1.081 

98 
540 
249 

Other civil •••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 ci vil ••••••••••••••• 

1 
3 

18 
78 

4 
40 
79 

180 

5 
43 
97 

258 Other traffi c 
Crimi nal: 

Felony and misdemeanor ••• 
Other cri mi na 1 ••••••••••• 

Total criminal •••••••••••• 
Traffic: 

235 68 
3 

303 
4 

.Q!lli!!!!.!. 

1 
236 71 

DWI/OUI •••••••••••••••••• 

307 
Contested hearing (juvenile) •••••••• 
Uncontested hearing (juvenile) 
Di smi ssed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• o 

7 
9 

Other traffic violations 
Total traffic ••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••• • 

1 
5 
6 

320 

a 
o 
o 

251 

1 
5 
6 

571 

Nolle prosequi (no service) ••••••••• 
Plea (no trial held) •••••••••••••••• 
Counseling service (juvenile) ••••••• 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 16 

Contested hearing •••••••••••••• 
Uncontested hearing •••••••••••• 
Dismissal •••••••••••••••• ••••• • 
No servi ce ••••••••••••••••••••• 
No answer •••••••••••••••••••••• 
No statement of readiness •••••• 
No trial held ••••••••••••••• ••• 
Counseling service ••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Auto 
tort 
--0 

1 
475 

6 
11 
6 
5 

59 

Civil disEositions 

Real 
Other property 
tort Contract rights 
--a- D 6 

4 23 24 
344 669 37 

3 14 a 
8 401 1 
6 29 0 
8 26 4 

61 227 131 

Juvenile dispositions 

Domestic 
relatiolls 

1.855 
5.953 

523 
744 

4.562 

Estate 
--4 

1.022 
15 

958 

Other 
civil 
445 

883 
917 

14 
42 
32 
25 

1.100 

Criminal-type 
offense 

895 
1.674 
1.715 

311 

Status 
offense IIon-offense 

Other 
juvenile 

73 
128 
258 
867 

Total 
T;"ill 

Contested hearing 
Uncontested hearing ••••• 
Counseling service •••••• 
Other ••••••••••••••••••• 

--"4B 
202 

1.068 
43 

Boldface headings indicate the cl~ssifications used by the CSIM project. 
__ • Ilot applicable. 

256 
78 
33 
48 

2.082 
3,074 
1.269 

violation 
19 
25 
24 
7 
6 

18 
15 

Total 
2.320 
7.910 
2.457 

37 
463 
73 

591 
744 

7,098 

Total 
19 

25 
24 
14 
15 
18 
31 

cJudge information: (18 . it 2 f l1y and 5 district family) judges that hear Circuit Court proper and F~ml1Y 
There are a total of 25 C1rcu ~l cam t • a e heard by the 2 Family Court and 5 District Family Court ju geS. 

Court 
In the 

cases. In the fI rst ci rcui t. Fal~l1 y ou~ cases r. h' F i 1 Court cases in additi on to thei r regular 
other three ci rcuits •. both ci rcu, tt and d1i stli ~t /~~~~ i~~g~~ rc~i~ c~~r/ data on thi stab 1 e and in the summary tables 
assignments. All Fam1ly Court da a are nc u e 
I of this report. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 1 i t 
~~i~~~m~~~~ ~~s~0~~~~do~i~~u~~ei~i1~~~n~~b:rP~~i~~~~n~~n~~~nat~e·information or indictment. 

A jury trial is c~unted when thehJurY.1~ s~orn~n opening statement or the Introduction of any evidence occurs. 
A non-jury trial 1S counted at t e P01n w en 
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fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
. These figures were indicated as corrected in the 1980 annual report. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Land cases handled by the Land Court are not included. 
Miscellaneous family contaitls mental health cases. 
Supplemental proceedings in the other civil category include supplemental proceedings on criminal as well as civ,il cases. 
District Court transfers are cases initiated in the District Court that demand a jury trial. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: 
Data breakdown for felony and misdemeanor cases was obtained by telephone from the administrative office of the courts. 
This figure was corrected by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1979-1980 (Honolulu. Hawaii: 1981). Statistics 
are from the annual report. except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Child: 
Real property rights: 

HAWAII LAND COURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 
1 first circuit judge serves 
July 1. 1979 to June 30. 1980 

Beg1nn;ng 
pending 

Contested land registration cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .-!.Q. 

10 Total civi I 

Grand total k 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

10 

Fil ed 

-1Q! 
104 

104 

Disposed 

-1!. 
41 

41 

End 
pending 

73 

Data for the Land Court are included with the general jurisdictioq courts because circuit judges serve this court. The 
Circuit Court also handles some land cases. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

kAdditional information: 
In addition to the 104 contested land registrations filed. there were 3.426 ex parte petitions filed. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts. State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1979-1980 (Honolulu. Hawaii: 1981). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

HAWAII TAX APPEAL COURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 
1 first circuit judge serves 
July I, 1979 to June 30. 1980 

--------------------------------------------------~~,..~B~e~g~l~nn~l~n~g--~----~a-----~---~ .. --~------~~E~na~sa~ 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Child: 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota I ci vil 

Grand tota I ....... , ..•..............................•............ 

-'fl.. 
27 

27 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

34 

34 

34 

21 

21 

21 

Data for the Tax Appeal Court are included with the general jurisdiction courts because circuit judges serve. 
dCase def! Nl ti on or uni t of count: 

A civil case i~ counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

---1Q 
40 

40 

Sourc~; Administrative Director of the Courts. State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1979-1980 (Honolulu. Hawaii: 1981). Statistics 
are from the annual report. except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

243 



r- ... , 

r 
1', 

I 1 :l 
" i 

'm li 
• 

I 

----~----

HAWAII DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 districts, 18c judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Civild: 
Tort '" ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract: 

Assumpsi t ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claims •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights: 

Summary possession ......................................... . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Nonpayment of taxes ...................................... . 

Other ci vil .................................................. . 

Total civil 

Criminald: 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

1,509 

5,068 
468 

l,Hn 

258 
--1QQ. 

8,584 

Misdetneanor ................................................... X 
Ordinance violation: 

Other violations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,821 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony...................................................... __ 2. 

Total criminal 8,507 

Traffic: 
OWI/DUI: 

Driving under the influence ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,283 
26,915 Parking ...................................................... . 

Other traffic violation: 
Moving arrest and citation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 30,283 

31,551 
61,834 

Non-moving ................................................ .. 
Total ....................................................... . 

Total traffic ................................................. . 90,032 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 107,123 

Non-jury tri aId 

Chil: 
Tort .................... 54 
Contract •••••••••••••••• 122 
Small clailllS ............ 581 
Real property rights •••• 46 
Other civil ........ ..... 9 

Total civil ••••••••••••••• 812 

Tort .................. .. 
Contract •••••••••••••••• 
Small claims .......... .. 
Real property rights •••• 
Appeal of administrative 
agency case •••••••••••• 

Other civil ••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal dispositions 
Ordinance 

Misdemeanor violation 
Traffic dispositions 

Misdel!l£!anor and 
ordinance violation: 
Nolle prosequi •••••••••••• 
Tota 1 com'i ct i on •••••• " •• 
Discharge/dismissal ••••••• 
Stricken ................. . 
Bail forfeiture .......... . 
Commitment to 

Ci rcuft Court, 
jury trial demanded ••••• 

Prelimina~ hearing: 
Stricken or discharged •••• 
Committed to grand jury ... 
Committed to circuit court 

1,423 
8,981 
4,662 
2,711 
1,603 

499 

222 
1,337 

599 
1,714 

18,813 

11 

Total 

1,645 
10,318 
5,261 
4,425 

20,416 

510 

253 
512 
168 

DWI/oUI Parking 

Nolle prosequi •••••••• 48 2,383 
Total conviction •••••• 2,220 40,777 
Discharge/dismis~al ••• 156 48,074 
Stricken ••••••••••••• 73 28,246 
Bai I forfeiture ...... 91 362,816 
Commitment to 
ci rcuit court, 
jury trial demanded • 37 0 

244 

Other tra ffi c 
violation ~ 

5,814 8,245 
52.399 95,396 
24,266 72,496 
37,388 65,707 
66,838 429,745 

32 69 

Boldface headings indicate the classification used by the CSIM project. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- • Not applicable. 

cJudge information: 
The six district judges in the second, third, and fifth circuits hear Family Court cases in addition to their regular 

aSSignments. These Family Court cases are displayed with the Circuit Court data in this report. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the individual offense on the information or complaint • 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts. State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1979-1980 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1981). Statistics 
are from the annual report. except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

. ............................................................................. ---. ................................................ .. 
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t Indie.ltes roule of appeal. 

IDAHO COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
5 juslices 
lurisdicti,1I1: 
• Origin.,1 jurisdiction in ct'ims "H,'in~t 

sl.lte (~d\'isnr)' ,'piniol1s}, 
- Appe.lls (rum interim nrders ,ll1d filMI 

judgments in Districi ClIurt, 
- Appeilis fnllll ,\dmini~tr~'ti\'e ,,~endes. 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
28 itJdgtl~ 
lun,,!;,lilln: 
.. Ori)tin.ll It\'11. pllr~\lIlil) injury .lnd 

nthl'f t"rl~ t:nntr,'d~. Jtlll'lt·~tit 
r('l,lti\\Il~ ... 1uLl h"bt'\hi torpu$ 

- Origin,ll lrunin.ll. fellll1)" p,'sl
\.011\'1" til'" n~\'it'\\' 

• AplW~,I~ frum m,lhbtr.ltl~!-< di\,j:-;illll ,lnd 
~t,'h~ .1);(,lllH.'!oo .lnd bt'l.lrd~. 
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MAGISTRA TES DIVISION 
OF DISTRICT COURT (7) 
431.\\\'Vl'f Illtl~i~tl\ltt.'~ .lnd 
25 n\\n" .. I,1\\'\,l'r m"gi:.tl\lh\~ 
luri.dlltilll1': 
- OI'il.llll0n, hI 5S.000. rombl"l'l1lry 

,\I\d <I,'t,lIn,'r, h"n. 11151.000 ,'n 
rt.\,1 Mh.i Iwr~ol",l pnlpl'rty. pn)b.,h' 
• \1\.1 .,dministr.l!i"n "f dClCd,'n! 
,·,t.lI,·,,; .1n.1 ,;'",111 ".,im, h' Ssoo 

• Mbd,·nw.ll1l1r,. fdol1)' pr(,"I11I11.11'i,·" 
.1rrp!:'\t w.Hr,,"t~, .lnd ~l~I'n hl'~ ,lnd 
~t.'I/Un.·~, 

• Tr.IHir, 
·lul'cnil,· 
lury tri.lls \"(\'1'1 ill sl1hll1 d.lil11', 

Cllurt <If 
1.I~t 

resnrt 

('"urt "f 
g\'n~r,,1 

Iltrl~dil'linl\ 
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IDAHO SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil : 
Auto negligence ' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other negligence ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax appea Is .............................................. .. 
Domestic relations ........................................ . 
Envi ronment/zoni ng ........................................ . 
Other .................................................... .. 

Total ...................................................... . Crim1lnal: 
Judgments ................................................. . 
Other ..................................................... . 

Total •• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy: 

Postconviction relief ..................................... . 
Habeas corpus appea Is ................................. " ••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Industrial Conmission .................................... .. 
Public utility commission .................... ., .......... .. 

Total ...................................................... . Juvenile: , 
YRA and CPAJ .............................................. . Other appeals: 
Interlocutory appea Is ............. '" ..................... . 

Total appeals ................................................ . 
Other cases: 

Original proceedings: 
Original juriSdiction: 

Habeas corpus ........................................... . 
Mandamus ................................................ . 
Prohibition ............................................. . 
Other ••••• " ............................................ . 

Total .................................................... . 
Dis~ip!in~ry matter: 

DISClpllnary ............................................ . 
Total ...................................................... . 

Requests to appea I .......................................... . 
Tota I other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases ................................................... .. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................ . Other matters: 

Extension of time .......................................... .. 
Motion to dismiss ........................................... . 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings .......................................... 

1 
1 
9f 

24 
3 

291f 
329 f 

120 
25 

145 

7 
5 

12 

41 
13 
54 

6 

2 
~ 

3 
2 
0 
2 
7 

3 
10 

--nl" 

558f 

NlA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

..JJ.ll 
N/A 

Manner of dispositionl 

ClY! I 
and juvenile 

Cases disposed with opinion •••••••••••• 113 

Appeals 
CrIminal and 

Number of majority opinion~ •••••••••• 93 
Per curiam opinions ••••••••• ,........ 20 

Cases disposed without opinion ••••••••• 83 

postconviction remedy 
64 
44 
20 
46 

Time interval data (average days) 

Filedj 

0 
3 
2 

17 
2 

208 
232 

94 
19 

113 

6 
13 
19 

26 
7 

33 

4 
402 

14 
13 
2 
6 

35 

36 

~ 

438 

56 

791 
157 
487 

1.435 

1.491 

Admlnistrabve 
agency 

68 
11 
7 

12 

Civil and juvenile Appeal: 
Filing to at issue ••••••••••••••••••• 244 

Criminal and postconviction 

At issue to hearing •••••••••••••••••• 399 
Hearing to final closure ............. 181 

247 

315 
338 
140 

Disposed 

1 
0 
5 

13 
1 

172 
192 

78 
22 

100 

2 
8 

10 

26 
4 

30 

4 

5 
34T 

13 
13 
2 
6 

34 

1 
35 

~ 

376 

58 

812 
155 
489 

1.456 

1,514 

Total 
195"" 

148 
47 

141 

Original 
jurisdiction 

3 
1 
2 

32 

£no 
ending 

0 
4 
6 

28 
4 

327 
359 

136 
22 

158 

11 
10 
21 

41 
16 
57 

3 

1 
""'609 

4 
2 
0 
2 
8 

3 
11 

-rr 

620 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

..JJ.ll 
N/A 

Total 
198 
149 

49 
173 

Administrative aQency 

203 
373 
131 

(continued on nExt page) 
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Idaho Supreme Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Corrections were made based on an inventory of cases. 

hFigure was computed: 
. Beginning pending figure "'as calcu:"ted from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 
JExplanation of data includ!ld in the ca\egory: 

Filed f1gures include Cases added an,' cases transferred. 
YRA cases are juvenile delinquency ca.;es filed under the Youth Rehabilitation Act. CPA cases involve dependent or neglected 

chi I dren petiti ons fil ed under the t~i I d Protecti on Act. 
lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

Figures on the manner of disposition were supplied by the clerk of the court during data verification. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, The Idaho Courts 1980 Annual Report and The Idaho Courts 1980 Annual Report A~pendix 
(Boise, Idaho). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been calculated where necessary. an 
additional information was supplied by the clerk of the court during data verification. 
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IDAHO DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

7 districts, 28 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Child: 
Tort: 

Personal injury/property damage •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claim ••••••••••• , ...................................... . 
Oomestic relations: 

Support/custody: 
Support proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other domestic relations: 

Domestic relations ........................................ . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Informal estate ........................................... . 
Forma 1 estate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship of minors ................................... .. 
Guardianship of incapacitated •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal: 
Appeal of trial court case: 

Civil appeal •••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• 
Special proceeding appealJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Extraordinary writ: 

Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vil : 

Other complaints and petitions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
All other special hearings .................................. . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Criminal d: 
Felony: 

Felony--drug ................................................ . 
Felony--driving while intoxicated •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other felony ................................................ . 

Totai ........................................................ . 
Hi sdemeanor: 

Hi sdemeanor--drug ........................................... . 
Other mi sdemeanor ........................................... . 

Total ............................................ , •••••••••••• 
Appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total crimi nal 

Traffic: 
DWI/OUI: 

lFe91 n n 1'1 9 
pendiilg 

l,554fh 
2 

507fh 
Ifh 

l,089fh 
l,597fh 

5 
1 
6 

3fh 
2 
5fh 

Ufh 

232fh 
16fh 

248fh 

44fh 

5,389fh 
55h 

5,444fh 

8,900fh 

159fh 
101fh 
985fl1 

1,245fh 

8fh 
2gfh 
37fh 
98fh 

l,380fh 

Misdemeanor--driving while intoxicated ••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic ...................................................... 1fh 

Total traffic 5fh 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Youth Rehabilitation Act--other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 
Non-offense: 

Ghi 1 d Protecti on Act ......................................... 1 

Tota 1 juvenil e 

Grand total ...................................................... 10,286fh 

249 

Filed 

1,150 
0 

340 
2 

1,071 
1,413 

3 
1 
4 

0 
2 
2 
6 

325 
38 

363 

59 

5,128 
68 

5,196 

8,187 

343 
183 

2,55r-
3,085 

26 
194 
220 

__ 6_7 

3,372 

15 

5 

20 

__ 1 

2 

11,581 

Disposed 

1,022 
2 

466 
2 

1,174 
1,642 

1 
0 
1 

1 
2 
3 
4 

294 
31 

325 

70 

4,561 
74 

4,635 

7,700 

33E 
188 

2,408 
2,932 

28 
199 
227 
~ 

3,247 

15 

5 

20 

o 
__ 1 

10,9li8 

{ ~~~ 

pendll'lL-. 

1,682 
0 

381 
1 

986 
1,368 

7 
2 
9 

2 
2 
4 

13 

263 
23 

286 

33 

5,956 
49 

6,005 

9,387 

166 
96 

1,136 
1,398 

6 
24 
30 

__ 7_7 

1,505 

4 

1 

5 

1 

2 

10,899 

(continued on ~cxt pagel 
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Idaho District Court (continued) 

Total trial d 

Civil : 
Tort.......................... 285 
Small claims .................. 1 
Domestic relations: 

Support/custody............. 115 
Adoption •••••••••••••••••••• 2 
Other domestic relations •••• 659 

Total........................ 7715 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate ••••• 
Guardianship/conservator-
ship trusteeship ••••••••••• 3 

Total........................ 4 
Appeal: 

Appeal of trial court case.. 158 
Extraordinary writs ••••••••••• 31 
Other civil ••••••••••••••••••• 1.738 

Total civil .................... 2.993 

Criminal: 
Felony .................. . 
Mi sdemeanor •••••••••••••• 
Appeal .................. . 

Total criminal .......... .. 
Traffic: 

DWI/OUI •••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violations • 

Total traffic ......... , ... 
Juvenile: 

Criminal-typ~ offense •••• 
Non-offense •••••••••••••• 

Total juveni Ie ........... . 

Grand total •••••.••••••••••••• 5.251 

2.093 
128 

31 
2,252 

6 
o 
6 

o 
o 
o 

Time interval data (average days) 

Fi rst 
appearance 
to closure 

Days to dispostion: 
Criminal and traffic: 

Cases disposed by 
dismissal............. 166 

Cases disposed by 
guilty plea........... 117 

Cases disposed after 
trial and sentencing.. 20B 

" 

----------------------------------------------~.'.------------'---------------------
Boldface headings indicate the classi,$cation used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A trial is counted wnen it has officially begun (the jury is sworn or there is an opening statement or the introduction of any 

evidence). Also included with the trial data are cases closed at heari~gs. . . 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pendlng flgu~e for the 1979 court year: 

Corrections wer'e made to end pending figures for the 1980 court year based on an lnventory of cases. This caused the 
beginning pending figures for the 1980 court year. computed from filed. disposed. and end pending figures. to be different 
from end pending figures reported for 1979. 

hFigures were computed: 
. Beginning pending figures were computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Special proceeding appeals may include some juvenile appeals. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, The Idaho Courts 1980 Annual Report (Boise. Idaho). Statistics are from the ar,nual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

IDAHO MAGISTRATES DIVISION OF DISTRICT COURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

7 districts. 43 lawyer magistrates and 25 non-lawyer magistrates. 
January I, 19BO to December 31, 19BO 

Civil d: 
Tort: 

Personal injury/property damage ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claims ................................................. . 
Domestic relations: 

Support/custody: 
Support proceedings ...................................... . 

Adoption •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other domestic relations: 

Domestic relations ....................................... . 
Total ....................................................... . 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Informal estate ......................................... .. 
Formal estate ............................................ . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship of minors ................................... . 
Guardianship of incapacitated ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... . 
Tota I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Extraordinary writs: 
Habeas corpus .............................................. . 

Other ci vil : 
Other com~laints and petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
All other special hearings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... . 

Tota 1 ci vi! ................................................... . 

250 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

601f 
4.359f 

2.482f 
364f 

3.669 f 
6,515 f 

3.164f 
938f 

4.102f 

264f 
239f 
503f 

4,60Sf 

64f 

8.369f 
382f 

8.7S1 f 

24.895f 

Filed 

633 
14.323 

3,117 
1.045 

8.676 
12,B38 

2.765 
736 

3.501 

236 
230 
466 

3,967 

110 

12.449 
716 

13.165 

45,031) 

Disposed End 
pending 

629 605 
13.94B 4.734 

2.620 2,979 
1.025 384 

8.289 4.056 
11.934 7.419 

2,777 3,152 
759 915 

3.536 4,067 

187 313 
201 268 
388 581 

3,924 4.648 

13B 36 

11,485 9,333 
646 452 

12.131 9.785 

42.704 27,227 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
! 

I 

11 
1 

Criminal d: 
Hi sdemeanor: 

Mi sdemeanor--drug ........................................... . 
Other mi sdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••• , .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary hearing: 

Fe I onY--drug ................................................ . 
Felony--driving while intoxicated •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Felony--all other .......................................... .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 cd mi na 1 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI: 

Misdemeanor--driving while intoxicated ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juyenile~-driving While intoxicated ••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic--other than driving while intoxicated •••••••••••••••• 

Total traffi c 

Juvenil e: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Youth Rehabilitation Act--arug ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Youth Rehabilitation Act--other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Child Protection Act .............. " ........................ . 
> 

Tota 1 juvenil e 

Grand tota 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total trial d 

Ci vi!: Criminal: 

209f 
5.536f 
5.745f 

126f 
78f 

1.989f 
2,193f 

7,938f 

2.56~~ 
2,570f 

5.770f 

8.340f 

47f 
2.820f 
2.867f 

283f 

3.150f 

44,323f 

Tort •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 82 
Small claims .................. 9.257 

Misdemeanor •••••••••••••• 14.696 
Prelimina~ hearing •••••• 1.877 

Domestic relations: 
Support/custody............. 725 
Adoption.................... 945 
Other domestic relations •••• 6.867 

Total ........................ 8,537 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate ••••• 1.811 
Guardianship/conservator-
ship trusteeship ••••••••••• 317 

Tota~ ........................ 2.128 
Extraordinary writs ••••••••••• 44 
Other civil ••••••••••••••••••• 2,566 

Total civil •••••••••••••••••••• 22.614 

Total criminal ............ 16.573 
Traffic: 

DWI/OUI .................. 7.354 
Other traffic violations • 4.649 

Total traffic ••••••••••••• 12.003 
Juvenile: 

Criminal-type offense •••• 4,523 
Non-offense •••••••••••••• 36B 

Total juvenile ............ 4,891 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••• 56.081 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
NtA = This case type is handled by the court. but the data are not available. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

948 
22.5B7 
23,535 

529 
339 

5,119 
~ 

29,522 

9,343 
,8 

9.351 

21B.368 

227,719 

59 
7,539 
7,598 

-.ill 
8,089 

310.366 

920 237 
22.1Bl 5,942 
23.101 6,179 

541 114 
340 77 

4,750 2.358 
~ 2.S49 

28.732 B.728 

9.1B9 2.722 
7 3 

9.196 2.725 

218.160 5.978 

227,356 8,,703 

76 30 
7,OOB 3,351 
7.084 3,381 

490 ~ 

7,574 3,665 

306.366 48.323 

Time interval data (average days) 

First 
appearance 
to closure 

Days to disposition: 
Cri m'l na 1 and t raffi cn : 

Cases disposed by 
dismissal........... 103 

Cases disposed by 
guilty plea ......... 25 

Cases disposed after 
trial and sentencing. 83 

The Mar-j;trates Division is a division of the District Court and its data are included in the general jurisdiction section of 
the summary tables in Part II of this report. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information. indictment. or complaint. 
A trial is counted when it is officially begun (the Jury is sworn or there is an opening statement or the introduction of any 

evidence). Also included with the trial data are cases closed at hearings. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 19BO court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

Corrections were made to end pending figures for the 1980 court year based on an inventory of cases. This caused the beginning 
pending figures for the 1980 court year computed from filed, disposed. and end pending figures. to be different from end 
pending figures reported for 1979. 

nlnformation on time interval or age of pending caseloa\1 data: 
Criminal and traffic cases included in the time inl:~rval data include all criminal and traffic data except "juvenile--drivin9 

while intoXi cated" cases. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts. The Idaho Courts 1980 Annual Report (Boise. Idaho). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Othl'r,'pp 

ILLINOIS COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
'7 justices 
Jurisdict\lln: 
-Discretillnalorigln"l jurisdiction in 
rE;"venue, m,lndclmus, prohibitit.lo, clnd 
h"be,'s corpus. 

-Appe,'ls ,IS ,I nMtter of right from 
Circuit Court when de,Hh sentence .. ,. imposed ,Ind from Appel/,He Court 
when federalllr state constitution,11 
questi\ln arises for the first time or 
on certific,lte by the Appell,He Court. 

-Other "ppeals from Circuit ,1 nd 
Appell"te Cllurl ,IS prOVided by 
Supreme Cuurt rule. 

-Redistricting of Gener,11 Assembly. 
Ability uf Governor to serve or resume 
"ifice. Admission ,Ind discipline of 
,Ittorneys. 

j 

APPELLATE COURT 
(5 DISTRICTS) 

t~nte. 34 judges 
",1 Is proVided by rul ... Jurisdiction: 

-Appe"ls ,IS ,I m,ltten,f right except 
in C,lse, ,lppNI"ble directly to the 
Supreme Court or fr<'m judgments of 
"t'</uitt.,1 in crimin,11 c,lses. 

-Direct review of ,ldministr,Hiv<' .1clions 
,IS provided by 1,lIv. 

, 

CIRCUIT COURT (21) 
382 circuit and 270 as<ociate circuit 
judges 
Jurisdirtion: 
-All justki"ble matters except where the 
Supreme Court h.ls uriginal and 
e~c1usive jurisdictiun or where the 
Supreme Court exercises discretiol1.HY 
urig;nal jurisdiction. 

-Review of .Idministrative a(Hlm .15 
provide~. 

ClHlrt of 
1.lst resort 

Intermedi.lte 
• 'ppell,He 

Cllurt 

ClIurt tlf 
gener.,1 

jurisdil'tiun 

I 

\ 
1 
! 

·1 
1 
I 
'! 

.1 

ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT 
Court of 1 ast resort 

7 justices 
January 1. 1980 to December 31, 1980 

-~======~3~e=g~ln=n=,=n=g==========~~~~-=----=-~-*=-~~En~~?=~~ 
__________________________________________________ . ____ ~p~e~n~di~n~g~ ________ F'_.1_e_d ________ D_is_p_o_se_d ________ .2endinq 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Chdl: 
Application for leave to appeal allowed • ., ................ . 
Action for motion in public interest case 

[Rule 302(b)] allowed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Statute held invalid [Rules 302(a)(1), 603] •••••••••••••••• 

,C;rtificate of importance ••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••• 
,~~al ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal: 
Application for leave to appeal allowed •••••••••••••••••••• 
Action for motion in pUblic interest case 

[Rule 302 (b)] allowed .................................. . 
Statute held invalid [Rules 302(a)(1), 603] .••••••••••••••• 
Certificate of importance (Rule 316) ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Death penalty [Rule 603] ................................. .. 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

InGustria1 Commission [Rules 302(a)(2)] •••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 appea 1 s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Civil : 
Original action motions (including Rule 381 motions) ..... 
Original action motions allowed •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Miscellaneous ........................................... . 

Total ci vi 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal: 

Original action motions (including Rule 381 motions) ••••• 
Original action motions allowed •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mi sce 11 aneous ........................................... . 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Di sci p Ii nary matter: 

Attorney disciplinary .................................... . 
Total •••••••••••••••• ; •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal: 
C1 vii: 

Petition of leave to appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
PetitiGn for public interest [Rule 302(b)] motion •••••••• 

Total civil ............................................... . 
Cri .. inal: 

Petition for leave to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition for public interest [Rule 302(b)] motion •••••••• 

Tota 1 crimi nal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Other proceeding5: 
Rehearing requests: 

Petition for rehearing 

Total other proceedings 

64 

4 
3 
1 

72 

37 

0 
5 
0 

16 
58 

66 
--r% 

3 
2 
a 
5 

1 
0 
2 

6 
13 

103 
a 

103 

111 
0 

III 
214 

227 

423 

N/A 

N./A 

Manner of disposition 
Full oplnlon •••••••••••••••• 231 
Supervisory orders •••••••••• 3 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

eeases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

(102)e 

( 14)e 
6 
a 
6 (1l6)e 

( 62)e 

( ole 
3 
0 

16 
19 ( 62)e 

81 
106 {17Bje 

38 

11 
49 

32 

35 
67 

15 
131 

625 
41 

666 

557 
1 

558 
1.224 
1,355 

1,461 

~ 

N/A 

6)e 

6)e 

7)e 

7)e 

13)e 

13)e 

(191)e 

91 

10 
3 
1 

105 

71 

0 
6 
a 
5 

82 

84 
271 

31 6)e 
5 

11 
47 6)e 

24 ne 
6 

33 
63 7)e 

11 
121 13)e 

505 (102)e 
26 ( 14)e 

531 (l16)e 

491 ( 62)e 
1 ( Ole 

492 ( 62)e 
1.023 (I78)e 
1,144 (191)e 

1,415 (191)e 

__ 6_5 

6S 

75 

8 
6 
a 

89 

28 

o 
2 
a 

27 
5; 

63 
209 

4 
3 
a 
7 

2 
2 
2 
6 

10 
23 

121 
1 

122 

115 
0 

115 
237 

--m 

469 

Petitions for leave to appeal, Rule 302(b) motions, and original action motions are counted as requests to appeal or original 
proceedings filings; when denied, a disposition is counted; when granted, the case becomes an appeal or original proceeding, 
but a new filing is not counted. When the appeal or original proceeding is concluded, a dispOSition is counted. The 
granted petitions and motions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts. 1980 Annual Report of the Supreme Court of Illinois (Chicago, Illinois: 
March 1981). Statistics ·are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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I Cases: 
Appeals: 

ILLINOIS APPELLATE COURT 
Intermediate appellate court 

5 districts, 34c judges 
January 1, 1980 to December 31, 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

Civil ........................................................ . 
Criminal ................................................... .. 2,338 

2,586 
-T,9N Tota 1 appea 1 s ................................................ . 

4.924 
Total cases ........................................................ 

1980 

Filed 

3,183k 
3,420k 

b,OM 

6,603 

Disposition of appeals 

Civil 

Disposed End 
pending 

3,113 2.407 
3,040 2,967 
6,153 S";3f4 

6,153 5.374 

Criminal Wi thout 0P1 01 on 
By opinion By order or order ~ Without opildon 

By opinion By order or order 
Affi rmed ................ 711 
Modified ................ 15 
Reversed •••••••••••••••• 112 
Affirmed in part and/or 

reversed in part ...... 170 
Reversed and remanded '" 311 
Remanded •••••••••••••••• 9 
Remanded with director 

for further proceeding 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••• 38 
Transferred ••••••••••••• 
Leave to appeal denied •• 
Confession of error ••••• 
Other dispositions •••••• 
Total .................... 1.366 

324 
6 

38 

30 
80 
4 

37 

519 

2 
1.140 

21 
56 
1 
71 

1,228 

1,035 
21 

150 

200 
392 
13 

2 
1,215 

21 
56 
1 
7 

3,113 

Manner of disposition 

Majority opinion ............ .. 
Per curiam .................. .. 

Civil 
-X 

X 
Rule 23 or'dar ............... .. 
Without opi ni o~ or ordel' ..... . X 

l,22a 

823 
8 

47 

102 
161 

6 

10 

1,157 

Criminal 
X 
X 
X 

592 

1,041 
11 
26 

108 
85 

6 

14 

1,291 

Total 
r.mm 

1m 
1.160m 
1,:)20 

Time interval data (months) 

Under Number of case~ 

Date of filing to date of disposition: 
Civil ........................................ . 
Criminal ..................................... . 

Date briefs filed to date of disposition: 
Civil ....................................... .. 
Criminal .................................... .. 

6 
~ 

989 
608 

1.457 
2.147 

6 to 12 
~ 
1.389 
1,422 

418 
233 

12 to 18 
months 

575 
745 

50 
28 

18 to 24 
months 

112 
197 

4 
4 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. -- = Not applicable. 
cJudge information: 

o 

17 
527 

3 
2 
6 

371 
592 

24 to 36 
months 

47 
63 

0 
1 

Over 
36 

month~ 

1 
5 

0 
1 

~ 

1,864 
19 
73 

210 
246 
12 

17 
551 

3 
2 
6 

37 
3,040 

In addition to the 34 regular judges, 4 retired judges and 9 circuit judges also served on this court by agreement during 1980. kAdditiona1 information: " 
Of the 3,183 civil appeals filed, 31 were cases which were reinstated during 1980. 
Of the 3,420 criminal appeals filed, 93 were cases which were reinstated during 1980. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: • 
Figures for the number of civil and criminal cases disposed without opinion or order were given py the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 

mlnformation on dispOSition type or trial data: 
There were 51 specially concurring, 142 dissenting, and 41 SUpplemental opinions filed in the court. 
The 2.148 majority and per curiam opinions disposed of 2,523 cases. 
Tne 1,760 Rule 23 orders disposed of 519 civil and 1,291 criminal cases. 

Source: Administrative Office of "the Illinois Courts. ~~~~~~~;:....;::.:."..~:....;:::::.t::.!..=;::::.,..:::.:::;:,-;,~.,.;.:.:..r::::,:.::.. 
March, 1981). Statistics are from the annual 
was supplied during data verification. 
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II,LINOIS CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of gener'al jurisdiction 

21 ci rl:uits, 302 ci rcuit and 270c associ ate judges 
January I, 191:10 to December 31, 1980 

~~~~'l1eglfnning· 
~= 

Civild; 
Law: 

------______ £.endiI19 Di sposed ____ pendi~_ 

Law S15,OOO and undar •••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 
Law over $l~,OOO ........................................... .. 

Total ••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claims ................................................. .. 
Real property rights: 

Emi nent doma in .............................................. . Equity: 
Chancery ••••••••••• , ••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••• Domestic relations: 
Marriage dissolution: 

Oi vorce ... ,. ....................... ,. .. '" '" ............. I •••••••• 
Other domestic relations: 

Family .................................................... . 
Total ....................................................... .. Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Probate ................................................... . 
Mental health ................................................. . Appeal: 

Appea 1 of admi ni strative ageJlcy case: 
Tax ......................................... , ............. . 
~lunicipill corporations .................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . Other ci vi 1 : 

Miscellaneous remedies ., ..................................... .. 

Total civil ...................................................... 
Criminal d: 

Felony ........................................................ . Misdemeanor: 
MJsderneanorsj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 
Conservation violations ..................................... . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ordinance violations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..•••••••• 

Total criminal . ................................................ . 
Traffic: 

Parki JIg: 
Parking tickets in Cook County ............................. .. 

Other traffic violation: 
Traffic violations .......................................... . 

Tota I tra ffi c 
•••••••••••• •••••••• t •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

JUlienile: 

Tota 1 juvenil e . ................................................ . 
Grand total 

90,34a f 
85,223 
175.571~ 
46,7i2r 

1,13H 

34,309 

37,501. 

28,209 
65,710 

86, ,)33 
1.916 

146,655 
517 

147,17t! 

6,132 

565,653 

19,399 

124,876 
N/A. 

124,8761 

~ 
144,27S j 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

16,S7;' 

182,398 
45,167 

227,565 
1!l3,036 

581 

29,560 

72,556 

40,210 
112.766 

34,591 
9,167 

117,716 
184 

117,900 

~. 

123.263 

41,348 

511,949 
11,349 

523,298 
84,594 

649,240 

3,701,546 

-kllidU 
6,452.663 

31,591 

148.349 
36,823 

185,172 
177.991 

620 

32,749 

71.699 

48.384 
120,083 

35,512 
9,340 

136,153 
108 

136.261 

._6,245 

703,973 

40,570 

509,357 
10,167 

519,524 
81,726 

641,820 

1.264,641 

2,701,893 

3,966,534 

---
29,997 

........ " ........................... ,., ............. , .. 726.905 i 7,856,757 5,342,324 

Ci vil : 
Law Sl,DOO to $15,000 ••• 
Law over $15,000 ••••••• 

Total ................. , .. . 
Criminal (fe1ony)m ..... .. 

Total ................... .. 

Cases terminated by ver(!rct: 
Law ••••••••••••••• ,/ ••• , •• to 

~ 

216 

832 
1,226 
2,058

1 1,557 
3,615 

Trial d 

Non-jury 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

3,3791 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 
N/A 

. N/A 
4,936 

N/A 

Time interval dat~ 

Crimina1(felony) disPositionsm 

Jury trial: 
Conviction ......................... . 
Acqui tta'l •••••••• 0<., .............. . 

Non-jury trial: 
Conviction ........................ .. 
Acquittal ......................... .. 

Plea of guilty ....................... . 
Reduced to misdemeanorm ••••••••••••••• 
Convicted of includeci misdemeanor ... .. 
Discharged at preliminary hearing .... . 
Other reduced or dismissed •••••••••••• 
Found unfit to stand trial •••••••••••• 

1 to 1-1/2 1-1/2 to 2 2 to 2-1/2 2-1/2 to 3 3 to 3-1/2 3-1/2 to 4 Over 4 
years _~ ,Years years' . j'(!ars ,years years 

209 
274 229 167 172 210 581 

124,8899 
93,7429 

218,6319 
51,8489 

1,1109 

31 t ii72~ 

35,6179 

21,1629 
56,7799 

iDO,6779 
1.7429 

lOd,9879 
4249 

lC5,4119 

_1,6539 

575,5239 

.19,8049 

140,6899 
N/,\ . 

140.68991 
~ 
160,4939i 

N/A 

-lilA 
N/A 

22,3829 

758,:;98~' 

Felony 

~.202 
355 

1,911 
1,468 

22.601 
4.554 

114 
3,167 

31.856 
439 

Average 
time 

elapsed 
~ 

35.2 

(continued 011 next page) 

255 



r 

I 
Illinois Circuit Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X s The data for this case type are known t~ be included in the total but were not available by category. 

CJudge information: 
Associate judges may hear all matters except criminal trials in which the defendant is charged with an offense punishable by 

more than one year imprisonment. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count for case10ad data is the number of informations, indictments, or com;J1aints. The criminal 

case unit of cou/'t for trial and type of disposition data is the number of defendants. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
These differences were caused by adjustments that were made by the court in the 1979 end pending counts. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
. Figures were adjusted by reason of a physical inventory. 
lData are not complete: 

Misdemeanors and grand tota 1 pendi ng fi gures do not i nc1 ude any conservati on vi 01 ati on cases. 
Criminal total pendings do not include pending cases for conservation violations, or ordinance violations. 

. Grand total pendings do not include pending cases for conservation violations, ordinance violations, and traffic cases. 
JExp1anation of data in the category: 

Filed includes cases that have been reinstated and transferred in and transferred out of the court's jurisdiction. Cases 
reinstated or transferred in are added to the original filings, while cases transferred out are subtracted. Post judgment 
and posttermination matters are not included. 

Misdemeanor cases include ordinance violations, conservation violations and preliminary hearings in felony cases in the 
Circuit Court of Cook County. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Criminal trials and criminal dispositions are for felony cases only. Trials in which the defendant was found guilty of a 

reduced charge were not included in the trial data, but are included in the "reduced to misdemeanor" figure. 
The unit of count in trial and disposition data is the number of defendants, unlike the unit of count in the other profile 

data. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts, 1980 Annual Report of the Supreme Court of I11i~ois (Chicago, Illinois: 
March, 1981). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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INDIANA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

I 
C~,-,il if ,h11(lunt is 
ArNter th"n $50. 

Crimin"llf sentence is 
!lre"ter th,'n 50 years. 

I 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Fin,,1 ,'ppell"li1 jurisdiction. Crimin,,1 

appe"ls with minimum pen"lty gre.1ter 
th,'n 10 )'eolrs. Civil ,1ppe"ls if ,1Inount 
in controversy is !lre,lter th"n $50. 

- Constitutlon"lit)' of st,lte or feder,'1 
st,lIule ,Ind h,lbe,ls corpus appe"ls, 
luising out llf crimin"I, ext r,lditiun, 
or ment.ll he"lth proceedinAs. 

, Ori!lin,,1 jurisdiction over .,dmission 
to the b.1r, pr,lctice 11f 1,1\',', ,1ttorne)' 
disdpline, and disb"rment; judici,11 
discipline, rcnlll\'"I. "nd retirenH'nt. 

I 
COURT OF APPEALS (4) 
13 judAes 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil ,In<l I'riminal ,1ppe"ls not heMd 

by Supreme Court. 
• Reviews fin,ll decisions of ,1dminis

Ir,ltive ,1g(,llciC'$. 

SUPERIOR COURT (92) 
89 jud!les 
Jurisdiction: 

CIRCUIT COURT (37) 
92. judges 

-LlI\" equity. Oumestlc relations 
Jurisdiction: 

,1 nd 501,111 d,lims in some "'eas. 
.Felonies, misdemeanors, prelimin,lr), 
hearinAs, some minor crimin~1. 

-Juvenile in some CIlunties. 

- L.lIV, equity. 
- Domestic rel,ltions ~nd prob,lte (except 

M,lriu/1 ,1nd Lake Counties). 

Appe"ls de novo. 

Jury tri,lls. 

COUNTY COURT (60) 
Mjud!les 
Jurisdiction: 
-Contr,let ,1I1d tort under 
$3,000. possessory ,1clions 
bctIVeenl,1I1dlllrd "nd ten,lnt 

,where rent dlles not exceed 
$500 per month, sn1.111 c/"ims. 

-Misdeme"nm. tr"ffic,local 
llrdinance Violations, critnin,,1 
with fine under $1,000 or 
sentence less th"n 1 year. 

Ju ry t ri"ls. 

CITY COURT (81) 
81 jlldr,es 
Jurisdiction v",ies: 
-Civil ,1ction under $500 
(I'arles to $2,500). 

-Misdeme,lnllrs with fine less 
th'1I1 $500 ,1nd sent.'nce less 
tl"," b months. 

-City ordinance vlol,ltiuns. 

Jury trials. 

Indicates route of ,'ppeal. 

- Felnnies, misdeme,lnors, prelimin"'y 
hearinAs, some minor crimir1.1l. 

Appeals de novo. 

Jury tri,115. 

PROBATE COURT (3) 
3 jud!les 
Jurisdiction: 
·In Marion, St. Joseph, and Vigo 
Counties 

-Exclusive jurisdiction in 
probate, adoptions, ,1nd 
gU'lI'dianship. 

-}uwnilc. 

Jury trl.lls In probate. 

TOWN COURT (25) 
25judAes 
Jurisdiction: 
-Ordinance viul,ltions, mis· 
deme,lnms with fine less th,'n 
$500 "nd/ur sentence less 
than b nlllnths. 

Jury trl"ls. 
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MUNICIPAL COURT 
OF MARION 
COUNTY 
15 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Law cases under $1:!,500. 
Landlord and tenant. 

,Misdemeanor,ordin"nce 
violations, ,Ind traffic with 
fine less th"n $1,000 ,1nd/or 
sentence less than 1 yeM. 
Prelimin,lI'Y hearin!ls. 

Jury trials, 

SMALL CLAIMS 
COURT OF MARION 
COUNTY (8) 
8 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil contract, tort, 
possession uf property, and 
lahdlord ,1nd tenant, under 
$1,500. 

-Surety of the pe.1ce 
proceedings. 

No jury trials, 

l 
Court uf 

last 
resurt 

Intermediate 
appellate 

c(1u\'l 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Cl\Urts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

~. 
\ 
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INDIANA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Di rect appea Is ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Civil after petitions to transfer granted ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal after petitions to transfer granted ••••••••••••••••• 

Tota I appea Is •••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Original actions ••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Writs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ; ••• 

Total .................................................... . 
Disciplinary matter: 
Discipli~ary cases ..................................... .. 

Tota I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil petitions to transfer ............................... .. 
CrIminal petitions to transfer •••••• , •••••••••••••.•••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota I other cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• 

Total cases ..................................................... . 

Other proceedi ngs: 
Other matters: 

Petitions for extension of time •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Speci a I judge matters ....................................... . 
Hearing officers in disciplinary matters ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ........................................ . 

Beglnr.lng 
pending 

x 
X 
X --x-

x 
0 
X 

X 
X 

0 
X 
X 

--x-

1091 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

Manner of disposition 

Majority opinion ............ .. 254 

Ori 9inal 
jurisdiction 

16 

Filed 

X 
66 
X 

X 
X 

223 
X 
X 
X 

646h( 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

23)ei 

Discipl inary 

o 

Disposed 

226 
21 

7 
254 

16 
66 
82 

0 
82 

200 ( 23le 
90 (N/A e 

290 ( 2311 
372 ( 23) 

626 

502 
766 
46 

1,314 

Total 

270 

23)ei 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

rnd 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

X 
0 
)( 

X 
X 

0 
X 
X 

--X 

129 

N/A 
tVA 
N/A 

N/ii 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Requests to appeal granted are not counted as dispOSitions until the appeal is disposed: the filing of the resulting appeal is 

not counted as a new filing. These granted requests to appeal cases are the numbers appearing in the parentheses. 
hFi gu re was computed: . 
. Total Filing figure was computed from total disposition and pending data. 
10ata are not complete: 

The number of criminal petitions to transfer granted was not available, and is therefore not included in the total appeals 
filed, total cases filed figures, requests to appeal disposed, total other cases disposed, or total cases disposed. 

lSpecial source or revision In data: 
The beginning pending total cases figure was obtained from the 1979 annual report where it was given as the end pending figure 

for the 1979 court year. 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1980 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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INDIANA COURT OF APPEALS 

Intermediate appellate court 
4 districts, 13 judges 

January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ............. .. 
Criminal ......................................... X 
et.her app;~ i ~; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X 

Expedited cases •••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals.. . •••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

•••• ' •• t ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Other cases: 

TRequlests to appeal................... • 
ota other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••• .............................................. 

Tota 1 cas~s ...................................................... 
600 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Mot!ons to dismiss/affirm •••••••••••• • 
Motlons, petitions for time, and mlsceiia~~~~;·~;ci~;;· ........ 

handed down ................. . Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
40 

Flledj 

478 
411 

48 
93T 

937 

156 

3,518 ...................................................... '" 

Total other proceedings 
-.1Q. 

40 
~ ......................................... 

3.674 

Disposed 

X X 
X X 

X X T,Tb6 3IT 

1,166 371 

170 26 

3,518 
~ ~ 
3,688 26 

Manner of disposition 

Opinion (majority) ............ 1,137m 
A2e of pending caseload (months) 

Order ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 29 Less than 3 months ••••••••••••••••• 
Between 3 and 6 months 
Between 6 and 9 months ••••••••••••• 
Over 9 months ••••••••••••• ......... , ........... ~, 

~~!~:a~~a~:a~i~~~ !~~~~~tin~~;m~~~~~lr!C~~~~ns U~~d by the CSIM prOject. 
X • The data for this case type are known to nbe In~lc~s~ fatefiory mayor may not be ha~dled by the court. 
-- = Not applicable. u e n t e total but were not avaIlable by category. 

jExplanation of data inclUded in the category' 
Filed cases are "fully briefed cases" f . d 
P'~nding cases are "fully briefed casesuo~h:~ h~v~\ the f~~r~ ~y the clerk's office. 

mlnf~rmation on dispOsition type or trial data' een e ut not disposed. 

1here we~e a total of 149 concurring and dissenting opinions filed in addition to the 1.137 majority opinions. 
Source: DiVISion of State Court Administration 1980 I d' . 

194 
44 
44 
89 

annual report except that totals have been com~u~:da KUdlcial Report (Indianapolis. Indiana). Statistics 
were necessary. are from the 
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INDIANA SUPERIOR COURT AND CIRCUIT COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
92 courts, 89 judges; 37 cirCUits, 92 judges 

January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Child: 
Small claims (County Court function)k •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oomestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Dissolution ............................................... . 
Redocketed dissolutions .................................. .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Estate: 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardi anshi p ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other estate: 
Probate/adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dther ci vi I • 

PI enary proceedi ngs ......................................... . 
Redocketed ci vi I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Plenary proceedin~s (Cnunty Court fUhction)k ••••••••••••••••• 
Redocketed civil (County Court function)k •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................. , ...................................... . 

Total ci vi I 

Criminal d: 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal (County Court f~nction)k •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. 
Redocketed criminal (County Court function)k ............... .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Criminal .................................................. ". 
Redocketed crill'inal ......................................... . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary hearing: . 

Other (County Court function)Jk ••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
Other crinlinal: 

Otherj ...................................................... .. 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Beglnmn9 
pending 

x 

26,926fh 

39,587fh 
66,513fh 

73,357fh 
21,943fh 

X. 
12,262rh 

X 

247,457fh 

6,63Dfh 
156fh 

6,786fh 

16,529fh 
1.379fh 

17,908fh 

733h 

3,693fh 

29,120fh 

Other traffic violations: 
Nonfelony traffic (County Court function)k ••••••••••••••••••• 13,100fh 

Tota I traffi c 13,100fh 

Juvenile: 

Filed 

40,192 

49,132 
29,837 
78,969 

4,386 

17,809 
22,195 

58,155 
16,880 
2,043 

21,486 
--2!L 564 

239,920 

22,743 
1,275 

24,018 

17,183 
2,830 

20,013 

4,157 

~ 

57,716 

113.533 

113,533 

Disposed 

40,166 

48,0.53 
27,111 
75,164 

3,147 

17 ,474 
20,621 

54,626 
13,353 

281 
18,792 
87,052 

223,003 

18,760 
1,234 

19,994 

16,889 
2,717 

19,606 

3,328 

-.!hlli. 
51,543 

107,180 

107,180 

Total juvenile 15,204fh 26,512 25,199 

Grand total 304,881fh 437,681 406,925 

Type of disposition 

Superior and Circuit Court 
Civi 1 Superior and 

Criminal ~ Otherm Total Ci rcuit Court 
Jury ............. --95'6 672 207 r,rn- Ili smi ssed ........... 52,140 
Non-jury •••••••• 'S 1,392 11,395 89,754 102,541 Guilty plea ......... 14,684 

Total ............. 2,348 12,067 89,961 104,376 Default . ............ 21,211 
Settled ............. 12,355 

Countl Court fUnction Closed .............. 6,294 
Small Cl vl1 Transferred ......... 1,330 

Criminal ~ ~ Otherm Total Venued out .......... 5,736 
Jury ............. 25 0 -W ---;g Traffic Violations 
Non-jury ......... 3,706 7,573 219 18,533 30,031 Bureau . ........... 

Total ............. 3,731 7,573 2i9 18,553 30,076 Failure. to appear ... 
Total trials ....... 6,079 7,573 12,286 108,514 134,452 Others . ............. 834 
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End 
pending 

19,027 

36,808 
22,795 
59,603 

28,165 

39,922 
68,087 

76,886 
25,470 

345 
14,956 

117,657 

264,374 

10,613 
197 

10,810 

16,823 
1,492 

18,315 

1,562 

4,606 

35,293 

19,453 

19,453 

16,517 

335,637 

County 
Court 

function Total 
24,023 "'lb,'1b! 
38,713 53,397 
17.718 38,929 
5.664 18,019 

6,294 
1,559 2,889 

92 5,828 

65,015 65,015 
1,197 1,197 

840 1,674 

1 

II 

.. 

j 

I 
I 
l 
I 
1 

I 
.1 
'I 

I 
J 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
-- ~ Not applicable, 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction 
On January I, 1979, the Criminal Court of Marion County and the Juvenile Court of Marion County were vested into a 

reorganized Superior Court. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations indictments or complaints. 

f A tri a lis counted if tri ed to verdi ct or deci s i on. ' , 
8egi~ning pending figure for the 19/J0 court .)'ear does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

FIgures are as calculated from data given in the annual report. 
hFigure was computed! 
. 8egin~ing pending figures were calculated from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 
JExplanatlon of data included in the catego~y: 

"Other" includes all matters. adjudicated in the court ~hat have not been specifically listed. These include probable cause 
heari ngs, petiti ons for wrl ts of habeas corpus, comml tment proceedi ngs wai ver n2ari ngs and i nforma I juvenile heari ngs It 
was determined from the data that many of these were probable cause ca~es when handled ~s a County Court function. The' 

k ':other': catego~y cases are listed as other criminal for the regular functions of the court. 
AdditIonal InformatIon: . 

Case categories identified as "county court function" are cases that were handled by the Superior Court or circuit Court, but 
are normally handled by the County Court. 

Cases filed include 5,186 cases ·venued in". 
mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

"Other" trials include data for trials in domestic relations, estate, traffic •. 1uvenile, public hearing, lind other criminal 
cases. 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1980 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

INDIANA COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

60 courts, 64 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Child: 
Small cl aims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vi 1 : 

Plenary proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Redocketed civil ............................. , ............. .. 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Total civi I ..................... ~ ... , ................................................... . 
Criminal d: 

Misdemeanor: 
Criminal .................................................... . 
Redocketed crimi nal .......................................... . 

Tota 1 ." ••.•..•••.••• :t' t •••••••••••• ~' •••••• , •••••••••••••••• " • " 

PrelimiQary·hearing: 
OtherJ •••••••••••• ,.0< ••••• "" ............................. .. 

Total criminal .............. <{ ••••••• <1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violatio~; 

Nonfelony traffic •• , ••••••••• "' ............................. . 

Total traffic ••••••••• " •••••••• '1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••• t" ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Trial d 

Civil: 
Small claims , ......... 
Plena.ry prOceGffin~ •• ~. 22 
Redocketed ci,jil : .... \. 

Tota 1 •.. ~ ••• \' I',f" "". ~ ,-" k ~ o· 22 
Criminal., •• ",.: ......... i41 

Trafffc .-~ r .. ", v',, ,-,,, .. 1,/'/; 

Otherm .\~~·.t;.,;,'~; .. '~' .. J/'r~ 
Tota 1 ""."., ':',!Ii : ' '-,f :- .. , {" 1'~;""" 

49 
212 

Non-j.\lrx 

13,255 
569 

7,144 
20,968 
4,131 
6,190 
1,511 

32,800 

~, 

13,255 
591 

7,144 
20,990 
4,272 
6,190 
1,560 

33,012 

BegInnIng 
pending 

24,\l28fh 

3,478fh 
19,484fh 
22.962fh 

46.990fh 

18,968fh 
301fh 

19,269fh 

-llifh 

t9,690fh 

47,443fh 

47,443fh 

114.123fh 

Filed Disposed End 
pending 

71,256 67,176 28,108 

5,261 3,901 4,838 
26,808 17,468 28,824 
32,069 21,36o:l 33,662 

103,325 88,545 61,770 

50,173 45,711 23,430 
936 943 294 

?1,109 46,654 23,724 

-.hill ~ -~ 
52,902 48,500 24,092 

207,438 194,306 60.575 

207,438 194,306 60,575 

363,665k 331,351 146,437 

Tlpe of disposition 

Plea ...................... " ,~. 90,064 
01 smi s sed ............ ,......... 46,234 
Default ........................ 28,649 
Traffic Violations Bureau •••••• 107,503 
Settled •••••••••••••••••••••••• 16,616 
Failed to appear ••••••••••••••• 7,630 
Transferred out •••••••••••••••• 1,427 
Venued out ..................... 314 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3,520 

--------.. ~,;." .... ~., ..... c-~_~--------_____________________________ _ 
{continued on next pagel 
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Indiana County Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are given as calculated from data contained in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was computed from filings, dispositions, and end pending data. 

jf-xplanation of data included in the category: 
"Other" criminal category includes all matters adjudicated in the court that have not been specifically listed. These include 

probable cause hearings, petitions for writs of habeas corpus, commitment proceedings, and waiver hearings. It was 
determined from the data that many of these were probable cause cases in the County Courts. 

kAdditional information: 
Th ree-l1undred-s i xty-fi ve of the fil ed cases were "venued in." 

minformation on disposition type or trial data: 
"Other" trials include data for trials in SEll clailllS, traffic, and preliminary hearing cases. 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1980 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals ha~e been computed where necessary. 

Civi 1: 

INDIANA CITY COURT AND TOWN COURT 
Court of ~7mited jurisdiction 

81 courts, 81 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

Ci vi 1 .......................................................... 
Tota 1 ci vil ..................................................... 

Criminal: 
Other criminal: 

Surety of the peace .......................................... 
Tota 1 cri mi na 1 .................................................. 

__ Oh 

Oh 

Grand total 
•••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••• r ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Civil and criminal dispositions 

Disposed by bench trial ••••••••••••••• 
Settled .............................. . 
Guilty Plea .......................... . 
Dismissed ............................ . 
Defaul t .............................. . 
Venued out .......................... .. 
Transf'lrred .......................... . 
Other ........................ '" .... .. 
Total ................................ . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

hFigure was computed: 

Filed 

!i9.067 

59.067 

2.400 

2,400 

51.467 

16.455 
2.195 
1.372 
6,958 

31.328 
684 
268 
566 

59.826 

Disposed 

57.427 

57,427 

2.399 

59,826 

end 
pending 

5.121 

5.121 

__ 1 

5.122 

Beginning pending figures were computed from filing, disposition. and end pending figures given in the annual report. 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1980 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis. Indiana). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MUNICIPAL COURT OF MARION COUNTY, INDIANA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 11 full-time and 4 part-ti~ judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Child: 
Law: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Redocketed ci vil ........................................... .. 
Other ....................................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminal d: 

Misdemeanor: 
Criminal .................................................... . 
Redocketed cri mi na 1 ......................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Tota 1 cri mi na 1 ................................................... 
Traffic: 

Other traffic violation: 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

4.742fh 
596fh 

3h 
5.341fh 

5.341fh 

20.020fl1 
o 

29.020fl1 

29.020fh 

Nonfelony traffic ............................................ 70.989fh 

Total traffic ................................................... 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••• J3S>' 
Redocketed civil ••••••••• 
Total ••••••• •••••••••••• 36 

Criminal ................... 86 
Traffic ................... . 

Other •••••••••••••••••••• 23 
Total ..................... 145 

Trial d 

Non-jury 
1.093 
5.335 
6.428 
6.727 
2,068 

403 
15.626 

Total 
l,'i29 
5.335 
6.464 
6.813 
2.068 

426 
15.771 

70.989fh 

105.350fh 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
-- ~ Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Filed 

13.100 
11.081 

2 
24.183 

24.183 

50.245 
64 

50.309 

50.309 

91.012 

91.012 

165.504k 

Disposed 

13.093 
8.037 

5 
21.135 

21.135 

3;',443 
64 

37,507 

37.507 

88.419 

88,419 

147.061 

Type of disposition 

Guilty plea ................... . 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Default •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Traffic Violations Bureau •••••• 
Settled •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Transferred out •••••••••••••••• 
Venued out ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

A civil case is counted with the fiiing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations. indictments. or complaints. 
A trial is counted If tried to verdict or decision. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court ye3r does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are given as calculated from data contained In the annual report. 

hFlgure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was computed from filing. disposition. and end pending data. 

KAdditiona1 Information: 
Twenty-one of the filed cases were "venued in." 

64,305 
49,424 
8.570 
6,985 

661 
o 

76 
1.269 

End 
pending 

4.749 
3.640 

o 
8.389 

8.389 

41.822 
o 

41,822 

41.822 

73,582 

73.582 

123,793 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1980 Indiana JUdicial Report (Indianapolis. Indiana). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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IN~IANA PROBATE COURT 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
3 courtsb, 3 judges 

January I, 19BO to December 31, 1980 

Civild: 
Law: 

Civil plenary ............................................... . 
Redocketed ci vi] ............................................ . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Estate: 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardianship .............................................. . 

other estate: 
Probate/adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 
other ci vil ................................................... . 

Total civil 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenil e 

Grand total 

Civil and juvenile 

Trial i 

Jury 

Oi 

t\on-jury 

5,836 i 

Total 

5,836 i 

Begl ~nl ng 
pending 

599fh 
Oh 

599fh 

5,802fh 

5,155fh 
10,957fh 

---.ill..fh 

12,273fh 

1,259fh 

13,532fh 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

bparticu1ar court or reporting system information: 
The three courts are located in Marion, St. Joseph, and Yigo Counties. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

Filed 

833 
o 

833 

1,146 

3,990 
5,136 
~ 

6,871 

1,583 

8,454 

Disposed 

739 
0 

739 

1,038 

4,269 
5,307 
-lli 
6,578 

1,263 

7,641 

Civil and juvenile dispositions 

Dismissed ........................ .. 
Settled ........................... . 
Closed ........................... .. 
Yenued out ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as calculated from filings, dispositions, and end pending data given in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
. End pending figure was computed from the filing, disposition, and beginning pending data. 
lData are not complete: 

Disposition tables include cases from Marion and St. Joseph Counties only. 

End 
pendir.g 

693 
0 

693 

5,910 

4,876 
10,786 
1,087 

12,566 

1,579 

14 ,145 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1980 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

SHALL CLAIMS COURT OF HARION COUNTY, INDIANA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

8 courts, 8 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data for cases handled in the Small Claims Court of Marion County Court for 1980. 
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IOWA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
q jus lice, 
Juri.dill,,'": 
• AI'P('.li> .1> uf righl in .,11 C.l~(·S fnlm 

District Court ('\l'ept real estate 
under $1.(100 orded.i,'ns nil snhll1 
claims ,'ppl.'"Is. 

/;/ 
~------------------~~ 
COURT OF APPEALS* 
5 judges 
Junsdi~tiol1: 
- Appe,'I~ .1nd Ori!:i'hll prn(cedin!:s 

tr.lnsfptrcd by Ihe Suprenw Court 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
Q2 Judgl't
Juri.J,lIHlI1: 
- C;l\IH~r.,1.1nd urigin.,1 ri\'il, prub,lte. 
- CN'C'\lJ.ll1d origin.,J nll"in.,J 
... Juvl\nill', 
Appe.lls do:- nov\l.uld on re((lrd, 

Jury Iri.lb, 

InQIe"les tr.1I1sft'f of t·as~s. 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
13 districl associ.lle ;ud!\es 
17 regular full-time magistrates 
'I substituIe full-lime magistrates 

Jurisdiction, . 
- Civil.,ction; $3,000 or less, 5m.,11 

d,lims $'1,000 or leso, Forcible enlry 
.'nd delain,·,. except titlt, ttl property. 

• Misdcmc,1IlOl's, indkt.lble misde
me,lnors, 1l\1Il-indict.lbJe O1isd,·
mNI10rS, including lr.lffic .1nd 
ordin,lnce vio)"lions. 
Prt'iimi'l<1ry he,Hings, 

• Juvenile, 

Six-per.nn Jury In"ls in ~i",ple mis
de1111',1I1Or (nnn-indictable) C.lses. 

No iury Iri.lls in sm,lll d,lims. 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
166 part-lime m.lgistrates 
Jurisdiclion: 
- 501,111 rI.lims $1,000 Ill' less. FordbJ,· 

entry "nd det.liner ,'\cept title tn 
property • 

• N",,·il1dictable misdeme.lI]llrinduding 
tr.lffic .1nQ (lrdin.lnee viol.Hinns (fine 
Ilut to exceed $100 or "entenee ,wI 
tn exceed 30 days imprisonl1ll'nll. 

N" Jury Iri.lb in sl1",1I d.lims, 
!ury trill'S in trimin.ll (',lse$. 

'C"url or APpc.1Js b"!lM1 hC.\rin!l or"lo1I'!lunwnls and dcddin!l {\,~~S in J.,11llary. 1 Q77. 
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IOWA SUPREME COURT 

Court of last resort 
9 justices 

January 1, 1980 to December 31, 1980 -End Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Cillil: 
Contracts ................................................. . 
Contested child custody ••••• : ••••• : •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations not involvlng chl1d custody ••••••••••••• 
Property ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• :::::::::::::: 
Taxati on ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tort ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trust estates. '''ill s •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other' .................................. : ................. .. 
Direct appeals from final judgments in clv;l cases ••••••••• 
Writ of certiorari granted ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Interlocutory appeal granted •••••••• : •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disposition by order or other mode prl0r to formal 

submission to the court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ...................................................... . 

cr~~~~~~: plea only ...... : ................................... . 
Guilty plea and sentenclng only •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other .............................. : •••• :.: ............... . 
Direct appeals fro~ final judgments ln crlmlnal cases •••••• 
Writ of certiorari granted •••••••••• : •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disposition by order or other mode prl0r to formal 

submission to the court ................................. . 
Total ..................................................... .. 

Postconviction remedy: 
Postconviction relief ..................................... . 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Administrative law ........................................ . 

Total appeals ............................................... .. 
Other cases: 

Original proceedings: 
Di sci p 1f nary: 

Lawyer disciplinary proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Request to appeal: 

Civil: . . 
Petition for writ of certlorarl •• i.n.t.e.r.l.o.~~t~~y .. ~~ii~g .. ::: Petition for permission to app:al 
Petition for discretionary reVlew •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................... . 
Criminal: . . 

Petition for writ of certl0rar~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition for discretionary reVlew •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................................... .. 
Total ...................................................... . 

Sentence review only: 
Sentencing only •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 other cases ............................................. . 

Tota 1 cases ............ " ....................................... .. 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Rehearing requests: 
Application for further review •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Motions and orders ....................................... .. 

Total ...................................................... .. 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
-----x 

x 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
---x 

968 

01 
__ 0 

o 

X 42 
X 16 
X 8 
X 15 
X 4 
X 34 
X 9 
X 26 
X 

771k 
X(20)e 919 

X 4 
X 3 
X 68 

(4)e 

328k 
X (4)e 403 

15 8 

X 31 
X (23)e Tl....,.3.,;6~1--

X 4 

X 29 !X)e 
X 80 X)e 
X 26 '1()e 
X 135 h)e 

X 9 (X)e 
X 55 (x)e 
X 64 (X)e 
X 199 (X)e 

X 9 
X 212 (23)e 

1.620 (23)e 1,573 (23)e 

156h 157 
4,220 4.220 

4.376 4.377 

Manner of disposition ---------------- Disposition of cases l 

Chflm 
Si gned opi ni on ............ ~ 
Per curiam •••••••••••••••• 13 

Criminal m Disciplinary 
12' 4 
121 0 

Total opinion ••••••••••••• 187 84 4 

Status of pending caseload 

Civil- Cril'llinal lll Total 
In work .... ............ ...... .. 1i33 424 ssr-
Ready ........................ .. 67 33 100 
Assigned to justices 

for submission ••••••••••••••• 20 
Out to justices (submitted) .... 24 

9 
19 

29 
43 

Total 
250 

25 
275m 

266 

Signed or per curiam 
opinionl : 
Affirmed ............... 
Reversed ••••••••••••••• 
Reversed Court 
of Appeals •••••••••••• 

Combination or 
modification •••••••••• 

Lawyer 1 i cense 
suspended ••••••••••••• 

Other .................. 
Without opinion: 

Transferred to 
Cou rt of Appea 1 s ...... 

Consolidations ••••••••• 
Dismissal or withdrawal 

prior to submission •• 
Other dismissal •••••••• 

Ap~als 
Clvllm Crlmlnalm Total 

fl6 49 135 
58 23 81 

6 7 

28 6 34 

4 0 4 
9 5 14 

344 116 460 
12 12 24 

255 55 310 
126 132 258 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
-X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
--X 

1.0299 

o 
o 
o 

Discipli-
nar.\': 

--

4 
0 

0 

0 
0 

r i 
I 

Ii 
l 
I 
t 
I , 
': I 
1 
I 

I 
1 
1 
:{ 
I 

j 

\1 

! 

I 
I 

Ii ~ 
I 

)' I 

I 
, 
'1 
'j 

i , 
I 

II 

~ 

i 
H 

I 
I 
I 

Time interval datal (average months) 

Notice of appeal to readiness •••••••••• 
Readiness to submission •••••••••••••••• 
Submission to filing of decision ••••••• 
Notice of appeal to decision ••••••••••• 
Ready for submission to opinion •••••••• 

Civil n 
7r 

3.3 
1.9 

12.8 
5.2 

Priori~n 
6.7 
2.7 
1.6 

11.0 
4.3 

Criminal n 
--g:s-

2.8 
2.0 

14.6 
4.8 

All 
B.2 
3.1 
1.9 

13.2 
5.0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X • The date for this case type ar~ known to be included in the total but were not available by category. -- • Not applicable. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Petitions for writ of certiorari and petitions for permission to appeal interlocutory ruling when granted are not counted as a 

dispOSition. The resulting appeal is not counted as a new filing. and is counted as a disposition only when the appeal is 
disposed. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in the parentheses. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
Applications for futher review filed figure was computed from pending and disposed figures. 

kAdditional information: 
Cases transferred to the Court of Appeals by the Supreme Court are not included in cases listed as disposed prior to formal SUbmission to the court. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Figures for the number of appeals filed, the number of civil and criminal opinions written and their contents, and time 

interval data werr. supplied by the clerk of the court dUring data verification. 
mlnformation on dispOSition type or trial data: 

The civil category for manner of disposition, dispOSition of cases, and status of pending cases data includes civil appeals, 
postconviction relief, and appeal of administrative agency cases. 

The criminal category for manner of disposition. dispOSition of cases, and status of pending cases data includes criminal appeals and sentence review only cases. 
In addition to the 275 majority opinions there were also 23 dissents and 15 concurences filed. 

nlnformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 
Pri ority ci vil i ncl udes postctlnvi cti on reli ef and contested child custody cases. 

Source: Admi ni strator of the Judi ci al Department, 1980 .~nnual Statistical Report (Des Moi nes. Iowa: 1981). Stati sties are from 
the court report except that totals have been computed Where necessary; and additional information was supplied by the clerk cf the court during data verification. 

=---------------------------------------------------------------------------------~------~ 
IOWA COURT OF APPEALS 

Intermediate appellate court 
5 judges 

January 1, 1980 to Decembe~ 31. 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil : 
Contracts ................................................................................................ .. 
Contested chil d custody ................................... . 
Domestic relations not involving child custody ••••••••••••• 
Property .................................................. . 
Taxat ion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tort .................................................................................................... .. 
Trust. estates, wills ..................................... . 
Other .................................................................................... " .................. .. 
Disposition by order ...................................... . 

Total .......................................................................................... t ..... t 

Criminal: 
Guilty plea only ......................................... .. 
Gui'lty plea and sentencing only .......................... .. 
Other ..................................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Postconviction remedy: 

Postconviction relief ..................................... . 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Administrative law •••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 appea 1 s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
. Sentence review only: 

Sentenci ng only •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases .. , ........... " .................................... " 
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Begl nm n9 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
l( 

X 
1(. 

52J 

X 
X 
1(. 

24.1 

(j) 

-ill 
76j 

(j) 
\JT 

76 

Filed Disposed tna 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X • 

939J 

X 35 
X 44 
X 81 
X 26 
X 3 
X 34 
X 14 
X 16 
X. 7 

344J 260 

X 
X 
X . 

469J 

X 3 
X 2 
X. 82 

116J 87 

(j) 10 (j) 

-ill -1l -ill 
460j 390 1399j 

(j) 
\JT 

(j) 7 
\JT --7 

460 397 139 

(continued on next page) 
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Iowa Court of Appeals (continued) 

Manner of disposition Disposition of cases l 

Civil m 
Si gned opi ni on ••••••••• , .ggr 

Criminal m 
351 

Total 
134 

256 
Signed and per curiam opinion: 

Civil m £.r~m Total 

Per curiam •••••••••••••• 1971 
Dismissed by order •••••• X 

591 
X 7 

Affi rmed ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Combination or modification •••••• 

Time interval data (average months) 

Ready for submission to opinion 
Civil 
4:1r 

Priority ci vil n 
4.8 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Criminal All 
4.8 4.8 

X '" The data for this case type are known to be included "in the total but were not available by category. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
" Data are as reported in the annual report. 
JExp1anation of data included in the cate90ry: 

174 
59 
63 

Civil appeals filed and pending include appeal of administrative agency and postconviction remedy cases. 
Criminal appeals filed and pending include sentence review only cases. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

74 
17 

3 

248 
76 
66 

Information on the division of cases disposed by opinion and the contents of those opinions were supplied by the clerk of 
the court during data verification. 

minformation on disposition type or trial data: 
The civil category for manner of disposition and disposition of cases data includes civil appeals, postconviction remedy, and 

appeal of administrative agency cases. 
The criminal category for manner of disposition and dispOSition of cases data includes criminal appeal and sentence review 

only cases. 
nInformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 

Priority chil includes postconviction relief and contested child custody cases. 

Source: Court Administrator of the Judicial Department. 1980 Annual Statistical Report (Des Moines. Iowa: 1981). Statistics are 
from the annual report except that totals have been comput~d where necessary, and additional informatior. was supplied by 
the clerk of the court during data verification. 
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IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

8 districtsC 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Child: 
Small clilims: 

Small claims (associate judges and regular 
mag'istrates ass i gned) ..................................... . 

Small claims (substitute and part-time magistrates assigned) • 
Small. claims (docket maintained by the clerk) .............. .. 

TotalJ ....................................................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Other domestic relations: 
Termination of parental rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Family in need of asssistance •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

t:state: 
Probate/Wills/intestate: 

Estate openedk ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship and conservatorship openedk ••••••••••••••••••• 
Trusteeships openedK ...................................... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ........................................... , ............ . 

Other ci vil : 
Regular civil (district judges) ........................... '" 
Regular civil (aSSOCiate judges. substitute and 

regular magistrates) ...................................... . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Total ci vil 
Crfmfnal d: 

, ................................................... . 

Felony: 
Regular criminal (district judges)jk ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hi sderneanor: 
Regular criminal (associate judges and regular 

full-time and substitute judicial magistrates)j~ ••••••••••• 
Nonindictable statek •••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary hear1ng: 

Preliminary examination (associate judges and regular 
magistrates) .............................................. . 

Preliminary examination (substitute and part-time 
magi strates) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Ordinance violation: 

Nonindictable ordinancek ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal k ................................................ . 
Traffic: 

Other traffic violation: 
~qnlndictable statek ........................................ . 
NOh \ '1d; dab 1 e ordi nancek ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Beg1nn1ng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

ilIA 

II/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

X 
46.828f 

61,050fi 

13,622f j 

(j) 
15,200f 

X 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

48,368f 

77 ,190fi 

Total traffic ............................................ ~...... 13,783f 

Juvenile: 
Criminal type offense ......................................... . 
Status offense ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other juveni Ie •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••••••• 

Total jl!venile 

Grand tQta I 

Trial d 

Civil : 
Non-jur~ fotal 

Small claims 12,056 12,056 
Estate •••••••••••••• '( 310 317 

N/A 
N/A 

-lYA 
N/A 

152,023fi 

Filed 

15.295 
14,584 
82.208 

112,081 

1,002 
49 

1,051 
1,051 

18,811 

3,805 
836 

4,641 
23,452 

57,404h 

1,038 
58.442 

195,032 

18,135hj 

17,534 
61,717 
79,251 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

68.865 

166,2511 

96.298 
65,157 

161.455 

161,455 

3,634 
1,839 

__ 3_9 

5,512 

528.2501 

Disposed 

15,222 
14,859 
81,831 

111,912 

977k 
(j) 'k 
9771 
977ik 

17,717 

3,624 
505 

4,129 
21,846 

52,799 

955 
53.754 

188,4891 

17,448j 

16.811 
64,7119 
81,500 

1,022k 

1,332k 
2,354 

77 .340 

178,742 

95,153 
63,971 

159.124 

159.124 

X 
X 

___ X 

3.944j 

530.299 

End 
pending 

682 
751 

12,964 
14,397 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

X 
51,516 

65,9139 i 

15.032j 

(j) 
12,128 

X 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

39,893 

67.0539i 

8,519 
7,595 

16,114 

16,114 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

149.0809i 

Age of pending caseload (12/31/80) 

90 
days or 
~ 

3-18 
~ 

Over 
18 

months 

Other rivil ••••••••• 46~ 5.981 
Total •••••••••••••••• 469 

Criminal: 
18,347 

6,443 
18.816 

Regular civil 12,921 28.586 
Regular criminal •••• 7.155 5,352 

lO,009 
2,525 

Felony.............. 554 
Misdemeanor ••••••••• ~29 
Ordinance violation. 45 

Total ................ 928 
Traffic: 

i Other traffi c 
~i violation......... 284 
Graqd total •••••••••••• 1.681 

1,056 1,610 
3,i.32 3,461 
2,654 2,699 
6,842 7,770 

13,476 13,760 
38,665 40,346 
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Tillie interval datah 

Under 

Age at disposition: ~ 
Probate/wills/intestate / •• 8,858 

1 to 3 
~ 

6,024 

Over 3 
~ 

2,835 

(continued on next page) 
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I 
Io\~a District Court (continued) 

Boldface headings inaicate thp. classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included In the total but were not available by category. -- = Not applicable. 

cJudge information: 

Data include cases handled by 92 district and 13 district associate judges, 17 regular full-time, 9 substitute full-time, and 166 part-time magistrates. ' 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial (contested) is counted when the first witness is Sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
The di sparity between ~h(;se fi gures is due to inventory correct; ons. 

gChange in pend; ng does /lot equa I the difference between fil; ngs and di sposit Ions: 
h Figures are as reported in the annual report. 
Figure was computed: 

Time interval data were estimated from percentages given in the annual report. lData are not complete: 

Domestic relations and total civil dispositions do not inclUde family in need of assistance cases. 
Total civil pending does not include domestic )~lations or estate data. 
Grand total pending does not include do~sti~ relations, estate, preliminary hearing or juvenile data. 

. Total crimili:~,1 ~:", gr~ild total fileil figures do not include preliminary hearing cases. 
JExplanation of ;~~; •. included In the category: 

Small c1ai~'i hltat includes cases handled by the clerk. The cases are not listed as filed or pending in the "by clerk" 
categqry ~~cause the cases are filed as regular cases and not as cases to be specifically disposed by the clerk. 

Regular crimirlal cases handled by the district judges include felonies and appeals. 
Feliony pending is the total for all regular criminal categories (felony. appeal, indictable misdemeanor). 
I-lh;demeanor ("egular criminal) pending cases are included in the felony (regula~ criminal) data. 
DOIll!.~stic /"f':(at;ions disposed figure fer family in need of assistance is included in disposition figures for juvenile data. kAdditiOl'a! information: 

In ~,d,{ition to the total criminal data, there were 564 search warrants and 694 seized property hearings handled by district 
associate judges, regular fUll-time magistrates, and substitute full-time magistrates; there were 929 search warrants and ~59 seized property hearings handled by part-time magistrates. 

Estate, guardianship and conservatorship, trusteeship, and regular criminal (felony) cases are handled by district judges only. 
PI"eliminary t)earing cases were disposed of by associate judges and regular magistrates. 
Nonindictabl~ state and nonindictable ordinance cases are handled by district associate judges, regular full-time, substitute full-time, and part-time magistrates. 
Other domestic relations and juvenile cases disposed represent the number of cases closed by formal hearing. 

Source: Court Administrator of the Judicial Department. 1980 Annual Statistical Report, Iowa Judiciary (Des MOines, Iowa: 1981). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computea where necessary. 
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KANSAS COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive .1ppellate jurisdiction in 

Class A and B felonies .lnd sentences 
with a maximum of life. 

- Exclusive original jurisdictiun in .lny 
suit in I.,,\, ur equity. and any 
controversy rel.,ting to the .1Ppor
tiunment Ilf represent.,tion in the 
st.,te legisl.,ture. 

- Exclusive .lppellate jurisdiction in cases 
where.l st,ltute of Kansas or of 
the United StMes has been held 
uncollstitution,ll. 

- Appellate jurisdictiOIl by right of 
constitUtion.ll issues previllusly 
decided by the Couit uf Appeals. 

- Discretionary "ppellate jurisdiction 
over ,111 decisions made by the Court 
of Appe"ls, 

COURT OF APPEALS 
7 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- All "ppeals from District Court except 

those revieW,lble by the District 
Court or in which direct "ppe"l tu the 
Supreme Court is possible. 

- Writs of h"beas curpus. 

DISTRICT COURT (29) 
70 district. 64 associ,1te district. and 
76 district magistr,lte judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Gener"l origin"l jurisdiction in all civil 

matters unless provided by law. 
- Generai origin"l jUrisdiction in all 

crimil",l matters unless prvviued by 
Jaw. 

- Juvenile jurisdiction. 
- Appe"ls by District Magistrate judge 

C,lses may be heard by District and 
Assuci,lte District jUdges. 

- Appe"ls from Municip"J Court ,lnd 
Administr"tive Agencies. 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
(~ 384) 
~ 356 judges 

j.urisdictil1n: 
- City ordinance vlol"tiOi1S (less th,'n 

one year Imprisll!lmentl including 
traffic. 

Nu lury trials. 

Cuurt 
of last 
resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

cl1urt 

Coul'tl1f 
general 

jurisdiction 

Cl1urt I1f 
limited 

juri,dictll1n 

{ 
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KANSAS SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July I, 1979 to JUne 30, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Deg1 nm ng 
pending 

Civil ••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Criminal ..................................................... X 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Workmen I s compensati on ...................................... X 
Total appeals ................................................. ,. -Wl 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : •••••• 
Mandamus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other wri ts ............................................. . 

Total ................................................... .. 
Disciplinary .............................................. . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Petitions for review Court of Appeals decisions •••••••••••• 
Total other cases ........................................... .. 

Tota 1 cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Motions for rehearing ....................................... . 
Other matters: 

Motions ..................................................... . 

Total other proceedings ........................................ .. 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
ilIA 
N/A 

N/A 
IfTA 

207i 

0 

0 

---0 

Filed 

(X)e 
(X)e 

X (xle 
208 (20)" 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

41 

161 
202 

410 (20)e 

X 

794 

-m 

Disposition of appeals 

Civil Criminal Agency Total 

By opinion: 
Affirmed 10 ••••••••••••• X 178 X 178 
Reversed .............. X 16 X 16 
Affirmed in part, 

revi sed in part ..... X 27 X 27 
Dismissed ............. X 7 X 7 

Without opinion: 
Voluntary dismissals .. X 18 X 18 
Dismissals by court ... X 12 X 12 

Granted ................. 
Denied .................. 
Publ ic censure .......... 
other ................... 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
II/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are not available. 

Disposed 

x 
X 

X 
288 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

19 

129 
148 

436 

X 

794 

-m 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = 1,Iot applicable. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

(20)e 
(20)i! 

(20)e 

End 
pending 

x 
X 

X 
-mtr 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

22 

12 
---r.r 

149 

0 

0 

---0 

Petitions for review of Court of Appeals decisions when granted are. not counted as disposed cases until the resulting appeal 
is disposed; a new filing is not counted for the resulting appeal. These granted petitions for revfew are the numbers 
appearing in parentheseS. 

hFigure was computed: 
The number of appeals pending at the end of the year was calculated using total other cases, and total cases pending at the end 

of the year. 
iOata are not complete: 

Total cases beginning pending do not include original proce~dings or requests to appeal. 
lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

The number of appeals pending at the beginning of the year was supplied by the administrative office of the court. 

Source: Office of the Judicial Administration, Annual Report on the Courts of Kansas, 1979-1980 Fiscal Year (Topeka, Kansas: 
December, 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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KANSAS COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate Appellate Court 

7 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal .................................................... . 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Ori gi na 1 proceedi ngs ........................................ . 
Requests to appea 1 ......................................... .. 

Tota lather cases ............................................ . 

Tota 1 cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Motions for rehearing 
Other matters: 

Beg1 nm ng 
pendi n9 

X 
X 

645 

645 

o 

Motions III....... ... .... .... ........... ............. ..... ...... 0 

Total other proceedin~s ......................................... 0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Filed 

X 
X 

----m-

916 

X 

3,211a 

3,211 

Disposed 

X 
X 

-m 

729 

8lank space ~ Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

---s32 

832 

a 
__ 0 

o 

Source: Office of the Judicial Administration, Annual Report on the Courts of Kansas, Fiscal Year 1979-1980 (Topeka, Kansas: 
December 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where np,cessary. 
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KANSAS DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction . 

70 district. 64 associate district. and 76 district magistrate Judges 
July 1. 1979 to June 30. IS80 

29 districts: 

Child: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Auto negl i gence .......................................... . 

Professional tort: 
Medical negligence ....................................... . 

Product liability tort ............... · ............ •••••••••• 
Other tort: 

Property damage .......................................... . 
Other tort ....................... , ...................... .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
Total ...................................................... .. 

Contract ..................................................... . 
Sma.ll clailllS ................................................. . 
Real property rights: 

Personal property ......................................... .. 
Real property ............................................. .. 

Total ....................................................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce, annulment, or separate maintenance ••••••••••••••• 

Support/custody: 
U.R.E.S.A. inward ........................................ . 
U.R.E.5.A. outward ................................. " ............. " ..... .. 

Total ..................................................... . 
Adoption ................................................... . 
Other domestic relations ................................... . 

Total ....................................................... . 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Decedents estates ....................................... .. 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardianship/conservatorship estates •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trusts ................................................... . 

Total ..................................................... . 
Other estate: 

Determination of descent •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Miscellaneous probate actions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................... ••••••• .. •• .. •••••••••• .. ••••• .. • 
Total ........................ ••••••••• .. •• .. • .. • .... ••••• .. •• 

Mental health: 
Mental health treatment proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Alcohol treatment proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... . 
Appeal ...................................................... . 
Extraordinary writ: 

Special writs .............................................. . 
Other civil: 

Other regular civil ........................................ . 

Total civil ................................................... . 
Crillinald: 

Felony ....................... ••• .. ••••••• .. •• .. •••• .. •• .. ••••• 
Misdemeanor ................................................. .. 
Appeal ....................................................... . 

Total criminal ........................ • •• ••••••• .. • .. •••••••••• 
Traffic: 

DWI/DUI: 
Driving while intoxicated ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other traffic violation: 
Other tra ffi c .............................................. . 
Juvenile traffic ..................... •• .... ••••• .. •••••• .. .. 

Total ...•.. " ...... ".t .. " ........... t ...... ill ..... " ....... ····"··,, .. ····,,· .. 

Total traffic ................................................ .. 
Juvenile: 

CriMinal-type offense: 
Delinquent •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Status offense: 
Miscreant .. " ................................ " ...................... , ............. "" •••. 
Wayward or truant .......................................... . 

Total .... " ••.• ".""".,,··········· .. ·,,",,··,,·····,, , ............... . 
Non-offense: 

Dependent/neglected ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other juvenile: 

[nformal juvenile .................... ••••• .. •••••••• .. ••• .. • 

Total juvenile ................................................ . 

Grand tota 1 It •••••• , •••••••• It ••••••••••••••••••••••• " •••••••••••• 

Begl om ng 
pending 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

N/A 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

II/A 
Xf · 

9,433 1 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
II/A 

X 

X 

__ X 

33,952fi 

4,197f
fj
J 

4,368 
-ill 

8,565f 

N/A 

II/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

II/A 

N/A 
N/A 
II/A 

N/A 

--.!i!.A 
N/A 

4D.370fi 
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Disposed 

1,396 X 

166 X 
126 X 

810 X 
1,940 X 
3,750 X 
5,438 X 

37,849 X 
15,045 N/A 

1,441 X 
8,788 X 

10,229 X 

20,645 X 

1,804 X 
1,64~ X 
3,447 X 
2,156 N/A 
1,764 X 

28,012 25,604i 

6,182 5,076 

2,400 1,050 
365 ~55 

2,765 1,205 

1,963 1,963 
1,926 1,926 
3,889 3,889 

12,836 10,170 

2,048 N/A 
935 N/A 

2,983 N/A 
234 X 

271 X 

4,140 __ X 

117,037 89,622i 

10,944 11,310j 
14.984 17,821j 
~ -ill 

26.9B4 29.131 

4,374 X 

269,330 X 
292 357 

269.622 __ X 

273,996 267,919 

4,373 X 

5.271 X 
2,327 X 
7,59B X 

2,206 X 

14,741 -.!JJ1. 
28,918 12. 0051 

446.935 3~e;~77i 

End 
pending 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

N/A 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

N/A 
X 

9,685i 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

X 

X 

38,517i 

3,831~ 
2, 587J 
-ill 

6.418 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 
N/A 

44,935i 

I 
! 
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1 
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Contested trial d Crfmfnal disp'ositlons 

Jury Non-jurym ill!L 
/ Pl eas of gui lty .................. 'c' ••••• 

F5l3~m Mlsde.eanorm Total 
, 9, 482 l4.8OT 

Civil : 
Regular cfvflJ ••••••• 

Trial convictfonsm ............... / ...... . 444 551 995 
Trial acquittalsm ••••••••••••••••••••••• 172 207 379 401 3,223 3,624 

Domestfc relatfonsJ 2,731 2,731 Dismissed by prosecutorm ................ . 3,315 4,790 8,105 
Total ................. 401 5,954 6.355 Di smf ssed by judgem .................... . 684 1.004 1,68B 

Crfminal: Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,403 1.818 3,221 
Felonym •••••••••••••• 446 137 
Hi sdemeano'" ••••••••• 99 628 

Totalm ................ 545 765 
Trafffcm ............... 119 5,980 

Grand total . ............ 1,065 12.699 

Traffic dispositionsm 

Pleas of guilty •••• 218.693 
Bond forfeiture •••• 27.965 
Dismissed •••••••••• 14.805 

583 
727 

1,310 
6,099 

13,764 

Civfl dispositions 

Regular Domestic 
Civilj relationsj Total 

Dismissals ........ . 
Uncontested •••••••• 
Total contested •••• 
Other •••••••••••••• 

Age of pend'lng caseload (6/30/80) 

1B;185 
25,722 
6,626 
2,715 

6,591 
12,366 

5.374 
1,273 

25,376 
38,088 
12,000 
3,988 

6 months or 1 ess 6 to 12 months 13 to 18 months 19 to 24 months Over 24 months 
C1vtl : 

Law: 
Regular civ!1J .............. 

Domestic relationsj 
14.965 6,880 3.504 1.484 1,999 

a •••••••••• 7,526 1,406 353 181 219 
Total .......................... 22.491 8.286 3.857 1.665 2,218 

Criminal: 
Felony ........................ 2.748 664 
Hi sdemeanor ••••••••••••••••••• 1.793 388 

Total .......................... 4,541 1.052 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A a This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

207 7; 
172 73 
379 150 

X ~ The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- • Not applicable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

]35 
161 
296 

A civil case is counted at the filing of a p~tition or complaint. Appeals are filed in categories according to the nature of 
the case. 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informati09s. indictments, or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is impaneled. 
A non-jury trial is counted if the case is contested (an attorney appears in opposition). 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

iOata are not complete: 
Juvenile total disposed figure does not include other juvenile. 
Domestic relations pending and disposed figures do not include adoption cases. 
Total civil pending figures do not include sll311 claillS. adoption. mental health. or estate cases. 
Total civil and grand tot~l disposed figures do not include s.all claims, adoption. or mental health cases. 
Grand total pending figures do not include sll311 claillS, adoption. Mental health. estate. traffic, or juvenile cases. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filings include original actions and retrials/reinstatements. 
Civil cases are d'vided into three major groupings in the Kansas Annual Report: domestic relations, regular actions, and 

limited actions (Chapter 61 cases). Regular and limited actions cases include contract. tort. real prope~,y rights. civil 
appeals. extraordinary writs. and other civil cases. Regular and limited actions cases are distinguished from each other by 
the amount demanded in the suit. There were 17.816 regular civil cases filed and 16.830 disposed during the 1980 court 
year. The same elements for limited actions were 40,345 and 37,018. 

Domestic relat.ions cases for trial, disposition. age of pending, and time interval data include marriage dissolution. 
support/custody. and other doMestic relations cases, but not adoption casp-s. 

Figures for disposed and pending cri.inal appeal cases are included in the felony and misdemeanor categories, according to the 
nature of the case being appealed. 

mlnformatiGo on disposition type or trial data: 
Dismissed crfminal dispositions include dismissals. other uncontested matters, and appeals from lower courts. 
Traffic dispOsitions and trials do not include Juvenile traffic cases. 
As a result of the change in the trial definition. non':'Jury cases include some cases which were merely IOcontested lO --an answer 

was filed. although no trial was held. 
Felony and misdemeanor trial and disposition data include ap:~~l cases from the lower ~Jurts. 
The sum of trial acquittals and trial convictions exceeds the total number of trials; however, these are the figures in t.he 

Kansas Annual Report, 

SOUrces: Office of the Judicial Administrator. Annual Report on the Courts of Kansas Fiscal Year 1979-1980 (Topeka, Kansas: 
November 1980). StatistiCS are from the annual reports except that totals have been computed where necessary, and 
corrections were provided by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 

KANSAS MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

384 courts. N 356 judges 
July I, 1979 to January 9. 1980 

There Were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for fiscal year 1980. 
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KENTUCKY COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

lud)1menl of de"th. 
life impri.ol1nwllt 
or $('nt£'nl'(, grblt£'r 

I h.,n 20 yo.Jrs. 

_ ... 
SUPREME COURT 
-; ill~tin~~ 
luri.dirlil"" 
- Din'rt .,pPlt'll~ on judAl11ll llt \l( dl'tllh

t 

lifl' imprisnnn"l('nt, llr imprisnnnlC'nt 
for l1\'l'r 20 V("US. 

- Molion> III ir.,n.f,'r from Cuurl •• f 
.-\ppp.lh.·.forr~lUS(lS of gn~.ll ~lnd im .. 
Inc-dial(l inlplwt,lll1.'P. 

... DislTl'lion.lrv ft.'Vll'W ,,( Cuurt l'( 
ApPl',\I~ dl'l·i~itllH" 

t 
COURT OF APPEALS 
J~ Judg:'. 
J\Jri$dktiun: 
- APl'l'.,I •• 1, .1111.1t1l·r,,( ri)1ht Oil judg

I1WIlI, of Iht· Cirnllt C,'url 
.. Rt.'\'Il'W of 'ldll1i1ll~tr.lti\'t" .l).;l'nry 

del'isinll$, 

CIRCUIT COURT (56) 
87 jud)1es' 
Jurisdiclion: '-------l -All justiciable causes not vested in 

some other court. 
- Civil actions over $1,500. 
- Ori)1inal criminal. 
Appeals lln the record. 

DISTRICT COURT (56) 
114 judges' 

DISTRICT COURT 

Jurisdiction: 

lury tri.lls. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction in civil cases 
invlllving $1.500 or less, provided the 
C.lse does l1ut invulve equity ur title to 
real estdle. Uncontested prob.1te 
malters within the e~clusive 
jurisdiction uf the District Court. 

• Exclusive jurisdiction in tnlsdcmcanl1r 
cases e~cep( where the chMge is 
jOined with ,In indictment fur.l f~I\",y. 
Ordinance Villl,lIillns ~nd preliminary 
fleMings. 

- Juvenile m.tters. 
- Authmized lu adjudicate local 

administrative cases. 

SMALL CLAIMS DIVISION 

Jun~didil'": 
5m.111 d.lims under S J 000. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

Cnurt 
(1£ last 
resnrt 

Intermedi.lle 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
gener.ll 

jurisdiclil1n 

Cnurt or 
limited 

jurisdiction 

f·.r,lhde nbumbe~ofcirCuit judge positions was increased by 4 and district judge positions by 9 by the 1980 General Assembly, These positions Were 
ley elechon on November 18, ] 980. They are not included in the numbers given. 
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KENTUCKY SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Di rect appea 1 s ............................................. . 
Motions for transfer granted •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motions for discretionary review granted •••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 aPl'ea 1 s .............................................. .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Original actions ...................................... .. 
Motions for injunctive relief •••• , ••••• , •••••••••••••••• 

Total ............. , ............... , ..................... . 
Disciplinary: 

Bar Association actions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ................................................... . 

Requests to appeal: 
Motion for transfer ......... , ............................ . 
Motion for discretionary review ••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••• 

Total ............................... , ..................... . 

Tota 1 other cases .............................. , ............ . 

Total cases .................... , .............................. . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Petitions for rehearing ................................... .. 
Other matters: 

Motions other than Rule 65.09 matters ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Intermediate appellate matters ••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ....................................... . 

Beg, nlll ng 
pending 

x 
X 

__ X 

X 

NIA 
5 
X 

X 
X 

2f 
87f 

~f 

94fi 

241 

10 

NIA 
~ 

10i 

Manner of disposition 

Filed 

1351 
( 3)el 
(128)el 

135 (l31)el 

51 
61 

11 

511 
62 

101 
5261 
536 

598 

733 (131lel 

64 

799 
148 

1,011 

Opinion 
Oi rect a~peal s 

and origlna actIons ........................ 2401i1 

Disposed 

x 
X 
X 

2791 

61 
71 

13 

541 
67 

9 ( 3le 
304 (128lel 
313 (l31le 

380i (l31)e 

659 (131)e 

67 

642 
NIA 

709i 

Boldface headings indicate the claSsifications used by tr.e CSIM project. 
X • The data for this case type are kiJti>iil to be inclUded in th~ total but were not available by ~!itegory. 

fnd 
pending 

x 
X 
X 

x 

NIA 
4 
X 

X 
X 

3 
181 
184 

188i 

3151 

7 

NIA 
~ 

7i 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Motions for transfer and motions for discretionary review granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a 

filing is not counted for the resulting appeal. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
i Figures are as given in the annual report. 
Data are not complete: 

Figures for total other casas pending do not include original action cases; however, original actions are included in total pending cases. 
Pending figures reported for other proceedings do not include motions other than Rule 65.09 matters, or intermediate appellate matters. 
Disposed figure reported for other proceedings does not include intermediate appellate matters disposed. ISpecial source or revision in the data': 
Footnoted figUres were provided by the Clerk of the Court, who also furnishes these data to the Kentucky Administrative Office of the Court. 

rnlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
The 240 opinions disposed 281 cases. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report. 1979-80 (Frankfort, Kentucky). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was supplied by the Clerk of the Court dUring data verification. 
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KENTUCKY COURT OF APPEALS 

InterMediate appellate court 
14 judges 

July 1. 1919 to June 30. 1980 < 

~-------~""--------~----------aK------------------~B~e~g~l~nn~l~n~g--------~--------~~--~--------~E~nar_----
Filed Disposed d" pending pen lng 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ...................................................... . 
Criminal .................................................. .. 

Total appeals ............................................... . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Original actions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Actions for injunctive relief ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................... .. 
Requests to appeal: 

Discretionary review ..................................... . 
Tota 1 other cases ........................................... . 

Tota 1 cases .................................................. . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Petitions for rehearing: 
Civil .................................................... . 
Criminal ................................................. . 

Total ..................................................... . 

Tota 1 other proceedi ngs ...................................... .. 

104 
215 -m 

11 
7 

18 

7 
--g 

944 

68 
10 
~ 

78 

1,669 
442 

r,rrr 

92 
16 

108 

48 
156 

2,267 

228 
32 

260 

260 

Manner of disposition1 

Published Non-published 
opinion opinion Total 

Total cases 190 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

1,005 1.195 

1,609 
365 

r.m 

90 
17 

107 

50 
157 

2,131 

235 
41 

-.ill. 
276 

164 
292 

T,05b 

13 
6 

19 

5 
~ 

1.080 

61 
1 
~ 

62 

The number of published and unpublished opinions rendered by the court during 1980 were provided by the Clerk of the Court 
during data verification. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report, 1979-80 (Frankfort, Kentucky). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was supplied by the Clerk of the Court 
during data verification. 
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KENTUCKY CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

56 districts, 81c judges 
July 1. 1919 to June 30. 1980 

Child: 
law: 

Civil suit .................................................. . 
Domestic relations: 

Adoption: 
Adoption and termination elf flllrent"l rights .............. .. 

Other domestic relations: 
Domestic relationsj ....................................... . 

Total ...... r ................................................ . 
Mental health ................................................ . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Workmen's compensat i on .................................... . 

Appeal of trial court case: 
Probate ................................................... . 
Ci vil appea 1 ............................................. .. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Other cf vil ................................................... . 

Total ci vil ................................................. , ... 
Criminal d: 

Felony/misdemeanor: 
Criminal ................................................... .. 

Appeal ........................................................ . 

Total criminal ............. ., ................................... . 

Grand tot a 1 .................................................... .. 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

--lill. 
N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

cJudge information: 

Filed 

20.479 

2.428 

34,999 
37.427 

2.367 

707 

63 
403 
466 

1,173 
7.768 

69.214 

11.162 
397 

-~ 

11,559 

80,773 

Disposed 

18,873 

2,247 

33,383 
35,630 
2,183 

702 

75 
312 
387 

1,089 
6,080 

63,855 

9,455 
-ill. 

9,847 

73,702 

hnd 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

The number of circuit judge positions was increased by 4 by the 1980 General Assembly. These positions were filled by 
election November 18, 1980. These new positions are not included in the number of judges reported above. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Domestic relations cases include contested and uncontested divorces, separations, annulments, and certain post-divorce 

hearings for modifications in support, custody, visitation rights, etc. 
Hental health cases include both involuntary hospitalization and competency hearings. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report, 1979-80 (Frankfort, Kentucky). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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KENTUCKY DISTRICT COURT 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
56 districts, 114c judges 

July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Civild: 
Law: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Small c1ailllS .................................................. . 
Estate: 

Other estate: 
Probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beglnm ng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

Total civil ..................................................... N/A 

Criminal d: 
Hi sdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony ...................................................... . 

N/A 

-1ill. 
Total crimi nal .................................................. N/A 

Trafficd: 

Total traffic .................................................. . N/A 

Juveniled: 

Total juvenile ................................................. . N/A 

Grand tot a 1 ..................................................... . N/A 

Total completed 70 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

CJudge information: 

End Filed Disposed pending 

57.017 43.522 N/A 
30.169 26.487 N/A 

26.711 20,748 ~ 

113,897 90,757 N/A 

180,627 162,010 N/A 

26,505 24.712 -1ill. 
207,132 186,722 N/A 

287,148 251.352 N/A 

38,282 :n,249 N/A 

646,459 560,080 N/A 

The number of district judge positions was increased by 9 by the 1980 General Assembly. These positions were filled by 
election November 18, 1980. These new positions are not included in the number of jUdges reported above. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal, traffic, and juvenile case unit of count is the number of defendants. 
A trial is counted when it is completed. 

-r::n .... 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report, 1979-80 (Frankfort, Kentucky). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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LOUISIANA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

Criminal 

Civil. 
juvenile 

EAST BATON 
ROUGEFAMIL Y 
COURT 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
.Adoption. n<lll
"UPPllrl t d~\:wrtillnf 
st'p,lr.'itiUfl, Ji\,uru', 

-Adult \Ti01", "g.'in~t 
IU\"'llile~ mIt l'ul1i~h. 
.Ibl~ by d".lt h lIr I'Md 
I.lbor. 

-N",.;"'.-I, dt·IiI1lJlI~nl>'. 

JUVENILE 
COURT (3) 
8 judges 
jurisdictiun: 
·In C1l1Jo.ldfl'r,UI1. 
.I"d ()rle.ln!o I'Mi.lws. 

-D,·serllon. nun-
support. "doplioll. 

-Adult 11'101,', .Ig.linst 
jlll"·nil,· nllt punish. 
.,bl,· by de.llh or h.1l'd 
I.lb"r, 

-Nt'glel't. dt'lin'lul'nq'. 

MA YOR'S COURT ( 1>0 240) 
I u risdict ion: 
- Municip.,1 uruin.,nce viul.ltiol1s, 

No jury tri.1Js. 

SUPREME COURT 

7 justices 
jurisdiclilln: 
- Gener.ll supervisury jurisdictiun, 
- Appe.lls in criminal (.lses with fines 

greater than $500, sentence gre.lter 
than b munths. civil cases, .1Od mnsti
tution.,lit)' uf urdinance or statute. 

- Exclusive uriginal jurisdictiun uf 
disciplinary proceedinAs .1A.linst .1 
member nf the bar, 

COURTS OF APPEAL (4) 
32 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil ,'ppeals nnly. Appe.,ls f rum F.,mily 

Court, juvenile Court. 

Civil gre.lter 
th"" $100. 

Criminal 

DISTRICT COURT (40) 
155 ju~ges,. 7 commissioners, and 
1 magistrate 
jurisdiction: 
- Original civil jurisdiction. 
- Exclusive Immovable property, election 

prob.,te, civil rights, and receivership , 
jurisdiction, 

- Origin.,l crimin.ll jurisdictilln, 
- ExciusiW felony iurisdktion. 
Appeals de novlI.lnd on recurd, 
lury tri"ls. 

CiVilles~han $100. 
Fine less th.1I1 $500, 

Sentencc les.tll.1n b mllnths, 

Fine gre.lter 
th.ln $500, 
Sentence 

greater than 
6 months, 

PARISH COURT 
OF JEFFERSON 
PARISH (2) 

JUSTICE OF 
THE PEACE 
COURT ( ~445) 

CITY COURT (49) 
58 judges 

3 judg,·. 
lurbdidion, 
• ( I\'il ."till,,> und"r 
$1.000. 

-Crimill.llllllt pUllish-
• Iblt, by h.mll.lbm. 

Nu jury tri.l!! •. 

MUNICIPAL COURT OF 
NEW ORLEANS 
4 judAes 
Jurisdiction: 
- Clly urdit"lIlCe viol.1tiollS l'~ccpt 

t'''lHi\', 

No jury t ri.lls. 

281 

~ 445 justices uf thc 
peace 
Jurisdiction: 
'('il'il ,"liun, und"I' 
5300. 

-C""'l11ittitlA 111.I);i.-
11'.11" in 1101l-',ll'lt.,1 
lllM'!.\. 

jurisdiction: 
-Civil vMies (rom less 
th.ln $100 to less tlMn 
$2,000 . 

-Crimil1.llnllt punish-
.1ble by h.lrd I.,bur, 
I'rcliminMY he.Hing, . 

-Juvenil,' if 1111 juvenile 
or f"mily wurt, 

No jury tl'l.lls. 

TRAFFIC COURT OF 
NEW ORLEANS 
4 judges 
iUr;sdiction, 

- M "kip. I.", I """,. , ". tn. ""I,. Uo"'. I 
No jury tri.lls, ' 

. 

ILI .. , •• _______________ ~-" __ ~~'-'--~ __ ~~-'~_~_~~~_~_~_~~~_~_~ __ ~ ____ _ 

l C,'.urt 
of Idst 
resurt 

J Intermedidte 
.'ppellate 

cuurt 

Courtuf 
gener~ll 

jurisdiction 

C"urtb of 
limill'd 

juri.dlt tion 
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LOUISIANA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wri ts granted ............................................... . 

Tota 1 appeal s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Other :natters ........................................... . 

Di sci pI i nary: 
Original jurisdiction petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Writs ..................................................... . 
Tota 1 other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota I cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 

BegInnIng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
rm: 

N/A 

Rehearing requests ............................................. --.!JJ.A 

Tota 1 other proceedi ngs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

1980 

Written opinion ••••••••••••••• 
Per curiam without opinion ••• 

Manner of disposition 

Original 
jurisdiction AP~~9IS. 

292 
263 

Disciplinary 
7 4 

With orders •••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••• 
Granted •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Denied ..................... .. 
Not considered ••••••••••••••• 

2 

42 
o 
o 

o 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

o 
o 
o 

Filed 

661j 
(54g)e 

BO 

llj 
91 

2.319 
2,410 

3,071 (S49)e 

268 

268 

Requests 
to appeal 

13 
549 

1,747 
27 

Oisposed 

504j 
470 
974J 

46 

7j 
53 

2,050 (549)e 
2,103 (s49)e 

3,077 (549)e 

295 

295 

Total Rehearing 
cases reguests 
---;m) 21 

334 0 
263 0 

15 0 
549 24 

1,747 271 
27 0 

Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category ma-r or may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavallablp.. 
-- = Not applicable. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

rf!A 

tVA 

N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

A writ granted is not counted as disposed until the resulting appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for the resulting 
appeal. These granted writs are the numbers appearing in parentheses in the profile. 

jExplanation of data inclUded in the category: .. .... 
Appeals filed include a few habeas corp~$ ?rlglnal ~urlsdlctlon case~. , . 
Original jurisdiction petitions under dlsclplinary Include some nonrllscipl.nary bar matters as well as disciplInary cases. 

Source: Judicial Administrator, Judicial Council Annual Report with 19BO Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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LOUISIANA COURTS OF APPEALa 
Inten.ediate appellate court 

4 circuits. 32 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 

.Cases: 
Appeal!>: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Tota 1 appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Writs .. , .............................................. I ••• 

Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests .............................................. 

Tota 1 other proceedi ngs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

BegInnIng 
pending 

x 
--X 

1,1471 

--lY.A 
N/A 

1980 

Filed 

456 

4"S6 

:,873 

~ 

N/A 

Disposed 

2.236h 
T,23'b11 

454h 

454 

2,690 

-11Q. 
790 

End 
pendin..2.._ 

x 
--X 

X 

--X 

1,34691 

--lY.A 
N/A 

Manner of disposition Oisposition of cases Status of pending caseload (12/31/80) 
Judgments rendered ••••••••••••• 2,026 
Cases dismissed •••••••••••••••• 210 

Granted 
Refused 

Ori ginal 
jurisdiction 

124 
330 

To be argued ................. 1,072 
Argued but not decided 274 

Boldface headings indicate the r.lassifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank SPbce = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The court hears civil appeals only. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
h Figures are as given in the annual report and by the administrative office of the courts. 
Figure was computed: 

The writs disposed figure was computed by adding writs refused and writs granted. 
1 The appeals disposed figure was computed by adding together cases dismissed and judgments rendered. 

SpeCial source or revision in the data: 
Beginning and end pending figures were provided by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 

Source: J~tdicial Administrator, Judicial Council Annual Report with 1980 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). 
Statistics are from the annual report except thnt totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information 
was supplied by the administrative office of the courts. 
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I 
LOUISIANA DISTRICT COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
40 districts, 155 judges, 7 commissioners, and 1 magistrate 

January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Total civil 

Criminal d: 

Total criminal 

Grand total 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Trial l 

Filed 

161,884 

316,341 

478,225 

Jury Non-jury Total 

Civil ................... 434 
Criminal............... 767 

Total........ ............ 1,201 

801dface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of bills of information or indictment. 
lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Disposed gnd 
pending 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

ihe number of civil and criminal jury trials was provided by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

Source: Judicial Administrator, Judicial Council Annual Report with 1980 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). 
Stat isti cs are from the annua I report except that tota I s have been computed lihere necessary, and additi ona 1 informat i on 
was supplied by by the ~tate court administrative office during data verification. 

LOUISIANA FAMILY COURT ANO JUVENILE COURT 
Court of limited jUrisdiction 

1 court. 5 judges; 3 courts, 8 judges 
January I, 198D to December 31, 1980 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ................................................ . 

Grand total ......................................... , ••••••••••• 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A : This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
The filed figure includes only new c~ses filed. 

Filed Olsposed 

22,01Oj N/A 

22,01Oj N/A 

Ena 
Fending 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: JUdicial Administrator, Judicial Council Annual Report with 1980 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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LOUISIANA CITY COURT AND PARISH COURT, ANO MUNICIPAL COURT ANO TRAFFIC COURT OF NEW ORLEANS 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

49 courts, 58 judges; 2 courts, 3 judges; 1 court, 4 judges; 1 court, 4 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Child: 
Law: 

Civil ........................................................ 
Tota I ci vi 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal d: 
Hi sdemeanor: 

State misdemeanor 
Ordinance violation 

............................................ 

............................................ 
Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ;i ••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

State cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ordi nance cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenil e traffi c-city •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile traffic-state ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 traffi c ••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

De 1 i nquency •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Neglect .................................................... .. 
Other juvenil e: 

Speci a I proceedi ngs ........................................ .. 

Tota 1 juvenil e .................................................. 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

--.!i8 
N/A 

N/A 
--.!i8 

N/A 

N/A 
NfA 
N/A 
N/A 

.-l!LA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

--.!i8 
N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classificationz used by the CSIM project. 
NfA = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dC~se definition or unit of count: 

Filed 

81,063 

81,063 

35,704 
104.020 

139,724 

117,969 
341,860 

·4,165 
951 

464.945 

464,945 

3,508 

574 

~ 

4,632 

690,364 

A civi~ ~ase is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The crl mlf/al case unit of count is the number of i nformati ons, i ndi ctments, or comp I ai nts. 

Disposed 

50,250 

50.250 

31,206 
83.835 

115,041 

103,800 
268,848 

3,993 
887 

377.528 

377 .528 

3,057 

492 

--lli. 
4,031 

546,850 

End 
pending 

.-l!LA 
N/A 

N/A 
.-l!LA 

N/A 

~/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

.-l!LA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Judicial Administrator, Judicial Council Annual Report with 1980 Statistics and Related Data 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totalSiOave been computed where necessary 
the state court administrdtive office during data verification. ' 

(New Orleans, Louisiana). 
and revisions were made by 

LOUISIANA JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

..445 courts, "'445 justices of the peace 
January 1, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Tllere were no data available for cases handled in the Justice of the Peace Court for 1980. 

LOUISIANA MAYOR'S COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

'" 240 courts 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Hayor's Court for 1980. 
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MAINE COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

t 
DISTRICT COURT (33) 
Iq judges 
Jurisdiction: 

SUPREME JUDICIAL 
COURT 
7 justh:es 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in equity con

current with Superior Court. 
- Hears final appe.,ls from lower courts 

.1nd appellate review of ~rimin.ll 
sentencing. 

SUPERIOR COURT (16) 
14 judlles 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Original jurisdiction in civil. 

Equity matters rel.,ting to est.ltes. 
_ Orillinal jurisdiction in crimin.l!. 
_ juveniles bound over for grand jury. 
Crimin.,I.,ppe.,ls arc de nuvo. 

jury trials. 

t 
PROBATE COURT (16) 
10 judges 

• C;vil.lctions under $20,000, divorce, 
annulment, sep.lration, quiet tille, 
small claims under $800. 

jurisdiction: 
- Wills. teslamenlary or .,dministrati\lI1. 

settlement (If e51.1Ies. Gu.1rdianship. 
Adoptions. change of n.lme, and 
.l(liuns fur separation. - Nun-felony criminal cases and (Ir

di.lolnce vinl.ltions. FelllllY prob.,ble 
CdUS~ hp,lrings. 

- lu\·enil". 

No jury tri.lls, 

ADMINISTRA T1VE COURT 
I judlle, I .1ssoci.lIC judge 
jurisdiction: 
- All cases invulvfng.,n.l11cncy's inten

lion to suspend, revoke. or refuse.l 
licens(>. 
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HAINE SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civl1 b: 
New apPea Is ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Inter locutory appea Is .................................... . 
Reports •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal: 

New appea Is •••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Interlocutory appeals •••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reports ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 

Total ••••••••••••• .' ....................................... . 
Tota I appea Is •••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••• " •••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Advisory opinions: 
Solemn occasion opinions .............................. .. 

Sentence review only: 
Appeals in the appellate division ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ........................................... . 

Total cases 

Manner of disposition 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

180 

X 
X 
0 

56 
-"""236 

257 f 

Filed 

380 
0 
2 

382b 

121 
9 
1 

131 
5I3 

51 
~ 

555 

Disposed 

X 
X 
X 

274 

X 
X 
X 

110 
384 

30 
---rr 

415 

Disposition of appeals 

EM 
pending 

x 
X 
X 

288 

X 
X 
X 

77 --m-

o 
42 

--.r2 

407 

Civil Criminal Total Civil Criminal Total 

Signed opinion ••••••••••••••••• 143 
Per curiam and memorandum 

opinions ••••••••••••••••••••• 17 
Solemn occasion opinions ••••••• 1 

73 

9 
o 

216 

25 
1 

Status of pending caseload (appeals) (12/31/80) 

Not yet at issue ...................... 216 
At issue awaiting oral argument ••••••• 67 
Orally argued awaiting opinion •••••••• 82 

Written opt l1i ons: 
Deni ed ••••••••••••••••••• 90 55 
Sustained ................ 48 17 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••• 20 0 
Remanded ••••••••••••••••• 2 0 

Tota I ..................... 160 82 
Non-opinion dispositions: 

Dismissed by court ••••••• 18 15 
Withdrawn by defendant .,. 78 0 
Withdrawn by state ••••••• 0 12 
Certificate of probable 0 1 

cause denied ••••••••••• 10 0 
Remanded ................. 8 0 

Disposition of sentence review cases 

Sentence unchanged ••••••••••••••• 20 
Sentence reduced ••••••••••••••••• 3 
Sentence increased ••••••••••••••• 0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

155 
55 
20 
2 

242 

33 
78 
12 

1 
10 

8 

Starting September I, 1980, civil appeals were counted as filed when the notice of appeal was filed in the Superior Court. 
This Is an earlier point than was prpviously used. There were 51 civil appeals that were counted under the new method that 
would not have been counteu under the olu method. 

fBeginning pending figure for 1980 does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
The figures are as given in the annual report. 

Soul'ce: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1980 (Auburn, Maine: 1981). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that total~; have been computed where necessary. 
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MAINE SUPERIOR COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
16 counties, 14 judges 

January 1. 198U to December 31. 1980 

Civil d: 
Law: 

Other ci vil ................................................. . 
Tort: 

Damages •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Personal injury ............................................ .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Contract ...................................................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
0; vorce ......................................... __ ........ . 

Support/custody: 
URESA ..................................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of 'trial court case: 
Infraction appeal ......................................... . 
Other appea 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Extraordinary writs: 

Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vi 1 : 

Habitual offender ........................................... . 

Total ci vi 1 ..................................................... 
Criminal d: 

Felony: 
Classes A, B, and C •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Misdemeanor: 
Cl asses 0 and E ............................................. . 

Other crimira1j ............................................... . 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Title 29J .................................................. . 

Total traffic ................................................... 

r.lrand total ..................................................... . 

Trial d 
Jury Non-jur.l:: ~1. 

Civil- •••••••••••••••••••• 155 285 440 
Criminal and traffic •••••• 48B 196 684 

Grand total ................. 643 481 1,124 

Time interval data (da.l::s) 

o to 61 to 121 to 
60 120 180 

Civil : 
da.l::s da.l::s ~ 

---p-ret ri a I memo to pretrial conference 227 409 281 
Pretrial conference to jury trial ....... 8 18 30 
Pretrial conference to jury-waived trial 25 66 38 

o to 31 to 61 to 
30 60 90 

Crimina1n: 
da.l::s ~ ~ 

Filing to first appearance .............. 2,137 947 853 
First appearance to guilty plea ....... ,/. 408 558 592 
Fi rst appearance to jury tri al .......... 25 37 43 
Fi rst appearance to jury-waived tri a 1 , .. 8 17 38 
All first appearances to dispositio~ •••• 73! 1,142 1,116 
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Beglnnlng 
pending 

2.1J33f 

1,,672f 
l,579f 
3.251f 
2,194f 

442f 

l,345f 
1.787f 

23f 
159f 
182f 

60 

103f 

10,51Of 

1,7451 

1,3791 
~l 

3,5641 

1,3151 

1,3151 

15,389f 

181 to 
240 
days 

135 
8 

37 

91 to 
120 
~~ 

563 
392 

55 
21 

810 

over 
240 
~ 

140 
85 
66 

over 
120 
~ 

1,601 
1,325 

271 
89 

2,749 

Disposed End 
pending Filed 

2.347 2,172 3,070 

1.087 931 1,828 
852 1,712 

1,783 3,540 
1.272 2,271 

985 
2,072 
1.349 

490 479 453 

2,035 1,552 1,828 
2,525 2,031 2,281 

30 32 21 
183 208 134 
213 240 155 

51 66 45 

~ __ 5_4 __ 8_7 

8,595 7,618 11,449 

2,915 2,555 2,105h 

2,282 l,180h 
--ZQ!. --±?Q.h 

2,083 
..2ll 
5,729 5,538 3,755h 

3.460 3,500 1.275h 

3,460 3.500 1.275h 

17,784 16,656 16.479 

Civil diseositions 

Default judg.:<ents ............. 297 
Dismissed by plaintiff, 

settlements, and stipulated 
judgments (Rule 41(a)) •••••• 2,742 

Dismissed by court (Rule 41(a)) 1,361 
Summary judgment .............. 218 
Fi na I order ................... 1,622 
Divorce decree ................ 353 
Appeal sustained .............. 20 
Appea 1 deni cd ................. 130 
Writ denied ................... 16 
Wri t grantf!d .................. 5 
Court fincfing ................. 178 
Jury verdi ct . ................. 130 
Directed verdict •••••••••••••• 7 
Multiple judgments •••••••••••• 14 
Other ......................... 525 

1 
f 

Criminal and traffic dispositions 

Jury trial: 
Convicted •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Non-jury trial: 
Convicted •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Guilty plea ......................... . 
Mistrial ............................ . 
Di smissed by court .................. . 
Dismissed by District Attorney 

(Rule 48(a)) ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court bail revised •••••••••• 
District Court bail affirmed ••••••••• 
Juvenile appeal denied ••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile appeal sustained •••••••••••• 
Juvenile appeal, new sentence •••••••• 
Probation revoked •••••••••••••••••••• 
Not guilty by reason of insanity ••••• 
Filed case ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ............................... . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

335 
149 

134 
53 

4,429 
35 

121 

3,014 
131 

66 
16 
13 
1 

68 
4 

146 
322 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted by the state with the beginning of voir dire. A non-jury trial is counted when opening arguments 

have begun. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 
hFigure was computed: 

End pending figure for the 1980 cllurt year was computed from beginning pending, filed, and disposed figures. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Title 29 cases are QUI (operating under the influence) cases and other traffic offenses. 
End pending figure was calculated from filed, disposed, and beginning pending data. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Beginning pending figures for the 1980 court year were taken from the end pending figures for the 1979 court year given in 

the 1979 annual report. 
mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Civil trial data do not include URESA cases. 
ninformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 

Filing to first appearance and first appearance to disposition figures include data on indictments, transfers appeals, and 
juvenile appeals. First appearance to guilty plea, first appearance to jury trial, and first appearance to jury waived 
trial figures include data on indictments, transfers, and appeals only. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1980 (Auburn, Maine: 
except that totals have b€en computed where necessary. 
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r MAINE DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

33 courts, 19 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Civil bd : 
Law: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Money judgments ............................................ .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Small claims .................................................. . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................... . 

Support/custody: 
Reciprocal ................................. , .............. . 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Mental health ..................... , ........................... . 

Beg1nn1ng 
pendingK 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-.!i!.A 
Total civil,.... ................................................ N/A 

Criminal d: 
Felony: 

Classes A. B. and C.......................................... N/A 
Misoemeanor: 

Cl asses 0 and E .............................................. -.!i!.A 

Total crimi::al .................................................. N/A 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic criminal ............................................ • N/A 
N/A 

--.!!/A 
Civil violations and traffic infractions ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total traffic ....................... , .......................... . IVA 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile .................................................. N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 

Trial d 
Civil i : 

Law ................... . 
Small claims ......... .. 
Marriage dissolution •• , 
Mental health •••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal: 

2. 991~ 
2.048~ 
2.0021 

384i 
7.425i 

Felony................. 240 
Misdemeanor •••••••••••• 2.185 

Total ................... 2.425 
Traffic •••••••••••••••••• 2.820 
Juvenile ••••••••••••••••• 995 

Grand Total ••••••••••••••• 13.665 

Filed 

14,029 
6,846 

20.875 
20.197 

7.593 

N/A, 
7,5931 

899 

49,564i 

3.047 

26,316 

29.363 

56.074 
92,495 

148.569 

148,569 

3.965 

231.461 i 

Di sposedi 

12.457 
6.570 

19.027 
17.509 

7.526 

N/A, 
7.5261 

~ 

44.'359i 

2.551 

25.056 

27,607 

45,492 
96,449 

145.941 

145,941 

3,941 

222,448i 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handied by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
X ~ The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-liLA 
N/A 

N/A 

-liLA 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-liLA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

bparticulur court or reporting system information: 
The courts located in Fort Kent and Van Buren Counties have jurisdiction over criminal, traffic, and juvenile cases only. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
Jhe criminal case unit of count is the number of informations. indictments. or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted by the state with the beginning of voir dire. A non-jury trial is counted when the opening arguments 

, have begun. 
iData are incomplete: 

No support/custody data were available for this court during 1980. 
Civil trial figures do not include trials held in the District Court located in Portland. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1980 (Auburn. Maine: 1981). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MAINE ADMINISTRATIVE ~~URT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 judge. 1 associate judge 
July I, 1980 to December 30, 1980 

efvi 1 d: 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Bureau of liquor enforcement ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Department of Secretary of State ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bureau of Maine state Police •••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Department of Human Services ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real Estate Commission .................................... . 
MaIne Department of Business Regulation •••••••••••••••••••• 
H R' C ' , Barness aC1ng ommlSS10n ................................. . 
oard of Dental Examiners ................................ .. 

Board of Commissioners for Profession of Pharmacy ••••••••• 
Appeal from Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages •••••••••••••••••• 
State Board of Licensure of Medical Facilities 

other than Hospi ta Is .................................... . 
Appeal from decision of Harness Racing Commission •••••••••• 
Department of Environmental Protection ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 

Total civil 

Grand tota I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Begi nn1 ng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface,headings ind~cate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A : ThlS case type 1S handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of acomplaint • 

Filed 

293 
0 

11 
5 
0 
0 

15 
2 
0 
2 

1 
0 
1 

.....EQ. 

330 

330 

Disposedk 

235 
0 

12 
3 
0 
a 
5 
1 
0 
2 

0 
0 
0 
~ 

258 

258 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
t//A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Il/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-1!LA 
N/A 

N/A 

Source: AdminiEtrative Office of the Courts. Annual Report 1980 (Auburn. Maine: 1981). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

MAINE PROBATE COURT 
Court of li~ited jurisdiction 

16 courts, 16 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in.the Probnte Court for 1980. 
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MARYLAND COURT SYSTEM, ~980 

Certiurari 
of District 

Court appe"ls. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
--. 7 judges 

jurisdiction: 

t 

- Certior,lri review of Court of Special 
Appeals. 

- Uniform Certification of Questk1ns 
ofL1W Act. 

COURT OF 
SPECIAL APPEALS 
13 judges 
) u risdiction: 
- Exclusive initial appellate jurisdiction 

over any reviewable judgment of a 
Circuit Cuurt or Orphans' Court. 
except for appeals in criminal cases 
in which the death penalty is imposed. 

, 

CIRCUIT COURT (29) 
97 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $2,500. Probate 

in Montgomery and Harford counties. ~de novo_ 
- Felonies, misdemeanors (fine greater 1---- -

juvenile than $2,500. sentence greater than 
3 ye,lrsl. in Montgomery 

County. - Juvenile (except Montgomery County). 
- Administrative ,'ppeals. • 
Appeals de novo and on record. 

Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (12) 
85 judges and chief judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,ooo,landlord 

,'nd tenant. 
- Felony theft if value is under $500, 

misdemeanors, ordinance violatiuns 
(fine less than $2,500, sentence less 
th,'n 3 years). Felony preliminaries. 

• Juvenile (in Muntgomery County). 

Nu jury trials. 

t Indi~ates route of "PPNI. 
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ORPHANS' COURT (22) 
6bjudges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusjve jurisdiction overadminis

tratilln llf estates of decedents and 
minors, orphans, wards, and guard
ians. Handled by Circuit Court in 
Montgomery ,md H.uford counlles. 

Court of 
1,1St 

r('sun 

Intermedi.lte 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Cuurts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

f 

f! 
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MARYLAND COURT OF APPEALS 
Court of last resort 

7 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal .................................................... . 
Juvenile .•....•....................•.•......••............... 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Ori~in~l ~roceedings: 

Dlsclpllnary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Applications for certiorari: 
Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases 

Manner of dispositionm 

Reported opi ni ons ............................ . 
Unreported opi ni ons ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Disposition of appeals 

123 
17 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

28j 
12 

--.Ul 
40 

o 

o 
o 
o 

----0 

40 

C1v1lj Criminal Juvenile Total 

Affi rmed .................... 
Law ~ Total 

24 17 41 18 2 61 
MOdified and affi rmed ....... o . 1 1 2 0 3 
Reversed .................... 26 12 38 32 1 71 
Affirmed in part, reversed 

in part ................... 5 6 0 
Remanded without affirmance 

or reversal ............... 1 0 1 2 0 3 
Dismissed, opinion filed •••• 0 1 1 1 0 2 
Dismissed without opinion ••• 
Dismissed prior to argument 

0 0 II 0 0 0 

or submission ••••••••••••• 2 ~- 5 4 2 11 
Transferred to Court of 

Special Appeals ........... 0 1 1 1 0 2 
Stayed ...................... 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Filed 

24 

250 
245 
495 
519 

565 (121)e 

Disposed 

94 
61 
5 

-rni 

24 

186 ( 64)e 
188 ( 57)e 
374 (121)e 
391l (I2iji'! 

558k (121)e 

£nd 
pending 

24 
23 
o 

--qr 

0 

0 
0 
0 

--0 

47 

Disposition of applications for certiorari 

Civil 
Granted •••••••••••• ~ 
Denied ••••••••••••• 182 

Criminal 
57 

187 

Total 
l2f 

369 
3 
2 

495 

Di smi ssed •••••••••• 2 
Withdrawn •••••••••• 2 

Total ••••••••••••••• 250 

1 
o 

245 

Time interval data (average days, months) 

Original filing to disposition 
in Circuit Court ••••••••••••• 

Disposition in Circ~it Court 
to docketing ••••••••••••••••• 

Docketing to argument •••••••••• 
Argument to decision ••••••••••• 

Days Months 

486 16.2 

281 9.4 
112 3.7 

83 2.8 

eCases not inclUded in the total to avoid double counting: 
Applications for certiorari when granted are not counted as dispositions until the resulting appeal is disposed; a filing is 

not counted for the associated appeal. These granted applications for certiorari are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
hFigure was computed: 
. Civil and criminal appeal filings and dispositions were computed from available data. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Juvenile appeals are combined in the figures given for civil appeals for beginning pending and filed figures. 
kAdditional information: 

The Court of Appeals also admitted 703 persons to the practice of law, 61 of which were admitted from other jurisdictions. 
mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Eleven opinions were per curiam. Thirteen dissenting opinions and one concurring opi~ion were also filed. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1979-80 (Annapolis, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have ,been computed where necessary. and corrtlctions were supplied by the clerk of the court during 
data verification. 
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r MARYLAND COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

13 judges 
July 1, 1979 to June 3D. 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Chi 1: 
Law ....................................................... . 
Equity .................................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Criminal .................................................... . 
Juvenile ................................................... .. 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ....................................... .. 
Requests to appeal: 

Application for leave to appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases 

Manner of dispositionm 

Reported opini ons ............................. 218 
Unreported opinions, all per curiam ••••••••••• 843 

Disposition of appeals 

Be91 nm ng 
pending 

53 
30 
83 
76 
o 

159 

o 
--0 

159' 

Civil Criminal Juvenile Total 
Law EqUlty Total 

Affi rmed ........................... 192 109 301 472 13 786 
Modi fi ed and affi rmed .............. 3 1 4 1 0 5 
Reversed ........................... 62 38 100 99 4 203 
Affi rmed in part, reversed in part . 15 13 28 11 1 40 
Remanded without affirmance or 

reversal ......................... 5 7 12 3 1 16 
Dismissed, opinion filed ........... 22 7 29 1 0 30 
Dismissed, without opinion ••••••••• 0 0 0 2 0 2 
Dismissed prior to argument or 

submission ........................ 146 87 233 96 11 340 
Transferred to Court of Appeals .... 18 20 38 10 2 50 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Filed 

495l( x)e 
3731 ( x)e 
868l( x)e 
864l( x)e 
53l( X}e 

1.7851 (Io)e 

1071 
107 

1.8921 (lo)e 

Disposed 

464 
282 
746 
695 
32 

1,473 

95 (101e 
95 (loJe 

1.568k(10)e 

End 
pending 

88 
79 

167 
177 

13 
3579 

o 
--0 

357 

Disposition of applications for leave to appeal 

Post-
convi cti on 

Granted •••••••••• 9 
Denied ••••••••••• 77 
Withdrawn •••••••• 0 
Remanded ••••••••• 5 
Di smi ssed ........ 7 

Total ••••••••••••• 98 

Inmate 
grievance Total 

1 -ro 
6 83 
o 0 
o 5 
o 7 
7 105 

Time interval data (average months) 

~s Months 
Original filings to dispositions --
in court below ••••••••••••••••• 465 15.5 

Disposition in Circuit Court to 
docketing •••••••••••••••••••••• 110 3.7 

Docketing to argument ••••••••••• 171 5.7 
Argument to decision •••••••••••• 27 0.9 

Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Applications for leave to appeal when granted are not counted as dispositions until the resulting appeal is disposed; a new 

filing is not counted for the associated appeal. These granted applications for leave to appeal are the numbers appearing 
in parentheses. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given in the annual report and by the clerk of the court. 

kAdditional information: 
The court also considered 30 miscellaneous matters during the year, in addition to its regular caseload. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Filing figures were supplied ~y the clerk of the court during data verification. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Three dissenting opinions and five concurring opinions were also filed. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1979-1980 (Annapolis, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was supplied by the clerk of the 
court during data verification. 
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MARYLAND CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

29 courts, 97 judges 
July 1, 1979 to June 3D, 1980 

Child: 
Law: 

Confessed judgments ......................................... . 

~!~:~tl~: d~i i ~q' ~~~t"'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' ......................................... 
Total ........................................................ . 

Tort: 
Auto tort: 

Motor tort ................................................ . 
Other tort: 

Other tort ................................................ . 
Consent cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Total ........................................................ . 

Contract ............................................... , ...... . 
Real property rights: 

Condemnati on ................................................ . 
Foreclosure ................................................. . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Equity: 

Other equity ............................................... .. 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Div~rce, nullity, maintenance ............................. . 

Adoptlon ................................................ ' ••••• 
Other domestic relations: 

Paternity ................................................. . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Estate: 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Petition for guardianship ......................... , ....... . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of trial court case .................................. . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Extraordinary writ: 

Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ci vi I ....................................... " ............ . 
Criminal d: 

Felony/misdemeanor: 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
)( 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 

___ X 

88,359f 

Nonsupport ................................................... X 
Other criminal .............................. ,................. X 
Adult offenses against juveniles ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• (j) 

Total......................................................... X 
Appeal of trial court case: 

Appeals from District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Postconviction remedy: 

Postconviction ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Sentence review only: 

Applications for review of criminal sentences •••••••••••••••• ~ 

Tota I crimi na 1 . ................................................ . 20,107 i j 

Juvenilea: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Delinquency ........................ " ...... "................ X 
Other juveni le: 

Filed Disposed 

2,194 2,255 
2,631 2,214 

4,825 4,469 

6,358 5,507 

2,411 2,102 
210 241 

2,621 2,343 
8,979 7,850 
7,434 5,617 

320 474 
3,673 3,414 
3,993 3,888 

10,180 10,709 

32,444 32,017 
1,932 2,194 

12,047 11,303 
46,423 45,514 

700 676 

2,391 1,992 
946 999 

3,337 2,991 

-ill ~ 
86,295 82,173 

1,855 2,010 
32,385 34,948 

172 150 
34,412 37,108 

4,379 4,437 

388 441 

.--ill. -.ill. 
39,449 42,227 

21,416 23,138 
Child in need of assistance/child in need of ;iupervision ..... ___ X -blli. ~ 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8,537j 23,945 25,853 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Trial d 

Jury 
Civil : 

Non-jury ~ 
Lawm ...... 794 1,622 2,416 
Equitym ••• 0 16,662 16,662 

Total ..... ,/ 794 18,284 19,078 
Criminal .... 1,826 12,179 14,005 

Total ...... ". 2,620 30,463 33,083 

117,003fi 149,689 150,253 

Time interval data (average days)h 

Civil: 

Filing to trial 
or hearing 

Lawn .......... . 
Equityn ...... .. 

Total .~ ....... .. 
CriminalJ •••••••• 
Juvenilej •••••••• 

409 
177 
2061 
134 
84 

Fil ing to 
disposition 

375 
285 
3081 
155 
97 

End 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

___ X 

92,481 

X 
X 

(j) 
X 

X 

X 

~ 
17,278i j 

X 

___ X 

6,651j 

116,4109i 

(continued on next page) 
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Maryland Circuit Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
All juvenile cases are heard in this court in all counties except Montgomery County, where they are heard in the ~istrict 

Court. Juvenile data for Montgomery County are given in the District Court profile. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury t'rial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
. Time interval data were computed by \~eighting the individual court's average by the number of trials per court. 
IData are not complete: 
. Criminal and grand total pending do not include sentence review only cases. 
JExp1anation of data included in the category: 

Pending figures for adult offenses against juveniles are included in the total pending for juvenile cases. 
lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

Time interval figures for total civl cases were provided by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 
mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 

The equity category for trial data includes domestic relations, equity, and foreclosure. The law category includes all other 
civil categot'i es. 

nlnformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data. 
The equity category for time interval data includes domestic relations, equity, and foreclosure. The law category includes 

all other civil categories. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1979-80 (Annapolis, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was supplied by the administrative 
office of the court during data verification. 

MARYLAND DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

12 districts, 85 judges and chief judge 
July 1. 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Child: 
Law: 

Contract and tort cases ..................................... . 
Rea 1 property ri ghts: 

Landlord and tenant ......................................... . 
Other ci vi 1 """"""""""""""""""""" .. ; ;: ~ ~ ~ t " , t , " , , " " ;: ;: ... " " " " " " " " " " " " 

Tota 1 ci vi 1 

Criminal bd: 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal .................................................... . 
Adult offenses against juveniles ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total criminal .................................................. . 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Juvenilej: 
Criminal-type offense: 

De 1 i nquency ............................................. .,. 
Other juvenile: 

Child in need of assistance/child in need of supervision ... 

Tota 1 juvenil e 

Grand total 

Begl nOJ ng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
J.lA 

N/A 

N/A 
X 

J.lA 
Xi 

N/A 

X 

X 

x 

l,Ol1fi 

Filed 

121,786 

323,009 
13.931 

45B,726 

N/A 
4 

N/A 

4; 

581,488 

2,021 

502 

2,523 

1,042,7411 

Non-jury tri a1 d Traffic dispositions 

Disposed 

N/A 

N/A 
-.!ill.. 

N/A 

N/A 
14 

-.!ill.. 
14i 

N/A 

2,140 

-ill. 
2,694 

Civil .................... 46,823 
Traffic •••••••••••••••••• 178,284 

Cases paid ••••••••••• 403,204 

Total .................... 225,107 

296 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
J.lA 

N/A 

N/A 
X 
~ 

xi' 

N/A 

X 

__ X 

X 

830i 

LOUISIANA CITY COURT AND PARISH COURT, AND MUNICIPAL COURT AND TRAFFIC COURT OF NEW ORLEANS 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

49 courts, 58 judges; 2 courts, 3 judges; 1 court. 4 judges; 1 court. 4 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

CiYild: 
Law: 

Civil . .................................... , ................. . 

BegInnIng 
pending 

Total civil ..................................................... N/A 

Criminal d: 
Hisdemeanor: 

State misdemeanor 
Ordinance violation 

............................................ 

............................................ 
Total criminal .................................................... 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

State cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ordi nance cases ............................................ .. 
Juvenile traffic-city ....................................... . 
Juveni 1e traffic-state ..................................... . 

Total ........................................................ : 

Total traffic ................................................. .. 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

De I I nquency •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Neg1 ect •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
other juvenil e: 

Special proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota I juvenil e .................................................. 

Grand tota I .............•...•.•.....•.•...•...•••....•......•.... 

N/A 
--liLA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

J.lA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

J.lA 
N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications us(!d by the CS!M pro.iect. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are.unavai1able. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Filed 

81,063 

81,063 

35,704 
104.020 

139,724 

117,969 
341,860 

4,165 
951 

464.945 

464.945 

3,508 

574 

~ 

4,632 

690,364 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

Dispos<ed 

50,250 

50,250 

31,206 
83,835 

115,041 

103,800 
2611,848 

3,993 
887 

377 ,528 

377,528 

3,057 

492 

~ 

4,031 

546,850 

End 
pending 

--liLA 
N/A 

N/A 
--liLA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

J.lA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

J.lA 
N/A 

N/A 

Source: Judicial Administrator, Judicial Council Annual Report with 1980 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary and revisions were made by 
the state court administrJtive office during data verification. ' 

LOUISIANA JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

.. 445 courts. '" 445 just ices of the peace 
January I, 1980 to Oecember 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled In the Justice of the Peace Court for 1980. 

I.OUISIANA MAYOR'S COURT 
Court of limited jUrisdiction 

'" 240 courts 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were nO data available for cases hand1e~ in the Mayor's Court for 1980. 
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MAINE COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

DISTRICT COURT (33) 

SUPREME JUDICIAL 
COURT 
7 justices 
jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in equity con

current with Superior Court. 
- He.Hs final appe,'ls from lowcr courts 

and appell.,te review of crimin.,l 
sentencing. 

I 

SUPERIOR COURT (16) 
14 judl\es 
jurisdiction: 
_ Oril\inal jurisdiction in civil. 

Equity matters relatinl\ tu e~t.,tes. 
_ Oril\inal jurisdiction in crimm.,l: 
_ juveniles bound over fur l\rand lury. 
Crimin,ll appeals are de novo. 

jury trials. 

t 
PROBATE COURT (16) 
lbjudges 1'1 judges 

jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $20,000, divorce, 

annulment. sep.,ration, qUiet title, 
small claims under $800. 

jurisdictiun: 
- Wills, test.,mentary ur administratiun. 

settlement Ilf estates. Guardianship. 
Adoptions, ch.lI1ge uf n,nne. and 
,1ctil1nS for sepclratilln. - Non-felony criminal Cases .lnd or

din.lncc viol.ltions. FelollY probable 
cause hearings. 

• Juvenile. 

ADMINISTRATIVE COURT 
1 judge, 1 .lssuci.lte j\ldge 
jurisdiction: 
_ All cases inv"lving .In "geney's inten

tion tll suspend. revoke. or refuse.l 
license. 
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Court 
of I.l~t 
resort 

Court llf 
gencral 

jurisdiction 

Courts uf 
limited 

jurlsdit'(i"n 

MAINE SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
Court of 1 ast resort 

7 justices 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil b: 
New appea 1 s .............................................. . 
Interlocutory appeals .................................... . 
Reports ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... . 
Criminal: 

New appea 1 s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Interlocutory appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reports ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 

Total ..................................................... . 
Tota 1 appeals .............................................. .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Adviso~ opinions: 

So 1 emn occas i on opi ni ons ............................... . 
Sentence review only: 

Appeals in the appellate division ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases .......................................... .. 

Total cases 

Manner of disposition 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

180 

X 
X 
0 

56 
236 

257 f 

Filed 

380 
0 
2 

382b 

121 
9 
1 

131 
5T3 

51 
-s2 

565 

Disposed 

X 
X 
X 

274 

X 
X 
X 

110 
384 

415 

Disposition of appeals 

Ena 
pending 

x 
X 
X 

288 

X 
X 
X 

77 
365 

o 
42 

--;j2 

407 

Civil Criminal Total £.i!.i!. Criminal ~ 

Signed opinion .. " .............. 143 73 216 
Per curiam and memorandum 

opinions ..................... 17 9 
So lemn occasion opinions ....... 1 0 

Status of pending caseload (appeals) (12/31/80) 

Not yet at issue...................... 216 
At issue awaiting oral argument ••••••• 67 
Orally argued awaiting oplnion •••••••• 82 

26 
1 

Written opinions: 
Denied ................... 90 
Sustained •••••••••••••••• 48 
Dismissed ................ 20 
Remanded •••••••••••.••••• 2 

Total..................... 160 
Non-opinion dispositions: 

Dismissed by Court ••••••• 18 
Withdrawn by defendant ••• 78 
Withdrawn by state ••••••• 0 
Certificate of probable 0 

cause denied........... 10 
Remanded ........ .... ..... 8 

65 
17 
o 
o 

82 

15 
o 

12 
1 
o 
o 

Disposition of sentence review cases 

Sentence unchanged ••••••••••••••• 20 
Sentence reduced ••••••••••••••••• 3 
Sentence increased ••••••••••••••• 0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but Were not available by category. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

155 
65 
20 
2 

242 

33 
78 
12 

1 
10 
8 

Starting September I, 1980, civil appeals were counted as filed when the notice of appeal was filed in the Superior Court. 
This is an earlier point than was prpviously used. There were 61 civil appeals that were counted under the new method that 
would not have been countea under the old method. 

fBeginning pending figure for 1980 does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
The figures are as given in the annual report. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1980 (Auburn, Maine: 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MAINE SUPERIOR COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
16 counties, 14 judges 

January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

. Civil d: 
Law: 

Other civil ................................................. . 
Tort: 

Dages ..................................................................................................... .. P:~sona 1 i nju ry •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ........................................................ . 

Contract '" ................................................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce .................................................. .. 

Support/custody: 
URESA .................................. , ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of ' trial court case: 
Infraction appeal ......................................... . 
Other appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extraordinary writs: 

Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vi 1 : 

Habitual offender •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ci vi 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal d: 
Felony: 

Classes A. B. and C •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mi sdemeanor: 

Classes 0 and E •••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other crimiralJ ............................................... . 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Traffic: 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

2.933 f 

1. 672
f
f 

1.579 
3,251~ 
2.194 

442f 

1.345f 
1.787f 

23f 
159f 
182f 

60 

~f 

10.51Of 

1.7451 

1. 3791 
--lli 

3.5641 

Filed 

2.347 

1,087 
985 

2,072 
1.349 

490 

2,035 
2,525 

30 
183 
213 

51 

38 

8.595 

2,915 

2,083 
-ill. 
5.729 

Disposed 

2.172 

931 
852 

1.783 
1.272 

479 

1.552 
2.031 

32 
208 
240 

66 

54 

7.618 

2.555 

2.282 
-1Ql 

5.538 

Ena 
pending 

3.070 

1.828 
1.712 
3.540 
2.271 

453 

1.828 
2.281 

21 
134 
155 

45 

-.J!Z. 
11.449 

2.105h 

1.180h 
--1ZQh 

3.755h 

Other traffic violation: 1.315
1 

3.460 
Title 29j ................................................. .. 3.500 l,275h 

3.500 1.275h 1.3151 3.460 Total traffic ................................................... _______________________ _ 

Grand total , ..................................................... 

Trial d 
Jury Non-jur~ Total 

Civil- .................... 155 285 440 
Criminal and trdffic ...... 488 196 684 

Grand total ................ 643 481 1.124 

Time interval data (daz:s) 

o to 61 to 121 to 
60 120 180 

Civil : ~. ~ daz:s 

memo to pretrial conference 227 409 281 -p;:etrial 
18 30 Pretrial conference to jury trial ....... 8 

25 66 38 Pretri a 1 conference to jury-waived trial 

o to 31 to 61 to 
30 60 90 

Criminal n: 
daz:s days ~ 
2.137 947 853 Filing to first appearance .............. 

408 558 592 First appearance to guilty plea ••••••••• 
25 37 43 First appearance to jury trial ........... 

17 38 First appearance to jury-waived trial ... 8 
All first appearances to disposition •••• 731 1.142 1,116 

288 

15.389f 

181 to 
240 
days 

135 
8 

37 

91 to 
120 
daz:s 

563 
392 

55 
21 

810 

over 
240 
daz:s 

140 
85 
66 

over 
120 
daz:s 

1,601 
1,325 

271 
89 

2.749 

17,784 16.656 16.479 

Civil dispositions 

Default judgments ............. 297 
Oismissed by plaintiff. 

settlements, and stipulated 
judgments (Rul e 41 (a» ...... 2,742 

Dismissed by court (Rule 41(a» 1,361 
Summary judgment .............. 218 
Final order ................... 1,622 
Divorce decree •••••••••••••••• 353 
Appeal sustained •••••••••••••• 20 
Appeal denied ••••••••••••••••• 130 
Writ denied ••••••••••••••••••• 1: 
Writ granted ................ .. 
Court finding ••••••••••••••••• 178 
Jury verdict •••••••••••••••••• 130 
Directed verdict •••••••••••••• 7 
Multiple judgments •••••••••••• 14 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 525 

1 

fl'· I 
fl 
~ 

r jJ 'I 

:1 
I 
i 

I 
,I , 
) 
; 

I 
I 
! 
,/ 
I 
1 , 
J 
I 
I 
i , 
I 

.1 
! 

1 
I 
! 

Criminal and traffic dispositions 

Jury trial: 
Convicted.......................... 335 
Acquitted.......................... 149 

Non-jury trial: 
Convicted.......................... 134 
Acquitted •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 53 

Guilty plea .......................... 4.429 
Mistrial................... .......... 35 
Dismissed by court ••••••••••••••••••• 121 
Dismissed by District Attorney 

(Rule 48(a)) ••••••••••••••••••••••• 3.014 
District Court bail revised •••••••••• 131 
District Court bail affirmed ••••••••• 66 
Juvenile appeal denied ••••••••••••••• 16 
Juvenile appeal sustained •••••••••••• 13 
Juvenile appeal, new sentence •••••••• 1 
Probation revoked •••••••••••••••••••• 68 
Not guilty by reason of insanity..... 4 
Filed case ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 146 
Other ..... •••••••••• ........ ••••• .... 322 

Boldface headings indicate the claSSifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the informations. indictments, or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted by the state with the beginning of voir dire. A non-jury trial is counted when opening arguments have begun. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 Court year: 
h Figures are as given in the annual report. 
Figure was computed: 

. End pending figure for the 1980 court year was computed from beginning pending, filed, and disposed figures. JExplanation of data included in the category: 
Title 29 cases are OUI (operating under the influence) cases and other traffic offenses. 

l End pending figure was calculated from filed, disposed, and beginning pending data. Special Source or revision in the data: 

Beginning pending figures for the 1980 Court year were taken from the end pending figures for the 1979 Court year given in the 1979 annual report. 
mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Civil trial data do not include URESA cases. 
nInformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 

Filing to first appearance and first appearance to disposition figures inclUde data on indictments, transfers appeals, and 
juvenile appeals. First appearance to guilty plea, first appearance to jury trial, and first appearance to jury waived trii\l figures inclUde data on indictments, transfers, and appeals only. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts. Annual Report 1980 (Auburn, Maine: 1981). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MAINE DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

33 courts, 19 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Civil bd : 
La",: 

eivi I ....................................................... . 
Money judgments •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Support/custody: 
Reciprocal ................................................ . 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Menta 1 heal th ................................................ .. 

Total civil ....................................................... 

Criminal d: 
Felony: 

Classes A, B, and C •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Misaemeanor: 

Classes D and E •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic criminal ............................................ . 
Civil violations and traffic infractions ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Tota I traffic ................................................... 

Juvenile: 

Tota 1 juvenil e .................................................. 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Chili: 

Beg1 nnTng 
pendingK 

N./A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-1l!A 
N/A 

N/A 

-1l!A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

La", ................... . 
Small claims ......... .. 
Marriage dissolution ••• 
Mental health •••••••••• 

Total .................. . 
Criminal: 

2.991
i
i 

2,048. 
2,0021 

384i 
7.425i 

Felony... .............. 240 
Misdemeanor •••••••••••• 2.185 

Total ................... 2.425 
Traffi c •••••••••••••••••• 2.820 
Juvenile ................. 995 

Grand Total ••••••••••••••• 13.665 

Filed Disposedi 

14,029 12,457 
6,846 6,570 

20.875 19.027 
20.197 17 ,509 

7.593 7,526 

N/A 
7,526i 

N/A. 
7.5931 

~ ---ill. 
49.564i 44.959i 

3.047 2.551 

26.316 25,056 

29.363 27,607 

56.074 45,492 
92.495 96.449 

148.569 145.941 

148.569 145.941 

3.965 3.941 

231.461i 222.448; 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A ~ This case type is handied by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

d 
The courts located in Fort Kent and Van Buren Counties have jurisdiction over crllllinal. traffic, and juvenile cases only. 

Case definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments. or complaints. 
A jury trial is count~d by the state with the beginning of voir dire. A non-jury trial is counted when the opening arguments 

. have begun. 
iOata are incomplete: 

No supportlcustody data were available for this court during 1980. 
Civil trial figures do not include trials held in the District Court located in Portland. 

Source: Administrative Office or the Courts, Annual Report 1980 (Auburn, Maine: 1981). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MAINE ADMINISTRATIVE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 
1 judge. 1 associate judge 

July I, 1980 to December 30, 1980 

BeglOnlOg Fi led Di sposedk un< tno ___________________________ ---lp~eC!.!nd~l~·n!.llgc-__________ ~ _____ Pi!TI~_ 

Child: 
Appeal: 

Appeal of a~inistrative agency case: 
Bureau of liquor enforcement ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Department of Secretary of State ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bureau of Maine State Police ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Department of Human Services ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real Estate COl1lT1ission .................................... . 
Maine Department of 8usiness Regulation •••••••••••••••••••• 
Harness RaCing COl1lT1ission ................................ .. 
Board of Dental Examiners ................................ .. 
Board of COl1lT1issioners for Profession of Pharmacy ••••••••• 
Appeal from Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages •••••••••••••••••• 
state Board of Licensure of Medical Facilities 

other than Hospitals .................................... . 
Appeal from decision of Harness Racing COl1lT1ission •••••••••• 
Department of Environmental Protection ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Grand tota I ..................................................... . 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-.!J/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface.headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = ThlS case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of acomplaint. 

293 235 N/A 
0 0 N/A 

11 12 N/A 
5 3 N/A 
0 0 N/A 
0 0 N/A 

15 5 ilIA 
2 1 N/A 
0 0 N/A 
2 2 N/A 

1 0 N/A 
0 0 N/A 
1 0 N/A 
~ -.lli. -.!J& 

330 258 N/A 

330 258 N/A 

Source: Admini~trative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1980 (AubUrn. Maine: 1981). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

MAINE PROBATE COURT 
Court of li~ited jurisdiction 

16 courts, 16 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court for 1980. 
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MARYLAND COURT SYSTEM, ~980 

Certilll'ari 
of District 

Cuurt appeals. 

t 

COURT OF APPEALS 
:' judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Ccrtior.ui review of Court uf Speci,,1 

ApP!'"ls. 
- Uniform Certific,ltion of Questions 

uf L,lIv Act. 

COURT OF 
SPECIAL APPEALS 
13 judges 
jurisdiction: . . .. 
- Exclusive initial appellate JUrisdictIOn 

O\'er any reviewable judgment uf a 
Circuit Court or Orph"IlS' Court, 
except for appeals in criminal cases 
in which the de,llh penalty is imposed. 

j 

CIRCUIT COURT (29) 
97 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil ,lCtiuns over $2,500. Probate 

in Montgomery and Harford c"unties. ~de nuvo_ 
- Felonies, misdemeanurs (fine greater I ~ 

th,'n $2.500, sentence gre"ler than juvenile 
3 yearsl. in Muntgomery 

County. - juvenile (except Muntgomery County). 
- Administrative appeals. . 
Appeals dt- novo and on record. 

jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (12) 
85 judges and chief judge 
jurisdiction: 

J 

- Civil actions under $5,ooo.I"ndlord 
,lnd ten,lIlt. 

- Felony iheft if value is under $500. 
misdemeanors. urdinance violations 
(fine less than $2.500. sentence less 
than 3 years). Felony preliminaries. 

- juvenile (in Montgomery County). 

No jury tri"ls. 

t Indicates mute uf appeal. 
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ORPHANS' COURT (22) 
bb judges 
JUrisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdictiun over adminis

tration of estates of decedents and 
minors, urphans. wards. and guard
ians. Handled by Circuit Court in 
Monlgom~ry and H.uford counties. 

Court of 
last 

rl'sort 

Intermediate 
,'ppellate 

court 

Cllurt of 
general 

jurisdiction 

CllUrts of 
limited 

jurlsdictilln 

i 

.1 , 
I 

MARYLAND COURT OF APPEALS 
Court of last resort 

7 judges 
Jutf I, 1979 to June 30, 19BO 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal ................................................... .. 
Juvenile .................................................... . 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases; 
Original proceedings: 

Disciplinary .. , ........................................... . Requests to appeal: 
Applications for certiorari: 

Civil ................................................... . 
Criminal ................................... _, ........... . 

Total ................................................ , ... .. 
Total other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases 
..... " " J:: ••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••• " ••••••••• " •••• 

Manner of dispositionm 

Reported opinions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Unreported opinions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Disposition of appeals 

123 
17 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

o 

o 
o 
o 

---0 

40 

Cfvl1j Criminal Juvenile ~ 
Law Eguity Total Affi rmed .................... 24 17---;n- IB 2 61 Modified and affirmed ....... O. 1 1 2 0 3 Reversed .................... 26 12 3B 32 1 71 Affirmed in part, reVersed 

in part ................... 5 6 0 7 Remanded without affirmance 
or reversal ............... 1 0 1 2 0 3 Dismissed, opinion filed •••• 0 1 1 1 0 2 Dismissed without opinion ••• 0 0 0 0 0 0 Dismissed prior to argument 
or submission ............. 2 3 5 4 2 11 Transferred to Court of 
Special Appeals ......... .,. 0 1 1 1 0 2 Stayed ...................... 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Filed 

46h (l21je 

24 

250 
245 
495 
519 

565 (121)e 

Disposed 

94 
61 
5 

100' 

24 

1B6 ( 64)e 
1BB ( 57)e 
374 (121)e 
398 {121 )e 

55Sk(121)e 

gnd 
pending 

24 
23 
o ---.rr 

0 

0 
0 
0 

--0 

47 

Disposition of applications for certiorari 

Civil 
Granted •••••••••••• ~ 
Denied ••••••••••••• 1B2 
Dismissed •••••••••• 2 
Withdrawn •••••••••• 2 

Total.......... ..... 250 

Criminal 
-V-

IS7 
1 
o 

245 

Total -m 
369 

3 
2 

495 

Time interval data (average days, months) 

Original filing to disposition 
in Circuit Court ••••••••••••• 

Disposition in Circuit Court 
to docketing ••••••••••••••••• 

Docketing to argument •••••••••• 
Argument to decision ••••••••••• 

Days Months 

4B6 16.2 

2B1 9.4 
112 3.7 

B3 2.S 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Applications for certiorari when granted are not counted as dispositions until the resulting appeal is disposed; a filing is 

h not counted for the associated appeal. These granted applications for certiorari are the numbers appearing in parentheses. Figure was computed: 
. Civil and criminal appeal filings and dispositions were computed from available data. JExplanation of data included in the category: 
k Juvenile appeals are combined in the figures given for civil appeals for beginning pending and filed figures. Additional information: 

The Court of Appeals also admitted 703 persons to the practice of law, 61 of which were admitted from other jurisdictions. mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Eleven opinions were per curiam. Thirteen dissenting opinions and one concurring opirion were also filed. 

Soul'ce: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1979-S0 (Annapolis, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and corr~ctions were supplied by the clerk of the court during data verification. 
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MARYLAND COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

13 judges 
July 1. 1979 to June 30. 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Law ....................................................... . 
Equity .................................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Criminal .................................................... . 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

53 
30 
83 
76 

Juvenile ..................................................... ) 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

o 
-m 

Other cases: 
Ori gina I proceedings ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal: 

Application for leave to appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases 

Manner of dispositionm 

Reported opinions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 218 
Unreported opinions, all per curiam ••••••••••• 843 

Disposition of appeals 

o 
-0 

159 

Civil Crimi nal Juvenile Total 
Law Equlty Total 

Affi rmed ........................... 192 109 301 472 13 786 
Modified and affi rmed .............. 3 1 4 1 0 5 
Reversed ............................ 62 38 100 99 4 203 
Affi rmed in part, reversed in part 15 13 28 11 1 40 
Remanded without affirmance or 

reversal ......................... 5 7 12 3 1 16 
Di smi ssed, opinion filed ........... 22 7 29 1 0 30 
Dismissed, without opinion ••••••••• 0 0 0 2 0 2 
Dismissed prior to argument or 

submi ss i on ....................... 146 87 233 96 11 340 
Transferred to Court of Appeals .... 18 20 38 10 2 50 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Filed Disposed 

4951( X)e 464 
3731( x)e 282 
8681( X)e 746 
B541 ( X)e 695 
531( X)e 32 

1,785 1 {IDle 1,473 

1071 95 pOle 
107 95 lo)e 

1,8921 (Io)e 1,568k(10)e 

End 
pending 

88 
79 

167 
177 
13 

-mg 

o 
--0 

:157 

Disposition of applications for leave to appeal 

Post-
convi cti on 

Granted •••••••••• 9 
Denied ••••••••••• 77 
Wi thdrawn ........ 0 
Remanded ••••••••• 5 
Dismissed •••••••• 7 

Total....... ...... 98 

Inmate 
gri evance Tota I 

1 --ro 
6 83 
o 0 
o 5 
o 7 
7 105 

Time interval data (average months) 

Days Months 
Original filings to dispositions 
in court below ••••••••••••••••• 465 15.5 

Disposition in Circuit Court to 
docketing •••••••••••••••••••••• 110 3.7 

Docketing to argument ••••••••••• 171 5.7 
Argument to decision •••••••••••• 27 0.9 

Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Applications for leave to appeal when granted are not counted as dispositions until the resulting appeal is disposed; a new 

filing is not counted for the associated appeal. These granted applications for leave to appeal dre the numbers appearing 
in parentheses. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given in the annual report and by the clerk of the court. 

kAdditional information: 
The court also considered 30 miscellaneous matters during the year, in addition to its regular caseload. 

ISpecial source or revision in the data: 
Filing figures were supplied by the clerk of the court during data verification. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Three dissenting opinions and five concurring opinions were also filed. 

SoUrce: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Re~ort 1979-1980 (Annapolis, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed were necessary, and additional information was supplied by the clerk of the 
court dUring data verification. 
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MARYLAND CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

29 courts. 97 judges 
July 1. 1979 to June 30. 1980 

Civi1 d: 
Law: 

Confessed judgments ......................................... . 
~~~:~t 1 ~~ d~ i ; ~q' ~~~t ........................................ .. ......................................... 

T
Tctal ........................................................ . 
ort: 
Auto tort: 

Motor tort ............................................... .. 
Other tort: 

Other tort ................................................ . 
Consent cases ............................................ .. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Contract .................... , ............................... .. 
Rea 1 property ri ghts: • 

Condemnation ................................................ . 
Foreclosure ................................................. . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Equity: 

Other equi ty ............................................. . 
Domestic relations: ••• 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce, nullity, maintenance ............................ .. 

Adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other domestic relations: 

Paternity ................................................. . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Estate: 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Petition for 9uardianship ................................ .. 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of trial court case ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Extraordinary writ: 

Habeas corpus ............................................... . 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Crimina1 d: 

Felony/misdemeanor: 

Beginning 
pending 

x 
X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

x 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

___ X 

88,359f 

~~~suppo~t . •• • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • X 
er crlmlOal ............................................... X 

Adult offenses against juveniles ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• (j) 
Total •• ....................................................... X 

Appeal of trial court case: 
Appeals from District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Postconviction remedy: 
Postconviction ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Sentence review only: 
Applications for review of criminal sentences •••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total criminal 
••••••••••••••••••••••• "11 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 20,107ij 

Juveni1ea: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Delinquency..... ••••• ........... ..... ••• ........ ............. X 
Other juvenile: 

Child in need of assistance/child in need of supervision..... ___ X 

Total JUVenile ................................................... 

Grand total ...................................................... 117,003fi 

Fi led Disposed End 
pending 

2,194 2,255 X 
2,631 2,214 X 

X 
4,825 4,469 X 

6,358 5,507 X 

2,411 2,102 X 
210 241 X 

2,621 2,343 X 
8,979 7,850 X 
7,434 5,617 X 

320 474 X 
3,673 3,414 X 
3,993 3,888 X 

10,180 10,709 X 

32,444 32,017 X 
1,932 2,194 X 

12,047 11,303 X 
46,423 45,514 X 

700 676 X 

2,391 1,992 X 
946 999 X 

3,337 2,991 X 

--..ill. --lli. ___ X 

86,295 82,173 92,481 

1,855 2,010 X 
32,385 34,948 X 

172 150 (j) 
34,412 37,108 X 

4,379 4,437 X 

388 441 X 

--ill. ---ill -1YA 
39,449 42,227 17 ,278 i j 

21.416 23,138 X 

~ --.bill __ X 

23,945 25,853 6.651j 

149,689 150,253 116,4109i 

Trial d Time interval data (average days)h 

Jury Non-jury 
Civil : 

Law'" 794 1,622 
Equityrn ... 0 16,662 

Total ...... 794 18,284 
Criminal .... 1,826 12,179 

Total ........ 2,620 30,463 

~ 

2,416 
16,662 
19,078 
14,005 
33,083 
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Civil : 

Filing to trial 
or hearing 

Lawn ••••••••••• 
Equityn ...... .. 

Total .~ ........ . 
CriminalJ •••••••• 
JuvenileJ •••••••• 

409 
177 
2061 
134 
84 

Fil i ng to 
di spositi on 

375 
285 
2,081 
155 

97 

(continued on next page) 
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Maryland Circuit Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X : The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
All juvenile cases are heard in this court in all counties except Montgomery County, ... i~ere they are heard in the District 

Court. Juvenile data for Montgomery County are given in the District Court profile. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury t'rial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the pOint when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
Time interval data were computed by weighting the individual court's average by the number of trials per court. 

iData are not complete: 
. Criminal and grand total pending do not include sentence review only cases. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Pending figures for adult offenses against juveniles are included in the total pending for juvenile cases. 
lSpeciaJ source or revision in the data: 

Time interval figures for total civl cases were provided by the administrative office of the court during data verification. mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
The equity category for trial data includes domestic relations, equity, and foreclosure. The law category includes all other civil categories. 

nInformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data. 
The equity category for time interval data includes domestic relations, equity, and foreclosure. The law category includes all other civil categories. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1979-80 (Annapolis, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was supplied by the administrative 
office of the court dUring data verification. 

MARYLAND DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

12 districts, 85 judges and chief judge 
July 1. 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Civild: 
Law: 

Contract and tort cases ..................................... . 
Real property rights: 

Landlord and tenant ......................................... . 
Other civil ................................................... . 

Total ci vil ..................................................... 
Criminal bd: 

Misdemeanor: 
Criminal .................................................... . 
Adult offenses against juveniles ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total criminal ................................................. .. 

Traffic: 

Tota 1 tra ffi c ............................... .:. .................. . 
Juvenilej: 

Criminal-type offense: 
De 1 i nquency ............................................... . 

Other juveni 1 e: 
Child in need of aSSistance/child in need of supervision ... 

Total juvenile ................................................ 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

NiA 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
X 
~ 

Xi 

N/A 

X 

__ X 

X 

Filed 

121,786 

323,009 
13.931 

458,726 

N/A 
4 

N/A 

4i 

581,48B 

2,021 

502 

2,523 

Grand total ...................................................... I,OU fi l,042,741i 

Non-jury trial d Traffic dispositions 

Disposed 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
14 
~ 

14i 

N/A 

2,140 

--lli. 
2,694 

Civil .................... 46,823 
Traffic •••••••••••••••••• 178,284 Cases paid ••••••••••• 403,204 
Total... ................. 225,107 
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End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
-.JY.A 

N/A 

N/A 
X 
~ 

Xi' 

N/A 

X 

__ X 

X 

830 i 

I 
! 

! 
) 

I 
I 
i 
! 
i 

~ 
I 
I , 

I 
J 

I 

I 
I 
i 
t 

Boldface headings indicat th 1 . 
N/A • This case type is h~ndl:dcbassiflcations used by the CSIM project. 
X = The data for ths case type ar~ ~~~w~o~~tb b~t ihe data are unavailable. 
b e nc uded in the total but were not available by category. par5~~~1~~rc~u:tiorlreporting system information: 
d rIm na cases were unavailable a 1 
Case d~finition or unit of count: s a resu t of data processing problems. 

A cIvil case is counted with th fil' 
The cr~minal case unit of counteis t~ng ofba petition or complaint. 
A non-Jury trial is counted at th ~ num er of defendants on the information indictment 

fBegt~ning pending f!gure for the 198~ ~~~~; ;~=~ ~~e~p~~~ng strt~~ent or the. intr~duction of ~n~re~i~~~~~n~~curs. 
iD t 19ures ~re as gIven in the annual report equa e end pendIng fIgure for the 1979 court year' a a ~r~ not complete:' . 

Cr1m1nal filings and dispositions in 1 d 
Total d';sposed and pending data incl~d~ ~ ~d~lt offenses against juveniles only. 

8Expi~~:~i~~1~~ ~:~: 1~cl~~eJnf~u~hea~~t~grOimri~!~I~:~e:d~~~eg~f~~~~~ ~f~~~~!sj~~~r~~~Sj~~~nrl::nile cases only. 
JuvenHe dat Y. • ""'" a are cases heard in the District Ct. 

;~~fr~:~d in the Circuit Court. Data for jUV~~rlel~a~~~t~~~:r~eC~~~~~o~~;~·co~~tyth~rereml.ailndderdof thhe st~te,.juvenile cases 
Source: 

Administrative Office of the Courts Annual 
nc u e on t e CIrcuIt Court 

except that totals have been c·ompute'd where Report 1979-80 (Annapolis Maryland) St . i 
necessary. ' • atlst cs are from the annual report 

-'------------------~~ 
There were no data available f 

MARYLAND ORPHAN'S COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

22 counties, 66 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

or cases handled in the Orphan's Court for fiscal year 1980. 
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MASSACHUSETTS COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

De.lth penalty. 
life impris\>nment' 

SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
"7 justices 
Jurisdiction! 
- Original jurisdiction in equit>' matters ,lnd caSes arising under specific 

sl,ltutes which c.lnnllt be tr.lnsferred to a lower court. 
- Final.,ppellate jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters. 
- Criminal appe.,ls of de.lth or life imprisonment sentence. 
Appell.,te review of c.lses from Appeals Court On certification. 

APPEALS COURT 
bjudges 
Jurisdiction: 

I 

- Civil actions. equity m.ltters. "dministrative appe.lls. 
.lnd proccedinlls rei.lting to exlr.,ordinary writs. 
Criminal m.lIters (e~cept death or life imprisonment>. 

TRIAL COURT OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
258 justices 

SUPERIOR COURT 
DEPARTMENT (14) 
5b justices 
Jurisdiction: 

DISTRICT COURT 
DEPARTMENT (69) 
153 justices 
Jurisdiction: 

BOSTON MUNICIPAL COURT 
DEPARTMENT 
<;) justices 
Jurisdiction: 

- Origin.,l jurisdict,on in all d\'i1.lnd crimin.ll 
matters except where .1I1otherdep.,rtment 
h.lS exduSi\·eorigin.,1 jurisdicti\lll. 

- Original civil jurisdirtion under $4,500. 
SOlall d.lim. under $7.50. 

- Felonies (sentence less than five ye,lrs); 
misdemeMlOrs. munidp.,l ordin.lnce 
violations. 

- Civil matters under $4,500. 
- Felonies (fine less than $5,000, sentence 

Jess than 5 years). Misdeme"nors, 
munkip.,l ordinance violations. lury tri.,ls. 

JUVENILE COURT 
DEPARTMENT (4) 
;jlJ~hu~~ 

]urbuid'llIl: 
(Lll,.Hed in an,tnn. 
Woreh,·.t.r.Sprinllficld, 
.lOU Snsln!.) 
- AIl,uvcnilc m.lIter,. 

/urr tn.,ls (b-p"rs,>n' 

t Indic.l!es route 11f .,ppe.,!. 

Appe.lls of C.lses origin.,ting in this 
dep.lrtment heard in ,1Il Appdl.,te Division. 
Jury tri,lls (o-person) de 11\)\'0 and in the first 
instance. 

HOUSING COURT 
DEPARTMENT (2) 

LAND COURT 
DEPARTMENT 

3 justices 
Jurisdiction: 

3 justices 
Iurisdictilln: 

Appeals of cases originating in this depart
ment he,lrd in an Appellate Division. 
Jury trials (6-person) de novo and in the first 
instance. 

PROBATE AND 
FAMIL Y COURT 
DEPARTMENT (14) 

(Located in Hampden County 
and the City of Boston.) 
- Matters (civil and crimina/) 

relating to health, safety, or 
welfare of occupant in place of 
human habit.,tion. 

- Land confirmation .lOd 
rellistratilln and related 
matters. 

2.7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations, prob.,te of 

wills, administr.ltilln llf 
estates. divorce and 
annulment, guardianship, 
adoption matters, and name 
chanlles. 

- Equity, 

• Appe.,ls gener"lly m"y be t.lken to either the Appe"ls C\)urt or the Supreme Judicial Cllurt with the Supreme Judici.,1 Courl dccidinf\ which CllLJrl 
will he.lr e.ll'h ''''51.'. 
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MASSACHUSETTS SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
September I, 1979 to August 31, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Fu 11 court appea 1 s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
SIngle justice appeals 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Ori gi na 1 proceedi ngs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal 

Tota 1 other cases " .......................................... . 

BegJnnlOg 
pendingJ 

134 
N/A 

1W 

Total cases ..................................................... 134i 

Filed Disposed 

357 3DOh 
N/A 28 

"""35fi -m 

357i 328 

Manner of disposition 

Full court appeals: 

Disposition of full court appeals 

Written opinions ••••••••••••••••• 205 
Without opinion: 

Oismissed ....................... 14 
Rescript opinions •••••••••••••••• 19 

Tota 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 224 
Summary di sposed ................ 56 
Transferred to Appeals Court •••• 6 

Boldface headings lndlcate the classlflcatlons used by the CStM proJect. 
B1an~ space ~ Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given In or as calculated from the unpublished data. 

hFigure was computed: 

End 
pendingj 

1259 
N/A 

-mgi 

1259i 

The number of full court appeals disposed was calculated by adding the number of opinions to the number of cases dismissed and 
· the number summary disposed. 
1 Da'ta not complete: 

Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court justices also sit (on a rotational basis) in ·sing1e justice sessions." No filing or 
· pending data were available on the number of cases handled in these single justice sessions. 
JExp1anation of data included in the category: 

Pending case figures do not include cases on which argument had been heard but no opinion had been released. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Supreme Judicial Court. 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Total appeal s 

Other cases: 

MASSACHUSETTS APPEALS COURT 
Intermediate appellate court 

6 judges 
September I, 1979 to August 31, 1980 

Begl nm ng 
pendingJ 

Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases ........................................... .. 

Total cases .................................................... . 677 

Filed Disposed 

1,210 1,041 

Manner of disposition Oisposition of appeals 

Full opinions ........................ 237 
Rescript opinions •••••••••••••••••••• 243 

Total ................................. 480 

Without opinion: 
Summarily disposed without hearing 123 
Dismissals/appeals withdrawn/remands ••••• 245 
Transferred to the Supreme 

Judicial Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 193 

Boldface headings indlcate the classifications used by the cstM project. 
Blank space ~ Not enough information is Known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 

~ 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Figures are as given in or as calculated from the unpublished data. 
hFigure was computed: 

End . 
PendingJ 

7289 

The number of appeals disposed was calculated by adding the number of opinions to the number of cases disposed without 
· opi ni on. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Pending case figures do not include cases on which argument had been heard but no opinion had been released. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Supreme Judicial Court. 
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Chi ld: 
Other civil: 

MASSACHUSETTS SUPERIOR COURT DEPARTMENT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

14 courts, 56 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

BeglOO1 ng 
pending 

Jury cases .................................................. . x 
X 

80.8541 
Non-jury cases .............................................. . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total ci vi 1 80,8541 

Crimina1 d: 
Appeals ...................................................... " 959 

23.729fk Other criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 crimi na 1 

Grand total 

24.688f 

105.542f 

Disposition of appeals 

Withdrawn ••••••••••••••••••• 303 
Dismissed ................... 703 
Sentences reduced ••••••••••• 38 
Sentences increased ••••••••• 0 

Total ....................... 1.044 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

Filed 

X 
X 

31.7861 

31.7861 

711 
22.781 

23.492 

55,278 

Disposed 

X 
X 

30.4121 

30,4121 

1.044 
30.203 

31.247 

61,659 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

Figures are given in the 1982 Massachusetts Annual Report. 
KAdditional information: 

The 23.729 crminal cases pending on July 1, 1979 involved 11.300 defendants. 
lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

82.2281 

82.2281 

626 
.16,307 

16.933 

99,161 

The figures for civil cases were corrected by the Office of the Chief Administrative Justice during data verification. 
Changes wee the result of a physical inventory and recalculation of caseloads for the time periods. Figures are correctly 
given in the 1982 Massachusetts Annual Report. 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice. Annual Report of the Massachusetts Trial Court. 1980 and 1982 (Boston. Massachusetts: 
1981). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and corrections \~ere 
supplied by the Office of the Chief Administrative JUstice during data verification. 

MASSACHUSETTS DISTRICT COURT DEPARTMENT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

69 diviSions. 153 justices 
July 1. 1979 to June 30. 1980 

Civil d: 
Law: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Supplemenatry process ....................................... . 
Transfers •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rea 1 property ri ghts: 

Summary process ............................................. . 
Small claims: 

Small claims ................................................ . 
Supplementary process ....................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Domestic relations: • 

URESA ••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Menta I health: 

Menta 1 commi tments .......................................... . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of trial court case: 
Appellate Division ....................................... .. 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

-.!ill. 
N/A 

300 

Disposed End 
pending Filed 

76.661. 45.985. N/A 
65.802J 29.191J N/A 
3.001 2.500 N/A 

145,464 77.676 N/A 

24,378 18,527 N/A 

117.801 81.204 N/A 
(j) N/A 

81,2D4i N/A 
(j) 

117.801i 

4.457 2,302 N/A 

2,514 2.300 N/A 

69 __ 5_4 ~ 

294.683 182.063 N/A 

Criminald: 
Hi sdemeanor: 

Criminal complaintsj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other criminal: N/A 

Appeals to Jury Sessions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• --!ill. 
Total criminal .................................................. N/A 

Traffici : 
N/A 
N/A 

DWI/DUIj ...................................................... . 
Parking ....................................................... . 
Other traffic violation: 

N/A 
N/A 

-.!ill. 

Motor vehicle complaints i ................................... . 
Juvenile motor vehicle complaints •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total traffic ................................................... N/A 

Juvenfle: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Other complaints ............................................ . 
Status offense: N/A 

Children in need of services ................................ . 
Non-offense: N/A 

Care and protection •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -.!ill. 
Total juveni le ................................................. . N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 

Traffic dispositions 

Parking: 
Tickets ••••••••••••••••• 1.040.921 
Complaints disposed of •• 434,323 

208,026j X 

20.718 -1Y.A 
228,744j Xi 

(j) X 
2,611,542 1,475,244 

420,554 X 
9,792 X 

430.346 X 

3.041.888; 1,475,244i 

25,545 X 

3,218 1,839 

11237 671 

30,000 2,51Oi 

3,595,315 2,166,875i 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable or not in a useable form. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but ~ere not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

i The criminal case unit of count is the number of complaints. 
Data are not complete: 

N/A 

--!ill. 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-.!ill. 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

-.!ill. 
N/A 

N/A 

Total criminal disposed and grand total disposed figures do not include other criMinal cases. 
Motor vehicle complaints were somewhat under-reported in FY1980 due to the passage of decriminalized motor vehicle legislation 

Decriminalization took effect January 1. 1979. Some local courts included the decriminalized case figures with the motor 
vehicle complaint figures when reporting 1980 data; others did not. The data reported here is not strictly comparable to 
simi lar data reported for previous years. 

Total traffic filed and grand total filed figure does not include DWI/DUI, parking, or operating so as to endanger. 
Total traffic disposed figure does not Include DWI/DUI or juvenile motor vehicle complaint cases. Grand total disposed 

. figure does not include crf~inal appeals cases, or juvenile appeal cases. 
JExplanatlon of data included in the category: 

Small claims supplementary process data is Included in the law civil supplementary process data. 
Criminal complaints include some felony cases. A maximum 5-year sentence may be given in these felony cases. 
Total misdeilleanor and crl.inal flled cases include OWI/DUI and operating so as to endanger cases. 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice. Annual Report of the Massachusetts Trial Court, 1980 (Boston Massachusetts: 1981). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary: 
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BOSTON MUNICIPAL COURT OEPARTMENT, MASSACHUSETTS 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 court, 9 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Civil d: 
Law: 

Civil .................................................. . 
Supplementary process .................................. . 
Transfer from Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................... •••••••••••••• .. • .. ••• .. •••••••• 
Real property ri ghts: 

Summary process ........................................ . 
Small claills: 

Small claims ........................................... . 
Supplementary process small claims .................... .. 

Total ................................................... . 
Oo~stic relations: 

URESA .................................................. . 
Mental health: 

Menta 1 commi tments ..................................... . 
Appeal: 

Appeals of trial court cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ................................................ 

Criminald: 
Other criminal: 

Jury-of-six reques~ cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relationsJ ..................................... . 
Other criminal complaints ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................... ••• .. •• .. • .. • .. • 

Total criminal ............................................ 

Traffic: 
Qther traffic violation: 

Criminal complaints .................................... . 
Decriminalized complaints ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................... • .. •••••• .... •••• 

'fatal traffic .................................. •••••• .. •••• 

Grane.' total ........................ ~ ...................................................................... " 

BeglnOl ng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

--1J1A 
N/A 

N/A 
NfA 
N/A 

--1J1A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

--1J1A 
N/A 

N/A 

Trial d Age of pending caseload (days) 
-- Jur, Non-jury Total 

Civil (law) ........ ,... X r,m 
Criminal and trafficJ: 

Jury of sill ......... . 
ComplaintsJ ......... . 

Total ................ . 
Grand total •••••••••••• 

158 791 
X. X 

1581 791 i 
158i 791 i 

949 
8.876 
9.825 

12,354 

Criminal jury of six: 
Under 30 days ••••••• 231 
31 to 60 days ••••••• 71 
61 to 90 days ••••••• 73 
91 to 120 days •••••• 65 
Over 120 days ••••••• 38 

Time interval (criminal appeals) (days) 

Filed 

27,585 
1,247 

368 
29,200 

691 

2,481 
502 

2.983 

225 

23 

__ 2_5 

33,150 

3.339k 
57 

11.594 
14.990 

14,990 

6.097 
9.405 

15.502 

15,502 

63,642 

Disposed 

15,076 
393 
610 

16,079 

362 

1,529 
395 

1,924 

225 

23 

__ 1_0 

18.623 

2.861 
X 
X 

__ X 

X 

X 
NfA __ X 

X 

31.715i 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

--1J1A 
N/A 

ilIA 
N/A 

-1Y...~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

--1J1A 
N/A 

N/A 

Criminal and trafficj dispositions 
. Jury 

ComplaintsJ of six 
Guilty plea ••••••••••••••••••• 1,355 ~ 
Acquitted..................... 968 N/A 
Bound over to grand jury •••••• 695 
Placed on file, dismissed. etc. 4,158 329 
Primary court sentence imposed 84 
Remanded ......... ............. 7 
Default.. ..................... 309 
Appeal withdrawn •••••••••••••• 43; 

Age of disposition: 
Under 30 days •••••••••••• 712 
31 to 60 days •••••••••••• 917 
61 to 90 days •••••••••••• 423 
91 to 120 days ••••••••••• 205 
Over 120 days •••••••••••• 167 

Civil (law) dispositions 

Removed to Superior Court.. 509 
Defaulted •••••••••••••••••• 11.413 

Boldface headings indicate the classification used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted at the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of complaints. 
A trial is counted when the jury is sworn or when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

iData are not complete: 
Figures given for the total number of crilllfna'j and traffic jury and non-jury trials do not include the number of trials held 

for crir,linal complaint or criminal domestic relations cases. Neither are there ca.~es included in the grand total coun~ of 
the number of jury or non-jury trials held. Civil trial figures are not included in the total number of jury and non-Jury 
trials held, either. 

. Total cases disposed do not include traffic decriminalized complaints. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Cri.inal domestic relations cases are Incidents of domestic violence. 
Trial and disposition data given for crillinal and traffic complaint cases include crfilinal domestic relations, traffic 

criminal complaints. and other criminal complaints. No disposition data are given for traffic decriminalized complaints. 

302 

I 

! 
~ 

_________ ~. ~ ----"-1.---------

~~! "OJ 

\

1. . I 
! 
i 
\ 

kAdditional information: 
The 3.339 jury-of-six complaints involved 1.801 defendants. There were 807 requests in the first instance and 2.532 de novo 

appeals. 
Source: Chief A~minjstrative Justice, Annual Report of the Massachusetts Trial Court. 1981 (Boston, Massachusetts: 1981). 

StatistJcs are from the annual report except that totals have been .. omputed where necessary. 

MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 court, 3 justices 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Child: 
Real property rights: 

Land registration and land confirmation •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Subsequent petitions of land registration •••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax liens ....•...•........... II •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Equity and mi sce 11 aneous .................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total civil ............ ., ..................................... .. 

Grand total ..................................................... . 

BegInnIng 
pending 

1.530 
37 

4.785 
8.181 

14.533 

14.533 

14,533 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

k 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Additional informatiOn: 

Flled Disposed End 
pending 

301 541 1,290 
1,810 1,785 62 
2.630 1.789 5.626 
4.116 3.119 9,178 
~ 7.234 16.156 

8.857 7.234 16,156 

8.857 7.234 16,156 

Ouring the court year. 286 decree plans were made and 587 subdivisions were handled by the court in addition to the data 
reported on this profile. 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice. Annual Report of the Massachusetts Trial courtfi 1980 (Boston. Nassachusetts: 1981). 
Statistics are from the annuRI report except that totals have been computed were necessary. 

MASSACHUSETTS JUVENILE COURT DEPARTMENT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

4 courtsb, 7 justices 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Criminald: 
Misdemeanor: 

Adul t ..•....................•..•..... , ........•...•.......• ~. 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Juveniled: 
Crimi na I-type offense: 

Juvenile criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
De Ii nquent .................................................. . 
Appellate--del i nquency ...................................... . 

Total ."",, •. ,," ... " ... ,,"""""" ..•. " .. ""."""" .•.... """""""""""",, .• ,, 
Status offenses: 

Child In need of services •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appellate--child in need of services ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .... """ .••.•. """" •. """"""""" ••.... """"""""" .. """" .. """""" " 
Non-offense: 

Children in need of care and protection •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appellate--care and protection ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total """"" ... """"""""" •. ,,""""",, .. ,,"""""""""",,""""""""""""""""" 

Total jlJvenile ................................................. . 

Grand total""""""""""""""""""""""",,.,,"""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

--1ill. 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NfA 
N/A 

--1Y.A 

N/A 

NfA 

Boldfac!! headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A " This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailab1e. 

Disposed End 
pending Filed 

.-..-ll --1Y.A --1Y.A 
29 N/A N/A 

37 Nif!. N/A 
9.955 N/A N/A 

332 N/A N/A 
10.324 N/A N/A 

1,869 N/A N/A 
1 N/A N/A 

1,870 N/A N/A 

592k N/A N/A 
104 N/A N/A 
~ --1Y.A --1Y.A 

12.890 N/A N/A 

12.919K N/A N/A 

bparticlJlar court or reporting system information: 
The fo~r courts are located In Boston. Bristol. Springfield, and Worcester. The appellate division is located in Boston. 

dCase d.finitlon or unit of count: 
The crimInal and juvenile case unit of count is the number of complaints. 

KAdditional information: 
In the course of conducting the business of the court. 74,523 judicial determinations were made. 
Tne 592 complaints for children in need of care and protection represent 1,305 children. 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice. Annual Report of the Massachusetts Trial Court. 1980 (Boston, Massachusetts: 1981). 
Statistics dre from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MASSACHUSETTS PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT DEPARTMENT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

14 courts, 27 justices 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Civn d,: 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................... . 
Desertions and living apart •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Support/custody: 

Separate support and maintenance ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Custody of mi nors ......................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Adoption .................................................... . 
Other domestic relations: 

Abuse prevent petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Wills ...................................................... . 
Administrations ........................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianships (minor and mentally ill) ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trustp.eships .............................................. . 
Accounts and distributions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Other estate: 

Partitions ............................................... .. 
Real estate sales •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Equitable relief ............ " ............................ . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Other civil ................................................... . 

Total civil 
............................................. 1.0 •••••••• 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••• 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-1!& 
N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

25,601 
82 

25,683 

2,997 
323 

3,320 
2,774 

1,608 
33,385 

13,119 
10,309 
23,428 

2,892 
916 

25,751 
29,559 

226 
3,313 
1,207 
4,746 

57,733 
24,909 

116,027 

116,027 

Disposed 

20,3231 
X 
X 

2,1421 
X 
X 

2,5191 

X 
X 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

8561 
X 
X 

___ X 

153,080 

153,080 

Bo 1 dface headi n9S i ndi cate the c1 assifi cati ons used by the CSIM project. 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X ~ The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase d&finition or unit of count: 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

!I,/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
rI/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-1!& 
N/A 

N/A 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

Disposition figures for some types of cases were provided by the Office of the Chief Administrative Justice during data 
verification. 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice, Annual Report of the Massachusetts Trial Court (Boston, Massachusetts: 1981). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where appropriate, and additional information was 
supplied by the Office of t.he Chief Administrative Justice during data'verification, 
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MASSACHUSETTS HOUSING COURT DEPARTMENT 
Court of general jUrisdiction 

2 courtsb, 3 justices 

: July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Small claillS ......................... .. 
Rea I property ri ghts' ...................... .. 

C' '1 ' 
IV1 ................................ . 

Summary process ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total...... • ............................................ . ................................................... 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminal d: 

Mi sdemeanor: 
Criminal ..................................................... 

Total criminal ........ " 
.r..,. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

---..!ill.. 
N/A 

---..!ill.. 
N/A 

Filed 

1,979 

2,051 
5,629 
7,680 

9,659 

5,258 

5,258 

...................................................... 
N/A 14,917 

305 

Disposed 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

---..!ill.. ---..!ill.. 
N/A N/A 

N/A ---..!ill.. 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
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COURT OF CLAIMS 

MICHIGAN COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
7 jlls.tin~~ 
lurisdirtilll" 
_ CtH,~idl'rs 11ppli('lltion~ fur Il),lVP hl 

,'pPl·"I. nMinly frl11l) dt·(i:.itHlS of tht
Court of Appe"ls, ,1nd gr,lIlts .1 pp ... 1!> 
,1S,' m,lU£tf uf di$l.'r£'tion 

COURT OF APPEALS 
(3 PANELS) 
18 judges 
jurisdiction: 
_ Appe"ls .1S.1 Ilh1ttcr of right fl'l'01 Cir

cuit Cuurl .1nd Recordcr's C"urt of 
Detroit. 

t 
CIRCUIT COU~T (52) 
163 judges 
jurisdiction: 

RECORDER'S COURT OF 
DETROIT 

I lirl'ulI judge sen'es 
lurisdiction: 
_ lurisdidion (werd,lims .1I1c:1 dem.1I1ds 

.1g.,in,1 51,11e ,'v,'r $100 eXl'cpt where 
Ornlit ellurl h.u. jurisdiction, 

-Exclusivc domestic rcl.li(>ns. flluit)', 
.1nd gcner,,1 civil ",'cr $10,000, 

-Exdusive felony jurisdil'tinn cXl'ept 
where therc .1rc sp,·,-i.ll crimin.ll 

23 judgcs 
luri"dirtinn: 
_ ,\11 aimin.11 within D,·ln.il. F"'"n~·. 

mhdt.'IlW,11U1r,l11unilir·1111l"dill.\I\l"l' 
vi,,1.1111'I" .111.1 tr.1ffi, 

Np jury tri,ll~. 

t 
mSTRICT COURT (98) 
l1~judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-E,.lu,i\'" l'i\'illilig.111I1n und"r 
5 I 0.000 [·,duuing '·'1 llll ),. 
Sm. II d.lilll. und,·r$300. 
-Mbdl\nH.',ll'H.lr~. ordilhlnn' 
\'llll,ltil1n~ with ~('nfl'nu'll'~!:> 
thill, 1 Vl'.lr, fl,lllllV 

prl'limi'n.lI'I">, . 

Jury tri.lls, 

Indic.1les mute \If .lpre.11. 

l'tlllrts. 
Appe.lls de nov" "I' on rewrd. 

Jury tri.,ls, 

PROBATE COURT (83) 
10l' jud~l" 
lur,sdktion: 
·E\dusi\"{' jW"h.JldhHl n\""r 
4.'.l~t'!o pt'rt.lininA tll wilf$. 
{\~t.lh'~ •• lnd nthf.'r rcl"tcd 
l1l~lltl'r~. 

-E,du~i\'l' JcllI1'1u('I1(Y, 
d'·pl'ndt'l1lY. ,111U n('gl"r! 
iurisdillif.Hl. 

t 
COMMON PLEAS 
COURT OF DETROIT 
131udgcs 
)urisdkliun: 
-E~dusi\'l' lh'il oll'li'''l> lIl1,J.-r 
$5,000 in Detl'l1it, Ci\'il 
• 1riil"'s ul1dl'r $10.000. 5m.lll 
d.lims under $300. L.lI1lH,'rd 
• 1nd 1('1101nl. 

·Crimin.,1 ,1rr.liAnml'llt:o III 
W~ynl' C""nty, 
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MUNICIPAL COURT 
(8) 
10 judj\es 
lurisdicli(ll1: 
-Civil. 1.1I1dl,'rd .111.1 Il'I1.1 nt 
1I1ldl'r $ J.':;oo, S\lnw l\ltlrtt:. 

h.ll1dll·>lll.111 d.lim •. 
.. iv1i~dl'nH;,'''\)I"s. (r,lf1it.: ,lUll 
ordil101l1ll' \'illl.111on. with 
fll1\'.I,·". Ih.1II 5500.111.1 
~f.·llh'lln·ll·~~ llMn':\ nhu"h~ 

Cnurt 
"f l,lS1 
ff,' 5llrt 

Illlcfl11cdi.ll· 
.lppcll.1I,· 

ftlurt 

C,'"ri>O( 
g(,lwr,,1 

'uri~dll'titln 

C'Iurbllf 
1111111,·.1 

jlll'bdi,litll1 

r 
1 
l ' 

MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

End Begl nm ng 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals ........................................................ X 

Tota I appea Is •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , • • • • • • • • --X-

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Disciplinary: 
State Bar Grievence Board •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superintending control of Grievence Board or Board of 

Law Examiners ........................................... . 
Judicial Tenure Commission ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Advisory opinion: 

Request for advisory opinion from Governor or Legislature •• 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Requests .to appeal: 
Applications from decision of Court of Appeals ••••••••••••••• 
Applications prior to decision of Court of Appeals ••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Tota I other cases ............................................. .. 

Total cases 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X ---x 

BOgf 

(84)e X X 
(84)e --X --X 

2 X X 

3B X X 
2 X X 

45 X X 

2 X X 
47 X X 

1.770 X ( X)e X 
33 X ( x)e X 

1.B03 1.179 (B4)e X 
I.B50 X (B4}e --X 

1.850 (84)e 1.517 (B4)ek 1.142 

Dis~osition of cases 

Dismissed or withdrawn ••••••••• 19 

Manner of disposition 

Written opinion •••••••••••••••• 114 
Order without opinion •••••••••• 205 Cases granted •••••••••••••••••• B4 

Denial of leave to appeal ...... 1.179 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X : The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Requests to appeal 9ranted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for the appeal. 

These granted requests to appeal are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 19BO court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

k 
Figure is an given in the annual report. 

Additional information: 
The court also issues aprpoximately 1.000 orders or motions each year. These orders do not dispose of cases but are necessary 

to the cases processing. 

Source: State Court Administrator. Annual Reaort 1979-BO (LanSing. Michigan: 
except that totals have been compute where necessary. 

19BO). Statistics are from the annual report 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

MICHIGAN COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 panels. 18 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 

Beglnn1ng 
pending 

Claim of appeal ............................................. . N/A 
tVA Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Ori ginal proceedings: .............. ~ ........................ . 
Requests to appeal: ........................................ .. 

Tota 1 other cases ............................. " .............. . 

Total caaes 

N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 

Manner of dispqsition 

1980 

Filed 

4.203 
4,201" 

x 
X r;m 

5.9BO 

Written opinion •••••••••••••••••••• 2,657m 
Order •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2.536 

'iroldface head lOgs indIcate the c1ass1flCations used by the CSIR proJect. 
II/A" This case type is handled by the court but the data are k.navailable. 

Disposed 

X 
--X 

X 
X 

--X 

5.193 

X c The data for this case type are known to be included in the total. but were not available by category. 

mIn formation on disposition type or trial data: 
The number of written opinions includes per curiam and memorandum opinions. 

End 
~ending 

N/A 
N7A 

N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 

Source: State Court Administrator. Annual Report 19BO-B1 (Lansing. Michigan: 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

19B1). Statistics are from the ai\nual report 
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MICHIGAN CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

52 circuits. 163 judges 
July 1. 1979 to June 30. 1980 

Civil d: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Auto negl i gance ........................................... . 

Product liability tort ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other tort .................................................. . 

Total ... , .................................................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Div::;rce ................................................... . 

Support/ custody: 
URESA/support ............................................ .. 

Other domestic relations: 
Paternity ................................................ .. 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Labor relations ........................................... . 

Appeal of trial court case: 
Appeal from District court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Other ci vil : 

Other general ci vil ......................................... . 

Total civil 

Criminald: 
Felony: 

BegInnIng 
pending 

19,554f 
518j 

2,988j 
23,060f j 

31,947fi 

3.372fi 

3,19Mi 
52,165f 

1l8f 

849f 
967f 

38,372fj 

114,564f 

Criminalj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8,616f 
Appeal: 

Appeal from District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~f 

Total criminal 9,181f 

Grand total 123,745f 

Filed 

12,379. 
4BIJ 

5,623~ 
18,483J 

79,699i 

25,033i 

9, 699i 
129,598 

197 

1,170 
1,367 

54,052j 

203,500 

30,613 

-ill 
31,264 

234,764 

Disposed 

13,128. 
517J 

3,956~ 
17,601J 

78,261 i 

24,104i 

9,2831 
123,682 

183 

969 
1,152 

47,37Sj 

189,813 

28,881 

-ill. 
29,474 

219,287 

Trialdj Criminal dispositions i 
Non-

Jury jury Total 
Civil: Guilty pleas ................... 

Tort ................. 587j 134j 721j Dismissals . .................... 
Donestic relations ... 97 2.487 2,584 Remands to lower court 4 ......... 

............... 1 25 76 Appeal No progress . ................... 
Other civil .......... 467j 1,497j l,964j Bench warrant . ................. 

Total ................. 1,152 
Crilllinal: 

Felony .............. 1,536 
Appeal ............... 0 

Total ................. 1,536 
Grand total ...... ' ....... 2,688 

Dismissals .................... .. 
Remands to lower court •••••••••• 
No progress ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bench warrant ••••••••••••••••••• 
Other judicial dispOSitions ••••• 
Non-service ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other .......................... . 

4,143 5,295 Other judi ci a 1 dispositions .... 
Non-servi ce .................... 

402 1,938 
11 11 

413 1,949 
4,556 7,224 

Age of pendinfi caseload (6/30/80) 
Cases pending more t an two years: 

Auto 
tort 

3,188 
522 
138 

10 
1,071 
2,009 

1 

Civil : 
Tort ......................... . 
Domestic relations •••••••••••• 
Appeal ....................... . 
Other.civil .................. . 

Total ........................ .. 
Criminal: 

Felony ....................... . 
Appeal ....................... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Grand total ................... .. 

6,002j 
2,337 

57 
3,494j 

18,963 

156 
41 

. 197 
19,160 

Civil dispositions i 
Product 

liability Other 
tort tort 
199 1:561 

Karriage 
dissolution 

7,358 

Supportl 
custody 
4,174 

Other 
dOllll!stic 
relations 
1,581 

23 266 
8 133 
o 0 

146 841 
110 958 

o 0 

9 
3,377 

169 
50,190 
15,023 

1 
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2 
592 
72 

14,026 
5,175 

29 

9 
171 
101 

5,213 
1,977 

7 

Agency 
~ 

78 
3 

15 
o 

45 
40 
o 

i2!59~ 
3,983 
1,334 

0 
1,095 
4,545 
1,142 

Trial 
court 
~ 

330 
96 
35 
o 

272 
25 
o 

Ena 
pending 

18,805 
482j 

4.655j 
23,942j 

33,385i 

4,301i 

3,614i 
58,081 

132 

1,050 
1,182 

45,046j 

128,251 

10,348 

~ 

10,971 

139,222 

Appea} Total 
lr,rn-

144 4,127 
135 1,469 

10 10 
0 1,095 

188 4,733 

Other 
civil 
T.664 

641 
1,127 

5 
11,939 
6,805 

17 

18 1,160 

Total 
26,139 
1,571 
5,596 

357 
83,743 
32,122 

55 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of court: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury-trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pendin9 figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

i 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

Data are not complete: 
Caseload data for divorce, URESA/support, and paternity cases heard in Wayne County were not available separately. 

There were 13,648 of these cases combined pending at the beginning of the COUt't year, 15,167 filed, 12,034 disposed, and 
16,781 pending at the end. These combined figures are included the total domestic relations caseload figures. 

· Civil and criminal disposition data do not include dispOSitions of cases from Wayne County. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Caseload, trial, and age of pending cases data for product liability tort and other tort cases heard in Wayne County are 
included in the other civil figures. 

Source: State Court Administr~tor, Annual Report 1979-80 and Circuit Court Supplement (Lansing, Michigan: 1980). Statistics are 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Civild: 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 

MICHIGAN COURT OF CLAIMSa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 circuit judge serves 
July 1. 1979 to June 30. 1980 

Beglnmng 
pending 

Cases ., •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal sJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

627 
N/A 
627i Total ..................................................... .. 

Total civil ..................................................... 627fi 

Grand total 627 fi 

Cases: 
Civil dispositions 

Settled ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Consent judgment •••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed on motion ••••••••••••• 
Dismissed on stipulation •••••••• 
Judgment for plaintiff •••••••••• 
Judgment for defendant •••••••••• 
Discontinued •••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed by court ............ .. 
Transferred to Circuit Court •••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project • 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data is unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

11 
87 
80 
67 
40 
19

k 20 
27 

1 

Filed 

424k 
N/A. 
4241 

424i 

424i 

Disposed 

352 
N/A. 
3521 

352i 

352i 

fno 
pending 

699 
N/A. 
6991 

699i 

Data for this court are included with the general jUrisdiction courts since circuit judges serve. Effective January 1, 1979, 

d 
the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims will be assigned ~o the 30th Judicial Circuit. 

Case definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
· The difference is a result of there being no appeals data reported for 1980. 
lData are not complete: 
· No data were available for appeals cases under the Vietnam Bonus Section Act. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

k 
Appeals are appeals under the Vietnam Era Bonus Section Act. 

Additional information: 
Cases filed include 10 cases remanded from upper courts and one case re-instated. Cases discontinued include 17 discontinued 

by plaintiff and 3 on stipulation. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Re§ort 1979-80 (Lansing, Michigan: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been compute where necessary. 
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RECORDER'S COURT OF DETROIT, ~ICHIGANa 
Court of general jurisdic;tfon 

1 court, 23 judges 
J~nuary I, 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Criminal :d 
Felony: 

Felony division ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hi sdemeanor: 

Mi sdemeanor di vi si on •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ordinance violation: 

City ordinance--non-traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ............................................... 
Traffic: 

Other traffic violation: 
State offenses •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City offenses ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Infractions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••• ;., •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic ............................................... 

Grand total ................................................... 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

2.945 

N/A 

149,526 

152,471 i 

) 

22,854f 
247,256 

o 
270,110 

270,1l0 

422,581fi 

Filed 

12,747 

6,389 

38,805 

57,941 

11,575 
78,084 

215,888 
305,547 

305,547 

363,488 

Disposed 

11,720 

5,997k 

28,215 

45,932 

8,142 
78,976 

205,688 
292,806 

292,806 

338,738K 

Trial d 
Criminal dispositions 

End 
pending 

3,972 

N/A 

160,1l6 

164,0881 

26,287 
246,364 
10,200 

282,851 

282,851 

446,939i 

Felony Hi sdemeanor Criminal: 
Jury Non-jury ~ 

After tri a I: Felony ••••••••••••••••••• 
Hi sdemeanor •••••••••••••• 
Ordinance violation ••••• 

594 688 Conviction ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquittal •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••••• Total .................. .. 

Traffic .................. . 

39 3,130 
N/A. N/A. 
6331 3,8181 
II/A. N/A. 
6331 3,8181 

1,282 
3,169 

N/A. 
4,4511 

N/A. 
4,4511 

Before tri a I: 
Grand Total •••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicated the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Guilty plea .................. .. 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bench warrants ••••••••••••••••• 
Other judiCial disposition 
Non-service •••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 325h 
N/A 140 
II/A 2,704 

5,772 2,82B 
2,947 0 

914 0 
805 0 

o 0 

The court is divided into three divisions: the Felony DiviSion, the Misdemeanor DiviSion, and the Traffic and Ordinance Di vi s i on. 
The Traffic and Ordinance Division handles criminal ordinance violations, all traffic cases, and civil infractions. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the warrant. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A nonjury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figure is as given in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
The number of misdemeanor defendants convicted at trial was calculated by subtracting the number not guilty and the number 

dismissed from the number of trials. 
iData are not complete: 

Total criminal and grand total pending figures do not include misdemeal:1or cases. 
Total criminal trial figures do not include trials conducted for ordiMnce vIolation cases. 
Grand total trial figures do not include trials conducted for civil, criminal ordinance violation, or traffic cases. kAdditional information: 
During the year the Misdemeanor Division also handled 1,001 writs and miscellaneous matters. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Re~ort 1979-1980 (LanSing, Michigan: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been compute where necessary. 
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MICHIGAN DISTRICT COURT 
Court of liRrlted jurisdiction 

98 cou,·ts, 214 judges 
July 1. 1979 to June 30, 1980 

) 

Civil d: 
Law: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Small claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights: 

Summary proceedi ngs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Criminal d: 

Ordinance violation: 
Ordi nance--nontraffi c ...................................... .. 

Other criminal: 
State offense--nontraffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 

Other traffic violation: 
State offense--traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ordinance--traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Civil infranctions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total traffic ................................................... 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Trial d 

Jury Total 

Beglnnlng 
pendingl 

36,017f 
9,426f 

~f 

51,904 

21,586f 

23,916f 

45,502 f 

71,789f 
98,172f 

14 
169,975f 

169,975f 

267,381f 

Filed Disposed End 
pending 

177,692 168,596 45,113 
101,424 97,869 12,981 

76,463 75.637 ~ 
355,579 342,102 65,381 

90.408 88,664 23,330 

198,856 197.332 25.440 

289,264 285,996 48,770 

292,879 322,483 42,185 
239,213 291,741 45,644 
972,903 890,599 82,318 

1,504,995 1,504,823 170,147 

1,504,995 1,504,823 170,147 

2,149,838 2,132,921 284,298 

Civil dispositions 
Non-jur~ 

Civil : 
Law ..................... 789 5,778 
Small claims 6,567 Law 

25,203 
203 

7,083 
66,553 
62,975 

12 

SlIal1 
~ 

Real 
property 
rights 

............ 45 12,297 Real property ri ghts .... 84 12,341 Total 
12,342 
12,425 

Dismissals ................ .. 
Bench warrants •••••••••••••• 
tlo progress ••••••••••••••••• 

17,392 
80 

2,463 
32,143 
33,426 

23 

14,936 57,531 ..................... 
Crillinal: 

918 

Ordinance violation ••••• 483 
Other cri IIi na I .......... 1,151 

Total .................... 1,634 
Traffic: 

Other traffic violation 1,543 
Grand Total ................ 4,095 

Traffic dispositions 

Guilty plea5 ............... .. 
Di smi s sal s ••••••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary exam waived •••••• 
Preliminary exam conducted ••• 
Bench warrants ••••••••••••••• 
Other judicial dispositions •• 
Magistrate ••••••••••••••••••• 
Traffic Bureau ••••••••••••••• 
Non-service •••••••••••••••••• 
No progress •••••••••••••••••• 
Informal civil hearings 

by judge ••••••••••••••••••• 
Formal civil hearings 

by judge ••••••••••• , ••••••• 

30,416 31,334 

5,163 5,646 
4,236 5,387 
9,399 11,033 

18,037 19,580 
57,852 61,947 

Other 
traffic 

violation 
181, 985 
85,575 

344 
252 

20,065 
105,870 
340,627 
612,007 
121,549 

104 

12,946 

3,979 

other judicial dispOSitions • 
Non-service ••••••••••••••••• 
other ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal dispositions 

Ordinance 
violation 

Guilty pleas ................... . 
Dismissals .................... .. 
Magi strate •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Traffic bureau •••••••••••••••••• 
Bench warrants •••••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary exam waived ••••••••• 
Preliminary exam conducted •••••• 
Other jUdiCial dispOSitions ••••• 
Non-servi ce ••••••••••••••••••••• 

30,486 
15,904 
6,286 
6,792 
4,844 

o 
o 

4,822 
13.884 

~ of pending caseload 

Civil cases pending over one year: 
Law •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claims .................. . 
Rea 1 property ri ghts .......... . 
Other ci vil ................... . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM prOject. 
-- • Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The cri mi nal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the i nformati on, lodi ctment, or comp 1 ai nt. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for 1980 court year does not e~ual the end pending fi9ure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as giVen in the annual report. 

3 286 
1,582 11,128 

27,926 126,622 
18,759 115,160 

other 
criminal 

50,250 
24,360 
38,218 
6,883 
5,755 

11,738 
11,287 
8,900 

34.554 

3,448 
361 
452 
85 

6 41 

~ 

80,736 
40,264 
44,504 
13,675 
10,599 
11,738 
11,287 
13,722 
48,438 

Source: Stat~ Court Administrator, Annual Report 1979-80 (LanSing, Michigan: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

8 courts, 10 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Civild: 
Law: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Small claims ...................................... •• .. ••••••••• 
Rea 1 property M ghts: 

Summary proceedings .................................... • .. ••• 

Total civil .......................................... • .... •••••• 

Criminal d: 
Ordinance violation: 

Ordinance--Non-traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other Criminal: 

State Offense--non-traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

State offense-tra ffi c ........................................ . 
Ordinance--traffic .......................................... .. 
Civil infractions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ......................................................... . 

Total traffic .......................................... • •• ••• .. • 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Trial d 

Jury Non-jury ~ 

Civil : 
Law ......................... a 58 58 
Small claims ................ a a a 
Real property ri ghts ........ a 18 18 
Other civil ................. 0 a a 

Total ........................ a 76 76 
Criminal: 

Ordinance violation ......... 10 73 83 
Other criminal .............. 1 7 8 

Total ........................ 11 80 91 
Traffic: 

Other traffic violation ...... 17 203 220 
Grand Total .................... 28 359 387 

Civil dispositions 

Real 
Small property 

Law claims rights Total 

Dismissals .......... 186 a 81 267 
Bench warrants ...... a a a a 
No progress ......... 6 a a 6 
Other judicial 

dispositions ...... 533 a 191 724 
Non-service .......... 321 a 1 322 
Magi strates ......... 0 a a a 

Age of pending caseload 

Civil cases pending over one year: 
Law.......................................... 2 
Small claims ................................. a 
Real property rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••• a 
Other ci vil .................................. a 

Beglnmng 
pending 

237f 

--M.f 

321f 

30f 
1.346f 

0 
1.376f 

l,376f 

2.246f 

Filed 

1.210 
a 

.2!l 
1,523 

1,308 

--1Q 

1,735 

152 
2,815 
6.946 
9,913 

9,913 

13,171 

Disposed End 
pending 

1,104 630 
a a 

--lli --.£ 
1,395 677 

1.122 423 

--ill. ~ 

1.594 462 

165 17 
3.293 868 
5.807 1,139 
9.265 2.024 

9.265 2.024 

12.254 3,163 

Criminal dispositions 

Ordinance Other 
violation criminal 

Guilty pleas ............... . 
Di smissa1s ................. . 
Bench warrants •••••••••••••• 
Preliminary exam waived ••••• 
Preliminary exam conducted •• 

702 
133 

51 
a 
a 
a 

98 
53 
26 
81 
92 

Total 

800 
186 

77 
81 
92 

No progress ••••••••••••••••• 
Other judicial dispositions. 
Traffic bureau •••••••••••••• 
Magistrate •••••••••••••••••• 
Non-service ••••••••••••••••• 

40 
1 

46 
66 

a 
10 
1 
1 

102 

Traffic dispositions 

Other 
traffi c 

violation 

Guilty pleas •••••••••••••••• 1,474 
Dismissals .................. 388 
Preliminary exam waived ..... 2 
Preliminary exam conducted •• 2 
Bench warrants •••••••••••••• 102 
No progress ••••••••••••••••• a 
Other judicial dispositions. 92 
Magistrate •••••••••••••••••• B29 
Traffic bureau •••••••••••••• 5,557 
Non-service ••••••••••••••••• 469 
Informal civil hearings 

by judge •••••••••••••••••• 116 
Formal civil hearings 

by judge .................. 14 

a 
50 

2 
47 

168 

312 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the Jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1979-80 (Lansing. Michigan: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

COMMON PLEAS COURT OF DETROIT, MICHIGANa 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 13 judges 
January I, 1979 to December 31, 1980 

Civil d: 
Law: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Small claims .................................................. . 
Real property rights: 

Summary proceedings--Landlord Tenant Division •••••••••••••••• 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Criminald: 
Ordinance violation: 

Non-traffic ................................................. . 

Total criminal 

Grand tota 1 .................................................... .. 

Begl0nlng 
pending 

N/A 
filA 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Jury 
Civil : 

Law and small claiRlS ........... . 307 
Real property rights •••••••••••• 134 

Total civil ..................... . 441 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are not available. 

Filed 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Trial d 

Non-Jurl 

1,823 
6,732 
8,555 

J:QEL 
2,130 
6,866 
8,996 

Disposed 

x 
X 

36.935 

92.924 

~ 

N/A 

92.924i 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but Were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Law and s.all claims cases are handled by the Civil Division. 
Real property rights cases are handled by the Landlord-tenant Division. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

iOata are not complete: 
No figures were available on the number of criminal cases handled by the court. 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
14.776 

~ 

N/A 

14,776i 

Source: State Court Admi ni strator, Annual Report 1979-80 (Lans i ng, ;ii chi gan: 1980) • Stati sti cs are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

83 courts, 106 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Civil d: . 
Real property rights: 

Condemnat ion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other domestic relations: 

Paternity •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mdrr'j age wai ver •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

TOtdl ........................................................ . 
Total ......................................................... . 
Estate ........................................................ . 
Mental health: 

Mental illness ............................ \ •. ~ ••••••••••••••• 
Mental handicapped/retarded •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Other ci vil : 

Name change ................................................. . 
Miscellaneous .............................................. .. 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Status offense ................................................ . 
Non-offense: 

Abuse ....................................................... . 
Neglect ..................................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Other juvenile ................................................ . 

Total juvenile ................................................... 

BegInnIng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-.!ill. 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-.!ill. 
N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 

Filed Disposed 

X 18i 
X 3,420i 

X 7,898! 
X 4,2831 

X 12, 1811 
X 15,601 

N/A N/A 

X 10 875hi 
X 1:084hi 
X 1l,959hi 

X 3,185i 
X 2,468i 

__ X 5.6531 

34.293i 21,576i 

19.482! N/A 
3,1821 N/A 

951! N/A 
2,7581 N/A 
3, 709~ N/A 
2.9721 -.!Y.A 

29,345i N/A 

63,638i 21,576i 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data f~r this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of' count: 

h A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
Figure was computed: 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-.!ill. 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-.!ill. 
N/A 

N/A 

Disposition data for mental health cases were computed from pending and filing data given in the annual report. Although the 
annual report says no mental health cases were completely disposed of, these computed figures may be interpreted as the 

. number of cases which went from an active to an inactive status during the year. 
lData are not complete: 

All case type figures reported on this profile were not available from one or more court locations. As a result. no 
comparisons should be made among these data or between these data and data from other courts. 

Data reported do not include any estate cases. 
Grand total disposed figures do not contain any estate or juvenile data. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1979-80 (Lansing, Michigan: 1980). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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COUNTY MUNICIPAL 
COURT (2) 
28 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-In R.,mS('Y "nd Hennepin counties, 
- Civil .1ltions under $0,000; forcible 
entry .111d unl.lwful detainer. 

.. Misdemeilnl.1r, urdin"nce Villl,ltiuns, 
prl'lill1inary he,'ril1gs, 

Appe"ls de novo. 
jury tri.ll., 

MINNESOTA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
q justices 
jurisdiction: 
- Fin.,l.'ppeliate jurisdiction. 

DISTRICT COURT (10) 
70 judges and 2 juvenile judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil. Administration of trust 

est.ltes. Dissolution. annulment. 
sep.lr.lIe m.,intenance. Reciprocal 
Support Act. Adoption, ch.,nge of 
n.lme. Quiel title. re,ll est,lte mortgage 
foreclosures. 

- Original Crimin.li. 
• juvenile in Second and Fourth 
Districts. 
- Speci,,1 proceedings not exclusively 

cogniz"ble b~' some other court or 
tribun.,l. 

Appe,'ls de nl1vl1.1nd on record. 
jury tri.lls. 

COUNTY COURT (67) 
10ojudl1es 
jurisdiction: 

j 

- Exclusivl' jurisdiction ill .ldmin!s
tr.lti,>n of est.ltes. guardi"nship, ,lnd 
incumpl'tenc>', Civil .,ctinns under 
$5,000. Concili"tion jurisdiction tIl 
$1.000. Administr.,!ion of trust 
est.ltes. Dissolution. annUlment, 
sepolr.lte m,linten"nC('. Reciproc.,l 
Support Act, Adoption. ch.lnge of 
name. QUiet title, re.,l eslate ml1rtg,lge 
foreclosures. 

- Misdeme"nors, ordin,lncl' Villl.'lions 
preliminolrY hearings. • 

- Exclusive juvenile, 
Appe.,ls de novo. 
jury trials. 

PROBATE COURT (2) 
2 judges 
jurisdiction: 
-In Hennepin ,lnd Ramsey counties. 
- Administration "f est,ltes, 

I1 U•udi"nship, incompetency. 

R"mstand ~ 
Hennepin cOUnties. 

I 
CONCILIA nON COURT (2) 
per diem referees serve 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil C,lses ,11 law under $1,000, not 

including title to re,ll e$tate, 

t Indicates route of ,lppe"l. 
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MINNESOTA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Supreme Court in 1980. 

MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

10 districts, 70 judges and 2 juvenile judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Beg1 nm ng 

Civil d: 
pending 

Law: 
General civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 6.375 
Trust •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -12Q 

Tota I ci vil ..................................................... 6.865 
Criminal d: 

Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Misdemeanor: N/A 

Gross mi sdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -1iLA 
Total criminal 

""" .......................... """ ............................ "" "" ........................ .. N/A 
Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ................................................................................................ "" N/A 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6.865 i 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

20.697 

-ill. 
20,975 

9,254)( 

~k 

11.196k 

N/A 

32,l71i 

Disposed 

14.834 

~ 

15.202 

7.432)( 

~k 

9,122)( 

N/A 

24,324i 

Ene 
pendina 

8.5579 

~g 

8,9529 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

8,952i 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted at the note of issue. If a jury demand is made after the filin9 on the cOUrt calendar, the case is 
counted as a disposition on the court calendar and a new filing is counted for jury cases. 

The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. The reporting instructions ask that the criminal unit of count 
be the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

9Change in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
. Figures are as given in the unpUblished data. 
1Data are not comolete: 

Grand total pending figures do not include criminal or juvenile cases. 
Grand total filed and disposed figures do not include juvenile cases. 

"Additional information: 

Criminal filin9 and disposition data were estimated by the staff of the Minnesota Office of the State Court Administrator, based on data from the last six months of the year. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Office of the State Court Administrator. 
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MINNESOTA COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

67 courts, 106 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31, 1980 

~,.a-------------------------------------------=~B~e~g~ln~n~l~n~g--------F*i-le~d~~--~~------------~~~=-
pending Disposed End 

Chi I d: 
Law: 

Genera I ci vi I .............................................•. 
Small claillS: 

Concil i at i on Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DOI11l!stic relations: 

Marriage dissolution •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Support/custody: 

Support ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other domestic relations: 

Adoption/appeal/other family •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Termination of parental rights •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 
D~cedent estate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardianship/conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trust estate ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Menta I health: 
COlllTli tments •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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1,480 

N/A 

1,741 

1,722 

1,180 
N/A. 

1.180! 
4,6431 

13,173 

1,730 
125 

1.855 
15,028 

-ill 
21,3961 

pendi n9 

9.865 8,127 2,3499 

55,878k 55,334k N/A 

10,855 9,939 2,148S 

8,374 7,634 2,5389 

4,128 
566K 

4,694 
23,923 

4,238 1,9659 
512" N/A . 

4,750 1.9659~ 
22.323 6,55191 

8,762 9,277 12,5319 

1,801 
109 

1,534 6779 
56 549 

1,910 
10,672 

1,590 7319 
10,867 13,3629 

~ 1.187 2949 

101,889 98,838 22,3869 i 

(continued on next page) 
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~1i nnesota County Court (continued) 

Criminal d: 
Misdemeanor: 

Non-traffic criminal 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Parki n9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation: 

Other traffic violations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... . 

Total traffic 

Juveni18: 
Criminal-type defense: 

Delinquency ................................................ . 
Non-offense: 

Dependency and neglect ..................................... . 

Tota I juvenil e 

Grand total .................................................... . 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

21.396i 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

56.268k 50.798k -liLA 
56.268k 50.7981: N/A 

272.096k 282.490k N/A 

353,924k 333.020k N/A 
17.730k 18.334k N/A 

371.654 351.354 -liLA 
643.750 633.844 N/A 

16.862k 15.538k N/A 

1.904k 2.602k -liLA 
18.766 18,140 N/A 

820.673 801.620 22.3869 i 

A civil case is counted at the note of issue. If a jury demand is made after the filing on the court calendar. the case is 
counted as a disposition on the court calendar and a new filing is counted for jury cases. 

The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. The reporting instructions ask that the criminal unit of count 
be the number of defendants on the information. indictments. or complaint. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
. Figures are as reported in the unpublished data. 
lData are not complete: 

Total other domestic relations and total domestic relations pending data do not include termination of parental rights cases. 
Tota I ci vil cases pendi ng fi gures do not incl ude sillall cl aims or termi nat i on of parenta I ri gilts. 
Grand total pending figures do not include civil small claims or termination of parental rights cases. cri.inal, traffic, or 

juvenil e cases. 
kAdditional information: 

Filed and disposed figures for civil termination of parental rights cases and all criminal, traffic, and juvenile cases were 
estimated by the Minnesota Office of the State Court Administrator. based on data from the last six months of the year. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the Office of the State Court Administrator. 

Tota I ci vi] 

Criminal d: 
Other cri mi na I : 

MINNESOTA COUNTY MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts, 28 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

1.364 

Other violationsj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

N/A Total criminal 

Traffic: 
parking ...................................................... . 
Oth'!r traffic violation ...................................... . 

Tota I traffi c 

Grand tot a I ................................................... .. 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data arc unavailable. 

Filed 

18.020 

44.120k 

44,120 

X __ X 

779.738K 

841.878 

Disposed 

16.939 

41.3301: 

41.3301: 

X __ X 

720,8141: 

779.143 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

End 
pending 

1.924 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

1,924i 

A civil case is counted at the note of issue. If a jury demand is made after the filing on the court calendar. the case Is 
counted as a disposition on the court calendar and a new filing is counted for jury cases. 

The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. The reporting instructions ask that the criminal unit of count 
be the number of defendants on the information. indictment, or complaint. 
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iData are not complete: 
. Grand total pending figures do not include criminal or traffic cases. 
JExplanation of data inculded in the category: 

I' 

"Other violations" include misdemeanor, ordinances. charter provisions. and rules and regulations of any subdivision of 

I: 
government. including the Metropolitan Airport Commission. 

Additional information: 
Filing and disposition figures for criminal and traffic cases were estimated by the Minnesot~ Office of the State Court 

Administration, based on data for the last six months of the year. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the Office of the State Court Administrator. ..... ------=------------------____________ "'", ... ..; .... _________ ESO=-__ 

MINNESOTA CONCILIATION COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts: per diem referees serve 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Child: 
Small claims: 

Total civil 

Grand total ......................................... , •••••••••••• 

Begl om ng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

I: 
A civil case is counted at the note of issue. 

Additional information: 

Filed 

47,808K 

47,808 

47,808 

Disposed 

49.522k 

49.522 

49.522 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Small claiMS filing and dispOSition figures were estimated by the state court administrative office. based on data for the 
last half of the court year. 

Source: Unpublished data prOvided by the Office of the State Court Administrator. 

MINNESOTA PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts, 2 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Child: 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Supervised administration ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Unsupervised administration ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Formal. unsupervised administration ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ............................................. , •••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship or conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total .................................................... .. 

Mental health: 
Commi tment ............................................... . 

Total civil 

fiegl nm ng 
pending 

3,713 
2,431 

1 
7.696 

790 
8.486 

--lli 
8,933 

Total cases ................................................... 8.933 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This casetype is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted at the note of issue. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Office of the State Court Administrator. 
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Filed 

1.952 
2,245 

0 
4,197 

812 
5,009 

646 

5.655 

5.655 

Disposed 

1,755 
1,363 

".4\.1 0 
3,118 

469 
3.587 

-lli. 
4.347 

4.347 

End 
pending 

3.899 
3.313 

1 
7.213 

. 739 
7,952 

-li!. 
8.293 

8.293 

~ 
\ 
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MISSISSIPPI COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
Q justices 
jurisdittion: 
- Appell.He jurisdiction (I\'~·r.lll nhlttl'rs. 

~. 

t t 
CIRCUIT COURT (20) CHANCERY COURT (20) 

35 judges 39 judges 

Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 

- Civil actions over $500. - Eqlllt)~. Uiy,lru.', .,liml1nr~ prtlb~lt(', 

Bastardy. gu.,nl,.,n.hip, O1l'l1t.ll wn1l11itments. 

.. F~lllnit:'~, mbuenlcanurs. - H,·.lr. iuvenil(> if no COlll1tl' Cuurt. 

Appt'.lls de nUI'o lIr on relllrd. Appe.lls de 'WI'O. . 

lury tri.lls. lury tri,'l>. 

.t ~r-

Law 

I E· qUity 
,~ t 

COUNTY COURT (17) FAMIL Y COURT 
21 judges luri.diction: 
Jurisdiction: 

If 110 
- Delil1lJlwI1<Y .1I1d Iwglert. 

• C,,·il.ldion. under $ILl,OOO. 
CUUlllv 

Auulll"rinH'::< Jlg,lIn~t juvt'OIIl's 
- MI~d{"ml',lm~r~. (duny prdimln,'rit.l~ (ourt: Jury tri.ll> l1f .1IJult, 
-Juvenil(·, 
App".,l. d .. no\'O. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (~50) JUSTiCE COURT (410) 
Jurbui,tiol1: lurbdidl,lI1. 

- CiI'II.lltl<'n, lInd,'r $:;(111 
- !vh~Jt.'J1ll\)IlUl~, tt'llln~' prt'lrnlllh1rH''' 
Jurl'tn.,l,. 

- Munillp,lI ",rdill,lnlt' vlul"tjtln~ 

Jury tn.ll, 
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MISSISSIPPI SUPREME COURTb 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal .................................................... . 
Unspecified cases (dismissed) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Unspecified cases (reinstated) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota I appea Is ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Orlginal proceedings: 

Other petitiQns ........................................... . 
Requests to appeal .......................................... . 

Tota lather cases ...................... , .................... .. 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Petitions for rehearing 
Other matters: 

Moti ons ••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ....................................... .. 

Manner of disposition 

Written 

Appeals .on the merits ...... . op1n~n 
Petitions for rehearing ..... 6 
Other p~titions ••••••••••••• 1 
MotionsJ .................... 5 

Total ........................ 384 

Per 
c(;riam 
-m-

155 
207 
471 

1,053 

Time interval data (days) 
AVrage 

RecQrd fi I ed to submitted ....... -,.... ••• 15 
Submitted to decision ••••••••••••••••••• 24 
Record filed to decision •••••••••••••••• 239 
Judgment in lower court to decision .•••• 394 

Total 
~ 

161 
208 
476 

1,437 

Range 
86- 532 
1- 372 

86- 639 
49-1,574 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

X 
X 

4TI 

81 

---,1 

419 

131 

~I 

291 

, 
'" 

Disposed End 
pending Filed 

497 398 X 
251 194 

154k 
X 

2 
--r5'O' I4b 4T5' 

210h 208 10 

---mIl -wlf -m 

960 954 425 

164h 161 13 

~h ~h 16 

485 483 31 

Disposition of appeals 

Affirmed .......................................... 437 
Reversed .......................................... 119 
Affi rmed I n part. reversed in part ........... ," ... 32 
Affirmed on condition of remittitur or additur •••• 0 
Dismissed ......................................... 154 
01 smi ssed after heari ng on the mer; ts ............. 4 

Status of pending appeals (12/31/80) 

Briefing process not completed •••••••••••••••• 203 
Fully briefed, ready for submission .. , ........ 44 
Submitted to court for study and decision ••••• 16B 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space" Not enough information is known. The case category may cr may not be handled by the court. 
X " The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

h 
The court sits in 3 divisions of 3 judges each. with judges alternating among the divisions. 

Figure was computed: 
The filing figures were computed from disposed and pending data. 
The number of motions disposed was computed by subtracting the number of dismissed appeals from the total number of motions 

, given a~ disposed in the annual report. 
JExplanation of data included 1n the category: 

Data for motions disposed in the manner of disposition table includes 154 unspecified appeals cases which were dismissed. 
kAdditional information: 

Cases disposed by dismissal are included in the civil and criminal appeals filings, but a civil/criminal breakdown for cases 
dismissed is not available, 

ISpecial source or revision In the data: 
Bgginning pending fj9ure~ fOr cases other than appeals were taken from the 1979 annual report where they are given as end 

pending figures for the 1979 court year. 
mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Of the 372 majority opinions deciding cases on the merits, 282 were published and 107 were unpublished. There were also 30 
conCUrring or dissenting opinions written. 

Source: Executive Assistant, Supreme Court, 14th Annual Statistical Report 1979 and 15th Annual Statistical Report 1980 (Jackson, 
Mississippi). Sources of case data are avallable. Statlstlcs are from the annual reports except that totals have been 
computed wher'e necessary. 
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MISSISSIPPI CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

20 circuit districts, 35 judges 
Janua~ I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Circuit Court in 1980. 

MISSISSIPPI CHANCERY COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

20 chance~ districts, 36 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Chancery Court in 1980. 

MISSISSIPPI COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

17 courts, 21 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the County Court in 1980. 

MISSISSIPPI JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

410 courts 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice r.ourt in 1980. 

MISSISSIPPI FAMILY COURT 
Court of limjted jurisdiction 

1 court 
Janua~ I, 1980 to Dece~er 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Family Court for 1980. 

MISSISSIPPI MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of li mi ted juri sdi cti on 

50 courts 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1980. 
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MISSOURI COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
7 jUdges, 2 commissioners 
Jurisdiction: 
• E"lusi\'l' .lprell.tte jurisdictioll in 

(tl~l"!;' involving cunstitutiun, tre,lty,. 
or !'t.ltute, rl'\,enue 1,1WS, title of 
Officer Ilf St.lt,·, de.lth pen.,lty (lr 
Iifl"" iIllJ,lristlnment. 

• H,·.lr ,lnd determine rentedi.ll writs. 
• C,·n,·r.ll superintendinfl conlrnillwr 

.111 inferillr Cllurts. 

~ 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
30 judfles 
• Appellate jurisdiction nlll e~c1usively 

dl'signated in Supreme Cllurt. 
• Hear and determine reml.,ji.ll writs. 

~ 

CIRCUIT COURT (43) 

131 circuit, 169 associate circuit. 
and 384 municipal judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil.,elions, domestic 

relations, proo,lte. 
• Felony, misdenw.lnor. 
- Tr.lffic. 
- Juvenile. 

Jury trials. 
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MISSOURI SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices, 2 commissioners 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal ....................................... , ........... .. 

Total appeal s ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus ........................................... .. 
Mandamus ............................................... .. 
Prohibition ............................................ .. 
Quo warranto ........................................... .. 
Retirement .............................................. . 
Other writs ........ ~ ................................... .. 

Total .................................................... . 
Oisciplinary matter: 

Di sbarment .............................................. . 
Rei nstatement ............................................ . 

Total .................................................... . 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Application to transfer .................................. .. 
Recommendations or certifications •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... .. 

Total other cases 

Tota 1 cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Motions for rehearing ......................................... . 
Other matters: 

Motion activity ............................................. . 

Total other proceedings 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

x 
X 

--sr 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 

__ X 

471 

Filed 

88 
92 

--rao 

88 
67 
66 
2 
11 

31 
255 

4 
4 
8 

263 

384 
3 
6 
~ 

656 

836 

84 

-lli 
485 

Oisposed 

lOS 
43 

J:5T 

73 
65 
73 
0 
2 

261 
239 

0 
6 
6 

245 

377 
3 
1 
~ 

626 

777 

84 

-ill1 

445 

End 
pending 

x 
X 

110 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X __ X 

849 

1949 

11 

---.!lQ.1 

131 

Manner of disposition Disposition of ori2inal jurisdiction cases1 

civil 
Written opinion •••••••••••• ~ 
Dismissal.................. 16 
Transfer without opinion •• , 22 
By order ••••••••••••••••••• 3 

Appeals 
Criminal 

39 
1 
3 
o 

Total 
-m 

17 
25 

3 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Denied ........................ 
Sustained ..................... 
Oismissed and other ••••••••••• 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given in the annual report and as supplied by the clerk of court during data verification. 

176 
29 
34 

ISpecia1 source or revision in the data: 
The beginning pending figures were taken from the 1978 aNnual report where they are given as the end pending figures for the 

1978 court year. 
Other figures as footnoted were supplied by the clerk of the court during data verification. 

Source: Office of the State Courts Administrator, Missouri Judicial Department Annual Statistical Report FY 1979 - 1980 
(Jefferson City, Missouri). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, 
and additional information was supplied by the clerk of court during data verification. 
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MISSOURI COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 districts, 30 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Beglnnlng 

Cases: 
pending 

Appeals: 
Civil ................. . 
Criminal .............. :.:: .................................. . l,441f 

667f Total appeals .................................. . ................................................. 2,lW' 
Other cases: 

Ori gi na 'j proceedi ngs: 
Ori9inal jurisdiction: 
~:~~:~u~orpus ....................................... _>, .. . 

Prohibiti~~······· .. ···············'··· .. ••••• .. •••••••••• 
Quo warranto······················· .. ··················,,··· 

Total ........ :::::::::::::::: ::: ......................... . 
Requests to appeal: •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Certiorari •••••••••••• 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X Total other cases .................................... . ............................................. -----.w 
Tota 1 cases ...................................................... 2,153f 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions ................................................... .. 
~ 

Total other proceedings ......................................... N/A 

Manner of disposition 

ClVil 
Written opinion ........ /21) 
Di smi ssa 1 .............. 822 
Gonsolidation •• ;....... 46 
Transfer without opinion 12 
Order ................. . 
Denied ................ . 

Apeeals 
CrlmlnaJ 

458 
125 

9 
21 

Boldface.headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM ro·ect. 
N/~ a ThlS case typ~ is handled by the court but the data are no~ a~ai1able 

Total 
T,TI8 

947 
55 
33 

Filed 

1,565 
615 

2,T8O 

84 
145 
233 

3 
465 

1 
466 

2,646 

5,358 

5,358 

Other 
cases 
3'r 

87 
339 

Total 
1,212 

947 
55 
33 
B7 

339 

Disposed 

1,600 
613 -un-

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
4liO 

2,673 

~ 

N/A 

X The data :or thlS case type are known to be included in the total b t' t -- = Not appllcable. u were no available by category. 

End 
pending 

1,430 
645 

2,075 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X -sr 

2,126 

~ 

N/A 

fSeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not 1 h 
The difference is due to a continued refinement of the equa t e end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

recordkeeping procedures in the Western District of this court. 

Source: ~ffl ~e of t~he Statr Courts Admi ni strator, Mi ssouri Judi ci al Repr\FY 1979 - 1 9BO (Jefferson City, Mi ssouri) • Stati s.tics 
re rom e annua report except that totals have been compute w ere necessary. 
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MISSOURI CIRCUIT COURTi 
Court of general jurisdiction 

43 ci rcuits. 131 circuit judges, 169 associate circuit judges, and 384 municipal judges 
July I, 1979 to June 3D, 1980 

Civild: 
Small claims (associate circuit judges) •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate : 

Circuit judges ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Associ ate judges ............................................ . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Other civ;]: 

Circuit judges ............................................. .. 
Associate circuit judges ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ .. 

Total civil ................................................... .. 

Crimina1 d: 
Felony misdemeanor: 

Criminal (circuit judges) ................................. .. 
Misdemeanor (associate circuit judges) ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary hearing (associate circuit judges): 

~:lony .. : •••• : ............................................. .. 
Or(J1nance v101at10n ........................................ .. 
Appeal ..................................................... .. 

Total criminal ................................................ .. 

Traffic (associate circuit judges): 

fieg1nn1ng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

83.889 
N/A. 

83,8891 

83,889i 

11,429i 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

--.JY.A 
l1,429i 

Total traffic ................................................... N/A 

Juvenile (circuit judges): 

Total juvenile ................................................. . 9,082 

Total cases...................................................... 104,400i 

Tria1 d 

Filed Di sposed 

16,511 13,881 

5,924 5,995 
6,206 5,895 

12,130 11.890 

91,747 79,119 
100,747 87.393 
192,494 166,512 

221,135 192.283 

21,660j 19,964J 
44,207 38,804 

28,353 23, 648j 
N/A N/A 

--ill --ill.. 
94,220i 82,416i 

361,583 340.787 

21.053 20,388 

697,991i 635,874i 

Cri.inal disEosition 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

96,517 
N/A 
~ 

96,517i 

13,125 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

.......!itA 
13,1251 

lilA 

9,747 

119,389i 

Jury 

N/A 
iliA 
840i 
840i 

Non-jury 

II./A 
N/A. 

31,863! 
31,8631 

Total 
Preliminary 

Felony/ . . Hearing 
misde.eanorJ Misde.eanor (felony) Civil : 

Small claims ............ . 
Estate .................. . 
Other civil •••••••••••••• 

Total .................... . 
Criminal: 

Felony/misdemeanorj ...... 
Misdemeanor •••••••••••••• 

Total ................... .. 
Traffic ................... . 
Grand total •••••••••••••••• 

1,076 
143 

1,219 
229 

2,288i 

2,777 
4,784 
7,561 

13,496. 
52,9201 

N/A 
N/A 

50,504. 
50,5041 

3,853 
4,927 
8,780 

13,725 
73,009 

Guilty pleas ........ .. 
Nolle prosequi ....... . 
Dismissed ••••••••••••• 
Change of venue ••••••• 
R~duced to misdemeanor 

with guilty plea •••• 
Preliminary hearing ... 
Preliminary hearing 

waived •••••••••••••• 
Other ••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A '" This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailble. 
-- : Not applicable. 

cJudge information: 
Circuit judges serve in the Court of Common Pleas. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

10,024 N/A 
2,348 N/A (j) 
3,061 N/A 8,114j 

499 N/A (j) 

3,429 
6,610 

5.495 
179 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of -informations or indictments. A filing may involve multiple defendants. 
A trial is counted after the presentation of evidence on the merits has begun.' 
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iOata are not complete: 
No data were available for the cases, primarily ordinance violations, handled by the municipal judges. 
The only pending data for civil cases that were available were for other civil cases handled by circuit judges. 
Criminal pending figures include felony/misdemeanor cases only. 
Total pending data were available only for some of the case types handled by circuit judges. These case types are other civil, 

felony/misdemeanor. and juvenile cases. Not included were small claims, estate. other civil handled by associate circuit 
judges, misde-eanor, preliminary hearing. and traffic cases. 

Other civil trial data were not available separately for jury and non-jury trials conducted by circuit judges for the cou,ts 
located in Jackson, Jefferson, and St. Louis Counties, and St. Louis City. These jurisdictions represented 42% of the 
40,635 tr'fals conducted by all circuit judges in the state. There were 400 jury and 22,434 non-jury trials conducted by 
circuit judges reported for the rest of the state. 

. Trial data reported for associate circuit judges were complete. 
JExp1anation of data inclUded in the category: 

Felonylmisdemeanor filing and disposition figures include ~Jnicipa1 appeals. 
The preliminary hearing disposition figure includes dismissals, bind-overs, trials, and acceptance to pleas of reduced charges. 
The dismissed preliminary hearing figure includes nolle prosequi and change of venue cases. 

Source: Office of the State Courts Administrator, Missouri Judicial Branch Annual Statistical Report FY 1979-1980 (Jefferson City, 
Missouri). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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t Indicates mute uf appeal. 

MONTANA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
5 ju~til·e.s 
lurisdklilln: 
- Appell.,le jurisdictillll in .,11 ca,t's. 

f 
DISTRICT COURT (19) 
2Qjud);es 
I u risdiCI in,,: 
- Civil.letiu"s ,1\'er 550, pwb.lIe. 
- FeI'lIl}', ll1isdeme.,nors. 
- JU\'l'nile. 
Appe.,ls dE.' nuv.,. 

lury Iri.,ls. 

t ' 
JUSTICE COURT 
Q3 Iud);,·. 
IUrbd'lIi"n: 

CITY COURT 
10" jud);!.', 
lurbdidillll. 

t 
. CUlltr.Kt ~lnd J.Ull.lgl.·.tl tllllh lInJ('r 

51,500. 
.. C(1tltr.llt ,lnd J.,1ll.1g(,.,ttI\1Ilt<o undt'r 

51,.5(10 
- .-'\".11,11" Ihdl. und('r 5 150 :0.1,,· 
dl'nw.lnur~ with fllll' Ip~~ th.lll $;;~1(\ 
or IInprb{'lIlnwllt Ip:,,!'!oo th,ltll' 1ll\'Ilth~ 
Pn·hm'll.uy hc"l1('lIlg .. 

- .-\».HlIt •• th,·it. und,·,' 5 15(1. Mb. 
dl'I111',lIH\f!co 'IEHll' I(·~~ Ih.lll $500 
\1rimpri~tU1.nl(>nt h.':;,~ th.lll (.1 IlHUlth~t 
CltV Of hl\\'!) \lrdUMJ1t(.' ViO"'thHh. 
I'n;limin.ll'\, hl'.,rin);,. 

5i\-nhln IlIr)' 11'1.,1, 
S,,"n1.111 jur~' trhll~ 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
1,,0/lId);(" 
,lIn,dilllon' 
., (\lIltflll t .uHf d.lm.l~(·.ll liol\~ undt'r 

S 1.500. 
- A».1UII" Ihdt. IInd"r $150 
• Mi.dl'llll'.lnur, \\"th 10m' II'" Ih.lII $500 

urimprh,,'nnwnl I(!!t!'o tlMn l'l: nt\1nth~ 
Prt'lilllitMry hl,"1rinh~' 

SI\-Ill.lIlIUr~' In.lb. 
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MONTANA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •• '" ................................................... . 
Criminal .................................................... .. 

Tota I appeals •••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal ........................................... . 

Total ,other cases ............................................. . 

Total cases ....................................................... 

Beglnmng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 

Filed 

292 
89 

~j 

113j 

~ 11 

494 

Manner of disposition 

Written opInIon ••••••••••••••• 301 
Other manner of disposition 209 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM proj2ct. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = Data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
iData are not complete: 

Total other cases filed does not include all requests to appeal. 

Disposed End 
pending 

X N/A 
X N/A ----x- N7A 

X N/A 
X N/A 

--X N7A 

510 N/A 

JExplanation of data included 1n the category: 

Although the court does handle requests to appeal, their figures could not be separated from the numbers of appeals and original proceedings filed. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the Office of the State Court Administrator. 
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MONTANA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

19 districts, 29 judges 
July 1, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Civild: 
Tort ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract: 

Contract •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Debt ........................................................ . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Real property rights: 

Property ................................................... .. 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution ............................. " ••••••••••• 
Adoption ............... , .................................... . 
Other domestic relationsJ: 

Other ..................................................... . 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Formal probate ............................................ . 
Informal probate .......................................... . 

Total ............................... : ...................... . 
Guardianship/trusteeship/conservatorshIp: 

Other probate ............................................. . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Mental health: 
Insanityj .................................................... . 

Appeal: i case: Appeal of administrat ve agency 
Administration ............................................ . 

Extraordinary writ ............................................ . 
Other civil: 

Jurisdiction ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Crfmfnal d: 
Felony ........................................................ . 
Misdemeanor ................................................... . 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Juvenile: 
Status offense: 

YINS--youth in need of supervision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

YINC--youth in need of care •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile ................................................. . 

Grand tota 1 ..................................................... . 

Trial d 

Beglnn1 ng 
pending 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
204fo 

X 
4,126fh 

X 
X 
X 

X 
S,527fh 

23Sfh 

X 
X 

__ X 

18,067fh 

X __ X 

958fh 

X 

__ X 

516fh 

19,541fh 

Fi1edj Disposed 

1,557h X 

l,l32h X 
S,379h X 
6,5Uh X 

566h X 

5,985h X 
783 680 

2,328h X 
9,096 8,243 

177h X 
2, 734~ X 
2,911 X 

604h X 
3,515 2,547 

506 497 

142h X 
(j) X 

5,379hj X 

27,272 23,244 

2,217h X 
~h __ X 

2,771 2,631 

755h X 

547h __ X 

1,302 975 

31,345 26,850 

Jury Non-jury ~ 
Criminal ......... 104 26 130 

Civil dispositionsh 

Judgment/decree •••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ....................... . 
uismissed--iacK of dllfgence ••••• 
Di5missed by praecipe •••••••••••• 
Default by judge ••••••••••••••••• 
Default by clerk ................ . 

6,637 
3.318 

195 
586 

1,366 

Criminal dispositionsh 

Jury trial: 
Guil tv vpr4i ct •••• " ......... .. 
Acqui'tted .................... .. 

Nonju ry tri a 1 : 
Guilty verdict ••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted ..................... . 

18 
26 

26 
0 Statutory lien ••••••••••••••••••• 

Transferred .................... .. 

976 
4,294 

390 
1,757 

1,667 Guilty plea .................... .. 
Oismissed/nolle prosequi ••••••••• Other ••..••.•.•••••.••.•...••••.• Other ........................... . 

Age of pending caseload (days) (6/30/80) 

0-90 91-180 Over 180 

Civil : 
Genera 1 ci vn n ........ 
Domestic re1ationsn ••• 
Adoption ••••••••••••• 
Estate ••••••••••••••• 
Mental health •••••••• 

Crilliinal ............. .. 
Juvenne .............. . 

Total .................. . 

330 

days ~ days 

1,701 
1,009 

80 
633 
30 

223 
165 

3,841 

1,505 
738 

39 
760 
45 

210 
114 

3,411 

7.171 
2,925 

188 
5,102 

169 
665 
564 

16,784 

599 
234 

--- -~------

1'1 

! I 
End 

! I pending , I X 

X i,1 
i 

X i 
X 

i X 
\' 

X H 
307 II 

X N 
4,979 ~ 

X I X 
X 

X ~ 6,495 

244 

t 
X 
X 

H 

X 

22,095 

X 
__ X 

1,098 

X 

__ X 

843 

24,036 

I 
I 

'0 

F "'Of , J 
' ~ 

J 

I 
·1 

J 
) 

{ 

I , 
I 

·1 
1 
! 

I 
1 • 
f 

801dface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X ~ The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

Civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or Complaint. 
h The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. Figure was computed: 

Filing figures so marked were calculated from percentages given in the unpublished data. 
All beginning pending figures were calculated from filing. disposition, and end pending figures given in the unpublished data • 

. All data given for type of disposition were calculated from percentages given in the unpublished data. JExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filings inclUde new and reopened cases. 
Other domestic relations cases include URESA (outgoing and incoming) and paternity cases. 
Insanity cases include mentally ill and inebriation (commitments). 

Other civil jurisdiction cases inclUde name changes, injUnctions, declaratory judgments, certificate of amount due, warrant of 
restraint, abstract of judgment, transcript of jUdgment, mandamus, habeas corpus, and habitual traffic offender cases. Oata for extraordina~ writs are included in the other civil category • 

nlnformation on time to disposition and age of pending caseload data: 

The general civil category inclUdes torts, contracts, real property rights, appeal of administrative agency case, and other civil cases. 

Domestic relations includes marriage dissolution and other domestic relations cases only. Adoption case ages are reported separate 1y. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Office of the State Court Administrator. 

MONTANA JUSTICE COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

93 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice Court for fiscal year 1980. 

MONTANA CITY COURT 
Court of li.ited jurisdiction 

106 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the City Court for fiscal year 1980. 

MONTANA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

160 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for fiscal year 198G. 
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t I"die.ltes route of appe.,!. 

NEBRASKA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdictiun: 
- Appeals from District, Juvenile, "nd 

Workmen's Cumpensation C\lurts. 
- Or!~in"i jurisdiction in c.lses relating 

to revenue .lnd in civil cases in which 
the st"te is" p,uty. 

j 

DISTRICT COURT (21) 
47 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ General jurisdictiun in civil excluding 

5m,,11 c\"ims "nd pn1b"te. Domestic 
rel,Hions. 

_ Gener,,1 jurisdiction in crimin"I. 
Appe"ls de novo on the record in civil.t 
Appe"ls on the record in crimin,,!. 

Jury tri"ls. 

SEPARATE JUVENILE 
COURT (3) 
~ jud)le> 
Jurisdirtion: 
-All jUllenile m"ttcrs in Ollu)ll,'5, 
Llnr,l>ter, ,Ind 5,upy Cllunlies. 

t 
COUNTY COURT (21) 
44 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil "ctions under $5.000, prob"te, 

)lu.,rdi"nship •• ,doplions. eminent 
dom.lin. 

- Misdeme.,nors. tr.,ffic, municipal 
ordin"nce violations. felony 
preliminaries. 

_ Juvenile except in Oougl,'5 "nd 
Lln(,i.stl~r Cuunties. 

Jury tri"ls. 

WORKMEN'S 
COMPENSA nON COURT 
5 jud)lcs 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Origin,,1 jurisdictil,n in c1"ims for 

workmen's compcns"tion benefits. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (2) 
13 judges 
Jurisdictilln: 
- In Om.,h.,.,nd Linculn. 
• Civil cases under $5.000. 
_ Municip,ll urdin.lnce vini,ltif.ms, 

misdemeanors, Felnny prelilllin,uies. 

Jury Ii'ials in civil "nd state 1.11\' Cilses. 

tin Nebrask". "de nllvn nn the record" means th.,t the murt m"y nMke ,In independent determination of the (acts. 
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NEBRASKA SUPREME COURT 
Court of 1 ast resort 

7 justices 
Septenber 1. 1979 to August 31. 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Ci vi 1 case categori es •••••••••••• <0 ....................... . 

Criminal: 
Di reC't criminal appeal .................................... . 
Other criminal ............................................ . 

Total ............................................... •••••••• 
Postconviction remedy: 

Postconvi cti on ............................................ . 
Appeals of administrative agency cases: 

#orkmen's compensation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Public Service Commission •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Industrial Relations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
other administrative ...................................... . 

Total ............................................... ••••• .. • 
other appeals: 

Unclassified .............................................. . 
Total appeals ................................................. .. 

Other cases: 
Ori gi na 1 proceedi ngs ........................... • •••••••••••• 
Requests to appea 1 ......................................... .. 

Tota 1 other cases ............................................ . 

Tota 1 cases ............................................ " ..... .. 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

263 

103 
7 

110 

16 

13 
o 
5 

34 
52 

(j) 
N/A 

---rm 

Manner of disposition 

Civil Criminal Postconviction 

Written opinion ••••••••••• 223 74 16 

Filed 

354 

267 
27 

294 

20 

27 
11 
5 

18 
61 

12. 
mJ 

(j) 
N/A 

-wA 

741i 

Admi ni strati ve 
allencx 

44 

Disposed 

322 

225 
10 

235 

23 

17 
0 
5 

35 
57 

14. oro 

(j) 
N/A 

tfTA 

650i 

Other Total 

0 357 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this cose type are known to be included in the total but were not available by catego~y. 

End 
pending 

294 

143 
24 

167 

13 

23 
11 
5 

17 
56 

0 
'51Q"j 

(j) 
N/A 

-wA 

530i 

iData are not complete: 
Requests to appeal are not counted statistically by the Supreme Court; the figures presented for appeals are cases docketed. 

There are a number of cases that the court refuses to hear. These discretionary cases, when lea'/e to docket is denied, 
could be considered processed by the court, but they are not docketed or reported statistically. As a result, rt'quest to 

. appeal cases are not included in the total cases figures given in the chart. 
JExplanation of data include~ in the category: 

Original proceedings are included with the appeals data. There are a minimal number of original proceedings handled by the 
court. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1980 (Lincoln, Nebraska), and unpublished data supplied 
by the clerk of the court. Statistics are from the annual report and unpublished data except that totals have been 
computed where necessary. 
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NEBRASKA DISTRICT COURTi 

Court of general jurisdiction 
21 districts, 47 judges 

Janua~ I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Child: 
DORlestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
other civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Crillinald: 
Felony: 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beg1nn1ng 
pending 

X 
X 

.--W. 
X 

X 
X 

X 

17,488fi 

Boldface headings indicate thp classifications used by tne CSIM project. 

17 ,613! 
10,3841 
-ill. 
27.997i 

4,552q 
1.7931J 

6,34Si j 

34.342i 

X = The data for this case ty,.<! are known to be included in the total, but could not be broken 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Disposed 

15,496! 
9.1241 

_-.ill 
21\,620i 

3,955q 
1.6541J 

5,6D9ij 

30,229i 

down by case type. 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
f8eginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

Variance is due to recounting and correcting entries. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

-.W. 
': 

X 
___ X 

X 

17,7979i 

Figures are as given in the annual report. Variance is due to improper reporting of reopened case dispositions in Lancaster 
and Hall Counties. 

iData are not complete: 
No data were available for Webster County (in the 10th district) or Valley County (in the 20th district). 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filed figures include the number of reopened cases placed before the District Court. 
Cases that are listed as criminal appeals include both civil and criminal appeals. Statements in the annual report indicate 

that more than half were crillinal appeals. 
Criminal cases may include a few misdemeanor cases. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Pending data wer~ provided by the office of the state court administrator during data verification. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1980 (Lincoln. Nebraska). and unpublished data supplied 
by the office of the state court administrator. Statist1cs are from the annual report and unpublished data except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

Child: 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 

NEBRASKA WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court. 5 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

Disputed claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ci vi 1 

Grand total .................................................... . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Filed Disposedk 

612 572k 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

Figures are as reported in the annual report. 
kAdditional information: 

End 
pending 

----ill. 
199 

199 

In addition to the 572 dispositions, there were 174 rehearings before 3 judges sitting en banco Of the-:e rehearings, 27 wer'e 
appea 1 ed to the Supreme Cou/'t. 

The court also processed an additional 468 lump SUm settlements for which there were no previous cou~,t actions. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1980 (Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEBRASKA COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

21 districts, 44 judg~s 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Child: 
Law: 
Sm;~ ~i ~l~i';';""'" ............................................ . 
Real property·~ight~;······································ ••••• 

Emi nent doma in Domestic relation~;"'" ••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Probate and inheritance tax 

Guardianship/conservatorship/t~~t;~~hip:·············· ••••••• 
Guardianship and conservatorship • Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ......................................................... 

Total civil ...................... " ............... ,. .......... " .. . 
Criminald: 
Prelillina~ hearing: 

Oth
F e I onY

f 
• f' •• ,. 'J"" ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

er cr II na : 
Mfsdemeanor ordinance violation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 

Other traffic violation: 
Misdemeanor ordinance traffic ................................ 

Total traffic ................................................... 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile 
••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••• 4 •••••••••• 

Grand total ........................................................ 

Beg1nn1ng 
pending 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
__ X_ 

X 

X 

__ X_ 

X 

__ X_ 

X 

X 

50,204f 

Filed Disposed 

10,463 12,585 
12,583 12,709 

138 149 

1,180 1,196 

8,428 12,629 

1,962 2,034 
~ 14.663 

34,754 41,302 

4,450 4,692 

50.481 49,621 

54.931 54,313 

190.073 191.237 

190,073 191,237 

3,438 3,509 

283,196 290,361 

Boldface headings indicate the claSSifications used by the CSIM project 
X ~ The data for this case type are known to be included in the total b~t were not available by category. 

dCase d~fjnition or unit of count: 
A C1V1~ ~ase is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
__ X 

X 

X 

__ X 

X 

__ X 

X 

x 

43.039 

The cr1m1nal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments or com lain s 
f . ~~~p~:~:,c~~l;s:sth~ech:~~~sU~~:siri:~e~e;~~a~:j;~ated for trial. One d~fendantPwithtt;o ~~~r:::e~~a~t~i~~~~g~~m~la~n~i~~le 
Beg1nn1ng pending figure for the 1980 court year does n t 1 th ' 

Figures are as reported in the annual e 0 equa e end pend1ng figure for the 1979 court year: 
jExplanation of data inclUded in the categ~rt~rt. The Variance was due to recounting and correcting entries. 

The new criflinal category of "misdemeanor'ordinance vi I ti " 
previously reported separately as "misdemeanor statu~e~ a~~ "~~~f~!~~e b~o~~~a~~~~:" is a combination of two categories 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator Th C t f N b 
the office of the state court administr;tore S~~tfs~l e ras~a 198N (Lincoln, Nebraska) and unpublished data provided by 
totals have been computed where necessary. • cs are rom t e annual report and unpublished data except that 
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NEBRASKA MUNICIPAL COURTa 
Court of limited ju,"isdiction 

2bcourts. 13 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1930 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

Small claim "" ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• iliA 
Other civil: 

Regular ci vi1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••• " •••• N/A 
Total •• ,." ••• ,', •• " ......................................... . -1Y.A 

Total ci vil N/A 

Criminal d: 

Total criminal N/A 

Traffic: 

Total traffic N/A 

Grand total ••••••• , ............................................. . N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
ilIA = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed Disposed 

3,022 N/A 

13,859 N/A 
21,881 -1Y.A 
21,881 N/A 

)( IVA 

X N/A 

140,167 N/A 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Municipal Courts have exclusive jurisdiction in cases involving violations of local ordinances. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 
The two Municipal Courts are located in Omaha and Lincoln. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is cou~ted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The crimina! case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
-1Y.A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1980 (Lincoln, Nebraska), Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

NEBRASKA SEPARATE JUVENILE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

3b courts. 4 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Beglnnlng Fl·led D· d Ena lspo.e ________________________________________ ~ ________________ LPp.nding _________________ . _______ . __________ -Lp~en~d~i~n~g~ __ 

Juvenile: 

Tota 1 juvenil e N/A 

Grand total •• , ........................ , ............ , ............ . N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
NIA = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

1,903 N/A 

1,903 N/A 

There are three separate Juvenile Courts in Nebraska, located in Douglas County, Lancaster County, and Sarpy County. 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator. The Courts of Nebraska 1980 (Lincoln, Nebraska), Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEVADA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over equity,l.lIY 

(OVer $300), .lnd .111 other civil not 
Alv~n tu a lower courf, ~lnd questions 
(If law in ~rimin.ll cases of District 
Cuurt. 

... ~£'rtio.r'lri rcview (If c.lses uriginating 
In jusllce .lnd Municip.,l Courts and 
"Ppealed to District Court. 

DISTRICT COURT (9) 
2S judges 
jurjsdiction: 
• Origin.,l jurisdktiull in equity law 

prob.,((., mentally ill. " 
- Feklnies, misdeme.lI1ors (fine greater 

th,'n $500, sentenee greater th.ln 
() months.) 

~uvenliil', .1dults in l"el,1Iion to juveniles 
ppe.l S Me trial de novo. ' 

jury trials. 

JUSTICE COURT (54)-
.54 ;ustict'$ of the ["',Ke 
Jurisdiction: 
-<;il'iI.lctions under $300 except 
tUle re.llt), <ir mining c1.1illl. 

"MISdem"olIl1lrs with Fine under $500 
.Indlor St'ntenccs und ... r b months. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (15)
. 15 judg ... s 

jurisdiction: 
- Civil \~h:n less than $300 .lI1d inddent 

!o a cn~nll1all"lse and the plaintiff 
IS the cIty. 

- Mun!c!pal ordinolllce violations. 
- M.ulll~lp.lI ordinances, misdeme.lnllrs 

Wlldh fll1e under $500 and/or SentenCl' 
un ... r6 months, 

t .I".die,'tes route of appeal. 

NlI1e Justices llf the peact' .1150 servt.' as Municipal Court ludlles. 
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NEVADA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 

C~.ses: 
Appeals: 

Ci vil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '" •••• 

Totd I appeals .................................................. . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisiction: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandanrus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Quo warranto ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Excepti ons ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disciplinary matters: 

Bar •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota I other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota I cases 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

x 
X -----x 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

713 

1980 

Status of pending cases (12/31/80) 

Set or assigned ••••••••••• 233 
Under submission •••••••••• 60 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••• 451 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Filed 

273 
239 

-srr 

25 
67 
31 
0 

16 
37 

176 

35 
211 

8 
-ru 

731 

lJisposed 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

700 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

---x 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

744 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts. Statistics are from the unpublished data except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

-----------------

rlF·:~DA DISTRICT COURTf 
Co;'~ ·of general jurisdiction 

9 districts. 25 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Child: 
Law: 

Civil actions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domest i c re 1 ati ons ••••••••••••••••••••• ., ••.••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/int.e~tate: 

Probate ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kental health: 

Inebri ate matters ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Insanity matters •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vil : 

Miscellaneous matters ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 ci vil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Cr'imfnal d: 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Beglnnl ng 
pending 

1:1,509 
5,971 

2,575 

X 
X 
X 

__ X 

Criminal actions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,794 
Total criminal 1,794 

Juvenile: 

Tota I juvenil e X 

Grand tot a I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 25,130i 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

Filed 

9,163 
13,209 

1,856 

X 
X 
X 

__ X 

X 

4,068 
4,068 

X 

28,909i 

Disposed 

6,188 
13,075 

1,025 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

4,285 
4,285 

X 

24,866i 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by case category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filin9 of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

iData are not complete: 

fnd 
pending 

16,484 
6,105 

3,405 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

1,577 

1,577 

X 

29,173i 

No data are included for Washoe or Eureka counties. Other d~ta were incomplete as follows: December missing for Pershing and 
Lincoln counties; September through December missing for Carson County; May through Oecember missing for Esmeralda, Mineral, 
and l,ye counti es. Approximat~)ly 33 percent of the state popul ati on lives in Washoe county, and approximately 9 percent in 
each of the other counties named here. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Administrative Office of the Courts. Statistics are taken from the unpublished data 
except that totals ~ere computed where necessary. 
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NEVADA JUSTICE COURT 
Court of liBrlted jurisdiction 

54 courts, 54 justices of the p~ace 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Begl nm n9 Filed pending 
Civil d: 

Law: 
Civil ....................................................... . N/A 4,689 

Real property rights: 
Evictions ................................................... . N/A 7,034 

Small claims: ................................................ .. --!!lA 16,416 

'rl)ta I d vil ..................................................... . N/A 28,139 

Crfmfnal d: 
Misdemeanor: .................................................. . N/A 28,139 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony/gross m;sdemeanor ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• --!!lA ~ 

Total crimi nal N/A 37,519 

Traffic: 
DWI/OUI •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 2,345 
Parking ....................................................... . N/A 30,484 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic ..................................................... . --!!lA 136.006 

Total traffic N/A 168,835 

Grand tot a 1 ..................................................... . N/A 234,493 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are not available. 

dCase definition or unit of court: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Disposed 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

--!!lA 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

--!!lA 
N/A 

N/A 

The criminal case unit of court is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
--!!lA 

N/A 

N/A 

--!!lA 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

--!!lA 
N/A 

N/A 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Administrative Office of the Courts. statistics are from the unpublished data except 
totals were computed where necessary. 
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NEVADA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of liMited jurisdiction 

15 courts, 15 judges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Begl nnJng Filed pending 
Child: 

Law: 
Civil ....................................................... . 

Small claims ...................... , .......................... .. 
N/A 60 
N/A --m 

Tota 1 ci vil ..................................................... . N/A 450 

CriRlfnal d: 
Mi sdemeanor ................................................... . I;fA 36.540 

Total criminal ••••••••••••• " ............................. , ... .. N/A 36,540 

Traffic: 
N/A 4,060 
N/A 283,751 

OWI/OUI ....................................................... . 
Parking ....................................................... . 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic ..................................................... . N/A 81.200 

Total traffic ................................................... N/A 369,011 

Grand total ..................................................... . N/A 406,001 

Boldface indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are not available. 

dCase definition or unit of court: 

Disposed 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

A ci~i1 case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of court is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Unpuab1ished data supplied by the Administrative Office of the Courts. Statistics are from the unpublished data except 
that totals were computed where necessary. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

f , 
/ 
I 
/ 
/ 
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Civil 

• 

SUPREME COURT 
.5 iu,t"'·' 
Jurbd;.ti",,: 
- Fin,II.II'I',·II.ll,· iuri,didi.~n. 
~ Dri~ithll jurisdirtil.1n fur 1~~U,lIKl' 

of l',\tr,HH'Jin.uy \\'ril~ .1nJ $ltPl'l"· 
inh nUl'IWf.' "f l~l\\'l'r unlrt~. 

SUPERIOR COURT (10) 
15 iustic~s 
Jurisuicti"n: 
- Civil.lCtions over $500. titk· to r,·.11 

property. ~'1uity. div"rce. supp.'rt. 
alimony. 

.. Fdllnil·~. 
Appeals de novu lln misdl'm('.lIHlrs ,1 flU 

villliitillns~ 

Jur)· tri.lls. 

j 
Crimin.11 

DISTRICT COURT (41) 
8 full-time. 35 part-time. and 
41 special justices 
Jurisdictiun: 
- Civil.ietinns under $3.000 (nn litl,' 

tll r~.11 pn'pertyJ. Sm.11I d.lims (if 
'HI Municipal Courtl. 

- Misdeme.lIlors. violations. prob.lblc 
l\lUS(' h""rinAs fur felonies. 

- Juvenile. 
Nn jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (15) 
15 pJrt-timc .1Ild 5 ~peci.ll iu~tin" 
Jurisdictiun: 
- L.lndlnru .1n<1 t~'1.l"t (.,"l-'. ,lilt! ,m.11I 

doli",s not '-\l"~,-Jin); $5(1\1 (mllltl" 
tll re.ll prUpl~rty). 

- Misdeme,lnnrs, ,·i"I.lti""s, [lrob,llll,· 
ColUSl' he.lri,,);s fllr fel""il's, 

- Juvl-nile. 

PROBATE COURT (10) 
10 iud);,·,. 
lurisdil'tion: 
• Exclusive pn,b.lll' .• Iuoptinn. . 

gU.UUiM1Ship, ,1nJ nHl~(~rv.lttlr~hlp 
jurisdiction" 

No jur)' tri.lls. 

t Inuie.lles nout" of .11'1'".11. 

342 

J 

Court 
"f 1.lst 
n'~,~rt 

Court "f 
~l·I·ll'r.ll 

IlIri~dll til\1l 

Court",l 
limit".! 

iuri~dirthlll 

* 
, 
I 
1 

i 

I 

F 
! 

rJ 

: I 
t, I 

I 
" 1 

tl 
1 

~ 1 

J 

I 
I 

i 
I 
I 

1 
1 

lj 

I 
I 

I 
1{ 

~ 
f l 
1 
i 
i 
"j 

I 

I 
I 

J 
I 
! 
'I 

J 

f1 
t IJ 

~ 
~; 1 
f 
J 

r :1 
r 

J If 

! 
! ,1 

II 

Ii "Nt 
" t 

·,1 
:' I 
, ! 

) 

NEW HAMPSHIRE SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil and cri.inal ......................................... .. 
Appeal of ad~inistrative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ............................................... .. 
Other cases: 

Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction: 

Original cases filed ................................... .. 
Certification of questions under Rule 20 •• , •••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................... . 
Advisory opinions ......................................... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '" 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Beglnm ng 
pending 

X 
X 

--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

--X 

145 

Filed Disposed 

529 X 
38 X 5il7jl -X 

27 X 
5 X 

32 X 
0 X 

32 X -Lill X 
32 --X 

599 435 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court • 
X = The data for this case type are known to be incluqed in the total but were not available by category. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Requests to appeal are included in t~e appeal figure. 
lSpecial Source or revision in the data: 

This "j" footnote was provided by the clerk of the Supreme Court during a telephone conversatiOII. 
Source: 

~ 

'. 
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End 
pending 

X 
X 

-X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

--X 

309 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

10 courts. 15 justices 
July 1. 1979 to June 3Q. 1980 

.. 
Child: 

Law: 
Civil ...................................................... .. 

Equity: 
Equity brought fOrl~ard ........................... ; .......... . 

Domestic relations: 
Marl'lage dissolution: 

Marital cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Marital cases brought forward for further orrlers ....... "' .. 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Other domestic relations: 

Other equity/marital ........................................ . 
Total ......................................................... .. 

Tota 1 ci vil ................................................... .. 

Crimfnal d: 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Indictments ................................................. . 
Informations ................................. , .............. . 
Cases brought forward for further orders ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Appeal ........................................................ . 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Grand total 

Civil : 
La", ................... . 
Equity ................ . 
Domestic relations ••••• 
Ap.peal ................ . 

Tota.l .................. . 
Criminal ................ . 

Grand total ••••••••••••••• 

x 
X 

X 
X 
X 

480 

Non-jury 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

2.963 

Total 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

3.443 

BeglOOlng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

rI/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

NIh 

Soldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are not available. 

Filed Oispo~ed 
Ena 

pending 

6.702 8.644 i N/A 

9.975j 399' N/A 

(jl 6.61S! N/A 
(jl 3.6001 N/A 
(j) 10.21S1 N/A 

(jl 3,220~ N/A 
-Lll .lh1l§.1 N/A 

16,677 24,4901 N/A 

3,460 3,369 N/A 
492 429 N/A 

524 N/A 
3,952 4,322 N/A 
2.905 3.327 .Ji!A 
6.S57 7,649 N/A 

25.534 32,1391 N/A 

Civil and criminal dispositions 

Guilty plea .......................... 3.517 
~ol prossed .......................... 1.715 
01 sml ssed ............................ 5.360 
Defaulted ............................ 1.313 
other hearings ••••••••••••••••••••••• 10.126 
Other dispositions ••••••••••••••••••• 6.883 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- • Not a"ailable. . 

dCase definition or unit of count: • 
A ci vil case is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 
The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. 

. A trial is not count~d in the same way throughout the state. 
lData are not complete: 

There were an additional 2.009 civil c~ses disposed that could not be identified by ca~e type. These cases are included in 
the total civil disposition and grand total disposition figures. 

jExplanation of data included in the category; 
The equity filing figure also includes domestic relations cases. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Figures so marked were provided by the office of the Director of Administration Services during data verification. 

Source: 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

41 courts: S full-time. 35 part-time. and 41 special justices 
July 1. 1979 to June 31. 1980 

Child: 

Begl nnl ng 
pending 

Small claims ................................................... N/A 
Real property rights: 

Landlord and tenant .......................................... N/A 
Oomestic relations: 

Other domestic relations: 
Oomestic violance petitions ........ '.,,'...................... N/A 

Extraordinary writ: 
Writs ........................................................ --1Jl.A 

Total civll 

Criminal d: 
Mi sdemeanor ................................................... . 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felonies ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 cri ml na 1 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Violations (including traffic violations) 

Tota I tra ffl c 

JuvenillH 
Criminal-type offense: 

Delinquent children ......................................... . 
Statuti Qffellse~ 

Children In need of supervision •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offMse: 

Abused/neglected children •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juve"i Ie 

Grand total ................................................. , ... . 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

--1Jl.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

--1Jl.A 
N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

dCase def~nition or unit of count: 
A civil case is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 

i 
The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. 

Data are not complete: 
" Domestic violence petition data were supplied by only 18 court locations. 
~Addltional information: 

Data for twelve court IOi-ations were estimated. 

Source: 
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Flled 

27.030 

2,115 

370i 

6.929 

36.444i 

33.157 

--bill 
36.926 

184.959 

184.959 

6.313 

600 

~ 

7.41i3 

265.792ik 

Disposed hnd 
pending 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

--..-JY.A ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/;" N/A 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 



NEW HAMPSHIRE MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdict~on" . 

15 courts: 15 part-time and 5 speclal Justlces 
July 1. 1979 to June 30. 1980 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

Civil
d

: N/A 
Small claim .................................................. . 
Real property rights: N/A 

Landlord and tenant ........................................ .. 
Extraordinary writs: N/A 

Writs ........................................................ __ 

Total ci vi 1 .................................................... . N/A 

Criminal d: N/A 
Misdemeanor ................................................... . 
Preliminary hearing: N/A 

Felonies..................................................... __ 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: ." 

Violations (including traff1c v10lations) •••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 tra ffi c •••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile: 

N/A 

-1Y.A 
N/A 

Criminal-type offense: N/A 
Delinquent children •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Status offense: N/A 
Children in need of supervision •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Non-offense: N/A 
Abused/neglected children ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• __ 

Filed 

786 

10 

2 

798 

1,016 

87 

1,103 

7,460 

7,460 

34 

10 

2 

Disposed End 
pending. 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

-1Y.A -1Y.A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

~ -1Y.A 
N/A N/A 

-1Y.A -1Y.A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

-1Y.A -1Y.A 
46 N/A N/A N/A Total juvenile .................................................. _________________________ _ 

Grand tota 1 ..................................................... . N/A 

Boldface heading: indicate the classifications used by the ~SIM proj7~tbl 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unava1 a e. 

dCase definition or unit of coun~: 
A civil case is not counted 1n the same way thrJughout the state. 
The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. 

9,407 N/A N/A 

- "" f th J d"cial Council of the State of New Ham shire covering Chairman, Judicial Council, Ei hteenth B1enn1~1 ~~7~r~ 0 30e 1~8~ Concord New Hampshire: 1980. Statistics are from periods July 1 1978-June 30, 1979, ,and July, - une , • 
Source: 

the biennial r~port except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

10 courts, 10 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Civil d: 
Domestic relations: 

Adoption .................................................... . 
Other domestic relations: 

Marri age wai vers granted .................................. . 
Termination of parental rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Relinquishment of parental rights •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ..................................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ....................................................... .. Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

lIill allowed ............................................. .. 
lIill authenticity ......................................... . 
Administrations allowed .................................. .. 
Voluntary administrations ................................. . 
Inheritance tax •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardians appointed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Conservators appointed .................................... . 
Trustees appointed ........................................ . 
Accounts a 11 owed .......................................... . 

Total ..................................................... .. Other estate: 
Death certi ficate ......................................... . 
Inquisitions .............................................. . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ........................................................ . Mental health: 
Involuntary commitments .................................... .. Other civil: 
Change of name .............................................. . 

Tota 1 ci vil ..................................................... 

BeglOn1 ng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

-.lY.A 

N/A 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the claSsifications used by the CSlM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 

Source: 
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Filed Disposed End 
pendi ng 

717 N/A N/A 
1,416 N/A N/A 96 N/A N/A 131 N/A N/A 15 N/A N/A 1,946 N/A N/A 2,663 N/A N/A 

2,976 N/A N/A 234 N/A N/A 1,227 N/A N/A 653 N/A N/A 28 N/A N/A 5,118 N/A N/A 
444 N/A N/A 109 N/A N/A 205 N/A N/A 7,156 N/A N/A 7,914 N/A N/A 
115 N/A N/A 63 N/A N/A 178 N/A N/A 13,210 N/A N/A 
156 N/A N/A 

--ill -.lY.A -.lY.A 
16,648 N/A N/A 

16,648 N/A N/A 
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NEW JERSEY COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

l 

SUPREME COURT 
7 iustices authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final arpeal in constitutional questions, 

capital cases, certifications, dissents 
in Appellate Division, and .1S provided 
bylaw. 

APPELLA TE DIVISION OF 
SUPERIOR COURT 
22 judges .luthorized 

(1 serves as acting administr.lti\'c 
director uf the Ctlurts.) 

Jurisdictllln: 
_ Appeals from lower courts exce~t . 

Municip.,l Courts and ffllm .1dllllnIS
trative agencies except Wage .lnd 
Hour Section of Labor and Industry. 

SUPERIOR COURT: LAW 
DIVISION AND CHANCERY 
DIVISION (21)" 
215 judges authorized 
J urisdidion: 
-Law Division hl'drS civil cases. 
Chancery Di"ision heMS general 
equity. matrimllllial. probate. 

-La\'\' Divisiun hears crimin,,1 (,l$CS. 

Jury trials in Lo,W Division. 

_________ A ________ ~ 

COUNTY DISTRICT 
COURT (21) 

JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC 
RELA TIONS COURT (21) 

3q judges authorized 
Jurisdictiun: 
- C(lIltract and tort under $3.000, 

landklrd and ten.lnt, small c1.lims, 
bastardy proceedings. 

- Minor crimin.11. traffic. ordin.lncl' 
viol.,ti"ns. Concurrent crimin.ll.lIld 
lju.,si-criminal junsdiction with 
Municip.,l Courts. 

Jury tri.lls. 

SURROGATES (21) 
2 T surrogates 
jurisdicti<ln: 
• Unwntestl·d prob"tl" 
SerV<' .15 ('lcl·k of Prnb,ltt, Divisi(lll uf 

County ('<Iurl. 

35ludges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
-Domestic rel.ltion. (eXlert dh'urn" 
Adoptilill. 

-E"c1u!>ive Juvenile jurisdidlUn. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (529) 
374 judges 
Jurisdiclion: 
- 13"stolrdy pnIlC('UIilA" 
- I'rub.1bh· t IHJb(' lW,lrtllgl:llUl 

,ndi, t.,bl" "H,'"",,, Tro1f('I. 
minpr \. rimith11, OrdtllllllU· VIl)I"" 
tion!:'~ fbh M1U g,"lllll~ Mld n':Wlg.ltH)" 
\'IOJ.,tj"Il> 

No jury tri,ll,. 

• I Ill' (tlllnll' (\lUrl""l' OIl'rAl'd I\'llh Ill!' SUpt'rrprCl1url Oil D"t'('mb,'r 7, jQ7B. 
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NEW JERSEY SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
September I, 1979 to August 31, 1980 

Beglnnlng 
pending Filed Disposed End 

pending 
Cases: 

Appeals: 
Civil : 

Civil categories ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal ................................................... .. 
Appeals of administrative agency case: 

State agencies or authorities ••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••• 
Cas~s consolidated or disposed before argument ••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ........ , ........... , ........................... . 

Other cases: 
Oriyin~l proceedings: 

D1sc1phnary ............... '" ............................ . 
Requests to appeal: 

Petitions for certification •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motion for direct certification •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motions for leave to appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................. , .................. .. 
Total other cases ...... , ..................................... . 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other matters: 

Motions and other petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of dispositionm 

Written opinion ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 92m 
Per curiam... ...... ..................... 18 

Time interval data (months/days) 

Judgment below to notice of appeal or granting of certificatioll ... 
Notice of appeal or granting of certification to perfection ••••••• 
Perfecti on to argument ......................... , ................. . 
Argument to decision ............................................ .. 
Notice of appeal or granting of certification to decision ••••••••• 
Perfection to decision .......................................... .. 

Age of pending caseload (8/31/80) 

Under 2 months •••••••••••• 37 
2 to 5 months ••••••••••••• 38 
5 to 8 months ••••••••••••• 37 
8 to 12 months •••••••••••• 14 
12 to 14 months ••••••••••• 1 
14 to 17 months ••••••••••• 1 
17 to 20 months ••••••••••• 1 
Over 20 months •••••••••••• 2 

X 
X 

X 
X 

l22 

22 

307 
(j) 
(j )i 
307 

-mi 

x 
__ X 

183j 

Mean 
47IT 
2/29 
4/ 9 
4/ 9 

11/12 
8/14 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Median 
---:mJ 

2/ 5 
4/10 
3/22 

11/25 
8/17 

X X)e 
X X)e 

X ( X)e 
X ~ X)e 

68164)e 

57 

979 
(j) 
(j) . 
9791 

1,0361 

l,104i (164)e 

X 

__ X 

l,353j 

99 
23 

40 
61 

223 

54 

966 (109)e 
21 ( 37)e 

163 ( 18~e 
1,150 (164 e 
1,204 (164)e 

1,427 (164)e 

36 

1,145 

1,109 

X 
X 

X 
X 

---m-

25 

211 
(j) 
(j) . 
21191 

236'9i 

367gi 

X 

__ X 

152j 

Disposition of appeals 

Affi rmed ..... , ............... ".. 70 
Reversed ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 24 
Modified ......................... 18 
Reversed and remanded •••••••••••• 18 
Affi rmed and reversed in pa rt..... 1 
Remanded ......................... 3 
Dismissed after argument ••••••••• 3 
Dismissed before argument •••••••• 55 
Remanded before argument ••••••••• 19 
Consolidated with certification.. 8 
Decided without argument ••••••••• 5 

Status of pending caseload (8/31/80) 

Not yet perfected ••••••••• 38 
Perfected and ready 
for argument ••••••••••••• 79 

Held for further argument. 2 
Argued but not decided •••• 12 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Requests to appeal when granted are not counted as disposed until the resulting appeal is disposed, a new filing is not 

counted for the resulting appeal. These granted requests to appeal are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
. Figures are as given in the annual report. 
lData are not complete: 

Filing a~d pending data for motions for direct certification and motions for leave to appeal could not be separated from other 
motions and other petitions data. These numbers are not included in total requests t.o appeal, total other cases, or total 

. cases fil edor pending figures. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filing and pending figures for total other proceedings include motions for direct certification and motions for leave to 
appeal. 
Disposition data fo," these two categories are available separately and are listed on the appropraite lines under the 
requests to appeal heading above. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
The 92 written opinions and 18 per curiam opinions disposed of 134 appeals and 9 disciplinar,y matters. 
There were also 13 concurring. 41 dissenting, and 3 concurring in part, dissenting in part opinions written. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Re~ort 1979-80 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1981). Source of case data is 
available. Statistics are from the annual repor except that totals have been computed where nec~ssary • 
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r NEW JERSEY APPELLATE DIVISION OF SUPERIOR COURT 
Intermediate appellate court 

21c judges 
September 1. 1979 to August 31. 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Clvi 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

State agencies ••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 appeal s ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Leave to appeal ........................................... . 
Tota 1 other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 casesK •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other matters: 

Notions and petitionsj ...................................... . 

Tota 1 other proceedi ngs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of disposition 

Begl nOJ ng 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
"QmJf 

49f 
---;rgf 

5,429f 

18 

284 f 

302f 

Filed 

2,~04h 
1,851 

l,030j 
T,olffiX 

1,036 
1,036 

6,121 

190 

4,454 

4,644 

Disposed EM 
pendintl 

X X 
X X 

X X 
r,;ITIk 5,034 

1,038 47 
1,038 --V 

6,469 5,081 

195 13 

....£.499 .--ill. 
4,694 252 

Disposition of appeals 

Published opinions ••••••••••• 214m 
3,286m 

94 
31 

1,662 

Affirmed ..................... . 2,716 
568 
63 
31 

237 
94 

Per curiam .................. . 
Oismissed (opinion) •••••••••• 
Transfers'-li .................. . 
Di smi ssa l/withdrawa 1 ....... .. 

Time interval data (months/dayJU_ 
~ 

Judgment below to notice of appeal.. 1/13 
Date of appeal to perfected ••••••••• 9/09 
Perfected to argued or submitted •••• 5/14 
Argued or submitted to decided •••••• 0/18 
Date of appeal to decided ••••••••••• 15/09 
Perfected to decided •••••••••••••••• 6/01 

1/11 
6/24 
5/11 
0/13 

13/23 
5126 

Age of ~ending appeals 
8;31/80) 

Under 2 months .,. 971 
2 to 5 months •••• 1,150 
5 to 8 months •••• 872 
8 to 12 months ••• 874 
12 to 14 months 455 
14 to 17 months.. 319 
17 to 20 months.. 174 
Over 20 months 181 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Reversed ..................... . 
Remanded .................... .. 
Certifications •••••••••••••••• 
Modified .................... .. 
Dismissed (opinion) •••••••••• 

Status of pending caseload (8/31/80) 

Not yet perfected ••••••••• 2,662 
Perfected and ready 

for calendaring ••••••••• 2,333 
Submitted but not decided • 0 
Argued but not decided •••• 1 
Remand on stay............ 38 

Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: 
There are 22 judges authori zed in this court, but 1 judge served as the acti ng admi ni strati ve di rp,ctor of the courts. 

fBegi nni ng pendi ng fj gure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pendi ng fi gure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. Difference is due to adjustment made by the clerk of the court to the computerized 

h 
docketing control system. 

Fi9ure was computed: 
Civil appeals filed were computed by subtracting the number of criminal appeals and appeals of administrative agency cases 

. filed from the number of total appeals filed. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 
I. This figure includes 33 criminal appeals from state administrative agencies that are not included under criminal appeals. 
~Additional information: 

Total appeals filed and disposed include 31 certifications by the Supreme Court before calendarin9 by the Appellate Division. 
mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 

There were also 6 concurring and 15 dissenting opinions filed. 
Transfers are cases transferred to the Supreme Court by certification. 
The 3,500 opinions disposed of 3,738 cases. 

Source: Admi ni strati ve Di rector of the Courts, Annua 1 Report 1979-80 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1981). Source of case data is 
avail~ble. Statistics are from the annuar-report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW JERSEY SUPERIOR COURT (LAW DIVISION 
and CHANCERY DIVISION) and COUNTY COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
21 countfes. 215 judges authorized 

September I, 1979 to August 31. 1980 

Beglnning 
pending Filed Disposed Defendants 

Child: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Auto negligence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other tort: 
Other--Law Di vi si on ....................................... . 

Total .. , ~ •...•..•..••.. " ••.•....•...•.....•....••••..•...••..• 
Equity .................................... , .................... . 
Domestfc relations: 

Marriage dissqlut1on: 
Matrimonia1J .............................................. . 

Adoption: 
Adoption {contested} ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoption (uncontested) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Estate (County Court): 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Wills and administration .................................. . 
Accounting ............................................... .. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Guardianship/coIISt\rvatorship/trustee"hip: 

Appoi ntment of gllardi ans for incompetents ................. . 
Other estate: 

Otryer probate matters •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
TotalJ ....................................................... . 

Total civil! ..................................... •••••••••••••• .. 

Crlmlnald: 
Felony: 

Indictments and accusations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal (County Court) •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extraordinary writ: 

Postconviction relief •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ................................................ .. 

Grand total ..................................................... . 

Trial d 

Jury Non-jur~ ~ 
C'lvil : 

"fort: 
Auto tort . .............. 1,294 76 1,370 
Other tort . ............. 1,503 1,426 2,929 

Total .................... 2,797 1,502 4,299 
Equity ................ , .. " 4 981 985 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution .... 10,388 10,388 
Adoption ................ X X 

Total ••••••••••••••• 11 •••• X X 
Estate ..................... N/A N/A 

Total ....................... 2,801 12,871 i 15,672i 
Criminal: 

G34 2,403 Felony ................ ';) .. " 1,969 
Grand total ................ ,. 4,770 13,305i 18,075i 

25,291 f 

33,46Sf 
58,759f 
3,114f 

7,272 f 

X 
0 
X 

7,272f1 

X 
X 
X 

0 

X 
X 

69,145f 

29,495f 
739 

__ 3_5f 

30,269f 

99,414f 

20,833 20,528 

27,232 26,497 
48,065 47,025 
4,424 4,420 

24,849 26,466 

53 X 
2,177 2,177 
2,230 X. 

27,079 28,6431 

170 X 
156 X 
326 X 

414 414 

163 X 
~ 

__ X 

80,471 81,048 

22,980k 23,166 28,882 
2,783 2,828 N/A 

135 -EL ~ 
25,898 26,121 N/A 

106,369 107,169 N/A 

Criminal di sposi t ions 

Felony: 
Jury trial: 

Conviction ••••••••••••••• 
Acquittal ............... . 
Guilty or non vult plea •• 
Dismissal ............... . 
Conditional discharge •••• 

Non-jury tri al: 
Conviction ••••••••••••••• 
Acquittal ............... . 
Guilty or ilon vult plea •• 
Dismissal •••••••••••••••• 
Conditional discharge •••• 

Total trial: 
Conviction ••••••••••••••• 
Acquittal ............... . 
Guilty or non vult plea •• 
Dismissal •••••••••••••••• 
Conditional discharge •••• 

Guilty or non vult 
plea without trial •••••••• 

Di smi ssa 1 without tri a 1 .... 
Conditional discharge 
without trial ••••••••••••• 

Extraordinary writ: 
Petition summarilY 
disposed •••••••••••••••••• 

No relief granted •••••••••• 
Some relief granted •••••••• 

~ 

1,124 
653 
138 

52 
2 

156 
243 

15 
20 
0 

1,280 
896 
153 

72 
2 

12,834 
7,833 

96 

44 
78 
5 

End 
pending 

25,596 

34,203 
59,799 
3,118 

5,655 

X 
0 
X. 

5,6551 

X 
X 
X 

0 

X 
__ X 

68,568 

29,309k 
694 

__ 4_3 

30,046 

98,614 

Defendants 

1,355 
B03 
170 

66 
2 

187 
277 

17 
27 
0 

1,542 
1,080 

187 
93 
2 

15,890 
9,973 

115 

N/A 
N/A 
NJA 

(continued on next page) 
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New Jersey Superior Court (continued) 

Civil dispositions 

Di smi ssed 
In court or di s-

Contested Uncontested ~ continued 
Tort: 

Auto tort •••••••••••• X X Other tort ••••••••••• X X Total ................. X X Equity ••••••••••••••••• 1,926 1,102 Domestic relations: 
Harri?ge dissolution 10,388 15,581 43 451 Estatf:; ................. N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Time interval datan (month/days) 

Settled, 
dismissed, 
or dis

continued Other 

18,780 378 
22,848 720 
41,628 1,098 

407 

494 3 
N/A N/A 

Jury Non-jury All trial cases 
Number Mean ~ ~ t-Iean ~ J!um6er Mean ~ Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Complaint to trial •••••• 

!!t~i:;r t~rt: 
Complaint to tr;a1 •••••• 

1":i~al : 
Complaint to trial ••••••• 

Criminal: 
Arrest or summons 

to i ndi ctment •••••• , ... '" 
Indictment or acclJsation 

to fifllt plei! ........... . 
First plea to guilty plea •• 
First plea to trial 

beginning •••••••••••••••• 
Total time ................. . 
Number of cases ••••••••••••• 

183 26/07 25/06 2 21/24 21/24 

165 26/20 25/17 117 21/25 21/12 

348 N/A 25/14 119 N/A 21/12 

Ti me i nterva 1 data (median da~s) 
Time to trial Time to guilty plea 

96 100 

23 23 
93 

145 
271 231 
282 288 

Age of pendins case10adn (months) 

Other Auto I4arri age 

185 

282 

467 

tort tort ~ dissolution ~n 

Under 6 months 7,367 5,100 1,317 1,765 153 6+ to 12 months ..... 9,854 7,900 1,094 2,148 47 12+ to 18 months 8,002 6,403 406 1,105 48 18+ to 24 months •••• 4.687 3,683 140 404 (n) 24+ to 36 months •••• 3,269 2,132 98 183 (n) Over 36 months •••••• 401 187 63 50 (n) 

26/06 25/05 

24/20 24{05 

N/A 24/13 

Felony 

10,435 
4,790 
2,921 
1,902 
3,044 
6,217 

80ldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This casetype is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. -- = Not applicable. 
dCase definition or IInit of count: 

A civil case is counted when it is placed on the calendar (has reached issue). 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trlal is counted when the first juror is drawn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

fBeginnin9 pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending fi9ure for the 1979 court year: 
This is because of recounts by the counties resulting from their periodic physical inventories and the discovery of other 

. reporting errors by the counties during the course of the year. 
lData are not complete: 

Total pending figures for domestic relations include pending matrimonial and uncontested adoption cases. They do not include 
pending contested adoption cases. 

Total disposed for domestic relations includes matrimonial and uncontested adoption, but not contested adoption cases. 
. Total civil and grand total trial data do not include estate cases. 
JExplanation of data inclUded in the category: 

Matrimonial includes div()rce. maintenance, nullity, adoption, custody, matl'imonial injUnctions, and miscellaneous matrimonial. 
Total civil figures include data for adoption (contested) and estate cases which could not be separated into the proper 

categories. There were 252 of these cases pending at the beginning of the court year. 546 disposed, and 248 pending at the 
end of the court year. 

kAdditional information: 
Of the 22,980 felony cases filed, 329 were reopened cases. 
Of the 29,309 felony cases pending at the end of the court year, 6,091 were listed on inactive status, untrialable for reasons 

beyond the control of the court or prosecutor. These include fugitives, John Does, and defendants incarcerated in another state. 
nnformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 

Time interval data are for cases in which trials commenced in the Law Division of the Superior Court during March, 1980. 
Age of pending data refle~t active and inactive cases for equity, marriage dissolution, estate, and felony cases. 
Age of pending cases data for auto tort and other tort cases are for active cases only. There were, in addition, 623 inactive 

other tort and 191 lnactive auto tort cases. 
The number of estate cases pending over 18 months is included in the 12+ to 18 months category. 

Source: Administrative Oi.ectol' of the Courts, Annual Report 1979-80 (Trenton. New Jersey: 1981). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW JERSEY COUNTY DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jUrisdiction 

2'1 courts, 39 judges authorized 
September 1. 1979 to August 31, 1980 

Filedj 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Auto negligence ••••••••••••••••• 
Other tort .................... • ........................... . 

Total .............................. . 
Contract······· .. ••• .. ••• ...................................... . 
Small clai~~.r"··················"""""",,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
Real property ~ight;;""'"'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 

Tenancy .......................... . ........................... 
Total civil ..................................................... 

Criminal d: 

5,023f 14,222 
l,729f 4,627 
6,752f 18,849 

35,494f 175,782 
8,315 f 44,873 

7,942f 114 z413 

58,503f 353,917 

Other cri.i na 1 : 
Crimina1j .................................................... 

Total criminal 
·················,,····· •••••••••• e •••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 

--!i& ~ 
N/A 4,?48 

Parking: 
Parking cases •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other traffic violation: ........................ .. 
Moving traffic cases .......................................... 

Tota 1 tra ffi c 
•••• ••••••• cr ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 36,482 

--!i& 2L.218 
N/A 67,700 

Grand total ...................................................... 58,503fi 425,865 

Disposed 

14,873 
5,186 

20,059 
181,752 
46,458 

117.452 

365.721 

4,233 

4,233 

21,400 

27,957 

49,357 

419,311 

Non-jurl. 
Criminal dispOSitions 

Civil : 
Tort: 

T~ 

4,372 
1,170 
5,542 

29,524 
6,730 

4,903 

46,699 

--!i& 
N/A 

N/A 

--!i& 
N/A 

46,699i 

Other 
Auto tort •••••••••••• 
Other tort ••••••••••• 

175 
66 

241 
245 

4 
o 

490 

518 
360 
878 

693 
426 

1,119 
4,169 

14,429 

C i i ' criminal onv c~ ons and gUllty pleas in open court... 658 Violatlons Bureau 
Total ................ . 

Cuntract ••••••••••••••• .3,924 
14,.425 
40,724 
59,951 

Dismissed after co~dit;~~~i·di~~h~;g~·~;····· 1,601 
pretrial intervention •••••• 

Small claims .... ' ...... . 
Real property rigl,ts .. . 

Total ................... . 40,724 
60,441 

Other dismissal; and acquittai~·············· 
Referred to other court •••••••••••••• 
Referred to county pros~~~t~;················ CriMinal: 

Other criMinal ........ . 
Traffic ................ .. 

Grand total •••••••••••••••• 490 

566 
o 

60,517 

566 
o 

61,007 

Civil disp~~ 

Tort 
Jluto fort Qther tort Judgments by defaulj; ..................... 5,512 Settled, dismissed, or discontinued by 1,444 

dismissal of inactive cases ' 3,207 999 B f i < ............ 

Oe ore tr al dat~ •••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,838 1,078 n trial date •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,225 1,083 Placed on inactive list or transferred .. 398 156 

Traffic dispositions 

ConVictions and guilty pleas in open court 
Violations Bureau •••••••••••• • ••••••• 
Dismissals and ac uittals. • •••••••••••••••••••• 
Transferred to ot~er court •••••••••••••••••••••••• ..................... " .. 

Total 
b;95b 

4,206 
3,916 
3,308 

554 

Par~11g 
21,022 

147 
o 

............... 

Real 
Small property Contract claims 

IT~ r,m- ji9hts 
1 ,312 

32,512 6.856 54 18,764 4,657 6,606 12,230 11,973 56,681 :'>,302 1,328 

Other tra ffl c 
Violation 

3,487 
23,195 
1,275 

o 

Total 
3:Tfs 
44,217 
1,422 

o 

75 

~ of pending caseload months) 

Under 6 6+ to 12 12+ to 18 18+ to 24 Over Civil : months months montlJ.L months 24 months Tort: 
Auto tort ................... 3,353 834 119 31 Other tort •••••••••••••••••• 873 225 35 Total .•••..•.•.•.•....... ,. ... 63 5 4 Contract ...................... 4,226 1,059 182 36 39 Small claims .................. 27,128 1,852 383 98 63 6,622 95 10 1 Real property rights .......... 4,895 6 2 Total ..••.•.•.. "" ••..•••• ,''' •..•• 1 1 0 42,871 3,012 576 13b 104 

95 
527 

2 
784 

Total 
139,258 

43,628 
33,943 
84,192 
4,259 

353 (continued on next page) 
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New Jersey County District Court (continued) 

Time interval datan (months/days) 

Jurz: Non-Jurz: Total 
Number Number 

of cases Mean Median of cases 
Complaint to trial: 

Civil: 
Tort: 

Auto tort ................... 13 12/17 12/15 46 
Other tort •••••••••••••••••• 4 10/10 10/ 6 28 

Total ........... " ............ 17 74 
Contract •••••••••••••••••••••• 11 10/11 9/ 2 330 

Total .......................... 28 10/10 404 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Mean Median 

9/5 7/0 
6/28 5/11 

7/14 6/17 
6/20 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted when the first juror is drawn. 

Number 
of cases 

59 
32 
91 

341 
432 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

Mean 

9/28 
7/11 

7/17 

Median 

7/19 
6/2 

6/21 
6/25 

Figures are as given in the annual report. This imbal~nce is caused by adjustments made to caseload data based on physical 
. inventories conducted periodically by each court. 
lData are not complete: 
. Grand total pending figures do not include criminal or traffic cases. 
JExp1anation of data included in the category: 

Filed includes all complaints filed or transferred from other courts or counties and inactive complaints restored to calendar. 
Small claims include auto small claims cases and other small claims. 
Criminal case complaints include indictable offens.es referred to county prosecutors for indictment as well as minor criminal 

disorderly persons, ordinance, fish and game, navigation, etc. ' 
nInformation on time interval or age of pending case10ad data: 

Time interval data are for ali civil cases in which trials commenced during March 1980, excluding small claims and real 
property ri ghts. 

Source: Administrative Oirector of the Courts, Annual Report 1979-80 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1981). Statistics are from the ~nnual 
reports except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

NEW JERSEY JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

21 courts, 35 judges authorized 
September 1. 1979 to August 31, 1980 

~~ .. ~~~~~-*z=~za~-=--------~----.a--~--------~B~e~g~ln~n~l~n~g----------------------------------~~--~ 
Filed Disposed End 

pending 
Civil d: 

Domestic relations: 
Domestic relations and reciprocal support ••••••••••••••.••••• ~f 

Total civil 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Juvenile delinquent complaints ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14,698f 
Status offense: 

Juvenile in need of supervision (JINS) ••••••••••••••••••••••• ~f 

Tota 1 juvenil e 

Grand total 

Case dispositions l 

Ci vil : 
Domestic relations ••••••••••••••• 66,547 
Hearings 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14.301 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 80,848 
Juvenile: 

Delinquency and JINS hearings •••• 57,798m 

15,082f 

23,1l9f 

Under 1 month ••••••••• 
1 to 3 months ••••••••• 
Over 3 months ••••••••• 
3+ to 6 months ...... .. 
Over 6 months ••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

pending 

80.133 80.848 ~ 

80,133 80,848 6,722 

93,352 95,444 12,606 

12.126 12,012 ~ 

105,478 107,516 13,644 

185,611 188,364 20,366 

Age of pendin2 caseload (monthS) 

Civil Juvenile 

Domestic relations 
Criminal-type 

offollse Status offense 
2,581 3,i2b 327 
2,872 5,703 393 
1,269 3,177 318 

(n) 2,326 202 
(nl 851 116 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
f8eginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

This is because of recounts by the counties re~ulting from their periodic physical inventories and the discovery of other 
reporting errors by the counties during the course of the year. 
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lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Information on the number of hearings held was provided by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

mlnformation on trial or type of disposition data: 
Of the 57,798 hearings held in juvenile cases, representation by counsel was mandatory at 35,367: at the remaining 22,431 it 

was not. 
nInformation on time interval and age of pending caseload data: 

The domestic relations cases pending 3+ to 6 months and over 6 months are included in the over 3 months category. 

Source: Admi ni strati ve Di rector of the Courts, Annual Report 1979-80 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1981). Stati sti cs are from the annua 1 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was supplied by the 
administrative office of the courts during data,verification. 

Crimi na 1 d: 

NEW JERSEY MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

529 courts, 374 judges 
September 1. 1979 to August 31. 1980 

Beglnnlng 
pending Filed Disposed 

Total crimlna1: 
383.266j 

3B3,266j 

Crimina1J •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••• -liI~ 

N/A 

335,473 

335,473 Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Parki ng: 

Parking cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

~ 

N/A 

2,786,007 

1,304,821 

1,954,623 

1.185.946 

3,140,569 

Other traffic violation: 
Movi ng tra ffi c cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic 

Grand total 

. " " ..... " . " " .. " . " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " . " .. " . ~ . " ... " , " " " " " . 4,090,828 

Non-jurz: tri a 1 d 

Criminal (other criminal) •••• 2,767 
Traffic ••• ........ ••••••••••• 0 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••• 2,767 

N/A 4,474,094 3,476,042 

Criminal dispositions 

Convictions and guilty pleas in open court •• 
Violations Bureau •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal after conditional discharge 
and pretrial intervention ••••••••••••••••• 

Other dismissals and acquittals •••••••••••• 
Referred to other court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Referred to county prosecutor •••••••••••••• 

Traffic dispositions 

Other 
criminal 
122,912 
25,626 

10,075 
96,381 
3,589 

74,123 

Convictions and guilty pleas in open court •• 
Violations Bureau •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissals and acquittals •••••••••••••••••• 
Referred to other court •••••••••••••••••••• 

~~~m9 
1,862,538 

32,669 
126 

Other traffic 
violiltion 
Jlrn":zgr 

806,445 
69,107 
1,107 

Total 
3'Olf,"5i7 

2,668,983 
101,776 

1,233 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

End 
pending 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

j 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

Explanation of data included in the category: 
Criminal complaints include indictable offenses referred to county prosecutors for indictment as well as minor criminal, 

disorderly persons, ordinance, fish and game, navigation, etc., cases. 

Source: Proceedinfs in the Municital Courts, September 1, 1979-AUfiust 31, 1980 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1981). Statistics are from 
the annua report except hat totals have been computed were necessary. 

NEW JERSEY SURROGATES 
21 counties, 21 surrogates 

September 1. 1979 to August 31. 1980 

No data were supplied for the surrogates because they handle only uncontested probate matters and serve as 
The clerks of the probate divisions of County Courts. 
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NEW MEXICO COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justk~s 
Iurisdirthln: 

r-------II~ -r;-Pp~.,ls frum rrimin"l C,lses imposin~ 
- uNth pen.,lty ur life imprisonment 

De"th pen.,lty. 
Life impriS(lnmcnt. 

Most civil C,15(,5. 

MAGISTRATE COURT (72) 
72 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil.lttinllS under$2,000. 
- Misdeme.lnors .1nd lIther crimin"l 

with fin~ les> thMl $1,000. 
sentence less th.ln 1 ye.1T. 
Prelimill.,ry heMin~s, 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (83) 
$4jud~es 
Jurisdiction: 
- M'Jnicip.,1 ordinance Villl.,lions; may 

illlplIse fine less th.ul $300 'lnd/or 
sen tcnce less th.ln qo d"yS. 

Indicates route of appeal. 

,lnd l'1;·~l (.\l$CS where jurisdiction nut 
sp~cifk.,IJy vest~d in Court of App( •• lls. 

- C (·~t~or" ri revi~w of Cnurt of Arp~.,ls 
deCiSIOns. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appell.,tc jurisdiction (l\'er most 

lrimin.ll C.1S~S .lnd sprciFic typvs 
(If dvil.,ppcals (no I within Supr~mc 
Court jurisdiction). 

- Dircl't .'ppe,lls fmm cvrt.lin st.lte 
,lAC'ncies. 

DISTRICT COURT (13) 
44 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- G~ner.,l civil jurisdiction. Exclusivc 

domestic rel.ltions jurisdiction. Con
l'urrent jurisdiction with Prob"lc 
COllrt over wills, ri~ht of ~Xl'l'Ut(\r
ship, ,1nd "dministr"tion. 

- E~c1usiv~ fclony. G~n~r.ll crimin.ll 
juriudktion. 

- Exclusive juvenjl~ jurisdiction. 
Arpe.,ls d,· novo. 

lury h·i.lls. 

PROBATE COURT (32) 
.32 jUd~I'S 
lurisdiclilln; 
- Exdusiv(·llri~ill.,1 jurisdirtilll1 \I\'('r 
~u,'rdi.,nship ,111d (nrm.,I.ldmil1i,lr.,
tinn. Cun(urr~nt jurisdil'lioll with 
Distrkt Court llver wills. ri~ht or 
execul\lrshil'. ,1nd .1l1minist r.l tilln. 

SMALL CLAIMS COURT 
OF ALBUQUERQUE 
1 judge 
JUrisdiction: 
- Civil actions $2.000 ,lnd under in

volving rcal estate. 
- County mdin,lnce vinl.,tinns 

(criminaJ). 
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COUr( uf 
1,1St 

resort 

Intermediate 
,'ppeIJate 

court 

Courtof 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

NEW MEXICO SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
July 1. 1979 to June 30, 19800 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Criminal .................................................... . 
Rei nstated cases ............................................ . 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Origina.l proceedings: 

Habeas corpus ............................................. . 
Mandamus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••• 
Prohibition ............................................ : ... 
Removal from corporation commission ........................ . 
Superintending control ••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rule 32 election challenge ................................ . 
Quo Warranto .............................................. . 
Criminal contempt ........................................ .. 
Other ..................................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Disciplina~ matter: 

JUdicial standards commission (removal of judge) ••••••••• 
S~s~~ns1on of attorneys •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dlsclpllnary ............................................. . 

Total ....................................................... . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Requests to appeal: 
Certiorari .................................................. . 

Tota 1 other cases ............................................ .. 

Tota 1 cases .................................................... . 
Other proceedings: 

Other matters: 
Rule 37 motionsj ............................................ . 
Rule 41 motionsj ........................................... .. 
Rule 46 motionsj ......................... , ................... . 
Rule 60 motionsj ............................................ . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total other proceedings .......................................... 

Beglnmng 
pending 

X 
X 
X -x 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
x 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X -x 

118f 

0 
a 
0 
0 

--.Q. 
a 

Manner of disposition 

Written opinion .:.210 

Disposition of appealsm 

Per curiam •••••••• 3 

Status of pending caseload (12/31/80) 

Not at issue ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 50 
At issue--not set for oral argument •• 16 
Previously submitted ••••••••••••••••• 52 

Affirmed ............... 117 
Reversed ••••••••••••••• 66 
Affirmed in part, 

reversed in part ••••• 18 
Remanded ••••••••••••••• 5 
Dismissed with opinion. 2 
Denied petition •••••••• a 
Quashed writ ........... 1 
Reversed trial court '" 1 
Set aside contempt 

citation ••••••••••••• 1 
Awarded costs •••••••••• 1 
Awarded attorneys fees. 1 
Answered question in 

the negdtive ••••••••• D 

Filed 

227 
32 
a 

259 

14 
21 
60 
1 
5 
a 
a 
0 
4 

105 

1 
3 
1 
5 

110 

208 
318 

577 

317 
0 

26 
23 

366 

366 

Disposed 

x 
X 
X -x 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
-X 

530 

317 
o 

26 
23 

366 

366 

End 
pending 

x 
x 

-1. 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

165 

a 
a 
0 
0 
a 

0 

Time interval data (average days) 

From notice of appeal to transcriptn • 92.0 
From transcription to issue •••••••••• 82.4 
From issue to submission ••••••••••••• 60.1 
FI'om submission to opinion/decision .. 85.9 
From issue to opinion/decision ••••••• 146.4 
Fro~ transcript to mandate ••••••••••• 269.5 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X ~ The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were nQt available by category. 
-- * Not applicable. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 
In 1980, the New Mexico court system changed their reporting period from the calendar to the fiscal year. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for th~ 1979 court year: 
Between 1979 and 1980, the New Mexico court syst(!m changed from the calendar to the fiscal year as the reporting period. As 
a result, pending figures reported for the end of 1979 and the beginning of 1980 are different. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Rule 37 motions are prosecutors' motions for extension of time in District Court. Rule 34 motions and Rule 44 motions are 

motions for extension of time In Childrens Court. Rule 41 of the Rules of Criminal Procedure for Magistrates Court is a 
motion for eXtension of time. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
The disposition of appeals types are the results of opinions. 

nInformation on time interval 01' age of pending caseload data: 
No table was prepared on notice of appeal to docketing since counsel only has 30 days to file a skeleton transcript after 

filing of the notice of appeal. 
Source: Judicial Department of the State of New Mexico, Annllal Rehort. July 1. 1979-June 30. 1980 (Santa Fe. New Mexico: 

StatistIcs are from the annual report except that totals ave been computed where necessary. 
1 QSlI. 
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NEW HEXICO COURT OF APPEALS 

Intermediate appellate court 
7 judges 

July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

Ci vi 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Criminal and juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Appeal of administrative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Other appeals: 

Rei nstated cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Total appeals............................. •••••••••••••••••••• N1li 

Other cases: 
Ori ginal proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appea 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 other cases ............................................. . 

Tota 1 cases ................................ , ................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................ . 
Other matters: 

Motions ..................................................... . 

Tota 1 other proceedi ngs ........................................ . 

N/A 

a 

a 
o 

Filed 

237 
295 

38 

0 
570 

570 

56 

745 

801 

Disposed 

X 
X 
v 
1\ 

X 
N 

578 

56 

745 

801 

Oisposition of appeals 

Manner of disposition 

Formal opinion ••••••••••••••••••• 205 
Memorandum decision •••••••••••••• 238 
Transfer ......................... 14 
By order ......................... 119 
Certification to Supreme Court ••• 2 

Affirmed ..................... . 
Reversed •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed .................... . 
Affirmed in part, 

reversed in part •••••••••••• 
Granted ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Denied ....................... . 
Transferred to Supreme Court •• 

Civil and 
administrativem 

106 
65 

2 

9 

lime interval data (average da~s)n 

Criminal 
and 

juvenilem 
178 

69 
7 

7 

Total 
'2a.r 

134 
9 

16 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

a 

-.!l 
a 

Interlocutory 
appealsm 

17 
27 
1 

Civil Administrative a2encl Criminal and juvenile 
Inter- Adminis- Workmen's 
locutory trati ve compen- Summary 

Tort appeals Other Total a2peals sation Total calendar l'/'lmber of cases ................... -n 4 ---r4 --"11 9 23 ~ b4 Hqtice or appeal in district 
court to decision: 
Notice of appeal in district 
court to answer brief filed: 
Notice of appeal in district 
court to transcript filed ..... 98.4 34.3 

Transcript filed to brief in 
75.8 90.3 43.2 87.6 75.1 

35.5 19.0 30.0 33.5 34.2 ,35.2 34.9 chief filed .................. 
Brief in chief filed to answer 

33.4 bri ef filed .................. 37.2 15.5 34.7 35.5 40.3 30.7 
Notice of appeal to answer brief 

68.8 140.5 159.3 117.7 153.5 143.4 filed ........................ 171.1 
Answer brief filed to decision .157.8 78.0 134.1 141\,6 199.3 130.6 149.9 Notice of appeal to decision ..... 328.9 146.8 274.6 307.9 317.0 284.1 293.3 45.2 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space ~ Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

iOata are not complete: 

Other Grand 
calendar Total total 

89 -m 24b 

85.61 

35.9i 

34.8'j 

132.6 144.2i 
99.2 125.9; 

231.8 161.3 220.8 

Time interval grand total fi9ures for the subcategories under the heading "Notice of appeal in district court to answer brief 
filed" do not include criminal and juvenile data. Grand total figures for the total time interval from "Notice of appeal 
in district court to answer brief filed" and for the interval "Answer brief filed to decision" do not 1nclude criminal and 
juvenile summary calendar data. 
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mInformation on type of disposition and trial data: 
Disposition information on interlocutory appeals could not be separated into civil and r.riminal categories. These data are not included in the civil and criminal appeals • 

nInformation on time interval or age of pending data: 
Cases included in the time int~rval chart do ~ot include dismissed, denied, docket and affirm, transferred to/from the Supreme 

Court, or those cases determlned to be atYPlcal as a result of severe problems or delays (e.g. r'einstated cases) 
Decision to mandate for "other calendar" criminal and juvenile cases was based on 157 rather than 158 cases. Totai criminal, 

juvenile. and grand total figures were adjusted to take this into account. 
Time interval figures given in the annual report were to the nearest whole number for inclusion in this table. 

Source: Judicial Department of the State of New Mexico, Annual Rehort, July 1, 1979-June 30, 1980 (Santa Fe, New Mexico: 1981). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals ave been computed where necessary. 
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NEW MEXICO DISTRICT COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
13 districts. 44 judges 

July 1. 1979 to June 30. 1980 

Child: _ 
Domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil .................................................... 
Criminald: 

Felony/misdemeanor: 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal •••••••••• _ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile: 

Tota 1 juvenil e .................................................. 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

x 
__ X 

27,032fh 

2,882fh 

2.882fh 

l,752fh 

Grand tot a 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,.. 31,666fh 

Filed Disposed 

X X __ x __ x 

45,627 44,999 

5.186 5.467 

5,186 5,467 

4,403 3.843 

55.216 54,309 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as computed from data given in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figures were calculated using filed, disposed, and end pending data given in the annual report. 

Source: 

End. 
pending 

X ___ x 

27,660 

2.601 

2.601 

2.312 

32,573 

New Mexi co: 1981). 

NEW MEXICO MAGISTRATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

72 courts. 72 judges 
Janua~ 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Child: 
Law: 

Civil ........................................................ 
Tota 1 ci vil ................................................. , .... 

Criminal d: 
Misdemeanor: 

8eglnnlng 
pending 

-lY.A 
N/A 

Non-traffi c •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony ••••••••••••••• ,....................................... N/A 
Other criminal: 

Failure to pay penalty assessed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total criminal .................................................. N/A 
Traffic: 

OWl/OUr •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic ...................................................... ~ 

Tota-1 tra ffi c 
••••••••••••••••••• ! ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Grand tota 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _ •••••••••••••• N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the claSsifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or comp-laint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 

Filed 

18.376 

18,376 

20.844 

9,884 

11.531 

42.259 

4,186 

65,741 

69,927 

130.562 

Disposed 

-lY.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

-lY.A 
N/A 

N/A 

...Jill. 
N/A 

N/A 

end 
pending 

-.!Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

-.li!.A 
N/A 

N/A 

--1ill. 
N/A 

N/A 

Source: Judicial Department, St~te of New Mexico, Annual Report. July 1. 1979-June 30, 1980 (Santa Fe, New Mexico: 1981). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW MEXICO PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

32 courts. 32 judges 
January 1. 1980 to Dece~er 31. 1980 

TIlere were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court for 1980. 

NEW MEXICO MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

83 courts, 84 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1980 • 

SMALL CLAIMS COURT OF AlBUOUEROUE. NEW MEXICO 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court. 1 judge 
January 1. 19BO to December 31. 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Small Claims Court for 1980. 
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NEW YORK COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

I 

COURT OF APPEALS 
7 judges 
Jurisdictilln: , , ., 
- Fin.ll.1ppell.lte jurisdictIon 111 CIVII.lnd 
crimin~ll i.~,lS(,S. 

.. Direct .'ppe"l of qUl1stions in\'~\I\'inA 
pruvision (If constitution tHld de,\th 
sentence. 

Cri!lJ.inal 

APPELLATE DIVISION OF 
SUPREME COURT (4) 

APPELLATE TERMS OF 
SUPREME COURT (3) 

24 judges' 
IUI'isdktit",: 
- Civil.lnd crimin.ll.'ppell.,te 

jurisdiction. 

Q supreme court justices serve 
(3 in l'.lch .1ppcllate term). ,------1 Jurisdiction: I....~ .. ----Civil _ Civil.lppell.1te jurisdktion in two 

of the .1I'p,·II.ltC ter~".: .. . 
- Crinlinal.lppell.lte lunsdlCtll'"111 .111 

districts. 

Civil, r.!lunies. 
.1113rd .1nd 4th Dep.Htm"nt Clses. 

J. 

SUPREME COURT (11) 
263 judges 
Jurisdiction: . . 

COUNTY COURT (57) 
104 judges 

t 

-Unlimited law .1nd eqUIty. ExclUSIve 
domestic relatiuns. 

-Felonies and misdemeanors prosecuted 
by indictment (in New York City). 
Criminal jurisdiction in uther 
cuunties if needed. 

Jury tri.lls. 

t 
FAMILY COURT (58) 
107 judges; 37 county judges 
also serve 

SURROGA TES' 
COURT (62) 

Jurisdiction: . 
-Adoption. Child protectIon. 
family offenses, support, 
custody. paternity. 

-Juvenile delinquency. 
dependency and neglect. 

Jury trials not generally 
available. 

3S surrogates: 37 county judges 
also serve 
lurisdiction: 
-Full and cumplete general 
jurisdiction in mattprs 
reiating tll deCl~dents' estates. 
Exclusive probate juris
dictilln. Aduptillns. 
guardianships. 

COURT OF CLAIMS 
17 judges and 26 special 
judges for dangerous drug 
control 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive jurisdictiun liver 
cl.lims tll which the st.lte 
iS,l PMty. 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civill.w.' .1nd equity under $0.000 

(may vary to $10.?0~) ... 
- Origin.,1 crimin.'11unsdl~lI11n 

over all offenses (except ,n New 
YurkCityl. 

Appeals on recurd. 

Jury trials. 

, 
CITY COURT**(79) 
165 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $6,000. 
small claims. 

-Criminal with fine less than 
$1 000, sentence less than 12 
m~nths. Felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (2) 
4Qjudges 
Jurisdiction: 

CIVIL COURT OF THE CITY 
OF NEW YORK 

- In Nassau and Suffolk Counties. 
- Civil actions under $6.000. 
- Crimin.l1 with fine iess than $1,000 

or sentence less than 12 months. 
Felony preliminaries. 

Jury tri.lls. 

120 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law .1nd equity under $1 0,000. 

Jury trials. 

J 
2nd Dl'p.lrtment 

j 

TOWN AND 
VILLAGE JUSTICE 
COURT (2,424) 
2.345 justices of the peace . 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original civil under $1.000 
(generally small (i.lims). 

-Original criminal with fine 
less th.1I1 $1.000, sentence 
less than 12 months (mostly 
tr.lfficl. Felony prelimin.ries. 

Jury trials. 

CRIMINAL COURT OF THE 
CITY OF NEW YORK 
98jud!\es 
Jurisdiction: 
- Crimh",1 with fine le5s th.ln $1.000 

nrsentellcc less th.ln 12ll1unths. 
Felony prclimir",rles. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route uf appe~fl. d . ed' t' re certified to the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court. 'Nine justices and 12 cerh Ie rehr JUs Ices we . . , 
"Included are the city courts, justice courts, poloce cuurts, and recurder s cuurts. 
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Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

courts 

Courts \,f 
gencr.,1 

jurisdiction 

Cuurts or 
limited 

jurisdiction 

NEW YORK COURT OF APPEALS 
Court of last re~ort 

7 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Cases: 
Begl nm n9 
pending Filed Disposed 

Appeals: 
Civil ••••• ' ••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••••• , ................................ . 

Total appeals .......... ,., •• , ................................ , 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ....................................... .. 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil ..... , •••••••••••••• , ................................. . 
Criminal: 

Application for leave to appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other moti ons •••• , ........................................ .. 

Total ..................................................... ,. 
Total other cases •• , ......................................... . 

N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-rm.-

x (N/A)e 
X (116)e. 

653 (116)el 

N/A 

1,852 
N/A 

1,8521 
1,8521 

476 
172 
648 

1,591 
NIt. 

1,591 
1,591 

(N/A)ei 

(1l6)e 

116)e! 
116 el 

Total cases .................... , ............................... . N/A 2, 505i (1l6)ei 2,239i (1l6)ei 

Manner of dispositionm Disposition of appeals 

Written opinion ............. 176 
Per curiam .... .............. 27 
Memorandum .................. 268 

Civil 
Aff! rmance •••• ' ............. 3ii5" 
Reversal ................... 120 
Modification............... 35 
Dismissal •••••••••••••••••• 16 
Other ......... , •••••••• ,... 0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included In the total but were not available by category. 

Criminal 
108 

55 
4 
5 
o 

Ena 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

/fTA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

--rf77i. 

Total 
4I3 

175 
39 
21 
o 

N/A 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Applications granted by the court are not counted as a dispOsition until the resulting appeal is disposed. No filing is 

counted for the appeal. These granted applications are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
iData are not complete: 

Tota 
1 

requests to appeal, total other cases, and total cases fil ed do not 'ncl ude civil requests to appeal or other moti ons. mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
In addition to the 471 majority opinions, 22 concurring opinions and 99 dissenting opinions were filed. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, Third Annual Report 1981 (New York, New York: 1981). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

NEW YORK APPELLATE DIVISIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT 
Intermediate appellate court 

4 dfvisions. 24 judgesC 
January I, 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Cases: 
BegInnIng 

Filed pending 

Appeals: 
Total appeals ............................................... .. N/A 8,630j 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Ori9inal jUrisdiction ..................................... . 
Disciplinary matters: N/A (j) 

Attorney disciplinary proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total, •• ,., ............................................ , .. 

Total .................... , ••••• , ............................. . 

Requests to appeal .......................................... . 
rota' other cases ............................................ .. 

N/A (j) 
N/A (j) 

.JJiA .JD.. 

N/A (j) 

Tota I cases .,., ••••••••• , •••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 8,630i 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Mot ions dec! ded ............................................... 
Tota I other proceed I ngs ....................................... .. 

363 

Disposed 

9.341j 

(j) 

105j 
105j 

-1Q?,j 

105j 

9,446 

17.954 

17,954 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

(continund on next page) 
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r 
Ilew York Appellate DiVisions of the Supreme Court (continued) 

Manner of disposition Disposition of appeals 

Full opinion •••••••••••••••••• 493 Affi rmances ............................... .. 
Per curiam •••••••••••••••••••• 78 Reversal not including new trials ••••••••••• 
Memorandum ................. '" 4,452 Modifications .............................. . 

Dismissals ................................. . 
New trials ................................ .. 
Other ..................................... .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

cJudge information: 

6,269 
1,500 

772 
395 
157 
248 

In addition to the 24 permanently assigned judges, 9 justices and 12 certified retired justices were temporarily aSSigned to 
. this court during 1980. 
10ata are not complete: 
. Total cases filed do not include all original proceedings. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

An unknown number of original proceedings are included in total filings and dispositions of appeals. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, Third Annual Reoort 1981 (New York, New York: 1981). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

NEW YORK APPELLATE TERMS OF THE SUPREME COURT 
Intermediate ap~~"late court 

3 terms, 9 supreme court justices servec 
January 1. 1980.to Oecember 31, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Total appeals 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal .......................................... . 

Total other cases ........................................... .. 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions heard or submitted 

Total other proceedings ......................... , .............. . 

Manner of disposition 

Opinions filed.... .............. 23 
Per curiam ...................... 1,018 
Memoranda written, not filed •••• 49 

Beg]nnl ng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

2,187 

2,187 

Disposition of appeals 

Application rejected: 

Disposed 

1,574 

1,574 

3,997 

3,997 

Discontinued •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed on calendar call (civil) •••••••••••• 
Dismissed on calendar call (criminal) ....... .. 
Remitted ..................................... . 

Total rejected ............................... .. 
Decisions rendered: 

Affirmed ..................................... . 
Reversed ..................................... . 
Modified ..................................... . 
Oismissed, discontinued, withdraWn. remanded •• 

Total decisions rendered ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

End 
pending 

N/A 

25 
392 

64 

N/A 

5 
486 

540 
398 
114 

36 
1,088 

t-Iote: Appell ate Terms of the Supreme Court hear civil and criminal appeals from the fi rst and second departments. County Courts 
sitting as appellate courts for the third and fourth departments hear some equivalent criminal appeals; however, data 
regarding the volume of such cases are not available. For certain criminal cases New York has three intermediate 
appellate courts when County Courts sitting as appellate courts are counted. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

cJudge information: 
During 19BO, there were three appellate terms sitting with tnree judges in each term; hence the total of nine judges for 1980. 

Sourc\l: Chief Administrator of the Courts, Third Annual Report 1981 (New York, New York: 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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1981). Statistics are from the annual 
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NEW YORK SUPREME COURT AHD COUNTY COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

11 districts, 263c justices: 57 counties, 101c judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 198QJ 

Cfvild: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Motor vehicle ............................................ . 

Professional tort: 
Medical malpractice ..................................... .. 

Other tort ................................................. . 
Total ...................................................... .. 

Real property rights: 
Condemnation ............................................... . 

Domestic relations: 
Marriage dissolution: 

Contested matrimonial •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Tax certiorari ........................................... . 

Other civil: 
All others ................................................. .. 

Total civil ............................................. " ..... . 

Criminald: 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Indictments--New York City •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Indictments--outside New York City •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... . 

Total criminal ................................................... 

Grand total .......................................................................................................... 

Beglnning 
pending 

x 

X 
X 
X 

x 

3,868fh 

x 
__ X 

65,994fh 

11,9181 
N/A 

8,918i 

8,608i 

72,912fi 

18,361 

1,797 
13,790 
33,948 

194 

9,715 

9,135 

15.217 

68,209 

19,602 
15,424 

_ 35,026 

35,026 

103,235 

Disposed 

25,994 

1,853 
19,989 
47,836 

309 

10,320 

7,173 

16,439 

82,077 

18,628 
16,338 
34.966 

34,966 

117,043 

End 
pending 

x 
X 
X 
X 

X 

3,263 

x 
__ X 

50,126 

10,0519i 
N/A 

1O,0519i 

10,0519i 

60,177i 

Trial d Criminal (felony/misdemeanor) disposition~ 

Ju ry Non-ju ry Total Outside 

Criminal: 

New York 
City New York City ~ 

New York City •••••••••••• 
Outside New York City •••• 

Total .................... . 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

2,091 
1,261 
3,352 

Pleas of guilty: 
Felony .. ' ................. . 
~isdemeanor •••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................... .. 
Trial conviction ••••••••••••• 
Acquittal •••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed .................. .. 
Disagreementsm ••••••••••••••• 
Mistrialsm ••••••••••••••••••• 
Youths adjudicated as 
youthful offendersm ••••••••• 

Age of pending caseload (average months) 

12.489 
683 

13,172 
1,566 

701 
3,189 

109 
195 

1,524 

Projected average 
Civil : 

New York City Outside New York City 

Supreme Court 
County Court 

age: 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

7 8 
5 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable, 

CJudge information: 

X 
X 

12,850 
924 
330 

2,234 
49 
60 

2,584 

X 
X 

26,022 
2,490 
1,031 
5,423 

158 
25:; 

4,108 

In addition to the 263 justices regularly aSSigned to the Supreme Court, 44 certified retired judges also served on this court 
during 1980. 

Of the 104 County Court judges, 9 also serve as surrogates, 9 also serve as Family Court judges, and 28 also serve as both 
surrogates and Family Court judges. 

dCase definition Qr unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a pet.ition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment, except in the trial data. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision, which includes mistrials. 

fBeglnning pending figUre for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the dlfference between filings and dispositions: 

h 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

Figure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was calculated from filed, disposed, and end pending data given in the annual report. 

(continued on next page) 
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r 
New York Supreme Court and County Court (continued) 

iData a,~ r.qt complete: 
Pendi ng data for fe'lony/misdemeanor i ndi ctments--New York City do not i nc1 ude misdemeanor cases. 
Total criminal pending and grand total pending figures do not include misdemeanor indictments inside New York City 

. or felony/misdemeanor indictments outside New York City. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filed includes new actions, restorations, and transfers into these courts from other courts, plus or minus transfers within 
the courts. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
The dispositions of disagreements, mistrials and youths adjudicated as youthful offenders are not counted in the disposed data 

of the prof He's top portion. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, Third Annual Report 1981 (New York, New York: 1981). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

CRIMINAL COURT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court. 98 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

Criminald: 
Misdemeanor ................................................... . II/A 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony ....................... " ............................. . N/A 
Ordinance violation: 

Violations ........ , ......................................... . II/A 
Non··traffic summonsJ ....................................... .. N/A 

Total ....................................................... .. N/A 

Filed Disposed 

X X 

X X 

N/A N/A 
239,601 N/A 

X N/A 
Other crillinal ................................................ . N/A __ X X 

Total criminal N/A 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic summons ............................................. . N/A 

Total traffic N/A 

Grand total N/A 

Tria1 d 

Jury Non-jury Total 
Criminalm ............ X X l,1i5J 

Bo1 dface headi ngs i ndi cate the cl assifi cati ons used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

422,569; 178,333i 

103.296 ~ 

103,296 N/A 

525,865i 178,333i 

Criminal dispositionsm 

Pleas of guilty .................. 
Trial convictiond •••••••••••••••• 
Acquitta1 d ........................ 
Referrals to grand jury .......... 
Dismissals ....................... 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not unavailable by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

82,466 
458 
634 

20,041 
64,301 
10,433 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

The criminal case unit of count for caseflow is the number of defendants on the Indictment or complaint. Trial data are based 
on the number of trials, conducted, anyone of which may include more than one defendant. 

A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 
iData are not complete: 

Total criminal and grand total filing figures do not include violation cases. 
Total criminal disposition figure does nut include ordinance violations. 
Grand total disposition figure does not include ordinance violation or traffic cases. 

jExplanation of data included In the category: 
Non-tra ffi c summons I ncl udes all "nonarrest cases and arrest cases of peddl i ng" where a desk appearance tWcket was Issued. 

mYnformation on type of disposition or trial data: 
Data for criminal trial and disposition charts include only misdemeanor and ordinance violation cases. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, Third Annual Report 1981 (New York, New York: 1981). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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CIVIL COURT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 120 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Tort ............ " •••...•.•..••••.••.•...•.•••.••••..•..•....•..• 
Contr.act: 

Commercial ................................................. .. 
Real property rights: 

Housing part actions ........................................ . 
Housing part (summary proceeding) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Other civil: 

Nonhousin9 part actions (summary proceeding) ••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Grand tota ~ k =:: ~.., ., ~ ............... , ............................................................................. .. 

Beginning 
pending 

X 

X 

1,805 
X 
X 

X 

24,898f 

24,898 

Filed 

21,693 

15,137 

4,908 
101,931 
106,839 

5,842 

149,511 

149,511 

Trial d Civil dispositions 

Disposed End 
pending 

28,770 X 

15,939 X 

4,139 2,0159 
100,628 X 
104,767 X 

~ 
__ X 

154,894 19,0529 

154,894 19,0529 

Jury Non-jury Total 
Ci vil: 

Rea 1 property 
Tort and rights and 
contract other civil 

Tort and contract 
Real property rights and 
other civil ••••••••••••• 

Total ................... .. 

620 

47 
667 

1,242 1,862 

8,126 8,173 
9,368 10,035 

Time interval data (average months) 

PrOjected time from filing of 
note of issue to dispositionn 4.1 

Settled, discontinued, or dismissed 
before trial ........................ . 

Settled or discontinued during trial •• 
Dismissed during trial •••••••••••••••• 
Narked off calendar ................. .. 
Default judgment (inquest) •••••••••••• 
Default (no inquest) ................ .. 
Inquest by court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Consent judgment •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Referred to referee ••••••••••••••••••• 
Disagreement or mistrial ............. . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

28,273 
929 

92 
8,086 
5,341 

18 

108 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil eaSe is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Data are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
This is a result of adjustments made by the court. 

kAdditiona1 information: 
This court also disposed of 55,495 motions and issued 157,176 orders during the time period. 

nInformation on time interval or age of pending case10ad data: 
Time interval data are only for tort, contract, and housing part actions. 

75,673 
2,233 

169 
805 
593 

19,345 
3,154 

21 
o 

19 

103,946 
3,162 

261 
8,891 
5,934 

19,345 
3,154 

39 
o 

127 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, Third Annual Report 1981 (New York, New York: 1981). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW YORK FAMILY COURT' 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

58 courts; 107 judges and 37 county judges serve 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Civil d: 
Domestic relations: 

Support/custody: 
Custody of mi nors ........................................ .. 
Support (non-ADC and AOC) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Uniform support of dependent's law ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Adoption ................................................... .. 
Other domestic relations: 

Supreme Court referral ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Foster care review ....................................... .. 
Approval of foster care placement •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Physically handicapped ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Family offense ............................................ . 
Paternity (non-AOC and AOC) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other proceedi ngs ......................................... . 
Supplementary ............................................. . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Estate: . 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeshlp: 

Guardianship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mental hea lth: 

Mental defective ............................................ . 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Juvenile delinquency ....................................... .. 
Status offense: 

Person in need of supervision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Permanent neglect ........................................... . 
Child protective--neg1ect •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Child protective--abuse •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Other juvenil e: 

Consent to marry ........................................... . 

Total juvenile ................................................ . 

Grand total .......................................... ,' ......... . 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

481 fh 
7,176fh 

308fh 
7,965fh 

589fh 

208fh 
817fl1 

1 537fh 
, Ofh 

2,243fh 
9,414fh 
1,557fh 

l1,027fh 
26,803fh 
35,357fh 

296fh 

Oh 

35,653fh 

12,836fh 

5,9l0fh 

839fh 
6,005fh 

770fh 
7,614fh 

__ 2fh 

26,362fh 

62,015fh 

Filed 

14,645 
38,074 
25,553 
78,272 
3,725 

1,440 
5,028 
7,431 

16,464 
21,837 
28,445 
3,909 

113,285 
197,839 
279,836 

619 

31 

280,486 

24,539 

12,833 

1,142 
6,787 
1,590 
9,789 

--.ill. 
47,548 

328,034 

Civil dispositions 
Wi thdrawn or 

dismissed 
Domestic relations: 

Support/custody ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoption .............................. • ,'+0 
Other domestic relations .......... , ....... . 

Total ..................................... . 
Estate: 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship 
Mental health .............................. . 

Total ....................................... . 

25,341 
99 

48,052 
73,492 

135 
4 

13,631 

Time interval data (days)k 

Disposed 

12,454 
38,719 
22,214 
73,387 
2,915 

1,338 
4,699 
7,996 

14,059 
21,820 
31,894 
2,991 

107,429 
192,226 
268,528 

665 

27 

269,220 

31,379 

16,175 

1,719 
10,485 
1,618 

13,822 

-1Z2. 
61,755 

330,975 

End 
pending 

2,672 
6,531 
3.647 

12.850 
1.399 

310 
1.146 

972 
1.7609 
2.260 
5.965 
2.475 

16,883 
31.771 
46,020 

250 

39 

46,273 

5.996 

2.568 

532 
2,307 

742 
3,581 

__ 1_0 

12,155 

5B,428 

0-7 
Juvenile child protective proceedings days 
involving child abuse: 

181-
8-14 15-21 22-30 31-90 91-180 365 
days days days days days days 

366- Over 
730 730 
~ days 

Filing of petition to initial fact-finding hearing: 
Boys .................................... 107 
Girls ................................... 170 

Initial fact-finding hearing to dispositional hearing: 
Boys .................................... 132 
Girls ................ ................... 188 

22 
41 

4 
10 

368 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are calculated from data given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
The sum of cases !isted in the annual report as disposed and end pending was smaller than the number of cases listed as filed. 

Therefore 0 was entered as the beginning pending figure for this category. 
hFigure was computed: 
, Beginning pending figure was computed from filing, disposed, and end pending data. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

The end pending figures include only petitions actively pending at the end of the period. 
kAdditional information: 

There were cases involving 103 boys and 131 girls in which no initial fact-finding hearing was held. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, Third Annual Report 1981 (New York, New York: 1981). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

NEW YORK DISTRICT COURT AND CITY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 counties: 2 courts, 49 judge~; 61 cities: 79 courts, 165 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Begl nm ng 
PIHlding 

Chi ld: 
Law: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Small claims ................................................. .. N/A 

-1ill. 
Total chili ................................................... .. N/A 

Criminal d: 

Total criminal .................................................. N/A 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

All motor vehicle offenses . ................................. . -1ill. 
Total traffic .................................................. . N/A 

Grand tota 1 i ................................................... .. N/A 

Tria1 d 

Jxry 

Criminal dispositions 

Civil ..... . 
Criminal ... X 
Traffic .... X 

Total X 

Non-jury 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Civil dispositions 

Discontinued •••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••• 
Default ••••••••••••••••••• 
Mistrial •••••••••••••••••• 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total 
4,l'49 
1,572 
6,197 

11,918 

14,379 
7,807 

25,635 
155 

12,238 

Plea ••••••••••••••.• 
Dismissal •••••••••••• 
Conviction •••••••••• 
Acquittal ••••••••••• 
Held for grand jury. 
Mistrial .......... .. 
Other ••••••••••••••• 

~ 
83,347 
52,475 

829 
743 

4,918 
28 

2,369 

Filed 

N/A 
45.276 

45,276 i 

N/A 

--1Jl.A 
N/A 

45,276i 

End Disposed pending 

64,208 N/A 
45,175 -1ill. 

109,383 N/A 

144,681. N/A 

429,166 ~ 
429,166 N/A 

683,230 N/A 

Traffic dispOSitions 

Plea ................. . 
Dismissal ............ . 
Conviction •••••••••••• 
Acquittal ........... .. 
Mistrial •••••••••••••• 
Held for grand jury .. . 
Other ................ . 

253,665 
158,716 

4,328 
1,869 

272 
197 

10,119 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X g The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count; 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment or complaint. 
A trial is counted if tried to decision or verdict. 

iOata are not complete: 
Total ciVil and grand total filed figures include only snlilll claims cases. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, Third Annual Report 1981 (New York, New York: 1981). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

369 

~ 
I 



r 
I< 

NEW YORK SURROGATES' COURT 
Court of linnted jurisdiction 

62 courts; 35 surrogates and 37 C:Gunty judges serve 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Child: 
Oomestic relations: 

Adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Probate of wi 11 s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Administration proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Accounting proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other estate: 

Other proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Grand total 

Trial d 

Beglnnlng Filed pending 

N/A N/A 

NIA 41,050 
NIA N/A 
NIA 11,466 
N/A 52,516i 

Ii/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
~ 52,516i 

N/A 52,516i 

N/A 52,516; 

Civil: Jury NOI:-jurl 
probate/wills/intestate: 

Probate of wills •••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship •••• X 
Other estate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Total ........................................ l( 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

X 
X 
X 
X 

D;sposed 

3,D39K 

37,670 
22,115 

7,009 
66,794 

6,668K 

2,538 
76,000 

79,039 

79,039 

,Total 

51 
67 

1,044 
1,162 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

. A trial is counted as tried to verdict or decision. 
lData are not complete: 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Probate/wills/intestate. estate. and total civil filed and grand total filed include only probate of wills and accounting 
proceedings. Dispositions contain data for all categories. 

KAdditional information: 
The adoption disposed figure includes 67 petitions which were denied, dismissed, or withdrawn. In the remaining 2,972 cases, 

orders of adl~pt i on were granted. 
The guardianship disposed figure includes 13 letters of guardianship which were denied. The remaining 6,655 letters of 

guardianship were granted. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, First Annual Report 1981 (New York, New York: 19B1). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where appropriate. 

NEW YORK COURT OF CLAIMS 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 17 regular judges and 26 special judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Court of Claims for 19BO. 

NEW YORK TOWN AND VIllAGE JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2,424 courts, 2,345 justices of the peace 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled 1n the Town Court or Village Court during 1980. 
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NORTH CAROLINA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

-
SUPREME COURT 
'1 justk~s 
Jurisdiction: 
-H~.1rs dir~ct .,ppe~ls un dc.lth ur life 
imprisonnwnt sentence. 

-Cunstitutiun.,l questions. dissent in 
Cuurt of Appe.lls •• lnd Utilities 
Commissiun flener.,l r.,te-makinfl case 
.ppe.lls .He he.1rd as uf riflht from 
Cuurt of Appe.lls. 

-Other .,ppe.,ls of major interest .lre 
discretion.HY· 

~ 

COURT OF APPEALS 
12 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Appe.lls from IUlVcrcllurts, the Utilities 
Commission. Indlistri~1 Commission, 
.lnd Commissioner of Insur.lnce. 

SUPERIOR COURT (32) 
58 judges and 8 special judflcs 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil.lctions over $5.000. 
-Felonies. misdcme.umr '1Ppe~ls. 
Appc~ls ~rc tri.ll de novo. 
AppC.lls from .,dministr.ltive .'flendes 
except Utilities Commission. (ndu,trial 
Commissiun •• Ind Commissiuncrbf 
Insur.l ncc. 

Jury tri.lls. 

t 
Crimin.,l 

DISTRICT COURT (32) 
136 judges and 598 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actiuns $5.000 ur less. 
dumestic rel.lliuns, divurces. 

-Misdemeanors, fell)ny preliminaries. 
-Juvenile. 
Jury tri.ll, in civil. 
Nu jury tri.lls in crilllil"'!. 
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NORTH CAROLINA SUPREME COURT 

Court of last resort 
7 justices 

September 5, 1979 to September 4. 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil : 
Dissent in Court of Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. 
Annexation by municipality ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Substantial constitutional question allowed •••••••••••••••• 
Petition for discretionary review of decision 

of Court of Appeals, allowed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition for discretionary review prior 

to determination by Court of Appeals, allowed •••••••••••• 
Petition for writ of certiorari, allowed ••••••••••••••••••• 
Other statutory appeals of right ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Criminal: 

li fe sentence ............................................. . 
Death sentence •••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Less than life sentence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dissent in Court of Appeals ....... ' ...................... .. 
Substantal constitutional question allowed ............... .. 
Petition for discretionary review of decision 

of Court of Appeals, allowed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition for discretionary review prior to determination 

by Court of Appeals, allowed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition of writ of certiorari, allowed •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................ ' ...................................... . 
Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpus allowed .................................... . 
Supersedeas a 11 owed ...................................... . 
Mandamus (civil) allowed ................................ .. 
Mandamus (cri mi na 1) a 11 owed .............................. . 

Total ..................................................... . 
Disciplinary: 

Board of law examiners ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Judicial standards commission .......................... .. 

Total ................................................... .. 
Advisory opinion: 

On mandate from U.S. Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ..................................................... .. 

Requests to appeal: 
Civil : 

Substantial constitutional question •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Discretionary review to review Court of Appeals •••••••••• 
Discretionary review prior to decision by 

Court of Appeals ..................................... .. 
Petition for writ of certiorari •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................................... .. 
Criminal: 

Substantial constitutional question •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Discretionary review to review Court of Appeals •••••••••• 
Discretionary review prior to decision by 

Court of Appeals ...................................... . 
Petition for wl'it of certiorari ......................... . 

Total ................................................... .. 

Other: 
On mandate ~rom U.S. Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Habeas corpus ........................................... . 
Manddrnus ................................................ . 
Supersedeas •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................................... .. 
Total ..................................................... .. 

Total other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Applications for further review •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other matters: 

Other motions and petitions acted on ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 other proceedi ngs .......... i ............................ .. 

Beg1nnlng 
pending 

x 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X ---x-

~. 
~' 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

rm: 

N/A 

~ 
filA 

1980 

Filed 

38 
1 

( 11) 

( 37)e 

( 8)e 
( 5)e 

39 61)e 

96 
12 

7 

( 
( 

115~ 154 

lle 
6)e 

271 e 

N/A (N/Ale 
N/A (N/A)e 
N/A (N/Ale 
N/A (N/Ale 
N/A (N/A)e 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A ( l)e 
N/A (N/Ale 

N/A 
282 

13 
49, 

3441 

N/A 
112 

2 
118. 
231 1 

o 
8 

N/A 
X 

21 
597i 
597 1 

751i ( 89lei 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Disposed 

x 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

N/A ( ll)e 
282 ( 37)e 

13 ( B)e 
20 ( 5)e 

315 i ( 61)e 

N/A ( 10)e 
112 ( 9)e 

2 ( l)e 
118.( 26)e 
2321 ( 

N/A 
8 (N/Ale 

N/A 
N/~i 
555i 
5551 

355i ( 87)ei 

49 

N/A 

End 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Ni7i 

N/A 

--1ill. 
N/A 

~ 
11 l I ·1 
J 
1 
I 

Disposition of appeals Manner of disposition 

Opinions: 
Affi rmed .................................... 106 
Reversed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 49 
Reversed and remanded •••••••••••••••••••••• 22 
Remanded ................................... 15 

Civil 
Opinions rendered ••••••••••••••••• --sr-
Cases dismissed or withdrawn •••••• X 

Granted ....................... ............. 0 
Denied ..................................... 1 

Dismissed, wIthdrawn, settled •••••••••••••••• 19 

Boldface headIngs indicate the classifIcations used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for t.his case type are known to be included In the total but were not available by category. 

Criminal 
106 

X 

Total 
193 

19 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: , 
Petitions for discretionary review granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed~ a filing is not counted 

for the appeal. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. The number of granted petitions appearing 
in the filed column wIll usually differ from the number appearing in the dIsposed column because petitions allowed during one 
term may not be docketed as appeals until the following term. 

IData are not complete: 
Pending data for total cases do not include requests to appeal. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Court, North Carolina Courts 1979-80 (Raleigh, North Carolina: 1981). Statistics are from 
the unpUblished reports except that totals have been computed where necessary, and corrections were made during data 
verification. 
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NORTH CAROLINA COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

12 judges 
January 1, 1980 to Decenmer 31, 1980 

Begl nOJ ng Filed Disposed pending 
Cases: 

Appeals: 
Civil: 

From Superior COUrt ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••• N/A 411i X 
Crillinal: 

From Superior Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 505i X 
Appeal of amainistrative agency cases: 

Insurance Commi ssi on ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Industrial Commission .................................... .. 

N/A 2 xr X 
N/A 35 X e X 

Util ities Commission ...................................... . 
Property Tax Commission •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 6 xr X 
N/A 3 ( X e X 

Total ...................................................... . N/A 3 ( X)e X 
Other appeals: 

From District Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -1iIA 258 ( X)e X 

Total appeals .................................................. . N/A 1,220 (51)e 1,293.i 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Disciplinary: 
State Bar cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 2 (j) 

Requests to appeal: 
Petitions ................................................. . ~ ~ 477 (51)e 

Total other cases N/A 510 477i (51)e 

Total cases .................................................... . N/A 1,730 (51)e 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions ..................................................... . __ 0 1,096 

Total other proceedings 0 1,096 

Manner of disposition 

Written opln~ons: 
Affi rmed ....................... . 
Reversed ....................... . 
Affirmed in part/ 

reversed in part •••••••••••••• 
Total .......................... .. 

Other than opinion: 
Allowed ....................... .. 
Denied •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Remanded ....................... . 

Total ........................... . 

Appeals 

859 
324 

59 
1,242 

101 

Request to 
appeal 

x 
X 

X 
17 

51 
457 

3 
511 

841 
255 

o 
1,096 

1,770 (51)e 

l,096k 

l,096k 

Total 

8591 
324i 

59i 
1,259 

892 
712 

3 
1,708 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

End 
PendiOCl 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

__ 0 

0 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
A petition granted is not counted as disposed until the resulting appeal is disposed; nor is a new filing counted for the 

resulting appeal. These petitions granted are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
iData are not complete: 

Ci¥1l appeals and cri.inal appeal filed include only cases from the Superior Court. Cases from the District Court could not be 
divided into these categories. 

Total other cases disposed figure does not include State Bar cases disposed. 
Total opinions affirmed, reversed, and affirmed in part/reversed in part figures do not include request to appeal petitions 

. disposed by opinion. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

The number of State Bar cases disposed is included in the number of a~peals disposed. 
kAddltional information: 

Eight hundred-forty-one "f the motions were a11owed; 255 were denied. 

Source: Unpublished report supplied by the Clerk of the Court. Statistics ,are frOm the unpublished report except that totals have 
been computed where necessary. 
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NORTH CAROLINA SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

32 districts. 58 regular and 8 special judgesk 
July I, 1979 to June 30. 1980 

Civil d: 
Law: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Estatea ....................................................... . 
Other civil: 

Special pruceedingsaj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ci vi] .................................. '" ................ . 

Cri.inald: 
Felony ........................................................ . 
Appeal of trial court c&se: 

Misdemeanor trial de novo •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal .............................................................................................. 

Grand total ................................................ " ........................................................ .. 

Civil ...... .. 
Criminal: 

Felony ... .. 
Appeal .... . 

Total ...... . 
Grand tota 1 .. . 

2,521 
1,547 
4,068 
4,772 

Tri aId 

Non-jury 
4,060 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Total 
P"64 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

BegWnl ng Filed Disposed pending 

14,356f 13,075 11,767 
47,957f 34,670 32,093 

19,453f 29,830 27,925 

81,766f 77 ,575 71,785 

10,142f 36,830 36,169 

6,858f 24,994 25,047 

17,OOOf 61,824 61,216 

98,766f 139,399 133,001 

Civil dispositions 
~ 

By clerk........................ 1,212 
Voluntary dismissal............. 4,655 
Other ........................... 1,136 

Criminal dispositions 

By plea ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal by district attorney ••• 
Speedy trial dismissal ......... . 
Other .......................... . 

20,466 
11,642 

40 
1,500 

End 
pending 

15,664 
50,534 

21,358 

87,556 

10,803 

6.805 

17 ,608 

105,164 

11,493 
6,472 

39 
5,496 

Age of pending cases Time from filing to disposition 

Under 60 days •••••••••••••• 
Under 90 days ............ .. 
61 to 120 days ............ . 
91 to 180 days .......... , ... 
121 to IBO days •••••••••••• 
181 to 1 year •••••••••••••• 
Over 1 year •••••••••••••••• 
1+ to 2 years ............. . 
Over 2 years ••••••••••••••• 
Mean age (days) ........... . 
Median age (days) •••••••••• 

Civil 
N7A 
3,192 

N/A 
2,312 

N/A 
3,481 

N/A 
3,923 
2,756 

441.1 
297.0 

F4~6~ 
N/A 

2,511 
N/A 

1,31)1 
1,145 
1,190 

N/A 
N/A 
159.1 
72.6 

Appeal 
3,BO 

N/A 
1,335 

N/A 
734 
818 
668 
N/A 
N/A 
144.7 
66.4 

Cases disposed in: 
Under 60 days ••••••••• 
Under 90 days ••••••••• 
61 to 120 days •••••••• 
91 to 180 days •••••••• 
121 to 180 days ••••••• 
181 days to 1 year •••• 
Over 1 year ••••••••••• 
1+ to 2 years ••••••••• 
Over 2 years •••••••••• 
Mean age •••••••••••••• 
Mediam age •••••••••••• 

£1:!!l 
N/A 

2,759 
N/A 

1,504 
N/A 

2,439 
N/A 

3,094 
1,971 
419.8 
298.3 

Felony 

16,107 
N/A 

11,321 
N/A 

4,222 
3,092 
1,427 

N/A 
N/A 

102.9 
6B.2 

Appeal 

12,727 
N/A 

6,883 
N/A 

2,528 
2,118 

791 
N/A 
N/A 

93.5 
59.2 

Total 

28,834 
2,759 

18,204 
1,504 
6,750 
7,649 
2,218 
3,094 
1,971 

N/A 
N/A 

~~~~~-~-------------------------------------Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project 
N/~ = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

d Estate and special proclaedings cases were disposed by the clerks of the Superior Court. 
Case definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. Cases are counted according to what the courts have in fact 

treated as cases. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is cOllnted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

(Beginning pending figure 'for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending fdigure for the 1979 court year: 
j 

The difference is due 'to a change In reporting peirod from calendar year to fiscal year for the court. 
Explanation of data included in the category: 

Special proceeding~ include such matters as petitions in foreclosure, involuntary commitments to mental hospitals adoptions 
L condem~ations ~f real property for public purposes, and incompetency of persons to manage their personal financial affairs: 
'Additional lnformatlon; 

In addition to the judges serving this court, there are also 100 clerks who have the authority to dispose of estate and special 
proceedings ca~es ttlat are handled by judges in other states. Data for cases disposed by the clerks of court are included 

in this profIle. 

Source: Administrative Olfflce of the Courts, North Carolina Courts, 1979-80 (Raleigh, North Carolina: 1981). Statistics are from 
the annual r~porlt ~xcept that totals have been compllted where necessary, and revisions were made during data verification 
by the adminlstr.atlVe office of the courts. 
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NORTH CAROLINA OISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

32 districts. 136 judges. 598 magistrates 
July 1. 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Civil d: 
Law: 

General civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _ ••••••••••••••• 

Be~lnnlng 
pending 

x 
X 

___ X 

Total civil .................................. ................... 78,671f 

Criminal d: 
Other criminal: 

Nonmotor vehicle ............................................. 41,169f 

Total criminal.................................................. 41,169f 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Motor vehicle ........................................ ........ 80,476f 

Total traffic................................................... 80.476f 

Juveniled: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Capital .................................................... .. 
Other fe 1 ony ................................................ . 
Hi sdemeanor ................................................. . 
Probation violation ........................................ .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Status offense: 

Truancy ..................................................... . 
Other undisciplined ......................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Non-offense: 

Dependent •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Neglect~d "_ ............................................... .. 

Total ........................................................ .. 

Total juvenile ................................................ .. 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-.!i!A 
N/A 

Grand total ................................... ................... 200,316f1 

Filed 

48.866 
207.143 
59.858 

315,867 

365.516 

365.516 

777,264 

777,264 

29 
4,965 
6,746 
1,300 

13,040 

561 
2,288 
2,849 

2,256 
2,676 

--hlli. 
20,821 

1,479,468 

Disposed 

48,177 
200,339 
56,883 

305,399 

353.487 

353.487 

757,038 

757,038 

X 
X 
X 
X 

12,534 

X 
X 

2,914 

2,944 
3,984 
~ 

22,376 

1,438,300 

Trial d 
By 

Civil dispositions 
Jury Non-jury magistrate Total Small Domesti.:: 

End 
pending 

x 
X 
X 

89,139 

53,198 

53,198 

100,702 

100,702 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-.!i!A 
N/A 

243,039 

Civil : ~ ~ relations Total 
Law ................. 430 15,552 
Small claims ........ 183,846 
Domestic relations •• 74 49,685 

Total ................ 504 65.237 183.846 
Criminal .... , ......... 40,047 88 
Traffic ••••••••••••••• 38,007 

Total .. " """"""""""""""" 504 143,291 183,934 

Time from filing to disposition 

Civil Criminal 
Percentage of cases disposed in: 

N/A 298,409 Under 60 days ••••••••••••••• 
Under 90 days ............... 244,963 N/A 
61 to 120 days .............. N/A 34,793 
91 to 180 days .............. 24,667 N/A 
121 to 180 days ............. N/A 8,941 
181 days to 1 year •••••••••• 13,409 7,104 
Over 1 year ••••••••••••••••• 22,360 4,240 
1 to 2 years ................ 11,221 N/A Over 2 years ................ 11,139 N/A 
Average mean time to 

40.6 disposition (days) ......... 110.4 
Average median time to 
disposition (days) ••••••••• 27.0 20.0 

15,982 
183.846 
49,759 

249,587 
40,135 
38,007 

327,729 

.!!:ill!£ 
646,027 

N/A 
66,394 

N/A 
27,076 
13,507 
4,034 

N/A 
N/A 

36.7 

21.0 

376 

Clerk . ............... 17,195 1,706 708 19,609 Voluntary dismissal .. 12,148 13,227 3,977 29,352 Other . ............... 2,1152 1.560 2,439 

Criminal dispositions 

Plea of guilty ••••••••••••••••• 129.604 
Preliminary hearing •••••••••••• 22,163 
Waiver ......................... 52.187 
Oismissed by district attorney • 73,929 
Speedy trial dismissal......... 29 
Other .......................... 35.440 

Traffic dispositions 

Plea of guilty ••••••••••••••••••• 169.810 
Preliminary hearing •••••••••••••• 1,039 
Waiver ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 443.455 
Dismissed by district attorney ••• 84,442 
Speedy-trial dismissal........... 12 
Other ............................ 35.440 

Juvenile dispositions 

6,851 

Criminal-type offense 
Status offense •••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Retained Dismissed Total 
9.311 3.223 12:534 

Dependent ••••••••••• 
Neglected ••••••••••• 

Total ............... . 
Total ................ .. 

1.725 1,189 2,914 

2,301 
3,298 
5.599 

16,635 

643 
686 

1.329 
5.741 

2,944 
3,984 
6.928 

22.376 
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A2e of pending caseload (da~s) 

Under 60 days ••••••••••••••••• 
Under 90 days ••••••••••••••••• 
61 to 120 days •••••••••••••••• 
91 to 180 days •••••••••••••••• 
121 to 180 days .............. . 
181 days to 1 year •••••••••••• 
Over 1 year ••••••••••••••••••• 
1 to 2 years •••••••••••••••••• 
Over 2 years •••••••••••••••••• 
Average mean time (days) •••••• 
Average median time (days) .... 

f!!1l 
N/A 

37,661 
N/A 

12,747 
N/A 

14,642 
24,089 
15,290 
8,799 

282.5 
133.3 

Other 
criminal Traffic 

32.162 68,704 
N/A N/A 

7,268 14,239 
N/A N/A 

3,831 6.488 
3,736 4,981 
6,201 6,290 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
148.7 91.2 
38.4 30.0 

Boldface headings indicate the claSSifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. -- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. Cases are counted according to what the courts have in fact treated as cases. 

A juvenile filing is an allegation contained in a juvenile petition. Juvenile dispositions are the number of adjudicatory 
hearings on juvenile petitions. A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

f A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
Beginning pending figures for the 1980 court year do not equal end pending figures for the 1979 court year: 

. The difference is due to the change from the calendar to the fiscal year for the reporting period of the Court. lData are not complete: 

Grand total pending figures do not include juvenile cases. Grand total filed and disposed include all categories. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts. North Carolina Courts, 1979-80 (Raleigh, North Carolina: 1981). Statistics are from 
the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NORTH DAKOTA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final.,ppellate jurisdictiun in civil and 

crimin.ll matters from District Courts 
.lnd Cuunty Cuurts with Increased 
Jurisdiction. 

COUNTY COURT 
WITH INCREASED 
JURISDICTION (17) 
17 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

------......... -Civil.,ctiuns under $1,000. Small 
c1.lims under$1.000. Crimin.,1 
jurisdictiun in prob,lte, h.·st,lm(lnt.lry 
.1Od gu.udi.,nship matters. 

- Misdeml'.lnnrs, prl'liminary hearings. 
Appe.lls de nnvu. 

Jury tri.lls. 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (167) 
157 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- City ordin.lOce viul.lIiuns. 

t 
COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT (36) 
36 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
24 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-All civil .lctiuns exclusive uver $1,000. 
- All criminal fel",;y C.lses. 
- Misdemeanor5~ 
- Exclusive juvenile jurisdictiun. 
Appeals de nllVII. 

Jury trials. 

COUNTY JUSTICE 
COURT (36) 
36 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

t 

No jury trials. - Probate. guardi.,nship •• lnd other 
test.lml'nt.uy matters. 

- Civil.'clions under $200 except 
bnund.uy ur title disputes. Small 
claims under $500. 

- Misdeme.,nllrs. preliminary hearings. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route "f appeal. 
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NORTH DAKOTA SUPREME COURT 
Court of 1 ast resort 

5 justices 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

------------------a.------------------------~--------~B~e~g~ln~n~l~n~g---a------~--------~--.ao~------~E~n~d-----
Filedd Disposed pending pending Cases: 

Appeals: 
Civil ....................................................... . 
Cri.inal ................................................... .. 

Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition .................... . 

Disciplinary Matter: 
Disciplinary ............................................ . 
Judicial Qualifications Commission ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................... . 
Advisory opinion: 

Certified questions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Certiorari ............................................... .. 
Writs requesting original jurisdiction ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 

Total other cases , ........................................... . 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. . 
Motions ....................................................... . 

Total other proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

70 
18 -as 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
o 

__ 0 

o 

88 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

199 
71 

-va 

15 

2 
0 
2 

0 
17 

0 
7 
7 

24 

294 

38 
-ill. 

684 

Manner of dispositionm 

Written opinion ••••••••• 172 
Disposition of cases 

8y order ••••••••••••••••• 85 Affirmed ....................... . 
Reversed, reversed and remanded, 
reversed and modifi ed, etc. .. .. 

Discipline--imposed ............ . 
Discipline--dismissed ••••••••••• 
Original jurisdiction--granted •• 
Original jurisdiction--denied 

Time interval data (average days) 

From filing entry of judgment to notice 
of appeal ..................................... . 

From notice of appeal to decision ••••••••••••••• 
From notice of appeal to complete record •••••• 
From complete record to appellant's briefs •••• 
From appellant's briefs to appellee's briefs 
From at issue (case ready for calendaring) 
to hearing ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

From hearing to deciSion •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

f!!!!. 
49 

227h 
36 
41 
32 

41 
77 

Criminal 

13 
21711 
53 
61 
36 

35 
32 

174 
59 --m-

15 

2 
0 
2 

0 
17 

0 
7 
7 

24 

257 

38 
546 

684 

Civil Crimi na 1 
121 51 

47 8 
1 0 
1 0 
4 2 

10 6 

95 
30 

125 

0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

__ 0 

0 

125 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

Total 
178 

55 
1 
1 
6 

16 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A filing in North Dakota is not reported (for statistical purposes) until the case has been argued before the court; therefore, figures reported are lower than actual court workload. 

hFigure was computed: 

Time interval from notice of appeal to decision data were calculated by adding the five categories included in the chart. mlnformation on disposition type or trial data. 
Supreme Court opinions in North Dakota are regarded as issued when the opinion is Signed and filed with the clerk. 

Source: Data were provided by the clerk of the court during data verification. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals have been computed Where necessary. 
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NORTH DAKOTA DISTRICT COURT 

Court of general jurisdfction 
7 districts. 24 judges 

January 1. 19S0 to December 31. 19S0 

Beginnlng 

Civild: 
pending 

Tort: 
Other tort: 

Damages ................................................... . 
Contract: X 

Collection action Rea 1 property ri ghts; .......................................... . 

Real estate matter .......................................... . 
Domestic relations: 

X 

X 
Karriage dissolution: 

D' sup~~~~~~u~t~y; •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

'dSu~~ort proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ot~~r 1 ~~~~ti ~. ~ i ~ti ~~~; .................................... . 

X 
X 

Termination of parental rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -.!ill. 
Total ........................................................ . 

Estate: X 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
APpe~~~~ts .................................................... . N/A 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Appeal administrative hearing Appeal of trial court case: •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Appeal other ............................................. .. 
Total ......................... . Extraordinary writ: .............................. . 

X 
X 

Speci al remedy Other ci vi 1 .............................................. . 
........................................................................................................ X __ X 

Total civil ..................................................... 5,034fi 

Criminal d: 
Felony: 

Felony A ................................................... .. 
Felony B .................................................... . 
Felony C .................................................... . 

Total ..................... .. Misdemeanor: ................................ .. 

X 
X 
X 
X 

Misdemeanor A ............................................... . 

T~!~~e~~~~~~.~.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Appeal ......................... .. Extraordinary writ: •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

X 
X 
X 
X 

Speci a 1 remedy ......... Other cri ; al ..................................... . 
m n .... .. ~ ................................................................................... .. 

X 
__ X 

Tota 1 cri mi na 1 .................................................. 2S2 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Juvenile traffic offenses .................................... N/A 
Total ......................................................... N/A 

Total traffic .................................................... N/A 
Juveniled: 

Criminal-type offense: 
Delinquency ................................................ .. 

Status offense: N/A 

Unruly ............................................ . Non-offense: •••••••••• N/A 

Ot
Dhepri,vati?n ................................................. . 
er Juvemle: N/A 

Dther special proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -.!ill. 
Total jUvenile .................................................. N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... 5,316fi 

Trial dl 

Jury 

End 
pen~ 

Filed Disposed 

7731 7791 X 

4,1791 3,9691 X 

7351 7751 X 

2,5961 2,5281 X 

X 
X 

2,0311 1,9191 
4401 4241 

---.211 ---.211 
~ 

3,1361 4,9401 X 

491 171 N/A 

1331 1021 X 

X 
X 

1051 1031 
23S1 2051 

X __ x 
951 871 

-.liQ.l -illl 

11,955 11,527 5,4629i 

3Bl 431 
1711 1601 

1.01S1 9931 
1,2271 1,1961 

X 
X 
X 
X 

201 171 
91 41 

291 211 
211 40 1 

X 
X 
X 
X 

141 151 
__ 5_11 --2§.1 

>. 
__ X 

1,342 1,32S 296 

-2!Q -2!.Ql ~ 

NIA 

510 510 N/A 

2,959 X N/A 

2,271 X N/A 

446 X N/A 

--1.? __ X 
~ 

5,698 6,5811 N/A 

19,505 19,946 5,758i 

Age of pending caseloadl 

Civil •••••••••••••••• 615 
Criminal ••••••••••••• 58 

Non-jury 
1,011 

250 
1,261 

Total 
1,626 

30S 
1,934 

Cases 
Civn n over IS months .............. 83il 
Criminal and traffic over 120 days. 139 Total ................. 673 
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Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted at the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned to the information or indictment. 
The juvenile case unit of count is the number of referrals. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted when contested. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 19BO court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Fi gure is as ca.l cul ated from data gi ven in the annual report and SliPP 1 i ed by the admi ni strati ve offi ce of the court., 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending data were computed from filing and dispositions given in the annual report and end pending data supplied by 

, the administrative office of the court during data verification. 
1Data are not complete: 

Pending figures for total civil cases do not include other domestic relations or estate cases data. 

1 
Grand total pending figues do not include other domestic relations. estate. juvenile traffic offenses, or juvenile data. 

Special source or revision in the data: J 

Breakdown of filing and dispositions into most case types and all trial and age of pending cases data were supplied by the 
administrative office of the court during data verification. 

nInformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 
Trust cases pending are not included in the civil age of pending caseload data. 

Source: North Dakota Judicial Counci 1, Annual Report, 19S0 (Bismarck, North Dakota). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional data were supplied by the administrative office of the 
court during data verification. 

NORTH DAKOTA COUNTY COURT WITH INCREASED JURISDICTION 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

17 counties, 17 judges 
January I, 19S0 to December 31. 19S0 

Beg1nn1ng Filed pending 
, Child: 

Small claim .................................................. . X 5,697 
. Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Probate ................................................... . X 1,710 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardianship/conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 109 

Total ........................................................ . X I,S19 
Mental health: 

Mental health hearings held •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 8161 
Other ci vi] ................................................... . __ X 2,304 

Total civil 6,542i 10,636 

Criminal d: 
Misdemeanor ................................................... . X l1,2Bl 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony ...................................................... . X 1,369 

Total criminal 3,106 12,650 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Noncriminal traffic ........................................ .. ~ 65,1731 

Total traffic N/A 65,173 

Grand tota 1 ..................................................... . 9,64Si 8B.459 

Traffic dispOSitions 
Other traffic violation 

Convict.ions ............... . 
Acquittal s ............... .. 
Dismissals ••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

64;800 
367 

6 

Disposed 

5,479 

1,492 

46 
1,538 

816 
2,314 

10,147 

11,970 

1,395 

13,365 

65,173 

65,173 

88,685 

i 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned to the information, indictment, or complaint. 

Data are not complete: 
Total civfl ffled and pending figures do not include mental health cases. 

1 
Grand total filed and pending figures do not include mental health or traffic cases. 

Special sOUrce or revision in the data: 
These figures were supplied or corrected by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

I:nd 
pending 

X 

X 

X 
X 

N/A 
__ X 

7,0311 

X 

__ X 

2,391 

-.Ji!.A 
N/A 

9,4221 

(continued on next page) 
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North Dakota County Court with Increased Jurisdiction (continued) 

Source: North Dakota JUdicial Council, Annual Report, 1980 (Bismarck, North Dakota). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary, and additions and corrections were supplied by the administrative offite 
of the court during data verification. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

NORTH DAKOTA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

167 municipalities. 157 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Be91 nn1ng 
pendino 

Criminal traffic .......................... : .................. . N/A 
N/A Noncriminal traffic ......................................... . 

r'Jtal ........................................................ . -.lilA 
Total traffic N/A 

Grand total ................. , .................................... . N/A 

Traffic dispositions 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Other traffic violation 
Non-jury trial d: C;'lmlnal Noncrlmlnal Total 

Convictions .............. 4',022 4~ 51,384 
Acquittals ••••••••••••••• 230 870 1,100 

Dismissals ••••••••••••••••• 27 9~ 118 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of court: 
A trial is counted if tded to verdict. 

Disposed End 
pending 

4,279 N/A 
48,323 N/A 
52,602 -.lilA 
52,602 N/A 

52,602 N/A 

Source: North Dakota Judicia\ CQuncil, Annual Report. 1980 (Bismarck, North Dakota). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Child: 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 

NORTH DAKOTA COUNTY PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

36 counties, 36 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

Probate ................................................... . X 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship/conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Total ....................................................... .. 3.803 

Total civil 3,803 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3,803 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed Disposed 

1,366 1,221 

87 42 
1.453 1,263 

1,453 1,263 

1,453 1,263 

End 
pending 

x 

X 
3.993 

3,993 

3,993 

Source: North Dakota Judi ci a 1 Council, Annual Report. 1980 (Bi smarck, North Dakota). Stati sti cs are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NORTH DAKOTA COUNTY JUSTICE COURT 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
36 counties. 36 judges 

January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

I Beglnnlng Filed Disposed pending 

t 

1 

f 
I l 

t j 
1 

1 j 

Child: 
Small chillS ................................................. .. 
Mental health: X 1,226 

Mental health hearings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vil ................................................... < 

N/A N/A 
__ X __ 9 

Total civil ..................... " .............................. . 87i 1,235 

Criminald: 
Hi sderneanor ................................................................................. . 
Preli.inary hearing: 

Felony ..................................................... .. 

X 3,023 

__ X -ill 
Total criminal ................................................ .. 1,093 3,247 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Noncriminal traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -1YA ~ 
Total traffic ................................................. .. N/A N/A 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,180; 4,482i 

Traffic di sposlti ons 
~cher traffic violation 

Convictions ••••••••••• 7 26,587 
Acquittals ••••••••••••• 165 
Dismissals ••••••••••••• 11 

!,'(. 

i Bo1 dface. headi ngs i ndi cate the r.l assi fi cati ons used by the CS'IM project. '1 N/A = ThlS case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

I dCase definition or unit of count: 

1,150 

63 
__ 7 

1,220 

3.052 

~ 

3,255 

26.763 

26,763 

31,238 

'j A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
. The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned to the information, indictment, or complaint. 

i lData are not complete: 
,,1,'11 Civil total filed and pending figures do not include mental health cases. 

Grand total filing and pending figures do not inclUde mental health or traffic cases. 

End 
pending 

X 

N/A __ X 

16Si 

X 

__ X 

l,OB5 

~ 

N/A 

1,250i 

:j 
\ 
'j 
j 

Source: North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual Report. 1980 (Bismarck, North Dakota). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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OHIO COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS (88) 
321 judlles 
Jurisdiction: 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Flnal.lppellate jurisdictil1n over .111 

IOIVercuurts. 
_ Constitutional questions .1nd questions 

of !\feat gl·ner.,1 I'r public interest. 
- Appeals from Bo.1rd of T.1X Appe.lls 

.1nd Public Utilities Commission. 

COURT OF APPEALS (11) 
-l-l Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Gcncr.ll.,ppell.,tl· rcview of judgment 

"f lower wu rts. 
- Appc.lls from B".,rd <If Tax Appeals. 

- Civil .1ctillOS over $500. Exch .• sive 
domestic relations .1nd probate 
jurisdiction. 

- Exclusive felllny .1I1d most serious 
crimin.l1 jurisdiction. 

- Exclusive juvenile jurisdicti,1I1. 
- Appeals frum most adl'1inistr.,til·e 

,1AC'ncies. 

Jur~' tri.lls. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (110) 
189judges 

COUNTY COURT (59) 
5'1 jud/les 
Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 

- Civil.lctiolls under $10.000; eX
clusive forcible entry .1nd det.liner. 
and sm.,l1 cl.lims. 

- Civil.1Cti0J15 under $500. exclusive 
forcible entr)' .1I1d det.liner, and 
sm."1 d.,lms. 

- Misdeme.lnurs. tr.lffic. munieip.,l 
ordinance. felony prelimin.1ries. 

Jury tri.,ls. 

COURT OF CLAIMS 
1 judge sits on tcmporary assillnment 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in civil actions 

a/lainst the st.lte and over claims 
removed from other courts tIl 
Cl.lrt of Claims. 

Jury trial except in claim a/lainst st.lte. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

• Misdeme.1t1Or, tr.lffic. felony 
prelimil1.1ries. 

Jury tri.,ls. 

MA YOR'S COURT (690) 
b90 jud/les (mayors) 
Jurisdiction: 
- MinoTcriminal cases. mainly tr.lffic 

violations. 

Nolur), trials. 
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Ol/ro SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January 1. 1980 to Oecember 31, 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Pu rsuant to allowance ....................................... . 
Originating in Court of Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Conflict .................................................... . 
Capital punishment .......................................... . 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Tax ••• lOll ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I' 

P.U.C.O ................................................... . 
Total .............................. I ...... I' .................... I ..... . 

Total appeals ................................................. . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original juri'sdiction: 
Habeas corpus .......................................... .. 
Other original actions .................................. . 
Power siting committee .................................. . 

Total .................................................... . 
Disciplinary .............................................. . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Requests to appeal: 

Motion for leave to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motion to certify ......... , ............................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Tota 1 other cases ......................... , ••••••••••• : ...... . 

Tota 1 cases .............................................................................. \I .................... .. 

Beginnlng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

trTfi 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

trTfi 

N/A 

80ldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A a This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

1980 

Ffled Disposed End 
,,~nding 

(16s)e 190 ,:.'i}A 
53 70 ~/A 
15 20 N/A 
0 0 N/A 

27 34 N/A 
22 25 N/A 
49 59 N/A 

117 (16S)e 339 NTA 

29 29 N/A 
129 112 N/A 

0 1 N/A 
158 142 N/A 

24 26 N/A 
182 168 N/A 

684 592 ( 35)e N/A 
881 748 (l33)e N/.~ 

1,565 1,340 (l68)e N/A 
1,141 1,50s (168)e N7A 

1,864 (l68)e 1,847 (168)e N/A 

Motions to certify and motions for leave to appeal that have been granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is 
disposed; a filing is not counted for the resulting appeal. These granted motions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1980 (Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

ol/ro COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

11 districts, 44 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................•...................•.•.........•.. 
Criminal •••••••...........•..••••.•••..••.••••.•••••••.••.•• 

Tota 1 appea 1 s ............................................... . 

Other cases: 
Original procee~ings: 

MiscellaneousJ ••••••• ~ •••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 other cases .......................................... .. 

Total cases .................................................... 

Ileglnnlng 
pending 

2,750f 
1.900f 
4,b5Of 

259f 
--mf 

4,909 

Manner of disposition 

1980 

Full opinion •••••••••••••• 
Civil a~peals 

2,46 
Criminal a~peals 

1,63 
Per curiam .............. .. 
Dismissal ••••.••.•.•.••••• 

690 
1,765 

678 
764 

385 

Filed 

5,013 
3.284 
8,29'f 

683 om-

8,9SO 

Miscellarleousj 
2'"·r--",. 
125i 
247 

Disposed 

4,9i8 
3,077 
'7';"ffi' 

594 
-m-

8,589 

Total 
4,320 
1,493 
2,776 

.·3 End 
pending 

2,8469 
2,0979 
'if,943g 

3479 
'""'"ffi'9 

5,2909 

(continued on next page) 
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Ohio Court of Appeals~(~c~o~nt~i~n~ue~d~) ________________________________________________________________________ __ 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filfngs and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Miscellaneous cases include habeas corpus. original actions. appeals of administrative agency cases. and appeals from the 

Court of Cl a; ms. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Oirector. Ohio Courts Summary 1980 (Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computea where necessary. 

386 

;1 

OHIO ~1URT OF COMMON PLEAS 
Court ~f general jurisdiction 

88 counties. 321 judges 
Janua~ 1. 1980 to December 31. 

Child: 
Tort: 

Other tort: 
Personal injury •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wrongful death ............................................ . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Domestic relations: 

Adoption ................................................... .. 
Other dor.estic relations: 

Domestic relations ....................................... .. 
Bi rth records ............................................. . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ...................................... , ................ .. 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Decedents' estates ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate civil actions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Minor's settlement ....................................... .. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship and testamentary trusts ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ........................................................ . 

Mental health: 
Mental illness and retardation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeals: 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Workmen's compensation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appropriations ........................................... .. 

Total ••••• , ............................................... .. 
Other ci vil : 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

23,010f 
N/A . 

23,010f1 

N/A 

26,751f 
N/A 

26,751fi 
26,751fi 

48,557' 
2,626f 

N/A
f

· 
51..,183 1 

28,553f 
79,736' 

ilIA 

2,444f 
522f 

2,966f 

Name change .................................................. ilIA 
All other civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 32,922' 

Total.... ..... ............................................... 32.922'i 

Total civil ..................................................... 165,385'i 

Criminal d: 
Felony: 

Criminal 7.643f 

Total criminal 7,643f 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile 26,415f 

Grand total 199.443fi 

, Trial d 
J~!2 Non-jurl ~ 

Chil"': 
Persona I injury ......................... 919 949 1,868 
Domestic relations ...................... 11,279 11,279 

1980 

Fil ed . 

20,752 
646 

21,398 

6,711 

87,734 
2,697 

90,431 
97,142 

64,061 
4,556 
1,460 

70,077 

8,666 
78,743 

9,052 

2,305 
484 

2,789 

3,734 
49,927 
53.661 

262,785 

39.215 

39,215 

213,140 

515,140 

Appeal: Arbitration ..... 
Appeal of administrative agency case .. 195 285 480 Dismissal ....... 

Disposed 

21,003 
565 

21,568 

6,635 

86,736 
2,689 

89,425 
96,060 

60,605 
4,549 
1,537 

66,691 

8,168 
74,859 

9,162 

2,054 
556 

2,610 

3,712 
47,404 
51,116 

255,375 

37.189 

37,189 

214,538 

507,102 

End 
pending 

22,759 
N/A. 

22,7591 

N/A 

27,749 
N/A . 

27,74991 
27,7499; 

52,013 
2,640 

N/A . 
54,65391 

29,051 
83,7049i 

N/A 

2.695 
450 

3,145 

N/A 
35,445 . 
35,44591 

172,8029i 

25,017 

207,4B89i 

CivH di s~ositi onsm 

Personal Oomestic Agency All other 
i njurl • relations ~ civil 

1,877 17 954 
11,555 32,499 1,254 20,527 

All other ci vil ......................... 5tl5 8,553 9,138 Default ......... 1,004 132 11,092 
Total .................................... 1,699 21,066 22,765 Transfer . ....... 1,082 96 1,876 

Criminal: Uncontested ..... 25,309 
Felony .................................... 2.231 3,957 Pretri a I ........ 3,617 631 3,817 1,726

k Juyen~le ....................................... . 15.427 15.427 Dissolution ..... 17 ,649 
Grand Total ................................ 3,930 

Over 6 months 
Personal injury........ ..... N/A 
Workmen's compensation •••••• N/A 
Appropriations ,............. 204 
Other civil................. N/A 
Crillinal .................... 349 

38,219 42,149 

Over 12 months Over '24 months 
N/A 
938 
N/A 

9,181 
N/A 

1,785 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A ~ This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

Criminal dispositions 

Guilty plea ••••••••••••••••••••• 14.230 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,531 
By unavailability ••••••••• ; ••••• 1,970 
Transfer •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,297 
Oiversion ....................... 478 
Pretrial •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,250 
Guilty plea to reduced charge 9,476 

A civil casp. is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count h the' number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial Is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

387 (continued on next page) 
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Ohio Court of Common Pleas (continued) 

fBeginning pending figures for the 1980 court year do not equal the end pending figures for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual ~eport. 

gChange in pending does not equal the dlfference be.tween filings and dispositions: 
. Figures are as given in the annual report. 
'Data are not complete: 

Pending data were not reported for all civil categories. Only those reported are included in the tota1. 
kAdditional information: . 

In addition to the juvenile court trials reported, 98,754 hearings before a judge and 209,899 hearlngs hefore a referee were 
held in juvenile cases. 

mInformation on disposition type or tria~ da~a: . . . . . . 
Civil trial and disposition informatlon lncludes only personal lnJury, appeal of admlnlstrative agency case, and other C1Vll 

cases. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1980 (Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

OHIO COUNTY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

59 courts, 59 judges 
January 1, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Child: 
Tort: 

Other tort: 
Personal injury and property damage •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Contract ...................................................... . 
Small claims ................................................. .. 
Rea 1 property r'i ghts: 

Forcible entry and detainer •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil .................................................. .. 

Total civil ................................................... .. 

Criminal d: 
Misdemeanor: .................................................. . 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony ...................................................... . 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI: 

Operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated •••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation: 

Tra ffi c .................................................. "', •• 

Total traffic ............................................ • •• •••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Begl nm n9 
pending 

158 
1,655f 
1,435f 

342 
592f 

4,182 f 

2,461 f 

--1J..§.f 

2,739 f 

1.270 f 

~f 

5,900f 

12,821f 

Trial d 

471 
6,800 

12,885 

2,708 
2,832 

25,696 

26,454 

~ 

31,223 

14.022 

168.211 

182.233 

239.152 

Jury Non-j url l!llil 
Chum: 

Tort ...................... 1 47 48 
Contract .................. 3 226 229 
Real property rights •••••• 3 79 82 
Other chil ............... 4 268 272 

Total ...................... 11 620 631 
Criminal: 

Misdemeanor ............... 84 2,096 2.180 
Traffic: 

DWI/OUI ........ , .......... 105 1.000 1.105 
Other traffic violation ••• 26 2.107 2.133 

Total ...................... 131 3,107 3,238 
Grand total ................. 226 5,823 6.049 

Civil dispositions 

Real 

Pretrial ...................................... . 
Dismissal for want of prosecution •••••••••••••• 
Other dismissals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Transfer to other judge •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Default hearing by judge ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Default hearing by referee ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tort 
--;-

22 
98 
2 

203 
1 

Contract 
34 

284 
997 

14 
4.873 

14 

388 

Small property 
claims rights 

7 
694 172 

3,289 741 
50 10 

8,281 1.530 
24 0 

Disposed 

379 
6,445 

12,338 

2,542 
~ 

24,226 

26,727 

~ 

31.287 

13.695 

167.877 

181.572 

237.085 

Other 
civil --w-

65 
544 

1 
1.599 

2 

End 
pendi ng 

250 
2.010 
1,982 

508 
~ 

5,652 

2.188 

--ill. 
2,675 

1.597 

4.964 

6.561 

14.888 

Total 
-as-

1,237 
5.669 

77 
16,486 

41 

Criminal dispositions Traffic dispositions 

Hisdetlleanor 
Plea ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 10.843 
Pretrial....................... 274 
Dismissal for want of 

prosecution ••••••••••••••••••• 
Other dismissals ••••••••••••••• 
Transfer ........ " ............. . 
Violations Bureau ••••••••••••.• 
Pre 1 i mi na ry hea ri ng--bound over 
Waiver of preliminary hearing, 

bound over ••••••••••••••••••• 
Unavailability of accused ...... 

1.530 
4.966 

203 
3.945 

2.786 

Pre1 iminary 
hearing 

146 
904 

2,604 

603 
303 

Total 
11i";843 

274 

1.676 
5.870 

203 
3.945 
2,604 

603 
3.089 

OWl/OUI 
Plea ....................... --ro:tffiT 
Pretrial ••••••••••••••••• ,. 458 
Dismissal for want of 

prosecution •• ,............ 119 
Other dismissals ••••••••••• 625 
Transfer ••••••••••••••••••• 81 
Violations Bureau •••••••••• 
Unavailability of accused •• 456 

Age of pending case10ad 

Other 
traffic 

violations 
52,521 

181 

1,087 
2.561 

89 
92,070 
17.235 

Total 
63,3i2 

639 

1.206 
3.186 

170 
92.070 
17 .691 

Over 1 month Over 6 months Over 12 months Over 24 months 

Civil : 
Tort ..................................................... .. 
Contracts ................................................ . 
Small r;1aims ............................................. . 
Real p,roperty rights ..................................... . 
Other civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Crimina,] : 
Misdl~meanor .............................................. . 
Preliminary hearing ...................................... . 

Traffilc: 
OWI/OUI ................................................. .. 
Other traffic violations ................................. . 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
89 

N/A 
II/A 

Boldface headings indicate the ciassifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
-- • Not applicable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A (;i vil case is counted with the fil I ng of a petiti on or comp lai nt. 

N/A 
N/A 
116 
N/A 
N/A 

208 
(n) 

51 
129 

Th/! criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

N/A 
91 

(n) 
1 

15 

(n) 
(n) 

(n) 
(n) 

5 
(n) 
(n) 
(n) 
(n) 

(n) 
(n) 

(n) 
(n) 

A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. Hearings by administrative judges and referees are not i1c1uded 
as non-jury trials. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal th~ end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

jExp1anation of data included in the category: 
Filed figures include both reactivated cases and original filings. 

mInfor'maticn on disposition type or trial data: 
Civil trials do not include 8,281 hearings by judge in s.all claims cases. 

nlnfor'mation on time interval or age of pending case10ad data: 
C~lntracts, forcible entry and detainer, and other civil cases pending over 24 months are included with those pending over 12 

months. 
Small claims, ~isdemeanor, and traffic cases pending over 12 months. and over 24 months are inclUded with those pending over 6 

months. , 
Pr~liminary hearing cases pending over 6 months. over 12 months. and over 24 months are included with those pending over 1 

month. 
Source': Offi ce of the Admi ni strati ve Oi rector, Ohi 0 Courts Summary 1980 (Columbus. Ohi 0) • Stati stics are from the annual report 

except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

OHIO COURT OF CLAIHSa 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 1 judge sits on temporary assignment 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Civil d: 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Administrative ............................................ . 
Judicial ................................................. .. 
Victims of crimes ...................... : .................. . 

Total ..................................................... .. 

Total ci vil 

Grand total 

Tria1 d 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

31Sf 
209f 
969 

l,496f 

1.496f 

1,496f 

430 
202 

1,839 
2,471 

2,471 

2.4Z1 

Disposed 

507 
221 

1.646 
2,374 

2.374 

2,374 

Civil dispositions 

End 
pending 

241 
190 

1,162 
1.593 

1.593 

1,593 

JuQY Non-jury Total Settlement.............................. ............ 02 
Civil •••••••••••••••••• 48 '"if!) 

389 

Administrative determination •••••••••••••••••••••••• 485 
Termination without trial ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 143 

(continued on next page) 
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Ohio Court of Claims (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
All cases where the ~mount of the claim exceeds $1,000 must be determined by a judge. Where the amount of the claim is between 

$100.01 and $999.99, the claim is determined by a judge unless a waiver is filed. All claims from $0.00 to $100.00 and all 
claims between $100.01 and $999.99 where the right to trial has been waived are administratively determined by the clerk or 
deputy clerk of the Court of Claims. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
. Figures are as given in the annual report. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filings include reinstated cases. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Oirector, Ohio Courts Summary 1980 (Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

OHIO MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

110 courts, 189 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Beglnmng 
pending 

Child: 
Tort: 

Personal lnJury and property damage •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claims •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 
Real property rights: 

Forcible entry and detainer •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
other ci vil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Criminald: 
Misdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
DWI/OUI: 

Operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated •••••••••••••••••• 
other traffic violation: . 

Traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic 

Grand total ........................................................ 

lO,374f 
62,189f 
15,991f 

16,504f 
~f 

112,301f 

33,167f 

~f 

38.542f 

10.846f 

54.241 f 

65,087f 

215,930f 

Trial d 
-- Jury 

Civilm: 
Tort ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract ••••••••••••••••••• 
Rea I property ri ghts ••••••• 
Other ci vii •••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................... .. 
Criminal: 
Misdemeanor •••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
OWI/OUI ................... . 
Other traffic violation •••• 

Total ....................... . 
Grand total ••••••••••••••••••• 

123 
155 

32 
29 

339 

904 

695 
187 
8B2 

2,125 

Civil dispositions 

19.491 
196,276 
80,844 

55.401 
18.734 

370,746 

295,051 

48.559 

343,610 

73,121 

1,321,918 

1,395,039 

2,109,395 

Non-jur~ Total 

1,490 1,613 
5,388 5,543 
1,172 1,204 
1,277 1.306 
9,327 9.666 

13,472 14,376 

4,478 5,173 
16,945 17 ,132 
21,423 22,305 
44,222 46,347 

Real 

Disposed 

19,687 
192,288 
79,157 

54,425 
18.385 

363,942 

292,231 

49.141 

341,372 

71,581 

1.315.602 

1,387,183 

2,092,497 

Tort 
1,122 
1,436 
5.916 

Small 
claimsk 

property Other 

Pretrial ...................................... . 
Dismissal for want of prosecution •••••••••••••• 
Other dismissals .............................. . 
Transfer to other judge •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Default hearing by judge ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Default hearing by referee ••••••••••••••••••••• 

129 
7,087 
2,3B4 

Contract 
5.095 

10,954 
37,859 

399 
102.537 
29,901 

390 

5,054 
18,510 

909 
17,9B6 
36,698 

ri!1hts civil 
513 --siil 

8,278 1,070 
12.037 4.560 

B2 74 
16.B16 9,682 
15,495 1,112 

[nd 
pending 

10,178 
66,177 
17 ,678 

17.480 
7,592 

119,105 

35,987 

4.793 

40,780 

12.386 

60.557 

72,943 

222,389 

Total 
7;3IT 

26.792 
78,8B2 
1,593 

154,10B 
B5,590 

U
' 
I 

i 
i 
I Criminal dispositions 

Prel imi nary 
HisdE!llleanor hearin!! 

Plea ....................... 139,400 
Pretrial .................... 8,389 
Dismissal for want 

1,517 of prosecution •••••••••••• 6,322 
Other dismissals ........... 52,883 13,765 
Transfer ................... 913 
Violations Bureau .......... 31,598 
Prel iminary hearing--

bound over ••••••••••••••• 16,445 
Waiver of preliminary 

hearing, bound over 14,133 
Unavailability of accused .. 38.350 3,2B1 

Total 
139,4OIT 

8,3B9 

7,839 
66,648 

913 
31,598 

16,445 

14,133 
41,631 

Traffic dispositions 

Other 

DWI/DUI 
Plea....................... 50.036 
Pretrial................... 3,485 
Dismissal for want of 

prosecution ••••••••••••••• 
Other dismissals ••••••••••• 
Transfer ................. .. 
Violations Bureau •••••••••• 
Unavailability of accused •• 

671 
5.250 

192 

6,774 

traffic 
violation 

396,455 
5,059 

2,878 
56,038 

309 
672,070 
165.661 

Age of pending caseload 

Total 
446,491 

8,544 

3,549 
61,288 

501 
672,070 
172,435 

Over 1 month Over 6 months ~ months Over 24 month 
Civil: 

Tort ................................................... .. 
Contract ............................................... .. 
Small claims ............................................ . 
Real property rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil ............................................. . 

Criminal: 
I!isdellll!anor ............................................. . 
Preliminary hearing .................................... .. 

Traffic: . 
DIiI/OUI ................................................. . 
Other traffic violation ................................. . 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
304 

N/A 
N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

N/A 
N/A 

1,046 
N/A 
N/A 

563 
(n) 

257 
1,306 

N/A 
2,415 

(n) 
1,452 

576 

(n) 
(n) 

(n) 
(n) 

233 
(n) 
(n) 
(n) 
(n) 

(n) 
(n) 

(n) 
(n) 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. Hearings by administrative judges and referees are not included 

as non-jury trials. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 19BO court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
. Figures are as given in the annual report. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filed figures include both reactivated cases and original filings. 
kAdditional information: 

In addition to the s.all claims dispositions reported on the chart. 909 s.all claims cases transferred were sent to the regular 
ci vii docket. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Civil trials do not include 17,986 hearings by judge in s.all claims cases. 

nInformatlon on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 
Contract, forcible entry and detainer. and other civil cases pending over 24 months are included with those pending over 12 

months. 
Small claims, .isdellll!anor, and traffic cases pending over 12 months and over 24 months are included with those pending over 6 

months. 
Preliminary hearing cases pending over 6 months. over 12 months, and over 24 months are included with those penuing over 1 

month. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1980 (Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

OHIO MAYORS' COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

6S0 courts. 690 judges (mayors) 
January I, 1980 to December 31. 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Mayors' Court for 19BO. 
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COURT OF APPEALS (2) 
b judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Disposes of appeals assigned to it by 

the Supreme Court. 

t 
COURT OF TAX REVIEW 
3 district judges serve 
Jurisdittion: 
- He.lrs .,11 pn.te.ts against .lllegedly 

illcg.,llevies. 

t 
• , 
I , 

(ndie.,tes route of "ppeal. 

(ndie,lll.·S <lSslgnmen! of C,lse5. 

OKLAHOMA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT COURT OF 
CRIMINAL APPEALS 
3 judges 

Q justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appell.,te jurisdirtion over .111 civil 

cases. Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive appell,'te jurisdiction in 

crimin,,1 c.lses. 

t 
WORKERS' 
COMPENSA nON 
COURT 

7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

Civil Crimin.ll 

DISTRICT COURT (25) 
71 district, 77 associate district. 
and 50 special judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Unlimited original jurisdiction over 

,111 justiciable m,ltters. 
- Civil actions, prob,lte. domestic 

rel,ltion •. 
.. Felonie-s. misd~nH.'.lnors~ 
- Ju\'enile. 
Appeals de nilVo, 

Jury tri.115. 

MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL 
COURT OF RECORD (2) 
ljudgc. 
Jurisdiction: 

- Compensation c1"ims in industrial 
. lccidcnt c.lses. 

- Cit), nrdin,lnrc \'i"l.lti"n~ with finl' 
less th.1I1 $300 .1nd .. 'ntl'nu' Il'SS 
th.ln QO d.,ys. 

Jury tri.115 if possible £int· gr('.,tl'r 
th.ll' $50. 

MUNICIPAL COURT NOT 
OF RECORD (167) 
JUrisdiction: 
- City l1rdin.lIKe viol.,tions wilh (jn~ 

less th"n $300 ,lnd senten"l' less 
th,'n QO d.,y,. 

Jury tri"ls if possible fl,w gn'"tl'r 
Ih,1I1 $35 or impriSIlI'IllCI1I. 
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OKLAHOMA SUPREME COURTa 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals; 

Civi lJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceed:ngs ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil: 
Certiorari ., ........................................... .. 

Total other casesJ ........................................... . 

Tota 1 casesj .................................................. .. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other matters: 

Special matters •••••••••••••••••••••••• : ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 other proceedi ngs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Begl nnl ng 
pending 

x 
--X 

X 

~ 

1,903il 

N/A 

-1Y.A 

N/A 

Manner of disposition 

Opinions rendered •••••••••••••• 313 
Orders, dismissals, etc •••••••• 409 

Disposition of requests for certiorari 

Wri t granted ..... ".................... 28 
Writ denied ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 128 

Filed 

1,493j(33)e 
r,;r9~ 

(j) 

143 
143 

1,636 (33)e 

102 

210 

312 

Disposed 

1,035 
1,035 

108 

95 (33)e 
203 (3W 

1,238 (33)e 

96k 

190 

286 

end 
pending 

x 
--X 

X 

2,268i 9l 

N/A 

-1Y.A 

N/A 

Status of pending caseload (12/31/80) 

Cases at issue but not assigned ••••••• 303 
Cases on aSSignment ••••••••••••••••••• 230 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total, but were not available by category. 

aCourt jUrisdiction: 
The Supreme Court is the court of last resort for civil cases. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Petitions for certiorari that have been granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is not 

counted for the resulting appeal. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

The imbalance is caused by certiorari data not being included in the pending figures. Figures are as given in the annual 
report. 

iData are not complete: 
. Total other cases and total cases pending figures do not include certiorari cases pending. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: ' 

All civil appeals are orlginally filed in the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court then assigns some of these cases to the Court 
of Appeals for disposition. Therefore, cases assigned, disposed, and pending in the Court of Appeals have been deducted 
from the Supreme Court's appeals category and are given as caseload figures for the Court of Appeals in its statistical 
profile. There were 369 cases transferred to the Court of Appeals in 1980 • 

KAdditional information: 
Rehearing requests were denied in all 96 of the cases. 

ISpecial source or revision in the data: 
Figures marked were supplied by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 

Source: Administrative Oirector of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 19BO (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are 'from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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OKLAHOMA COURT OF CRIMINAL APp~ALSa 

Court of last resort 
3 judges 

January 1. 1980 to DeceMber 31. 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy: 

Postconviction ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile ••• ' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Advisory opinion: 

Reserved question of law ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal: 
Postconviction remedy: 

Postconviction ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal: 

Certi orari ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Sentence review only: 
Review of suspended sentence ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ............................................. 

Total cases ..................................................... 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

X 

X 
X 

--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

__ X 

X 

480 

Disposition of cases 

Original 
~ proceedings 

By opinion: 
Affirmed ." ................ 153 
Modified and affirmed ..... 6 
Reversed .................. 29 
Di smi ssed ................. 3 0 
Denied "".""." ....... ".,,""" " 1 Total ...................... 191 1 By order: 
Affirmed .................. 
Granted ""." ... ".".,," ".,,"". 86 
Affirming denial .......... 
Reversed .. """ .. ,, .......... " 
Denied """ .. " .. "." ..... "" ... 133 
Dismissed ................. 11 67 

Total "." ..... """""".".".,, .. 12 286 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jUrisdiction: 

Filed 

X 

(24)e 
X 

372 (24)e 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

143 

X 
X 

X 

439 

8ll (24)e 

Post-
conviction Total 

153 
0 6 
0 29 
0 3 
0 1 
0 192 

1 
24 llO 
87 87 
8 8 
3 136 
5 83 

127 425 

Oisposed End 
pending 

X X 

X X 
X X 

227 -X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 

103 (24)e X 

X X 
X X 

X __ X 

393 (24)e X 

620k(24)e 68091 

Cases are assigned to the Court of Appeals by the Supreme Court. The Court of Appeals hears only civil cases assigned to it 
and has no original jurisdiction. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Petitions for certiorari that are granted are not counted as disposed until the resulting appeal is disposed; a filing is not 

counted for the resulting appeal. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure for 1980 appears as the end pending figure in the 1979 annual report. 

. End pending figure was computed from filings, dispositions, and beginnin9 pending data. 
1Data are not complete: 

Total pending data do not include certiorari cases. 

Source: Administrative Oirector of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1980 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been cow~uted Where necessary. 
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Cases: 
Appeals: 

OKLAHOMA COURT OF APPEALSa 
Inte~iate appellate court 

2 divisions, 6 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Beg1nnlng 
pending 

C1vll a ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil : 

Ffled 

369 (28)e 
369 (28)e 

Disposed 

362 
362 

gnd 
pending 

Certiorari ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 127 124 (28)e 'IIA 

rfTI\ 127 124 (28)e -NTii 
Tota 1 cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ----~-----------------------------163hi 496 (28)e 486 (28)e 170hi 

Manner of disposition 

Opinions rendered ••••••••• 362 
Certiorari granted •••••••• 28 
Certi orari deni ed ••••••••• 123 
Certiorari dismissed •••••• 1 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Cases are assi9ned to the Court of Appeals by the Supreme Court. The Court of Appeals hears only civil cases assigned to it and has no original jurisdiction • 
eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

Petitions for certiorari that are granted are not counted as disposed until the resulting appeal is disposed; a filing is not 
h · counted for the resulting appeal. These 9ranted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. Flgure was computed: 

Beginning pending figure for 1980 appears as the end pending figure in the 1979 annual report. 
i End pending figure was computed from filings, dispositions, and beginning pending data. Data are not complete: 

Total pending data do not include certiorari cases. 

Source: Administrative Oirector of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1980 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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25 distrfcts: 

OKLAHOMA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

71 dfstrict, 77c aSSOCiate, and SOC special 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

judges 

Civil d: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Auto negl i gence ........................................... . 

Other tort .................................................. . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Contract: 
Contractual ................................................ .. 

Small claims: 
Possession of personal property •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
PosseSSion of real property •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other small claims ......................................... .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Real property rights: 

Lien or mortgage foreclosure ............................... .. 
Real property ............................................... . 
Approval of conveyance of Indian lands ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •• 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................... . 
Separate maintenance ..................................... .. 
Annulment ................................................ .. 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Support/custody: . . 

Reciprocal support--lncomlng ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reciprocal support--outgoing ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Adoption .................................................... . 
Other domestic relations: 

Paternity proceedings ..................................... . 
Other domestic ............................................ . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Administration of estates and probate proper ••••••••••••••• 
Determination of death of joint or life tenant ••••••••••••• 
Other probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Guardianship/conservatorship/tru~teeship: 

Guardianship and conservatorshlp ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mental health ................................................. . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Appeals from administrative tribunals •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Extraordinary writs: 
I njuncti on. quo warranto. mandamus. habeas corpl.ls .......... .. 

Other civil .................................... " ............ .. 

Total civil ................................................... ,. 

Criminal d: 
Felony: 

Crime against person ........................................ .. 
Crime against property ................................... , .. .. 
Other felony ................................................ . 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Misdemeanor: 

Other mi sdemeanor ........................................... . 
Appeal: 

Appeals from city-funded courts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy: 

Felony postconvictlon appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total crimlnal i ................................................ . 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI: 

Driving while intoxicated •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic .............•....••..••••.•••..•••.•••••.••.•• " •••••• 

Total traffic .................................................. . 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 
,)olven! I e del i nqllency •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Status offense: 
Children in need of supervision ............................ .. 
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Begl 11m ng 
pending 

4,722 
4,153 
8.875 

25,500f 

l,292f 
4,472 

52,536 
58.30of 

2.397 
3,407 f 

66 
5.87of 

18,903 
900 
191 

19,994 

3.697f 
1,341f 
5,038f 
1,760f 

291 f 
91 

382f 
27,174f 

13,483 
720 
105 

14,308 

3.540 
17,848 

918 f 

543f 

2,148f 
~f 

154,Olsf 

4,558f 
13,753f 
11,590

f "'9,901 

19,73jf 

1,239f 

---1ilA 
50,873fi 

7,426 

52,679f 

60,105f 

3,982 

1,387f 

Filed 

4.238 
3,762 
8,000 

25,617 

2.002 
10.369 
72.927 
85,298 

3.589 
4,409 

531 
8.529 

35.198 
673 
351 

36,222 

2,677 
1.097 
3,774 
2,837 

226 
789 

1,015 
43.848 

9,435 
2,690 

205 
12,330 

1,8?9 
14,159 
2,515 

1,247 

1,727 
--L.W. 
198.849 

5,414 
10,617 
7,661 

23,692 

37,822 

423 

-lli 
62,291 

12,653 

214.354 

227,007 

4,752 

1,167 

Disposed 

3.518 
3,054 
6,572 

21,641 

2,122 
Q,076 

75,217 
86,415 

2,581 
4,180 

507 
7.268 

32,250 
509 
335 

33,094 

2,513 
841 

3,414 
2,824 

169 
624 
793 

40,125 

7,638 
2,552 

153 
10,343 

1,426 
11,769 
2,539 

994 

1,200 
~ 

185,088 

4,666 
8,970 
8.203 

21,839 

33,496 

323 

---ill. 
55,959 

11,783 

207,775 

219,558 

5,296 

1,526 

End 
pending 

5,452 
4,861 

10,313 

29.476 

1,174 
5,765 

50.246 
57.185 

3.405 
3,622 

90 i 
7,117 P , 

21,851 
, 

1,064 f 
207 

23,122 

3,801 
1,597 
5,398 
1,773 

348 
256 
604 

30,897 

15,280 
858 
157 

16,295 

3,493 
19,788 

894 

796 

I 2.675 
-.!hill. 
167,327 

1 

5,302 
15,412 
11,050 
31.764 

24.070 

1,339 

-.lilA 
57.173i 

8.296 

59.258 

67.554 

3,447 

1,026 

Non-offense: 
Dependency and negl ect ............. " ....................... .. 

2,000 2.451 Other juveni Ie ................................................ . 
Tota I juvenil e 

2,096f 
---..illf 

7,574f 
--.ill. .2!.§. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• t:' ••••••••• 

8,156 9,488 
Grand totali ..................................................... 272,570fi 496,303 470,093 

Trial or contestd 

Civil: 
Tort: 

Auto tort ••••••••••••••••••• X 
Other tort •••••••••••••••••• X 

Total...... .......... ........ X 
Contract •••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Small claims .................. X 
Real property rig~ts •••••••••• X 
Domestic relations: 

MarrIage dissQlution •••••••• X 
Support/custodj ••••••••••••• X 
Adoption •••••••••••••••••••• X 
Other domestic relations •••• X 

Total........................ X 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate ••••• X 
Guardianship/conservator_ 
ship/trusteeship ••••••••••• X 

Total........................ X 
Mental health ••••••••••••••••• X 
Appeal........................ X 
Extraordinary writ •••••••••••• X 
Other civil ................... X 

Total.......................... X 

Non-jury 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

fi99 
815 

1,514 
2,827 

10.939 
1,998 

5,969 
537 

68 
80 

6,654 

215 

48 
263 
187 
300 
470 

1.535 
26,950 

Age of pending caseload 

0-12 months Civil .................... 92,982 Criminal: 
Felony ................. 
Hi sdemeanor and 

12,123 

appeal ................ 12,910 Total . .................. 25,033 Traffic .................. 34.448 
Juvenile ••••••••••••••••• 4,174 Grand total ............... 156,637 

Criminal: 
Felony ....................... . 
Hi sdemeanor ••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal ....................... . 

Total ......................... . 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI ...................... . 
Other traffic violation ••••••• 

Total ......................... . 

JUvenile: 
Criminal-type offense ••••••••• 
Status offense ••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense •••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................ . 
Grand tota I .................... . 

(12/31/80) 
Over 

12-24 months 24 months 
47,918 26,822 

6,666 12,975 

4,594 7.905 
11.260 20,880 
12,455 20,651 
1,106 961 

72,739 69.314 

Boldface headin9s indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A " This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. -- " Not applicable. 

X " The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
cJudge information: 

One of the associate judgeships and one of the special judgeships were vacant in January, 1980. dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Jury 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A trial or contest is counted if tried to completion. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: Figures are as given in the annual report. 

1,638 
-ill. 
6,242 

298,296i 

Non-jury .!2hl 
x 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

2,094 
2,516 

154 
4,764 

874 
7,998 
8,872 

2,517 
593 

1.503 
4,613 

45,199 

Inata are not complete: 

Total criminal and grand total pending figures do not include pending figures for felony postconvlction appeals. This category is included in the filing and disposition totals. 
Source: 

Administrative DIrector of the Courts. Report on the Judiciary 1980 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). StatistIcs are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Child: 
Appeal: 

WORKERS' COMPENSATION COURrk 
Court of li~fted jurisdictiona 

1 court. 7 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

BegInnIng 
pending 

Appeal of administrative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
.JlLL 

N/A 
Tota I ci vil ................................................................................ 

Grand tot a 1 ............................................. " ..................................... .. N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the cou\"t, but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jUrisdiction: 

Filed 

.JlLL 
N/A 

N/A 

The special jUrisdiction is limited to injuries to an employee arising out of his employment. dCase definition or unit of count: 
A case for this court is a new claim or an ancillary proceeding to an existing claim. kAdditional information: 
Prior to July I, 197B, the name of this court was the State Industrial Court. 

Disposed End 
pending 

17 ,801 -..!Y.A 
17,801 N/A 

17 ,801 NlA 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1980 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Child: 
Appeal: 

OKLAIIOMA COURT OF TAX REVIEW 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 3 district judges serve 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Beglnnl ng 
pending 

Appeal of administrative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• __ 0 

Total civil................................... .................. 0 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

__ 5 

5 

5 

Disposed 

__ 5 

5 

5 

End 
pending 

__ 0 

0 

0 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts. Report on the Judiciary 1980 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

OKLAHOMA MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT OF RECORD 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts. 2 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

There were no data for cases handled in the Municipal Criminal Court of Record for 1980. 

OKLAHOMA MUNICIPAL COURT HOT OF RECORD 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

157 courts 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court Not of Record for 1980. 
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DISTRICT COURT(23) 

55 judges 
jurisdiction: 
·Civil ,1etipns under $3.000. 
sm.ll1 c1"ims. 

-Misdem{MIll'rS (fine less th,," 
$3,000. sentenc~ less th,\n 
I y~,'r). tr.lffic, feluny 
prelimin.,ries. 
App~"ls de n,IVo. 

Six-m,," jury Iri"ls. 

t Indic"tes ruute or 'lPP~"1. 

OREGON COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Cerlinr,Hi r~view of C"urt nf Appeals 

decisinns . 
• Direct appe"ls fmm Circuit Cnurts on 

cert,lin civil C.1S(,S. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
10 judges 
lurisdieti"n: 
• Exclusive ,'ppell,lIe jurisdicti"n over 

cril1lilhll, constitutilln.,lit}r llf dt}' 
rh.uter ~lr t'rclin.ll1ce. pnlb.lte, 
juvenile, Hu"rdianship, domes til: 
rel,llillns from Circuit Cuurt. 

- Appellis from .1clministr,ltiv(' .lgencit\s. 

Cert,lin 
civil 

e,lses. 

CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
75 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Gt~n('r.ll juri~dictilln over civil nut 
gr,'nt~d <,xdusivdy to ,'noth~r 
court. ('rub,lt". 

TAX COURT 
I judll(' 
jurisdiction: 

- Gl'n~r.ll jurisdictiun over criminal 
not gr.1Iltcd ('xciusiv~ly tll ,H1(1ther 
(~~,~{'t • 

• ApP("lls frum county bo,'rds of 
~lJu"lil.lIi(ln ,1nd On·gon Dep.1rtl1l~nt 
uf R('"enu('. 

• /""",,;,Ie, 
App""ls d~ no"o. 

jury tri"ls. 

COUNTY COURT (9) 
Qjudges 
jurisdiction: 
-ExclUSive prob"te in 

b rnuntil-s. 
·Exclusive juvenile in 
7ruuntil's. 

JUSTICE COURT (43) 
43 judlles 
Jurisdiction: 
·Civil ,1cUons und('r$I,OOO. 

501,111 cbims. 
-Misdemeanors. traffk. 
f,·lony. prelimh"'ry he"rings. 

Jury Iri,lls. 
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t 
MUNICIPAL COURT 
(177) 
177 jud;l.,~s 
jurisdiction: 
.Exclusive jurisdiction "v"r 
lllunicip,ll nrdh,,"1l'~" Tr"lfk 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediclti" 
,'prd',1t~ 

r:ourt 

Cuurts (If 
g"n('r,,1 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limit,·.! 

juri$dkthln 

I 

, 

r , 
i 

OREGON SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civfl ...................................................... .. Criminal: 
Criminal .................................................. . 
Traffic .................................................. .. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Juvenile .................................................... . 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Tax Court appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Worker's compensation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total appeals ................................................. . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Ballot title ............................................ . 
Habeas corpus ........................................... . 
Mandamus ................................................ . 
Other .................................................. .. 

Total .................................................... . Disciplinary: 
Judicial fitness ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bar proceedings ........................................ .. 

Total .................................................... . 
Total ...................................................... . 

Requests to appeal .......................................... . 
Total other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases ..................................................... 

Beglnmng 
pending 

X 

• X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X ---x-

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

92 
---x-

164 

Filed 

o ( x)e 

3 
0 
3 
0 

9 
0 
9 

12 (124)e 

5 
22 
53 
3 

83 

4 
107 
III 
194 
628 
822 

834 (124)e 

Time interval (appeals) (average days) 

Disposed 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

511 (124)e 
X (124)e 

786 (124)e 

Manner of disposition 

Written opinion •••• 128 
Notice of appeal to date case at issue........... 27 
At issue to argUment •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 50 
Argument to decision •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 113 
Date case at issue to final decision ••••••••••••• 163 
Notice of appeal to final decision ••••••••••••••• 190 

Boldface headings indicate the claSSifications used by the CSIM project. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
cJudge i~formation: 

p"tnd 
ending 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

86 
--X 

2139 

There were 7 full-time equivalent justices for 1980. 
eCases not included in the total to aVoid double counting: 

Petitions for review granted are not counted as dispOSitions until the appeal is disposed: the filing of the resulting appeal 
. is not counted. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. JExplanatlon of data Included in the category: 

Status of pending cases data are given for appeals and original jurisdiction cases only. mrnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Disposition of appeals chart inclUdes data only from cases decided by written opinion. 
Miscellaneous appeal dispositions include cases of mandamus, other original jurisdiction cases, and bar proceedings. 

Source: 
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OREGON COURT OF APPEAlS 
Inten.ediate appellate court 

10 judges 
January I, 1980 to Dece.ber 31, 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal: 

Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Traffi c ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of ad.inistrative agency case: 

Workmen's compensation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adm:llistrative agency review ............................. . 
Corrections disciplinary review •••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• 
Parole board review ••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy: 

postconvictions and habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 cases ••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

BeglnOl ng 
pending 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
1,533 

1,533 

1980 

Time interval data (average days) 

Filed 

1,035 

1,478 
87 

1,565 
54 

311 
231 
123 
47 

712 

70 
3,436 

3,436 

Total 
Notice of appeal to date case at issue ••••••• ~ 
At issue to argument ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 37 
Argument to decision ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 39 
Date case at issue to final decision ••••••••• 76 
Notice of appeal to final decision ••••••••••• 222 

Disposed 

X 

X 
)( 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
3,310 

3,310 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by th~ CSIM project. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included In the total but were not available by category. 

Source: 
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End 
pending 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
1,659 

1,659 

II I ! 

I 
I ! 
n 

~ 

I 
I 

the courts of Ore on. 
were necessary. 

f 

1 

OREGON CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

20 circuits, 75 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Child: 
Lawk ......................................................... .. 
Equityk ....................................................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Dissolution •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Adoption ................................................... .. 
Total ........................................................ . 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Decedents' estates ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship and conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ........................................................ . 

Mental health: 
Mental competency •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil i ................................................... . 
Crfl1fnald: 

Felony: 
Criminal .................................................... . 

Total criminal 
Juveniled: 

Tota 1 juvenil e 

Grand total 

Tria1 d 

BeglOnl ng 
pending 

13,164fh 
N/A 

13,164fh 

6,651 

8,312fh 
I5,Ol3 f 

-.!J.!.A 
47,236fhi 

7.415fh 

7,4ISfh 

IlIA 

54,651 fi 

Filed 

x 
X 

27,103 
2,189 

29,292 

4,580 

2,004 
6,584 

3,593 

68,430 

19,077 

19,077 

11,402 

98,909 

Disposed 

X 
X 

26.127 
N/A. 

26,1271 

4,465h 

1,639 
6,104 

-.!J.!.A 
56,716i 

17,787 

17.787 

N/A 

74,503i 

Civil : 
Jury 

1,176 

1,176 
1,143 
2,319 

Non-jury 

1,500 
2,047 
3,547 

lQ.hl 

2.676 
2,047 
4,723 
1.991 
6,714 

Time interval data (average days) 

Age of cases tried (filing to trial): 
law and equity ....... .. Civil : 
Marriage dissolution ••• Law and equity •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................. . 
Crill1inal (felony) ....... . 848 

4,395 

Criminal (felony) from date of \ 
arraignment ......................... . 

Grand total ••••••••••••••• 

Under 5 months •••••••••• 
6+ to 12 months ••••••••• 
Over 12 months •••••••••• 
12+ to 24 months •••••••• 
Over 24 months •••••••••• 
Over 36 months ........ .. 

Age of pending caseload 

Law and 

i6UHy , 2 
6,369 
6.684 
5,012 
1,672 

(n) 

Marriage 
di sso 1 uti on 

8.791 
3,455 
1,894 
1,614 

280 
(n) 

Probate/wi 1151 
intestate 

N/A 
N/A 
tVA 
N/A 
N/A 
482 

Criminal (felony) 
4,651 

886 
718 
(n) 
(n) 
(n) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned ~t arraignment. 
A juvenile case is counted with the filing of a petition. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 19BO court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as calculated from data given in tt,e annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

14,140 
N/A. 

14,1401 

6,766 

8,737 
15,503 

~ 
53.168i 

8,705 

8,705 

N/A 

61,873i 

403.5 

103.3 

Disposed figure for decedents' estates was computed from filing and pending data. 
Beginning pending figure for total civil cases was computed using filed, disposed, and end pending data for the combined 

categories of law and equity ("ci vil ") given in the anrual report. 
. Beginning pending figUre for criminal and total criminal was computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 
lData are not complete: 

Domestic relations pending and disposition figures 
Total civil pending and disposition figures do not 
Grand total disposition and pending figures do not 

categorf es. 
kAdditional information: 

do not include adoption cases. Filings include all categories. 
include adoption or mental health cases. Filings include all categories. 
include adoption, mental health, or juvenile cases. Filings include all 

There were 19,049 law and equity cases pending at the beginning of the 19BO court year, 28,961 cases filed. 24,485 disposed, 
and 23,525 pending at the end pf the court year. 

nInformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 
The nUmber of civil and cri_inal cases pending over 36 months are included in the over 24 months category and were not 

available separately. 
Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Statistical Report Relating to the Circuit Courts and District COUrts of the 

State of Oregon, 1980, (Salem, Oregon). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed 
where necessary. 
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OREGON TAX COURT 
Court of general jurisdictiona 

1 judge 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

CiVi1d:~----------------------------------------------~~~~~------~~~====~~~~~======~~En~d~::= 
Appe:a 1 : pend i ng 

Allpeal of administrative agency case' 
Regular Division • Sma 11 C1 aims Di vi ; i ~~ . : : : : : : : : : ............................ . 

Total........................ • .......................... .. 
Total civil .............................. . 

................................................... 

Grand total 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

105 
20 

---.ill 
125 

125 

Oata from the Oregon Tax Court are included i . 
dCase da cf~u:tt.of gener~l jurisdiction within the ~u~hs~angtenieral jurlsdiction charts because ORS 305 ~ Inl Ion ~r unIt of count: ve areas defined by ORS 305.410. .405 designates the Tax Court as 

A CIvil case IS counted with the fili f . ng 0 a petltion or complaint. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrato 1981 (Salem. Oregon). Statistics arerf' 28ththAnnual Report Relating to Judicial Ad i rom e annual report except that totals m nistration in the Courts of Oregon, have been computed where necessary. 

Civil d: 
Law: 

OREGON DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

23 counties, SSc judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31. 1980 

BeQI nm ng 
pending 

Civil ................. .. Small claims ................................... . 
Estate: ................................................. :. 

14,02Sfh 
11.491 fh 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Decedents' estates c •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• __ 8_4 

Total ci vil 2S.600fh 

Criminald: 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony ................... . other criminal: ................................ .. 1,419fh 

30.387fh 

31,806fh 

Misdemeanor and violation offenses 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Grand total 

Under 6 months 6+ to 12 months •••••••••• 
Over 12 months ••••••••• 
Over 36 months :::::::::: 

........................... 

Law 
8-;/24 
4.159 
1,620 

(n) 

90,912fh 

148.3HI;fh 

Age of pending caseload 

Small 
ci aims 
TD,4TIb 

2,807 
636 
(n) 

Probate/wi 11 s/ 
intestate 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
11 

Boldface headings indicate the classifi N/A = This case type is handled by th cati~ns used by the CSIM project. 

Filed 

34,111 
51,631 

__ 5_3 

85,795 

11,690 

84.666 

96,355 

410,164 

592,315 

Preliminary 

~~mn9 
212 
330 
(n) 

Disposed 

33.633 
49,27~ 

__ 5_00 

82,956 

11,415 

80.606 

92,021 

404,528 

579,605 

Other 
criminal 
23,724 
6,001 
4,722 

(n) 

X = The data for this case type are k~0~~u~0·b~u~n~h1Ueddedata are unavailable. in the total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: 
d A total of 54.5 fUll-time equiva1 t . d Case def!nition or unit of count: en JU ges served in the court during the year. 

A CiVl1 case is counted with the fi1i ' !he,crim'lnal case unit of count is th~gcOf a pebtlon ~r complaint. 
fBegl~nlng pending figure for the 1980 co t ase number asslgned at arraignm~nt. 

Flgures are as computed from data 9iV~~ i~e~~ed~~~u~~tr:~~~~.the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
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End 
pending 

14,503 
13,849 

__ 8_7 

28,439 

1,6941< 

34.4471< 

36.1411< 

96,4481< 

161,028 

Traffic 
b3,!1l 
13,454 
19,523 

(n) 

,. 
r 
I , 

hFi gure was computed: Decedent's estates disposition figure was computed from filings and pending data. 
Beginning pending figures were computed from filings. dispositions, and end pending data. 

kAdditional information: The felony preliminary hearing pending figures do not include 143 cases classified as inactive. 
The other criminal pending figures do not include 7.438 cases classified as inactive. 
The traffic pending figures do not include 35,034 cases classified as inactive. 

nInformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: The number of law, small claims, preliminary hearing. other criminal, and traffic cases pending over 36 months are included in 
the over 12 months category and were not available separately. District Courts of the 

Source: 

OREGON COUNTY COURTa 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

9 counties. 9 judges 
January I, 19BO to December 31, 1980 

Child: 
Domestic relations: 

Adoption .............. •••••••• .. •••••••••••••••••• .. •••••••• • 
Estate: 

probate/wills/intestate: 
Decedents' estates ........................................ . 

Guardians~ip/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardianship and conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ............ ••••••••• ........ •• .. ••• .. • .. • .. •••• .. • .. •• .. 
Mental health: ' 

Mental competency .............. ••••••••• .. ••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 ci vil i 
..................................................... 

Juveniled: 

Total juvenile 
.................................................. 

Grand total i ..................................................... 

BegInnIng 
pending 

N/A 

199 

1S4f 
3B3f 

~ 
383f1 

N/A 

383fi 

Age of pending caseload 

Filed 

8 

124 

46 
170 

__ 3 

181 

90 

271 

Over 36 months 
Decedents' estates •••••••••••• 32 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

totals have been computed 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

N/A N/A 

126h 197 

23 207 
149 404 

~ ~ 

149i 404i 

N/A N/A 

149i 404i 

Four counties handle both civil and juvenile cases, two handle only civil. and three handle only juvenile cases in the County aCourt jurisdiction: 

Court. 
dCase definition or unit of count: A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

A juvenile case is counted with the filing of a petition. fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

h 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

Fi gu t'e was computed: 

i 
Oecedents' estates disposed figure was computed from filing and pending figures. 

Data are not complete: Total civil pending and disposition figures do not include data for adoption and mental health cases. Filings include data 

for all categories. Grand total pending and disposition figures do not include data for adoption, mental competency. or juvenile cases. Filings 

Include data for all categories. 
Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, ~;.;.;..::..;:,~"--'~.;:...~T.'-::.::.,:~,..;.:::.,..;:;"-::...-=C.:.ir'-'c:;:uc;.i~t...:..;c:.:...;,:;-.:r;;..::.,..:::.;..:..~=,..==-,;:.=-:.::.:..,.=c=. 

State of Oregon. 19BO, (Salem, Oregon). report 
where necessary. 

405 

~-------------""-------~------~~-~~~~~~~~----~-------

~. 
\ 



... 

,,' 
;'1 
il 1'1 
\~ 
\

!ll 
u 
i' ,: '. 

OREGON JUSTICE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

44 courts. 44 judges 
Janua~ 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice Court in 1980. 

OREGON HUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

182 courts. 181 judges 
Janua~ 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court in 1980. 
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PENNSYL VANIA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
';' iu~tic.('~ 
11Irj~dkti,'ll! 

... Hl'.lrs uin'd olPP(.',lls in ((.Innilllls 
humidu,', ri/:hl lu publk uHk",l'nlb.lIt' 
pr Orph.1Il~ Cuurl m.l!t,'r" n1l1l"1111'1 
"., .. t':., .lOU qUl'::otHUl!:o l)( l'(lnhtHu~ 
!il'n.llill' uf.I ~I.llul,·, Olh,'r .11'1""'" 
IUl' uiHrt.'tinll(lrv . 

.. :V1.'~f ,1!>~lIIl1l' plt:'Mry iuri~dil tlOllll\'C'r 
.111" U1.lth'r ill ,lll~; llHirt ,)1 ,1I1~' !-I.l~{' 
of tht' pn)l(·t'di").;~ jf H i~.l f.llI('~lil.lI' 
"f illll1ll'di.,tl· publll !mpllrt.ll1ll'. 

COMMONWEALTH COURT ("j I un~IJtuthllh\ ih' 
\l( ~1.ltUlt' SUPERIOR COURT 

IS jud/:es 
" 1\1\1/:,'" 
lur;,,!;d;un: 
• t)ri~il1.11 iuri~dktion in d\'iI.ldi"n~ 

1Il\'nlvinH till' \nmlllllllwl'.llth llr ,1n\'l'l 
il~ \lffi(,'l'r~ . 

~ ApPl'.l!:-. (nHll"liminbtr.,ti\'l' .1).tl"nli(''', 
1"'l.ll )!ll\'l'rnI1WI\I. l'lllirll'nt dtHn.lin, 
.lnLf IHHl-pn,fit lorpur.ltiull nMlIl'r~. 

Fl,rtllli'1U~ h~Hlll''''H.I('. 
Ri/:hl III I'ubl;, lIrrk,', 
('Hl\tt'l11pt~ prob.lh.'. 

Suppn.· ... ~i\ln nf .1 

di~trilt iltIUrlW\,. 

I~,/:hl I" '''tIl'publi,' 
d,·bl. 

D"ll"u,,, ,.( Orl'h.lll' 
Cuurl 1""",.n, 

lurisdiclion: 
• i;,du,;,'" .11'1','11 •• 1" iuri~ui(ti(ln II\'l'r 

("uurl u( Cllmm"n 1'1~.,s ""'l'l'l Ihllse 
uin'tll~' ,lpl"',ll.,ble lu SUl'rl'll1l' (\llIrl 
(lr CII'l1l11l1l1we.,lth Cuurl. 

- f\:lln-A~'\·('rl1nl(lr\t.lr (l'quity 'lPP( •• ,I~ 

",tmrH 
n 1rpur.ltil1l1S. 
(;,w('rnmt'nt. 

COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS (59) 

" 
310jud/:cs 

Enluwnt JOllhltn. JurisdiClion: 
• Ori,;il1.11 jurisdirthll1 in .,11 d\';1 

n1.1lll'r5. Orph.lI.s ('uurl Divisil'" 
h.lIldl,', pnlb.llc . 

l 

Indicates route of ~ppe.ll. 

• Ori/:in.,1 juri5ui<:tilln in .111 nimin.II 
11M th'r!:o . 

.. E,du!'h'p jurisdictiun in jUV(\l\ill', 
Arrf.'"ls dt, nuvu, 

lury I ri •• ls, 

PHILADELPHIA 
MUNICIPAL COURT 
ZI judges 
lurisdiclion: 
• L.lIldlurd .1n.1 10:'''1111 ••• ssuml',H .111.1 

Iresp,lSS d.lims unu"r $1.000, 
" ('rimin.ll off,'nsl's with I,·,s Ih.1I1!i'\"'M 

5('1111'11(('. Mut(lr "t'!,idt,l.lIVS. Prl"" 
Iil11in"ry ht',lrtnJ;$ l''\;l'('pt fur hnmkid", 
• ,nd r.ll"" 

NIl jury I.ri.lls. " 

PHILADELPHIA 
TRAFFIC COURT 
SjUU/:l'S 
)\lrisdkti\1n: 
• Exdu5iv~' iuri~dlcliun of .111 SUmnlo1r)' 

"rfrns('s unuer Ihe I1Hlhlr whide 
1.111'. 

N" jury t ri •• /' 
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DISTRICT JUSTICE 
COURT (555) 
5J I ;U;I;""$ Ilf Ihl' pt'.'ll' 
/uri!'llirli'II1: 
- ('i"il n1.'lIrr~ und"r $2,00(1. 
• OffenSl" with fine unurr !i.soo .1I1d/nr 
~t'tlt('nl'(' lip tn ()O d.,yS. 
Prl'limilhlry h('arjn~~ in most t:"rimitMI. 
Snow mntnr \,l'hic.:I('l""~l"S . 

NIl jury In.li>. 

PITTSBURGH CITY 
MAGISTRA TES 
1\ m.,/:lslrales 
Jurisdiction: 
• M.,llers n'l.llitllllo Ihl' he.llth, s.lfcIV, 

lIr Wl'lfMe l.f .IIlY pl.lel' of humal1 . 
h.lbit.lIinn. 

" Misd,'me.lnl1rs .11lt! mutlicip •• 1 M
din.'llers (f;nc less th.ln $500 ,'r 
scnl('ncc 1('$5 Ih.1I1 '10 days). 
Felnny prdimiol.1ries. Exclusive 
jurlsdiclinl111Wr .,11 SUI11Jll.1ry offens,'S 
und('r the l11olor vchiel ... 1.11\,5. 

, No jury Iri.lIs, 

('ourl (If 
1.1SI 

r~surt 

Intcrnwdi"te 
.1ppclI.ll(' 

It'urt5. 

C\lurlo( 
/:.mer.,1 

jurisuiclion 

Cnurts uf 
limited 

jurisdiction 

,~ 
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PENNSYLVANIA SUPREME COURT 

Court of last resort 
7c justices 

January I, 1980 to December 31, 

Cases: 
Appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '" •••••••• 
Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Petitions for allocatur •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota I other cases .............................................. . 

Tota I cases ................................. " ................. .. 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Miscellaneous petitions 

Total other proceedings 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 
tf7A 

N/A 
trIA 

N/A 

--Bll. 
N/A 

Manner of disposition 

1980 

Filed 

758 (147)e 
758 (l47)e 

1,016 
1,016 

1,774 (l47)e 

1,311 

1,311 

Number of cases opi ni ons fil ed .... 667 
Majority opinions •••••••••••••••• 3071 
Per curiam ....................... 1301 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Disposed 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A (147)e 
N/A ( 141)e 

N/A (147)e 

'NIA 

N/A 

Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

cJudge information: 
During 1980, one of the justice positions was vacant. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

£nd 
pending 

N/A 
N7A 

N/A 

--Bll. 
N/A 

Petitions for allocatur that have been granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is not 
counted for the resulting appeal. These granted petitions for allocatur are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

ISpecial source or revision in the data: 
The numbers of majority and per curiam opinions written during the year were provided by the administrative office of the 

court during data verification. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1980 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from 
the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was supplied by the 
administrative office of the court during data verification. 
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PENNSVLVANIA SUPERIOR COURT 
Intermediate appellate court 

15c judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 

Cases: 
Appeals ...................................................... .. 
Tota 1 appea 1 s ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal .......................................... . 

Total other cases ............................................. . 

Total cases ..................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Miscellaneous petitions 

Total other proceedings 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

N/A 
NTA 

N/A 

-BfA 
N/A 

Manner of disposition 

1980 

Filed 

4,523 
UTI 

4,523 

3,718 

3,718 

Number of cases opinion filed ••••••• 1,750 

Boldface headings lndicate the classlflcations used by the CSIM project. 

Disposed 

N/A 
---wA 

N/A 

.-Jill. 
N/A 

Blank space c Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A c This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

CJudge information: 
The number of judges serving this court was increased from 7 to 15 effective June 11, 19BO. 

End 
pending 

N/A 
tfTA. 

N/A 

--Bll. 
N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 19BO Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from 
the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

PENNSYLVANIA COMMONWEALTH COURTa 
Intermediate appellate court 

9 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

By notice of appeal ......................................... . 
By transfer from other courts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
By peti ti on for revi ew ...................................... . 

Tota 1 a~pea Is ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Ori ginal juri sdi ct ion .................................... .. 
Combined original and appellate cases •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Miscellaneous docket ..................................... .. 
Trials and evidentiary hearings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •.••••. """""""" •• ,, ••• "" .• "",, •• ,," <111\-."" ••• "" •• """""" ••••• 
Tota I other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Petitions, motions, and applications 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

II7K 

N/A 

N/A 

Manner of disposition 

Fi led 

1,004 
78 

1,884 
2,966 

354 
14 

192 
269 
829 --m- . 

3,795 

2,565 

By opinion of court or panel.............. 1,029 
Withdrawn or di smi ssed .................... 1,052 
Remanded or transferred ••••••••••••••••••• 248 
By stipulation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 234 
Consolidated •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 13B 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the cslR project. 

Disposed 

X 
X 
X 

2,701 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NTfi 

2,101 

N/A 

Blank space· Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The Commonwealth Court only handles cases involving officials or offices of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1980 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from 
the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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PENNSYLVANIA COURT OF COHMON PLEAS 
Court of general jurisdiction 

59 courts, 310 judges 
Janua~ I, 1980 to Deceniler 31, 1980 

BegInnIng 
pendin9 

Child: 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Di vorce •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Support/custody: 
Custody •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Adoption ................................................... . 
Other domestic relations: 

Domestic relations ....................................... .. 
Total ........................................................ . 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Orphans' court audi ts ........................ ' ............. . 
Mental health ................................................ .. 
Other civil: 

Civ!lj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ArbItration ................................................ .. 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total civil .......................................................................................................... 

Criminal d: 
Felony/mis4emeanor: 

CriminalJ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Miscel!aneousj ............................................. .. 
Postconvlction remedy: 

Postconviction appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal .................................................................................................... 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile .................................................................................................... 

Grand total ............................................................................................................ 

17,329 

1,346 
1,241 

13,716 
33,632 

1,469 
300 

21,736 
15,463 
37,199 

72,600 

27,885 

2,873 

1,080 

31,838 

6,552 

110,990 

Trial d Civil dispositionsm 

Civil- •••••••••••• 
Cri.nnal (felony/ 

.isde.eanor) •••• 
Total •••••••••••••• 

_oL~1)' 
1-;7T5" 

2,781 
4,556 

Non-jury Total 
4,412 b,TB7 

4.936 7,717 
9,348 13,904 

Settlement ••••••••••••••••• 
Hearing--settled •••••••••••• 
Stricken ••••••••••••••••••• 
Transferred to arbitration •• 
Other ..................... . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

10.637 
4,007 
1,512 
1,173 
1,079 

End Filed Disposed pending 

35.250 34.426 19.2219 

7.927 7,399 1.9699 
6,255 6,139 1,5469 

82.794 75,838 21,1459 
132,226 123,8021 43,8819 

19,574 19,702 1,4499 
9,384 9,896 1079 

39,272 :1.4,595 39,6319 
38.531 29,246 25,3779 
77 .803 53.841 65,0089 

238,987 207,241 110,4459 

65,782 54,982 31,9539 

15,271 14,740 3.7589 

--ill. ~ 1,1379 

81,969 70,606 36,8489 

43,350 43,079 6,8889 

364,306 320,926 155,4619 

Cri_inal (felonl/_isde.eanor) disEositions 

Guilty pleas •••••••••••••••••• 26,130 
Nolle prossed ••••••••••••••••• 7,249 
ARO (rehabilitation program) •• 10,935 
Rule 1100 ••••••••••••••••••••• 304 
Disposition in lieu of trial 

(rehabilitation program) •••• 194 
Grand jury dismissals ••••••••• 202 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,251 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A tr!al is ~ounted if tried to verd~ct or sentence, if adjudged guilty. 

gChange In pendIng does not equal the dIfference between filings and dispositions' 
" Figures are as given in the annual report. • 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Civil under other civil includes trespass, assumpsit, equity, and miscellaneous civil cases that are counted when the case is 
placed at issue as ready for trial. 

C~iminal under felony/_isde.eanor includes felonies, Misdeneanors, and trial de novo for appeal. 

1 MIscellaneous appeals include cri.inal appeals from District Justice Courts and other miscellaneous court actions. 
Special source or revision in the data: " 

These figures resulted from changes made by the administrative office of the courts during verification 
mInformation on disposition type or trial data: • • 

Civil trial and civil disposition data include only civil cases in the other civil category. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1980 Annual Report (Philadelphia. Pennsylvania). Statistics are from 
the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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PENNSYLVANIA DISTRICT JUSTICE COURT 
Court of li.,ted jurisdiction 

555 courts, 531 justices of the peace 
Janua~ I, 19BO to December 31, 1980 

Civild: 
Law: 

Civil complaints ............................................ . 

Total civi 1 

Criminald: 
Ordinance violation: 

Non-traffic citations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preliainary hearing: 

Misdemeanor/felony complaints •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other crilllinal: 

Summary complaints .......................................... . 

Tota 1 cri mi na 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Ii!. 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Grand total 

Non-jury tri a 1 d 

Ci!i! •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crl_lnal ........................... .. 
Traffic ....................... ' ..... .. 

Total ................................ . 

Crilllinal dispositions 

42,793 
51,252 
93,728 

187,773 

Q~dinance PreliMina~ 

Non-jury tri al: 
Trial conviction •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted ............................ . 

Guilty plea ........................... .. 
Substantive defective ................... . 
Wit~drawal of prosecution ••••••••••••••• 
Unable to locate •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Settled at or before trial •••••••••••••• 
Bound to court at preliminary hearing ••• 
Dismissal at preliminary hearing •••••••• 
Waiver of preliminary hearing ••••••••••• 
'Declared fugitive ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

violation hearing 

17 ,540 
14,628 

164,086 
1,030 

15,953 
9,356 
2,377 

4,570 

6,657 

14,219 

4,837 
32,625 
12,610 
16,933 
2,517 
2,734 

Begl nm n9 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Other 
cri.inal 

12,271 
6,183 

59,742 
258 

13.9lf 
8,166 
7,220 

2,101 

Boldface headings indicate the classificut,ions used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definitions or unit of count: 

Total 

29,811 
20,811 

230,485 
1,288 

44,089 
17,522 
14,434 
32,625 
12,610 
16,933 
Z,517 
9,405 

Filed Disposed End 
pending 

196,171 

196,171 

190,612 

190,612 

-liLA 
N/A 

229.540 

93,132 

N/A 

N/A 

265,034 

103,792 

134,333 

503,159 

109,858 

432,530 

-liLA 
N/A 

1,235,603 1,105,842 

1,934,933 1,728,984 

Civil dispositions 

Settled at or before trial ..... 
Judgment by default •••••••••••• 
Withdrawal of complaint •••••••• 
Dismissed without prejudice •••• 
Closed--no service ••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••• : ••••••••••••• 

Traffic dispositions 

Non-jury trial: 
Acquitted ••••• ~ •••••••••••••• 
Trial conviction ••••••••••••• 

Guilty plea •••••••••••••••••••• 
Substantive defect ••••••••••••• 
Withdrawal of prosecution •••••• 
Unable to locate ••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 

N/A 

37,473 
93,312 
2,969 
4,794 
7,229 
2,042 

411.,049 
45,679 

875,013 
7,945 

53,715 
39,633 
35,808 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
"The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint •. 
A non-jury trial Is counted if tried to completion (decision). 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1980 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from 
the annual report except that totals have been computed Where necessary. 
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PHILADELPHIA HUNICIPAL COURT, PENNSYLVANIA 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
1 court, 21 judges 

January I, 1980 to DecentJer 31, 1980 

Civild: 
Small claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights: 

Landlord and tenant •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vi 1 : 

Code enforcemend ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ci vil ....................................................... 

Criminald: 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal .................................................... . 
Private complaintsj .......................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Prelilllinary hearing ........................................... . 

Total criminal 

Beglnn1ng 
pend'ing . 

3,977 

1,212 

4,121 

9,310 

5,052 
361 

5,413 
1,655 

7,068 

Filed 

50,955 

18,683 

27,085 

96,723 

28,182 
5,743 

33,925 
14,719 

48,644 

Grand total 16,378 145,367 

Non-jury tri a 1 d 
Criminal dispositionsm 

Disposed 

48,608 

18,886 

26,745 

94,239 

28,182 
5,848 

34,030 
14,303 

48,333 

142,572 

Guilty pleas .................. .. 4,272 
11,638 
8,864 

478 

Cr'imina1m ............ 2,930 Nolle prossed ................. .. 
ARO (rehabilitation program) •••• 
Transferred ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to completion (decision). There are no jury trials in this cOLlrt. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Elid 
pending 

6,324 

1,009 

4,461 

11,794 

4,8229 
256 

5,078 
1,7189 

6,7969 

18,5909 

This was due in part to the placement of 570 records in deferred status and the reinstatement of 340 other records during the 
. court year, a net change oJ -230 cases. Figures are as given in the annual report. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

"Private complaints" are criminal complaints filed by a private citizen; "criminal" complaints are filed by the police. 
Code enforcement pertains to violations regarding housing, property, etc. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Criminal trials and criminal disposition types are only for the criminal category listed as misdemeanor: criminal cases. 

Source: Acministrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1980 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from 
the annual report except that totals have heen computed where necessary. 

Trafficd: 

PHILADELPHIA TRAFFIC COURT, PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 5 judges 
January I, 1980 to DecentJer 31, 1980 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

Total traffic................. .................................. N/A 

Grand total ............................................... ,...... N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A " This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Filed Disposed 

2,532,161 561,199 

2,532,161 561,199 

The traffic case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1980 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from 
the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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PIITSBURGII CITY MAGISTRATES COURT, PENNSYLVANIA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 8 magistrates 
January I, 1980, to December 31,1980 

Child: 
Real property rights: 

Housing court summary cases .................................. 
Total civil ..................................................... 

Criminald: 
Preliminary hearing: 

Mi sdemeanor/fe 1 ony comp 1 ai nts ........ ,. ..................... . 
Ordinance violation: 

Miscellaneous citations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other criminal: 

Summa"',Y complaints .......................................... . 

Total criminal ... " " " " . " . " " " " " " " " " " " " " ~ " " " " " " " " " " .. " " " " " " , " . " " " " " " " 
Traffic: 

Parking ....................................................... . 
Other traffic violations: 

Misdemeanor/felony .......................................... . 
Traffic citations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Tota 1 tra ffl c ................................................... 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Be!)l nOJ ng 
pending 

--1ill. 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

80ldface.headings indicat! the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = ThlS case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- " Not applicable. 

dCase definitions or unit of count: 

Filed 

2,174 

2,174 

8,702 

652 

12.442 

21,796 

340,781 

2,466 
36,061 
38.527 

379,30i.l 

403,278 

Disposed 

---1Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

--.!Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or comp1a'lnt. 
The criminal case unit of count Is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

End 
pending 

--1ill. 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

--1ill. 
N/A 

N/A 

N!A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1980 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from 
the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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PUERTO RICO COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

t 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: .. 
_ Reviews judgments and deCISIOns of 

Court of First Instance', and cases on 
appeal or review before the Superior 
Court. 

_ Reviews rulings of the Registrar of 
Property and rulings of certain ad
ministrative agencies. 

, 

SUPERIOR COURT* (12) 
92 judges 
Jurisdiction: . . 
_ Civil actions over $10,000, actions In 

connection with taxes, eminent 
domain, and divorce. 

_ Felonies and misdemeanors (except 
those vested in District Court). 

_ Cases concerning minors. 
_ Review rulings of administrative 

agencies (except those reviewable by 
Supreme Court). 

Jury trials in criminal cases; non-jury in 
criminal.lnd civil. 

DISTRICT COURT* (38) 
96.5 judges 
Jurisdidion: 
_ Civil action. under $10,000. except 

those matters in which cognizance is 
given to the Superior Court. 

_ Certain misdemeanors .1nd violations 
of municipal ordinances. 

No jury trials; non-jury in criminal and 
civil. . I , 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE (5) MUNICIPAL COURT (46) 
51 judges 35 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil investigations. 
_ Probable cause hearings, sea rch war

rants, summonses, warrants of im ... 
prisonment, warrants to release from 

t:~~:' b.'~ I 

Indicates route of appeal. . 
'The Court of First Instance consists o( two d'V[sillllS: 
the Supe6ur Court and the District Cour!. 

., 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil investigations. 
_ Probable cause hearings, s~arch war

rants, summonses, warrants of im
prisonment, warrants to release fro,!, 
iaii, and boils. Violations of municipal 
ordinances. Accepts guilty pleas. 

No tri,lls. 
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PUERTO RICO SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July 1. 1979 to June 30. 1980 

Cases: 
Appeal:.: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crilllinal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Minimum Wage Board ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Industrial Commission ••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Registrar of property •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
labor Relations Board •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
·Board of Electors ......................................... . 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Injunction .............................................. . 
Habeas corpus .......................................... .. 
Mandamus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Quo warranto ........................................... .. 
Writ of prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Corporate dissolution •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................................... .. 
Disciplinary Ratter: 

Professional conduct (against lawyer) •••••••••••••••••••• 
Bringing of charge (against judge) ••••••••••••••••••••• a. 

Complaints of Puerto Rico Bar Association •••••••••••••••• 
Total ................................................... .. 

Advisory opinion cases: 
Certifications ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Requests to appeal: 

Certiorari ................................................ . 
Civil "eviews ............................................ .. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Tota 1 other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases .................. • ................................ . 

Status of pending caseload (6/30/80) 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

10 
74 

1 
8 
5 
5 
o 
o 

19 -m 

o 
1 
2 
o 
o 
o 
3 

12 
!i 
1 

18 

1 
22 

71 
89 

160 
-W 

285 

Cases in process 
Submitted to be resolved 

Appeals: 
Civil .................... 3 
Criminal ................. 12 
Agency................... 8 

Total..................... 23 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction .,.. 0 
Disciplinary matter •••••• 3 
Advisory opinion ••••••••• 1 

Total..................... 4 
Requests to appea I ......... 36 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••• 63 

Aff; rmed .,,"""""" ~"" .. """" .... " 
Reversed ................... 
Modified ................... 
Dismissed """"" II"""""""" ,,""" Writ denied ................ 
Other ...................... 

Total ....................... 

10 
61 
32 

103 

1,~ 

2 
15 
78 

296 

DisDM.itian !)f Cil~:l5 

Civl1 
A2~als 

Crlmln~ Agency 

10 40 11 
4 II 42 
0 3 7 

27 36 6 
0 0 61 
1 1 1 

42 93 128 

Boldface headings indicate the clas~lfications USed by the CSIM project. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

total 

61 
57 
10 
69 
61 

3 
261 

Fi ledj Disposed 

45 42 
90 91 

0 1 
114 95 

9 10 
17 13 
8 8 
1 1 

149 128 
-m ---m-

0 0 
4 5 
9 10 
0 0 
4 4 
0 0 

17 19 

16 17 
1 3 
0 0 

17 20 

4 2 
38 41 

500 481 
560 525 

1.060 1.006 
-r;o98 'T,041 

1,382 1,308 

Manner of dis~osition 

Opinion ................. 71m 
Per curiam •••••••••••••• 21 
Without opinion ••••••••• 1,216 

Time to dis~osition 
Median 

Filing to disposition: 
Appeals: 

~ 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••• 83 
Certiorari ••••••••••••••••• 32 

Civil A11 other 
reviews cases Total 

13 16 90 
72 109 238 
40 12 62 
11 25 105 

385 341 787 
4 19 26 

525 522 1,308 

End 
pending 

13 
73 

0 
27 
4 
9 
0 
0 

40 
---m-

0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 

11 
3 
1 

15 

3 
19 

90 
124 
214 

-m 

359 

Filed figures include new filings .and restored cases. 
mlnformatio!l on disposition type or trial data: 

In addlt10n to the 92 majority opinions written, the justices also wrote 24 dissenting, 10 concurring, 7 mixed, and 13 
separadas opinions. 

Source: Office of Court AdministratillO, Annual Report 1979-1980 and Annual Statistics 1979-80 (Hato Rey. Puerto Rico: 1981). 
Statistics are from the annual report and annual statTStlcs report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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PUERTO RICO SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

12 districts, 92 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Civil d: 
Law: 

Debt collections ............................................ . 
Wages ....................................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Tort ......................................... , ................ . 
Contract: 

Contract executions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract ratification ...................................... .. 
Note cancellation .......................................... .. 
Specific performance to contract ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract cancellations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Action of nullification .................................... .. 
Affidavits revision ........................................ .. 
Dissolution of corporation or firm ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Unclassified ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .......................................................... , 
Real property rights: 

Property ................................................... .. 
Transfer of farm title ..................................... .. 
Claim of rights ............................................ .. 
Expropriation ............................................... . 

Total ........................... "' ........................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other domestic relations .................................... .. 
Total ........................................................ . 

Appeal: 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Taxes ..................................................... . 
Appeal of trial court case: 

Appeals ................................................... . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Extraordinary writs ........................................... . 
Other civil: , 

Other special proceedingsJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
License to bear arms ........................................ . 
Disability .. , ............................................... . 
Other actionsJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total civil ................................................... . 

Criminal d: 
Felony ...................................................... .. 
Misdemea:lor .................................................. . 
Preliminary hearing .oo .. oo ................................... . 

Appeal ....................................................... . 

Total criminal ............................................... .. 

Juveniled: 

Beg1 no1 ng 
pending 

2,178f 
213f 

2,391 f 
7,149 f 

16f 
3 

197f 
88f 
52f 

104 
o 
7 

467 f 

4,500f 
2 

376 f 
1,580f 
6,45S f 

6,803 
6,1l0f 

12,913 f 

l71f 

fHf 
987 f 

2,927 f 
l,231 f 

6 
1,927f 
6.091 f 

36,627 f 

7,395 f 
6,634f 

153 f 

-ill 
14,182f 

r:r~h!~~!;t::~. ~::~~~~~ ......................................... o l,252 f 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total .................................................... .. 52,Oiil f 

416 

Filedj 

2,684 
202 

2,885 
4,052 

19 
3 

325 
69 
89 
72 
0 
6 

583 

7,259 
0 

584 
648 

8,491 

20,903 
11,341 
32,244 

67 

(j) 
67 

1,200 

12,032 
38,208 

35 
1,238 

51,513 

101,035 

10,927 
9,762 

732 
--(j-) 

21,421 

~ 

5,546 

128,002 

Disposed 

2,413 
173 

2,586 
4,472 

19 
4 

334 
54 
49 
65 
0 
4 

43 
572 

7,534 
2 

417 
689 

8,642 

20,204 
11,509 
31,713 

96 

(j) 
96 

1,393 

11,887 
38,381 

26 
1,370 

51,664 

101,138 

10,781 
10,063 

729 
---.hl 

21,573 

~ 

5,795 

128,506 

End 
pending 

2,449 
241 

2,690 
6,729 

16 
2 

188 
103 

92 
111 

0 
9 

521 

4,225 
0 

500 
1,539 
6,264 

7,502 
5.942 

13,<\44 

142 

(j) 
142 
794 

3,072 
1,058 

15 
1,795 
5,940 

39,512 

7,541 
6,333 

156 
-ill 
14,030 

1,003 

1,003 

51.557 

n Ii 
! 

.1 
1 

Trial d 
Civil dispositionsl 

Jury Non-jury Total Civil: 
Law ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~ Dismissed Transfers Uncontested ~m 

Tort ......................... . 
Contract .................... .. 
Real property rights ......... . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution •••••••• 
Other domestic relations •••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative 
agency case ••••••••••••••• 

Appeal of trial court case ., 
Total ....................... . 

Extraordinary writ •••••••••••• 
Other ci vi 1 .................. . 

Total ......................... . 
Criminal: 

Felony ...................... .. 
Misdemeanor .................. . 

Total ......................... . 
Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••• 

267 267 
425 425 
85 85 

684 684 

1,448 1,448 
1,101 1,101 
2,549 2,549 

14 14 
(j) (j) 
14 14 

167 167 
905 905 

5,096 5,096 

354 2,213 2,567 
19 2,084 2,103 

373 4,297 4,670 
373 9,393 9,766 

Jury tri al: 

Law .................... . 
Tort •••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract ••••••••.••••••• 
Real property rights .... 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution •• 
Other domestic 
relations ........... . 

Tot "I ................. . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administra
tive agency case ••••• 

Appeal of trial court 
case •................ 

Total ................. . 
Extraordinary writs ••••. 
Other ci vil ............ . 

Total civil ............. . 

Criminal dispositions 

Felony Misdemeanor 

Convicted ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Non-jury tri a I: 

199 10 
155 9 

Age of cases at disposition: 

Convicted ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted ................... .. 

Guilty plea ................... .. 
Total conViction •••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ...................... . 
Trans ferred ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probable cause found •••••••••••• 
No probable cause found ••••••••• 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1,293 987 
920 1,097 

4,059 2,462 
5,551 3,459 
3,501 4,685 

653 593 
o 0 

220 

Time interval data (months) 

421 
1,599 

35 
799 

15 

1,454 
1,469 

27 

(j) 
27 

111 
931 

5,392 

1,043 
1,629 

135 
2,668 

4,618 

4,929 
9,547 

32 

(j) 
32 

829 
1,367 

19,050 

Pre Ii mi nary 
hearing Total 

209 
164 

o 
o 

2,280 
2,017 
6,521 
9,010 
8,186 
1,246 

o 
221 

Average time less than 3-6 6-9 9-12 12-18 18-24 24 months 
to disposition 3 months months months months months months and over 

Civil ........ 1. 8 months 63, 901 6W 2I9 ---rrs- --as --qr 89 

215 
600 

95 
588 

739 

1,755 
2,494 

4 

(j) 
4 

102 
648 

4,746 

215 
107 
105 

2,709 

9,227 

2,075 
11,302 

19 

(j) 
19 

143 
45,434 
60,034 

425 
112 
117 

1,194 

4,352 

4,157 
8,509 

o 

(j) 
o 

41 
579 

6,820 

Average time less than 1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5 5-6 6-9 9-12 12-15 15-18 18-21 21-24 24 months 
to d'lsposition I month months months months '.;)nths months months months months months months months and over Criminal ..... 4.5 months 298 --s;m- ---s-53 b3r -m- 439 --s48 ~ ---ur -so ~ ~ 79 

Juvenile ••••• 
Average time less than 1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-10 10-13 13-19 19-25 25 months 
to dispOSition 1 month months months months months months months months months months months and over 
2. 2 months 287 T;"J'Olf"" ~ IlTr 17it ---ng ---go ---mr -w ~ -n- 29 

Age of pending caseload 
6 months 6 months 1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5 and under to 1 ~ear 

~~m ~~33~ ye2a rem Civil ....... 18,435 6,21 I, Criminal .... 7,061 1,360 1,226 632 579 605 

Bv1dfac~ neadings indicate the ciass1f1cations used by the CSIM project. 
-- ~ Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 

5-6 

~ 
734 

6-7 7 years 
yem and over 

642 
539 1,138 

The juvenile case unit of count is the number of charges filed. 
A trial is counted If tried to verdict or decision. 

fThe beginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Fll ed fi gures include ori gi nal t'll i ngs, transfers, and reopened cases. 
Appeals of trial court cases are included according to the case type for caseload inventories, trial, and dispOSition data. 
The number of appeals filed in each category was given, but the number of dispOsitions and pendings could not be separated. 

There were civil appeals and criminal appeals filed. 

(continued on next page) 
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f 
Puerto Rico Superior Court (continued) 

. f h i confiscation permission of law, and recovery. i Other special proceedings include declairat tl0nt ?tl e ~~llity of fraudulent trespass, and supplementary orders issued to mpugn Other actions include declaration of pr va e 1 e, 
the document. 

lSpecial source or re~ision.i~ the dat~:. d t and criminal jury and non-jury trial disposition data into categories were Breakdowns for trIal, ClVll disposItIon a a, i data verification. 
supplied by the administrative office of thedc~ur~hdur ~~t administrative office dUring data verification. Grand total cases disposed figure was correcte y e co 

mInfi~;!!:~~~~i~~~~~~!~!i°~::~~::~u;~:~:~!~~~~~e~~~~df~~e~oc~~~l~~~~'type for civil trial and civil disposition data. 

t 1979 1980 and Annual Statistics 1979-80 (Hato Rey, Puerto Rico: 1981). Source: Office ~f Court Adminhistrationl , Annu~la~~P~~nual s~atistics report e~cept that totals have been computed where necessary. StatistIcs are from t e annua repor 

PUERTO RICO DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

38 courts, 96.5 judges 
July 1, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Civil d: 
Lalf: 

Oebt collections ............................................ . 
Wages ....................................................... . 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Tort ......................................................... .. 
Real property rights: ............... . 

Property .................................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Family relations ............................................ . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Taxes .................................................... .. 

Other ci vil : 
:pecial proceedings ......................................... . 
Other ....................................................... . 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Criminal d: 

Beglnmng 
pending 

15,679f 
513f 

16.192~ 
1,806 

358f 

342f 

4 

815f 
464f 

--..hillf 

19,981 

Misdemeanor: 8,S53 f Criminal categories ......................................... . 
Ordinance violation: ffi 54 

Infractions of municipal ordinances except tra c........... 9,931
f Preliminary hearing ........................................... . 

Total criminal ................................................ .. 18,838f 

Traffic: 

Total traffic ................................................. .. 7,398f 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 46,217 f 

Trial d 

Filedj Disposed End 
pending 

42,700 42,380 15,999 
940 826 627 

43,640 43,206 16,626 
1,861 2,064 1,603 

587 610 335 

3,157 3,114 385 

9 5 8 

4,939 4,756 998 
625 670 419 

5.564 ~ -Llli. 
54,818 54,425 20,374 

42,866 43,633 8,086 

280 295 39 
16,561 17,816 ~ 

59,707 61,744 16,801 

49,659 50,313 6,744 

164,184 166,482 43,919j 

Civil dispositions1 

Cfvil :m 
Jury Non-jurl Total Settled Dismissed Transferred Uncontested ~ 

Lalf ...................... . 
Tort ..................... . 
Real property rights •••••• 
Domestic relations •••••••• 
Appeal; 

Appeal of administrative 
agency case •••••••••••• 

Other ci vil ............. .. 
Total ..................... . 

Criminal ................... . 
Traffic .................... . 

4,943 
403 

82 
64 

2 
1,184 
6,678 
8,424 
4,314 

4,943 
403 
82 
64 

2 
1,184 
6,678 
8,424 
4,314 

Law .................. . 
Tort ................. . 
Real property ri ghts .. 
Oornestic relations .... 
Appeai: 

Appeal of administra
tive agency case ••• 

Other ci vil ......... .. 
Total ................. . 

418 

2,513 22,QR7 616 5,530 7,517 
476 955 95 88 47 
52 287 24 106 59 
3 140 47 2,613 247 

1 
156 

3,201 

1 
1,783 

25,253 

o 
149 
931 

a 
1,788 

10,125 

1 
366 

8,237 

I 
I 
I 
I' p 
j~ 

1 
~ 
( 
k 
i 
l 

l 

I 
i 
i 
,! 

I 
! 

II 
11 

Traffic dispositions, 

Non-ju ry tri a 1 : 
Convicted •••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted ................ .. 

Guilty plea •••••••••••••••••• 
Total conviction ••••••••••••• 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••• 
Transferred •••••••••••••••••• 

1,930 
2,384 

33,514 
34,828 
12,157 

32fl 

Non-jury tri al: 

Criminal dispositions 

Misdemeanor and 
OrdInance VIolation 

Convicted •••••••••••••• 
Acquitted •••••••••••••• 

Guilty plea •••••••••••••• 
Total conviction ••••••••• 
Dismissed ............... . 
Transferred •••••••••••••• 
Transferred to Superior 
Court on misdemeanor •••• 

Probable cause found ••••• 
No probable cause found •• 
Renounced •••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••• 

Time to disposition (months) 

2,771 
5,653 

14,334 
17,105 
20,015 
1,155 

Median 
Time from filing to disposition: -------

Civil •• j....................... 2.1 
Crhlfnal ...................... O.~ 
Traffic ........................ 0.8 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court but the data were unavailable. 
-- a Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Pre 1 i mi nary 
hearin!! 

3,337 
123 

214 
8,810 
2,897 
2,005 

430 

A civil case is counted with the fillng of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of Count is the number of charges. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

fThe beginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year. Figures are as giVen in the annual report. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

lill.l 
2,771 
5,653 

14,334 
17,105 
23,352 
1,278 

214 
8,810 
2,897 
2,005 

430 

Filed figures include original filings, transfers, and reopened cases. 
The number of cases pending at the end of the year inclUdes inactive cases. There wre 5,596 inactive cases pending at the end of the year. 
Criminal time to disposition data re given for misdemeanor and ordinary violtion cases only. lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

Brea~downs for civil trial and disposition data were supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verificati mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Civil non-jury trials are the number of contested civil cases concluded by trial. 

Source: Offlce of Court Administration, An~aal Report 1979-1980 and Annual Statistics 1979-80 (Hato Rey. Puerto Rico: 1981). 
Statistics are from the annual report and annual statistics report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
and additional data were supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

PUERTO RICO JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

5 courts, 5 regular judges and 30 special judges and honorary magistrates 
July 1, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

There were no data av~ilable for cases handled by the Justices of th Peace for 1980. 

PUERTO RICO MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

46 courts, 51 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled by the Municipal Court for 1980. 

--------------'~)-----------------------------------------------------------
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RHODE ISLAND COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPERIOR COURT (4) 
1 C) justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions (wer $5,000, equity, con

demnations. naturalization. 
- Extraditipn. Exclusive felon,' 

jurisdiction. • 
- Zoning Board ,'ppe"ls. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

Appeals de novo. 

Certiorori,_ 

MUNICIPAL COURT (2) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanors. municipal ordinance 

violations. traffic. 

No jur)' trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final civil and criminal appellate 

jurisdiction. 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions und::-r $5.000. small 

claims under $500. mental health. 
Housing code violations. 

- Violation offenses. misdemeanors, 
felony arraignments. 

- Ad ministrath'e agency .lppeals. 

No jury trials. 

rPROBA TE COURT (39) 
39 judges 
J u r!sd ict ion: 
- General probate jurisdiction. adult 

cases relating to juveniles. non-support. 
paternity. adoption. and !;uardianship. 

420 

FAMILY COURT (4) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations, nonsupport. 

paternity. 
- Adult crimes against juveniles. 
- Juvenile delinquency. dependency. 

mental health. and traffic. 

] Court of 
last 

resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

C"urts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

r1 

\ 

\ 

RHODE ISLAND SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
October I, 1979 to September 30, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil : 
Ci vi] •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations/custody/adoption •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Criminal .................................................... . 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Workmen's compensation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 appea 1 s ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus .......................................... .. 
Miscellaneous petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................... . 
Disciplinary: 

Bar disciplinary ........................................ . 
Advisory opinion: 

Certified question ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other .................................................. ,. 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Certiorari ................................................ . 
Total other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases 

Begl nlll ng 
pending 

24B 
39 

287 
147 

46 
480 

6 
4 

10 

3 

7 
0 

20 

77 
-W 

577 

Boldface headings indicate the clas~ifications used by the CSIM project. 

Source: Unpub 1 i shed data provi ded \';y the Admi nl strati ve Offi ce of the Courts. 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

421 

Filed 

230 
50 

280 
116 

24 
420 

23 
12 
35 

9 

4 
1 

49 

139 
188 

608 

Disposed 

178 
34 

212 
112 

33 
-W 

25 
11 
36 

12 

7 
0 

55 

132 
187 

544 

End 
pending 

300 
55 

355 
151 

37 
---s43 

4 
5 
9 

0 

4 
1 

14 

84 
----gs 

641 

Statistics are from the unpublished data except 
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RHOOE ISLAND SUPERIOR COIlRT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

4 counties, 19 justices 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Chi ld: 
Appeal of trial court case ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vil ................................................... . 

'hltal ci vi] 

Criminald: 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Defendant cases ............................................. . 
Appeal ........................................................ . 

Total criminal 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 

Begi nm ng 
pending 

N/A 
-.Jill. 

N/A 

N/A 
...1@. 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

Filed Disposed 

X N/A 
__ X ...1@. 

7,158 N/A 

3,667 3,462 
-IJ1. ...1@. 

4,439 3,462i 

11,597 3,462i 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

. The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment. 
lData are not complete: 

End 
pending 

N/A 
...1@. 

N/A 

N/A 
...1@. 

N/A 

N/A 

The only disposition data that were available were the number of criminal defendant cases disposed. Total criminal disposed 
figure does not include appeals disposed. Grand total disposed does not include any civil cases or criminal appeals 
disposed. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts. Statistics are from the unpublished data except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Child: 
Law: 

RHODE ISLAND DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

8 divisions, 13 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

Regular ci'(il ............................................... . IlIA 

Filed 

23,308 
Small claims •..•.•.•....•..••.•.••••..•••...•.•••..••••••••..•• ~ ~6. 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NiA 

Criminal d: 
Mlsdemeanorfj ................................................. . II/A 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 
Tota 1 cri mi na 1 N/A 

Totc 1 t ra ffi cj •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1:' ....................... . N/A 

Graod total i N/A 

Trial d 

Jury 
Civil .•..•. I ........... " •••••• 

Criminal .................... . 
Total ...................... I I" 

422 

31,104 

31,944j 

~ 

Non-jury 
3,680 

632 
4,312 

39,822j 

(J) 

70,926 

Total 
3,680 

632 
4,312 

r :r' , 
* t 
l 
~ 
l 
1; 
! 
~ 
j' 

L 
1'\ 

1 
L 
j ! 
I 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIH project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. Criminal 

I trials include changed pleas. 
Data are not complete: 

Misdemeanor and grand total figures do not include motor vehicle Violations handled by the Administrative Adjudication 
DiVision of the Department of Transportation. 

Total criminal and grand total disposed figures do not include criminal preliminary hearing cases disposed. 
Traffic (motor vehicle) violations handled by the Administrative Adjudication Division of the Department of Transportation 

. are not included in figures given. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Traffic cases not handled by the Administrative Adjudication Division are included with the misdemeanor data. 
mInformation on disposition type on trial data: 

The number of criminal trials includes cases disposed after a changed plea. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts. 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the unpublished data except 

RUODE ISLAND FAMILY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 counties, 11 judges 
January I, 1980 to Oecember 31, 1980 

CiYild: 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Absolute divorce .......................................... . 

Adoption .................................................... . 
Other domestic relations: 

Termination of parental rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ..•. I I" I I II ••• I I II I I ••• I I ••• I 1.1 •• "., •• I. I I 1.1 •• I I I. I •• 

Tota 1 civil ••••••••••• ~ ., .............. I •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile: 
Crimfnal~type offense: 

Wayward/de 1 i nquent .......................................... . 
Non-offense: 

Dependency, neglect, and abuse ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other juvenile ................................................ . 

iota 1 juvenil e 

Grand total •.• '-" I ..................................... I •••••••••• 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

iliA 
N/A 

N/A 
...1@. 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
.-!@. 

N/A 

Ii/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A .. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 

kAdditlonal information: 

Filed 

5,191 
N/A 

201 
5,392 

5,392 

5,624k 

636 
--ill. 

6,922 

12,314 

Disposed 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
.-!@. 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

[na 
pendi ng 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
...JHA 

N/A 

N/A 

The method of counting wayward/delinquent cases changed during FY 1980. In previou~ years, the count represented the number 
of p~tltIQ~E filed, from 1960 on 1t represents the nUmber of referrals. 

Source: Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

RUODE ISLAND MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts 
January 1. 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1980. The Hunicipal Courts are local courts 
operated Independently by two cities. 

RHODE ISLANO PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

39 courts. 39 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court for 1980. The Probate Court function is handled by 
indepennent probdte judges chosen and paid by each of the 39 cities and towns. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

FAMILY COURT (16) 
~o Judges 
Jurisdictiun; 
- F.,mily support, .lnd prutectiun, 

Ad"ptiun, di"Llrce. 
- Exdusivp jurisdiction ,wer delinquent. 

negll'cted, Llr .,b.,nduned children. 

Nu jury tri.lls. 

PROBATE COURT (46) 
~t> judges 
JUrisdiction; 
- Est.lles. business of minors ,lOd in

(tllnpetents, guardi,1ns, trustces f 

mellt.,1 lI>;nmitments· 
- Juvenile (if nll F.'mily Cllurtl 

N,> jury tn.,l,. 

t Indiedtes route of dPPNl. 

! SUPREME COURT 
5. \J~tin~~ 
luI' ,dirtio,,; 
- -\t 11('1I.1Il' Jurbdll·tjllll ''''N .,11,.,>('> 

t>r~ ·i'l.llill!\ in Cirn'it. F,'Ill,ly, "r 
C,m ~l\" (\'llr\>. 

j 

CIRCUIT COURT (16) 
31 judges 
Juri.didion: 
- Ci\'il.1L'li,'n> O\'Pr $ 100 (Ill.,y \,.,ry 1" 

$1,000). 
- Felollies. misdl'Il1C.ltlllr> (<'XlI'pt if 
he~lrd in inferior It'urtsl. . 

- Ju\'('nill' (if no F.,mily C"urtl. 

jury trials. 

MAGISTRATE COURT (319) 
319 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Law and I.lndlord-tenant under $200 

(but may "My ttl $1,0001. 
- Cnminal with fine less than $200 

or sentence less than 30 da)'5, FelLlny 
prelimin.uies. No criminal jurisdiction 
jf then-is.l County Court. 

jury trj,lls. 
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MUNICIPAL COURT (241) 
241 jud);es 
jurisdieti,ln: 
- Municip.,lordin<1JKe "jul.lIi"ll>. 

crimin.ll with fine less th.m $1 00 
.1Od senten,,' 1('55 th.ltl 30 d.,yS. 

Jury trials. 

] Courl uf 
1.151 

resort 

Courlof 
!\<,ner.,1 

jurisdidillll 

Cuurls of 
limited 

jurisdictiun 

, . 

"-1 

~ 
\ 

, 
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I Cases: 
Appeals; 

SOUTH CAROLINA SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

CfvflJ ., ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crill1inalJ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy: 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

552 
231 

123 Postconviction ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 appea 1 s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N7A 906 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction ..................................... .. 
Disciplfnary matter ....................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Requests to appeal .......................................... . 

Total other cases ........................................... .. 

N/A 4 
N/A 11 
N/A 15 

-W -rs-

Tota 1 cases .................................................... . N/A 921 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions .................................................... .. __ 0 
-ill. 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 0 976 

Manner of disposition 

Regular opinions •••••••••••••••••••• 253 
Rul e 23 (memorandum opinions) ....... 387 
Dismissal........................... 35 

Total ................................ 675 

Disposer:! 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N7A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 

~ 

945 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

End 
J?£-: :-'L-

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N7A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 

-1!. 
31 

A case is counted in this court only when it is docketed. Notices of appeal are filed on many cases that are never docketed. 
- There wer~ 2,071 notices of appeal filed with this court during 1980; however, 831 were dismissed. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Civil appeals include "straight" and Rule 29 appeals and appeals of cases from the Family Court. 
Criminal appeals include regular and "no merit" appeals. 

Source: The Judicial Department of South Carolina 1980 Annual Report (Darlington, South Carolina). except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA CIRCUIT COURTab 
Court of general jurisdiction 

16 circuits. 31 judges b 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Civild: 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Criminal d: 
Felony/mis~emeanor: ..................... . 

Criminal J •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal j ••••••••••••••..••.••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.• 

Grand totalj ................................................... ,. 

Begi nm n9 
pending 

22,661f 

7,790f 

7.790f 

30,451f 

Filed 

38,359 

34.147 

34.147 

72,506 

Disposed 

41.330 

33,722 

33,722 

75,052 

End : 
pending 

19,690 

8,215 

8,215 

27,905 

Criminal Dispositions 

Convi cti on ........................ . 1,161 
25,448 

141 
335 

1,728 
4,366 

14 

Age of pendinq caseload 

0-90 91-180 181-365 
days ~ ~ 

365-540 Over 540 
~ days 

Guilty plea--whole charge •••••••••• 
Guilty plea--other charge •••••••••• 

Crimi nal: 
Fe lony /misdel:leanOr 2,426 1.429 1,141 679 2,540 

Acquittal ............. •••••••• .. ••• 
Dismissed (judicial dismissal) ... .. 
Nol-prossed ...................... .. 
Bail forfeiture (bond estreated) ••• 
Transferred ....................... . 529 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

d· t' cases are heard in court of Common Pleas, criminal cases 
aCourt ju~is !C lon:

t
. S th Carolina is divided into two parts: civil 

The CIrcuIt Cour In au 1\ , 

in the Court of General SessIons: '. 
bparticular court or reporting system lnformhtlod· t and all cases pending in them were transferred to the Circuit Court. 

On July I, 1980 th7 County Courts were P ase au, 
dCase d~f~nition air unlttO~ c~~ht~he filin9 of a petition or complaint. 

A cIvIl case s coun.e WI . h mber of indictments. 
The.crimina} ca~: unltfof ~~~ni9~~ ~o~r~Uyear does not equal the 7nd pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

fBegl~nlng pend.ng ~gure. °trhe annual report and additional informatIon. 
Fl gures are as gnen In . . . C t and 

jExp I anati on of data i ncl uded 1 n the category. 1 .. 1 d gr.'JOd total include cri mi nal cases handl ed 1 n the County ollr 
Criminal data for felony/misdemeanor, tota crImIna, an 

Civil and Criminal Court. I 
S~uth Carolina). StatisticS are from annua 

The Judicial Department of South Carolina, Annual Report 1980 (Darlington. 
Source: j'eport except that totals have been computed ~,;jere necessary. 

SOUTH CAROLINA MAGISTRATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

319 courts, 319 magistrates 
January 1, 1980 to Decenber 31, 1980 

-
CiYild: 

Law: 
Civil •••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ................................................... .. 

Criminald: 
Mi sdemeanor: Non-traffic ................................................. . 
Prel imi nary heari ng ........................................... . 

Total criminal ................... • .. • .... • .. • .... • ...... • .. • .. •• 

Traffic: 
DIII/DUI: Driving under the influence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation: 

Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic ................. • .. •• .. •• ........ • ........ • ...... • 

Grand total ••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Begl nnl ng 
pending 

X 
...-![lif 

X 

x 
__ X 

X 

426 

Filed Disposed 
ena 

pending 

90.748 91.65B ~ 

90,748 91,65B 2,122 

82,869 X X 

19.847 19.379 1.442 

102,716 X X 

10,725 X X 

417,077 ----L ---.l. 

427.802 X X 

621,266 620,860 7,688 

\ 
\ 
I 

\ 
\ 
I 
! , 
i , 
I 
I 

1··.

'-'·'· 

.: 1 
i 

:' ~ 

1 , Criminal dispositions 

Jm NOn-jUr~ 
16.98 
98,844 

115,826 

Total 
TT,'4T9 

102,003 
119.482 

Misdemeanor Preliminary 
Ci vit •••••••••••••••• and traffic Eearing 
Criminal and traffic. 3,159 Forfeiture/guilty plea •••• 407,820 

Total ................. 3,656 Nol Pros ................. . 
Bound over •••••••••••••••• 
Discharged .............. .. 

Boldface headings indicate the c!::ssifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
)( = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by cate90r~/. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of arrest warrants or official summons filed with the court. 

1,355 
14,458 
3,566 

A jury trial is counted if the case is concluded by jury, and ,judgment on the verdict has been rendered and filed. A non-jury 
trial is counted wh~n jUdgment has been rendered and filed. 

fBp.ginning pending fi9ure for the 1980 court year does nnt equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

Source: The Judicial Departmp.nt of South Carolina, Annual Report 1980 (Darlington, South Carolina). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

SOUTH CAROLINA PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

46 courts, 46 judges 
January 1, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court for 1980. 

SOUTH CAROLINA MUNICIPAL CQURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

241 courts, 241 judges 
January 1, 1980 to Oeceflber 31, 1980 

Criminal d: 
Hi sderneanor: 

Non-traffic ................................................. . 
Ordinance violation: 

Huni ci pa 1 ordi nance ......................................... . 
Preliminary hedring ........................................... . 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI: 

DUI first .................................................. .. 
Other traffic violation: 

Other tra ffi c ............................................... . 

Total traffic 

Grand total 

Beglnmng 
pending 

X 

X 
.-1lQ. 

)( 

X 

__ X 

X 

5,688 

Filed Disposed 

42,901 X 

45,836 X 
~ ~ 

94,250 X 

6,942 )( 

.152 ,387 X 

159,329 X 

253.579 253,916 

Criminal and traffic dispositions 

Misdemeanor. ordinante 
J~li~ Non-jUr~ Total 

Criminal and traffic .. 2, 51,87 Sil,f51l Forfeiture/guilty plea •• 
Nol pros .............. .. 
Bound over •••••••••••••• 
Discharged •••••••••••••• 

violation and traffic 
194,638 

Bol dface headi ngs i ndi cate the cl ~ss ifi cat i ons u~ed by the CSIM project. 
N/A = Yhis case type is handled by the court, bltt the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of cou~t: 
The crirninal case unit of count is the number of arrest warrants or official summons filed with the court. 

tnd 
pending 

X 

X 
800 

X 

X 

__ X 

X 

5,351 

Preliminary 
hearing 

425 
3,758 

940 

A jury trial is counted if the case is concluded by jury, and judgment on the verdict has been rendered and filed. A non-jury 
trial is counted when the case is concluded without a jury trhl. 

Source: The Judicial Department of South Carolina, Annual Report 1980 (Darlington, South Carolina). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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SOUTIl CAROLINA FAMILY COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

16 courts, 46 judges 
Janua~ 1, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

Domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vi1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

12,693 
X 

Total civil X 

Trafficj: . 
Other traffic vfo1atfonJ X 

Tota 1 tra ffi c ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Juveni lej •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile X 

Grand total 

Age of pending caseload 

Filed 

43,054 
__ X 

X 

---.!. 
X 

53,184 

0-90 91-180 181-270 271-365 366-540 Over 540 
days ~ .~ ~ ~ days 

Grand total •• 7,482 4,534 1,645 468 245 84 

Boldface headin9s indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Disposed 

42,874 
__ X 

X 

__ x 

X 

X 

53,138 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total L,;t were not available by category. 
-- ~ Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

fBeginning figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pendin9 figure for the 1979 court year: 
. Figures are as given in the annual report. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

The traffic jurisdiction of this court i~cludes juvenile traffic law violation cases, only. 
The j;,;v!.!!1i1e jurisdiction of this court includes criminal-type offense, non-offense, and other juvellile cases. 

End 
pending 

12,873 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

14,462 

Source: The Judicial Department of South Carolina, Annual Report 1980 (Darlington, South Carolina). Statistics were from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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SOUTH DAKOTA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

CIRCUIT COURT (8) 

CIRCUIT COURT (8) 
Jl'llud,.wb. 
luri,di,Il<>Il: 
.. ('Ivil ,'rll~1I)!>. dOIlW::otlll"t'I.,til1m,_ 

prllb,ltl'. 
.. r\ .. h'lllll!o-. llli~dt.'1l)l,l"l1lll·'. 
• ''''',·nil,·. 
..\dmiIH~lr'ltl\'l' "pp(,l(ll~, 

hll'Y 1",.11, 

SUPREME COURT 
5 illstilt'~ 
1 uri,dil'II<'1l: 
• A ppel/., I" jUCI.dl<il<'n. Ongin.,I.llld 
n'nH'di~,1 \\,I·it~, 

LA WYER MAGISTRATES 
Divisi'lI1 of Cireuil Courl 
7 f:,".ti~lP .111d 12 p.1rHime m.l/lislr.llos 
JUrlSdlCllon: 
• Ci\'il.ll'ti,'ns ul1dr( $2,000, 

Sm., II d.lil11s, I11l'l1t.ll he.llth, 
- ;V1i~~l'l1ll"llwrs, l1rdin,lIlU" \'lllIMillI1S. 

f"·l'llIllin.H), he.1rings. C"Il1Il1i1til1g 
tlhlHlstr.ltC' .. s("lrl'h w,nr.lnt .un'st 
W,1rrllnt. S(\f\'e ,tS ("t.!(llJ1er. 
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LA Y MAGISTRATES 
DiI'i::i(1I1"( Cirruil ('''Uri 

87 Illy IlMAbtr,lt€'s. 01 llf \\'hi~ h .11'P 111~l' 
rlerb "r <,<,urI. 

Iurbdirii"l1; 

• C;"il.'rli'H," .1I1d ::111.111 ".lil1" lI"d.,!' 
$500 (lIl1ront"'I~d) 

- (~uiltr plt,ltlS [(11' mbdt.'I1H.-'tllH')l'!- .llld "1"
dIlMl\l'~ \'iol.lti\\Il$, Pn'Ii'l1in.\I\' 
hCttrings, ~("HL'h \\',lIT.lnt. ,1ITt;~t W.lf. 
rMH. SC'r\'(' 11S l"t.lfOIll'I', 

N"juryt"i,lk 

] COlll'tn( 
1.1>1 

resort 

C"UI'lll( 

~l'IWt\ll 
11In~dit.:IH'n 



f 
SOUTH DAKOTA SUPREME COURT 

Court of 1 ast resort 
5 justices 

July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Cases: 

BegInnIng 
pending 

Appeals: --X 
Tota 1 appea 1 s •••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bail ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Writs ................................................... . 
Certificate of probable cause •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Execution stay ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Certiorari .............................................. . 
Other ................................................... . 

Total .................................................... . 
DiscipHnary: 

Attorney suspension ..................................... . 
Advisory opinion .......................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Requests to appeal: 

Petition for allowance of appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases ............................................. . 

Total cases .................................................... . 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
--X 

276 

Filed 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

20 

28 
---;w 

359 

Manner of disposition Status of pendin2 caseload 

Di sposed 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
--X 

346 

(6/30/80) 

Opi nli)n ••••••• " ................. 170m Not ready for calendar .......... 114 
Order of di smi ssa 1 or deni a 1 124m Ready for argument/submission ••• 

Submitted and pending ••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM proj~ct. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavaIlable. 

57 
118 

X = The dat~ for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Appeals filed figure includes reinstated appeals. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
These 170 opinions disposed of 202 cases. 
There were 95 cases disposed of by the 93 orders of dismissal; the 31 orders of denial disposed 31 cases. 

End 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
--X 

289 

Source: State Court Administrator's Office, Benchmark: Annual Report of the South Dakota Unified Judicial System, FY 1980 
(Pierre, South Dakota: January, 1981). StatJstlcs are from tile annual report except that totals have completed where 
necessary. 
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SOUTH OAKOTA CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

8 Circuits, 36 judgesC 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Civil d: 
Small claims .................................................. . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce .................................................. . 

Adoption ................................................... .. 
Total ........................................................ . 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Probate ................................................... . 
Hental health ................................................. . 
Other ci vil .................................................. . 

Tota 1 ci vil ··················,,'io,·····,·.··,.·.,., .. '.'.I11 ••••••• 

Criminal d: 
Felony ........................................................ . 
Mi sdemeanor: 

Class 1~ .................................................... . 
Class 2J .................................................... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 cri mi na 1 .................................................. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Cl ass 2j ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petty offensej ............................................. .. 

Total ....................................................... . 

Total traffic .................................... ,. ............. . 
Juveni 1 edk : 

Criminal-type offense: 

BegInnIng 
pendin2 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

--1!& 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

--1!& 
N/A 

Delinquency.................................................. N/A 
Status offense: 

Child in need of supervision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Other juvenil e: 

Juvenile ..................................................... ,~ 

Total juvenile ............... , ................................. . N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 

Trial d 

Jury Non-jury Total 
Civil : 

Filed Disposed 

16,432 13.960 

3.518 3,404 
516 N/A. 

4,034 3,4041 

4.223 N/A 
599 N/A 
~ -li& 

34.543 17.364i 

2,8091 3,521 

8,7571 9,441 
(j)~ (j l. 

~11 9,441..1 

11,5661 12,962i 

115,829jl 112.113j 
1,4811 1,267. 

117,31Ojl 113,380J 

117, 310j 1 113,380j 

3,182 N/A 

411 N/A 

~ ---1iL!\ 
5,426 N/!\ 

168.845 143,706i 

Criminal and traffic dispositions 

Small clillillS ................ 
Harriage dissolution •••••••• 

2,119 2,119 Guilty plea/dismissed ••••• ~e,l3? 
Class 1 & 2 
misdemeanors 
117,372 

1,339 Preliminary hearing held.. 940 762 762 
Other civil 154 923 ................. 1,077 

Total ........................ 154 3,804 3,958 
Criminal and traffic: 

Felony ...................... 117 32 149 
Misdemeanors classes 1 & 2 .. 242 2,601 2,843 

Total •••••• 1, ••••••••••••••••• 359 2,633 2,992 
Grand total .................... 513 6,437 6,950 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- • Not applicable. 

CJudge information: 

Civil dispositions 

Default. 
Small claims ............... 1f;8iIT' 
Marriage dissolution ....... 2,642 
Other ci vl1 ................ 5,984 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-!Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-!Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-!Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

-!Y.A 
N/A 

N/A 

Total 
119,804 

2,279 

This court is also served by 7 full-time and 12 part-time lawyer magistrates (11.7 FTE), 26 lay magistrates, and 61 lay 
magistrates/clerks (6.1 FTE). 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
The juvenile cas~ unit of count is the number of referrals. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is ~~Iorn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

(continued on next page) 
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I 
South Dakota Circuit Court (continued) 

iData are not complete: 

Total misdenleanor and total criminal filed and disposed figures do not include criminal Class 2 misdemeanors. They are included in the grand total figures. 
Total civil disposed does not include adoption. pl'oLate, mental health. or other civil cases •. 
Criminal fi led and disposed figures do not include criminal Class 1 misdemeanors. These fjglJr~~ ar;? in::luded in the grand . total figures. 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 
Offenses included in Class 1 misdemeanors are reckless driving, simple assault, and driving while intOXicated. 
Offenses inclUded in Class 2 misdemeanors are approximately 80% traffic cases. The remaining 20% are criminal cases and 

include disorderly conduct, prostitution, and gambling. Petty offenses are defined as vehicle equipment violations. The 
total number of these cases ril~d and disposed are given in the traffic category since traffic is the majority of these cases. 

. Traffic data for OWI/OUI cases are included in with the Class 1 misdemeanor data on the court profile. KAdditional information: 

The juvenile caseload is handled by the court serVices department. There were 62.5 full-time equivalent court service officers during 1980. 
ISpecial source or revision in the data: 

Filing figures for criminal and traffic cases were Supplied by the Adminis.trative Office of the Court during data verification. 

Source: State Court Administrator's Office, Benchmark: Annual Report of the South Dakota Unified Judicial System, FY 1980 
(Pierre, South Dakota: January 1981). Statlstlcs are from thel5'feiii1ia/ report except that totals have been computed 
where necessary, and additional information was supplied by the Administrative Office of the Court during data verification. 

( 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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TENNESSEE COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

CHANCERY COURT 
(21) 
27"h,lnrl'//ors 
Jurisdiction: 

t 
LAW AND EQUITY 
COURT (4) 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction, 

SUPREME COURT 
S,usticc,; 
Jurisdkti(ln: 
- Constitution.,l issues, wurkmen's 

eOOlpens.ltion, and stolte revenue 
appeals. 

- Cunstitutiunality of a statute or 
ordin,lnC(, 

- ReView of other appel/,He court 
decisions, 

CIRCUIT COURT (31) 
58 judges 
JUrisdiction: 

CRIMINAL COURT (13) 

• E<luity C,ISCS Ol'cr $50. dil'orce 
"dllptilln, ,lnd rivil''olses (eXCl.~t 
turl), Appe'lls of .1dmlnistr,1tiVl' 
\ll;(.lnl)' l'tlS(l.b. 

- Loll\' ,lnu equit), ('olses (lver $50. 
Jury tri,lls, 

• Cuntr,lcts and demands (lver 
$50 ($3,000 for sume counties). 
dlvllrce, landlurd ,lnd ten,lnt, 
adopliun. equity.eh,lneer)'. 

26 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• F'l'lunies, Illisdemc"llor •. 
Appe"ls de nuvo, 

App,·.ll. de' nOl'u, 

PROBA TE COURT (7) 
2 judges; 1 Count)' judge, 5 
gene,.,l/ session judges ,llsu 
SlJfVC 

Jurisdiction, 
Administr,lliun (If ~'SI.1te". 
probo1le of Wills, glloll'di,'I1Ship. 

Nu jUry tri"ls. 

t l"die.1!cs ruute of ,lppe.,/. 

COUNTY COURT (95) 
81 judgc$,lnd 20 ('llUl1ly 

~h'lironen 
Jurisdicti<lil: 
- P/,\.bolle• "doninistr,Hiol1 of 
llst.ltC~. 

- ]Uwnik· (if no Juvenile Cuurt). 
Nu JUI'y tri,lIs. 

JUSTlCE OF THE PEACE 
COURT (2) 
2justk~.llr Ih<:> pr.l((' 
Jurisdiction. 
• CiVil ,1(!iUI1S tlndcl' $3.000. 
- Misdel11Nnors ((ilw less th.ltl $50. 
$~nt('nC('I~'ss th.ln 1 YNrl. 

Nu jury trl"ls. 

Appe'lls de novo. 

Jury trials. 

.... 

JUVENILE COURT(14) 
1S j~venile judges, :aJgcner,ll 
~esslOn jUdges, 1 I,ll\, and equity 
,udge. 2 cO'Jnty judges. ,lnd 8 
county l'xerulivcs ,tis (I serw 
JUrisdiction: 
- Ad.ults cuntributinll tu 

delinquency of minur. 
• JUVenilc. 

Nu jury tri,l!. 

Jury tri,lls. 

Dyer. tbson, Montgumery, 
,lnd Sullivan Counties. 

, C;"i."t,m,o,1. el" C'~'o,", 
GENERAL SESSIONS 
COURT (92) 
"',? f~I/ •. tillle ,1nU "'38 P,lrt-time judgcs 
Jur,sd,ctIOn: 
- Civil C,lses under $S,Ooo.l,lndlord ,1nd 

teno\llt. Recowr), uf person,,1 property 
to $10.000. Equity cases undl'r $1,500. 
Some ('ourts heM divon'c, wurkmen's 
compens,lIiun. 

• Misdcml·.,llors (fllw less th,'n $50, 
sentence less th'lll 1 ye.lr), prellmil",r)' 
heMongs. 

- SOllll' courts he,lr juvl'nile. 
No jury trl.ll. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (~300) 
1'12j udllcs 
Jurisdictiun: 
• Cit~· ordlll,lI1Ce \'j(I/,\liuIlS ({jOt' les; 

th"11 $50, senlt'n,'" !t·ss th"11 30 d.,yS). 
Nu JUI'Y I ri,lls. 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Intermedi,He 
'lppel/ate 

CUurts 

Cuurts of 
Rener,ll 

jurisdiction 

Cuurts "f 
lil11it"d 

jurisdictiun 



r 
TENNESSEE SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals ................................ , ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals .................................................. . 

Other cases: 
Requests to appeal: 

Certiorari ............................................... .. 
Total other cases ........................................... .. 

Total cases .................................................... . 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

991 
-gg-1 

Disposition of cases 

Affirmed ........................... . ~ 
Reversed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed and remanded ••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed in part--reversed in part •• 
Reversed and dismissed •••••••••••••• 
Hodi fi ed and a ffi rmed .............. . 
Affirmed and remanded ••••••••••••••• 
Order denying petition •••••••••••••• 
Dismissals ......................... . 
Remanded ........................... . 
Transferred ........................ . 
Granted ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Denied ............................. . 
Other ............................. .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
-- : Not applicable. 

20 
39 
10 
7 
6 

24 
17 
6 
8 

15 

2 

Filed 

131 (78)& 
m(1W 

602 
602 

Requests 
to appeal 

78 
509 

15 

Total 
~ 

20 
39 
10 
7 
6 

24 
17 

6 
8 

15 
78 

509 
17 

Disposed 

221 
221 

524 (78)e 
524 (78)e 

745 (78)e 

End 
pending 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: . 
Petitions for certiorari granted are not counted as disposed until ~he appeal 1S disposed; a filing is not counted for the 

resulting appeal. These granted petitions are the numbers appear1ng in parentheses. 
hFigure was computed: 

End pending data were computed f,'om beginning pending, filed and disposed figures. 
lSpecial source or revision in the data: f h 

Beginning pending data for 1980 were taken from the 1979 Annual Report where they are given as end pending figures or t e 
1979 court year. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1980 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessa'~. 

TENNESSEE COURT OF APPEALSa 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 divisions, 12 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil .•...••...•.......•..•.••.........••......••..•.... ., ...• 
Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Requests to appeal .......................................... . 

Tota 1 other cases ........................................... .. 

Total cases •••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beg1nn1ng 
pending 

2981 
2"91fl 

2981 

434 

Filed 

B06 

Disposed 

741 
-m 

741 

End 
pending 

363h 

I 
I 

{ . [ 

r! 
t~ 
1 

.' t 

I 
-1 

ti 
I 
'I 

J 
1 

'I 

1 

Oisposition of appeals 

Affi rmed ............................... 255 
Reversed ............................... 12 
Reversed and remanded •••••••••••••••••• 104 
Affirmed in part and reversed in part.. 28 
Reversed and di smi ssed ................. 31 
Remanded ............... ................ 23 
Modified and affirmed •••••••••••••••••• 44 
Affi rmed and remanded .................. 111 
Order denying petition ••••••••••••••••• 33 
Other .................................. 6 
Di smi ssed .............................. 86 
Transferred ............................ 8 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space: Not enough information is ~nown. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 

aCourt juriSdiction: 
This court has civil jurisdiction only. 

hFigure was computed: 

l End pending data were computed from beginning pending, filed and disposed data. 
Special source or revision in data: 

Beginning pending data for 1980 were taken from the 1979 Annual Report where they are given as end pending data for the 1979 court year. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee. 1980 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

TENNESSEE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALsa 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 divisions, 9 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Begl nm ng 
pending Filed 

Criminal .................................................... . 
Tota 1 appeals ................................................ . 

x 
--X 704 

-m4 
Other cases: 
Total other cases .............................................. x 

Total cases ..................................................... 2931 

Disposition of cases 

Affi rmed ............................... 455 
Reversed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 
Reversed and remanded •••••••••••••••••• 50 
Affirmed in part and reversed in part.. 16 
Reversed and dismissed ••••••••••••••••• 17 
Remanded ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• 5 
Modified and affirmed .................. 11 
Affirmed and remanded •••••••••••• ,..... 6 
Order denying petition ••••••••••••••••• 13 
Other .............................. ~..... 2 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 113 
Transferred ............................ 2 

10 

714 

Disposed 

X 
--X 

X 

694 

Boldfaca headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space· Not enough information is ~nown. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X ~ The data for this ~ase type are known to be. included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
This court has cri~j~a1 jurisdiction only. 

hFigure was computed: 
End pending data were computed from beginning pending, filed and disposed data. 

lSpec ial source or reviSion in data: 

End 
pending 

X 
--X 

X 

313h 

Beginning pending data for 1980 were obtained from the 1979 Annual Report where they are giVen as end pending data for the 
1979 court year. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of TenneSsee, 1980 Annual Report (NashVille, Tennessee). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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TENNESSEE CIRCUIT COURT AND CRIMINAL COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

31 circuits, 58 judges; 13 circuits, 26 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Civild: 
Tort: 

Oamages/torts ............................................... . 
Contract: 

Contracts/debts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rea 1 property ri ghts: 

Rea 1 estate matters ......................................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................... . 
Petitions modifications •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Support/custody: 

Red proca 1 support ........................................ . 
Adoption .................................................... . 
Other domestic relations .................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Estate: 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Trusts .................................................... . 

Other estate: 
Probate/conservatorship/guardianship ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Mental health .................................................. . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Appeal from administrative hearing ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax matter ................................................ . 
Workmen's compensation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Appeal of trial court case: 

Appeal from lower court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Extraordinary writ: 
Special remedy ............................................. .. 

Other civil: 
Contempt proceeding ......................................... . 
Other non-domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Begl nOJ ng 
pending 

x 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

__ X 

Filed 

10.273 

2.906 

795 

20,831 
2.862 

23,693 

4,191 
872 
386 

29,142 

7 

98 
105 
344 

118 
7 

3,150 
3,275 

5,066 
8,341 

203 

623 
661 

1,284 

Disposed 

X 

X 

x 

X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

iotal civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 54,3051 53,398 47.977 

Criminal d: 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Acts against persons ........................................ . 
Acts against property ....................................... . 
Acts against public ......................................... . 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Traffic: 
OWI/DUl: 

x 
X 
X __ X 

X 

4,254 
18,987 
8,221 

31,462 

31,462 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

DWl ........................................................... X 
~ __ x 

X Total traffic ................................................... X 3,097 

Grand total ............... ........................................ 79.1551 87,957 77,479 

Civil dispositions 

Judgment after trial •••••••••••••••• 
Default judgment •••••••••••••••••••• 
Settled ........................... .. 
Dismissed ......................... .. 
Divorce decree •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoption decree ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Terr.lination in probate ............ .. 
Ruling of petition •••••••••••••••••• 
S"mmary judgment .................. .. 
Transfer to another court ••••••••••• 
Special remedy relief ••••••••••••••• 
Cite for' contempt ................. .. 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

5,218 
859 

6.921 
13,710 
15,511 

712 
80 

2,912 
409 
475 

45 
346 
778 

436 

Criminal and traffic dispositions 

Convicted after trial ............... 1,970 
Acquitted ........................... 799 
Guilty plea ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 18.247 
Dismissed ........................... 3,678 
Nolle prosequi •••••••••••••••••••••• 1,878 
Remanded--general sessions •••••••••• 120 
Speci a 1 remedy reI i ef ............... 504 
Transfer to another court ••••••••••• 45 
Unapprenended defendant ••••••••••••• . 551 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1.710 

End 
pending 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

___ X 

59.726h 

X 
X 
X 

__ X 

X 

__ X 

X 

89,633h 

I 

Boldface headings indicate the claSSifications used by the CSHI project. 
X = The data for this Case type are known to be included In the total but were not available by category. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A ci vll case is countect \'Iith the fl1 I ng of a petiti on or complai nt. 
The criminal case unit ~f count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

hFigure was computed: 
The end pending figure was computed from filed, disposed. and beginning pending data. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Beginning pendi n9 data were obtained from the 1979 Annual Report where they are given as the end pending figures for the 1979 court year. 

Source: Executive Secretary. Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1980 Annual Report (NashVille. Tennessee). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

TEN~ESSEE LAW AND EQUITY COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

4 courts, 4 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Child: 
Tort: 

Damages/torts .............................................. . 
Contract: 

Contracts/debts ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights: 

Real estate matters ....................................... .. 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ••..•••••.•• 0 •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Petitions ............................................... .. 
Total ....................... ,., •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Support/custody: 
Reciprocal support •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Adoption •••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other dorestic relations .................................. . 

Total ....................................................... . Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Probate ........................................ , ......... . 
GUardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Trusts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ...................................................... .. 

Mental health ............................... , ................ . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administratIve agency case: 
Workmen's compensation ................................... . 
Appeal from administrative hearing •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax matter ............................................... . 

Total ..................................................... . 
Appeal of trial court case: 

Appeal from lower court , •• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total .• 1 ••••••••••••••• 1 \I •• ••••• 1 I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Extraordinary writ: 
Special remedy ............................................. . 

Other civil: 
Contempt ................................................... . 
Other non-domestic relations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....•.•.. I. I ••••••••••••••••••• 11 ••••••• 1 ••••••••••••••• 

Total ci vll .................................................... 

Grand total . .................................................... . 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

x 
X 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

__ X 

4,9501 

4,9501 

Civil dispositions 

Judgment after trial •••••••••••••••••• 268 
Default judgment •••••••••••••••••••••• 48 
Settled............................... 275 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 989 
Divorce decree ••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,457 
Adoption decree ••••••••••••••••••••••• 92 
Termination of probate •••••••••••••••• 73 
Ruling on petition •••••••••••••••••••• 167 
Summary judgment ...................... 6 
Transfer to another court ••••••••••••• 227 
Special remedy relief ................. 21 
Cite for contempt ••••••••••••••••••••• 77 
Other ................ , ....... "........... 51 

437 

Filed 

351 

345 

99 

2,007 
206 

2.213 

359 
144 

21 
2.737 

177 

19 
196 

37 

215 
5 

17 
237 

88 
325 

33 

136 
85 

-m 
4,344 

4,344 

Disposed End 
pending 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X __ X 

3.757 !i,53 f t; 

3.757 5.S37h 

(continued on next page) 
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Tennessee Law and Equity court (continued) 

Boldface he~dings i~dicate the classlk'ficat~on; ui~~I~~e~n~nC~~~ ~~~~~c~~~ ~~re not available by category. 
X = The data for thIs case type are nown 0 e - . 

dCase definition or unit of count: . . i t 
A civil case is counted with the ~ilin~ of a petItIon or compla n • 
A jl' ry tri ali s counted when the JU ry I s sworn. 

hFigure was comp~ted:. t d f filed disposed and beginning pending data. The end pendIng fIgure was compu e rom, , 
1 Special so~rc~ or rev~sio'1 in the databt: . d from the 1979 Annual Report where it is gi ven 

The begInnIng pendIng figure was 0 alne 
as the end pending figure for the 

1979 court year. 
1 R t (N shvl11e Tennessee). Statistics are from the 

Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1980 Annua epor a , Source: annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

TENNESSEE CHANCERY COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

21 chancery divisions, 27c chancellors 
January I, 1980 ~o December 31, 1980 

Child: 
Tort: Damages /torts ................................... , •••••••••••• 
Contract: 

Contracts/debts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights: 

Real estate matters ......................................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................... . 
Petitions modifications ................................... . 

Total ............. ••••• ...... ••• .. •• .. • .. •••••••••••••••• .. • 
Support/custody: 

Reciprocal support ................. •••••• .. •••••• .. •••••••• 
Adoption ..................................................... . 
Other domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........... •••••••••• .... ••••• ...... •••• .. ••••••••••••••• 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Probate ............ •••••• .. ••• .. ···:········ .. •••••••••••• • 

Guardianship/conservatarship/trusteeshlP: 
Trusts ............................................... , ••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Mental health ................................................. . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Workmen's compensation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal from administrative hearing ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax. matter ................................................ . 

Total ......................................... ,., ••••••••••• 
Appeal of trial court case: 

Appeal from lower court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ................................... >0 .................. . 

Extraordinary writ: 
Special remedy .. , ••••••••• • .... ••• .. •••••••••••••• .. •••• .. ••• 

Other ci vil : 
contempt .................................................... . 
Other non-domestic relations ••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................ ••• .. • .. • .. • .. ••••••• .. •••••••••••••••••• 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

x 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X __ X 

Total civil .............................. " ................. , ...... . ?'5,4261 

Grand total ............... ··········,,··· .. • .. •• .. ••••••• .. •••••• 
35,4261 

Civil dispositions 

Judgment after trial ................ •••• .. 
Default judgment •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Settled ............ ••••• .. ••••••·•••••••• • 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••• •••••••• .. • .. •• • 
Di vorce decree ........................... . 
Adoption decree ................ • .... •• .. •• 
Termination of probate •••••••••••••••••••• 
Ruling on petition ....................... . 
Summary judgment ......................... . 
Transfer to another court ••••••••••••••••• 
Speci a 1 remedy reI i ef .................... . 
Cite for contempt ....................... .. 
Other .................................... . 
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Filed 

541 

5,147 

1,929 

15,788 
2,556 

18,344 

78 
1,483 

219 
20,124 

I,B50 

60 
1,910 

393 

2,884 
207 
192 

3,283 

20 
3,303 

719 

409 
1,2BO 
~ 
35,755 

35,755 

3,835 
851 

2,829 
7,651 

11,412 
1.284 
1,062 
1,872 

145 
III 
188 
486 
809 

Disposed 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
)( 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X-

_1. 
32,535 

32,535 

End 
pending 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

38.646h 

38,646h 

I 

I) 

i 
-j 
f 
j 
1 
I 
I , 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
X a The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

CJudge information: 
Circuit judges hear chancery cases in the Special 11th and 17th Chancery Divisions. Chancery cases in Dyer and Gibson 

Counties are heard by the judge of the Law and Equity Court since there is no Chancery Court in either of these two 
counties. Five percent of the dispositions were handled by judges temporarily assigned to hear chancery cases. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

hFigure was computed: 
The end pending figure was computed from filed, disposed, and beginning pending data. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
The beginning pending figure was obtained from the 1979 Annual Report where it is given as the end pending figure for the 

1979 court year. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1980 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

TENNESSEE GENERAL SESSIONS CDURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

92 counties; 77 full-time and 38 part-time judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

BegInnIng 
pending 

Child; 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................... . N/A 
Petitions modifications .................................. .. N/A 

Total ..................................................... .. N/A 
Support/custody: 

Reci proca 1 support ................ " ....................... . N/A 
Other da.estic relations .................................... . N/A 

Total ........................................................ . -li!.A 
Total civil 

Grand total 

N/A 

N/A 

Civ;l dispositions; 

Dismissal......................... 544 
Divorce decree •••••••••••••••••••• 2,063 
RUlin9 on petition •• ,............. 175 
Transferred ••••••••••••••••••••••• 6 
Cite for contempt ••••••••••••••••• 11 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11 

Bo1 dface headi ngs i ndi cate the c I assifi cati ons used' by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but data are unavailable. 

Ffled 

2,778~ 
1241 

2,902i 

Oi 
11i 

2.9131 

2.91ji 

2,913i 

X • The data for this case type are included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

iOata are not complete: 
Data were reported for only 16 out of a possible 95 counties. 

Disposed 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

2,81O i 

2,81Oi 

2,810i 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1980 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necet~ary. 

TENNESSEE PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

7 courts, 2 judges; 1 county judge, and 5 general sessions judges also serve 
January I, 1980 tuDecember 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate court for 1980. 

TENNESSEE COUNTY COURT 
Court of lf~ited jurisdiction 

95 counties, 81 judges; 20 county chairmen also serve 
January I, 19BO to December 31, 19BO 

There were no data available for cases handled in the County Court for 1980. 
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TENNESSEE JUVENILE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

14 courts, 15 juvenile judges; 23 general session judges, 1 law and equity judge, 2 county judges, 
and 8 county executives also serve 

Janua~v I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Juvenile Court for 1980. 

TENNESSEE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts, 2 justices of the peace 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled by the Justice of the Peace Court in 1990. 

TENNESSEE MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

300 courts, 192 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1980. 
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PROBATE COURT (8) 
8 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Probate matters. 

I"dle.lles route uf .,ppNI. 

TEXAS COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT !cOURT OF CRIMINAL I ~PPEALS 9 justices 
Jurisdiction, 
Final appellate jurisdiction in 
civil and juvenile c"ses. I 

'1 judges 
jurisdiction: 

i -Fin,,1 appellate jurisdiction in 
cl'iminal cases 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
(14) 
51 justices 
Jurisdiction, 
- Civil appeals. 

~~C_iV_il ___________ C __ ri_~~i'n_a_I __ ~ J~ r-______________ ~A~ ______ __, 
DISTRICT COURT (300) CRIMINAL DISTRICT 
300 judges COURT (10) 
Jurisdiction, 10 judges 
- Civil "ctions Over $500, divorce, title Jurisdiction: 

to land, contested elcctions, probate. _ Felonies. 
- Felonies. 
- Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo in probale. 
Jury trials. 

CJ'I .l{1 

CONSTITUTIONAL 
COUNTY COURT (254) 
254ludges. 
jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions lIVer $200, .Ind under 

$1,000. 
- Exclusive jurisdictiun of mis

demeanors With fine greater than 
$200 or jail sentence except where 
there is Crimin.11 District Court. 

Appeals de novo. 
Six-man jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT* 
(:::::1,000) 
::::1.000 judges 
Jurisdlctilln; 
- Exclusive junsdiclilln over municipal 

llrdillolnCt' violatiolls. Misdeme.lI111rS 
with fine less th.lll $200. 

jury trials. 

Jury trials. 

COUNTY COURT AT LAW 
(no) 
110 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Ci\'il.lCtions under $5,000. Volried 

limited jurisdiction Ilver civil. 
- \",ried limited jurisdktilln over 

criminal. 
Apre.1ls de novo. 
Si~·m.ln jury trials. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURT* (956) 
9Sbjudges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil.lctillns under $500. 
- Crimill.,1 cases with fine less 

than $200. Prelim;".,r), 
hc.,rings. 

JUI')' td.lls. 

'Some Municlp.ll.lnd justice or the Pc.lce Cmlrts m.lY appeal to the District Court . 
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TEXAS SUPREME COURTa 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
ftabeas cOl'puS .......................................... .. 
Mandamus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Injunction ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................................... .. 
Advisory opinion: 

Certified question ...................................... . 
Total ...................................................... . 

Requests to appeal: 
Motions for leave to file petitions for writ of: 

Mandamus (civil) ....................................... .. 
Mandamus (criminal) ..................................... . 
Habeas corpus .......................................... .. 
Prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................... . 
Applications for writs of error •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total other cases ............................................ . 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

55h 
---s"5h 

01 
o 
o 
~l 
01 
01 

8 
2 
o 
1 

11 
187 
198 

198 

Total cases ....... ..................... ......................... 253 

Other proceedings: . 
Rehearing requestsJ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other matters: 41 

Hi sce 11 aneous mati ons ...................................... .. 

Total other proceedings ....................................... .. 41 

Disposition of cases 

Filed 

( 5)e 
(lO)e 
( Ole 

3 
3 (15)e 

1 
4 (I5)e 

130 
0 

17 
2 

149 
842 
991 
995 (ISle· 

1,014 (96)e 

429 

131 

560 

Disposed 

114 
114 

4 
10 
0 
3 

17 

1 
18 

120 ( 8)e 
2 ( Ole 

l1( 6)e 
3 ( Ole 136 ( 14 e 

750 ( 99)e 
886 (l13)e 
904 {1l3)e 

1,018 (113)e 

418k 

131 

549 

Manner of disposition 

Written opinion ••••••••• 123m 
Per curiam •••••••••••••• 20 

Affi rmed Court of Ci vil Appea 1 s ....................... . 
Affirmed judgment of trial court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed judgment of trial court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed Court of Civil Appeals, affirmed trial court •• 
Reversed and remanded to Court of Civil Appeals •••••••• 
Reversed and remanded to trial court ••••••••••••••••••• 

Civil 
~ls ---zr:-r 

o 

Reversed and rendered •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed as moot .................................... .. 
Writs granted ......................................... . 
Relator discharged (withdrawn by petitioner) ••••••••••• 

Status of pending cases (12/31/80) 

Set for submission...... ............ 14 
Under submission •••••••••••••••••••• 28 

Boldface headlngs lndlcate the classltlcatlons used by tne CslH proJect. 
-- = Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The Supreme Court is the court of last resort for civil cases only. 

1 
29.5 
19.5 
17.5 
14 
1 

End 
pendinL-

091 
0 
0 
0 
091 

Ogl 
Ogl 

10 
0 
0 
0 

10 
180 
190 

--urrg 

2329 

52 

52 

Original 
jurisdiction 

o 
17 
4 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: .. 
Motions for leave to file petitions for writs of mandamus, habr.as corpus! ~r pr~hibitlon, and applications for writs of error 

when granted are not counted as disposed cases until the associated orlglnal Jurisdiction cases or appeals ar
7 

disposed. 
Similarly a filing is not counted for the resulting original jurisdiction case or appeal. These granted petltions and applicati~ns are the numbers appearing in parentheses. . 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositlons: 
Figures are as given in the annual report or as calculated from data given in the annual report or SUpplied by the clerk of the court. 

hFigure was computed: 
Pending figures for civil appeals were calculated by subtracting the number of all other cases pending from the total number 

of cases pending given in the annual report. 
jExp1anation of data included in th~ category: 

Rehearing requests inclUde motions for rehearing of causes, motions for rehearing of applications for writs of error, motions 
for rehearing of motions for leave to file petition, and motions for rehearing on habeas corpus. 

kAdditional information: 
Of the 418 motions for rehearing disposed, 13 were granted. 

1Special source or revision in the data: 
Pending data for original proceedings cases were supplied by the clerk of the court. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
The court also filed 22 dissenting opinions and 9 concurring opinions. 

Source: Texas JUdicial CounCil, 52nd Annual Report 1980 (Austin, Texas: Hay, 1981). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was supplied by the clerk of the court 
during data verification. 
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TEXAS COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALSa 
Court of last resort 

g judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Criminal: 
Criminal .................................................. . 
Reinstated criminal ...................................... .. 
Applications for writ of habeas corpus, etc., granted ..... . 

Tota I appea 1 s ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 

BeglOnlng 
pending 

x 
X 
X 

J;"Z3lr 

Requests to appeal: 
Habeas corpus, mandamus, and prohibition ••••••••••••••••••• 48 

Total other cases ............................................. --qg-

Total cases................................. .................... 3,286 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests .............................................. 

Total other proceed; ngs ....................................... .. 

__ 0 

o 

Filed 

2,907 
122 

3,029 
(183)e 
(183)e 

2,242 
2,242 

5,271 (183)e 

569 

569 

Disposed 

X 
X 
X 

2,439 

1.939 f 183) f 
l,939183)e 

4,378 (183)e 

569 

569 

Hanner of disposition Disposition of cases 

End 
pending 

x 
X 
X 

4,011 

4,179 

__ 0 

o 

Other Other 
Appeals ~ proceedings ~ Affirmed ......................... . Appeals 

1,650 
32 

183 
121 

Requests 
to appeal 

Signed opinion 480m 
Per curiam •••••••••• 2,000 
With written order •• 7 x 90 

X 

480 
2,090 

69 

Status of pending appe~ls (12/31/~Ql 

Under submission on rehearing ••••••••••• 37 
Under original submission ••••••••••••••• 311 
Unsubmftted cases ••••••••••••••••••••••• 3,450 
Pending on motion for rehearing ••••••••• 6 
On appeal to U.S. Supreme Court ••••••••• 7 

Reformed and affirmed ••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed and remanded ••••••••••••• 
Reversed •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Remanded to trial cOUrt for 

hearing on punishment ......... .. 
Abated .......................... .. 
Reversed and dismissed or 

,'eformed to Show aqui tta 1 ....... 
Reversed and bail granted ••••••••• 
Granted with opinion •••••••••••••• 
Granted in part, denied in part ••• 
Granted With urder •••••••••••••••• 
Denied ........................... . 
No action •••••••••••••••••••••••• , 
Hearing ordered .................. . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space = Not e~ough information is known. The case category mayor may not be hand1~d by the court. 
X ~ The data for thlS case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. -- = Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

a 
13 

UO 

52 
o 

205 
2 

47 

37 

165 
o 
7 

1,768 
60 
74 

The Court of Criminal Appeals is the court of last resort for cri~inal cases only. It has no original jurisdiction. eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Applications for writ of habeas.corpus, etc., when granted, are ~ot counted as disposed until the associated habeas corpus 

appeal is disposed; a new fi11ng is not counted for the resultlng appeal. The applications granted are the figures 
f appearing in parentheses. Ninety-nine of these granted applications were disposed of with written opinion 
Beginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year:' h Figures are as given in the annual report. 
Figure was computed: 

End pending figure was computed from filing, dispOSition, and beginning pending data. There were q~ of the 227 habeas corpus petitions under consideration at year end. . 
mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

The court also filed 136 dissenting opinions, 53 concurring opinions, and 6 opinions dissenting in part, concurring in part. 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 52nd Annual Report 1980 (Austin, Texas: May, 1981). Statistics are from the- annual report except that totals have Seen computed where necessary. 
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TEXAS COURTS OF CIVIL APPEALSa 
Intermediate appellate court 

14 divisions. 51 justices 
January 1, 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Ci vi] •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota I appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proc.eedings ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ............................................ . 

Tota I cases •••• " ............................................. .. 

lleg1nnlng 
pending 

1.479 
T;479 

1,479 

Filed 

2.621 
2,62T 

2,621 

Manner of disposition Oisposition of appeals 

Disposed 

2,428 
2,428 

2,428 

Civil 
Written opinion •••••••••••••••••••• l,968m 
Per curiam ••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 134 

Affi rmed ......................................... "i,OIT 

Time interval data (average months) 

Filing to disposition •••••••••••••• 6.4 
Date of sUbmission to disposition 1.6 

Age of pending caseload 

Under 6 mJnths ••••••••••••••••••••• 1.070 
6+ to 12 months •••••••••••••••••••• 548 
Over 12 months ••••••••••••••••••••• 54 

Reversed and rendered •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 158 
Affirmed in part, reversed and rendered in part.. 38 
Affirmed in part, reversed and remanded in part.. 56 
Reversed and remanded •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 325 
Modified and/or reformed and affirmed •••••••••••• 92 
Oismissed with opinion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 170 
Dismissed without opinion •••••••••••••••••••••••• 303 
Otherwise disposed with opinion •••••••••••••••••• 178 
Otherwise disposed without opinion ••••••••••••••• 124 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
Blank space" Not enough information is known. The case mayor may not be handled by the court. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The Courts of Civil Appeals have civil jurisdiction only. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 

bnd 
pending 

1.672 
T;bi2 

1,672 

The 1.96B majority opinions included 1,744 in cases on the merits, 61 refusing rehearing, 20 granting rehearing, and 109 
dismissing appeals. and 34 other opinions. In addition. the court filed 20 concurring, and 4B dissenting opinions. 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 52nd Annual Report 1980 (Austin, Texas:· May, 1981). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that tot a I shave been computed where necessary. 

TEXAS DISTRICT COURT AND CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURTb 
Court of general jurisdiction 

300 courts. 300 judges; 10 courts. 10 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Civild: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Personal lnJury .......................................... .. 

Other tort: 
Personal injury ........................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Contract: 

Note ........... " ....................................................................... .. 
Real property rights: 

Condemnation ................................................ . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ........................................................................................... .. 

Support/custody •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other dow~stic relations: 

Nonadversa ryj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Appeal: 
Appeal of adMinistrative agency case: 

Workmen's compensation ................................... .. 
Tax •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extraordinary writ: 

Habeas corpus ........................................... , .. .. 
Other ci vi I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 

Total ci vi I ................................................... .. 

Beglnn1ng 
pending 

29.767f 

24,128 
53,895 

40,298 

1,139 

37,561 f 
U.288 

13,563 f 
ID9,411~f 

10,770f 
63,473f 
74,243 

1,071 f 
78.090 f 

358,148f 

444 

~"" ~..::l<l;.~""n:-.~~::.-:;~.'=::::..::::~;:~<:z;t';:;:..'1"~'~ .... (,;!.J, .. ~..zn.;:..=;.'-,,.-,,=_ .. '" •• c.~ ___ .""""""""""""- "":""'>""'.' ~'r""~_""'" '- ,<'<e' _. , • . 

15,155 

13,355 
2B,510 

35,363 

908 

140,238 
13,030 

24,326 
177 ,594 

7,996 
35,458 
43,454 

4,794 
43,231 

333,854 

Disposed 

14,283 

10,401 
24,684 

25,899 

676 

132,710 
8,BOO 

22,572 
164,082 

7,634 
16.939 
24,573 

4,623 
44.778 

289,315 

£nd 
pending 

30,639 

27,082 
57,721 

49,762 

1,371 

95,OB9 
12,518 

15,317 
122,924 

11,132 
81,992 
93,124 

1,242 
76,543 

402,687 

I 
\ 

I 

\ 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

crimina~l~d~:----------------'--------------------------------------------------------------__________________ _ 
Felony: 

Criminal categories • Misdemeanor ........................................ . 
Postconvi cti ~~. ~~dy;"'" ................................... .. 

Postconviction habeas corpus 
Other criMinal: ............................... .. 

51,l11f 
5,634f 

599f 
Contempt, ~xtradition ••••••••••••• 
Bond forfeltures .......... .. ....................... .. 

Total ................................. .. .................... " ........................................... ~ ........................... .. 
Total criminal 

317f 
6.539f 
~ 

64,200f .................................................. 
Juvenile: 

4,220 

Criminal-type offense' 
Del i nquency ....... : ........... . 

Status offense: •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

633 
---..Q 

4,853f 

Child in need of supervision Other juvenile ................................ . ................•.......... " ....••............. '2. 
Tota 1 juveni Ie .................................................... 

427,201f 
Grand total .................... , ................................ . 

Civil : Jurl. Non-,iur'y 

Auto tort •••••••••••••••• 
Contract ••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights ••••• 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution ••• 
Support/custody •••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................. . 
Appeal: 

Agency ................ . 
Other civil •••••••••••••• 

Total ................... .. 
Criminal: 

F~lony ................. .. 
Mlsdemeanor 

Total ••••••• :::::::::::::: 
Juvenile G ................. .. 
rand total ••••••••••••••••• 

557 1,188 
282 2,953 
17 220 

426 95.21B 
12 3,884 
61 17,359 

499 116,461 

529 3,005 
1,217 13,249 
3,101 137,076 

2,638 
9 

2,647 
195 

5.943 

1,048 
10 

1,058 
5,390 

143,524 

Civil dispositions 

82,454 74,Oi'9 
7,463 5,09'5 

1,857 1,688 

1,234 1,222 
4,008 3,399 

---Lill ~!. 
97,016 85,48.3 

8,007 8,607 

887 1382 ___ 0 
_--.Q. 

8,894 9,489 

439,764 384,287 

Directed 
verdictm ~ 

13 1,758 
17 3.252 
2 239 

231 95,875 
10 3,906 
42 17 ,462 

283 117.243 

18 3,552 
140 14,606 
473 140,650 

36 3,722 
3 22 

39 3,744 
121 5.706 
633 150.100 

Real 
property 

.I!!tt Contract ri ghts 
Domestic relations 

Marr1age Support! Agency 
dissolution custody ~ ~ 

Default judgment •••••••••••••••••••• 
Agreed judgment ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Complete summary judgment 
Dismissed for want of pros~~~tl~~···· 
Dismissed by plaintiff ••• 
Transferred •••••••••••••• 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ............................... 

475 
4,291 

74 
2,476 
3,321 

171 
1,717 

8,471 
2,411 

997 
3,744 
5,049 

438 
1,537 

25 
171 

1 
56 

147 
2 

35 

1,069 
6,916 

167 
20.078 
7,547 

296 
762 

Criminal dispositio~ 

Jury trial: Felony 
Conviction ••••••••••••• 2,218 
Acquittal.............. 420 

Directed verdictm: 

N 
Acquittal,............. 36 

on-jury tri a I: 
Conv!ctioh ••••••••••••• 722 
Acqu1ttal •••••••••••••• 326 

Guilty plea •••••••••••••• 44,831 
O~her dismissals ••••••••• 20,857 
D1 smi s sa 1, i nsurfi ci ent 

evidence ••••••••••••••• 3,920 
Transfers •••••••••••••••• 749 

Hi sdemeanor 

5 
4 

3 

10 
0 

1,898 
1,651 

9B1 
543 

139 
1,215 

12 
1,311 
1,271 

487 
453 

ill!!. 
2,223 

424 

39 

732 
326 

46,729 
22.508 

4,901 
1,292 

100 
1,062 

57 
1,794 
1,213 

282 
602 

3.598 
4,007 

77 
3,404 
7,740 

89 
2,106 

Other 
E.!til 
3,241 
8,584 
1.163 

11,894 
9,488 

844 
5,359 

59,486 
8,002 

768 

329 
7,148 

-1.&1. 
75,733 

3,620 

638 ___ 0 

4,258 

482,678 

Total 

17,118 
28,657 
2,548 

44,763 
35,776 
2,609 

12,571 

(continued on next page) 
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Texas District Court and Criminal Distr1ct Court (continUed) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 
The data were compiled from 3,048 out of a possible 3,048 monthly county reports from the court, a reporting rate of 100%. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case 'is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. . 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or lndictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the int~oduction of any evidence occurs. Guilty pleas 

in cI'iminal cases after the start of a non-jury trial are not counted a~ trl~ls. . 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pendlng flgure for the 1979 court year. 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 
jExplanatlon of data included in the category: 

Fi 1 i ngs incl ude new cases fi 'Ied ilnd other cases reachi ng docket. 
lromestic relations "nonadversary" category includes adoptions, change of name, occupational drivers' licenses, dependent and 

neglected children decisiuns, and removal of disability of minority. 
mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Directed verdict cases are counted as jury trials on the tables in Part I of this report. 

Source: Texas JUdicial Council, 52nd Annual Report 1980 (Austin, Texas: May, 1981). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where ,,~cessary. 

._aca::::::w 

TEXAS MUNIClPAL COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

rvl,OOO courts,rV 1,000 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

-==---"" ........... _--
Crilllinald: 

Misdemeanor-: 
Non;traf"';c ................................................. . 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..••••• 

Traffic: 
Parlting ...................................................... .. 
Other traffic violation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic ................................................. .. 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

---1i& 
N/A 

N/A 
---1i& 

N/A 

N/A 

Trial di 

Criminal ................... 836 
Traffic: 

Parlting .................. 110 
Other traffic violation •• 1,683 

Total ..................... 1,793 
Total ....................... 2,629 

119,884 

14,526 
341,677 
356,203 
476,087 

Filed 

498 1177i 

498,l77i 

2,533,706i 
2,852.138i 

5,385,844i 

5.884,(mi 

120,720 

14.636 
343,360 
357,996 
478,716 

Disposed 

421,492ik 

421,492ik 

l,514,863i 
21312 1619i 

3,827,482i 

4,248,974i 

Criminal dispositions; 

Jury trial: 

-l!:~ffic dispositions i 

Other 
traffic 

Parking violation I.QgL 
Conviction •••••••• 
Acquittal ........ . 

Non-jury trial: 
Conviction •••••••• 
Acquittal ••••••••• 

Dismissed ••••••••••• 
Bond forfei tures 
Payments of fine •••• 

485 
351 

108,969 
10,915 
55,113 

111,457 
134,202 

Jury trial: 
Conviction 
Acquittal •••••••• 

Non-jury tri a 1 : 
Conviction ••••••• 
Acquittal ........ 

Dismissed •••••••••• 
Bond forfeitures ••• 
Payments of fine ••• 

Total ............. .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the complaint. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

446 

75 
35 

1,214 
469 

1,289 
504 

11,785 297,526 309,311 
2,741 44,151 46,892 

216,216 368,948 585,164 
111,951 216,611 328,562 

1,172,060 1,383,700 2,555,760 
1,514,863 2,312,619 3,827.482 

End 
pending 

---1i& 
N/A 

N/A 
---1i& 

N/A 

I 
~ 
i 

iData are not complete: 
Data reported here represent 6,596 reports out of a possible 9,024. Data includes only courtl in cities with a 1970 

population of 5,000 or greater. Data for the entire year were submitted by courts in 489 of the ~ourts, incomplete data 
were submitted by 109 courts, and the remaining 154 courts submitted no data for the 1978 cour~ year, resulting in a 

k reporting rate of 73 percent. 
Additional information: 

There were 8,501 felony complaints accepted and 175 examining trials conducted. 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 52nd Annual Report 1980 (Austin, Texas: May, 1981). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

TEXAS JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT; 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

956 courts, 956 judges 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Civil d: 
Real property rights: 

Forcible eatry and detainer ................................ .. 
Small claims ................ " ................................ . 
Other civll ................. , ................................. . 

Tota 1 ci v'J 1 ............... , ...................................... . 
Criminal d: 

Misdemeanor: 
Non-traffic .................................................... 

Total criminal .. " ...... " .. " " .... " .. " ,,~ ...... " .... " " .. " " " " ........ " .. , " .. " ................ " .. .. 

Traffic: 

Tota 1 traffi c " .. " .. " " " " " " .. ' ~ " ................ " .. " .. " " .... " .. " ...... " .. " .... " " .......... " " .. .. 

Grand total 
.... " " " ........ " ............ " .. " .... ,. ~ .. " .. " ........ " .............. " .. " " ............ " " I! •• 

Trial di 

Beg! nOJ ng 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

---1i& 
N/A 

-.Jill. 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

89,882i 
43,654i 

134,973i 

268,509i 

404.541 i 

404,541 i 

l,262,256i 

l,935,306i 

Disposed 

72,965i 
22,354i 
57,524; 

152,843i 

_270,456i 

270,456i 

l,123,743i 

l,547,042i 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

J.LA 
N/A 

J.LA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Civil : 
Jury Non-jury Civil dispositionsi 

Real property ri ghts: 
Forcible entry and detainer •• 

Small ClalR1S .................. . 
136 50,137 

Other civil ................... . 
181 13,075 

Tota 1 ci vil ................... .. 
326 28,413 

Crilllinal ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
643 91,625 

Traffic ......................... . 
531 53,918 

Total ............................ . 
1,240 135',732 
2,414 281,275 

Criminal dispositionsi 

Jury trial: 
Conviction .................. . 
Acquittal ................... . 

Non-jury trial: 
Convi cti cn .................. . 
Acquittal .................. .. 

Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bond forfeitures ••••••••••••••• 
Payments of fine ••••••••••••••• 

362 
169 

50,750 
3,168 

46,494 
5,587 

163,926 

50,273 
13,256 
28,739 
92,268 
54,449 

136,972 
360,933 

Boldface headings indicate the claSSifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Civil : 
Dismissed 

Rea 1 property ri ghts: 
Forcible entry and detainer ••••••• 

Small claims ...................... .. 
22,692 
9,098 

28,785 
60,575 

Other ci vil ........................ . 
Tota I ci vil ........................ .. 

Traffic dispositionsi 

Jury trial: 
Convi cti on ................. . 
Acquittal .................. . 

NQn~ju ry tri a I: 
Conviction •••••••••••••••••• 
Acquittal ................. .. 

Dismissed .................... . 
Bond forfeitures ............ .. 
Payments of fine •••••••••••••• 

945 
295 

132,087 
3,645 

72,660 
34,837 

879,274 

A civil case Is counted with the filing of a petition. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the complaint. 

. A trial is counte~ If tried to verdict or decision. 
lData are not complete: 

Data reported here represent 9,188 Justice of the Peace Court monthly reports out of a possible 11,472, a reporting rate of 80 percent. 

Sourc!!: Texas Judicial Council, 52nd Annual Report: 1980 (Austin, Texas: May, 1981). Statist.ics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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TEXAS COUNTY COURT AT LAW CONSTITUTIONAL COUNTY COURT, AND PROBATE COURTb 
Co~rt of liMited jurisdiction 

110 courts, 110 judges; 254 courts, 254 judges; 8 courts, 8 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Civil d: 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Auto personal injury ...................................... . 

Other tort: 
Other personal injury ..................................... . 

Total ........................................................ .. 
Contract: 

Suits on debt •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Tax ......................................................................................... . 

Other dvilj: ................................................ .. 

Total civil ................................................... .. 

Criminal d: 
Misdemeanor 

Theft or worthless check ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Drug offense ............................................... .. 
Assault ..................................................... . 
Other criminal ........................... " ................. . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal ....................................................... .. 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI ...................................................... .. 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic .................................................... .. 

Total traffic ...................... a ........................... . 

Juvenill~: 

Cri mfna I-type offense: 
De,t'lnquency ................................................ .. 

Status offense: 
Child in need of superVision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile ................................................. . 

C'and tota 1 .................................................... .. 

Trial d 
Directed 

Begl'101 ng 
pending 

14,209f 

1,850 
16,059f 

47,623f 

977 

N/A 

2,869 
41,275 

108,803fi 

73,593f 
12,383f 
3,764 

7l,157f 
160,897fi j 

--ill. 
160,897fi 

45,907fi 

18,254j 

64,161f j 

960 

-ill 
1,349 f 

335,210fi 

Filed 

8,688 

1,300 
9,988 

34,020 

2,220 

63,269 

2~486 
37.729 

149,712 

62,929 
23,150 
7,643 

53,359 
147,081 
61,079 

208,160 

86,045 

~34 

94,6'/9 

1,305 

505 

1,810 

454,361 

Disposed 

8,824 

810 
9,634 

29,863 

1,867 

N/A 

1,759 
40,186 

83,309i 

52,707 
19,840 
6,286 

80,243 
159,076ij 
--ill. 
159,076i 

53,846j 

35,897j 

89,743j 

1,429 

-.ill. 
1,902 

334,030i 

Traffic dispositions 

Jury trial: 
ConViction ......................... 
Acquittal .......................... Jury Non-jury verdict ~ Non-jury tri al: Civil : Conviction ......................... 
Acquittal .......................... Tort: 

221 779 0 1,000 Pleas of guilty/nolo contendere •••••• Auto tort ............... 
81 0 105 Dismissed ............................ Other tort 24 .............. 

860 0 1,105 Other ................................ Total .................... 245 
Contract 133 2,021 0 2,154 

Criminal dispositions 
.................. 

21 1,629 0 1,650 Domestic relations ........ 
Appeal .................... 3 85 0 88 

706 3,544 0 4,250 Jury trial: Other civil ............... 
1,108 8,139 0 9,247 Convi cti on ......................... Total ....................... 
1,767 782 44 2,593 Acquittal .......................... Criminal ................... 

Non-jury trial: Traffic: 
330 11 974 Conviction ......................... DWI/DUl 633 • 01 •••••••• \\ •••••••• 

3,508 9,251 55 12,814 Acquittal .......................... Grand total ••••••••• r •••••••• 

Pleas of gUilty/nolo contendere . ..... 
Dismissed ............................ 
Other ................................ 

448 

End 
pending 

14,073 

2,340 
16,413 

51,780 

1,330 

N/A 

3,596 
38,818 

111,937i 9 

84,0109 
15,7499 
5,5069 

75,3239 
180,5889i j 

--ill. 
180,588i 

78,252j 

20,238j 

98,490j 

836 

__ 4li 

1,257 

392,2729i 

383 
261 

124 
206 

40,159 
41,586 
7,024 

685 
445 

282 
500 

67,668 
63,433 
26,063 

I 
I 

Default or agreed judgments ••• 
Di smissed .................... . 
Other ........................ . 

Civil dispositions 

Tort 
~uto Other Domestic Other 
tort tort Total Contract relations ~l civilj 

3:<m" -gg-J,bST 17 ,479 0 '·188 15,560 
4,038 395 4,433 9,463 181 853 19,370 

363 52 415 767 36 30 906 

Boldface headin9s indicate the claSSifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Total 
37,608 
34,300 
2,154 

bparticular court or reportin9 system information: 

In the calendar year 1980, clerks in all counties reported data for all 12 months, a reporting rate of 100 percent. dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or complaint. A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
The number of cases pending is adjusted by computer to reflect transfers and other year-end input. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Criminal appeals pending and disposed figures are reported in the misdemeanor categories. Criminal appeals filed are 

i reported separately. As a result, neither misdemeanor or criminal appeals figures balance. Data are not complete: 

Total civil and grand total disposition and pending figures do not include estate cases. Filings are for all categories. 
. Pending and disposed figures for total misdemeanors and total criminal cases do not include traffic appeal cases. JE~planationof data included in the category: 

"Other civil" includes all of Harris County (Houston) civil actiVity. It was not reported in the detailed civil categories. Misdemeanor totals include appeal dispositions and pending cases. 
Disposed and pending traffic figures include traffic appeals that could not be separated from original cases. These appeals would normally be included in criminal appeals. 

Source: Texas Judicial CounCil, 52nd Annual Report 1980 (Austin, Texas: May 1981). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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UTAH COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

ThU>l' 'lPf1l'.,h, 
.1I1m""d bv the 
Suprl·n,.. (:ourt 

JUVENILE COURT (5) 
a jud);e, 
Jurisdictiun: 
-Iurh-dit.:titlll tl\'P," 'lduit mlsdl'lnl',lnllf!i 

wml11ith·d .1g.lin,t lhildrt'n. 
- Exdu,i\,<' luri~dirti"n UI'l'r dl'lin

qllcnl'y. dl·pendemy. m'l\ll'l t fl'r 
11I\'l'nill'~ under.llle It!. jun'nile tr.lffic. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Reviews fin.li judl\ments uf District 

.md Juvenile Cuurts. Equity c.lses lIn 
'luestillns of bllth 1.1\\' .1nd f.,Ct. Law 
cases Iln questiuns of law unly. 

- Direct review of some state 
• 1dministrative rulinl\s. 

- Gener.ll revjew uf Illwer wurt cases 
.1ppealled tu District Court un 
Cllnstitution.ll issues unly. 

- All apPNlled civil .lCtillns over $100. 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
24 judl\l" 
I u risdict jon: 
- Oril\in.,il'ivil. CiI'il .1(tions, 
- Oril\in.llnimin.,I. Felonies, 

mi.deme"m1rs, 
Appe.lls are heard de novo from 
Justice llf the Pe.lee Court; on the 
record from Circuit Cllurt. 

CIRCUIT COURT" (12) 
33 judl\es 

JUSTICE COURT (210) 
156 judges 

Indicates route (If appe.,!. 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil.lctions under $5,000. 

Small claims lIndl'r $400. 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over city 

ordinance viol.ltions. Class" A" 
misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 

'The City COllrt was replaced effective July 1. 1 '178 by the Circuit Court. 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil.lctilln$ under $750. No n~.,1 
pnll'~rty or t.,~ l.'S~S. 

- Sn,.,11 cI.lirns up tll $400. 
• CI.'$S B .,nd C misden1l'.lI1(lrs ,Inu 

infr.lcliIHl$ (fines less th.ln $300 .1nd 
sentences less th.ln t:> months) • 

• Tr.l((ic c.lses. 

450 

Cuurt 
ur I.lst 
rl'~url 

Court <if 
l\enl.'r.,1 

jurisdictiun 

Cuurts Ilf 
limited 

;urisdirtilln 

11 
!' 
r 
!, 

i 

I 
I} 

I 
1 

I , 

tl II 
~j 
'I 
I 
J 
;J 
i 
1 
i 
t 
J 

UTAH SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1. 1980 to December 31, 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal .................................................... . 
Post conviction remedy: 

Post conviction ........................................... . 
Appeals of administrative agency cases: 

Administrative agencies ................................... . 
JUvenile: 

Juvenile courts ........................................... . 
Other appeals: 

Interlocutory appeals ..................................... . 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Ori9inal jurisdiction: 
Ori gi na 1 writs ......................................... .. 

Disciplinary matter: 
Attorney diSCipline or application to bar •••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................................... . 
Total other cases ............................................ . 

Tota 1 cases .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Law and motion .............................................. . 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~.\ ••••••••••• 

Beg1nning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N7i1 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NTf\ 

N/A 

Manner of dispOSition 

1980 

Opinion ••••••••••••••••••••• 366 
Dismissal ................... 232 
Summary ••••••••••••••••••••• 40 

Filed 

387 
108 

11 

52 

10 

53 
62T 

23 

6 
29 
~ 

651k 

~ 

254 

Disposed 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
--X 

x 
X 
X 

-X 

638 

~ 

254 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- D Not applicable. 

kAdditional information: 

gna 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
rm 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

rm 

N/A 

One case was filed during 1980 that could not be identified by case type. This case is included in the total filing figure. but not in the filing figures by case type. 

Source: .r· 
1981~. Statistics 

~. 
\ 
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UTAH DISTRICT COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
7 districts, 24 judges 

July I, 1979 to June 3D, 1980 

End Beglnnlng 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Child: 
Tort: 

Personal injury.. ........................................... X 740 X X 
Real property rights: 

Eminent domain.............................................. X 179 X X 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................... X 11,449 X X 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/int~state: 

Probate ... ............................. ••••••••••• ........ X 3,650 2,599 X 
Hental health................................................. X 819 958 X 
Appeal ........................................................ X 130 90 X 
Extraorqinary writ: 

WritsJ •••••••••• ........................ •••••••••••••• •••••• X 153 X X 
Other civil:. 

ComplaintsJ ••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ___ X 13.516 __ X __ X 

Total civil .................................................... 30,628f1 30,636 25,441 36,19491 

Criminald: 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Criminal categories ........................................ . 
Appeal ....................................................... . 

X 
__ X 

Total criminal ................................................. 929fl 

2,468 
----EQ 

2,798 

2,350 X 
--.W. __ X 

2.553 1.1741 

Grand total .................. "................................. 31,557f1 33,434 27,994 37,36891 

Jury 

Civil 207 
Criminal • 246 

Total..... 453 

Tria1 d 

Non-jury 

2,022 
191 

2,213 

Total 

2,229 
437 

2,666 

Civil dispositions 

Clerk judgment •••••••• 
Summary judgment •••••• 
Defaults •••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ••••••••••••• 
Other ••••••••••••••••• 

433 
985 

10,100 
8,253 
3,441 

Criminal dispositions 

Pleas of guilty ••••••••••••• 
n~smissed ................... 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications u~ed by the CSIM project. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be lncluded in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of Informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. . 
A non-jury trial is taunted at the point whan an opening statement or the lntroduction of any evidence occurs. 

fBeginning pendjqg figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figur-.!!S are as given by the administrative office of the court. 

gChange iR pending doeS not equal djfferen~e between filings and dispositions: 
See fQotnote 1. 

jExp1anation of data included in the category: . 
Complaints (other c'jvil) include filings not set forth in other categorles, e.g., llniform Enforcement of Support Act. 
Writs contain such matters as writs of review, prohibition, coram nobis, and habeas corpus. 

lSpecia1 source or revision.in the data:. . '. 
Pllnding data were supp11ed by the adminlstratlve offlce of the court during data verification. 

1,553 
360 

Source: utah Judicial Council, Annua Report, Utah Courts Jul 1. 1979-June 30,1980 (Salt Lake City, utah: 1980). Statistics 
are from the annual rep~xcept t at ota save een compute were necessary, and additi~na1 information was supplied 
by the administrativ.e office of the court during data verification. 

== 
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UTAH CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

12 courts, 33 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Child: 
Small claims ................................................ .. 
Other ci vil : 

Complaints ................................................. . 
New trials ................................................. . 

Total ....................................................... . 

Tota 1 ci vil .................................................. .. 

Crfminal d: 
"fsdemeanor: 

Statej .................................................... .. 
Ordinance violation: 

City ...................................................... .. 
Preliminai'Y hearing: 

Felony preliminary ......................................... . 
Other crilllinal: 

New trials ................................................. . 

Total criminal ................................................. 
Trafficd: 

Parking ...................................................... . 
Other traffic violation: 

Movinq ..................................................... . 
Nonmoving ................................................. .. 

Total ....................................................... . 

Tota 1 tra Hi c 

Grand total 

Tria1 d 

Jury Non-Jurx Total 

Civil ........ 5B 5,792 5,850 
Crhlinal ..... 255 4,010 4,265 
Traffic •••••• 471 8,nO 9,181 

Total ••••• 110 ••• 784 18,512 19,296 

Cri~inal dispositions 

Guilty pleas ••••••••••••••••• 11,714 
Bail forfeiture •••••••••••••• 4,418 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••• 6,722 
Bound over ••••••••••••••••••• 2,471 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A E This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed Disposed 

23,095 20,0501 

28,626 X 
168 X 

28,794 21,4571 

51,889 41 ,507 

l1,60~ X 

22,761 X 

(j) 

--1.Q.Q. X 

34,465 29,590 

285,307 i X 

142,217 X 
44.560 X 

186,777 X 

472,084i 360,899i 

558,438i 431,996i 

Civil dispositionsj 

Dismissed .................. . 
Defaults •••••••••••••••••••• 
Summary judgments ••••••••••• 
Clerk judgment •••••••••••••• 

Traffic dispositions 

Ii ,161 
17,610 

979 
5,907 

Guilty pleas •••••••••••••••• 24,082 
Bail forfeiture ••••••••••••• 319,047 
DismiYsed ••••••••••••••••••• 8,589 

X ~ Th~ data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

The traffic case unit of count is the number of citations issued, regardless of the number of violations contained in each 
citation. 

A jury trial is counted when the jury is SWorn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

iData are not complete: 
No parking data were reported for the court located in Murray. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
State case filings include felony preliminary hearings and state misdemeanors. 

lSpecia1 source or revision in the data: . 
The number of small cl ai~i~ caSeS di sposed was supplied by the admi ni strati ve offi ce of the court duri ng data verifi cati on. 

Source: Utah Judicial Council, Annual RetOrt, Utah Courts July 1, 1979-June 30, 1980 (Salt Lake City, Utah: 
are from the annual rap~rt excep that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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r UTAH JUSTICE COURTi 
Courts of lilftited jurisdiction 

210 courts, 156 justices of the peace 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Civil d: 
Small clailllS •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ci vil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Crimina1 d: 
Misdemeanor .................................................. . 
Prelillinary hearing ......................................... .. 

Total criminal ............................................... .. 
Trafficd: 

DWI/DUI .................................................... . 
Paricing ................................................... .. 
Other traffic violation: 

License violations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Speeding ................................................. . 
Other Movi ng ............................................. . 
Other Non-moving ........................................ .. 

Total ..................................................... . 

Total traffic 

Grand total .................................................... . 

BeglRnl ng 
pending 

N/A 
J& 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase aefinition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of complaints filed. 

Filed 

3,319~ 
--1.21' 

3,718i 

32. 596~ 
~1 

32,754i 

2,762! 
11,0941 

14,461~ 
130,O54~ 
20, 928~ 
46,O14~ 

211,4571 

225,313i 

261,785 i 

The traffic case unit of count is the number of violations contained within each citation. 
iData are not complete: 

Monthly statistical reports were submitted by 133 of the 156 justices of the peace. 

Disposed 

N/A 
---1YA 

N/A 

N/A 
---1YA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Utah JUdicial Council, Annual Report, Utah Courts July 1979-June 1980 (Salt Lake City. Utah: 1930). 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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End 
pending 

N/A 
---1YA 

N/A 

N/A 
---1YA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

---1YA 
N/A 

N/A 

Statistics are 

l 

1 
j 

·1 

I 
" 

)) 
!I 

UTAH JUVENILE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

5 districts, 9 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Crflllfnal d: 
Misdemeanor: 

Adult referrals 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic--juvenile .......................................... . 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Criminal ................................................... . 
Status offense ............................................... . 
Hon-offense: 

Dependency, neglect, abuse •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile ................................................ . 

Grand tota 1 ................................. ' .................. .. 

Beg1nmng 
pending 

-.liLA 
N/A 

J& 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

J& 
N/A 

tVA 

.Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

~ 

319 

~ 

8,818 

17,250 
6.697 

~ 

25,803 

34,940 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
JExplanation of data included in the category; 

Filed figures are the number of referrals. 

Disposed End 
pending 

-1Y.A ---1YA 
N/A N/A 

-1Y.A -1J.LA 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

-1Y.A ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of Juvenile Court, Juvenile Court for the State of Utah, Annual Report. 19BO (Salt Lake City, 
Utah). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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VERMONT COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

, 
SUPREME COURT 
5 jUgtir~g 
/urjguirlinn: 
- Fin.ll.1rpdl.ltl' juri;dirtion Ovvr 

writs uf l'rror. 

SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
8juugcg 
lurigdil'tion: 

I 
DISTRICT COURT' (15) 

- Civil.ll'lillns 'l\'~r $200, titl~ to 
ret,J l'::ot,H(l, dumestk rd.ltions. 

- Origin.llrrimin.ll (mostly f~l"nyl, 
lury tri.lls, 

12 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil .1<'tions unuer $5,000 (~~l'l'pt 

title to Tl'.1Iest.1Icl, 
- Crimil1.1ll"lSl'S with pen.llt" less th.l l1 Iifl'imprisnl1ml'nt, ' 
- Exclusive juvenile jur/suktinn, 

lury tri.lls, 

PROBATE COURT (19) 
J u risuict i\ln: 
- Ewlusive Prob.1tl'. gUMui.ll1,hip •• 1nd 

.1d<1ption jurisdiction. 

No iury trials, 

] ClIurt 
of 1.1St 
resort 

Cnur! nf 
gl·m'r.ll 

jurisdiction 

CllU!'ts uf 
limited 

furisdicti\ll1 

'The District Court was created as a Courl (If limited jurisdiction but 5' It 'h d'i 
criminal business except for homicides and c.lses where the senten~elmnCaey bS c/~fea!'on , as stea I y increased its scope 10 Include .llmost all 

' e I e Impnsonment. 
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VERMONT SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
July 1, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Civil .................................................... . 
Small cl aims ..... "" ..................................... . 
URESA ............ , ....................................... . 
Other ci vil .............................................. . 

Total ..................................................... . Criminal: 
Criminal ................................................. . 
Traffic .................................................. . 
Bail ..................................................... . 

Total ..................................................... . 
Postconviction remedy: 

Postconviction •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Habeas corpus ............................................ . 

Total ..................................................... . 
JUVenile .................................................. .. 

Total appeals ............................................... . 
Other cases: 

Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction: 

Habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extraordinary relief ............................... , •••• 
Other .................................................. . 

Total ................................................... . 
, Oisciplinary matter ...................................... . 
Total ..................................................... . 

Requests to appea 1 ......................................... . 
Total other cases ........................................... . 

Total cases ................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Motions requesting reargument •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ........................................ . 

Manner of disp~ 

Appeals 

Written opinion ••••••••••• 130m 

Original 
~roceedings ~ 

Per curiam •••••••••••••••• 26 
By court order •••••• , ••••• 106 
Stipulation by parties •••• 182 

a 130k 
1 27 

11 117 
o 182 

Age of pending caseload 

AfGsals Under 6 months •••••••••••••••••••• 
6+ to 12 months ••••••••••••••••••• 101 
12+ to 18 months •••••••••••••••••• 51 
18+ to 24 months •••••••••••••••••• 15 
24+ to 30 months •••••••••••••••••• 2 
30+ to 36 months ••••••••••••••••• , a 
Over 36 months •••••••••••••••••••• 1 

Original proceedings 
2 
1 
a 
o 
o 
a 
o 

Beglnnl ng 
pending Filed Oisposed 

X 325 295 X 7 18 X a 0 X 6 26 X 338 339 
X X X X X X X X X X 111 100 
X a 7 X 0 2 X 0 9 X 13 8 J49f 'f02' -m-

a 
a 
a 
a 
1 
1 

--1 

350f 

0 a 
9 7 
2 2 

11 9 
3 3 

14 12 
--r;r --rr 

476 468 

~ ~ 
29 29 

Oisposition of appeals 

Written and per curiam opinions: 
Affirmed ................................ . 
Affirmed with instructions ••••••••••••••• 
Affi rmed wi th modifi cat ions ............ .. 
Reversed ................................ . 

'Affi rmed in par't, reversed in part and 
remanded ............................... . 

Oismissed ............................... . 
Reversed and remanded •••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed and remanded with instructions •• 
Dismissed and cause remanded ••••••••••••• 
Remanded with instructions ••••••••••••••• 
Affi rmed and remanded ................... . 
Vacated remanded and reversed •••••••••••• 
Certified questions answered ••••••••••••• 
Vacated and remanded ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Judgment vacated ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
JUdgment vacated and cause dismissed ••••• 
Affirmed in past, remanded in part ••••••• 
Reversed and vacated ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part and 
stricken in part ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Disposition of original proceedings 

Written and per curiam opinion: 
Disbarred •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

£nd 
pending 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

355' 

a 
2 
a 
2 
1 
3 

-a 

358 

__ 1 

96 
1 
2 
8 

6 
2 

30 
a 
1 
a 
2 
a 
9 
1 
8 
a 
1 
o 

(continued on next page) 
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Vermont Supreme Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project 
X : The data for this case type are known to be included in the total bu't were not available by category. 
fBegi~ning pending figure for 1980 court year does t I 

k 
~19ures ~re as amended in the annual report. no equa end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

Addltlonal lnformation: 
The 130 written opinions disposed of 142 cases 

mIn formation on trial or type of disposition data: • 
There were alsc 7 dissenting. 1 concurring in part. dissenting in part. and 1 concurring opinions written. 

Source: ~~:!c~a~: !~: ~~~fia~~:~ni~i~~~~~jc~u~~~ia~o~t~t!S;~~~afO~eYea~ Endin
t 

June 30. 1980 (Montpelier. Vermont). Sources of 
por excep t at ota s ave been computed where necessary. 
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VERHOIlT SUPER lOR COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

14 counties. 8 judges 
July 1. 1979 to June 30. 1980 

Child: 
Law: 

Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations: 

Other domestic relations: 
Matrimoni alj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal: 
Mi sce 11 aneous ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Extraordinary writ: 
liabeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil .......... , ......................................... . 
Crilllinal d: 

Felony ....................................................... . 
Misdemeanor ......................................... , ......... . 
Appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy ....................................... .. 
Sentence review only ........................................ .. 

Total criminal .................................... " ........... ~ .. 
Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

4.487 

8 
o 

(j) 
26 

--lY.A 
341 

7. nofi 

Filed 

3.970 

3.341 

285j 

-1l 
7.619 

31 
0 

(j) 
25 

--lY.A 
561 

7,675i 

Trial d 
Civil dispositionsm 

Domestlc 

Jury Non-jury Total 
Law relations ~ Total 

Chil m: Default judgment 699 
Law............... 70 2Bl 

75 
356 

2 
358 

351 
86 

437 
7 

444 

Consent judgment 318 
Appeal ............ 11 

Total.............. 81 
Criminal ill (felony).. 5 

Grand total.......... 86 

Summary judgment 11 
Dismissed before 

trial ••••••••••• 1.948 
Dismissed after 

trial ...... ..... 195 
Transferred ••••••• 0 
Granted ••••••••••• 
Discontinued and 

other ......... .. 

Age of pending caselcad 

DOlllestic 
relations Law 

Under 3 months •••••••• ~ 
3+ to 6 months ••••••• (n) 

\ 6+ to 12 months ....... (n) 
, Under 12 months ••••••• 2,790n 

12+ to 24 months •••••• 1.447 

~ (n) 
(n) 
(n) 

2,134n 
530 
60 

4 

(n) 
(n) 
187n 
120 

24+ to 36 mOi,ths •••••• 571 
Over 36 months •••••••• 127 

25 
14 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
-- • Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

499 

1 
2.673 

300 

Felgny 

4 
4 
8 
o 
o 
o 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted if the jury hands down a verdict. 

1 
51 

158 

22 

700 
369 

11 

2.605 

217 
1 

2.673 

300 

Hi sdemeanor 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

Disposed bnd 
pending 

3.522 4,935 

3.473 2.728 

318j 346j 

~ 5 

7.341 8.014 

31 8 
0 0 

(j) (j) 
30 21 

__ 2 --1ill. 
63 

7.404 

29i 

8,043i 

Criminal dispositionsm 

Jury tri al: 
Guilty plea ...... 

Non-jury tri a I : 
Guilty plea 0 

Guilty plea before 
trial •••••••••••• 12 

Dismissed •••••••••• 3 
Nolle pross •••••••• 0 
Change of venue •••• 8 
Extradition •••••••• 0 
Sentence reduce:\ ••• 1 
Sentence unchanged • 1 

A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
. The difference represents adjustments made during the year to counts from Rutland County. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Matrimonial cases include divorce, annulment, and support/custody cases. 
. Miscellaneous cases include both civil and cri~inal appeals as well as some habeas corpus and postconviction remedy cases. 
lData are not complete: 

Total criminal and grand total pending and filed figures do not include sentence review only figures. 
mlnfprmation on disposition type or trial data: 

Criminal disposition data are only given for felony. misdemeanor, and sentence review only cases, and do not include ~ny 
postconviction remedy data. 

nlnformation on time interval or age of pending caseload data: 
The data for law, domestic relations, and appeal cases under 3 months, 3+ to 6 months, and 6+ to 12 months in age are included 

in thll tota IIi sted as under 12 months. 

Source: Office of the Court Administrator, Judicial Statistics for Year Ending June 30,1980 (Hontpelier. Vermont). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary 
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VERMONT DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general Jurisdiction 

15 ~ircuits, 12 judges 
July I, 1979 to June 30, 1980 

Child: 
law: 

sm;1 ~i ~l~i~;""""""""""""""""""""""""'" 
Domestic relaif~~~;""""""'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 

Support/custody: 
Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act Mental health: " ........... . 

Ment? lly ill commi tments ........................ " .......... . 
Com~l~ments to Brandon Training School ................ " .. .. 

T~~~{t10ns for protective supervision •••••••••••••••••••••••• ......................................................... 
Tota 1 ci vil .................................................... 

Criminal d: 
F~lony ...................................................... .. 
M1 sdemeanor : ................................................ .. 
Sentence reV1ew only ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other criminal: 

Snowmobile/boating complaints and fish and game information. 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Tota 1 tra ffi c 

Juvenile: 

Total jUvenile 

................................................. 

.................................................. 

................................................................ " .............................. .. 

Grand total 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• "", •• "!'! 

Beg1nnl ng 
pending 

2.109 
1.817 

104 

76 
54 

3 
-ill. 
4.163 

1.150f 
3.166f 

N/A 

-1§.f 

4.412fi 

1.766 

186 

10,527fi 

Trial d Civil dispositions 
law: 

Civil m: 
law .............. .. 
Small claims ••••••• 

Total .............. . 
Criminal. 

Felony/misdemeanor • 
Other criminal ••••• 

Total ............. .. 
Traffic •••••••••••••• 

Grand total ••••••••••• 

Jury Non-jury Total 

15 
o 

15 

191 
13 

204 
16 

235 

206 
824 

1.030 

32 
31 
63 

376 
1.469 

221 
824 

1.045 

223 
44 

267 
392 

1.704 

Voluntary dismissal .1.515 
Oefault judgment •••• 1.556 
Dismissed by judge.. 293 
Transferred ••••••••• 33 
Change of venue ••••• 1 

Small claims: 
Settled/discontinued/ 
dismissed/summary 
judgment ••••••••••• 6.6031 

A2e of pending caseload 

Small Other 
Civil (l awl claimslc 

FelI7Y Misdemeanor criminal Under 3 months (n~ ~ 1.405 (n) 3+ to 6 months (0 279n 235 376 (n) Under 6 months ••••••• (nJ 1.606 652 1.781 92n 
6+ to 12 months •••••• (n 238 50 185 23 Under 12 months •••••• 1.458n 1.844 702 1.966 115 12+ to 24 months ••••• 297 87 18 13 1 24+ to 36 months ••••• 43 N/A 0 0 0 Over 36 months ••••••• 21 N/A 4 30 0 

Boldface headings Indicate the cla~sif;cations used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are not available. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Filed Disposed End 
pending 

3.329 3,619 1.819 
7.541 7.427 1.931k 

853 777 180 

386 362 100 
63 51 66 
14 14 3 

-.lli. -lli. --!&.2. 
12.186 12,250 4.099 

3.096 3.177 1.069 
15.013 15.083 3.096 

N/A 69k Ii/A 

1.821 1.755 -ill. 
19.930i 20.084 4.327i 

78.029 73.970 5.825 

1.257 1.265 178 

Hi .402i 107.569 14.429i 

Criminal di spositi ons 

Jury trial: 

Felony/ Other 
misdemeanor criminal 

Guilty plea •••••••• 20 0 
Non-jury tri al: 

Guilty plea •••••••• 2 0 
Guilty plea before 

trial •••••••••••••• 10.971 1.406 
Oismissed by court ••• 1.099 116 
Dismissed by attorney 

for the state/nolle 
pross ••••••••••••• 

Trans ferred to 
5.585 30 

Juvenile Court ••••• 355 0 
Change of venue •••••• 5 0 
Referred Department 

of Fish and Game 159 

Traffic dispositions 

Traffic 
In) 

(n) 
5.794" 

25 
5.819 

6 
0 
0 

Plea ••••••••••••••••••• 59.579 
Nolle pross •••••••••••• 606 
Olsmissed •••••••••••••• 1.507 
Referred to Department 

of Motor Vehicles 
(noncompliance) ••••• 11.153 

Contested tickets •••••• 733 

A civil ~ase is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
Th~ crim1nal case unit of count is the number of informations. indictments. or complaillts. 
A Jury.trial is counted if tried ~o verdict. for civil and traffic cases; If drawing of jury begins for criminal cases. 

f A non-Jury tri ali s counted if trl ed to dec1 sl on for civil and traffic cases: if tri al bl!gins for criminal cases. 
8eginning pending figure for the 1980 court 'year does not p.qual the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

i These differences reflect adjUstments made to pending figures for the Washington County court 
Data are not complete: • 

Total criminal and grand total pending and filed figures do not Include sentence review only cases. 
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kAdditional information: 
Four hundred-seventy-five of the SNaIl claims cases pending at the end of the year were awaiting trial. 

I Thirty-one of the sixty-nine sentence review only cases disposed resulted in a reduced sentence. 
Special sOUrce or revision in the data: 

The number of SEll claims cases settled. discontinued. etc .. was provided by the Office of the Court Administration during 
data verification. 

mInformation on dispOSition type or trial data: 
Civil trials include only data for law and SNaIl claims cases. 

nInformation on time interval or age of pendin9 caseload data: 
Civil age of pending cases under 3 months. 3+ to 6 months. under 6 months, and 6+ to 12 months are listed as under 12 months. 
Small claims cases under 4 months old are given in the "under 3 months" category; 4 to 6 months are given in the 3+ to 6 months 

category. 
Traffic age of pending cases under 3 months and 3+ to 6 months are listed as under 6 months. 

Source: Office of the Court Administrator. JUdicial Statistics for Year tnding June 30. 1980 (Montpelier. Vermont). Statistics 
are from the annua 1 report except that tota 1 s have been computt'd where necessary. and additi ona 1 i nformati on was slJppl i ed 
by the Office of the Court Administrator during data verificati~n. 

VERHONT PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

19 circuits 
Ju ly 1. 1979 to June 30. .1980 

Civil d: 
Domestic relation .• : 

Adoptions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other domestic r~lations: 

Pre-marri age matters ...................................... . 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Decedent estates .......................................... . 
Testamentary trusts ....................................... . 

Total .................................. , •••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianshtp/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardi anshi p .... " ......................................... . 
Other estate: 

Gi fts to m; nors •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cemetaries ..... " ......................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ........... , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mental health: 
Alcohol and drug commitments ............................... .. 
Oth·er' ci vi1 : 

Change of name ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Vi ta 1 records ••.••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Grand total 

Beg1 nOliig 
pendin\! 

169 

1 
170 

4.809i 
1.956 
6.765i 

4,234i 

2 
o 
2 

11.001i 

28 
103 

-ill 
11.303i 

11.303i 

Number of contested hearings held 

Domestic relations: 
Adoptions ......................... 36 

Estate: 
Decedent estates •••••••••••••••••• 
Testamentary trusts .: ........... .. 
Guardi anshi ps .................... . 

Total ............................. . 
Hental health ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .•....•.. t ••••••• I •••••••••• " •••• 

Boldface headings indicate the claSSifications used by the CSIM project. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
. A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
lData are not complete: 

66 
4 

47 
117 

o 
153 

Filed 

4B3 

732 
1.215 

1.957 
67 

2.024 

667 

8 
o 
8 

2,699 

o 

173 
390 
~ 

4.477 

4.477 

Disposed 

502 

733 
1.235 

1.658 
76 

1.734 

427 

7 
0 
7 

2.168 

0 

176 
397 

-lli 
3,976 

3.976 

Figures for pending decedent estate and guardianship cases do not include cases commenced prior to January 1. 1970. 

End 
pending 

150 

0 
150 

5,108; 
1,947. 
7.0551 

4.474i 

3 
0 
3. 

11.5321 

25 
96 

-ill. 
11.804i 

11.804; 

Office of the Court Administrator. Judicial Statistics for Year Ending June 30. 1980 (Montpelier, Vermont). Statistics 
are from the year ending report except that totals have been computed where necessary. ' 

Source: 
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I 
VIRGINIA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
'J justices 
jurisdiction: 
- Fin.ll appellate jurisdiction. 
- judici.ll censure, retirement, .1nd 

remllv~,I. 

CIRCUIT COURT (31) 
111 judges 
lurisdiction: 
~ Civil actions in excess llf $1,000. 
- CrimiJ1.11 C.lses for which persons C.)11 

be sentenced to the st.lte penitenti.lr)'. 
Appe.lls de novo. 

Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (32) 
97.75 FTE general district and. 
65.25 FTE juvenile and domesllc 
relations judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions up tll $5,000. 
- Misdeme.lnors, ordinance \·iol.1ti''I15, 

(r.lffie, felol1), prelimir1.1ries. 

No jury tri.lls. 
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VIRGINIA SUPREME COURT 
Court of 1 ast resort 

7 justices 
January 7, 1980 to January 9, 1981 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Petitions to appeal granted: 
CiVil ..................................................... . 
Criminal .................................................. . Postconviction remedy: 

Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus ................................................ . 
Prohibition •.•.•••• s •••••••••••• e •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....• " ......•..••......•.•..•.•.•.•...••.......•.••.. Requests to appeal: 
Petitions to appeal: 

WithdraWn ............................................... . 
Civil ................................................... . 
Criminal ................................................ . Postconviction remedy: 

Habeas corpus ......................................... . 
Total ................................................... .. 

Total other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases ................................................... .. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ........................................... .. Other matters: 

Orders to show cause or respond •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extensions of time ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Total other proceedings ....................................... .. 

Manner of dispositio~ 

x 
X 

X 
2171 

X 
X 
X 

191 

2711 
2731 

171 
5611 

6401 

8571 

N/A 

N/A 
-lllA 

N/A 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

2,091 

2,091 

104 

336 
403 

--112. 
843 

Filed 

(234)e 

(234)e 

APf641S Written opinion ••••• 
Disposition of cases 

By order ............ 62 Affirmed ...................... . 

Disposed 

x 
X 

X 
226 

248k 
76k 
5k 

329 

43 
457 (186)!! 
783 ( 48)e 

57 ( Ole 
1,340 (234)e 
1,669 (234)e 

1,895 (234)e 

lOOk 

336 
403k 

--112. 
839 

X 
X 

X 
ziJrg 

X 
X 
X 

119 

308 
329 

22 
659 

I7B!l 

l,0419 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

Requests Original 
to appeal juri sdicti on 'f 

/1 
i 

Withdrawn ••••••••••• 0 Reversed, remanded, etc ...... .. 
Granted ....................... . 
Awarded ....................... . 
Refused ....................... . 
Withdrawn ..................... . 

Ap~8als 

86 
234 

37 
1,297 292 

{ 

! ; 
/ 

J 
I 

I 
! 

i 
I 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this cas~ type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. -- • Not applicable. 

43 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

Petitions to appeal granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for the appeal. The number of granted petitions to appeal appear in parentheses. 
9Change in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Figures are as reported in the ~nnua1 report. 
KAdditiona1 information: 

One mandamus, 34 habeas corpus, and 2 proh1bition cases were awarded. 
Three rehearing requests were granteq; the remaining 97 were refused. 
Three-hundred-eightY_five extensions of time requests were granted; eighteen Were refused. 1Spec la1 SOUrce or revision in the data: 

Beginning pending figures for other casei>\ Were taken froln the 1979 annual report, where they are listed as end pending figures for 1979. 

Source: 

I 
Office of the Executive Secretary, Supr~me Court, State of the Judiciary Report 1979 and State of the Judiciary Report 
1980 (Richmond, Virginia: 1980 and 1981), Statistics are from the annual reports except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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VIRGINIA CIRCUIT COURT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
31 circuits, 111 jud~2s 

January I, 1980 to December 31, ,1980 

End Bf.?lnning Filed _____________________________________________________ ]end~l~n~9 ________________________________ ~~~ __ _ 

Chi 1 d: 

Disposed pending 

Law: 
Other law.................................................... X 

Rea 1 property ri ghts: 
Condemnation ................................................. X 

Equity: 
Other chancery ............................................... X 

Domestic relations: 
Marriage dissolution: 

Divorce .................................................... X 
Appeal ......................................................... ___ X 

Tota 1 ci vi 1 X 

Crilllinal d: 
Felony......................................................... X 
Misdemeanor .................................................... X 
Extraordinary writs 

Habeas corpus ................................................ ____ X 

Total criminal .................................................. X 

Grand total ...................................................... 123,2491 

Civil 
law ............... . 
Real property 

rights ••••••••••• 
Equity ••••••••••••• 
Domestic relations: 
Marriage 

dissolution ••••• 
Appeal ••••••••••••• 

Total ............. .. 

1,436 

157 
20 

156 
1,770 

Non-jur~ 

4,146 

171 
1,858 

1,635 

641 
8,451 

Total 

5,582 

328 
1,878 

1,636 

797 
10,221 

Law 
Settled/dismissal •• ~ 
Default judgment ••• 1,991 
Case purged •••••••• 2,446 
Trial-depositions •• 
Trial--commisioner. 61 
Other •••••••••••••• 1,597 

27,748 

1,075 

13,176 

34,047 
~ 

78,732 

36,378 
23,434 

-ill 
60,254 

138,986 

25.727 

1,015 

11,625 

31,510 
~ 

71,859 

34,809 
22,335 

-.ill. 
57,499 

129,358 

Civil dispositions 

Rea 1 property Marriage 
dissolution 

2,294 
ritts 
3 2 

19 

183 
103 

EjUit~ ,16 
39 

1,555 
631 

1,924 
2,436 

3 
3,170 

14,597 
9,404 

506 

Criminal dispositions 

X 

X 

X 

X 
___ X 

X 

X 
X 

___ X 

X 

132,877 

~ Total 
-~8119 2o.ID 

38 2,071 
162 7,352 

15,228 
11,572 

76 4.718 

Criminal: 
Felony ............ . 
Misdemeanor •••••••• 
Extraordinary writ • 

2,588 
798 

8,573 
6,130 

11,161 Felony 

1,256 
5,671 

14,556 
2,165 

Misde
llleanor 

Extraordi nary 
writ Total 

Total ............. .. 
Grand total ••••••••••• 

3,386 
5,156 

94 
14,797 
23,248 

6,928 
94 

18,183 
28,404 

Withdrawal prior to trial 
Dismissed without trial •••• 
Nolle Prosequi ••••••••••••• 
Guilty plea prior to trial •• 
Other .................... .. 

Time interval data (months) 

T.724 
1,001 
2,408 
9,250 
1,024 

0-12 13-24 25-36 37-48 49-60 61+ 
Age of concluded cases: months months 

Civil : !1J!l~ months months months 

Law .................... 11,386 8,610 2,714 969 434 1,614 
Real property ri9hts ••• 396 372 116 43 13 75 
Equity ................. 5,491 2,790 1,101 580 279 1,384 
OOlllestic relations ••••• 16,131 9,402 2,270 1,042 458 2,307 
Appeal ................. 876 712 141 68 24 61 

Total ................... 34,280 21,886 6,342 2,702 1,208 5,441 

Time interval data (months) 

This term 6-9 9+ 
This term to 5 months months .!!!!!l'llli Age of concluded cases: 

CriRli nal: 
Felony .••.••.•••••..... 10,333 18,198 3,916 2,.362 
Misdellleanor •••••••••••• 9,648 9,493 1,774 1,420 
Extraordinary writ ••••• 201 119 15 20 

Total ................... 20,182 27,810 5,705 3,802 

Boldface headings indlcate the classlficatlons used by the CSIM project. 
X ~ The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- ~ Not applicable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

9 
165 

87 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

T;""1"3! 
2,422 
8,079 

23,806 
3,276 

Beginning pending figures for the 1980 court year were taken from the 1979 annual report where they are given as end pending 
fi gures. 

Source: Offir.e of the Executive Secretary. Supreme Court, State of the Judiciary Report 1980 (Richmond, Virginia: 1981). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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32 districts, 

VIRGINIA DISTRICT COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

97.75 FTE general district judges and 65.25 FTE juvenile judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Child: 
Domestic relations ............................................ . 
Other civil: 

Civil ....................................................... . 

Total ci vi 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal d: 
Other crilllinal: 

Criminal .................................................... . 

Total criminal .................................................... 
Traffic: 

Tota 1 traffi c ................................................... 
Juvenile: 

Tota 1 juvenil e .................................................. 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil ~ase is coun~ed with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The crimlnal case unlt of count is the number of charges. 

Filed Disposed 

63,210 54.268 

573.015 539.755 

636.225 594.023 

329.302 313.298 

329,302 313,298 

957,743 924,643 

132.107 121.766 

2,055,377 1,953,730 

Source: Office of the Executive Secretary, Supreme Court State of the Judiciary Report 1980 (Richmond Vi~9inia: 
Statistics al'e from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. ' 
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End 
pending 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

1981). 

~. 
\ 



r-
l, 

:j 
1'1 I' 

i~1 

f 

~ 

~~ , 

t 

,~'" 

WASHINGTON COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

C'I/lstitutilln.,litl· 
lIf ;,I.,tute, 

(nnfii, tin)\ 51.ltlltes 
(lr rule> ,'f 1.1\\', 

_ .. 

.. -

MUNICIPAL AND 
POLICE COURT (149) 
Jurisdiction: 

SUPREME COURT 
Q justices, I cum missioner 
lurh,dillinn: 
_ HeMs difl'ct .,pre.,ls wherein .1Ctinns 

tlf st~lt(' tlffici"is ,lr(l involved, wht'fe 
~"l1stiluti\'n.,lity Uf.l 5t"lute is ques
tioned, where l'llnflictin)\ St.ltlltCSllf 
rules uf 1.11\' are invulved. !,~ where 
the iSSUI' is IIf brn.ld public Interest. 

• ;\)\)\ril'I'('d p.lrt~' h.15 ri)\nt of rl'\'iew 
whl'n rl'\·ors.ll in ('<'urt (If Apl'(·.,ls is 
nut lHl(lniIl'HlUS; tlth('rwi~(l n·nt·\\, h
dis(r('t1tHl,1f~·. 

J 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
I b jud)\es, 3 commissioners 
jurisdictiun: 
• HeMs .'ppe.,ls fr(lm inwercuurts e~

(Cpt th(lse in the jurisdicti(ln ,'f thl' 
Supreme C"urt. 

SUPERIOR COURT (28) 
117jud)\es 
lurisdicti(lIl: 
• Aill'i\'ilm.,ttl'rs except 5m.lll d.lims. 
• Exclusive jurisdiui(ln (lver prub.,te, 

divuru', ,lIld "nnulm~nt. 
_ All aiminal m.,tters encr! minur 

<'rimil"'!. 
• Exdu5h'e jurisdil'lion liver juvenile. 
Apl'e.,ls .>r(' hr.lrd de novo, 

Jury tri.,I" 

t 
t 

DISTRICT COURT (72)* 
Jurisdiction: 

- Municipal ordin,lnce violatio"s (fine 
less th.ln $500. sentence Il'ss th.ln 

_ Civil.lCtions under $3,000. small 
claims. 

_ Misd~mea"(lrs (fine less than ~!?OO 
andlor sentence less th.ln b m(!nlhs), 
traffic. felony preliminaries. b months). 

- Not of record. - Not of record. 

jury trials. 

Ind".*'~ n'utl' of .'ppe"l. 
'Oistril't (\llIrt provides services III municipalities th,'t do not h.we a Mllnicip"lor Police C(lurt. 
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CIlurt 
(If I.lst 
resort 

Intermediate 
appell"tt· 

wurt 

Cuurt of 
/lener.,l 

jurisdIction 

Courtsor 
limited 

jurisdictiun 
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WASHINGTON SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

9C justices 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

.Civil ....................................................... . 
Cri.inal .................................................... . 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction: 

Personal restraint petitionsj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Disciplinary matter ....................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Requests to appeal: 
Petitions for review: 

Civil .................................................. .. 
CriMinal ............................................... .. 

Total .................................................... . 
Notices of discretionary review •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total other cases ........................................... .. 

T(Jtal cases 

Beglnnlng 
pendingJ 

Manner of disposition 

Filed 

103 
31 

-n4 

55 
17 
72 

226 
174 
400 
161 
561 

b'33 

767 

Reguests to appeal 

Petitions Discre-
Apceals Orf gi nal Disci- for review tionary 

CiVIl CrIminal Total jurisdiction ~ clvn CrimInal review 

Opi nion ......... 65 15 80 9 13 35 44 22 
Order: 

Denied ........ 16 168 48 129 
Dismissed ..... 29 4 33 0 0 0 0 0 
Transferred ••• 49 5 54 29 5 2 4 

status of pending caseload (12/31/80) 

Disposed 

Total 

143 
24 

167 

54 
13 
67 

205 
197 
402 
155 
557 

624 

791 

requests 
to appeal 

88 

445 

11 

Total 

203 

461 
33 
94 

Orginial Petitions for review 

Not ready for settin9 .............................. .. 
Ready for setting .................................. .. 
Set for heari ng ..................................... . 
Opinion/order in process •••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••• 
Opinion/order filed awaiting remittanceJ ••••••••••••• 

civil 
-so 

3 
17 
7 

19 

CrIminal 
30 
10 

9 
o 
3 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
-- = Not applicable. 

cJud~e information: 
I~ 3ddition. one commissioner serVes the Supreme Court. 

Totar 
--so 

13 
26 
7 

22 

proceedings 
8 
6 
7 
o 
o 

gGhange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
. Figures are as given in the annual reports. 

civil CrImInal Total 

52 36 88 
2 0 2 

25 9 34 

End 
pendi ngj 

839 
49 • 

--rr29 

139 
8 

219 

549 
369 
909 
339 

1239 -m9 

2769 

Other 
cases Total 
18 lI2 

3 22 
11 132 
1 10 
7 63 

JExplanat;on of data included in the category: 
Pending caseflow data included in the profile do not include cases on which the opinion or ortier has been filed but are still 

awaiting remittance. 
Personal restraint petitions are requests for relief from conditions of restraint imposed by the court, i.e., a prisoner who 

feels his sentence should be shortened under new laws passed since his incarceration. 
ISpecial source or revision in the data: 

Beginning pending figures were taken from the 1979 annual report where they are given as end pendin9 figures for 1979. 

Source: Office of the Administrator for the Courts, 23rd Annual Report 1979 and 1980 Annual Report of the Caseloads and Operations 
of the Courts of Washington (Olympia, Washington). StatIstics are from the annua1 report except that totals have been 
computed where necessary. 
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WASHINGTON COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

3 d1visions, 16 judges, 3 commissioners 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal .................................................... . 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: . 

Personal restraint petitionsJ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Motions for discretionary review •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases ................................................... . 

Beg1 nmng 
pendingJ 

1,1361 
7861 

1.9221 

801 

511 
-ml 

2.0531 

Manner of disposition 

Ci vil 
Aepeals 

Crlmlnal Total 
Opinion: 

Published opinion 237 142 379 
Unpublished opinion. 291 299 590 

Order: 
Denied ••••••••••••• 0 0 0 
Dismissed .......... 565 149 714 
Transferred ........ 41 17 58 

Fi led 

1,401 
850 

2,25T 

313 

188 
--sor 

2.752 

Other 
~ Total 

14 393 
14 604 

162 162 
195 909 

25 83 

Status of pendin~ caseload (12/31/80) 

elV11 
Not ready for settin9 ...................... 689' 
Ready for setting •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Set for hear; ng .......................... .. 
Opinion/order in prqcess ................... . 
AWaiting remittanceJ ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

337 
258 
110 
143 

Appeals 
Crlmlnal 

493 
225 
214 

78 
132 

801dface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
-- = Not applicable. 

lotal 
1.182 

562 
472 
188 
275 

Original 
proceedings 

73 
49 

8 
3 

19 

gChange in pending'does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
. Figures are as given in th~ annual report~. 
JExplanation of data included 1n the category. 'ti 'tt 

Pd' f1 ow data i ncl uded in the prMil e do not i ncl ude cases awal n9 rem1 ance. 

Disposed 

1.134 
607 

-T,74r 

24<1 

166 
--rnr 

2.151 

Requests to 
appeal Total 

""';"7i55r- 1-;310 
7 618 
5 485 
6 197 
5 229 

End 
endingj 

1.3949 
I,0109 

2';4o'4g 

1339 

739 
2OO9 

2,6109 

P:~S~~~IC~!~traint motions are a procedure for seeking relief from terms of confirement. 

lSpecial source or.revi~ion in the datka: f th 1979 annual report where they are given as end pending figures for 1979. Beginning pendlng f19ures were ta en rom e . 
. . for the Courts, 23rd Annual Report 1979 and 1980 Annual Report of the Caseloads and Operatlons 

Source: Office of the Admlnls~rator (Olympia. Washington). Statistics are from the annual report e~cept that totals have been of the Courts of Washlngton 
computed where necessary. 
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WASHINGTON SUPERIOR COURT I 
Court of general jurisdiction 

28 courts, 117 judges 
January 1. 1980 to Oecember 31, 1980 

Beglnnlng End 
Filed Disposed ----------------------------------____________________ ~p~~in~g~ ________________________________ ~p~e~n~dl~·n~9~ __ 

Civil d: 
Tort It' •••••••• :1 ••••• II •••••••• It •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Contract: 
Commerci aI/contract ......................................... . 

Rea I property ri ghts: 
Property ri ghts ............................................. . 

Domestic relations: 
Adoptions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , .................... . 
Other domestic relations: 

Domestic relations ........................................ . 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/Intestate: 

Probate .............................................. l: ••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardi anshi ps •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mental health ................................................. . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of trial court case: 
lower court appeals ...................................... .. 

Appeal of admlnistative agency case: 
Administrative law Review ................................. . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil .................................................. .. 

Total civil ................................................... .. 

Criminal d: 
FelonyJ: 

Crime against personJ ....................................... . 
Crime against propertyj ........... , ......................... . 
liquor/narcoti cs ............................................ . 
Other criminal .............................................. . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal of trial court case: 
De novo appeals from lower courts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Juvenile: 

Criminal type offense: 
Juvenile offenders ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Non-offense: 
Juveni 1 e dependency •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 juvenfl e . ........................ " ....................... . 

Grand total ....................................................... . 

Civil dispositionsim Tri aId 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
iVA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

tI77i 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

---'UA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Dismissed--fai1ure Jury Non-jurl: to prosecute ........ 9.254 
Defaul t judgment ••••• 24.530 Civil ....... 902 5.756 Change of venue •••••• 622 Criminal 1,417 648 Summary judgment ..... 1.736 Juvenfle •••• 3.022 Settled •••••••••••••• 20,650 Total ••••••••• 2,319 9.524 

7.141 

22.39: 

8.730 

3.836 

44,938 
48,774 

12.041 

2.148 
14.189 
5,720 

1.154 

792 
1.946 
9,049 

TlT.94O 

5.802 
3,898 
1.763 
3.280 

14.743 

~ 

17.930 

18.6501 

4.3221 

22.972 

158.848 

~ 
6,658 
2.065 
3,022 

11,843 

6.355i 

18.7441 

5.071 i 

X 

34,341! 
34.341 1 

X 
X 
X 

294i 

515i 
8091 

5,258i 
"ll8,923' 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 

__ X 

15.220 

15,674 

2.476 

18.150 

122,293 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

tfTA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

---'UA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Crimi nal dispositions i 

Dismissed or prosecution 
deferred •••••••••••••••• 3.568 

Convicted and sentenced .. 9,218 
Change of venue .......... 860 
Acquitted ................ 654 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CStM project. 
N/A .. this case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
X .. The data for this case type are knol'/n to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is SWorn. 
A non-jury trial 1s counted when the first witness is sworn • 

iData are not complete: 
The total number of domestic relations cases reported as disposed does not include the number of adoptions cases disposed. 
The court in Spokane did not report civil cases disposed by type of case. As a re~u!t. t,he number of torts. contracts, 

domestic relations, and civil appeals disposed are not complete. 
Total civn and grand total disposed figures are complete. 
Criminal type of disposition data were not available for eight court locations. 
Civil type of disposition data do not inclUde adoption, estate. or mental health cases, and do not include data for eight court locations. 

(continued on next page) 
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Washington Superior Court (continued) 

jExp1anation of data included in the category: 
All original criminal cases filed in the Superior Court are felony cases. Misdemeanors are heard only on appeal from lower 

courts. 
Crime against person category includes homicide. assault. sex offenses. an~ robbery. 

1 
Crime against property category includes burglary. larceny. and forgery. 

Special source or revision in the data: 
The number of juvenile criminal-type offense and non-offense cases filed were provided by the administrative office of the 

courts during data verification. 
mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Civil type of disposition figures. 

Source: Office of the Administrator for the Courts. 1980 Annual Report of the Caseloads and Operations of the Courts of Washington 
(Olympia. Washington). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. and 
additional information was supplied by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 

Civil d: 
Law: 

WASHINGTON DISTRICT COURTk 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

72 district courts 
January 1, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Beg1nn1ng 
pending 

Civil ....................................................... . N/A 
Small claims ................................................. .. 

Total civil 

Criminal d: 
Hisdemeanor .................................................. .. 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony preliminary ........................................... . 

Tota 1 cri mi na 1 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Grand total 

Tria1 d 

Jury 
Civil .................. X 
Criminal............... X 
Traffic •••••••••••••••• X 

Grand total ••••••••••••• 1.372 

Non-Jury 
X 
X 
X 

91.330 

Total 
--X 

X 
X 

92.702 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

-Filed Disposed 

79.429 N/A 
30.~22 ~ 

109.851 N/A 

83.748 N/A 

10.324 ~ 

94.072 N/A 

603.974 N/A 

807.897 tVA 

Criminal dispositionsm 

End 
pending 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Bail forfeitures •••••••••••••• 15.666 

Traffic dispositionsm 

Bail forfeitures •••••••••••••• 372.049 

X z The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of cou".t is the number of defendants on the information. indictment. or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted whe~ the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

kAdditional information: 
District Court data include Municipal Court cases that are processed by District Courts for munfcipa1ities that contract with 

the District Court for this purpose. 
mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Criminal and traffic dispositions include figures for bail forfeiture listed under both the court business 9f the District 
Courts and of municipalities that contract with the Oistrict Courts. 

Source: Office of the Administrator for the Courts. 1980 Annual Report of the Caseloads and Operations of the Courts of Washington 
(Olympia. Washin9ton). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary; 
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WASHINGTON MUNICIPAL AND POLICE COURTk 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

149 courts 
January 1. 1980 to December 31. 1980 

Civil ........................................ 
Tot~l civil .................. . 

. ................................................... . 
Criminal d: 

Ordinance violation' 
Criminal ...... -............................. 

Total criminal ................ .. 
.................................................. 

Traffic: 
Park! ng: 

Parking Citations •••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation- •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic • ............................. 
Total traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

................................................... 
Grand total ...................................................... 

Criminal Traffic .............. .. 
Grand total':::::::::::::: 

Jury 
X 
X 

352 

Non-jury 
X 
X 

45.161 

Total 
-X 

X 
45.513 

Beg1nning 
Filed pending Disposed 

--..!i!A --hl.Ql ~ 
N/A 3.203 N/A 

--..!i!A 57.681 ~ 
N/A 57.681 N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

--..!i!A 247.189 _N/A 
N/A 247.189i N/A 

N/A 308.073i N/A 

Criminal dispositionsk 

Bail forfeitures ••••••••••••••• 

Traffic dispositions k 

tiia-"""'''' 
pending 

~ 

tl/A 

_~/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

13.517 

Bail forfeitUres ............... 148.1561 

Boldface headings indicate the c1 if' 
N/A = This case type is handled b~s~h 1cati~nsbused by the CSIM project. 
X = The data for this case type are k~o~~u~ 'b u; t~e dat~ are unavailab1~. 
d. 0 e nc uded 1n the total. but were not i1 b 

Case definltion or unit of count: ava a le by category. 
The criminal case unit of c t i h 
A jury trial is Counted whe~u~l\e ju; ei number of defendants on the information. indictment. or complaint. 

ioat: ~~~-~~~Yc;~~f~t!~ counted when theYfi~s~W~i~~ess is sworn. 
k Total traffic and grand tot 1 fil d ' 
Additional information: a e flgures do not inClUde parking cases. 

Municipal and Police Court fi Ures d 
violations) that are roces

g 
d 0 not inclUde those Municipal Court cases ( i i 

Civil cases are handledPby th!ese~rt~!s~ri~tiCourts which contract with municip~~it~e~a~oOrtdhi~ance violations/traffic 
un1C pal Court only. r 1S purpose. 

Source: Office,of the Administrator for the Courts 
(OlympIa. Washington). Statistics are fro~ ~9:0a~~~~a1 Re ort of the Case10ads and 0 erations of the Cou t 

report except t at tota s ave been computed w ere r s of Washin ton 
necessary. . 
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WEST VIRGINIA COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

j 
MAGISTRATE COURT (55) 
148 m"Hi~tr,1t('~ 
lurisdidi"n: 
- 5 111.1 I! d.1illl •• 1Ild l"ndlord-ten.lIlt 
u"d~r $1.500, .. h f 

- Mi$d~Ill('.1I111rS .111d Ir.,ff" WIt 111(' 
Il'S~ thlln $1,000 ur $l"nhmu' 
I,'~~ th.11l 12 "",nth., F,·lony 
prplimiI111rif:~. 

lury tri.11" 

SUPREME COURT 
5 ju,;tk~,. 
luri~diction: . "1 
- Al'l'dl.H~ jurbdkti"1l1l1 r~\" l1h1t~~r> _ 

o\,pr $IOl\ in ""'~l'S in\'ol\,lIlH.lOn~tltu 
ti"lhllitv of.1 1.11\', .1nd in f~!ol1)'.''',,1 
miMi~n'(','n')r ,,\lSllS (rum (In:lIlt 
(\lurt. 

CIRCUIT COURT (31) 
00 judg~$ 
luri.dieti,,,,: 

- Civil.1etiuns ,,\'~r $100 .. 
- Unlilllit~d "rigin.,1 cnllun.11 

jurisdiction. 
Appe.1ls d~ no"o, 

lury tri.1ls, 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (54) 
54 judges 
lurisdiction: "., 
- Misd(,I11",llll1n .• Ir.,ffll', "rd,,,.,,,,, 

vi"l., 1;''''5, 

No jury I ri.,1,. 

472 

-

('ourt 
of 1.15t 
f('sort 

(ourt of 
~en('rl~1 

lur;5dirtHln 

Cuurts uf 
limited 

jurisdirtjun 

f
l 
I 
I 
I 

:1 

J 
j 
1 
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Cases: 

WEST VIRGINIA SUPREME COURT OF APPEALS 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Filed Disposed 

If 

!
i 

Appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota 1 appea 1 s .............................................. .. 

Other casesk: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Advisory opinion: 

N/A o (364)e 280 N/A N7i\" o (364)l! 280 NTA 

1 
1 

Certified question ....................................... . 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Requests to appeal: 

Regul ar writs ............................................ . 
Certiorari ............................................... . 

Total ..................................................... . 
Total other cases ........................................... . 

N/A 786 617 (l69)e 
N/A 9 3 ( 6)e N/A 795 620 (175)e 
N/A X X N/A X X N/A 467 245 (222)e N7i\" r,m-

865 ( J!T7'jt! 

N/A 
Tota 1 cases .................................................. . 

1.262 (364)e 1,145 (397)e 

Disposition of other cases 
Manner of dispOSition (matured cases) 

Written and per cUriam opinion •••••••••••••• 214 
Orders and per curiam orders •••••••••••••••• 66 

Original Advisory 
jurisdiction opinion 

Granted ••••••••••••• 
Denied ............. . 
Withdrawn ••••••••••• 
Not considered 

169 
555 

o 
62 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications Used by the CSIM project. 
8lank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X • Th' d,t. r" th" "" ty" .,' k"" t, b, ""'d,d " th' t't'l. b,t ""' "t ""I.b" by"t""y. -- = Not applicable. 

6 
3 

o 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 

Requests to 
appeal 

222 
212 

33 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

•• ".,t, t, ",.., th.t h ••• b", ".,t,d .,' "t ""t.d ., d"""d "t'l th, .,,.., " d","'d, • r"", " "t ""t,d r" the resulting appeal. These granted requests to appeal are the numbers appearing in parentheses. kAdditional Information: 

y"t V"",I, d", "t h •• , " "to,.t', "",' " .'th" ".'1 " """.1 ""'_ C," ."",t'" ",.'d" by th, "~"~, ""',t, ,r """t", r" ""t",, r" "".1 r'I,d ',d .'t,d "",_ D.t, '" "~I "',t"',d "'9.,d", "',." " • separate category. 
Or:,iginal proceedings are heard on a discretionary basis. 

S""" U",b",h., d ••• ""'d'd by 'h, .d"",t,.t,., ,rr", ,r th, ,,",t,_ S ••• ".", .,' rco, th' ""bl',h" d ••• """ that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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WEST VIRGINIA CIRCUIT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

31 circuits. 60 judges 
Deceniler 1. 1979 to Novetr.ber' 30. 

Civil d: 
Oomestic relations: 

Adoptions ................................................. .. 
Menta 1 hea lth: 

Mental hygiene ..................... , ....................... . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Administrative ........................................... . 

Other cf vi 1 : 
Civil ...................................................... . 
Miscellaneous cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... . 
Total civil ................................................... . 
Criminal d: 
Total criminal 

Juvenile: 
Tota 1 juvenll e 

Grand total .................................................... . 

Beglnnlng 
pending 

3221 

40Bl 

1061 

40, 7101 
1,482 

42,1921 

43,0281 

7.0251 

3,6441 

53,6971 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition Or complaint. 

1980 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or warrants issued. 
hFigure was computed: 

Fned 

1,193 

2,495 

2,400 

34,627 
4,470 

39.097 
45,lB5 

7,289 

7,232 

59,706 

End pending figures were calculated from filed, disposed, and beginning pending data. 
lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

Disposed End 
pending 

l,ln6 349h 

2,335 S68h 

2,317 1agh 

33,542 41,795h 
3,335 2,617h 

36,877 44,412h 

42,695 45,5I8h 

7,540 6,174h 

7,201 3,67Sh 

57,436 55,967h 

Beginning pending figures were taken from unpublished data provided by the administrative office of the courts for the year 
1979. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the administrative office of the courts. Statistics are from the unpublished data except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

WEST VIRGIIUA MAGISTRATE COURTa 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

55 courts. 148 magistrates 
December 1. 1979 to November 30, 1980 

Civild: 
Tota 1 ci vil 

Crilllinal d: 
Mfsdemeanorj .................................................. . 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony ..................................................... .. 

Total criminal ................................................. . 
Traffic: 

Other traffic violation: 
Traffic and D.N.R.j •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic .................................................. . 

Grand total .................................................... .. 

Beglnnl ng 
pending 

X 

X 

__ X 

X 

__ X 

X 

96,580f 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 

Filed 

53,319 

l17,491 

12.650 

130,141 

129,131 

129,131 

312,591 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or a complaint. 
The criminal unit of count is the number of warrants issued. 

Disposed 

52,311 

107,679 

10.468 

118,147 

106,864 

106,B64 

277,322 

by category. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 

Ena 
pending 

X 

X 

__ X 

X 

X 

X 

131,849 

Between 1979 and 19BO the reporting period for this court was changed. As a result, figures reported for the end of the one 
. year and the beginning of the next year do not match since these two periods do not overlap. 
JExplanation of data included in' the category: 

Misdemeanor includes worthless check cases. 
"O.N.R." are cases, primarily traffic violations, occurring in state parks under the jurisdiction of the Department of Natural 

Resources. 
Source: Unpublished data provided by the administrative office of the courts. Statistics are from the unpublished data exce~t 

that totals have been computed where necessary. 

WEST VIRGINIA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

54 courts, 54 judg~s 
January 1, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1980. 
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WISCONSIN COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
o final appell.lte jurisdiction over .111 Courts 

In the st.lte. 
o Umite~f original jurisdiction in cases of 

statewIde concel'l1. 

COURT OF APPEALS (4 Districts) 

12 judges 
JUrisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction to issue prerogative 

IVnts. 
- Revi.e\~s de~isillns of fOIVer courts .1nd 

admlnlstrallve proceedings. 

CIRCUIT COURT (69) 
190 judges 
JUrisdiction: 
- Original civil. 
o Origina' crimir1.11. 
o Juvenile lIl.llters. 
Apr:.lls from Municip.1i Justice Court 
ur tnal de n(lVo. 
Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL JU':':ST':':'~CE-C-O-U-R-T'" 
(208) 
210 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
o Municipal ordinance Violations. 

N(I jury tri.lls. 
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WISCONSIN SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January 1. 1980 to Oecermer 31, 

Cases: 
Appealsj: 

Tota I appeals .................................................. . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, certiorari ••••••••• 
Miscellaneous ........................................... . 
Original actions ......................................... . 

Total .................................................... . 
IH~ciplinary ............................................ . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total other cases .............................. ~ ............ .. 

Total cases ....................... " ..... ~~, ......... ,. ......... . 

other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Motion for reconsideration ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other matters: 

Motions ..................................................... . 
Foreign bar admissions, bar exam, and diploma •••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• 

Beg1nmng 
pending 

4 
N/A 

0 
4i 
0 
4i 

----.p 

112i 

2 

12 

-1.? 
14 

Manner of disposition 

1980 

Published written and per curiam opinions 
Terminated without opinion •••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM proj~ct. 
N/A = TIlis case type is handled by the court, hut the data are unava1lable. 
-- = Not applicable. 

gChange in pending does not equal the,diffe:ence b:tween filings and dispositions: 

Filed 

56 
27 
6 

89 
15 

104 
104 

683 

41 

66 
N/A. 

661 

107i 

Total 
24/ 

505 

Disposed 

38 
N/A 

6 
44i 
15 
59i 

-s9i 

610i 

38 

96 
551 
647 

685 

End 
pending 

-mg 

13 
N/A 

o 
13i 
o 

13i 
131 

148 i 

6 

_6 

13 

Figures are as given by the adminlstrat1ve off1ce of the court. 
iOata are not complete: di d d di d ot include Total original jurisdiction, original proceedings. total other cases, and total cases spose an pen nH 0 n 

miscellaneous cases. b d i' b and diploma cases Total other matters and total other proceedings filed do not include foreign ar a m SS10ns, ar exam, • 

jExplanati'ln of data i'lcIUde~a!~s t~~s~~~~~~r~~ "review, bypass, and certification." It can review decisions of the Court of 
The Supreme Court hear~ b ass of the Court of Appeals (on litigant's petition) and hear a case on certificaticn from the ~~~~~l~f ~~~~a~:~esTOnCO~~espond with data reported from other states in this report, these cases are cla~sified as appeals 

on this profile. 

Source: Figures were supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 
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WISCONSIN COURT OF APPEALsa 
Intermediate appellate court 

4 districts, 12 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 

Cases: 
Appealsj: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Criminal ................................................... .. 

Total appeals ............................................... .. 
819 
212 

r.mr 
Other cases: 

14 

0 
---r.r 

Original proceedings: 
Original jurisdiction ..................................... . 

Requests to appeal: 
Non-final order or judgment •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota 1 other cases •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••.•• 

Total cases .................................................... . 1,045 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions ..................................................... . 
~ 

Total other proceedings 
~ ..................................................................... .. 102 

Manner of disposition 

1980 

With opinion...................... 1,075 
Without opinion •.••••.•••••••••••• 1,145 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A " This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

1,633~ 
432J 

2;"iJO"5"j 

222 

~ 

2,287 

2,62gh 

2,629h 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
The difference is due to the inclusion in the data of reinstatements and corrections for error. hFigure was computed: 

The number of motions filed was calculated from disposed and pending figures supplied by the administrative office of the ' court. 
lData are not complete: 

The number of requests to appeal filed, disposed, and pendlng at the end of the year could not be separated from the civil and 
cri~inal appeals data. Total other cases filed, disposed, and pending at the end of the year figures do not include request . to appeal cases. 

JExplanation of data included in the category: 
Figures for request to appeal cases filed, disposed, and end pending are included in the number of civil and criminal appeals 
filed, disposed, and pending at the end of the year. There were 263 requests to appeal filed and 273 disposed, and 10 pending at the end of the year. 

Source: Figures were supplied by the Director of State Courts Office. 
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WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURTb 
Court of general jurisdiction 

69 circuits, 190 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Civil d: 
Small claims .................................................. . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................... . 

Other domestic relations .................................... . 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Estates ...••..•.•••.•.•.••••••••.•••.••••••.••.•••••••••••• 
Other estate: 

Other proceedings •••...•••.••.•••..••••••.•••••••••.••••••• 
Total .•.. , ••.•••.••••.....•••.•••...•.•.•..••.•••.•••.•.••••• , 

Begl nm ng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A Other civilJ ................................................... _--=.;;..:..:. 

Total civil N/A 

Criminal d: 
Felony ....................................................... .. N/A 
Misdemeanor ...•.....•.••.•.••••••••.•••.•••••••.•.••••.••••.••• N/A 
Other cri mi na I: 

N/A Contested forfel tures •.•..•..••.•••••••.••.•••..••••.•..••••• _---'c:.:.:..: 

Tota I cri mi na I 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Other contested traffic 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile 

N/A 

--1J!.A 
N/A 

N/A 

Grand total ...................................................... N/A 

Trial di 

Civil : 
Small claims ................ .. 
Domestic relations .......... .. 
Other civi iJ ................ .. 

Total ........................ .. 
Criminal: 

Felony ....................... . 
Misdemeanor •••••.••••••••••••• 
Other criminal •••.••••.••.•••. 

Total ........................ .. 
Traffic ........................ . 
Juvenile ••••••••••.••••••.••••.. 
Grand total ................... .. 

20 
58 

1,005 
1,083 

760 
439 

95 
1,294 

517 
N/A 

2,894 i 

coldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

Filed 

68,933j 

25,114 
13,714 
38,828 

35,405 

6,789 
42,194. 
69,019J 

218,974 

13,176 
35,633 

17.209 

66,018 

94,448 

94,446 

12,894i 

392,334ik 

4,757 
13,053 
3,918 

21,728 

421 
892 

1,706 
3,019 
6,656 

31,~b~i 

4,777 
13,111 
4,923 

22,811 

1,181 
1,331 
1,801 
4,313 
7,173 

N/A. 
34.2971 

Di sposed 

67,473j 

21,866 
9,599 

31,465 

28,128 

3,551 
31,679. 
64,lOB} 

194,725 

13,562 
35,959 

19,502 

69,023 

81,968 

81,968 

12,863i 

358,579; 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

-1i!.!l 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Statistics are collected separately by Milwaukee County, which is not a part of the otherwise statewide information system. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of co~~t is the number of informations or indictments. 
A juvenile disposition is counted with the disposition of a formal petition. 
A trial is counted when any testimony is taken. 

iData are not complete: 
Juvenile data wp.re not available for the first six months of· the year for any county except Milwaukee. 

. Total trial figures do not include trials conducted for juvenile cases. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

Small claims data are reported for all cases in Milwaukee County, but for contested cases only in the rest of the state. 
Cases included in the "other civil" category are torts, reill property rights. mental health, appeals, extraordinary writs. and 

other civil cases for all areas of the state not reported separately on the profile. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Director of the State Courts Office. 
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WISCONSIN MUNICIPAL JUSTICE COURTi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

208 courts, 210 justicesc 
January 1, 1980 to Decamber 31. 1980 

Criminal d: 
Ordinance violation: 

Civil ordinance violations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal k •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
Parking ...................................................... .. 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic ..................................................... . 
Other ....................................................... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••• ' 

Total traffic ........................... , ...................... . 

Grand tota I ..................................................... . 

8eginning 

pending 

--..!!L& 
N/A 

II/A 

N/A 
N/A 

--1i!l.. 
N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavaihble. 

End 
Filed Disposed 

pending 

-.li!A 50,832i ~ 

N/A 50,832i N/A 

N/A 164,456i N/A 

N/A 131, 859~ N/A 
2,105: N/A 

133,9641 --..!!L& 
N/A 

-.li!A 
N/A 298,420i N/A 

N/A 349,252i N/A 

cJudge information: 
One hundred and seventy-ei ght nuni ci pa I justices reported stat i sti cs for 1980. The muni ci pa 1 just! ce spends an average of 

2 1/2 hours on the bench and another 3 hours on rel ated court work each week. 

dCase definition or unit of court: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of complaints. 

iData are not complete: 
Data were reported for 178 of the 208 court locations. 

kAdditional information: 
In addition to the cases disposed by the court, the court also issued 34,005 warrants. 

Source: Data were supplied by the Director of the State Courts Office. 
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WYOMING COURT SYSTEM, 1980 

SUPREME COURT 
S justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- General ,lppeliate jurisdiction in 

civil and crimin'll C,lses from District 
Court. 

- Original jurisdiction to heM extr,l
ordinarr writs. 

DISTRICT COURT (9) 
1S judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Gener,lliurisdiction in civil. 
- Gener,lll urisdiction in criminal. 
- EwlusivE' juvl'nile code jurisdiction 

(exc/udin.s ordinance and traffic 
viol.ltion!i). 

Appe'lls on taped recurds. 

Jury trials. 

JUSTICE COURT (44) 
t 

MUNICIPAL COURT (78) 
80 judges 

37 justices of the pe,lce 
JUrisdiction: 
- Ch'U actions under $1.000 extept 

title to real estate. 
- Misdemeanors (fine less than $100, 

sentence less than 6 n1\lnths), pr<!
liminary hearings. 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over O1unicip,lI 

ordinance violations mne less than 
$200, sentence less th'ln 3 months). 

Jury trials. 

Indicates route llf appeal. 

JUT>' trials. 

COUNTY COURT (2) 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1.000 except 

title to real estate. 
- Misdemeanors (fines less th.m $100, 

sentence less than 6 months), prelimin,lry 
hearings. 

Jury trials. 
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WYOMING SUPREME COURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

CiVil ....................................................... . 
Criminal •••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tota I appea Is •••••••••••••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other cases: 

Original proceedings ........................................ . 
Tota I other cases ............................................ . 

Tota I cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 

Beg1 nm ng 
pending 

62 
13 --rr 

2 
--2 

77 f 

Filed Di sposed hnd 
pending 

124 73 
36 25 

lliO --gs 

135 
48 

-nIT 

23 3 
~ -3 

24 
~ 

207 183 101 

CiV11 
Signed opinion .• -gz-
Per curiam 

Manner of disposition 
A~peals Origin~l 

Crlmlnal Total proceedlngs 
Disposition of cases 

23 J:i'lr 5 Total 
lIU 

Appeals Or1gin~1 
Civil Criminal Total prOCep.dlngs 

opinion ••••••. 2 
Order •••••••.••• 0 

1 
o 3 

o 
o 

13 
3 

13 

By opinion: 
Affi rmed •••••• 
Affirmed in part/ 

reversed in part .•• 
Reversed ••.••••••••• 

Dismissed ........... .. 
Withdrawn/settled 

Status of pending caseload (12/31/80) 

Not matured ••••••••••••••••• 26 
Matured.. ................... 0 
Set for arguolOent ........... 29 
Under advi semelit ............ 46 

Boldface headings indicate the classific~tions used by the CSIM project. 
N/A " This case tYpe is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

49 

9 
24 
35 
5 

22 

o 
3 
9 
3 

X " The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
Figures are as supplied by the Clerk of the Supreme Court and the Office of the Court Coordinator • 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the clerk of the Supreme Court and the Office of the Court Coordinator. 
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Civil d: 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 

WYOMING DISTRICT COURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

9 districts, 15 judges 
January 1, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

Beglnnlng 
pending 1 Filed 

Probate ,. .... oo. '" ....... ,.. '" •• '" •••• '" ••• ! ... '" .............................. '" .. .. N/A 
~1Q.f 

2,139 
Other ci vil ••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 10.902 

Total civil 

Criminal d: 
Felony: 

Criminal 

~ctal criminal 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile 

Grdna total 

Civil ..•••.••.• J64y 
Criminal •.••••• 62 

Total .•••••••••• 126 

Trial d 

Non-jury 
3,346 

260 
3,606 

Total 
T.'ITO 

322 
3,732 

4,540fl 13.041 

_1.732 

1,732 

N/A 980 

5,238i 15,753 

Civil disoositions 
Other civil 

Oefault •••••••••• 3,477 
Oismissal •••••••• 3,478 
Other •••••••••••• 128 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the CSIM project. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

Disposedi 

N/A 
10.493_ 

10,493i 

~. 

1,666 

N/A 

12,159i 

End 
pending i 

N/A 
4.949 

4,949i 

764 

764 

N/A 

5,713 i 

Criminal dispositions 

Guilty plea ••••••••••••• 863 
Dismissal •••••••••••••.• 416 
Other ••••••••••••••••••• 65 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations. 
The trial definition is not consistent statewide. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1980 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1979 court year: 
. Figures are as given in the unpublished data. 
lData are not complete: 

Total civil pending and disposed figures do not include any estate data. 
Grand total pending and disposed cases do not include any estate or juvenile data. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Office of the Court Coordinator. Statistics are from this unpublished source except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

WYOMING COUNTY COURT AND JIJSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts, 4 judges; 44 courts. 37 justices of the peace 
January 1. 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the County Court and Justice of the Peace Court for 1980. 

WYOMING MUN!CIPAL COURT; 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

78 courts, 80 judges 
January I, 1980 to December 31, 1980 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1980. 
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Appendix A: Technical discussion of estimation procedures 
A. Calculation of Missing and Incomplete Data 

Least squares regression was u3ed to estimate 
the total volume of filings and dispositions in 
trial and appellate courts for 1980. The 
procedure followed is similar to the one that was 
used to estimate the national totals for the 1979 
edition of the Annual Report. The same or a 
reduced number of independent variables in each 
regression equation were used to predict 1980 
filings and dispositions. The coefficients of 
each regression equation were estimated, using 
all complete state-level caseload data. Unlike 
the 1978 Annual Report, Puerto Rico and Guam were 
included in the estlmatiQn procedure. 

The criterion used to identify which 
variables best predicted the caseload figures was 
the coefficient of determination (R2). This 
statistic identifies the percent of the variation 
in the variable being predicted (i.e., the 
dependent variable), that is explained by 
variation in the independent variable. The 
coefficient of determination can have any value 
between 0% and 100%. The independent variable 
that produced the highest R2 for each dependent 
variable was used in the estimating equation. 
The equations that were developed to estimate the 
1980 national totals are discussed below. 

Appellate Courts 

Courts of last resort: 
(I) Filings = -50 + 1.10 (1980 court of last 

resort dispositions) 
(2) Dispositions = 75 + .88 (1980 actual or 

estimated court of last resort filings) 

The number of missing data points that might 
inhibit estimates based on this pair of equations 
was small. Complete filing data were supplied by 
46 of the 52 possible states and dispositions were 
given for 45. Only four states were unable to 
supply complete data for both filings and 
dispositions. 

In previous years, appellate filings were found 
to be closely related to population figures. The 
coefficient of determination between estimates of 
1976 population and filings in the court of last 

TABLE A: 

resort in 1976 was 81%; in 1977 it dropped to 54%; 
but for 1978 it dropped even lower, to 35%. This 
unacceptably low value continued in 1979, with an 
R2 of 56%. In 1980, it dropped further to 53%. 

Therefore, as in 1979, we looked for another 
variable to predict current year appellate 
filings. Judicial expenditures and numbers of 
appellate judges also yielded low R2s of 43% and 
55% respectively. 

When courts of last resort were divided into 
those located in states with intermediate 
appellate and those without such courts, the less 
than significant relationships between filin9s, 
and population, judicial expenditures and numbers 
of judges in courts of last resort did not change 
appreciably. The coefficient of determination 
increased for those states without intermediate 
appellate courts, but decreased for those states 
with such intermediate courts. Therefore, on the 
average, controlling for the existence of 
intermediate appellate courts would not enhance 
the estimating equations. 

As was the case in 1979, dispositions in 
courts of last resort was the best estimator of 
1980 filings. This relationship yielded an R2 
of 97%. This relationship is so strong, attempts 
to introduce multivariate analysis would 
contribute so little additional explanation that 
such attempts were abandoned. When 1980 
dispositions were unavailable, 1979 actual or 
estimated dispositions were used. The prediction 
equation for filings in courts of last resort is 
given as equation (1) and was used to estimate 
filing figures for the six states that provided 
incomplete data. Dispositions were estimated 
from current year filing figures as outlined in 
equation (2). For those states with incomplete 
filing data, the estimated filing figure from 
equation (1) was used as the independent variable 
in equation (2). Although these procedures do 
not outline a theoretically important 
contribution to explaining filings and 
dispositions, they are desi!lned to estiloate the 
most accurate number, not necessarily the best 
causal explanation. The reader must be reminded 
of that subtle, but important research caveat. 

Estimates of filings and dispositions in courts of last resort and intermediate appellate 
courts in 1980, by state. 

State 
Alabama ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts ••••••••••••••••• 
Minnesota ................... .. 
Nebraska ••••.••••••••••••••••• 
New Jersey •••••••••••••••••••• 
New york ••••.••••••••••••••••• 
North Carolina •••••••••••••••• 
Pennsylvania •••.•••••••••••••• 
South Carolina .••••••••••••••• 
Wi sconsi n ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Court(s) of last resort 

Filed 

311 
711 
663 

1,520 
3,545 

540 

Disposed 

701 
658 

3,195 
550 

1,636 
885 
676 

Intermediate appellate courts 

Filed Disposed 
l,455a 

10,971a 

__ = Not appl·icable. These states do not have an intermediate appellate court. 
Note: These were the only courts where estimates of complete data were required. Blank spaces indicate 

complete data reported by the state. 
aData for the two intermediate appellate courts in Alabama. New York, and Pennsylvania were addeq 

together before they wer'e analyzed. 
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TABLE B: 

Estimates of filings and dispositions of civil, criminal, traffic, and juvenile cases in trial courts in 
1980, by state. 

C1 v11 Cr1m1nal ' Traff1C State Filed Dis~osed Filed Dis~osed 
Juven; Ie 

Filed Disposed 
Alabama 247,777 226,250 172,841* 

Filed Dis~osed ........ 
Alaska ......... 
Arizona ........ 173,707 168,475 
Arkansas ••••••• 146,404 147,179 
ColoradO ....... 
Connecticut 154,994 
Delaware ••••••• 
Georgia ........ 347,254 303,842 
Indiana ..... '" 
Iowa ........... 185,109 
Kansas ••••••••• 124,273 
Louisiana ...... 267,622 241,729 
Maine .......... 73,029 89,947 
Maryl and 268,380 242,321 
Massachusetts .. 418,430 
Michigan ....... 587,035 490,871 
Minnesota ...... 
Mississippi .... 161,256 158,764 
Mi ssouri ....... 
Montana ........ 51,667 73,285 
Nebraska ....... 101,153 111,883 
Nevada ......... 52,426 73,876 
New Hampshi re •• 60,136 79,890 
New Jersey 467,334 397,504 
New Mexico ..... 84,089 98,573 
New York ....... 1,111,531 899,978 
North Dakota ••• 43,199 66,679 
Ohio •••••••..•• 
Oklahoma .•••••• 193,109 
Oregon •••••.•.• 168,335 164,285 
Pennsyl vani a , .• 449,547 
Puerto Rico ••••. 
Rhode Island '" 61,779 81,172 
South Carolina . 199,050 188,243 
South Dakota ••• 59,928 
Tennessee ••••.• 292,080 260,807 
Texas .......... 901,139 735,872 
Utah ........... 94,264 106,510 
VErmont ........ 
Washington ..... 213,164 
West Virginia .. 
Wisconsin ...... 
W omin ........ 31,696 57,707 

153,732* 
9,750 

128,891* 115,495* 
121,183 110,242 
135,304* 121,074* 

20,738 11,805 
309,957 295,239 
311,501 296,753 
158,427 
125,757 114,724 
235,113 221,892 

235,825 222,591 
258,545 

374,141* 328,863* 

135,142 123,921 
277,465 263,398 
56,479* 52,496* 
18,653 68,562 
56,929* 52,888* 

35,470 

62,615 52,845 
685,354* 599,618* 
24,183 15,182 

431,854* 379,073* 
165,080 153,260 
141,795 130,441 

573,704* 
175,891 163,855 
41,647 32,296 

170,664 158,732 
26,381 17,335 

258,100 244,420 
560,516* 491,009* 
72,178 62,217 

288,988 274,691 
150,984* 

101,225 90,683 . 
264,872 251,057 
13,372 4,597 

93,580 
439,571 420,881 
269,411 255,826 
457,491 438,263 

69,651 62,058 
821,251 791,110 

321,411 306,266 

558,540 
1,181,011 1,140,078 

292 .• 771 278,485 

86,051 77,966 
190,371 119,157 

516,208 
181;143 

162,771 152,385 
3,883,091 

58,611 
3,761,095 

1,524,451 1,473,214 

345,891 330,011 
4,017,176 

156,691 146,487 
390,691 373,467 

693,171 666,873 
1,909,571 1,846,781 

21,011 14,878 

820,125 
188,451 177 ,294 
749,651 721,658 
66,931 

21,511 

34,802 

53,165 
28,089 
20,558 

12,223 

23,452 

30,576 

31,128 

20,998 
11,612 

8,087 
33,890 

5,479 
28,182 
25,975 

41,735 
51,702 
27,378 
20,073 

5,313 
11,988 
7,416 

11 ,279 

6,846 
22,880 
5,395 

29,791 

25,161 

30,326 
59,420 1,083 

Note: Figures in this table are estimates. California, the District of ColUmbia, Florida, Guam, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Illinois, Kentucky, North Carolina and Virginia were excluded from this table because they had complete 
data for all four of the major categories. 

* = Represents estimates based on a defendant unit of count. 
= Represents complete reported data. 

Intermediate A~~e11ate Courts 

(3) Filings = 171 + .98 (1980 intermediate 
appellate court dispositions) 

(4) DispOSitions = -155 + 1.01 (1980 intermediate 
appellate court actual or estimated filings) 

As was the case with "the court of last 
resort, almost all states reported complete data 
for filings and dispositions in their 
intermediate appellate courts. The previously 
described method used to estimate the filing and 
disposition volume for courts of last resort was 
used here. Of the 32 states with intermediate 
appellate courts in 1980, only two did not report 
complete filing data and two did not report 
complete disposition data. Population, judicial 
expenditures and the number of intermediate 
appellate court judges were not sufficiently 
powerful explanations to justify inclusion in an 
estimating equation with R2s of 70%, 76% and 

63% respectively. Current year dispositions Were 
found to be good predictors of current year 
filings (R2 value of 99%) for intermediate 
appellate courts. The new predictive equation 
(3) was calculated using data from 30 states. 
Dispositions were estimated in the same way as 
they were for the courts of last resort using 
equation (4), and based upon data from 30 states. 

Estimates for those states who failed to 
provide complete filing or disposition data can 
be found in Table A. 

Trial Courts 

Data for trial courts were estimated by case 
category: civil, criminal, traffic, and 
JUVenile. Far fewer states reported complete 
trial data than appellate data. As a result, the 
estimates of the national totals of cases filed 
and disposed in trial courts are less accurate 
than those given for appellate courts. 
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(5) Filings = 1,929 + 63.2 (1980 total 

population) 
(6) Dispositions = 32,984 + .78 (1980 actual or 

estimated trial court 
civil filings) 

Equation (5) is based on data from 28 states 
while equation (6) is based on data from only , 
20. The R2 for equations 5 and 6 were 91% and 
97% respectively. Total state expenditures 
judicial ex~enditures and the number of lawyers 
were also h1ghly correlated with civil filings in 
the trial courts. The R2 value for each of 
these were 90%, 88% and 77% respectively. 

T~e es~i~ates,of t~e volume of civil filings 
and d1Spos1t1ons 1n tr1a1 courts in all states 
are given in Table B. 

Criminal: 

Defendant based equations: 

(7) Filings = -26,966 + 37.5 (1980 total state 
population) 

(8) Dispositions = -3,360 + .87 (1980 actual or 
estimated trial court 
criminal filings) 

Non-defendant based equations: 

(9) Filings = -14,605 + 59.4 (1980 total state 
population) 

(10) Dispositions = -8,518 + .98 (1980 actual or 
estimated trial court 
criminal filings) 

, The ap~r?ach ~sed to estimate this year's 
cr1m1nal f1l1ngs 1S a refinement of techniques 
used in previous years. This year two sets of 
equations were developed; one based on those 
states which use defendants as the unit of count 
and a second set of equations based on states ' 
which employ a unit of count other than the 
defendant (e.g., the number of indictments 
informations, etc.). Although the samples'upon 
Wh1Ch the~e two sets of equations are relatively 
small, fa1lure to make this distinction would 
render any estimate problematic (espeCially when 
the percentage of states that use each of the 
various units of count are not statistically 
controlled.). Even this technique, however, does 
not categorize the states by every possible unit 
count type. Such a technique would be impossible 
statistically given the small number of states 
reporting complete data, and the large number 
unit of count types. 

Equation (7) was based on data from 10 
states, While equation (8) was based on data from 
8 states. The R2 were 93% and 99% 
respectively. Equation (9) was based on 8 
states, while ~10) was based on data from 6 
states. The R s were 90% and 99% respectively. 

The estimates of criminal filings and 
dispOSitions for all states are given in Table B. 

Traffic: 

(11) Filings = -20,269 + 80 (1980 number of sworn 
police personnel) 

(12) Dispositions = -5,503 + .97 (1980 actual or 
estimated trial court 
traffi C fil i ngs) 

The procedure used to est:imate the number of 
traffic cases filed and disposed during 1980 
approximates that used in 1979. A few states are 
known to include parking cases as a part of their 
traffic caseload; most do not. This practice 
renders their traffic filings so large, when 
compared to other states, that they become 
statistical outliers when using regression 
techniques. In order to prevent those few states 
tha~ include parking cases from inflating the 
est1ma.es fo: states that do not include parking 
cases in the1r caseload, states reporting traffic 
data which include parking cases that were 
eliminated from the complete data file were 
California, Hawaii, Illinois, Massachusetts and 
New Jersey. Equation (11) was estimated with 
complete traffic filing data (minus parking 
cas~s) from.23 states, while equation (12) was 
estlmated w1th complete dispOSitions minus 
parking cases from 20. The R2 for equations 
(11) and (12) were 72% and 99% respectively. 

The jurisdiction guide now being prepared for 
the 1981 An~ual Re~ort, will for the first time 
prov1de rel1able lnformation on the extent to 
which traffic data includes parking Violations. 
When complete, this will facilitate the 
development of three sets of equations; one based 
on those that report parking and non-parking 
together; one.based on non-parking data; and one 
based on park1ng data (whose estimates would be 
added to the non-parkin9 estimates). 

The estimates of the volume of traffic 
filings and dispOSitions in trial courts in all 
states are given in Table B. 

Juvenile: 

(13) Filings = 8,356 + 4.84 (1980 total 
popUlation figures) 

(14) DispOSitions = 132 + .97 (1980 trial court 
actual or estimated 
juvenile filings) 

Compl ete juvenil e data were reported by more 
st~tes than were data for any other category of 
tr1a1 court cases. Filing estimates were based 
on data from 44 states; disposition estimates 
Ivere based on data from 31. However. the R2 
value (i.e., 32%) for measuring the ~dequacy of 
the estimation equation was lower for juvenile 
filings than it was for any of the other 
e9uations. This is probably a reflection of the 
d1fferent way each state counts juvenile cases 
and our current inability to distinguish among 
those counting methods. Although the R2 was so 
low that very little confidence can be afforded 
e~timates base~ on equation (13), it was the 
h1ghest R2 ava1lable for inclusion in the 
equation. General expenditures and judicial 
expenditures yielded R2s of 25% and 21% 
respectively. In addition, since there were no 
state~ ~ere actual dispositions were available 
but f1l1ngs were not, juvenile dispOSitions could 
not be used to estimate juvenile filings. 
Although the R2 for equation (14) was very high 
(i.e.! 99%), the estimates resulting from 
equat10n (14) were based upon juvenile filings 
Yielded by the poor estimates of equation (13). 

'B. CalCUlation of the Estimates of National 
~ 

For each of the fOUt'teen categories of data 
represented above by an estimation equation an 
estimate of the national total volume was ' 
calculated. Actual figures or estimates for all 
50 states, the District of'Columbia, Guam and 
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Puerto Rico were added together to estimate the 
national totals. Finally. the estimates of total 
filings were added together by level of court to 
produce estimates of the total number of cases 
filed in all appellate courts and in all trial 
courts. Total dispositions for appellate and 
trial courts were produced in a similar manner. 

The estimates of caseload volume for appellate 
courts is given in Table 1 and for trial courts 
in Table 13 in Part I of this volume. 

The estimates reported in Tables 1 and 13 should 
be considered as "ballpark" estimates of the 
actual data. 
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Appendix B: Sources of 1980 state court casel_o_a...::.:d::.:.:.st~a~ti:.:::.:st...::.:iCS:.:::.:.:..:... __ -=.:..:.:::..:..:..:..:.:::....:.::::..:..:.~',', 111 

COURTS OF INTERMEDIATE GENERAL LIMITED 
STATE LAST RESO~T APPELLATE COURTS JURISDICTION COURTS JURISDICTION COURTS ----- ___ --=:;.;::..~=.c;.;.. ____ ----'-''-'----'-'~----- I 

Alabama ••••• Annual Report. 1979-80 
(The Administratlve Director 
of the Courts) 

Alaska ...... 

Arizona ..... 

Arkansas .... 

Ca I iforni a .. 

Colorado .... 

Connecticut • 

Delaware .... 

Di stri ct of 
Columbia .... 

Florida ..... 

Georgia ..... 

Guam •••••••• 

lIawaii ...... 

Alaska Court ststem. 1980 
Annual Report Admlnlstrative 
Director of the Courts) and 
memo from clerk to justices 
of Supreme Court entitled 
"Annual Statistical Report 
1980" 

The Arizona Courts. 1980 
Judlclal Re ort (Arlzona 
Supreme Court 

Sixteenth Annual Report. 1980 
Judlclal Statlstlcs (Executlve 
Secretary. Judicial Depart
ment) 

1981 Annual Report of the 
Administrative Office of the 
Californla Courts (Judiclar
Council of California) 

Annual Statistical Report of 
the Colorado JUdiciart 1979-80 
(Offlce of the State ourt 
Administrator) 

Report of the Judicial Depart
ment, State of Connectlcut 
Jul~ 1. 1978 to June 30, 1980 
(Chlef Justlce and C~lef Couf't 
Administrator. Judicial Depart
ment) 

1980 Annual Reeort of the 
Delaware Judlclary (Director, 
Admlnistrative Office of the 
Courts) 

1980 Annual Report (Joint 
Committee on Judicial Admini
stration in the District of 
Columbia and Executive Officer) 

Florida and Program Judicial 
System Stab sbca I Report 1980 
and 1981 (Office of State 
Courts Administrator) and addi
tional information supplied by 
the clerk of the court 

Seventh Annual Report (Adminis
tratlve Offlce of the Courts) 
and Caseload Analysis at the 
Supreme Court of Georgia 
(Coiie Estes) (unpublished) 

State of Hawaii: Annual Report 
1979-1980 (Administrative 
Director of the Courts) 

Annual Report, 1979-80 
(The Admlnistrative Director 
of the Courts) and unpublish
ed data provided by the clerk 
of the Court of Civil Appeals 
and the Court of Criminal 
Appeals 

Alask~ Court Ststem, 1980 
Annual Report Administrative 
Director of the Courts) and 
memo from clerk to justices 
of Supreme Court entitled 
"Annual Statistical Report 
1980" 

The Arizona Courts, 1980 
Judlclal Re ort (Arlzona 
Supreme ourt 

Sixteenth Annual Report. 1980 
Judlclal Statistics (Executlve 
Secretary, Judi ci aT Depart
ment) 

1981 Annual Report of the 
Administrative Office of the 
Californla Courts (Judicial 
Council of California) 

Annual Statistical Report of 
the Colorado Judiciary 
1979-80 (Office of the State 
Court Administrator) 

Annual Report. 1979-80 
(The Administrative Director 
of the Cuurts) 

Alask~ ~ourt Ststem,1980 
Annual Report Admlnlstrative 
Director of the Courts) 

The Arizona Courts, 1980 
Judiclal Re ort (Arlzona 
Supreme Court 

Sixteenth Annual Report, 1980 
Judicial Statistics (Execu
tive Secretary, JUdicial 
Department) 

1981 Annual Report of the 
Administrative Office of the 
Callfornia Courts (Judlcial 
Council of California) 

Annual Statistical Report of 
the colorado Judiciary, 
11rr9-80 (Offlce of the State 
Court Administrator) 

Annual Report, 1979-80 
(The Administrative 
Director of the Courts) ,1 

,j 
, J 

I 
I 

Al ask a Court Slstem, 1980 ,J 
Annual Report \Adminis- ' 
trative Director of the ' 
Courts) , 

, 
'I 

The Ari zona Courts, 1980 ! 1 
Judi C]a 1 Report (Arl zona i,1 
Supreme Court) and unpub- " 
lished data provided by il 
the Administrative Directo! 
of the Courts II 
Sixteenth Annual Report, I 
1980 Judicial Statistics ~ 
(Executive Secretary, :,: 
Judi ci al Department) I, 

I, 
1981 Annual Report of the I 
Administrative Office of I 

the CalIfornia Courts I 
(Judicial Council of j 
Ca 1 Horni a) and , 
unpublished data providedj 
by the Administrative I 
Offi ce of the Courts I 
Annual Statistical Report I 
of the Colorado Judici ary .' 
1979-80 (Ofh ce of the L 
State Court Administrator) 

t 
Report of the Judicial Oepart- Report of the Judicial Oepart- Report of the JUdicial l 
ment, State of Connect'l cut ment, State of connecti cut Department, State of 'I 
Jull 1. 1978 to June 30. 1980 JU1, I, 1978 to June 30, 1980 Connecticut July 1, 1978 t, 
(Chlef Justice and Chlef Court (ch ef Justlce and chief Court June 30, 1980 (Chief Just{ 
Administrator, Judicial Depart- Administrator, Judicial Oepart- and Chief Court Administril 
ment) ment) and additional informa- tor. Judicial Department) I 

tion was supplied by the Office ri 
of Chief Court Administrator, 11 

~~::c:::u:~p::;:::t of the 1980 Annual Reeort of the I\f 
Delaware Judic ary (Director, Delaware Judiclary r 
Adm'lnistratlve Office of the (Director. Administrative 1'",' 
Courts) Office of the Courts) ! 
1980 Annual Report (Joi nt -- I',,;" Committee on Judicial Admini-
stration in the District of 
Columbia and Executive 
Officer) q 

Florida and Program Activity Florida and Program Judicial Florida and Program t: 
Judicial sbstem Statisbcal system statistical Report 1960 Acbvlty Judicial System I 
Report 198 and 1981 (Offlce and 1961 (Office of State Statistical Report 1980 ~' 
of State Courts Administrator) Cour'ts Administrator) and 1981 (Office of State! 

Seventh Annual Rerort 
(Admlnistrative a fice of 
the Courts) 

State of Hawaii: Annual Report 
1979-1980 (Administrative 
Director of the Courts) and 
additional data supplied by 
the clerk of the court. 

Seventh Annual Re,ort 
(Admlnlstratlve 0 flce of the 
Courts) 

1980 Annual Report (Superior 
Court of Guam) 

Courts) , 

Seventh Annual Re~ort 
(Administrative 0 flce of 
the Courts) 

State of Hawaii: Annual State of flawaii: An.lual 
Report 1913-80 (Administrative Report 1919-BO (Adminis-
Director of the Courts) tratl\e Director of the 

Courts) 

-- indicates that the state has no court at this level. 
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{ 
j 

JentuCkY 
t 
i 
i 
'! 

4 

loui 5 i ana 
I 
1 

1 
i 
j 
1 
jaine 

't 
') 
,j 

iarYland 

I 

COURTS OF 
LAST RESORT 

The Idaho Courts 1980 Annual 
Report and Appendlx (Admlni
strat ve Office of the Courts) 
and additional information was 
supplied by the clerk of the 
court. 

1980 Annual Report of the 
Su reme Court of I111nois 
Administrative Office of the 

Illinois Courts) 

1980 Indiana Judicial Report 
(Olvislon of State Court 
Administration) 

1980 Annual Statistical 
Repofit (Court Administrator 
of t e Judicial Department) 

Annual Report on the Courts of 
Kansas. JUlb 1, 1979 through 
June 30. l~O (Offlce of 
Judicial Administration) 

Annual Report, 1979-80 
(Administrative Office of the 
Courts) and additional infor
mation was supplied by the 
clerk of the court. 

Judicial Council Annual Report 
with 1980 Statlstics and 
Related Data (JUdicial Admin
TStrator) 

Annu,l Rerort 1980 (Adminis
trative 0 fice of the Courts) 

Annual Report 1979-80 
(Admi nl strati ve Office of the 
Courts) and corrections were 
provided by the Clerk of the 
Court. 

lassachusetts Unpublished data supplied by 1 the Supreme Judicial Court 

1 
i 

!~1 chi gan 
'I 
1 

Annual Report 1979-80 
(State Court Admi ni strator) 

)innesota ... Not available 
I 
j 
,/iSSisSIPPi 

j 

j 

; 1i ssouri 

,1 
1 
I 

14th and 15th Annual Statis
tical Reports 1979. 1980 
(Executlve ASSIstant, supreme 
Court) 

Judicial Department of 
Missouri Annual Statistical 
Report FY1979-1980 (Office 
of the State Courts Adminis
trator) and additional infor
mation was provided by the 
Clerk of the Court. 

lontana Unpub II shed data Supp lied by 
, 'J the State Court Administrator 

If{rERMEDIATE 
APPELLATE COURTS 

1980 Annual Report of the 
Su reme Court of I1l1nois 
Administrative Ofr ce of the 

Illinois Courts) 

1980 Indiana Judicial Report 
(Division of State Court 
Administration) 

1980 Annual Statistical 
Repofit (Court Administrator 
of t e Judicial Department) 
and additional information 
was supplied by the clerk 
of the court. 

Annual Report on the Courts 
of Kansas, JUlb 1. 1979 
through June 3 , 1980 ( om ce 
of JUdicial Administration) 

Annual Report, 1979-80 
(Administrative Office of 
the Courts) dtld addit i ona 1 
informution \~as supplied by 
the clerk of the court. 

Judicial Council Annual 
Report with 1980 Statistics 
and Related Data (Judicial 
Administrator) and addi
tional information was 
supplied by the administra
tive office. 

Annual Report 1979-80 
(Administrative Office of the 
Courts) and additional infor
mation was supplied by t~e 
Clerk of the Court. 

Unpublished data supplied by 
the Supreme Judicial Court 

Annual Rerort 1979-80 (State 
Court Adm nlstrator) 

Judicial Department of 
Missouri Annual Statistical 
Report FY1979-1980 (Office 
of the State Courts 
Administrator) 

, lindicates that the state has no tourt at this level 
I 

\ 1 
! 

Ll 
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GENERAL 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

Idaho Courts 1980 Annual 
Ilepofi£ (Admlnlstrative Office 
of t I~ Cou rt s ) 

1980 Indiana ,1udicial Report 
(Dlvision of State Court 
Administration) 

1980 Annual Statistical 
Report, Iowa JUdl ci ary (Court 
Admlnistrator!lf the Jlldicial 

Annual Report on the Courts 
of Kansas, JUl b I, 1979 
through June 3 ! 1980 (Office 
of Judicial Administration) 
~nd corrections provided by 
the Administrative Office of 
the Court. 

Annual Report 1979-80 
(Administrative Office of the 
Courts) 

Judicial Council Annual 
Report with 1980 Statistics 
and Related Data (Judicial 
Adminlstrator) and additional 
information was supplied by 
the administrative office. 

Annual Report 1980 
(Administrative Office of the 
Courts) 

Annual Report 1979-80 
(Adminlstrat1ve Office of the 
Courts) and additional infor
mation was SUpplied by the 
Administrative Office. 

Annual neport--The Office of 
the Chief Adm1nistrative Jus
tice of the Trial Court, 1980 
and 1982 (Chlef Adminlstrative 
Justice) 

Annual Report 1978-79 and 
(,I rcuit Court surplement 
(State Court Adm nlstrator) 

Unpublished data supplied by 
the Office of the State Court 
Administrator 

Not available 

Judicial Department of 
Missouri Annual Statistical 
Report FY1979-1980 (Office 
of the State Courts 
Administrator) 

Unpublished data provided by 
the State Court Administrator 

LIMITED 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

1980 Indiana Judicial 
~eport (Dlvision of State 
ourt Administration) 

Not available 

Annual Report, 1979-80 
(Administrative Office of 
the Courts) 

Judicial Council Annual 
Report with 1980 Statis
tics and Related Data 
(Judlclal Administrator) 
and revisions were made 
by the state court 
administrator's office. 

Annual Report 1980 
(Administrative Office of 
the Courts) 

Annual Report 1979-80 
(Administrative Office of 
the Courts) 

Annual Report 1978-79 
(State Court 
Administator) 

Unpublished data supplied 
by the Office of the 
State Court Administrator 

Not available 

Not avail abl e 

(continued on next page) 
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Appendix B: Sources of 1980 state court caseload statistics «(:ontinued) I r 
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t 
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COURTS OF INTERMEDIATE GENERAL LI~ITED I ,,' APPELLATE COURTS JURISDICTION COURTS JURISDICTION COURTS 

I 
"I STATE LAST RESORT 

I \:1 
Nebraska The Courts of Nebraska 1980 The Courts of Nebraska 1980 The Courts of Nebraska 

~ (Off1ce of the State Court (Office of the State Court 1980 10frice of the State 
Admi ni strator) Administrator) Court Administrator) and 

unpublished data provided 

I 
\ by the Office of the State " Court Administrator 

Nevada •••••• Unpublished data provided by Unpublished data provided by Unpublished data provided 
the Administrative Office of the Administrative Office of by the Administrative 
the Courts the Courts Office of the Courts }l 

New Hampsh ire Eighteenth 8iennial Re~ort Eighteenth 8iennial Re~ort Eighteenth Biennial 
\{ of the JUdicial Eounci of Re~ort of the Judicial of the Judicial counci of the 

the State of New Ram shIre Counc11 of the State of State of New Ram~shire 

II 
(Chairman, Judicial Council) Chairman, Judicial Council) New Hamrshire (Chairman, 

and additional information JUdlcia Council) 
was provided by the Office 
of the Director of Adminis-

1\ 
trative Services 

New Jersey •• Annual Report 1979-80 Annual Re~ort 1979-80 Annual Re~ort 1979-80 Annual Re~ort 1979-80 and !", 
lAdm1nlstratlve Director Proceedlngs 1n the , 

(Admlnlstrative Dlrector of (Admlnl strati ve Oi redor of tj 
the Courts) the Courts) of the Courts) Munici~al Courts, Se~t I, II 1979 to Aug. 31. 1980 II (Admlnlstrative Olrector 

of the Courts) d p 
New Mexico •• Annual Re~ort, 1979-1980 Annual Re~ort, 1979-1980 Annual Re2ort, 1979-1980 Annual Report! 1979-1980 Ii (JUdicial Department of (Judicial Department of (Judicial Department of (Judici a I Oepartment of 

tl the State of New Mexico) the State of New Mexico) the State of New Mexico) the State of flew Mexico) 

New York .... Third Annual Re art 1981 Third Annual Re~ort 1981 Third Annual ReQort 1981 Third Annual Report 1981 ; 
Ch1ef Admin1strator of the (Chief Administrator of the (Chief Administrator of the (Chief Administrator of " Courts) Courts) Courts) the Courts) l 

North North Carolina Courts 1979-80 Unpublished data from Clerk North Carolina Courts 1979-80 North Carolina Courts I 
Carolina (Adm1n1strat1ve Off1ce of the of Court of Appeals (Adm1n1stratlve Off1ce of the 1979-80 (Admln1strat1ve 1 Courts) Courts) Office of the Courts) \ 

i 
North Dakota. Data supplied by the Clerk of Annual Re~ort, 1980 Annual Re~ort, 1979, 1980 I the Supreme Court (North Da ota Judicial (North Da ota Jud1clal 

II 
Council) Council) and additions 

and corrections were 
supplied by the adminis-
trative office of the 1 court 

Ohio ........ Ohio Courts Summar~ 1980 Ohio Courts Summarx 1980 Ohio Courts Summar~ 1980 Ohio Courts Summarx 1980 

1\ 
(oftice of the Adm1n1strative (Off1ce of the Adm1nistratlve (office of the Adm1nistrative (Off1ce of the Admln1s-
Director) Director) Director) trative Director) 

Oklahoma .... Re~ort on the Judi ci ary 1980 ~ort on the Judiciary 1980 Reeort on the Judiciarl 1980 "i'" '" 'h' J"dl,t'" 1 (A mln1strat1ve D1rector of dm1nistrative D1rectOr of (Administrative Director of 19 0 (Admin1strative I 
the Courts) the Courts) the Courts) Director of the Courts) 1 

Oregon •••••• 28th A~nual Reeort Relatin2 to 28th Annual Re20rt Rela~lng Statistical Re20rt Relating Statistical Re~ort Relating [ 
Jud1cial Admin1strat10n 1n the to Jud1clal Adm1nistrat10n in to the circuit Courts and 

to ,', '"w', ''" ", ,,' [ ~ourts of Oregon, 19~1 the Courts of Oregon, 1981 Oistrict Courts of the State Di stri ct Courts of tlie State t 
(Offlce of the State Court (Office of the State Court of Oregon, 1980 (Office of of Oregon, 1980 (Office of I 
Administrator) Admi ni strator) the State Court Administrator) the State Court Administrato~ 

Pennsyl vani a. 1980 Annual Re20rt 1980 Annual Re20rt 1980 Annual Re20rt 
(Administrative Office of the (Administrative Office of the (Administrative Office of 
Pennsylvania Courts) Pennsylvania Courts) the Pennsylvania Courts) 

Puerto Ri co .. Annual Re~ort 1979-80 and Annual Re~ort 1979-80 and Annual Re~ort 1979-80 and 
Annual Stat1sfics 1979-1980 Annual Statistics 1979-1980 Annual Statistics 1979-
(Off1ce of Court (Office of Court Adm1nistra- 1980 (Office of Court 
Administration) tion) Admi nistrati on) 

-- indicates that the state has no court at this level 
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STATE 

South 
Cal'ol i na 

South DakotQ. 

,Tennessee •• , 

Texas 

COURTS OF 
LAST RESORT 

Annual Report 1980 (Judicial 
Department of south Carolina) 

Benchmark: Biennial Re~ort of 
thie South Dakota Unif1e 
Juqicial Slstem FY 1978 and 
I91y (State r.ourt Admin
lstratDf's Office) 

1980 Annual Re20rt {:;:;"cutive 
Secretary, Supreme Court of 
Tennessee) 

52nd Annual Re20rt 1980 
(Texas Judicial Council) 

Utah ........ Annual Re~ort, Utah Courts 
~uly I, 1 80 to June 3D, 1981 
(Utah Judi ci a 1 council) 

jVermont 

jVi rgi ni a 

\-Iashi ngton .. 

\-lest 
IVi rgi ni a 

Judicial Statistics for Year 
Ending June 30, 1980 
(Office of the Court 
Administrator) 

State of the Judiciary Report 
1979, 1980 (Office o~the 
Executive Secretary, Supreme 
Court) 

23rd Annual Report 1979 
(Office of the Administratot· 
for the Courts) and 1980 
Annual Re20rt of the~e
loads and Operations of the 
Courts of Washlngton 

Unpublished data provided by 
Administrative Office of the 
Courts 

~ Wisconsin ••• Figures were supplied by the 
Administrative Office of the 
Court 

tYOming 

i 
j 

Unpublished dat~ provided by 
the Court Coordirstor and the 
Cl erk of the Supt eme Court 

INTERMEDIATE 
APPELLATE COURTS 

.!980 Annual Report (Executive 
Secretary, Supreme Court of 
Tennessee) 

52nd Annual Re~ort 1980 
Tfexas Judi ci a I Counci I ) 

23rd Annual Re20rt 1979, 
1980 (Office of the 
Ailiiifni st rator for the 
Courts) 

Unpublished data provided by 
the Director of the State 
Courts Offi ee 

~- indicates that the state ha~ no court at this level. 
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GENERAL 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

Unpublished data provided by 
the Administrative Office of 
the Courts 

Annual Report! 1980 
(The Jud1dal Department of 
South Carolina) 

Benchmark: A Biennial Reoort 
of the South Dakota Unif1ed 
Judicial Slstem, FY1978 and 
1979 (State Court Adminis- . 
trator's Office) and addi
tional information was 
supplied by the Administrative 
Office of the Court 

1980 Annual Re20rt (Executive 
Secretary, Supreme Court of 
Tennessee) 

52nd Annual Re20rt 1980 
(Texas JUdicial Council) 

Annual Re~ort, Utah Courts 
~ I 1 79-June 30, 1~ 
(Utah jUdicial Council) and 
additional information was 
supplied by the Administra
tive Office of the Cpurt. 

JUdicial Statistics for Year 
tnal~g June 3D, 1980 
1Of11Ce of the Court 
Adml ni stNtor) 

State of the Judiciary Re~ort 
19~0 (Office of the Executi ve 
Secretary, Supreme CQurt) 

23rd Annual RetOrt 1979 
and 1980 Annua Rebort of 
the Caseloads and2erat10ns 
of the Courts of Wash1ngton 
(Office of the Administrator 
of thp. Courts) and additional 
information was supplied by 
the Administrative Office of 
the Courts. 

UnpUblished data provided 
by the Administrative 
Office of the Courts 

Unpublished data provided by 
the Pi rector of the State 
Courts Office 

Unpublished data supplied by 
the Offi ce of the COUl't 
Coordi nator ' 

LIMITED 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

Not available 

A~nual Re~ort, 1980 
(The Jud1cial Department 
cf South Carolina) 

1980 Annual Re20rt 
(Executive Secretary, 
Supreme Court of Tennessee) 

52nd Annual Re~ort 1980 
(Texas JudiCial Council) 

Annual R~port, Utah Courts 
July I, l§~une 30. 1980 
(utah Judicial Eouncil) 
and Juvenile Court for the 
State of Utah. Annual Re
port, 1980 (Adm1n1stratlve 
Office of Juvenile Court) 

Judicial Statistics for 
Year Endin2 June 30, 1980 
(Office of the Court 
Administrator) 

State of the JUdiciarf 
ke~ort 1980 (Oftice 0 the 
Executive Secretary, 
Supreme Court) 

23rd Annual Re20rt 1979 
(offi ce of the 
Administrator for the 
Courts) 

Unpublished data provided 
by the Administrative 
Office of the Courts 

Unpublished data provided 
by the Director of the 
State Courts Office 

Not avallable 

~. 
\ 
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Other publications from the Court Statistics and Information Management Project. 

Available from the National Center for State Courts: 

State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Report 1976 

Caseload information from all appellate and general jurisdiction courts and 118 of the 183 
limited jurisdiction courts is presented in state court caseload profiles and compiled in 
summary tables. 1980, 413 pages, 36 oz., paperback, $12.50. Available from Publications 
Coordinator, National Cent~r for State Courts, 300 Newport Avenue, Williamsburg, VA 23185 

State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Report 1977 

Caseload information from all appellate and general jurisdiction courts, and from all 
limited jurisdiction courts which I'eported data for 1977 is presented in this report. 
1982,461 pages, 37 oz., paperback, $12.50, plus shipping. 

State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Report 1978 

Caseload information from all appellate and general jurisdictio.~ courts and from 118 of the 
183 limited jurisdiction courts is presented in this report. 1~83, 473 pages, 46 oz., 
paperback, $12.50, plus shipping. 

State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Report 1979 

Available caseload information from all appellate and trial courts are presented in this 
report. 1984, 496 pages, 48 oz., paperback, $12.50, plus shipping. 

Court Case Management Information Systems Manual 

This manual reviews local and statewide case management information requirements and 
presents sets of model data elements, data collection forms and case management output 
reports for each level of court. 1983, 342 pages, 29 (lZ., paperback, $15.00, p'lus shipping. 

The Business of State Trial Courts 

Defining courts business as cases filed, serious cases, and contested cases, this monograph 
tests six myths about courts, their work and decisions. 1983 F l~8 pages, 14 oz., 
paperback, $10.00, plus shipping. 

The following two publications may be ordered from the Court Statistics and Information 
Management Project, 300 Ne'rf!l4tt Avenue, Will i amsburg, VA 23185: 

State Court Model Annual Report 

Suggested formats to be used in preparing state court annual reports. Discusses topics to 
be considered for inclusion in court reports. 1980, 88 pages. Single copies available 
free of charge. 

Implementing the Model Annual Report 

Outlines the steps necessary for developing a new statistical information reporting system 
or modifying an existing one. Contains forms for diagnosing minimal data needs. 1982, 141 
pages. A limited number of single copies are available free of charge. 

Available from the National Criminal Justice Reference Service, Box 6000, Rockville, MD 20850: 

State Court Model Statistical Dictionary 

Contains definitions of terms used to classify and count court caseload. Gives 'the court 
statistical usage for each term. 129 pages. Also ask for the 1984 SUpplement, 81 pages. 
Single copies available free of charge. 

State Court Organization, 1980 

A reference for information on court management and administration in the 50 states and 5 
territories. Contains individual state profiles and summary tables on topics including 
court organization and jurisdiction; judicial compensation, qualifications, and selection; 
juries; and the functions of the administrative office of the courts. 537 pages. Single 
copies available free of charge. 

494 

I~, 

! 

I 
I 
l 

I 
~ 
! 
f 
r 

~ 
I 
l 

I 
.j 

.\ 
i 
I 
I 

1 
I 
; 

I 
f 

I 
! 
I 

II i I 
U 

NATIONAL CENTER FOR STATE COURTS 
Court Statistics and Information Management Project 

USER EVALUATION 
State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Report! 1980 

Dear Reader: 
The Court Statistics and Information Management Project is interested in 

your comments and suggestions about this report. We have provided this form 
for whatever opinions you wish to express about it. Please cut out both of 
these pages, staple them together, and mail to the preprinted address. 

Thank you for your help. 
~------------------------------------------------------------------------.---

1. For what purpose did you use this report? 

2. For that purpose, the report

Cl Met some of my needs 

o Met most of IllY needs 

o ~'et none of my needs 

3. How will this report be useful to you? 

D Data source o Other (please speci fy) __ _ 

o Teachi ng materi a 1 

D Reference for article or report 

Cl General information 

Cl Criminal justice program planning 

Cl Wi 11 not be usefu 1 to me 
(pleaseexplain) ----------

~------- '---
4. Which parts of the report, if any, were difficult to understand or use? 

How could they be improved? 

1-----------------------------._-----_._------_._-----------

~. 
.:. 

1 

" ~ 

'" 
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5. Can you point out specific parts of the text or table notes that are ~ot 

clear or terms th~t need to be defined? 

6. Are there ways this report could be improved that you have not mentioned? 

7. Please suggest other topics you would like to see addressed in future 
reports using state court caseload data. 

8. In what capacity did you use this report? 

Cl Researcher [1 Educator Cl Student 

[1 Criminal justice agency employee 

o Gover-nment other than criminal justice - Specify ________ _ 

o Other - Speci fy 

------------------>--'-----------
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If you used this report as a governmental employee, please indicate the 
level of government. 

Cl Federal Cl County Cl Other - Spec; fy 

Cl State IJ Municipal 

If you used this report as a criminal justice agency employee, please 
indicate the sector in which you work. 

Cl Law enforcement (police) IJ Corrections 

0 Legal services and prosecution D Parol e 

[1 Public or private defense services 0 Criminal justice planning 

0 Courts or court administration 0 Other criminal justice 

[1 
agency - Specify type 

Probation . 
If you used this report as a criminal justice employee, please indicate 
the type of position you hold. Mark all that apply. 

[1 Agency or institution administrator Cl Program or project manager 

Q General program planner/evaluator/ Cl Statistician 
analyst 

Q 
Cl 

Other - Specify 
Budget planner/evaluator/analyst 

[1 Operations or management planner/ 
evaluator/analyst 

Additional comments 
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Court Statistics and Information Management Project 
National Center for State Courts 
300 Newport Avenue 
Williamsburg, VA 23185 

(fold here) 

Please 
Affix 

Postage 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(fold here) 

(Opti ana 1) 

Name -------------------------___________ T_e_le~p_h_o~ne~~~ ________ ___ 
Number and street 

----------------------------------------
City ---_____________________ State '-_ Zip 
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