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During 1982, 201,000 persons were 
admitted to State prisons to begin 
serving newly imposed court sentences 
or because they had violated the terms 
of an earlier conditional release. 
During the same year, 157,000 persons 
were released from State prisons by 
~ole board decisoD, mandat0l"J re
lease, or by expiration of term. The 
data for this'report on the characteris
tics of persons admhted to or released 
from prison in 1982 were obtained from 
29 States and the Districtfof Columbia 
and cover approximately three-fifths of 
the Nation's total State prison admis
sions and reieases. 

• The ov~rwhelming majority of those 
admitteC:I to and those released from 
prison in 1982 were male and almoSt 
half of both groups were black. 

• The median age of those admitted to 
prison was 25 years; the median age at 
release was 27 years. 

• Violent offenders accounted for 
37.5% of those admitted to prison and 
35.9% of those released. 

• Blrglary and robbery were the most 
prevalent offenses for which persons 
were admitted to prison. While the 
percentage of blacks admitted for 

!see Prilloners in State and Federal Institutions on 
December 3W982. NCJ-93311, Augtllt 1984, tor a 
detailed. del tion lor each reporti':'l jurisdiction. 

This is the second Il1reau of 
Justice Statistics special report 
devoted to statistics on persoll! 
admitted to and released from 
State prisons. This series con
tinues to enlighten us regarding 
such basic questions as: Who goes 
to prison and for what crimes? 
How much time do offenders spend 
in pr~on? Are offenders serving 
more or less time than in the 
past? 

As increasing numbers of 
offenders are convicted and sen
tenced under new laws requiring 
mandatory prison terms and fixed 
sentences without possibility of 
parole, statistics on admissions 
and releases will provide an early 
indication of the effect of these 

burglary (25.5%) was less than the 
percentage of whites (29.6%), the per-
centage of blacks admitted for robbery 

- (24.0%) was almost twice as large as 
the percentage of whites (13.6%). 

• The median sentence for those admit-
ted to prison was 51 months, and the 
median time served of those released 
was 16 months • 

• About 3% of "those entering prison had 
received a life sentence. Two of every 
three life sentences were imposed for 
murder. Murderers, drug offende~, 
robbers, and rapists, as a group, 
accounted for more than 9 of every 10 
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laws on prison populations and on 
time served by offenders. This 
informdion will be essential to an 
examination of the effectiveness 
of these new statutes. 

Twenty-nine States and the 
District of Columbia contributed 
the offendeHpecifie data that 
made this report possible. We 
gratefully acknowledge their 
generous contribution. Because of 
the uniqueness of this series and 
its value to everyone concerned 
with correctional policy, we hope 
that all 50 States will recognize 
the value of participating in this 
program. 
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Median Median 
sentence timf!, served 
lor 1982 lor' 1882 " 
admissiom reI ... 

5l months 16 months 
Lile- 69 
105 28 
120 36 
78 25 
48 15 
42 14 
32 10 
36 13 

embezzlement 33 11 
Drugs 43 11 

- Sent~ ,....t.r than 50 yeus 
were _umed to be Jile. 
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offenders who were admitted to prison 
with a ute sentence in 1982. 

o 
• Nearly tilree-fittlw of those released 
in 1982 on .. life sentence served 'I 
years 01' less in prison; nearly a quarter 
served three years or less. 

• Fitty-two percent of those released 
from prison in 1982 were released by 
parole boards, compared with 'l2% in 
19'1'1. 

Sa. Males were 94.2% of those 
admitted to prison in 1982 (table 1). 
This proportion has remained stable 
since data first became available in 
1926. Am~ reporting States, the 
percentage of females admitted to 
prison rqed from a high of 14.2% 
in Massachusetts to a low of 3.0% in 
New Hampshire. The percentage of 
females was nearly the same among 
black and white offenders (6.2% va. 
S. '1%). For white inma~es the highest 
perC8fitage of females (13.'1%) was in 
Massachusetts and the lowest (2.9%) 
was in New York. Among blacks, the 

State Jlale 

u.s. ....... -.La 

Alabama • 3.0 
Delaware 12.1 
District of Columbia " • 3.0 
Georcia 14.1 
Hawaii '3.0 

Illinois IS.O 
Iowa .5.. 
Kentucky 13.0 
Louisiana 14.1 
M_cIIutetts '5.' 

MiIIiIIIppi .4.5 
Misaouri lS.l 
Montana 14.3 
Nebrdca 13.2 
Nevada 12.1 

New uamplhire 1'100 
New Mellieo 15.1 
New York HoI 
North Carolina 14.1 
North DUota HoO 

Ohio 11.2 
......,1" ... 14.5 
Bbode IIIaDd 1L5 
South C-ur.. -.L4 
SouthDMota 12.1 

T_ 12.1 
T_ 13.1 
Utah IL2 
• ..tV""'" IL. 
WiIICCIIIIIa 13.1 

highest percentage of females (13.6%) 
was in Nevada and the lowest (2.2'11) 
w. in Rhode Island. Five States
Hawaii, Montana, New Hampshire, 
North Dakota, and South Dakota
admitted no blaek females. 

__ Whites accounted fOl' 52.8% 
of those admitted to prison in 1982; 
blacks, 48.3~ Memben of other racial 
groups-principally American lndiam 
and Asian or Pacific IslandenI
compcsed the remainiJw 0.9%. The 
percentlp of pet'SOIII admitted to 
prison who are cJ.sitied as memben of 
"other" ract8 ... remaiMd stable over 
time. 1be proportion of blacks has 
incre.ed, however, from IIbcKiJt a quar
ter of the admissions in 1926, to about 
a third of the admissions between 1941 
and 1960, to 43.5% in 1981, and to 
46.3% in 1982. 

Montana reported the smallest 
percentlp of blacks amOlW thole 
admitted to prison (1.4%), followed by 
North Dakota and South Dakota (each 
with 2%). These three States abo 
reported a relatively larp percentage 
of their prison admiIBions to be pa'!lons 
of "other" races, most of whom were 
Native Americans. Hawaii admitted 

Admilli_ 
IIaee 

Median 
White BJack Other· .-
510ft ... ... 15,... 
42. • 51.2 25 
42.4 51.1 0 24 
3. • Hoi 0 2'l 

41.3 52.1 0 25 
2'l.4 5.3 ''l.3 25 

42.2 51.' 0 2~, 
.5.1 13.1 1.3 24' 
14.1 25.4 0 25 

10.2 2 .. 1 0.2 25 

34.1 15.. 1.1 24 
11.4 31.4 0.2 24 
1 ... 1.4 11.. 25 
'13.5 21.5 5.1 24 
11.1 20.1 lo1 2'l 

15.' 2.. 1.1 25 
• 2.1 12. • 4.1 2'l 
4'1.5 52.0 loS 25 

t"T•I 4 .. 1 2.. 24 
IS.I 2.0 13.1 23 

4301 51.1 0 25 
4 .. 1 51.2 0.1 2'l 
au 31.5 1.2 24 
.. 4 U.S 1.1 24 
1T.1 2.1 .. 1 (; 24 

ILl 41.1 I 25 
11.1 Hoi • ,~ .... T.2 1.1 2'l 
1L4 11.1 • 23 
12.3 13.T 4.. 24 

,. ... , .............. '....., .. ... 
.hnsD .......... , ......... ....,. 
.................. 0 ............. .... ............................ , -

2 

........ 2. AlII cllltrbltIca f .. Sta .. priIaa 

.....-- ............ 1.2 

A~ Admissions Releases 

Total l00.11'J6 100.0% 

Under 11 2.5 0.5 
18-24 44.2 31.1 
25-34 3T.O 40.1 
35-44 11.3 12.8 
45-54 3.1 5.5 
55-14 1.1 2.2 
15 and older 0.2 0.3 

Median. 25 yean 27 years 

Number ll3,318 11,950 

.... : • data were reported for more than 
99% of the ll4,391 admisli_ and the 89,5'13 
re ...... covered by this ,.port. 

the largest percentage of persons of 
"other" races (6'1.3%), most of whom 
were Asian Americam or Pacific 
Islanders. 

Ace- The median age of persOIl> 
admitted to prison during 1982 was 25 
years (table 2). Offenders aged 18 to 
24 years accounted for 44.2% of the 
admissions; each successively older age 
group accounted for a smaller propor- " 
tion. Those 65 or older accounted for 
less than one-half of one percent. 

Be ...... 
Race 

Median 
Male White Blaek Other· • .... u.a ..... L_ IT,... 
94.0 41.1 50.2 0 21 
1l.8' 41.1 51.4 0 211 
H.I 2.1 17.3 0 21 
13.4 48.0 51.9 21 
ILl 33.1 5.' 10.1 28 

95.'2 31.5 13.5 21 
IS.I .4.1 13.1 t.2 25 
13.3 11.4 22.1 0 21 
14.3 31.1 11.' 0.1 21 
1'.S 61.5 2 .. 1 0.2' 21 

14.4 3'1.1 11.1 0.1 25 
H.4 14.5 35.4 25 
14.3 11.0 1.5 20.5 21 
14.4 '11.1 21.4 0.1 21 
14.. 14.0 12.1 3.1 21 

1'1.1 1'1.4 0.5 2.1 25 
15.4 '5.4 10.1 3.1 21 
ILl 4L4 51.0 0.1 2'l 
13.. 41.7 41.1 2.4 21 
1'1.' .... 4 o.!! 15.1 25 

10.5 
14.5 52.1 4L0 21 
ILl T4.1 15.1 0 II 
14.1 .. , 51.1 0.1 H 
14.1 T4.T 1.' 23.5 15 

I2.T .2.1 IT.' 0 I. 
13.. .2.3 3M • 2'l , 
14.1 H.T 1.3 3.1' H . 
1T.5 17.1 12.5 1.3 IS 
14.4 ILl 330. 40t 15 

Table 3. State priIon .a:-aissi-. IH2: distribution and sentence Jencths by offense and Nee 

All races White Black Other 
Sentence length Sentence length sentence length Sentence length 

Per- in months Per- in months Per- in months Per- in months 
OCfense cent ~tedian :vIeana cent Median Meana cent Median Meana cent Median Meana 

All oCf enses 100.0% 51 77.7 100.0% 50 75.1< 100.0% 52 80.3 100.0% 49 75.4 

"- Violent, total 37.5 82 111.1 32.1 82 110.6 43.7 82 111.1 39.6 81 109.3 
Mutder 4.5 Lifeb 249.5 4.4 LiCeb 241.7 4.5 522 250.2 4.3 228 239.5 
:vIanslaughter 2.7 105 120.8 2.3 94 116.3 3.0 110 125.2 3.7 115 151.6 
Rape 2.8 120 159.2 2.3 118 94.1 3.2 126 164.4 2.0 • 146.4 
Other sexual assault 1.6 59 96.2 2.1 58 94.1 0.9 64 103.0 3.3 60 79.7 
Robbery 18.3 78 105.6 13.6 81 109.3 24.0 76 103.4 U.S 109 120.5 
Assault 6.5 48 68.9 5.9 49 69.2 6.9 47 68.7 12.5 48 64.7 
Other violent offenses 1.3 69 104.8 1.4 66 106.0 1.1 74 105.9 2.3 58 79.8 

Property, total 48.9 37 55.5 52.1 39 57.1 45.4 35 53.6 49.8 40 56.9 
Burglary 27.7 42 59.7 29.6 43 61.0 25.5 40 58.1 30.8 38 61.3 
Larceny 9.9 32 48.6 9.7 33 50.5 10.2 30 46.9 9.6 43 49.2 
Auto theft 1.8 36 50.7 2.2 38 50.4 1.3 35 52.2 2.0 • 37.7 
Forgery/fraud/ 
embezzlement 5.9 33 50.9 6.5 34 52.8 5.3 32 47.8 3.9 49 51.6 

Other property ortenses 3.6 34 52.4 4.0 34 54.3 3.1 33 49.5 3.5 44 55.4 

Drugs 8.1 ~3 
,:/ 

57.9 9.5 43 57.4 6.5 43 58.3 4.5 32 55.0 

Public order 4.7 ,:;" 29 43.9 5.5 29 44.3 3.7 30 43.8 5.9 21 35.0 

Other ort enses 0.8 35 65.6 0.9 36 68.1 0.7 33 62.2 0.2 • 3'0.0 

Number of admissions 95,922 51,295 43,723 904 

Note: Orrense data were reported for 95,922 of all reported admissions. b Sentences greater than 50 years were (84%) of the 114,391 admissions. Sentellce length • :vIedian not computed on less than 20 cases. assumed to be life. data were provided for 73,488 or these cases, 63% a Excludes those sentcnced to life or death. 

Table 4. State prison adnl __ f .. selected y_ 

The median age at admission was 
lowest in North Dakota and West 
Virginia (23 years) and highest in the 
District of Columbia, Nevada, New 
Mexico, Pennsylvania, and Utah (27 
years). 

OfferB'es 

Violent offenses (including murder, 
manslaughter, rape and other sexual 
assault, robbery, aggravated assault, 
and miscellaneous violent offenses) 
accounted for 37.596 of all admissions 
to prison in 1982; 32.1% of the white 
offenders and 43.796 of the black of-
fenders were admitted for 'violent 
crimes (table 3). While black offenders 
accounted for 46.3% of all prison ad-
missions, they composed 52.896 of all 
those admitted for a violent offense. 
Between 1926 and 1982, the percentage 
of those admitted to prison for violent 
offenses ranged from 2496 to 39% (in 
those years for which data are avaU-
able). In 1978 it rose to 39% and has 
stayed at about that level (table 4). 

Illrglary and robbery, in that order, 
were the two most prevalent offenses 
among inmates admitted to prison, 
Irrespective of race, accounting for 
46.0% of all' admissions (table 3). While 
tile percentage of blacks admitted for 
burglary (25.5%) was some. what lower 
than the percentage of whites (29.6%), 
the percentage of blacks admitted for 
robbery (24.0%) w. almost twice as 

, high • the percentage of whites 
(13.696). Murder and m-.ughter 
offenders were sliptly more prevalent 
among blacks than whites ('1.5% va. 

Admissions from 
court per 10,000 

Year adult populationa 

1926 5.8 
1927 6.2 
1928 6.5 

'1929 6.3 
'1930 7.0 
1931 7.5 
1932 7.0 
1933 6.5 
1934 6.3 
1935 6.3 
1936 5.7 
1937 5.8 

1939 5.9 
1940 6.3 
1941 5.1 
1942 4.8 
1943 4.0 
1944 3.1 
1945 4.0 
1946 4.7 

1950 5.3 

1956 5.8 

1960 6.4 

1978 7.2 
1979 1.4 

1981 9.0 
1982 9.8 

_. Not available. 
• '~926-82.RJS' 

AMual IlIreau of the 
~_UI. _AMual is Cor an 50 
States. The adult population COIWists of 

b clviUan residents 18 years of age and older. 
Violent oft_es: murder, manslaughter, 

6. '1%), • were offenders convicted of 
assault (S.~% va. 5.9%). All property 
offenses (except for larceny), drug 
offenses, and public order offenses 
were more highly represented among 

3 

Percent admittedb,c Median 
for violent crimes sentenceC 

25% 66 months 
24 66 
25 62 
26 63 
27 63 
28 ... 
26 64 
28 ... 
28 65 
26 65 
25 64 
28 61 

28 62 
27 63 
29 62 
31 65 
32 67 
30 67 
30 68 
30 66 

... 63 

... 63 

27 63 

39 63 
39 58 

39 53 
\0 38 51 

rape, other sexualsssault, robbery, 
aggravated assault, and miscellaneous 
violent ott_es. 

C Data for 1918-81 are from unpublished BJS 
admission 8nd release statistics. The 
number of States reportl~ duri~ this 
peri~ varied by year between 25 and 32. 

whites admitted to prison than among 
blacks. 

The percentage of those admitted to 
prison who were convicted of a violent 0 
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, 

I 



---",------------------------'-------
offelBe varied widely among the 
reporti.States, from a high of 71 % 
in ~assachusetts to a low of 17% in 
South Dakota (table 5). A total of 
four States-MassaclllBetts, Hawaii, 
New York, and Rhc1de Island-report6d 
that more than 50~ of ~ir admis
siOIB were for violent offenses. 
Seven States-South Dakota, Iowa, 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Nebraska, 
Texas, and Georgia-reported that 
less.than 30% of their admiuiOlll 
were for violent offen.es. In all 
but thr~,reporting states-Delaware, 
Montana, and South Dakota-the 
percentage of violent offenders 
among blacks admitted to prison 
exceeded the percentage of violent 
offenders among whites admitted. 
(Montana and South Dakota each admit
ted only one black for a violent 
offense.) ........ 

About fivtHixths of all those 
admitted to prison for all offenses 
in 1982 were under 35 years of age; 
nearly half were under 25 years of age 
(table 6). The oldest were theBe 
convicted of public order offetBes 
(median age of 30), maIBlaughter (29), 
murder (28), forgery/fraud/embezzle
ment (28) and drug of~f!IIIes (28). 
The Yoo-.est were thG8e convicted of 
robbery, burglary, and auto theft (all 
with a median ace of 23). 

The relaUOIIIhip·between age ,and 
offense ean also be analyzec:t by \, 
examining the meat prevalent c0n
viction offemes among different age 
Croups of those admi,tted to prison 
(table 7). Robbery and burgluy were 
the meat common offenses among the 
yoo-.er age groups, while murder, 
maIBlaucbter and public order offenses 
were meat common among the oldest 
age croups. Consider, for example, 

orr_ 

Allotr ... • 
;\1"-

NUlllber 
of 

4,317 
1t5N 
I,IM 

17,711 
I,HI 

=",'1'1'" 
Robbery 
~t ....., 
IMeeny 
Autothelt 
l'0IPJI7. fraud, _~III .. t 

Drup 

~",.--" 

17,Ul 
11,5M 
.,Tn 
ft.1!'1 
1;_ $e. II 

~~-.;;..; 

" 

t'IIIIIeL .......... 
' , , _ .......... I.az -....-. ... ...-. ......... -.................. 

AdllIIII_ Platrel_.· 

I' ..... 
State .~t_ 

Taal 51 .. CIIltbI 

AWIeIu 5t 
DIIaw_ 31 
DIdrlet ot CabDbia 73 
aearpa 53 0 
Baw.n 111 .... 31 
Ion 11' 
K.-" ~ 
wei;";'" -......... 111 ....... 41 ....... 41 ..... -. 71 
N ....... 34 
N .... 51 

N .. I111.-....... 55 
N .... eo 40 
N .. TarIe 41 
NortIl c.nu.. '\~ It 
NortIl DIIkDta U 

<*0 51 
P_,. ... 51 
.... I.-.ct 31 
Iouthc.nu.. 57 . 
8autb DIkota 11 
T_ 51 
T_ -U .... II 
w.tVifIIaia 111 
w ..... 34 

_ Date not ...a.ble or could not be utWucL 
• Plat N1 __ ._ reI __ of .. otf"'" 

from priIan far tile nllt tlm.lince tU 
.... Iw_lar" lINI- ott .... 

" how the prevalence of admissiOIB for 
burIlary drops off with.e. Por those . 
admitted to prison under the age of 25, . 
more than 1 in 3 was senteneed for bur
Clary; for thase 25-34 it us 1 in 4; for 
those 35-44, 1 in 6; for thale 45-54, 1 in 
9; for thase 55-64, 1 in 14; and for 
those 65 and older only 1 in 25 was 

Pftiiii 'Percent 
OIIII¥Ieted o ,MeeI .. oanwieted 

:.=rt . tl ... otwiolr 
HrWd en ... 

\ 

31" 11 .. antIw 31" 
3CI 12 II 
35 - -41 37 54 
II 13 17. 
57 21 42 

40 14 41 
15 17 -31 7 31 - 13 31 
71 II ;10 
31 11 21 
31 14 II 
31 

{~ 
11 II 

II 15 15 i"\ 

31 15 15 

37 13 31 
44 II 41 
51 11 55 
17 

" 13 / II 
31 11 f 31 

- - / -41 II 47 
51 17 47 
U 

ii/ 
31 

17 17 

17 $' 14 
21 ",.- lse 
37 14 

0 

31 
31 14 17 
II II 37 

b VloI_ oft_III m..-, ~ ... , 
,., au. MIIIII -.utt, rdIMry, :-:.ted .. lilt, lad .. iIoII1aneauI wiol .. t 

• 1IIel ..... .u rei ..... 

IIdmitted for bul'llary. A similar Pat
tern exists for robbery: Molat 1 in every , ' 
5 offenders Under 25 was convicted of 
robbery, but only 1 in every 38 of those 
65 or older. 

FOl" murder, m ......... ter, and 
public order off ... the pattern is 

... AI! .t admillion 

ToJi 
than 11 11-14 25-34 SH4 45:>-" 550.14 H .. ,.... T!ledIan ,..,. yean yean ,.... ,.. ,Jt!an 

-'~ 
ace 

101' 1.1"'" 44.196 31.196 11.4" 3.1. 15,.arJ 
III 1.7 32.4 SI.7 11.1 1.1 
1_ M 11.4 37.7 11.1 ).1' 
1_ 3.1 40.1 17.1 11.' ~ i~ 

1_ 4.1 51;1 .. I 7.1 
'1~1 ':"' 1_ a3 SI~" 1;4.' ,\'-;1, 1_ 
3.5 IL5 31.4 loS 

I_ 1.1 ... 1 31.3 III.l 
III 3;;5 $1;.1 11.7 ... 
III i.1 31.1 45.1 ,It;1 
1_ 1.2 11.2 

I. 1.1 ," .~ ... 
l_. 

. , , 

.. 

,. 

I . 

! . 

i 

+ 
I 

~~ "-, 

,...... 7. 0If_ cIIIrIIdca 1IiUIiIl ......... for State priIca ....... 1111 

~ 
Age at admiaion 

than 11 11-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 15,ean 
Orr .. e Total ,eelS yean ,eelS ,eelS y .... ,ean endow .. 

Alloff .. _· 100.096 100.096 100.096 , 100.096 100.096 100.096 100.096 100.096 

;\Iurder 4.3 4.5 3.1 4.2 1.3 1.1 11.0 11.4 
M .......... t .. 2.1 1.7 1.1 1.1 4.3 5.1 t.I 11.1 
bpe 1.1 3.1 2.4 1.1 2,' I.. 1.5 1.0 
Robbe~ 17,1 11.4 20.1 17.1 10.1 7.1 4.1 1.1 
,A .. ult 1.1 4.1 5.7 1.9 1.1 '.1 '.1 1.7 

aqIary 27.1 SI.2 :tI." 23.2 15.1 11.3 7.3 4.l 
Lareen, 10.4 1.1 10.5 10.2 11.1 10.7 7.1 3.1 
Auto_ft 1.1 2.3 2.1 l.4 1.3 1.5 I.. 1.0 
Porpry, fraud, 

~mbeule;~~t 6.2 1.4 U 7.5 1.1 '.4 7.5 4.1 

1.0 0.1 5.1 10.5 12.0 t.I 1.0 1.7 

I'IDlic order 5.3 2.3 3.1 5.1 I.. 13.7 1'.1 17.3 

Ot,-ott ... b 7.4 4.1 1.4 7.7 9.4 1.4 11.0 11.7 

Number of 
, adm_GIll 100,114 2,174 44,423 37,10' 11,507 3,111 1,10' -111 

• Ace Mel off .. e data were provided for b "Other off .. _" inelucI«B other sexual 
1196 of tile 114,311 adm_IOIII. 

reversed. The proportion of each ace 
'crouP confined for these offenses 
cenerally increases witb age. For 
example, while lin every 32 persons 
admitted to prison between the ages of 
18 and 24 was a convicted murderer, 
nearly 1 in eve't'J 5.5 pel'S0IB 65 years 
old and above w. admitted ror mur
der. (Por every crime, however, at 
least 85% of thole admided we~ under 
45 years old.) 

Unlike these other crimes, drug 
off .. es were meat prevalent in the 
middle years of 35-44 (1 in 8 of theBe' 
admitted in this .e crouP). 

~ 

The sentene~ of a convicted 
offender is one of the meat difficult 
components of the criminal jIBtice 
system to compare aeroas jUl!isdie
tiOlll. Every Slale .. unique sen
teneinlla. and practices coverni. 
both the chance of _Neei¥i. imprison
mentpven a convlcti9D;·fOt a particular 
crime and the expected dUr,aU'On of 
eonIinem.entlor tMt erime. 'IJH'eeent 
y .... r.eform effortShlv.I.a .. many 
Slates ',to enact IawStl1at!"~e. one of 
their goalSW rdaetlen of dis-
DUttilsJn "tolten~ and time 

simi-

...ult, other violent off .. _, other property 
off ..... and miseellaneoul off .. _ 

erea~ sentene~ and parole release 
CUidelines. 

By yearend 1982, fully determi
nate sentenci., in which t~ court 
sets a fixed term of years to be served 
in full (leas time off for Cood be
havior), w.in effect in nine States. 
A majority of the States had also 
enacted a wide variety of manda~ory 
sentences that required imprisonment 
for certain types of offenses or 
offenders such as repeat Ol',l\abitual 
offenders, certain elasses of violent or 
druc erimes, and specific offetBes 
involvq the .. e of a firearm. In 
addition, a number of States enacted 
sentene~ provisiOllJ ~ri. 
minimum prison stays for certain 
offenses or offenders. ~ 

" 
In 1982, State courts committee:. 

approximately 10 in every 10,000 aduUs 
to prison (table 8). Rates per 10,000 
varied COIBiderably aC!l'OIS jurisdictiOllJ, 
ranci. from just oVetl,28 in the 
Distr.ict of Columbia (a wholly urban 
jurisdiction) to less than 3 in Bawali. 
Between 1978 and 1982 court commit
merit rates for the Natio.. increased 
from 7:~2' per l~,OOO adults to 9.8. 

'tIM m~ sentence for persons 
.d,~i~tt!4 t:o State prisons igli82 Wat 
,51.1111011_ raIIIinIlrom ....... of life, 
,lormUJoder and ItO monthl for rape to 
10.,.p'~3,Z monb fqr larceny and 29 
~mql(tlt--,or pubU~ 'fX,!der oft,... (table 
13);. ~"jdian s .. tenets for .. C!h 01 the 
[vi~fl~m. examined w~'lOnIW 
\th;n .fot)~nonvlql .. t cr.im-. 'nle " 
\31.'.. ....~i{~~"~~~_eri .. 
~(:aa:· , <<'\\:';'>~.' ':;:, '::~Z- " ,··,""'t;)1J:I;.;;:."'~ 
~~. . . , _'I, '~_ " , ,'.i ~P.lon. ,~~,. 

~I 

TIllIe .. ea.t .... t..t ra ... for 
Sta .. priIca .... illla., 1HI 

Commitments 
per 10,000 
adults in 

States Number population* 

U.s. total 164,148 9.8 

Alabama 4,213 15.2 
AlUka 477 16.1 
Arizona 2,575 12.5 
Arlcansu ,1,121 11.1 
canfornla ;::;;;.- 15,132 1.7 
Colorado 1,517 7.2 
Connecticut 1,14' 7.8 
Delaware 113 13.8 
District of Columbia 1,403 11.4 
Plorida 11,11. 14.9 

GeorIla 1,71' 21,7 
Hawaii 117 2.8 
Idaho 151 9.' 
Illinois 6,714 8.1 
Indiana 4,104 10.5 

Iowa 1,220 5.1 
K ..... 1,104 '.1 
Kentucky 2,117 8.4 
LouisIana 3,126 12.0 
Maine 471 5.7 

;\Ivyland 4,170 13.2 
M ... ehusetts 1,729 4.0 
Miehlpn 4,371 6.7 
Mw..ota 1,037 3.5 
Miaillippi 2,314 13.6 

Missouri 2,.22 8.1 
Montana 405 7.1 
N .... 511 5.1 
Nevada 1,161 17.1 
New Hampshire 213 3.l 

" 

New.Jersey 3,117 1.1 1 
Hew MeXiCO 771 8.2 
New York 9,111 6.9 
North carolina 7,743 1~~ " North Dakota 222 

Ohio a,172 11.5 
Oklahoma 3,377 14.7 
Orep 1,841 9.5 
PeMlYlvanla 3,731 U 
Rhode Island 312 4.3 

South caroUna 3,313 lU 
South Dakota 407 8.3 " 
T_ 3,ISI 1.1 
Texas 11,lt2 15.5 
Utah 480 U 

V .. mont 171 4.7 
Vlrlinla .. 4,tl5 11.3 
WUhtncton 1,741 5.1 
Wat Vlrpnia 731 5.3 
WiIConIin 

d l,ta3 5.5 
Wyominlr 353 10.1 

• Dennad u the IIUlIIber or persons in the' 
elYIlI_ residant po(IUlation qed II and 
older. 

Source, Prilonera in 1t11. Nc;r-l7'33~ 
BIJS bulletin, AprD 1iii: ~ <:J 
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robbery, assault, other sexual assault, 
and other crimes involving violence.' 

The impact on the overall average 
sentence of these differential offense 
distributions can be systematically 
examined by computing what the aver
age sentence woUld have been for 
blacks if, crime-for-crime, they had 
received the same sentences as whites 
(table 9). This calculation, which 
removes the effects of differences in 
offense distribution between the races, 
indicates that if blacks had receivt.>d 
the slime sentences as whites for the 
same crime categories, the overall 
average (mean) sentence for blacks 
admitted to prison in 1982 would have 
been 81.4 months. This is 2 montll; 
longer than the actual average sentence 
of 79.4 montll; for blacks. (Note that 
the differ'ence ~tween 79.4 montll; and 
80.3 months, noted in the preceding 
paragraph, is due to rounding and the 
exclusion of cases that did not specify 
an offense.) 

1\ 
Amotlg reporting States, aggregate 

median sentence lengtll; ranged from 
29 months in North Carolina to 111 
months in Massachusetts and West Vir
ginia (table 5). Such difference.; among 
States reflect variations in sentencing 
statutes, in the kinds of offenses that 
result in imprisonment, and in assump
tions about time to be served (based on 
different good-time rules and parole 
eligibility provisions). Such differ
ences limit m'eaningful discussion or 
generalization across jurisdictions. 

North Carolina, for example, 

following the lead of States like 
California and Maine, adopted a 
determinate sentencing system in 
1979. Under this system a convicted 
person must serve the i!llposed sentence 
less good time before r~'.<>~e. 
Massachusetts, on the ( ~ hand, has 
indeterminate sentencll, "r,ltich 
provides statutory limit~l ~ach 
offense within which the,· -t sets 
minimum and maximum l~', '''-jor 
each sentence. In indetern, , " ~, 
sentencing States most inm't..,' ~fi are 
released on parole before servlllg the 
maximum sentence. Previous studies 
have fOUnd that sentence lengths in 
determinate sentencing States (like 
North Carolina) are generally only a 
fraction of those in indeterminate 
sentencing States (like Massachusetts). 2 

RELEASES 

Demography 

Sex. Most persons release-d from 
State prisons in 1982 were ,nales 
(94.3%) (table 1). This percentage has 
been stable since data first became 
available in 1926. Among reporting 
States, Massachusetts had the highest 
percentage of females among releasees 
(21.7%), and Mi~,souri had the smallest 
(1.6%). ; 

" i} 

Race. The racial distribution 
pattern for releases was nearly identi-

2See, for example, Felit Sentene!J! in 18 Local 
Jurisdictions, BJS Speci Report, UiIe 1985, NCJ-
97681, and Chacteristics of State PrisOllel'Sd IHO, 
Federal aueau or Pi'_, W.hington, D. ., pp. 
13-16. 

TIIbIe I. ~ of eetud ...... _'- ...... far bIeeb .. itted to State 
priIaa ill 1.2 witll projected ___ ...... '-d CIa _ ..... far white .... .--

(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 
" Total Total 

Actual actual projected 
mean months Mean months 
.entence .entenced .entence .. ; .entenced 

Number length for black length for black 
of black for black admissions for white admissions 

Offen.e admissions admissions (AxB) .dmlssions (AxD) 

Murder 1,286 250.2 mas. 321,757 241.'1 mOL 310,828 
Mailsiauchter 1,311 i25.2 164,137 116.3 152,469 
Rape 1,342 164.4 220,625 152.0 203,984 
Other sexual assault 403 103.0 41,509 94.1 37,'22 
Robbery 10,366 103.4 1,071,844 101.3 1,133,004 
Assault 3,011 68.7 206,856 6'.2 208,361 
Other violent offen.es 448 105.9 47,443 108.0 47,488 

Burllary 11,121 58.1 646,130 61.0 678,381 
Auto theft 577 52.2 30,119 50.4 29,081 
Forgery/fr.ud/embezzlement 2,332 47.8 111,470 52.8 123~130 
Larceny 4,437 46.9 208,0'5 50.5 224,019 
Other property offen.el 1,359 49.5 67,271 54.3 73,714 

Drup 2,723 58.3 158,751 57.4 158,300' 
PubUc order 1,622 43.8 71,044 44.3 71,855 
OtheroffellleS I' 

312 62.2 11,401 68.1 21,247 
'/ 

Total 42,650 3,386,457 3,471,911 

Total months divided by 
TI •• "'" number of .dmillions .L ...... 

o Rae.: "nICIIe witJt,Ufe or de.th .enteneel are excluded. 
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cal to that for admissions: 53.3% 
white, 45.8% black, and 0.9% other 
races. As with admissiolE, the per
centage of blacks among those re
leased from prison fluctuated sharply. 
More than 97% of the releases in the 
District of Columbia and 68% of those 
in Louisiana were black. More than 
50% of the releasees were black in 
seven other States: (in decreasing 
order) lllinois, Mississippi, Dela-
ware, Alabama, Georgj~, South Caro
lina, and New York. liIorth Dakota and 
New Hampshire reported the lowest 
percentage of black releasees (0.5%). 

As with admissions, Hawaii reported 
~he largest percentage of releases 
classified as "other" races (60.6%), and 
again they were primarily Asian and 
Pacific Islanders. Similarly, in South 
Dakota (23.5%), Montana (20.5%), and 
North Dakota (15.1%) a large percent
age of the releasees were "other" races,. 
primarily Native Americans. 

Age. The median age of persons 
released from prison in 1982 was 27 
ye~~a,~e8r younger than in 1981 and 
2 years Ql(Jer than those admitted to 
prison in 1982. The median age of 
releasees was highest (29 years) in the 
District of Columbia, Nevada and New 
Mexico, and lowest (25 years) in 8 
States: IOWa, Mississippi, Missouri, 
New Hampshire, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, West Virginia and Wisconsin. 
While 46.7% of those admitted to prison 
were under 25 and 5.0% were 45 or 
older, 38.6% of those released were 
under 25 and 8.0% were 45 or older 
(table 2). 
Off __ 

Of the 89,573 releases reported by 
participating States, 58% were first 
releases from prison for whom offen;e 
and time-served data were provided. A 
first release is the release of ,"" 
offender from prison for the tlrst time 
since his commitment for his present 
offense, ttu excluding persOlll exiting 
prison who had earlier been conditional
ly released from prison but were subse
quently returned for violating the 
conditiOlll of that release. The discult" 
sion of offensesQand time served is 
limited to first releases. 

Overall, 35.9% of the inmates 
released trom prison in 1982 had com
mitted a violent crime; for whites it 
w. 29.4%, for blacks 43.0W, (table 10). 

As with admissiOlll, the pioportlon 
of released ~m~tes who had been 
sentenced for a violent crime varied 
markedly aero. the States. In 
M .. ach .. etts, fOC' example, wher~ 71 W, 
of the admisslea were for violent 

, 
J1 

.. --------------------.---~. 

Table II. State prison ~., 1182: 
6tribution and time served far orr_e and raee 

, All races White lIack Other 
Time served Time served Time served Time served 

Per- in months Per in months Per in months Per in months 
OrreMe cent MedIan 

All orremes 100.0% 16 ' 

Violent, total 35.9 24 
Murder 2.5 69 
Manslaughter 3.7 28 
Rape 2.0 36 
Other sexual assault 1.7 23 
Robbery 17.2 25 
Assault 7.5 15 
Other violent offeMes 1.3 20 

Property, total 49.4 12 
flIrglary 27.5 14 
Larceny 10.0 10 
Auto theft 1.2 13 
Forgery /Craudl 
embezzlement 6.2 11 

Other property offeMes 4.5 11 

Drugs 8.1 11 

Public o~r .'5.1 9 

OtS'ler ofreMes 1.4 10 

Number of releases 52,008 

Note: All data refer to fil5t relelSes from 
prison (see definition in table 5). OrfeMe 
data were reported for 52,632 (95.2%) of the 

offelEes, 8096 of the releasees were 
convicted of violent offenses (table 5). 
The District of Columbia and New York 
00 reported more than SOw, of their 
releases were violent offenders. South 
Dakota, Tennessee, and Texas reported 
that fewer than 25% of their releasees 
had been serving time for violent 
crimes. 

TiJDesened 

Onniew. Excluding any prior jail 
time credited against their sentences, 
inmates released from prison for the 
first time served a median of 16 montll; 
in prison and a mean of 24.1 months. 
Median time served was longest for 
m1l!'der (69 months), followed by the 
violent crimes of rape (36 montll;) and 
manslaughter (28 months). Among the 
nonviolent crimes, median time served 
was longest for burglary (14 months) 
and auto theft (13 months). 

Stale cIff ....... There w. 
considerable variation in median time 
served among the reporting jurisdic
,tions, from a high of 31 months in the 

.' District of Columbia to slow of 7 
• months in Kentucky (table 5). Hawaii 

was the only other jurisdiction where 
the median time served exceeded 2 
years. It w. leu than 1 year (11 
months) in four other States: 
Mississippi, Montana, North Dakota, 
and South Dakota. 

Some of the difference 10 time 
served among the States may be attri
butable to the different mix of offenses 

Mean cent Median Mean cent Mediai,-Mean cent Mf:dian Mean 

24.1 100.0% 15 21.9 100.0% 18 26.7 100.0% 15 22.0 

35.1 29.4 23 32.7 43.0 26 37.1 36.5 21 31.8 
81.3 2.1 65 78.5 2.9 74 .. 84.1 1.7 • 79.0 
35.7 3.1 25 32.9 4.3 31 ,,38.5 4.5 22 31.4 
48.5 1.7 33 42.6 2.3 38 ,53.4 2.0 • 61.7 
28.6 2.3 22 27.8 1.0 24 IlO.7 2.0 • 28.8 
33.4 12.1 24 30.5 23.0 26 ~15.1 12.0 25 35.3 
21.7 6.7 14 21.1 '8.3 16 2'2.4 12.3 13 18.7 
30.3 1.3 20 30.7 1.1 20 30.3 1.9 • 24.3 

17.2 53.3 12 16.8 45.2 12 lrT.7 50.1 13 17.4 
18.6 29.9 14 18.1 25.0 14 1M 26.8 16 19.5 
14.9 10.0 10 14.5 9.8 10 .i5.1 10.9 10 15.0 
16.7 \\ 1.4 12 16.7 !I.9 13 ];6.9 2.2 • 14.6 

II 
16.0 " 6.9 11 15.5 5.6 1.2 116.5 5.1 12 17.4 
15.9 5.1 11 15.7 4.0 11 :16.3 5.0 9 12.3 

16.7 10.1 11 15.6 6.0 13 119.1 5.1 9 11.5 

14.5 5.6 9 14.4 4.6 9 14.8 7.8 7 10.0 

13.8 1.6 10 12.7 1.3 11 15.5 0.5 • 9.3 

26,845 24,042 641 

55,308 fil5t releases. OrreMe and time • Median not Clomputed on fewer than 20 
served data were provided Cor 52,008 of these cases. 
cases, 94% or aU reported fil5t releases. 

among releasees of the reporting juris
dictions. For example, in the District 
of Columbia, which had the longest 
time served, 54% of releasees had been 
convicted of violent crimes. In Ken-

". -
tUf.!ky, which had the shortest overall 
time served, 31% of releasees had 
bf!en convicted of violent crimes. 
Nionetheless, an examination of time 
s~rved witfun~ch State for each 

II 
,..,...IL a..-~ __ 0. ....... far ~Itederi •• 
far Ita .. (IIIIIa ......... __ ........ I_ 

I 

Admlssiorli First reI_.a 
Meatii\ senttmce MecHan it:ne servia 

State Robbery 8Irgl~; Larceny Robbery IlIr(lary Larceny 

U.s. estim.te 78 mas. 42 m/ts. 32 mas. 25mos. f4 mas. 10mos. 

Alabam. 137 43 j 36 29 11 9 
Delaware 59 36 I 28 ... ... ... 
District of Columbia 84 78 j 63 52 36 41 
Georaia 80 56 35 30 13 8 
H.w.ii 117 :i, 54 36 38 ',24 

lllinois 65 23 22 14 9 
10 •• 119 11} 51 ... ... ... 
Kentucky 114 51 24 20 6 5 
LouisIana N' ." ... 44 18 10 
M_.chuletts 113 110 35 14 14 5 

Miailaippi 103 41 34 U 11 10 
Millourl 110 32 30 32 11 10 
Montana 11. 59 54 20 1J 9 
Nebr •• 54 33 30 34 18 10 
Nevada 107 43 33 '" 2S 11 14 (~,f 

Ne. Hampahire 54 52 - 12 15 -
Ne. Mexico 10 32 22 29 20 22 
Ne.York 65 41 33 23 19 18 
North caronna 113 2. 21 2. 13 10 
North Dakota 55 32 28 - 10 9 

P .... ylvania 78 51 2. 24 17 11 
Rhode IIIand 58 23 20 28 13 11 
South c.rouna 1'1 51 58 ... ... ... 
South DUota • 35 ;12 • 14 15 
T...,.. .. 114 35 32 28 15 12 

T_ ... ... .. . 3Gb 12b lOb 
Utah 187 58 58 23 12 11 
West VirliDla 120 112 111 38 11 12 
WlIaonIln 55 31 23 as 17 12 

'" 
_ o.ta not avaUabl. or could not be utwzed. ' : See table 5 far definition of "first relelSe." 
• Median not computed on fe ... than 20 .... IneludlS all rei.... .' 
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of the three mCBt prevalent offenses 
amq releasees-burglary, robbery, 
and larceny-shows that even for the 
same crimes there is considerable dif
ference in how time served distributes 
amo. the States (table 11). 

For robbery the rarve in time 
served amq the reporti. jurisdic- . 
tion; was 12 to 52 months; for burglary 
it was 6 to 38 months; and for larceny 
it was 5 to 41 months. If, however, we 
eliminate the two States at each ex
treme for each crime, the range; are 
much narrower: robbery, 22-38 months; 
burarlarY, 11-20 months; and larceny, 8-
22 months. 

These differences among the States 
may be due to a variety of factors: 1) 
different standards of punishment, of 
how lq offenders ought to serve in 
prison, perhaps refiected in mandatory 
minimum sentences; 2) diff~ren~ in 
the overall severity of similar crime; in 
different States (robbers in one State, 
for example, m~y ,more often carry 
weapons or harm victims than robbers 
in another State); 3) whether some 
States reserve prison for the most 
serious offenders within each crime 
type, resulti. in 1000er overaU time 
served than in a State which imprisons 
a higher proportion of 9ffenders; 4) the 
relative proportiom of-recidivists, who 
may receive lqer sentences than 
first-timers who commit identical 
crimes; 5) the varying use of c0n
secutive vs. concurrent sentences for 
multiple offenders; 6) differences in 
parole practices in indeterminate sen
tencinc States; and 7) the tae of early 
release to reduce overcrowdi •• 

(:;. 

.... There were abo'differences 
in time served by race. Whites as a 
group had a median time served of 15 
mont'" and a mean of 21.9 months; for 
bla. the median "as 18 months and 
the mean was 26.7 months (table 10).0 
For some crimes there was no differ
ence between the races in median time 
served. This was true, for example, for 
burglary and larceny, two of the three 
most prevalent off_es amq both 
white and black releasees, and for 
public order (itt_a Together, these 
three offerJles accounted for 45.5% of 

. all white releasees and 39.4% of all 
blackreleasellJS. Median time served 
was 1 month lqer for blacic:s than 
whites ,for the crimes of auto theft and 
forgeryJfraud/embezzlement; and it 
was 2 months lqer for ~ off_es, 
_aul~,and robbery. Gre&~ter differ
enees ,euted for rape, m"Iauchter, 
and'lRurder. 1,'1 

Ii 
Some' of the overall dit~'~nce of 3 

mthe~ths'in:, .. ,fJdit..aJ!~~~~ ~9t8',!eenis' 'races aGr.; ._~ , . _~! lJl';' ., ~ '. 
attribuqble to the f.~t; t~!t hJchttr, . 

Ii 

'""I ! 

In. • ' , .... '!4Ii " ~ , • ,\' • 

"rII* 11. CcII!III" at tiae.-HI Cor IIIIiet _ wIIlte ........ 
rro. State priIaJt, I_I. ..t;Med for otr_ cliltrlbllUaa 

(A) ~B) (c) (D) (E) 

Total Total 
Obeerved obeerved Mean projected 
mean months time months 
time served served served 

Number served for black for for black 
of black Cor black releases white releases 

Orrense releases releases (AxB) c, releases (AxD) 

:Wurder 708 84.1 mos. 59,543 78.5 mos. 55,578 
Manslaughter 1,040 38.5 40,040 32.9 34,216 
Rape 5C5 53.4 29,103 42.6 23,217 
Other sexual assault 248 30.7 7,614 27.8 " 6,894 
Robbery 5,538 35.1 194,384 30.1 186,894 
Assault 1,991 22.4 44,598 21.1 42,010 
Other violent offenses 274 30.3 8,302 30.7 8,412 
Burilary 6,000 19.2 115,200 18.1 108,800 
Auto theft 216 16.9 3,850 18.7 3,801 
Forpry/fraud/embeZZlement 1,343 16.5 22,160 15.5 20,81'1 
Larceny 2,358 15.1 35,606 14.5 34,191 
Other property offenses 973 16.3 15,860 15.7 15,276 

"Drucs 1,435 19.1 27,409 15.8 22,386 
PubU corder 1,094 14.8 16;191 14.4 15,754 
Other offeJlleS 312 15.5 4,836 12.7 3,962 

Total 24,075 624,496 581,614 
Total months civided by 

number of releases 25.t!--. u.s--. 

"rII* U. ...... .-HI for ... IM ,...._otr_ 
,.Percent 

released by Median time lerved to first n:~ases8 I 
parole board AD Agravated 

Year decision offenses Robbery Rape uaault Blll'liary Larceny 

1926 55'J. 19 mos. 3lmos. ,24 mos. 17mos. 2Omos. 17mos. 
1927. 58 19 

" 
34 ~ 17 21 18 

1928 57 18 _. 
~ -. . .. _. 

1929 56 19 38 "2. 18 20 18 
1930 S5 l' 35 _~. '0 27 17 21 18 
1931 59 18 34 30 17 20 17 
1932 57 18 32 30 19 19 16 
1933 57 17 32 32 17 17 16 
1934 57 17 35 28 16 18 14 
1.35 55 17 3. 30 17 19 14 
1.36 55 17 40 27 19 ,~ 20 14 
1937 50 20 43 27 1. 21 15 
1138 4. 21 4$ 28 18 22 15 
tt39 47 21 49 28 1. 22 18 
1940 42 21 47 31 1. 21 15 
1144 55 30 52 37 28 30 21 

I" 1945 55 30 55 38 " 25 30 21 
1948 56 25 47 36 20 28 18 
1951 56 21 ... _. _. ... . .. 
1954 55 21 ... .- .- - .-
1957 55 21 ... ... ... " . .. _. 
1960 5. 21 34 30 

" 
20 20 17, 

1967 62 19 31 34 15 17 13 
1988 ... 18 31 32 15 1 • 1.3 
1969 _. 

18 U 33 15 18 13 " 1970 ... 18 30 35 18 1 • 1-3 
1974 68 18 27 32·" 1. 16 14 
l'lli 18 .- ... .- . - _. . .. 
1978 69 ... . .. _. 

" -. _. . .. 
1177 72 18 25 32 1. 15 \., 13 
1978 70 18., 25 34 20 15 13 

" 1.79 60 II . - . -, ': .... ..• 
1980 57 II 

~ .-_. ... ... ", ... .., . .. 
1181 55 17 25 33 17 1:3;. 11 
1982 52 18 25 -3<' ;:-:;::;15 -14-

'. 10 

lIoII: Data' tor 1117-74 are from unpublished yeu'lItr.' .... 2$.~;3~: .,.~j~::~-9~~ 
Uniform Parole Reports ltatiltics obtained yearure f~m~'lfatJ~"Pf, .... r 
from betw ... n 3~ and 35 Jurildictlons. Data l~tJttiCl.repor~. \. ~ .. " 
for 1175-19 are· from unpubUshed ~ aclmia- '.' r ~~'n.ot,a •• ~'or.~~nOt:,",QU!l~ 

: , Jions.and re __ .tetistlci. The nu .. ber·of See '~';'if~c¥p.,i'l9D,t~t·"i..,''".,~~. 
. Statel:reportinc dllrinc 117,5-10 vuied'by 

"'.{, I) >''r.'-, i' :',': '1,,:,-
" .' .. ,. -, 
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proportion; of blacks than whites had 
been imprisoned for the most seriOO9 
offelBes, carrying the lqest 
sentences. For example, whereas 6.9% 
of the white releasees had been 
convicted of murder, manslaughter, or 
rape, 9.5% of the black releasees had 
been convicted of these same crimes. ' 
Moveover, adding robbery increases the 

• proportion to 32.5% for blacks and 19% 
for whites. 

The impact on overall time served 
9f the differential offeme distribution; 
of white and black releasees can be 
examined more systematically by com
puti. the overall average time that 
blacks released in 1982 would have 
served in prison if, crime-for-crime, 
they served exactly what whites 
served. (This is similar to the 
procedure taed to compare black and 
white sentences above.) This calcu
lation, which removes th9 effects of 
differences in offense distribution 
between ~he races, shows that there i; 
a difference of"2.6 months, or about 
10%, between the average amount of 
time that blacks actually served in 
prison (25.9 mont .. ) and how lq they 
would have served if there was no,. 
difference in time served between the 
races for the various offenses (23.3 
montIB) (table 1-2). 

Whether this 10% difference can be 
accounted for by nonracial factors 
cannot be determined from the release 
data. A comprehensive analysis of thi; 
issue would have to examine possible 
differences between white and black 
prison releasees on factors Ukely to 
infiuence either sentenci. or prison 
release decisions. Such factors would 
include: 1) prior criminal record, 
espeCially the number and type of 
convictions, prior violent record, and 
behavior on probation, parole, or pre
(trial release; 2) degrees of severity 
within crime categories, especially the 
tae of a weapon and the degree of harm 
to the vicUmj 3) thl) difference be
tween the'actual crime and the. convic
tion off,ense (a distinction sometimes 
lIled by parOle boards); and 4) behavior 
within prison, includi. the prevalence 
of rule vlolatlons and the cttcree of .. 
good tim.e forfeiture. (For a disctllSion 
of some of thes.e fac.ton, see the 
appendix.) 

IIistoriaal tnadI. The median time 
served to fil'lt release in 1982, 16. 
nlonths, •• lower than any other year 
since 1928 'for which data are available 
(table 1'3~. With tile ex.Uon of the " 
years _"'~or.l.t W",'D,.(wben prison 
w .. _.'~ •. _:' ~"':" tCX'.· ,~~,.eti_,offend
ers\.m .... -tim.'S'el,'Ved,tord :t .... t 
re .... _'1 .. )*":iin~U.u' ... e'of 11-21 
moriths:;Ih';J,'ft9, 8nd t.l.8b~it· •• it9 
monthl~ ~; tiHin,decatiidl't() ,tlmont" 

• 1 ) 

-_."-----

- , 
'hIIIe 1.. ...... be ..... C,.IIIIIeeWd,.... aDd Stat.. 

Stete 1951 1954 1957 1960 1981 1982 

U.S. estimate " 21 mCII. 21 mOB. 21 mOB. 21 mCII. 17 mOB. IS mOB. 

Alabama' 19 18 18 17 10 12 
Diltrict of Columbia 25 27 31 34 40 37 
Georgia 22 20 19 22 12 13 
Hawaii ... ... ... 32 33 29 
Iowa 24 24 24 24 18 17 

Kentucky 18 . 18 18 19 10 7 
Loulsiana 17 20 18 19 21 23 
M ... chllletts 

' , 
30 29 18 17 22 16 

.Millillippi 22 30 24 23 12 11 
Millourl 16 16 16 17 15 

I'. 
14 

Montana 12 15 10 11 11 11 
.Nebraska 18 17 18 17 15 15 
Nevada II 17 18 17 15 15 
New Hampshire 16 16 18 12 11 13 
New Mexico 12 U 18 23 24 22 

New York 31 27 30 29 22 21 
North Car.lUna 28 25 17 17 14 i3 
North Dakota 12 13 16 15 10 11 
P ..... ylvania 31 38 30 31 18 18 

. '/ Rhode Island 19 21 23 22 18 17 

South Dakota 12 10 10 11 14 11. 

TeJIIMIIIfi 24 24 24 20 18 
~ 

18 
Teul 18 18 20 20 17 13 
Utah 21 29 27 24 18 14 
Wast Vil'linia 34 36 28 27 18 14 
WisCOlllin 18 15 1.4 15 20 18 

;, 

HeM: Data Cor 1951 to 1180 obtained from Data for 1981 is from Prison Admissions and 
"Rel_es. 1981, llIreau of Justice Stit&Ues. Characteristics of State PrisonerSf 1'L 

publlSIiiiI6y Uii PecIeraJ IIIIJ'MU 0 Pr ••• Data not avililable or could not be utilized. 

in 1981 and 16 months in.1982. Specific 
crimes also showed a drop over the past 
half century. For larceny the decrease 
was 7 months; for robbery and burglary 
it was ~ months; and for aggravated 
assault it was 2 montllliess. Rape, on 
the other han~, showed an increase in 
time served of 12 months, from ~4 to 36. 

More recent trends in time served 
can be examined by State (table 14). In 
16 of 26 reporting jurisdictions,"median 
time served decUned from 1981 to 
1982. In 21 of 25 jurisdictions with 
available data, median time served 
decrealed from 1951 to 1982. 

(1 . 

In six reporti. jurisdictions
Distdct of Columbia, Mississippi, North 
Carolinaj'Pennsylvania, Utah, and West 
\'irginia-median time served .'varied 
by at least 15 months dUfi. the 1951-
82 period, SUBl8!lti. major changes in 
these jurisdictions in sentencirw or V' 
relase practi~, or both, at some 
point duri. this time. Such changes 
mayor may not have been the result of 
lesislative revisions. 

One indic~Uon of ~es in prison 
rel .. ~ practices in recent y.-rs is the 
variation in the proportion of all 
rei ... that were due to parole bQard 
decisions (table 13). In the decade 
altel' W~lcl War n un. proportion 
relJlaine.tat,.,s...,.,e 55-5,89110 In.1960 it 
~, ... ~t ... l~mb.untilit peaJc..ct at 
7'186 iil'I97''l~ i .... ·the 5 years since, the 
1Il.~t;~ .. relelae.droppedsharply, 
ftlaeliini'5296 in 198.2. , 

Litesentenes and 
Mtu.l time .... 

Aside from sentences to death, a 
sentence to life in prison is the most 
severe penalty the jlBtice system can 
impose on a convicted offender. How
ever, a life sentE:nce raraly means that 
the offender will spend the tESt of his 
life in prison. Most State statutes 
allow for the possibility of parole, but 
the amount of time that mlBt be served 
before becomi. eligible for parole 
varies across the States. 

During 1982, among t'eporti. 
juris<tictions, there were 2,223 per
SOlll with a life sentence admitted 
to prison and 980 released. Of those 
rele.ed, 612 were first releasees 
for whom time served data were avail
able. Overall, 3.0% of those enteri. 
prison in 1982 had received a life 
sentence (table 15). Nearly 1 in' 
every 2 persOIll convicted of murder 
in 1982 received a life sentence and 
nearly 2 in every 3 life sentences. 
irnposed were for murder convictions. 
White inmates convicted of murder and 
robbery were more Ukely than black 
murderers to have received a Ufe 
sentence whUe the converse w. true 
forrape. While about 1 in 20 drug " 
offenders received a life sentence, they 
accountecl for 13% of all the Ufe. sen
tences ImposecL Little difference was 
(Quod amq white anc:I black drug of
fenders in the proportion who received 
a Ufe sentence (4.9% vs. 4.8%). Mur
derers, drug o!fenders, robbers and 
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Table 15. Percent of adm_GIll with a tile sentence, by off_e 8Dd Nee, 1982 . 

All races White 

Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
of all with with with with 

, life life life life life 
; sen- Number sen- sen- Number sen- sen- Number 

Offense tences admitted- tences tences admitted tences tences admitted 

All offenses 100.0% 73,488 2,223 3.0% 37,709 1,130 3.0% 34,881 

Violent, total 83.4 29,034 1,855 6.4 12,667 905 7.1 16,012 
Murder 63.3 2,867 1,408 49.1 1,354 710 52.4 1,475 
Manslaughter 0.2 2,527 4 0.2 1,187 1 - 1,307 
Rape 5.4 1,927 120 6.2 819 41 5.0 1,091 
Other sexual 

assault 1.5 1,473 34 2.3 1,049 25 2.4 394 
Robbery 9.8 14,320 218 1.5 5,428 92 1.7 8,788 
Assault 0.7 4,961 15 0.3 2,292 6 0.3 2,557 
Other violent 

offenses 2.5 959 56 5.8 538 30 5.6 400 

Property, total 2.7 34,319 59 0.2 19,010 33 0.2 14,862 
" &Irglary 1.7 19,373 38 0.2 10,758 19 0.2 8,338 

Larceny 0.6 6,864 14 0.2 3,416 8 0.2 3,361 
Auto theft - 858 1 0.1 558 1 0.2 282 
Forgery/fraud! 

embezzlement 0.1 4,132 2 - 2,487 2 0.1 1,611 
Other property 
offenses 0.2 3,092 4 0.1 1,791 3 0.2 1,270 

Drugs 13.2 6,114 294 4.8 3,730 181 4.9 2,343 

Public order 0.6 3,290 14 0.4 1,874 11 0.6 1,363 

Other offenses - 731 1 0.1 428 0 0 301 

- Less than 0.1% 
- Of the 114,391 admissions, 73,488 reported data on offense, race, and sentence length. 

TMle 16. Distribution of time sened 
for those with nfe sentences released 
from State prison. 1982 

Number 
of Cumulative 

Time served inmates percent 

Total 612 

12 ri.'onths or less 22 3.6% 
13-24 months 33 9.0 
25-36 89 23.5 
37-48 73 35.5 
49-60 54 44.3 
61-84 89 58.8 
85-108 81 72.1 
109-120 30 77.0 
!',fore than 120 141 100.0 

Median 69 months 

Mean 88 months 

Note: All data refer to first releases from 
prison (see definition in table 5). Time served 
data were provided fro:n 612 (62%) of 990 
persons. released with life sentences; 

rapists, as a group, accounted for more 
than 9 in every 10 life offenders admit
ted in 1982. Inmates with these same 
offenses accounted for 97% of those 
released after haVing served time.in 
prison on a life sentence. 

The median time served on a life 
sentence was 5 years and 9 months and 
the mean time se.rved was 7 years and 4 
months (table 16). Ne~ly a ,uarter of 
those released for the .flrst time on a 
lif~.ienfence serVed 3 years or less and 
ne:lirly three~fifthsserved 7 years or ' 
less. 

METHODOLOGY 

Representativeness. The data pre
sented in this report cover approxi
mately 60% of the Nation's State prison 
admission; and releases in 1982. 
Aggr-egate counts of admission; and' 
releases by State may include multiple 
admissions or releaseS of the same 
individual in a reporting year. This 
report, by contrast, counts only one 
admission and/or release per person in a 
given year (the latest movement was 
used ifduplicat~ admission or release . 
record<; were found). In order to accept 
an individual State's admission or . 
release data, a rUle was impCBed that' 
the individual record count had to be at 
least 70% of the aggregate count. For 
admissions, States excluded because of 
low reported counts were Alaska, 
Louisiana, Maine,· and Wyoming. For 
releases, States excluded,Were Alaska, 
Maine, and WY0tning. .. 

Offemes. Each State's individual 
offeMes were recoded to a common set 

. of offense types. With the exception of 
murder, attempts or conspiracies were 
included with completed offen;es. 
Attemp.ted mUl'ders were classified as 

,assaults. . 

Sen... Give,. the nature ot the 
data used in this study, it was not 
possible to distinguish determinate 
fl'Om indeterminate sentences. When
. ever a sentence had both a minimum 

10 

, . y .... ' ,\ « 

Back Other 

Number Percent Number Percent 
with witt! with with 
life life life life 
sen-' sen- Number sen- sen-
tences tences admitted tences tences 

1,073 3.196 898 20 2.2% 

930 5.8 355 20 5.6 
686 46.5 38 12 31.6 

3 0.2 33 0 0 
77 7.1 17 2 11.8 

8 2.0 30 1 3.3 
122 1.4 104 4 3.8 

9 0.4 112 0 0 

25 6.3 21 1 4.8 

26 0.2 447 0 0 
19 0.2 277 0 0 
6 0.2 87 0 0 
0 0 18 0 0 

0 0 34 0 0 

1 0.1 31 0 0 
113 4~8 41 0 0 

3 0.2 53 0 0 

1 0.3 2 0 0 

and a maximum term, the maximum 
was used to define the sentence 
length. A life sentence was defined 
as any prison sentence with a fixed 
or maximum term of life in prison, 
regardless of the P9Sliibility of pa
rOle.OnlY theSe cases with' maximum 
sentences greater than 1 year were 
included in the analysis. 

Time served. Although time served in 
jail pending trial is normally credited 
against a prison sent:~nce, jaihcredit 
data are not included in the data base 
used. in this study. As a result, ~ported 
time served refers only to time actually 
served in a State prison. 

Mean and median. The"lf:eif~and 
median of sentencesc,"ciiti.me served 
are both reported. In cal§"dlatingthe 
mean sentent!e length~ lnose admissions 
with sentences to life or death were. 
exclUded. The median is generally 
preferred for cOmparative purpcses 
since it'ineludes tl:lose with life or 
death sentences and minimizes the 
effects of a few extreme values • 

"'. l·' .. 
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APPBNDIX 

There is little reliable national data 
available on the factors that might 
affect differences in time served in 
prilon ,for whites and blacks. (Detailed 
information on time served in fnson by 
race is presented in table A-I. How
ever, information on both prior rec0rd9 
and behavior within prison is contained 
in the Bureau of Justice Statistics 1979 
Survey of State Prison Inmates, based 
on interviews with a nationally 
representative sample of 11,397 

prisoners. Overall, 31.7% of black 
inmates reported a prior violent crime, 
compared to 23.6% of white offenders 
(table A-2). (Similar proportiom of 
each race reported a prior conviction or 
incarceration.) Moreover, a somewhat 
higher proportion of black inmates than 
white inmates reported a rule violation 
within prison (56.3% VB. 50.9%, table A-
3). For those who admitted to at least 
one rule violation, the median number 
of violatiom reported was 1.1l for white 
inmates and 2.4 for black inmates. This 
suggests, although it does not confirm, 

---------~---~-- '--' , 

that there may be differences between 
the races in the kinds of criminal and 
institutional records they present to 
parole boards and in the amount of good 
time they forfeit while serving in 
pr.ison. 

,.... A-L Dlltrlllation of tiJaa ..ned bJ oft_ ... Nee 
far Stata priIaa re ....... 1.2 

Medlan 
time Number of months served 

Offense Number served 1-6 7-12 13-z4 25-36 37-48 49.;aO 61-84 !l5-120 120+, 

All otrenses 52,008 16 mas. 16.7% 24.1% 29.5% 12.996 6.1% 3.6% 3.8% 2.1% 1.2% 
White 26,845 15 1'1.6 26.5 30.1 12.1 5.7 2.9 2.9 1.4 0.8 Black 24,042 18 15.'1 21.6 28.8 13.8 6.6 4.3 4.9 2.8 1.6 Other 641 15 18.1 25.6 29.2 10.8 6.9 3.9 3.1 1.9 0.6 

Murder 1,321 \69 2.3 2.1 8.7 8.3 9.9 10.7 20.2 19.0 18.7 White 57'1 65 3.3 2.3 10.1 9.9 11.6 8.8 20.1 16.1 1'1.9 Black '108 '14 1.6 2.1 '1.2 '1.1 8.8 12.1 .20.2 21.6 19.9 
Other 11 - 0 0 '.1 18.2 0 18.2 18.2 18.2 18.2 

Manslaughter 1,922 28 '1.5 12.4 24.0 1'1.4 11.8 9.7 11.3 4.7 1.0 
White 824 25 9.1 15.7 23.3 18.0 10.4 8.7 10 4.1 0.7 
Black 1,040 31 6.0 9.8 23.8 1'1.5 13:0 10.6 12.7 5.4 1.3 
Other 29 22 13.8 13.8 2'1.6 6.9 13.8 10.3 10.3 3.4 0 

Rape 1,022 36 5.4 9.4 1'1.9 1'1.9 13.6 9.7 11.4 8.6 6.1 
White 459 33 6.5 12.4 18.'1 16.3 14.6 10.5 8.9 8.1 3.9 
Black , 545 38 4.4 7.2 16.9 19.1 13.0 9.4 13.4 8.8 7.9 
Other 13 - '1.'1 0 23.1 'i.'1 '1.'1 0 23.1 23.1 '1.7 

Robbery' 8,933 25 5.2 12.2 30.'1 21.8 10.4 6.6 7.8 4.0 1.6 
White 3.250 24 5.3 12.'1 32.9 21.'1 11.'1 6.1 6.1 2.'1 0.8 
Black 5,538 26 5.1 11.8 29.4 21.6 9.7 6.9 8.8 4.7 2.0 
Other 77 25 3.9 '1.8 3'1.'1 ~4.3 10.4 10.4 9.1 5.2 1.3 

Aaault 3,922 15 18.1 24.5 29.2 13.3 6.9 3.2 2.5 1.5 0.9, 
White 1,79'1 14 20.0 24,2 28.8 13.1 8.7 2.9 1.8 1.3 1.0 
Black 1,991 16 16.0 24.6 29.9 13.6 6.8 3.6 3.1 1.6 0.9 
Other G 19 13 19.0 29.1 2&.8 10.1 10.1 3.8 1.3 0 0 

BIlriJary 14,312 14 
;, 

15.5 2'1.9 34.9 12.1 4.'1 2.2 1.8 0.6 0.3 
White 8,036 14 15.0 28.t 35.1 12.1 4.5 2.1 1.6 0.5 0.2 

. Black 8,000 14 16.1 2&.8 34.4 12.2 4.9 2.5 2.1 0.6 0.4 
Other 1'f2 16 15.1 23.3 3'1.2 14.0 5.8 2.3 1.2 1.2 0 

LatClClny 5,183 10 2'1.5 32.1 28.5 '1.4 3.1 1.2 1.4 0.6 0.3 
White 2,6'1'1 10 25.9 33.2 28.2 '1.4 2.8 0.9 0.9 0.3 0.4 
Black 2,358 10 29;4 31.5 24.6 '1.1 3.2 1.2 1.9 0.8 0.3 
Other 10 10 30.0 21.6 25.'1 5.'1 '1.1 2.' 0 0 0 

AuW theft 607 13 ,;- 1'1.1 31.0 34.6 9.4 5.3 1.2 0.7 0.7 0.2 
White 3'15 12 ,f 15.2 33.9 34.7 8.3 5.3 1.3 0.3 0.8 0.3 

" 
Black 216 13 21.8 24.1 34.'1 11.1 5.6 0.9 1,4 0.5 0 
Other 14 - 0 50.0 ' 35.'1 

"- 14.3 0 0 0 0 0 
Forpry. fraud, 
e~:ement. 3,236 11 24.4 30.4 28.9 '.2 3.8 1.1 1.5 0.3 0.3 

1,'U 11 2&.2 31.5 2'1.5 8.3 3.6 0.8 1.5 0.2 0.3 
Black 1,343 12 22,0 29.0 30.8 10.5 4.0 1.6 1.4 0.4 0.3 
Other 33 12 11.2 33.3 2'1.3 9.1 6.1 3.0 3.0 0 0 

Drup .~234 11 20.3 32.1 29.3 ••• 3.6 1.0 1.6 0.6 0.2 
Whlta 2,'112 11 ~0.8 34.8 11.'1 U 3.0 1.4 1.1 0.4 0.2 

. Black 1,435 13 19.1 2'" 2'.3 12.3 4.8 3.2 2.'1 0.9 0.1 
Other 33 9 24.2 45.5 24.2 lI.1 0 0 0 0 0 

PubUcordet 2,8'15 • 3'1.0 .26.3 11.0 '1.5 ,3.1 1.' 1.3 0.6 0.3 
White 1,510 • 31.4 28.1 21.5 'l.3 3." 1.5 1.'1 0.5 0.3 
.BJack 1,014 • 37.8 23~0 23.3 8.0 3.4 2.5 0.9 ,'I 0.8 0.3 
Other SO 'I 41.0 38.0 .10.0 '.0 2.0 0 0 ' 0 0 

Other 4,.n 14 1 •• '1 H.S H.o 11.5 '\ 5.'1 3.2 2.5 1.4 D,S 
White 2,7'15 14 11.8. 1M 21.1 11.1 5.3 U U 1.2 D.$ 
B_ 1,774 15 21.1 14.1 H.' 10.3 '.1 3.2 1.8 1.8 0.' 
Other 10 11 11.3 31.T. 11.'1 10.0 '8.3 3.3 l.'1 0 0 , 

' ..... ,~ !lIta ,,-'er tonr.at NIa ... from . ('4") ~t then.,. n,.t .releati._ repol'tad. • Median not c;omputed Qn rewer than 20 
... ~.~.'I"'tiQn In table· 5). 11m. airYld Off ..... to .... 11101" PIII'IOIII for wllom reee. ca ... ; 
., orr_ dataw'!8 ~Ylded lor 51,008 . w8I not ritpcMit.a. . . 
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~e A-I. Crimi..t a.tori. of S ... te priIao baa., ." rMe, 11'1' 

Current offense 
Inmates with a Total Nonviolent Violent 
history of prior: White !lack Whlte iiiick Whlte 

Violence 23.6% 31.7% 16.8% 23.5% 30.0% 

Convictiolll 81.1 79.5 86.2 87.3 76.2 

Incarceration 54.5 54.9 58.1 60.6 51.1 

Source: Survey of State Prison Inmates, 1979. 

Perc,'entages are based on an estimated 136,192 white inmates and 131,236 black inmates. 

Table A-3. Frequeney and median number of rules violati_ 
by prison Inmates. ." raee, 1979 

Number of times 
rules viola ted 
during current White Black 
incarceration Number Percent ~umber 

Total 136,192 100.0% 131,236 

0 66,831 49.1 57,355 
1 24,683 18.1 21,572 
2 12,873 9.5 11,916 
3 7,685 5.6 9,452 
4 5,193 3.8 5,459 
5 2,836 2.1 3,983 

6-10 8,423 6.2 9,861 
11-20 4,009 2.9 6,342 

21+ 3,659 2.7 5,296 

Median number per offender 
with rules violations 1.8 2.4 

Source: Survey of State Prison Inmates, 1979 
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