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Probation and Parole 1983 
During 1983, the adult probation popu
lation rose by nearly 145,000 persons to 
1,502,247-a 10.7% increase. During 
the same period, adult parole popula
tions increased by more tha~ 27,000 
(12.1 %) to 251,708 (table 1). Since 
1979, the probation population has 
increased by more than 38%, or about 
the same percentage increase as the 
prison population over the same period 
(39%). By contrast, the parole popula
tion has grown more slowly, increasing 
by 15% since 1979, because of both in
creased emphasis on the use of deter
minate and mandatory sentencing 
among the States as well as diminished 
reliance on discretionary parole board 
prison release decisions (table 2). 

Only 8 of the 51 reporting juris
dictions2 reported declines in thei~ 
probation populations during 1983. 
Nearly two-thirds of the total decrease 
reported by these eight States occurred 
in Illinois (which may be a result of 
1,864 cases closed as a result of a 
State-wide audit). 

Forty-one States, the District of 
Columbia, and the Federal system re
ported increases in their probation 
populations ranging from a low of less 
than 1% in Vermont to a high of nearly 
27% in the District of Columbia. Three 
other jurisdictions also reported annual 
growth rates in excess of 20%: 

1probationers are defined as those offenders who 
have been placed under the supervision of a pro
bation agency as a consequenee of a court order. 
This defir1ition excludes those persons placed on 
bench probation, court probation, summary proba
tion or any other status which does not require 
supervision by a probation agency. Parolees are 
defined to be those offenders who have been con-
di tionally released from prison to parole supervision 
(either by parole board decision or by mandatory 
release). 

2Indiana did not provide data on probationers for 
1983. 

3These States were New Hampshire 34, Rhode 
Island 6, Illinois 3,1!37, South Dakota 470, South 
Carolina 413, Mississippi 11, Utah 570, and Alaska 
25. 

This is the third annual Bureau of 
Justice Statistics Bulletin presenting 
statistics on the Nation's probation 
and parole populations. Summary 
data were gathered on these popula
tions for 1983 from the 50 States, the 
District of Columbia, and the Federal 
system. 

Data on offender populations 
supervised in the community form an 
important complement to ongoing 
BJS programs to collect information 
on prison and jail popUlations. 

Connecticut, 23.3%; Texas, 22.6%; and 
LOUisiana, 20.2% (table 3). The Federal 
probation popUlation increase.d by 4.7% 
to 51,448. 

The lar'gest probation population 
at yearend 1983 was in Texas with a 
reported 217,350 offenders under super
vision or about 14.5% of all the adult 
probationers in the nation. During 
1983, Texas increased the size of its 
probation caseload by more than 
40,000, accounting for more than a 
quarter of the total increase for the 
Nation. It is important to note that the 
large increase in the number of proba
tioners in Texas occurred simultane
ously with the first prison population 
reduction (-2.5%)for that State since 
1974. 

Eight jurisdictions reported declines 
in the number of parolees at yearend 
1983 compared to 1 year earlier 
(Federal-1,632, Maine-9, Connecti
cut-24, Illinois-310, Kansas-1~6, 

4Texas prison population in 1982 was 36,149 
compared to 35,259 at yearend 1983. This reduction 
of 2.5% o(lcurred after annual increases in 1980 of 
12.7%,5.4% in 1981, and 14.8% in 1982. See 
Prisoners in 1983, r.JS Bulletin, April 1984, NCJ-
92949. 

September 1984 

Together with offender-specific 
information on the composition of 
and sanctions imposed on Correc
tional populations, such data permit 
greater understanding of the sanc
tioning process over time and across 
jurisdictions. 

The generous cooperation of 
probation and parole agencies with 
these data collection programs is 
gtlJ.tefully acknowledged. 

~ Steven R. Schlesinger 
Director 

West Virginia-H, North Carolina-
1,836, Alabama-281). The Federal 
system and North Carolina accounted 
for 81 % of the total decrease reported 
by these eight jurisdictions. In the case 
of North Carolina, prison popUlation 

'simultaneously declined that year by 
nearly 1,200 inmates (7.1 %) suggesting 
fewer inmates available to be paroled. 
Prison population in North Carolina was 
lower at the end of 1983 (15,395) than 
it had been at yearend 1981 (15,791). In 
the Federal system, prison population 
growth (7.6%) during 1983 outpaced the 
growth hi. State inmate populations 
(5.8%). The reduction in the number of 
FederSI parolees while the Federal 
prison population grew suggests that 
changes have occUl:red at the Federal 
level in inmate release policies or 
inmate composition thatJtave resulted 
in longer stays in prison. 

5The Federal prison system reported that 1983 
in~reases in prison population resulted, in part, from 
a heightened Federal concentration on drug-related 
crimes, indicating that inmate composition may 
have been changing. In addition, in early 1983 the 
U.S. Parole Commission reported revisions to their 
release guidelines that were expected to increase 
the time servl1d in prison by serious offenders. See 
Prisoners in 1983, BJS Bulletin, April 1984, NCJ-
92949. 
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Table 1. Adults 00 problltioo and parole" 1983 

Probation Parole 
1983 Proba- 1983 

Adult Popu- Popu- tioners per Popu- Popu- Parolees 
residents lation 1983 latlon 100,000 lation 1983 lation per 100,000 

Jurisdiction 7/1/838 1/1/83 Entries Exits 12/31/83 residentsb 1/1/83 Entries Exits 12/31/83 residents 

U.s. Total 1'11,406,000 1,357,264 891,153 746,170 1,502,247 897 224,604 176,214 149,110 251,708 147 

Federal 49,134 24,076 21,762 51,448 30 21,273 9,381 11,013 19,641 12 
state 171,406,000 1,308,130 867,077 724,408 1,450,799 866 203,331 166,833 138,097 232,067 135 

Nortbeast 37,220,000 237,660 154,615 122,177 270,098 726 48,~'61 28,149 22,400 54,110 145 
Connecticut 2,378,000 33,061 33,405 25,715 40,751 1714 1,311 1,151 1,175 1,287 54 
Maine 838,000 3,040 3,580 3,125 3,495 417 144 12 21 135 16 
Massachusetts 4,389,000 21,787 19,607 16,821 24,573 560 4,303 3,731 2,995 5,039 115 
New Hampshire 708,000 2,263 1,787 1,821 2,229 315 471 195 195 471 67 
New Jersey 5,598,000 38,186 23,982 20,428 41,740 746 10,514 7,147 5,374 12,287 219 
New York 13,246,000 72,047 38,720 27,900 82,867 626 21,062 11,255 8,828 23,489 177 
Pennsylvania 8,950,000 56,548 26,305 19,1-69 63,684 712 9,982 4,074 3,330 10,726 115 
Rhode Island 728,000 6,501 3,271 3,277 6,495 892 327 378 334 371 51 
Vermont 385,000 4,227 3,958 3,921 4,264 1108 247 206 148 305 79 

Nortb Central 42,894,000 223,982 151,083 138,087 236,"978 609 41,491 36,462 31,309 46,644 109 
Illinois 8,378,000 61,549 35,887 38,924 58,512 698 11,866 8,231 8,541 11,556 138 
Indiana 3,957,000 NA NA NA NA NA 2,678 3,794 3,518 2,954 75 
Iowa 2,118,000 10,625 9,928 9,187 11,366 537 1,050 1,340 834 1,556 73 
Kansas 1,778,000 13,175 8,875 7,474 14,576 820 2,105 1,172 1,358 1,919 108 
Michigan 6,552,000 27,517 12,964 9,361 31,120 475 7,251 6,306 4,766 8,791 134 
Minnesota 3,016,000 24,320 28,800 25,375 27,745 920 1,479 1,286 1,267 1,498 50 
Missouri 3,659,000 21,637 12,535 11,591 22,575 617 2,556 2,236 1,040 3,752 103 
Nebraska 1,156,000 9,964 11,826 10,855 10,935 946 309 395 340 364 31 
North Dakota 485,000 1,159 870 662 1,367 282 161 205 196 170 35 
Ohio 7,836,000 32,4r,5 16,600 12,810 36,225 462 8,616 8,909 7,198 10,327 132 
South Dakota 496,000 1.998 2,713 3,183 1,528 308 295 371 275 391 79 
Wisconsin 3,463,000 19,603 10,085 8,659 21,029 607 3,125 2,217 1,976 3,366 97 

South 57,822,000 539,693 399,205 317,590 621,308 1,075 82,403 66,128 57,888 90,643 l~i 
Alabama 2,845,000 14,229 5,942 4,408 15,763 554 2,266 1,065 1,346 1,985 70 
Arkansas 1,677,000 3,384 2,267 1,998 3,653 218 3,061 1,316 960 3,417 204 
Delaware 451,000 4,626 3,511 2,718 5,419 1,202 621 541 444 718 159 
Distr'ict of Columbia 488,000 7,584 9,081 7,063 9,602 1,958 2,638 1,722 1,539 2,821 578 
Florida 8,225,000 57,074 64,124 59,551 61,647 750 5,974 6,874 6,489 6,359 77 
Georgia 4,110,000 78,097 41,568 28,482 91,183 2,219 4,897 6,982 5,202 6,677 162 
Kentucky 2,676,000 14,516 3,655 3,172 14,999 561 3,430 2,588 2,518 3,500 131 
Louisiana 3,082,000 20,377 13,281 9,164 24,494 795 1,961 793 791 1,963 64 
Maryland 3,212,000 52,603 42,825 33,947 61,481 1,914 6,024 4,061 4,009 6,076 189 
Mississippi 1,787,000 6,304 2,346 2,357 6,293 352 2,914 1,884 1,591 3,207 179 
North Carolina 4,481,000 44,274 23,524 21,935 45,863 1,023 6,910 10,415 12,251 5,074 113 
Oklahoma 2,380,000 14,749 7,166 5,903 16,012 673 1,858 866 802 1,922 81 
South Carolina 2,337,000 16,981 8,378 8,791 16,568 709 3,175 1,278 1,217 3,236 138 
Tennessee 3,437,000 10,101 11,727 9,849 11,979 349 3,303 3,881 3,621 3,563 104 
Texas 11,083,000 H7,270 150,277 110,197 217,350 1,961 26,274 16,362 10,505 32,131 290 
Virginia 4,126,000 14,813 7,431 6,040 16,204 393 6,487 5,084 4,1.76 7,395 179 
West Virginia 1,425,000 2,711 2,102 2,015 2,798 196 610 416 427 599 42 

West 33,467,000 306,795 162,174 146,554 322,415 963 31,076 36,094 26,500 40,670 122 
Alaska 325,000 1,816 935 960 1,791 551 101 80 77 104 32 
Arizona 2,129,000 14,949 6,223 5,415 15,757 740 1,527 2,G37 1,880 1,684 79 
California 18,624,000 167,633 103,001 94,079 176,555 948 18,913 26,032 19,483 25,462 137 
Colorado 2,293,000 14,603 9,677 8,717 15,563 679 1,202 1,756 1,438 1,520 66 
Hawaii 739,000 5,725 5,085 4,718 6,092 824 421 109 73 457 62 
Idaho 671,000 2,955 1,871 1,663 3,163 471 409 206 194 421 63 
Montana 583,000 2,371 1,189 1,089 2,471 424 658 331 298 691 119 
Nevada 662,000 4,733 2,472 2,110 5,095 770 1,065 582 565 1,082 163 
New Mexico 969,000 3,854 2,291 2,095 4,050 418 1,206 840 386 1,660 171 
Oregon 1,953,000 18,106 9,635 7,868 19,873 1,018 1,344 1,904 1,436 1,812 93 
Utah 1,010,000 8,605 4,776 5,346 8,035 796 939 667 524 1,082 107 
Washlngtonc 3,154,000 60,142 14,109 11,776 62,475 1,981 3,047 1,356 NA 4,403 140 
Wyoming 355,000 1,303 910 718 1,495 421 244 194 146 292 82 

·Unpublished Bureau of the Census estimates bAdjusted to reflect missing data Cor Indiana. 1983. The number of entries reported is the 
of the adult (age 18 and older) population for cWashlngton State was unable to provide the difference between the 1982 and 1983 yearend 
July 1, 19B3 were used. number of parole entries and exits during parole popUlations. 

Table 2. Comperboo or the sentenced prison popuJatioo Parole population growth in 1983, 
however, occurred in most juris
dictions. Twelve states reported 
population increases of more than 20% 
during the year (table 4). The 12.1 % 
parole growth rate during 1983 follows 
the 12% growth rate in prisoners re
ported for 1982. This allnual increase 
in parole population for 1983 compares 
with a total increase of only 3% for the 
entire period from 1979 to 1982. In 
1983, 15 States reported releasing more 
than 21,000 inmates earlier than would 

to the prob&tioo and pIIl'Ole popuIatioos, 1979 to 1983 

Sentenced Ratio Ratio 
prison Probation proba tioners Parole prisoners 

Year population· population to prisoners population to parolees 

1979 301,470 1,086,535 3.60 218,690 1.38 
1980 315,974 1,118,097 3.54 220,438 1.43 
1981 353,673 1,225,934 3.47 223,774 1.57 
1982 395,948 1,357,264 3.43 224,604 1.76 
1983 419,820 1,502,247 3.58 251,708 1.67 

• Defined as prisoners in State/Federallnstitutions 
with sentences greater than 1 yeur. 

-

Table 3. Prome of probIltioo, 1983 

9 Jurisdictions with 4 Jurisdictions with 
50,000 or more increases of 20% or 
proba tloners more since 1982 

Texas 217,350 Dlst. of Col. 26.6% 
California 176,555 Connecticut 23.3 
Georgia 91,183 Texas 22.6 
New York 1i2,867 Louisiana 20.2 
Pennsylvania 63,684 
Washington ~2,475 

Florida 61,647 
Maryland 61,481 
Illinois 58,512 

Table 4. Prome of parole, 1983 

7 Jurisdictions with 12 Jurlsdicfions with 
10,000 or more Increases of 20% or 
parolees more since 1982 

Texas 32,131 Iowa 48.2% 
California 25,462 Missouri 46.8 
New York 23,489 Washington 44.5 
New Jersey 12,287 New Mexico 37.6 
Illinois 11,556 Georgia 36.3 
Pennsylvania 10,726 Oregon 34.8 
Ohio 10,327 California 34.6 

So. Dakota 32.5 
Colorado 26.5 
Vermont 23.5 
Texas 22.3 
Michigan 21.2 

normally have been 'e'xpected, specifi
cally because of the problem of prison 
crowding. Two States that reported 
large numbers of such releases during 
1983, Texas and Michigan, reported 
proportionately large rates of increase 
in their parole populations (22.3% and 
21.2%, respectively) at yearend. 

As with probation, Texas also 
reported the largest parole population 
(32,131), accounting for nearly 13% of 
all parolees in the Nation. California, 
however, reported the largest absolute 
increase in the number of parolees 
under supervision in the community at 
yearend 1983 (6,549) compared to in
creases of 5,857 in Texas and 2,427 in 
New York. The largest percentage in
creases were registered by Iowa and 
Missouri with annual growth of nearly 
50%. 

At yearend 1983, there were 
approximately 3.58 probationers for 
each sentenced prison inmate (table 
2). During the period 1979-83, proba
tion populations relative to sentenced 
prison populations reached their peak in 
1979 (with 3.60 probationers for every 
sentenced prisoner), a year in which 
prison population grew by only 2.3% By 
contrast, the 12% increases in prison 
population reported for both 1981 and 
1982 accompanied a reduction in the 
ratiq of probationers to

6
prisoners (3.47 

and 3.43, respectively). 

6This ml1Y Indicate that the probability of receiving 
a sentence to incarceration (as opposed to 
probation) Increased during 1981 and 1982. From 

13 Jurisdictions with 10 Jurisdictions with pro-
Increases of 3,000 bation rates of 1,000 or 
or more since 1982 more per 100,000 adults 

Texas 40,080 Georgia 2,219 
Georgia 13,086 Washington 1,981 
New York 10,820 Dist. of Col. 1,968 
California 8,922 Texas 1,961 
Maryland 8,878 Mp..ryland 1,914 
Connecticut 7,690 Connecticut 1,714 
Pennsylvllnla 7,136 Delaware 1,202 
Florida 4,573 Vermont 1,108 
Louisiana 4,117 No. Carolina 1,023 
Ohio 3,790 Oregon 1,018 
Michigan 3,603 
New Jersey 3,554 
Minnesota 3,425 

9 Jurisdictions with 12 Jurisdictions with pa-
Increases of 1,000 role rates of 150 or 
or more since 1982 more per 100,000 adults 

California 6,549 Dlst. of Columbia 578 
Texas 5,857 Texas 290 
New York 2,427 New Jersey 219 
Georgia 1,780 Arkansas 204 
New Jersey 1,773 Maryland 189 
Ohio 1,711 Virginia 179 
Michigan 1,540 Mississippi 179 
Washington 1,356 New York 177 
Missouri 1,196 New Mexico 171 

Nevada 163 
Georgia 162 
Delaware 159 

The 1983 prisoner incr'ease of 5.9% 
(half the rate of growth in 1981 and 
1982) was accompanied by an increase 
in the proba tioner-te-prisoner ra tio 
(3.58). 

At yearend 1983, there were about 
1.67 sentenced prison inmates for every 
parolee (table 2). This ratio peaked at 
1.76 sentenced prisoners for each 
parolee in 1982, a year in whic~ the 
prison population grew by 12%. 

These data taken together indicate 
that, in all probability, the record 
prjson population growth experienced in 
1981 and 1982 resulted from both the 
increased probability of being sen
tenced to prison and the decreased 
probability of being released from 
prison to parole supervision. Indeed, 
the number of court committments to 
prison grew by 10.5% during 1982 
compared to 5.8% in 1983, and the 
number of parole entries grew by 7.6% 
in 1982 compared to 23.5% in 1983. 
The increased use of probation and 
especially parole during 1983, there
fore, resulted in more moderate prison 

from courts Increased by 10.5% (from 160,272 In 
1981 to 177,109 In 1982). By contrast, the increase 
from 1982 to 1983 was 5.8% (from 177,109 to 
187,408). At yearend 1983 there were 3.58 
probationers per sentenced prisoner compared to 
3.43 in 1982. 

7 This may indicate that the likelihood of exiting 
prison to parole supervision declined during 1981 
and 1982 compared to 1983. From 1981 to 1982, 
entries to parole grew by 7.6% from 132,677 to 
142,723. By contrast, 1983 parole entries numbered 
176,214, an increase of 23.5% over the preceding 

population growth than in the preceding 
2 years. The 21,402 early releases 
resulting from prison crowding during 
1983 may, to a large extent, have 
affected the growth rate in the number 
of parole entries reported for that year 
(see Prisoners in 1983, BJS Bulletin, 
Apri11984, NCJ-92949). 

Probation and parole 
entries and exits 

The movement of offender popula
tions to and from supervision in the 
community is an important guide to the 
use and degree of success of such 
alternatives to incarceration. That is, 
the method of entry or exit yields in
sights into how such alternatives may 
affect the use of confinement. 

Probation 

Probation sentences may be of two 
general types-suspension of the execu
tion of a sentence to incarceration or 
suspension of the imposition of a sen
tence. In the first type, a sentence to 
a term of confinement is ordered and 
suspended on the condition of future 
good behavior while under supervision 
in the community. In the second type, 
after conviction, the case is continued 
withoht a sentence whlle the offender 
is placed under conditional supervision 
in the community. Should a new of
fense or violation of the conditions of 
release occur, the offender is subject to 
a sentence on the original conviction. 

During 1983, there were 891,153 
probation entries and 746,170 probation 
exits (table 1), compared to 817,042 
entries and 707,617 exits during 1982. 
Many jurisdictions permit courts to 
combine a sentence to probatioll with a 
generally brief period of incarcera
tion. Such combinations of probation 
and confinement include: 
• split sentence-where the court 
specifies a period of incarceration to be 
followed by a period of probation; 
• modification of senten~where the 
original sentencing court may recon
sider an offender's prison sentence 
within a limited time and modify it to 
probation; 
• shock probation-where an offender 
sentenced to incarceration is released 
after a period of time in confinement 
(the shock) and resentenced to 
probation; 
• intermittent incarceration-where an 
offender on probation may spend 
weekends or nights in a local jail. 

For 1983, 16 States provided data on 
the use of incarceration with probation 
for entries to probation (table 5). 
Three States (Maine, Michigan, and 
North Dakota) reported that 30% or 
more of their entries to probation also 
received time to be served in confine-

,. 



Table 5. Percent of (In!batlon entries witb' 
additiooal !IeJltenee5 to incarceration, for 
selected juridctions, 1983 

Percent of entries 
with sentences in-

Number eluding p. period 
of of incarceration 

Jurisdiction entries prior to probation 

Federal 24,076 18'1. 

Delaware "3,511 13 
Idaho 1,871 23 
Maine 3,580 3D 
Maryland 42,825 

. 
4 

Michigan 12,964 35 
Minnesota 28,800 16 
Mississippi 2,346 15 
Missouri 12,535 . 2 
Montane. 1,189 16 
New Jersey 23,982 12 
North Carolina 23,524 4 
North Dakota 870 32 
Oklahoma 7,166 6 
South Carolina 8,378 13 
Vermont 3,958 25 
West Virginia 2,102 14 

their probation entries received 
additional time to serve in confine
ment, affecting 4,665 probationers. 
While Minnesota's use of state prisons 
has historically been low, it is clear 
that a SUbstantial number of offenders 
are receiving sentences that incorpO
rate some degree .of incarceration. 

The proportion of total discharges 
from probation that represented suc
cessful completion of the probation 
term varied among the 24 States able 
to report such data (table 6). While 
Vermont reported that 95% of the 
probation discharges completed their 
probation periods, Mississippi reported 
66%. Mississippi (23%) and Wisconsin 
(20%) reported that approximately 1 of 

_ every 5 persons discharged from proba
tion were incarcerated as a result of 
either a new offense or a violation of 
the conditiops of- probation. 

Parole 

Prisoners enter parole either by 
parole board decision (discretionary 
releasej or by fulfilling the conditions 
for a mandatory release. In all but nine 
States, the parole board has discre
tionary authority to parole prisoners 
based on statutory or administrative 
determinatons of eligibility (usually, 
comoletion of a third to a fourth of 
the maximum sentence). Mandatory 
parolees are those who are not released 
from prison by a parole board; they 
enter parole supervision at the 
expiration of their maximum term 
minus time off for good behavior or 
program participation. Mandatory 
parolees include those released from 
prison under determinate sentencing 
statutes (which provide for release to 
superv!son at a prescribed or "deter
mined" date). In the case of both 
discretionary parole and mandatorY 

. 
Table 6. Probation eldts by type for selected jlll'ilIdictioos, 1983 

Percent of exits who were discharged from (!robat~on due to: 
Incarceration 

Number Completion on c.urrent or All other 
Jurisdiction of exits of term 

Total 322,717 254,214 

Percent 100'1. 79'l. 

Connecticut 25,715 82 
Iowa 9,187 79 
Kentucky 3,172 83 
Louisiana 9,164 80 
Maryland 33,947 78 
Michigan 9,361 73 
Minnesota 25,375 92 
Mississippi 2,357 66 
Missouri 11,597 80 
Montana 1,089 85 
New Jersey 20,428 79 
New York 27,900 84 
North Dakota 662 77 
Oklahoma 5,903 83 
Rhode Island 3,277 92 
South Carolinn 8,791 84 
Texas 110,197 73 
Vermont 3,921 95 
West Virginia 2,015 89 
Wisconsin 8,659 77 

• Includes absconders, deaths, discharges to custody, 
detainer or warrant and other miscellaneous 
discharges. 

parole release, violations of.' the 
conditions of release (including new 
offenses) may result in a return to 
prison for theba,lance of the:unexpired 
maximum term. 

A total of 176,214 persons entered 
parole supervision and 149,11 0 persons 
were discharged from supervision 

-new term reasons· 

41,817 26,686 

13'1. 8'1. 

16 2 
10 11 
15 2 
14 6 
11 11 
19 8 

8 0 
23 11 

8 12 
10 5 
13 8 
16 0 
17 6 
16 1 

8 0 
12 4 
12 15 

5 0 
8 3 

20 3 

during 1983. This compares to 142,723 
entries and 124,382 exits during 1982. 

,.For 1983, 29 States reported the 
distribution of parole entries by type of 
entry (table 7). Indiana, Illinois, and 
California reported low usage of dis
cretionary parole (3, 47 and 6% of all 
parole entries). Conversely, in these 

Table 7. Parole entries by type for selected juridctlons, 1983 

Percent of entries due to: 
Earned good 

Number A discretlon- time or deter-
entering parole board minate sentence All other 

Jurisdiction parole decision release reasons· 

Federal 9,381 62'1. 22'1. 16'1. 

Arizona 2,037 54 34 12 
California 26,032 6 83 11 
Colorado 1,756 14 83 3 
Connecticut 1,151 92 0 8 
Delaware 541 43 57 0 
District of Columbia 1,722 75 2 23 
Florida 6,874 64 0 35 
Kansas 1,172 85 .. 7 8 
Kentucky 2,588 86 0 14 
Louisiana 793 87 10 3 
Illinois 8,231 4 96 0 
Indiana 3,794 3 97 -
Maryland 4,061 44 56 0 
Michigan 6,306 96 0 4 
Minnesota 1,286 19 69 12 
Mississippi 1,884 86 0 14 
Montana 331 97 0 3 
Nebraska 395 94 4 2 
Nevada 582 99 0 1 
New York 11,255 77 23 0 
Ohio 8,909 86 0 14 
Oregon 1,904 98 0 2 
PennsylVania 4,074 99 0 1 
Rhode Island 378 98 0 2 
South Dakota 371 87 0 13 
Tennessel! 3,881 68 17 15 
Texas 16,362 53 47 -
Virginia 5,084 74 25 1 
Wisconsin 2,217 57 43 0 

• Includes reinstatement on parole or miscellaneous 
releases to parole. 
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Table 8. Parole exits by type for selected jlll'bdicticlns, 1113 Table 9. Probationers, sentenced prisoners, and parolees per 

Percent of eldts who were discharged 
100,000 adult population, yearend 1983 

Crom I!!!role due to: 
Number Incarcera tlon 
of Completion on current or All other 

Jurisdiction exits of term new charges reasons· 

Total 119,472 71,311 3'l,210 10,831 

Number of persons per 100,000 
adult l:!Q(!ula tion who are: 

Under On probation, 
On pro- sentence On in prison or 

Jurisdiction bation in prison. parole on parolea 

Percent 100'1. I0'Io 31'1. .... U.s. Total 897 :1ol5 147 1,289 
Noru-st < 

Connecticut 1,175 56 42 2 
Maine 21 29 61 10 
Massachusetts 2,995 78 15 6 
New Hampshire 195 61 25 14 
New Jersey 5,374 68 28 4 
New York 8,828 69 29 2 
Pennsylvania 3,330 58 39 3 
Rhode Island 334 69 28 3 
Vermont 148 68 30 2 

Nortb Central 
Illinois 8,541 66 27 7 
Indiana 3,518 81 11 8 

Federal 30 15 11 56 

Nortbeest .. 
Connecticut 1,714 150 54 1,9i8 
Maine 417 102 16 535 
Massachusetts 560 104 115 779 
New Hampshire 315 68 67 450 
New Jersey 746 181 219 1,146 
New York 626 230 177 1,033 
Ohio 462 213 132 807 
Pennsylvania 712 131 115 958 
Rhode Island 892 121 51 1,064 
Vermont 1,108 98 79 1,285 

North Central 
Iowa 834 52 17 31 
Michigan 4,766 68 30 2 
Minnesota 1,267 72 27 1 
Missouri 1,040 61 38 1 
Nebraska 340 84 16 0 
North Dakota 196 72 18 10 
Ohio 7,198 58 26 16 
South Dakota 275 73 25 2 
Wisconsin 1,976 71 26 1 

Illinois 698 185 138 1,021 
Indiana N/A 227 75 N/A 
Iowa 537 126 73 736 
Kansas 820 208 108 1,136 
Michigan 475 220 134 829 
Minnesota 920 71 50 1,041 
Missouri 617 220 103 940 
Nebraska 946 126 31 1,103 
North Dakota 282 72 35 389 

South Ohio 462 213 132 807 
District of Columbia 1,539 25 64 11 
Florida 6,489 54 26 20 
Georgia 5,202 72 28 0 
Kentucky 2,518 49 32 19 
Louisiana 791 69 29 2 
Maryland 4,009 75 18 7 
Mississippi 1,591 53 35 12 
Oklahoma 802 77 21 2 
South Carolina 1,217 65 27 8 
Tennessee 3,621 76 18 6 
Texas 10,505 53 45 2 
Virginia 4,176 71 16 13 
West Virginia 427 65 15 20 

West 
Alaska 77 62 30 8 
California 19,483 35 46 19 
Colorado 1,438 77 23 0 
Hawaii 73 86 14 0 
Idaho 194 61 37 2 
Montana 298 69 25 6 

South Dakota 308 163 79 550 
Wisconsin S07 140 97 844 

South 
Alabama 554 339 70 963 
Arkansas 218 248 204 670 
Delaware 1,202 368 159 1,729 
District of Columbia 1,968 710 578 3,256 
Florida 750 309 77 1,136 
Georgia 2,219 363 162 2,744 
Kentucky 561 177 131 869 
Louisiana 795 421 64 1,280 
Maryland 1,914 373 189 2,476 
Mississippi 352 307 179 838 
North Carolina 1,023 318 113 1,454 
Oklahoma 673 298 81 1,052 
South Carolina 709 388 138 1,235 
Tennessee 349 255 104 708 
Tex8ll 1,961 318 290 2,569 
Virginia 393 239 179 811 
West Virginia 196 114 42 352 

West 
Nevada 565 64 35 1 Alaska 551 331 32 914 
Oregon 1,436 70 16 14 
Utah 524 62 38 0 
Wyoming 146 88 10 2 

Arizona 740 314 79 1,133 
California 948 204 137 1,289 
Colorado 679 150 66 895 

• Includes absconders, transfers to another parole 
jurisdiction, deaths, discharges to custody, detainer 

Hawaii 824 144 62 1,030 
Idaho 471 180 63 714 
Montana 424 146 119 689 

or warrant or other Corms of discharge. Nevada 770 483 163 1,416 
New Mexico 418 208 171 797 
Oregon 1,018 214 93 1,325 
Utah 796 125 107 1,028 
W /lShington 1,981 212 140 2,333 
Wyoming 421 203 82 706 

States, the use of mandatory parole 
release from prison was high (97, 96, 
and 83% of all parole entries). Minne
sota (19%) and Cdorado (14%) also 
reported l'elatively small proportions of 
discretionary parolees. These five 
States all use determinate sentencing 
(either by sentencing guidelines or by 
statute) to fix sentence length. 
Although Connecticut abolished parole 
supervision in 1981, releases to parole 
continue to occur for those sentenced 
prior to the change in the law. 

• Defined as prisoners in State/Federal institutions with sentences 

The methods by which offenders are 
discharged from parole vary widely 
across jurisdictions (table 8). Among 
the States, Wyoming reported that 88% 
of the case closures during 1983 repre
sented a completion o.f term. Maine 

~eater than 1 year. 
n June 3D, 1982 there were 207,853 adults confined In local jails, 

equivalent to a rate of 121 per 100,000 adult population. The total rate 
does not include the jail population. 

reported, however, that 13 of the 21 
discharges from parole in 1983 resuLted 
from new sentences or revocations. 
Although the District of Columbia 
appears to have a low proportion of 
completions (25%), comparable data for 
other urban jurisdictions are not 
available. 

8Malne abolished parole supervision In 1976 and only 
a few oCfenders remalned.on parole In 1983 as a 
result of sentences received prior to the change In 
the law. 

s 

Probation, parole and 
the correction context 

Nearly 1.3% (or 1,289 per 100,000) 
of the adult population was either on 
probation, in prison, or on parole on 
December 31, 1983 (table 9). This 
figure would increase by 121 per 
100,000 to 1.4% (a total of 1,410 per 
100,000 adults) if the local jail popu
lation of 207,853 were added to this 
total (data for jails have been collected 
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for the reference date June 30, 1982). 
The combined correctional population 
would be distributed as follows: 

Probation 1,502,247 62.6% 
Jail 207,853 8.7 
Prisoners 438,8309 18.3 
Parole 251,708 10.5. 

Total 2,400,638 100.0 

1'he majority of those under cor
rectional care on a given day (62.6%) 
are on probation. It is clear' tha t 

91ncludes an additional 19,010 prisoners in State 
facilities who are either unsentenced or have 
sentences less than 1 year. 

Bureau of Justice Statistics Bulletins 

Measuring Crime 
Feb. 1981, NCJ-75710 

The Prevalence of Crime 
April 1981, NCJ-75905 

Prisoners in 1980 
May 1981, NCJ-76803 

Capital Punishment 1980 
July 1981, NCJ-77750 

Prisoners at Midyear 1981 
Sept. 1981, NCJ-78756 

Veterans in Prison 
Oct. 1981, NCJ-79232 

Crime and the Elderly 
Nov. 1981, NCJ-79614 

Victims of Crime 
Dec. 1981, NCJ-79615 

Prisons and Prisoners 
Jan. 1982, NCJ-80697 

Federal Justice Statistics 
March 1982, NCJ-80814 

Violent Crime by Strangers 
April 1982, NCJ-80829 

Prisoners in 1981 
May 1982, NCJ-82262 

Criminal Justice Information Policies 
June 1982, NCJ-80836 

Death-row Prisoners 1981 
July 1982, NCJ-83191 

Probation and Parole 1981 
Aug. 1982, NCJ-83647 

Households Touched by Crime 1981 
Sept. 1982, NCJ-84406 

Prisoners at Midyear 1982 
Oct./Nov. 1982, NCJ-84875 

Prisoners 1926-81 
Dec. 1982, NCJ-85861 

Prisoners and Alcohol 
Jan. 1983, NCJ-86223 

Jail Inmates 1982 
Feb. 1983, NCJ-87161 

Prisoners and Drugs 
March 1983, NCJ-87575 

Prisoners in 1982 
April 1983, NCJ-87933 

Victim and Witness Assistance: New 
State Laws and the System's Response 

May 1983, NCJ-87934 
Households Touched by Crime 1982 

June 1983, NCJ-8667:1 
Capital Punishmer.t 1982 

July 1983, NCJ-89395 

jurisdictions var.y in the relative mix of 
sanctions under which offenders are 
found. Ten jurisdictions reported 1% or 
more of the adult popula tion on pro
bation at yearend.1983. Twenty-six 
jurisdictions reported more than 1% of 
the adult population on probation or 
parole or in prison on that date; five 
reported more than 2%. 

Bureau of Justice Statistics 
Bulletins are prepared by BJS 
staff. Carol B. Kalish, chief of 
data analysis, edits the bulletins. 
Marilyn Marbrook, publications unit 
Chief, administers their production, 
assisted by Millie J. Baldea and 
Joyce M. Stanford. The author of 
this bulletin is Lawrence A. Green
feld of BJS, assisted by Wilfred T. 
Masumura. Jurisdiction notes 

1. Federal probation and parole data are for the 
period July 1, 1982 to June 30, 1983. September 1984, NCJ-94776 
2. Kansas parole dllta are for the period J·uly 1, 
1983 to June 30, 1984. 
3. South Dakota parole data are for the pedod July 
1,1982 to June 30, 1983. 
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Setting Prison Terms 
Aug. 1983, NCJ-76218 

Probation and Parole 1982 
Sept. 1983, NCJ-89874 

Prisoners at Midyear 1983 
Oct. 1983, NCJ-91034 

Tracking Offenders 
Nov. 1983, NCJ-91572 

The American Response to Crime: An 
Overview of Criminal Justice Systems 

Dec. 1983, NCJ-91936 
The Severity of Crime 

Jan. 1984, NCJ-92326 
Federal Drug Law Violators 

Feb. 1984, NCJ-92692 
Prisoners in 1983 

April 1984, NCJ-92949 
Households Touched by Crime, 1983 

May 1984, NCJ-93658 
Criminal Victimization, 1983 

June 1984, NCJ-93869 
Capital Punishment 1983 

July 1984, NCJ-93925 
Bank Robbery: Federal 0 ffenses 
and Offenders 

August 1984, NCJ-94463 
Probation and Parole 1983 

Sept. 1984, NCJ-94776 

Bureau of Justice Statistics Special Reports 

State Court Caseload Statistics, 1977-81 
Feb. 1983, NCJ-87587 

Criminal Victimization in the U.S., 1973-82 Trends 
Sept. 1983, NCJ-90541 

Career Patterns in Crime 
June 1983, NCJ-88672 

Electronic Fund Transfer and Crime 
Feb. 1984, NCJ-92650 

Habeas Corpus: Federal Review 
of State Prisoner Petitions 

March 1084, NCJ-92948 
Family Violence 

April 1984, NCJ-93449 
The Economic Cost of Crime 

April 19~4, NCJ-93450 
Time Served In Prison 

June 1984, NCJ-93924 
Criminal Defense Systems: 
A National Survey 

August 1984, NCJ-94630 
Prison Admissions and Releases, 1981 

September 1984, NCJ-95043 
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Bureau of Justice Statistics reports 
(revised August 1984) 

Single copies are available free from the National 
Criminal Justice Reference Service, Box 6000, 
Rockville, Md. 20850 (use NCJ number to order). 
Postage and handling are charged for multiple 
copies: up to 10 titles free; 11-40, $10; more than 
40, $20; libraries call for special rates 
(301/251-5500). 

Public-use tapes of BJS data sets and other 
criminal justice data are available from the Criminal 
Justice Archive and Information Network, P.O. 
Box 1248, Ann Arbor, Mich. 481 06. (313/764-5199). 

National Crime Survey 
Criminal victimization in the U.S.: 

1982 (final report), NCJ-92820. 10/84 
1973-82 trends. NCJ-90541. 9/83 
1981 (final report). NCJ-90208 
1980 (final report). NCJ-84015. 4/83 
1979 (final report). NCJ-76710, 12/81 

BJS special reporls: 
The economic cost of crime to victims, NCJ-

93450.4/84 
Family violence, NCJ-93449. 4/84 

BJS bulletins: 
Criminal victimization 1983, NCJ-93869. 6/84 
Households touched by crime, 1983. NCJ-

93658.5/84 
Violent crime by strangers, NCJ-80829. 4/82 
Crime and the elderly, NCJ-79614. 1/82 
Measuring crime, NCJ-75710. 2/81 

The National Crime Survey: Working papers. 
vol. I: Current and historical perspectives. 
NCJ-75374.8/82 

Crime against the elderly in 26 cities, 
NCJ-76706. 1/82 

The Hispanic victim, NCJ-69261 11i81 
Issues in the measurement of crime, 

NCJ-74682.10/81 
Criminal victimization of California residents, 

1974-77, NCJ-70944. 6/81 
Restitution to victims of personal and household 

crimes, NCJ-72770. 5/81 
Criminal victimization of New York State 

reSidents, 1974-77, NCJ-66481. 9/80 
The cost of negligence: Losses from preventable 

household burglaries, NCJ·53527. 12/79 
Rape victimization in 26 American cities, 

NCJ-55878,8/79 
Criminal victimization in urban schools, 

NCJ-56396. 8/79 
Crime against persons in urban, suburban, and 

rural areas, NCJ-53551, 7/79 
An introduction to the National Crime Survey, 

NCJ-43732.4/78 
Local victim surveys: A review of Ihe issues. 

NCJ-39973. 8/77 

Corrections 
BJS bulletins: 

Capital punishment 1983, NCJ-93925. 7/84 
Prisoners In 1983, NCJ-92948. 4/84 
Prisoners 1925-81, NCJ-85861, 12/82 

Prisoners in State and Federal Institutions on 
December 31 , 1981 (final report), NCJ-86485, 
7/83 

Capital punishment 1981 (final report), 
NCJ-86484. 5/83 

1979 surveyof inmates of State correctional facilities 
and 1979 census of State correctional facilities: 
BJS special report: 
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Census of jails, 1978: Data for individual jails. 
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NCJ-72279-72282. 12/81 

Profile of jail inmates, 1978, NCJ-65412. 2/81 
Census of jails and survey of jail inmates 1978 

preliminary report. NCJ-55172. 5/79 ' , 

Parole and probation 
BJS bulletins: 

Probation and parole 1982, NCJ-89874 
9/83 

Setting prison terms, NCJ-76218. 8/83 
Characteristics of persons entering parole 

during 1978 and 1979, NCJ-87243. 5/83 
Characteristics of the parole population, 1978, 

NCJ-66479.4/81 
Parole in the U.S., 1979, NCJ·69562. 3/81 

Courts 
BJS special reports: 

Criminal defense systems: A national 
survey, NCJ-94630, 8/84 

Habeas corpus, NCJ-92949, 3/84 
The prosecution of felony arrests, 1979, NCJ-

86482.5/84 
State court case load statistics: 

1977 and 1981 (BJS special report). 
NCJ-87587,2/83 

State court organization 1980, NCJ-76711, 7/82 
State court model statistical dictionary, 

NCJ-62320. 9/80 . 
A cross-city comparison of felony case 

processing, NCJ-55171, 7/79 
Federal criminal sentencing: Perspectives of 

analysis and a design for research, NCJ-33683, 
10/78 
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NCJ-33684. 10/78 
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Box 6000 
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organizational affiliation (or interest in criminal justice) please put it 
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Street or box: 

City, State, Zip: 
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Interest in criminal justice: 
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o All BJS reports-30 to 40 reports a year, including bulletins and 
special reports 

o BJS Bulletins and Special Report!r-timely reports of the most 
current justice data 

o 
o 

Courts reporb-State court caseload surveys, .model annual State 
reports, State court organization surveys 

Corrections reports-resuits of sample surveys and censuses of 
jails, prisons, parole, probation, and other corrections data 

o National Crime Survey reports-the Nation's only regular national 
survey of crime victims 

o Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics (annual)-broad-based 
data from 153 sources (433 tables, 103 figures, index) 
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