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The 1988 Census of Local Jails found that 
the Nation's 3,316 jails contained 136,828 
units where inmates could spend the night, 
providing an average of 50.9 square feet of 

• 

space per Inmate and housing an average 
of 2.5 Inmates per unit. From 1983 - the 
year of the last previous census of jails -
to 1988, the average amount of space per 
inmate had decreased 6% (or 3.4 square 
feet), and the average number of inmates 
In a housing unit had remained almost the 
same (2.4 In 1983). 

The census, which asked every U.S. jail 
about Its facility, staff, and characteristics 
of the Inmate population, also revealed the 
following: 

• The number of jail Inmates had Increased 
from 223,551 In 1983 to 343,569 In 1988. 
To accommodate this 54% growth In the 
number of Inmates, local jails added 5.3 
million square feet of housing 
(a 44% Increase) and almost 29,000 cor
rectional officers (a 65% increase). 

• In 1988 there were 177 fewer local jails in 
operation than there had been 5 years ear
lier, but jails on average were larger than 
before. The average dally population of 
a local jail In 1988 was 101; in 1983 It was 
68. 

• 
• Two out of three jails In 1988 housed an 
average dally population of fewer than 50 
Inmates, but these smaller jails confined 
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less than 12% of the Nation's jail Inmates. 
In 1983, 3 out of 4 jails had an average 
daily population of under 50 Inmates. 

fI The number of large jails, those with an 
average daily population of 250 Inmates or 
more, Increased from 190 in 1983 to 299 in 
1988. These larger facilities housed 63% 
of all jail inmates nationwide in 1988. 

• The average square footage of housing 
unit floorspace per inmate was lower in 
large jails. Local jails housing fewer than 
50 Inmates on an average day provided 
60.6 square feet per Inmate, while those 
jails housing over 1,000 Inmates had about 
46 square feet per Inmate. 

• Large jails had more mUltiple-occupancy 
housing than small jails. Jails with at least 
1,000 inmates housed an average of 3.4 
persons per unit, while the smallest jails, 
confining an average of fewer than 50 In
mates per day, housed an average of less 
than 2 persons per housing unit. 

• Standards on spatial density established 
by the American Correctional Association 
suggest that each Inmate have 60 square 
feet of floorspace and spend 10 hours or 
less per day In a confinement unit. In 
1988, 28% of the Nation's jails, housing 
38% of all jail inmates, had more than 40% 
of their Inmates housed in conditions less 
than the recommended standard. In 1983, 
23% of jails, with 37% of the Jail Inmates, 
were found to be operating at this level. 

• Local jails reported confining their in
mates In housing units the same average 
amount of time per day In 1983 and 1988: 
13.5 hours. 



• In 1983, 24% of jails had an average of 
five Oi more people per housing unit. By 
1988,28% of local Jails housed an average 
of five or more persons In a housing unit. 
Sixty-one percent of jail Inmates resided In 
these jails with the highest social denSity. 

• Jails reported that 284 Inmates had com
mitted suicide during the 12 month~before 
the 1988 Census of Local Jails. Tfirs total 
represented a slight decrease from 297 
suicides before the 1978 census and 294 
before the 1983 census. By comparison, 
from 1978 to 1988 the Jail population had 
Increased 117%. 

• Suicide rates were higher In small JailS 
and hIghest In small jails with lower popula
tion densities. 

The 1988 Census of Local Jails 

The 1988 Census of Local Jails was the 
fifth census of local correctional facilities 
that the Bureau of the Census has con
ducted since 1970 under the direction 
of the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS). 
(See Methodology for further details.) 
Census of local jails 1988 (BJS Bulletin, 
NCJ-1211 01, February 1990) summarizes 
the data collected, Including facility and 
staff characteristics, population changes. 
and expenditures. 

The census gathered data from all locally 
administered facilities that held persons 
beyond arraignment. Excluded were tem
porary holding facilities, such as drunk 
tanks or police lockups, and facilities ad
ministered by State or Federal authorities. 
Among the latter were facilities In Con
necticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Rhode Island, 
Vermont, and Alaska (except for five jails) 
because these States were operating com
bined jail-prison systems. 

Each local jail reported on each of Its 
housing units - any quarters where In
mates slept at night and which were In use 
on June 30, 1988. Areas not normally 
used for confinement, such as dayrooms 
and corridors, were Included If they housed 
Inmates. Excluded were other areas of the 
Jail used only for recreation, programs, 
services, or administrative operations. 

Table 1. Total Inmate population and amount of housing space In local Jails 
by region, 1983and 1988 ' 

Total Inmates Percent 
1983 1988 change 

U.S. total 223.272 341,636 5.9% 

Northeast 36,652 57,550 57.0 
Midwest 39,386 50,872 29.2 
South 89,215 142,781 60.0 
West 58,019 90,433 55.9 

Note: The number of Inmates Is that number for 
which housing Information was available. Floor
space Includes all areas where Inmates slept at 

For each of the 136,828 housing units, 
Jail authorities reported-
• the unit's rated capacity 
• the unit's exact floorspace 
• the average number of hours per day 
Inmates were confined to the unit 
• the exact number of Inmates housed 
in the unit on the reporting date 
• the unit's use - general housing, protec
tive custody, administrative or disciplinary 
segregation, infirmary, or work release. 

The housing unit data were used to create 
two objective measures that describe pop
ulation density within Individual jails: spatial 
density, the average amount of floorspace 
per Inmate, and social density, the average 
number of Inmates per housing unit. Both 
the amount of space per person and the 
degree of privacy represent Important 
components of an analysis of housing con
ditions In local JailS.' Housing standards 
suggested by correctional organizations as 
well as court decisions about the adequacy 
of housing space have Incorporated the 
number of hours that inmates must spend 
In their quarters as the third element of as
sessing housing conditions. 

'In addition \0 objective measures of how closely to
gether Jail occupants are housed, there are the more 
subjective and psychological Issues of crowding. For ex
ample, the emotiol:al response to being alone In a small 
room (high spatial density) may be different from the re
sponse to being in a large crowd (high social density). 
For further reading on population density, see G.G. 
Gaes, "The affects of overcrowding In prisons "In Crime 
and justice: An annual r/lvlew, vol. 6. M. TonrY and N. 
Norris, eds. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1985), and P. Paulus, Prison crowding: A psychological 
perspective (New York: Springer-Verlag, 1988). 
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Total sguare feet Percent 
1983 1988 change 

12,107,838 17,394,457 43.7% 

2,038,035 3,118,038 53.0 
2,278,528 2,969,676 30.3 
4,763,944 6,897,508 44.8 
3,027,331 4,409,237 45.6 

night and In use on June 30. Excluded from housing 
space were areas used only for recreation services 
or administration. ,. 

Inmates, housing. and staff In local JailS 

On June 30,1988, 3,316 local jails main
tained 341,636 Inmates In 136,828 housing 
units with a total floorspace of nearly 17.4 
million square feet (table 1).2 Compared to 
1983, local jurisdictions had Increased the 
total housing stock by 5.3 million square 
feet, an expansion of about 44%. Over 
the same period, the Inmate population 
had grown by nearly 53%. 

Jails In the Northeast, with a 53% Increase 
In housing space, reported the largest per
centage gain In housing space since 1983, 
and Midwestern Jails, the smallest (a 30% 
Increase In housing space). The two re
gions had Increases In space that almost 
matched In size the population Increases 
during the same period. In the South and 
West, inmate population growth outpaced 
Increases In housing space. In 1988 the 
Northeast accounted for 16.9% of the Na
tion's Inmates and 17.9% of the Nation's 
jail housing space. Midwestern States had 
14.9% of all Inmates and 17.1% of local Jail 
housing space. Southern JailS accounted 
for 41.8% of the Inmates and 39.7% of 
housing space, and the Western States, 
26.5% of Inmates and 25.3% of space. 

20f the 343,569 persons In local Jails on June 30, 1988, 
housing data were available for 341,636. Of the 223,551 
persons In local Jails on June 30, 1983, housing data 
were available for 223,272. Data for one Jail In 1983 
were unavailable. 

• 

• 

• 
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While both population and housl ng space 
Increased from 1983 to 1988, the number Table 2. Number of local Jlna and alze of flClllty, 

of local jails dec!lned. In response to the by region, 1883 and 1888 

• Increased number of Inmates, the jails op-
Average Percent of Jails In catall!!rles of dall~ ~E!ulation eratlng In 1988 were larger on average RegIon 

than those In 1983. The average dally 
Number dally Fewer 1,000 

and year ollalls population than 50 50-249 250-499 500-999 or more 

population of the Individual jails Increased u.s. total 
by 49%, from 68.2 Inmates to 101.3 (table 1983 3,337 68.2 74.0% 20.2% 3.6% 1.6% .6% 

2). 1988 3,316 101.3 66.9 24.1 4.8 2.7 1.5 

Northeast 

A quarter of aI/ jails In 1983 and a third 1983 223 168.2 42.6 39.0 11.2 4.5 2.7 

of all jails In 1988 held a dally average 
1988 223 255.0 30.0 40.4 13.9 11.2 4.6 

of more than 50 Inmates. It Is Important MIdwest 
1983 972 42.5 84.3 12.8 1.6 1.0 .1 

to note that 91 % of the Nation's jails re- 1988 964 51.6 80.4 16.3 2.1 .8 .4 

ported a dally average of fewer than 250 South 
inmates. Atthough the largest jails (250 or 1983 1,606 67.2 75.2 20.7 2.6 1.2 .4 

more Inmates on an average day) com- 1988 1,699 87.2 66.9 25.8 4.4 1.9 1.1 

prlsed less than a tenth of the JailS, these West 

299 jails on an average day housed a ma- 1983 536 106.9 65.1 24.4 6.6 2.8 1.1 
1988 530 169.6 58.1 26.2 7.0 4.9 3.8 

jorlty of the Nation's Inmates. 

Average Jail size and Increases In Inmate 
population varied widely by region. The 

Tlble 3. Number of correctional offl cer. for local Jalil average daily population of jails In the West 
had Increased by 60% between 1983 and 

and number of InmatH perofflcar, by region, 1883 and 1988 

H~88, compared to a 21 % increase in Mid- Correctional officers P&rcent Inmate/staff ratio 
western jails. In 1988 the average dally 1983 1988 change 1983 1988 

population of Midwestern jails was about u.s. total 44,454 73,280 64.8% 6.0 4.6 
a fifth that of JailS In the Northeast, Northeast 9,019 18,262 102.5% 4.1 3.2 
three-fifths that of JailS In the South, and Midwest 9,022 12,546 39.1 4.4 4.0 

nearly a third that of Western jails. Eight South 18,309 28,790 57.2 4.9 5.0 

out of ten jails In the Midwest held a dally 
West 8,104 13,682 68.8 7.2 6.6 • average of fewer than 50 Inmates. By con-

trast, 3 of every 10 Northeastern jails held 
a dally average of fewer than 50 Inmates. In the Northeast the numbe~ of correctional 

, officers Increased nearly twice as fast be-
The number of staff supervising Inmates tween 1983 and 1S88 (103%) as did the 
also Increased from 1983 to 1988. During number of jail Inmates (57%). In both cen-

,: 
the 5-year period the number of correc- sus years Northeastern jails had the lowest 
tlonal officers In local Jails Increased 65%, number of Inmates per correctional officer 

I' 
corlJpared to the 53% Increase In tnmates (4.1 In 1983 and 3.2 in 1988). 
and the 44% Increase In space (table 3). 
The number of Inmates per correctional 
officer decUned from 5.0 In 1983 to 4.6 
In 1988 . 

• 
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Population density In local Jails 

As defined above. population density 
encompasses three elements: space per 
Inmate. number of persons sharing a hous
Ing unit. and amount of time spent In the 
housing unit. Between 1983 and 1988 the 
average number of square feet per Inmate 
declined from 54.3 to 50.9 square feet 
(table 4). The average number of Inmates 
per unit. the measure of social density. 
changed only negligibly from 2.4 Inmates In 
1983 to 2.5 in 1988. In both years jails re
ported confining Imnates to housing units 
an average 13.5 hours a day. 

Nationally. local Jails held about a quarter 
of all Inmates alone In a ceil; these cells 
had an average floorspace of 68 square 
feet. The remaining three-quarters of the 
Jail population were In multiple-occupancy 
housing. Inmates held In two-person units 
had the smallest average space per per
son. 39.2 square feet. Comparing 1983 
and 1988. the average amount of space 
per person In 1988 had increased slightly 
for single-occupancy cells and had de
clined for every size category of multi
ple-occupancy housing. 

In both 1983 and 1988. spatial density 
varied Inversely with the size of the jail: 

Average square feet 
Size of ~rjaiilnmate 
facility 1983 1988 

Fewer 
than 50 64.4 60.6 
50·249 54.8 53.5 
250·499 57.2 52.3 
500·999 50.2 47.8 
1,Oooor 
more 45.1 45.7 

The smallest Jails, those with an average 
dally population of fewer than 50 Inmates. 
provided the most space per person -
60.6 square feet In 1988. The largest Jails. 
which confined an average daily population 
of 1.000 or more Inmates. provided the 
least space - 45.7 square feet per per
son. During the 5 years before the 1988 
census and for ail size categories of Jails. 
facilities housing 250 to 499 Inmates lost 
the greatest amount of average confine
ment space per person - about 5 square 
feet. 

The slight Increase from 1983 to 1988 In 
the average number of persons sharing a 
cell or dormitory did not occur across ali In
dividual regions. Jails In Western States 
reported an average of 3.3 persons per 

housing unit In 1988. a decline from the 3.7 
persons per unit reported In 1983. The 
other regions showed little change over the 
5-year perlgd. ' 

Social density varied directly with Jail size: 

In 1988, the 

Size of 
average number of: 
Inmates Hours per 

facility ~ day In unit 

Fewer 
than 50 1.9 14.3 
50·249 2.4 13.6 
250·499 2.5 13.6 
500·999 2.3 13.3 
1,OOOor 
more 3.4 13.3 

The smaliest Jails had the lowest average 
number of persons per housing unit (1.9). 
and the largest Jails. the highest number 
(3.4 persons). However. Inmates confined 
In the largest facilities were also reported 
to spend an average 1 hour less In their 
housing unit per day than those Inmates 
In the smallest Jails. 

Jails. when considered by State. varied 
In both spatial density and social density. 
North Dakota Jails reported the largest 

Table 4. Percent of local jail Inmates. average square feet. number of Inmates per housing unlt.snd hours In housing unit per day. 
by region. size of unit. housing type. and slzeoffaclllty.1G83and 1G88 

Average square Average number Average number of hours 
Percent of Inmates feet ~r Inmate of Inmates ~r unit Inmates confined In unit 

1983 1988 1983 

Aiijaiis 100.0% 100.0% 54.3 sq. It. 

Pnglon 
Northeast 16.4% 16.8% 55.6 sq. It. 
Midwest 17.6 14.9 57.9 
South 40.0 41.8 53.4 
West 26.0 26.5 52.3 

Persons per unit 
1 person 27.1% 25.4% 66.8 sq. It. 
2 persons 14.3 17.7 48.4 
3·5 15.0 11.8 45.9 
6·49 33.3 31.1 52.0 
50 or more 10.3 14.0 49.1 

Housing unit use 
General 89.2% 88.5% 52.8 sq. It. 
Special 4.0 4.0 57.8 
Other 6.9 7.5 71.9 

Size of facility 
Fewer than 50 16.4% 11.6% 64.4 sq. It. 
50·249 31.2 25.7 54.8 
250·499 17.4 17.2 57.2 
500·999 17.2 18.5 50.2 
1,000 or more 17.9 27.0 45.1 

Note: Averages lor square footage, number per unit. 
and hours confined are all computed by using the 
number of Inmates reported to be In each unit and 
comparing this to Its physical dimensions, average " 

1988 1983 1988 1983 1988 

50.9 sq. It. 2.4 2.5 13.5 hours 13.5 hours 

54.2 sq. It. 1.6 1.8 11.8 hours 11.8 hours 
58.4 2.0 2.0 12.5 13.0 
48.3 2.6 2.7 14.4 14.3 
48.8 3.7 3.3 13.9 13.8 

68.2 sq. It. 1.0 1.0 12.4 hours 12.6 hours 
39.2 2.0 2.0 12.2 12.2 
40.7 3.6 3.6 13.6 13.6 
48.9 12.7 13.4 15.4 15.1 
47.5 71.6 78.5 12.0 13.3 

49.8 sq. It. 2.5 '2.6 13.4 hours 13.4 hours 
55.0 1.4 1.6 18.3 17.7 
61.9 2.6 2.6 12.8 12.5 

60.6 sq. It. 1.8 1.9 13.2 hours 14.3 hours 
53.5 2.4 2.4 13.1 13.6 
52.3 2.5 2.5 14.1 13.6 
47.8 2.5 2.3 13.8 13.3 
45.7 3.2 3.4 14.0 13.3 

across units, or duration of confinement as appropri- housing Is any other nongeneral housing such as an 
ate. See Methodology for an example. Special hous· Infirmary or diagnostic unit 
Ing units are reserved for disciplinary, prutective 
custody, or administrative segregation, while other 
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amount of space per Inmate, 88.8 square 
feet, while New Jersey Jails reported the 
least space per Inmate, 39.6 square, feet 
(figure 1). 

Nine States, six of them In the South, had 
less than the 50.9 average square f8et per 
Inmate reported by Jails across the Nation: 
New Jersey (39.6 square feet), Virginia 
(40.4), Tennessee (42.3), California (43.0), 
louisiana (43.1), Georgia (43.9), Texas 
(44.0), Massachusetts (49.0), and South 
Carolina (49.6). 

Four Western States, four Midwestern 
States, and one Northeastern State had 
local Jails with an average of at least 65 
square feet per Inmate: Maine (65.5 
square feet), Minnesota (66.8), Kansas 
(67.7), Idaho (69.9), Nevada (70.5), Iowa 
(75.6), Wyoming (76.1), Montana (76.7), 
and North Dakota (88.8). No Midwestern 
State fell below the national average, and 
only California among the Western States 
had less than the national average amount 
of floorspace per Inmate. 

Thirty-three States altogether had an aver
age number of Inmates per unit below the 
national figure of 2.5 Inmates per unit. 
Social density ranged from a low of 1.2 
persons per housing unit In the District of 
Columbia, Nevada, and New Hampshire 
to a high of 5.2 persons per housing unit In 
California jails (figure 2). Of the 15 South
ern States, 8 had a higher average number 
of persons' per unit than the natlpnal aver
age of 2.5. California largely accounted 
for the higher average social density In 
Western jails. 

When the 44 States with locally operated 
jails (excluding Alaska) are compared on 
the density measures, jails in 5 States 
(California, Georgia, South Carolina, Ten
nessee, and Texas) had much less aver
age space per inmate and more persons 
per unit than the average for the Nation. 
Conversely, jails in 30 States had both 
more space per inmate and fewer persons 
per unit than the national norms. 

Alierage aqua,. fNt offloorapace per Inmataln local Jalla, 
by region and Stata,1888 

Average 
square feet Northeast Midwest South 
per Inmate (54.2) (58.4) (48.3) 

80-89 North Dakota (88.8) 

70-79 Iowa (75.6) 

60·69 Maine (65.5) Kansas (67.7) Arkansas (63.6) 
Minnesota (66.8) West Virginia (61.8) 
South Dakota (63.7) 
Wisconsin (63.6) 
Missouri (63.5) 
Nebraska (62.0) 

West 
(48.8) 

Montana (76.7) 
Wyoming (76.1) 
Nevada (70.5) 

Idaho (69.9) 
Washington (63.9) 
Colorado (62.7) 
Oregon (61.0) 
New Mexico (60.8) 

50-59 New York (59.2) Ohio (56.5) Disl of Columbia (57.2) Arizona (57.8) 
Pennsylvania (58.7) Michigan (56.3) 
New Hampshire (57.9) illinois (53.2) 

Indiana (52.2) 

40-49 .. Massachusetts (49.0) 

30-~9 New Jersey (39.6) 

Figura 1 

Averaga number of Inmata. per housing unit 
In local Jalla, by region and Stata, 1988 

Average 
number of 
Inmates per Northeast 
housing unit (1.8) 

Midwest 
(2.0) 

Oklahoma (57.2) Utah (51.4) 
Kentucky (56.9) 
Alabama (54.3) 
Florida (54.3) 
Maryland (52.4) 
Mississippi (52.3) 
North Carolina (50.9) 

South Carolina (49.6) California (43.0) 
Texas (44.0) 
Georgia (43.9) 
louisiana (43.1) 
Tennessee (42.3) 
Virginia (40.4) 

South 
(2.7) 

West 
(3.3) 

1.0-1.4 New Hampshire (1.2) North Dakota (1.3) Disl of Columbia (1.2) Nevada (1.2) 

1.5-1.9 

2.0·2.4 

2.5-2.9 

3.0-3.4 

3.5+ 

Rgura2 

Maine (1.4) ~ Iowa (1.4) 

Pennsylvania (1.5) 
Massachusetts (1.8) 
New York (1.8) 
Maryland (1.9) 

Now Jersey (2.7) 

Minnesota (1.5) West Virginia (1.6) 
Kansas (1.8) Arkansas (1.7) 
Nebraska (1.8) 
Ohio (1.9) 
South Dakota (1.9) 

Indiana (2.0) 
Michigan (2.0) 
Illinois (2.1) 
Wisconsin (2.2) 

Missouri (2.7) 

Virginia (2.0) 
Alabama (2.1) 

, North Carolina (2.2) 
Mississippi (2.3) 

Louisiana (2.8) 

Texas (3.0) 
Oklahoma (3.0) 
Kentucky (3.1) 
Tennessee (3.2) 
Florida (3.3) 

Arizona (1.5) 
Montana (1.5) 
Colorado (1.6) 
Wybmlng (1.7) 
Oregon (1.9) 

New Mexico (2.2) 
Washington (2.3) 
Utah (2.4) 

idaho (2.9) 

South Carolina (3.5) California (5.2) 
Georgia (3.7) • 

" 
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About 40% of the Inmates In multlple
occupancy units slept In qutlrters that 
housed more than the rated capacity (table 
5). Nearly_ 41 % of Inmates In cells with two 
persons were In space rated to hold one 
person. _Almost 55% of the Inmates In cells 
with three persons were confined In a 
space rated to hold fewer persons. The 
units designed for more than five Inmates 
would have to be enlarged or increased 
about 23% to accommodate the Inmates 
at rated capacity (table 6). The greatest 
difference between the number of inmates 
and the capacity of their quarters occurred 
for the 14,805 Inmates In dormitories hous
Ing at least 100 Inmates but rated to hold 
9,472; the units were 56% above their 
rated capacities. 

Spatial and social density In local Jails 

The management of jail facilities becomes 
more difficult when more Inmates are living 
In hlgh-denslty situations. Malntalnlng high 
population densities In large segments of 
a jail can affect routine activities such as 
food service, visitation, recreation, medical 
care and sick call, Inmate property man
agement, and Inmates' movaments to and 
from court or consultations with attorneys. 

Spatial-density categories 

A previous BJS report discussed similar 
research on spatial density In State prisons 
(Population density In State prisons, NCJ-
103204, December 1986). Hlgh-spatlal
density facilities are Identified In the report 
as those In which over 40% of the Inmates 
have less than the American Correctional 
Association standard of 60 square feet per 
person In housing where they are confined 
for 10 hours or more.' In 1984, 18% of 
State prisons were found to be operating 
at the highest spatial-density levels. 

Among jails in 1988, 28.1 % operated with 
a population In the highest spatial-density 
category (table 7). High-density jails 
housed 37.9% of the Inmates nationwide. 
By comparison, In 1983, 23.3% of the jails, 
housing 36.8% of all Inmates, were In the 
highest spatial-density category. In both 
years and In all regions, a majority of jails 
housed Inmates In conditions that met the 
spatial-density standard established by the 
American Correctional Association. 

358e Manual of standards for adult correctional institu
tions. American Correctional Association. August 1977. 
and Federal standards for corrections. U.S. DepartmeQt 
of Justice. 1980 

Table 5. Occupancy by five or fewer Inma.a in houalng unlta. 
by rated capacity of the unlta. 1088 

Number Rated ca!!!!cl~ of housing unit 
of Inmates More 
In un~ Number One Two Three Four Five than five Unrated 

One 86.913 89.3% 8.4% .3% .8% 0 .3% .9% 
Two 60.422 40.5 53.4 1.2 3.5 .1 .8 .5 
Three 17.781 21.5 33.2 15.1 23.0 1.0 5.1 1.1 
Four 14.256 ·1.4 8.6 1.7 74.0 2.3 10.7 1.3 
Five /lI.355 0 2.5 1.6 SO.1 12.3 31.7 1.8 

Table 6. P.rcent of rated capacity or.cupled for houalng unlta 
holding more than five peraona. 1088 

Number of Inmat'!! Rated capacity Totalln- Percentofrated 
per housing unit of units mates held capacl~ occupied 

6-15 39.872 47,248 118.5% 
16-25 22,823 26,361 115.5 
26-49 23,275 28,629 123.0 
SO-99 25,820 31,759 123.0 
100 or more 9,472 14,805 156.3 

Total 121,262 148,801 122.7 

Table 7. Spatial donslty by pereant of local Jalla and Inmates. 
1D83and1DSS 

Percent of Inmates In the 

Number 
sp!!tiai dansl~ catesorles of: 

Lowest Low 

Jail' 

1983 3,337 67.3% 3.2% 

Northeast 223 70.9 5.8 
Midwest 972 72.6 3.6 
South 1,606 65.1 2.9 
West 536 62.5 2.4 

1988 3,316 58.4% 5.5% 

Northeast 223 55.2 12.6 
Midwest 964 64.7 4.8 
South 1,599 53.3 5.4 
West 530 64.0 4.2 

In met .. 

1983 223.273 45.2% 8.7% 

Northeast 36.652 61.6 5.5 
Midwest 39,387 55.9 13.6 
South 89,215 39.7 9.8 
West 58,019 36.2 5.6 

1988 341.639 43.5% 9.9% 

Northeast 57,550 54.1 9.1 
Midwest SO,872 SO.4 12.8 
South 142,784 41.4 9.6 
West 90,433 36.1 9.2 

Note: Spatial density categories are based on the 
parcent of Inmates In each facility housed In less than 
60 square feet and confined In that area for more 
than 10 hours each day. The categories of parcent 

Nationally In 1988, 43.5% of jail Inmates 
were housed In facilities with no Inmates 
below the standard, and another 9.9% 
were In jails with 1%-10% of their popula
tion below the standard. In every region 
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Moderate H!gh 

6.2% 23.3% 

7.2 16.1 
5.7 18.0 
5.8 26.2 
8.0 27.1 

7.9% 28.1% 

10.3 22.0 
7.5 23.0 
7.5 33.8 
9.1 22.8 

9.2% 36.8% 

10.0 22.9 
8.0 22.3 
6.9 43.6 

13.2 45.0 

8.7% 37.9% 

6.3 30.6 
9.2 27.6 
8.4 40.5 

10.4 44.3 

of Inmates In a Jail are as follows: lowest spatial dan
slty, none; low, 1%-10%; moderate, 11%-40%; and 
high, over 40%. 

except the West, the majority of Inmates 
were housed In jails In the two lowest 
spatial-density categories. 

• 

• 

• 



Social-density categorl9s, 

• For the other measure of population den
sity, social density, an average of five or 
more persons per housing unit was chosen 
as the highest soclal-denslty category, 
based on an examination of the distribution 
of social densities reported by jails. By 
that criterion, 27.6% of ail Jails, housing 
61.1 % of jail inmates nationwide, were 
high-social-density facilities (table 8). 

• 

In 1983, 23.6% of JaIls were in the highest 
social-density category with an average of 
five or more inmates per housing unit. 
However, In both years about 60% of the 
total inmate population were incarcerated 
.in a Jail with an average of five or more 
persons per unit. Also, in both years jails 
In the West had the largest percentage of 
inmates residing in the highest social den
sity (79.5% in 1983 and 75.0% in 1988). 

Jail size and density measures 

Higher population densities in 1988 were 
more common in larger jails. Jails with an 
average daily population between 500 and 
999 Inmates had the highest percentage 
of Institutions with high spatial d'nslty; 
43.8% had at least 40% of their Inmates 
residing In less than 60 square feet for 
more than 10 hours per day (table 9). 

More than three-quarters of the 51 largest 
jails, holding 1,000 or more Inmates daily, 
had an average social density of at least 5 
persons per housing unit. 

The smallest jails, housing fewer than 50 
Inmates dally, were less likely to report 
hlgh·density conditions. About 1 In 4 of the 
small facilities were classified as having 
high spatial density, and 1 In 7, as having 
high social density. The percentages of 
small Jails In the lowest spatial and soclal
density categories were substantially 
greater than for Jails of other sizes. 

Table 8. Socl .. denalty,by percent of loeel laUund Inmates, 1883 and 1888 

Percent of Inmallla In the 
loelal denlill call1iloriel of: 

Number Lowelt Low Moderalll High 

Jilla 
1983 3,337 37.1% 18.0% 21.3% 23.6% 

Northeast 223 50.7 20.2 12.1 17.0 
Midwest 972 47.1 111.5 20.8 12.6 
South 1,606 30.9 17.6 23.8 27.6 
Wilt 536 31.9 15.5 18.5 34.1 

1988 3,316 31.6% 18.0% 22.9% 27.6% 

Northeast 223 36.8 22.0 15.2 26.0 
Mldwetlt 964 40.0 21.1 23.5 15.4 
South 1,599 25.8 16.9 24.1 33.1 
West 530 31.7 13.8 20.9 33.6 

InmatH 
1983 223,273 15.2% 12.4% 12.8°'" 59.6% 

Northeast 36,652 32.9 1U 6.8 41.4 
Midwest 39,387 18.1 15.3 16.8 49.8 
South 89,215 12.2 11.4 17.8 58.5 
Wilt 58,019 6.5 7.7 6.3 79:5 

1988 341,639 13.9% 13.3% 11.7% 61.1% 

Northeast 57,550 23.3 16.1 10.5 50.2 
Midwest 50,872 19.0 16.4 19.6 45.0 
South 142,784 10.0 14.5 13.1 62.4 
West 90,433 11.0 8.0 6.0 75.0 

Note: Social-density categories are based on the mates In a jaN are as follows: lowest, 1.5 Inmates or 
average number of In malls par housing unit within a less per unit; low, 1.6-2.5; moderate, 2.6-4.9; and 
faclUty on June 30. The catagorllll of percent of In- hIgh, 5.0 or more Inmates par unit. 

Table 8. Spatial and IOclal density In local Ian .. by alze of faCility, 1883-and 1888 

Percent of Inmates In the 
denslll catell!!rles of : 

Number Lowest Low Moderate High 

Spatia' dtlnahy 

Jails, 1983 3,337 67.3% 3.2% 6.2% 23.3% 

Fewer than 50 2,471 73.5 1.4 4.9 20.2 
50-249 674 52.8 7.6 10.4 29.1 
250-499 117 38.3 9.4 9.4 41.9 
500-999 54 31.5 16.7 7.4 44.4 
1,000 or more 19 36.8 5.3 10.5 47.4 

Jails, 1988 3,316 58.4% 5.5% 7.9% 28.1% 

Fewer than 50 2,219 64.7 2.7 7.1 25.6 
50-249 798 47.7 11.0 9.8 31.5 
250-499 159 42.8 11.3 8.8 37.1 
500-999 89 32.6 13.5 10.1 43.8 
1,000 or more 51 49.0 4 9.8 7.8 33.3 

Soolal danalty 

Jails, 1983 3,337 37.1% 18.0% 21.3% 23.6% 

Fewer than 50 2,471 44.0 20.6 22.9 12.5 
50-249 674 18.1 11.6 18.5 51.8 
250-499 117 17.9 4.3 13.7 64.1 
500-999 "'54 11.1 11.1 7.4 70.4 
1,000 or more 19 5.3 15.8 0 78.9 

Jails, 1988 3,316 31.6% 18.0% 22.9% 27.6% 

Fewer than 50 2,219 38.8 20.4 28.3 14.4 
50-249 798 18.0 12.8 18.9 50.3 
250-499 159 15.1 12.6 8.2 64.2 
500-999 89 14.6 19.1 9.0 57.3 
1,000 or more 51 9.8 7.8 3.9 78.4 

Note: For the definitions of the categories of densi-
ties, see notes on tables 7 and 8. 
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Spatial density and occup~ncy 

The effect of different density levels can 
also be estimated for the Individual inmate. 
Relative to the standards noted earlier, the 

, 1988 Census of Local Jails revealed that 
nationwide 32.8% of Inmates reside In 
housing units providing less than 60 
square feet per person for more than 10 
hours per day (table 10). Nearly 86% of In
mates receiving less than 60 square feet 
were held In multiple-occupancy units. 
Overall, 28.5% of Jail Inmates were housed 
In less than 60 square feet, shared their 
housing unit with other Inmates, and spent 
more than 10 hours per day In that housing 
unit. 

,Methodology 

The 1988 Census of Local Jails was the 
fifth enumeration of local confinement facil
Ities since 1970. As In previous censuses, 
the U.S. Bureau of the Census, under the 
direction of BJS, conducted the mall can
vass of every local Jail In the United States. 

The census included all locally adminis
tered Jails that held Inmates beyond ar
raignment and that were staffed by 
municipal or county employees. Eight Jails 
under contract to local governments but 
operated privately were also included. 

Excluded from the census were physically 
separate drunk tanks, lockups, and other 
holding facilities that did not hold persons 
after they had been formally charged. Fa
cilities administered by State or Federal 
au~horltles were also excluded, but Inmates 
baing held for these authorities In a local 
Jail were counted. 

Six States operate adult correctional facili
ties In combined Jail-prison systems; the 
census did not Include these facilities In 
Alaska, Connecticut, Delaware, HawaII 
Rhode Island, and, Vermont. Five locally 
administered Jails In Alaska were Included. 

The data were collected through an Initial ' 
mailing to every Jail, followed by a number 
of direct contacts to achieve a 100% re
sponse rate. During the week of August 1, 
1988, Jail census questionnaires ware 
mailed to 3,448 facilities. Following the Ini
tial mallout, 44 new facilities were Identified 
and 176 were eliminated, to produce the 
final count of 3,316 Jails In operation. 

Table 1 O. Percent of Jail Inmate., by average number 
ofaquare feet per Inmate and type of occupancy, 11'180 

Porconlof Inmalos In: 
Loss than Moro than 
60 sq. It 60 sq. It 

All jails 68.7% 31.3% 

Singlo occupancy g.8 15.6 

Loss than 10 hours 5.5 g.3 
Moro than 10 hours 4.3 6.3 

Multiplo occupancy 68.9 15.6 

Loss than 10 hours 30.4 8.0 
Moro than 10 hours 28.5 7.6 

The census results are not subject to sam
pling error. Other sources of error, such 
as mlsreportlng by respondents or mis
takes In processing, have been kept to a 
minimum through repeated manual and 
computer editing procedures. Facilities 
were contacted to correct or verify their 
reports. 

/ 

Each of the 3,316 Jails reported In detail on 
each of the housing units in Its facility. In 
1988 there were 136,828 units being used 
to house inmates, and the measures of 
population density were computed from the 
Information provided about each unit. For 
example, a facility might have reported 
having 30 cells, each 65 square feet, hous
Ing 24 Inmates. In this case, six of the 
cells are assumed to be empty, and each 
Inmate has 65 square feet. The average 
number of Inmates per unit would be one. 
If the facility reported that 36 Inmates were 
housed in the units, the occupancy of the 
cells was distributed on the assumption of 
minimum density. Thus, 22 of the cells 
were assumed to have one Inmate with 
65 square feet, and 7 of the cells were 
assumed to have two Inmates ("double 
bunked") with each of these Inmates hav
Ing 32.5 square feet. The social density 
In this casEI would be ·1.2 Inmates per unit. 
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Total 
population 

100.0% 

25.4 

14.8 
10.6 

74.5 

38.4 
36.1 

,-- L 

• 
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Jail sulclde~ and population density Number of Inmates, admissions, and suicides, 

• Of the 667 deaths reported by jalls for the 
by size of facility and spatial and social density In Iccallalls,1988 

12-month period ending June 30, 1988, S.ulcld8 rate 
Percentof: ~rl00,ooO there were 284 suicides, This compares Inmates 1iamlsslons sulclaes ICIllI!IP: aglllilililll05 

to 297 suicides during the year before the 
1978 census and 294 suicides In the an- Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 84.52 2.93 

nual period before the 1983 census. The Spatial danalty 
number of jail suicides recorded In the 

ADP offewer than quinquennial censuses has thus changed 250 Inmates 37.1% 51.8% 69.7% 158.98 3.95 
little during a time when the number of In- Lowest 18.3 22.7 34.9 161.14 4.51 
mates has grown substantially. Medium 7.0 8.5 10.6 127.85 3.64 

High 11.8 20.6 24.3 174.06 3.46 

Suicides were far more common In ADP of 250 Inmates 
smaller jails; 70% of jail suicides occurred or more 62.9% 48.2% 30.3% 40.66 1.85 

Lowest 26.2 19.4 12.3 39.73 1.87 
In facilities with average dally populations Medium 11.2 9.1 4.9 37.17 1.59 
of fewer than 250 Inmates. These facill- High 25.5 19.7 13.0 43.16 1.94 
ties account for 37.1 % of jail Inmates and ., 
51.8% of jall admissions nationwide (see 

Social danalty 

table on number of Inmates, admissions, ADP elf fewer than 
and suicides). 

250 inmates 37.1% 51.8% 69.7% 158.98 3.95 
Lowest 7.4 11.3 21.5 243.70 5.58 
Moolum 13.5 18.8 24.6 154.05 3.84 

Spatial density and Jail size High 16.1 21.7 23.6 123.91 3.20 

ADP of250 Inmates 
Suicide rates based on both the average or more 62.9% 48.2% 30.3% 40.66 1.85 
dally population and the number of ad- Lowest 7.8 4.9 7.4 79.99 4.46 

Medium 10.9 8.8 8.8 67.96 2.93 
missions annually were calculated for fa- High 44.2 34.5 14.1 26.95 1.20 
cllitles of different sizes and In different Number 336,017 9,669,954 284 
categories of spatial density, Smaller 
jalls reported higher rates of suicide, Note: ThE) medium category combines the low and moderate 
based on either dally population or ad- spatial- and social-density categories used In tables 7, 8, and 9. • missions. Small, low-spatlal-denslty jails 

ADP refers to the average dally population. 

had rates of suicide based on the aver-
age dally population nearly 4 times higher 
than larger, high-spatlal-denslty jails. 

Total releases, time spent In lall, and ratio of Inmates to correctional officers, Suicide rates based on admissions' were by spatial density and sizeoffaclllty,1988 
twice as large In small, Iow-spatlal-
density jails than In larger, hlgh-spatlal- Average 
density jails. The small, low-spatlal-den- number of 

slty jalls accounted for 18.3% of all 
Time seent in jail before release Inmates per 

More than correctional 
Inmates, 22.7% of Jall admissions, and Releases 1 da:t 2-~ g!i!~§ ~dli!ll§ officer 
34Ji~% of jall suicides. AUjaUs 108,427 39.4% 23.0% 37.6% 4.6 

Fewer than 250 65,374 44.3 25.5 30.2 4.0 
Social density and Jail size Lowest 29,671 43.2 26.6 30.3 3.8 

Medium 12,349 43.7 21.0 35.3 3.8 
As with spatial density, suicide rates by High 23,354 46.0 26.6 27.4 4.5 

category of social density were calculated 250 or more 43,053 32.0 19.2 48.9 5.1 
Lowest 18,046 32.9 18.6 48.5 4.4 

based upon both the average dally popu- Medium 12,054 29.8 23.0 47.2 4.9 
latlon and the annual number of jail ad- High 12,953 32.9 16.7 50.4 6.1 

missions. Suicide rates per 100,000 
Inmates were 9 times higher In small, 
low-soclal-ctensity jalls than In larger, These data suggest that the size of jail, arge, high-density jails (see table on total 
hlgh-soclal-denslty jails. Rates based spatial density, and the number of per- releases). In addition, small, low-density 
upon the annual number of admissions sons occupying a housing unit are all In- jails have shorter lengths of stay than the 
were nearly 5 times higher In small, low- versely related to suicide, whether based large, high-density jails. 
soclal-denslty jails compared to larger, on the average dally population or the 
high-density jails. Large jails, averaging number of persons passing through a jail 
at least five Inmates per housing unit, ac- facility. 
counted for 44.2% of jail Inmates, 34.5% Small, lOW-density jalls average 3.8 In-

• of the annual admissions to jails, and mates per correctional officer, compared 
14.1 % of jall suicides nationwide. to 6.1 Inmates per correctional officer In 
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New from BJS 

Justice variable pasithrough data, 
1988: Antl·drug abuse formula grants 

(BJS Techn:caJ Report), NCJ-12007(.), 
2190 

Felony ca.e processing In State couri~~ 
1988 (BJS Special Report), 
NCJ-121753,2I90 

Census of loCal Jails, 1988 (BJS Bulletin), 
NCJ-121101,2I90 

Hispanic victims (BJS Special Report), 
NCJ-120507, 1/90 

Profile of felons convicted In State 
courts, 1986, NCJ-f20021, 1/90 

Juvenile and adult records: One sys· 
tem, one record? Proceedings of a 
BJS/SEARCH conference, NCJ-11494 

1/90 
Drugs and crime facts, 1989, 

NCJ-121022,1/90 
Correctional populations In the United 
States 1987, NCJ-118762, 12189 
Prison rule violators (BJS Special 

Report), NCJ-120344, 12189 
Probation and parole 1988 (BJS 

Bulletin), NCJ-119970, 11/89 
Drugs & Crime Data Center & Clearing· 

house (brochure) BC-00125,11/89 
Criminal victimization 1988, (BJS. 

Bulletin), NCJ-119845, 10/89 
Criminal cases In five States, 1983·86 

BJS Special Report), NCJ-118798, . 
9/89 

Justice expenditure and employment 
In the U.S., 1985, NCJ-106356,7/89 

Compendium of Federal Justice 
statistics, 1984, NCJ-112816, 8/89 

Sourcebook of criminal Justice 
stattstlcs, 1988, NCJ-118318, 8/89 

Police departments In large cities, 1987 
(BJS Special Report), NCJ-119220, 8/89 

Capital punishment 1988 (BJS Bulletin), 
NCJ-118313,7/89 

Federal criminal cases, 1980·87: 
Federal ofienses and offenders (BJS 
Special Report), NCJ-118311, 7/89 

Households touched by crime, 1988 
(BJS Bulletin), NCJ-117434, 6/89 

Children 11'1 custody. 1975-85: Census 
of public and private Juvenile deten· 
tlon, correctional, and shelter facll· 
Itles, NCJ-114065, 5/89 

Bureau of Justice Statistics Special 
Reports are written principally by -
BJS staff. This report was written by 
Christopher Innes. Jim Stephan pro
vided statistical assistance. Thomas 
Hester edited the report. Marilyn 
Marbrook administered production, 
assisted by Yvonne Boston and 
Jayne Pugh. Marianne Zawltz pro
vided assistance In data presentation. 

March 1990, NCJ-122299 

The Assistant Attorney General, 
Office of Justice Programs, coordi
nates the activities of the following of· 
flces and bureaus: Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, National Institute of Justice, 
eureau of Justice Assistance, Office 
of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention, and Office for Victims 
of Crime. 
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Bureau of Justice Statistics 
reports 
(Revised May 1990) 

• 
Call toll·free 800·732·3277 (local 301· 
251·5500) to order BJ S reports, to be 
added ~o one of the BJS mailing 
lists, or to speak to a reference 
spe('lalist in statistics at the Justice 
Statistics Clearinghouse, National 
Criminal Justice Reference Service, 
Box 6000, Rockville, MD 20850. 

BJS maintains the foilowlng mailing 
lists: 
• Law enforcement reports (new) 
• Orugs and crime data (new) 
• Justice spending & employment 
• White-collar crime 
• National Crime Survey (annual) 
• Corrections (annual) 
• Juvenile correctlol,s(annual) 
• Courts (annual) 
• Privacy and security of criminal 

history information and 
information polley 

• Federal statistics (annual) 
-e BJS bulletins and speCial reports 

(approximately twice a month) 
• Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 

Siatistlcs (annual) 
SIn91e caples of reports are free; use 
NCJ number to order. Postage and 
handling are charged for bulk orders 
of single reports. For single copies of 
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are free; 
11-40 titles $10; more than 40, $20; 
libraries call for special ralih 

Public-use tapes of BJS data sets 
and other crlmln al justice data are 
available from the National Archive of 
Criminal Justice Data (formerly 
CJAIN), P.O. Box 1248, Ann arbor, MI 
48106 (toll·free 1-800·999·0960). 

• National Crime Survey 
The Nation's two crime measures: Uniform 

Crime Reports and the National Crime 
Survey, NCJ·1227(\5, 4/90 

Criminal victimization In the U.S.: 

• 

1987 (final report), NCJ·115524, 6/89 
1986 (final report), NCJ·111456, 6/88 

BJS special reports 
Black victims, NCJ·122562, 4/90 
Hispanic victims, NCJ·120507, 1190 
The redesigned National Crime Survey: 

Selected new data, NCJ·114746, 1/89 
Motor vehicle theft, NCJ·109978, 3188 
Elderly victims, NCJ·107e76, 11/87 
Violent crime trends, NCJ·107217, 11187 
Robbery victims NCJ·104638, 4187 
Violent crime by strangers and non· 

strangers, NCJ·103702, 1187 
Preventing domeslic violence against 

women, NCJ·102037, 8/86 
Crime prevention measures, NCJ·100438, 

3186 
The use of weapons In committing crimes, 

NCJ·99643, 1/86 
Reporting crimes to the police, NCJ·99432, 

12185 
Locating city, suburban, and rural crime, 

NCJ·99535, 12/85 
The economic cost of crime to victims, 

NCJ·93450, 4/84 
Family violence, NCJ·93449, 4/84 

8JS bulletins: 
Criminal victimization 1988, NCJ·119845, 

10189 
Households touched by crime, 1988, 

NCJ·117434,6/89 
The crime of rape, NCJ·96777, 3185 
Household burglary, NCJ·95021, 1185 
Measuring crime, NCJ·75710, 2181 

8JS technIcal reports 
Naw directions for the NCS, NCJ·115571, 

3/89 
Series crimes: Report of a lIeld test, 

NCJ·1046154187 

Redesign of the National Crime Survey, 
NCJ·111457,3189 

The seasonality of crime victimization, 
NCJ·111033,6/88 

Crime and older Americans Inlormatlon 
package, NCJ·104569, $10, 5/87 

Teenage victims, NCJ·103138, 12186 
Victimization and lear 01 crime: World 

perspectives, NCJ·93872, 1/85, $9.15 
The National Crime Survey; Working papers, 

vol. I: Current and historical perspectives, 
NCJ·75374, 8/82 
vol. II: Methodology studies, NCJ·90307, 
12184, $9.50 

Corrections 
8JS bulletins and special reports: 

Prison rule violators, NCJ·120344, 12189 
Capital punishment 1988, NCJ·118313, 7/89 
Prisoners In 1988, NCJ·116315, 4/89 
Recidivism ot prisoners released :.~ 1983, 
. NCJ·116261,4189 
Drug use and crime: State prison Inmate 

survey, 1986, NCJ·111940, 7/88 
Time served In prison and on parole 1984, 

NCJ·10854/., 12187 
Profile of State prison Inmates, 1986, 

NCJ·109926, 1/88 
Imprisonment In four countries, 

NCJ·103967, 2187 
Population density In State prisons, 

NCJ·103204, 12186 
State and Federal prisoners, 1925·85, 

NCJ·102494, 11/86 
Prison admissions 3nd releases, 1983, 

NCJ·100582,3186 
The prevalence of Imprisonment, 

NCJ·93657, 7/85 
Examining recidivism. NCJ·96501, 2185 

Correctional populations In tha U.S.: 
1987, NCJ·118762, 12189 
1986, NCJ·111611, 2189 
1985, NCJ·103957, 2/88 

Historical statistics on prisoners In State and 
Federallnslltutlons, yearend 1925·86, 
NCJ·111098,6188 

1984 census of State adult correctional 
laellilles, NCJ·105585, 7/87 

Historical corrections statistics In the U.S., 
1850·1984, NCJ·102529, 4187 

Census 01 /alls and survey ai/ali Inmates: 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

Population density In local Jails, 1988, 
NCJ·122299, 3/90 

Census of local JailS, 1988 (BJS bulletin), 
NCJ·121101, 2190 

Jail Inmates, 1987, NCJ·114319, 12188 
Drunk driving, NCJ·109945, 2188 
Jail Inmates, 1986, NCJ-107123, 10187 
The 1983 Jail census, NCJ·95536, 11184 

Cen~us of local Jails, 1983: Data for 
Individual Jails, vols. I·IV, Northeast, 
Midwest, South, West, NCJ·112796-9; 
vol. V. Selected findings, methodology, 
summary tables, NCJ·112795, 11/88 

Our crowded jallJ: A national plight, 
NCJ·111846, Bl88 

Parole and probation 
8JS bulletins 

Probation and parole: 
1988, NCJ·119970, 11/89 
1987, NCJ·113948 11188 
1986, NCJ·108012, 12187 

Setting prison terms, NCJ·76218, 8/83 

8JS special reports 
Recidivism of young parolees, NCJ·104916, 

5187 

Children in custody 
Census of public and private Juvenile 

detention, correctional, and shelte~ 
lacilltles, 1975·85, NCJ·114065, 6/69 

Survey 0' youth In custody, 1987 
(special report), NCJ·113365, 9/68 

Public juvenile facilities, 1985 
(bulletin), NCJ·102457, 1086 

Law enforcement management 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

Police d&partments In large cities, 1987, 
NCJ·119220,8189 

Profile of state and local law enforcement 
agencies, NCJ·113949, 3/89 

Expenditure and employment 
8JS bulletins: 

Justice expenditure and employment: 
1985, NCJ·104460, 3/87 
1983, NCJ·101776, 7/86 

Antl·drug abuse formula grants: Justice 
variable pass·through data, 1988 (BJS 
Technical Report), NCJ·120070, 3190 

Justice expenditure and employment: 
1985 (full report), NCJ·100356, 8/89 
Extracts, 1982 and 1983, NCJ·108629, 8188 

Courts 
8JS bulletins: 

Felony sentences In State courts, 
NCJ·115210,2189 

Criminal defense for the peor, 1386, 
NCJ·112919,9/88 

State lelony courts and lelony laws, 
NCJ·106273,8/87 

The growth of appeals: 1973·83 trends, 
NCJ·96381, 2185 
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sheriffs' departments: operations, 
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o Federal statistics-data describing 
Federal case processing, from inves
tigation through prosecution, 
adjudication, and corrections 

o Drugs and crime data-sentencing 
and time served by drug offenders, 
drug use at time of crime by jail 
inmates and State prisoners, and 
other quality data on drugs, crime, 
and law enforcement 

o Justice expenditure and employment 
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governments and by function 
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o White-collar crime-data on the 
processing of Federal whit&co"ar 
crime Gases 

o Privacy ~nd security of criminal 
history information and information 
policy-new legislation; maintaining 
and releasing intelligence and inves
tigative records; data quality 
issues 

o Juvenile corrections reports
juveniles in custody in public and 
private detention and correctional 
facilities 

o BJS bulletins and special reports
timely reports of the most current 
justice data 

o Prosecution and adjudication in 
State courts-case processing from 
prosecution through court disposi
tion, State felony laws, felony 
sentencing, criminal defense 
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