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On June 30, 2000, a total of 69 jails,
confinement facilities, detention
centers, or other correctional facilities
were supervising 1,799 persons in
Indian country, an increase of 6% from
the previous year.  At midyear 1999,
1,693 persons were under the supervi-
sion of jails in Indian country.

Indian country facilities held 1,775
inmates at midyear 2000, up from
1,621 at midyear 1999.  Jail authorities
also supervised 24 offenders in alter-
native programs outside the jail
facilities.

The 69 facilities had a rated capacity 
to hold 2,076 persons.  On June 30,
2000, they were operating at 86% of
capacity, up from 78% at midyear
1999.  On their peak day in June 2000,
the 69 jails were operating at 118%
capacity, up from 111% in 1999.
Seventeen jails reported plans to
increase capacity by 1,108 beds 
before July 2003.

These data are based on the 2000
Survey of Jails in Indian Country
(SJIC).  The survey includes all jails,
confinement facilities, detention
centers, and other correctional facilities
located in Indian country and operated
by tribal authorities or the Bureau of
Indian Affairs (BIA).  The survey
gathers information on the number of
persons in custody, the number under
community supervision, offender
characteristics, and facility capacity.

• On June 30, 2000, Indian country
facilities held 1,498 adults and 277
juveniles.  In the 12 months ending 
June 30, 2000, the number of
inmates in custody increased 9.5%.

• In a 1-month period, June 2000,
facilities in Indian country admitted
7,151 inmates and discharged 7,201
inmates. 
 

• On June 30, 2000, 69 jails in Indian
country were operating at 86% of
capacity.  On their peak day in June
2000, jails were operating at 118% 
of capacity, up from 111% in 1999.

• From 2000 to 2003, 25 jails 
planned to expand, renovate, or
close the existing facility, or to build 
a new facility.  Seventeen facilities
expected to increase capacity by
1,108 beds; 8 facilities expected 
to build a new facility or renovate 
or replace existing space without
adding beds.

Highlights

17 jail facilities operating in Indian country expect an increase 
of 1,108 beds before July 2003

69 facilities were operating in Indian country, with the capacity to hold
2,076 persons on June 30, 2000

At midyear 2000 jails in Indian country supervised 1,799 persons 

*Five facilities reported more than one type
of change.
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Number Planned changes,

7,7447,201   Discharges
8,1477,151   Admissions

June 1-30
Inmate movement,  

7224Community supervision

267277   Juveniles
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Tribes retain jurisdiction over many
crimes by American Indians and
Alaska Natives in Indian country

Thirty-three States contain around 300
Indian land areas or reservations.
Generally, the local governing authority
on Indian lands is a tribal government
or council.  Jurisdiction over crimes 
in Indian country depends on several
factors, including the identity of the
victim and the offender, the severity 
of the crime, and where the crime was
committed.  (See box on this page.)
Tribal authority to sentence offenders
is limited to 1 year or less of imprison-
ment and a $5,000 fine (25 U.S.C. �
1302(7)). 

City or county jails held over 3 times as
many American Indians as jails in
Indian country. (American Indians in
this report includes Alaska Natives.)
At midyear 2000 local jails held an
estimated 5,500 American Indians,
some of whom may have been adjudi-
cated by a tribal criminal justice system
and housed in jails under contract with
tribal governments. Overall, State,
Federal, local, and tribal authorities
were supervising 47,828 American
Indians.  Most were under community
supervision (27,590).

Number of American 
Indians and Alaska

 Natives 6/30/00        
Total 47,828

In custody 20,238
Local jails*   5,500
Jails in Indian country   1,775
State prisons 11,085
Federal prisons     1,878

Under community supervision 27,590
State/Federal, 12/99

Probation 23,518
Parole  4,048

   Indian country        24

*Estimated from 2000 Annual Survey of Jails.

A total of 20,238 American Indians
were in custody at midyear 2000, 
most of whom were held in State
prisons (11,085).

On April 1, 2000, 2,475,956 American
Indians and Alaska Natives lived in the
United States.1  American Indians
account for under 1% of the U.S.
resident population and around 1% 
of those in custody of jails or prisons. 

At midyear 2000 the rate of incarcera-
tion for American Indians was about
15% higher than the overall national
rate.  Federal and State prison and jail
authorities held 818 American Indians
per 100,000 Indians, compared to 702
persons of all races per 100,000 U.S.
residents.2

On June 30, 2000, jails in Indian
country supervised 1,799 persons

Jails in Indian country held 1,775
inmates in custody and supervised an
additional 24 persons in the community
on June 30, 2000 (table 1).  The
number of persons under supervision
was up 6% from the previous year,
when 1,621 inmates were in custody,
and 72 persons were under community
supervision.   

Sixty-one percent of those held in jails
at midyear 2000 were convicted, down
from 75% in 1999.  On June 30, 2000,
jails in Indian country held 1,072
convicted offenders and 689 inmates
who were unconvicted, or awaiting
adjudication.  At midyear 1999, 1,200
inmates in custody were convicted,
and 409 unconvicted.

Juveniles accounted for nearly 16%
of inmates in custody

At midyear 2000, jails in Indian country
held 1,498 adults, 81% male and 19%
female.  Juveniles (persons under age
18) accounted for almost 16% of the
total custody population.  Three-
quarters of the juveniles were

male, and a quarter female.  On June
30, 2000, 14 juveniles were being held
as adults, down from 20 on June 30,
1999 (not shown in a table).

90% of confined inmates held for  
misdemeanors; 15% for DWI/DUI

Regardless of conviction status, 1,560
inmates (90% of inmates with a known
offense) were being held for a misde-
meanor.  Ninety-seven inmates were
being held for a felony, and 71 for
other reasons, including protective
custody, detoxification, involuntary
commitment order, uncontrollable
juvenile behavior, pick-up orders, and
pending charges.  

On June 30, 2000, 15% of confined
inmates were being held for driving
while intoxicated or driving under the
influence of alcohol or drugs (274), and
7% for a drug law violation (133).
Fifteen percent of inmates in custody
of jails in Indian country were undergo-
ing drug or alcohol detoxification (263)
(appendix table 5, page 12).
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Criminal jurisdiction in Indian country

Tribal jurisdiction
• Crimes committed by Indians in Indian
country.  Sentences are limited to 1 year or
less and a $5,000 fine per offense.  
25 U.S.C. � 1302(7)

Federal jurisdiction
• 14 crimes under the Major Crimes Act of
1885.  18 U.S.C. � 1153 

State jurisdiction
• All crimes on tribal lands specified under
Public Law 280, 18  U.S.C. � 1162

Note: Criminal jurisdiction in Indian country
depends on several factors, including the
identity of the defendant, victim, type of
offense, and where the crime was committed.

/Not collected in 1999.

7,7447,201Final discharges
8,1477,151New admissions

Inmate movements, 
June 1-30

7224
Under community 
supervision

/133Drug law violation
/274DWI/DUI

/71Other
/1,560Misdemeanor
/97Felony 

409689Unconvicted
1,2001,072Convicted

7070Females
197207Males
267277Juvenile
223284Females

1,1311,214Males
1,3541,498Adult
1,6211,775In custody

1,6931,799Total
19992000

Number of persons

Table 1.  Indian country jail inmate
characteristics, June 30, 1999 
and 2000

1U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census of 
Population and Housing.

2For additional information on American Indians
under correctional supervision outside Indian
country, see American Indians and Crime, BJS
report, February 1999, NCJ 173386.



From 1999 to 2000, admissions
declined 12%, and discharges, 7% 

Compared to June 1999, admissions
and discharges were down during June
2000.  In June 2000, facilities in Indian
country admitted 7,151 persons, a
decrease from 8,147 persons admitted
in June 1999.  The number of inmates
discharged was also down, from 7,744
during June 1999 to 7,201 during June
2000.  

Jail authorities reported two inmate
deaths during the 12-month period
ending June 30, 2000 (not shown in a
table).  One inmate committed suicide,
and one died of unspecified causes.
During this time, 151 inmates
attempted suicide, up from 103 
during the previous 12-month period
(not shown in a table).

On June 30, 2000, 24 persons under
community supervision, down from
72 the previous year

Among those under community super-
vision at midyear 2000, 18 persons
were required to perform community
service, 2 were on home detention, 3
were sentenced to day reporting, and 1
was under some other form of supervi-
sion (table 2).  No person under
community supervision by Indian
country jails was monitored
electronically on June 30, 2000,
compared to 14 persons in 1999.  

The 10 largest jails housed 45% of
inmates in Indian country 

On June 30, 2000, the 10 largest jails 
in Indian country housed 806 inmates
(table 3).  Arizona had 8 of the 10
largest jails in Indian country.

Combined, the 10 facilities had a rated
capacity of 625 inmates, or 30% of the
total rated capacity of all facilities in
Indian country.  The Gila River Depart-
ment of Corrections and Rehabilitation,
operating at 148% of its rated capacity,
held the largest number of inmates
(166).  The Tohono O’odham Deten-
tion Center, operating at 344% of its
rated capacity, had the next largest
population (117). 

Jails holding 24 or fewer inmates at
midyear 2000 comprised nearly 70% of
all Indian country facilities.  Twenty-two
facilities, 2 of which had no inmates,
reported fewer than 10 inmates.  Nine
facilities held 50 or more inmates and
accounted for 13% of all jails in Indian
country.

Number of     Percent of
Facility size* facilities         all facilities   
 Total        69           100%

Fewer than 10 inmates   22             32%
10 to 24        24             35
25 to 49        14             20
50 or more          9             13

*Custody population on June 30, 2000.

Indian country jails operated at
118% of capacity on peak day in
June 2000, up from 111% in 1999

Combined, the 69 facilities had a rated
capacity to confine 2,076 persons on
June 30, 2000.  Rated capacity is the
maximum number of beds or inmates
allocated by rating officials to each jail
facility.
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111Other
53Day reporting

3118Community service
102Home detention
140Electronic monitoring
7224Total

19992000Type of supervision
Number of persons

Table 2.  Persons under community
supervision, June 30, 1999 and 2000

826049San Carlos Jail (AZ)
628452Salt River Department of Corrections (AZ)

2502255Pine Ridge Correctional Facility (SD)
6110061Gila River Juvenile Detention and Rehabilitation Center (AZ)

%1414665White Mountain Apache Police Department (AZ)

1404867Warm Springs Detention Center (OR)
2643387Navajo Department of Corrections-Tuba City (AZ)
1018687Hopi Rehabilitation Center (AZ)
34434117Tohono O'odham Detention Center (AZ)

%148112166Gila River Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (AZ)

%129625806Total

Percent of
capacity

Rated
capacity

Custody
populationJail facility

Table 3.  Ten largest jails in Indian country, June 30, 2000

1534569Blackfeet Police Department (MT)
155112174Gila River Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (AZ)
1744680White Mountain Apache Police Department (AZ)
188815Fort Belknap Police Department (MT)
1931427Crow Police Department (MT)
195%1937Jicarilla Police Department (NM)

200918Omaha Tribal Police Department (NE)
2002244Fort Peck Police Department (MT)
2071429Navajo Department of Corrections-Crownpoint (NM)
2092246Red Lake Law Enforcement Services (MN)
217%2452Medicine Root Detention Center (SD)

2201022Navajo Department of Corrections-Kayenta (AZ)
244922Fort Berthold Agency (ND)
31833105Navajo Department of Corrections-Tuba City (AZ)
36834125Tohono O'odham Detention Center (AZ)
391%2286Pine Ridge Correctional Facility (SD)

215%443951Total, 16 facilities

capacitycapacityin JuneFacilities operating above capacity
Percent ofRatedpopulation

Peak

Table 4.  Jails in Indian country operating above 150% of capacity 
on peak day in June 2000

Bureau of Justice Statistics
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On June 30, 2000, jails in Indian
country were operating at 86% of
capacity, up from 78% of capacity in
1999.  On their peak day in June 2000,
jails were holding 2,441 inmates in
custody, up from 2,289 on their peak
day in June 1999.

Thirty facilities were operating above
100% of capacity in 2000. (See Appen-
dix table 2, page 6.)  In June 1999 over
half of the facilities were operating
above 100% of capacity.

Sixteen jails in Indian country were
operating above 150% of capacity on
their peak day in June 2000 (table 4).
These 16 were in 7 States: Arizona (5
facilities), Montana (4), New Mexico
(2), South Dakota (2), and North
Dakota, Nebraska, and Minnesota (1).

On its peak day in June 2000, the Pine
Ridge Correctional Facility in South
Dakota operated at 391% of capacity,
with 86 inmates in custody and a rated
capacity of 22.  Two other facilities
reported operating at over 300%:  
Tohono O’odham Detention Center
(368%) and the Navajo Department 
of Corrections-Tuba City (318%).

Medium-sized facilities reported
the highest occupancy rates on
their peak day in June 2000 

Facilities with a rated capacity of 10 
to 49 beds reported the highest
occupancy rates on their peak day in
June 2000.  On the jails’ most crowded
day in June, occupancy was about
128% of rated capacity.  Occupancy
was 119% of capacity in jails rated to
hold fewer than 10 inmates, compared
to 98% in those rated to hold 50 or
more inmates.                     

            Percent of capacity 
                            occupied on peak

Capacity of facility             day in June 2000      
    
Total 118%

Fewer than 10 inmates 119
10 to 24 129
25 to 49 127
50 or more 98

11 jail facilities in Indian country
under a court order or consent
decree on June 30, 2000

At midyear 2000, 11 facilities were
under a court order or consent decree  
to limit the number of inmates they
could house (table 5).  Five of those
facilities were under multiple court
orders or consent decrees, including 
to detain persons in a humane condi-
tion, to hold inmates for 48 hours only,
and to reduce overcrowding. 

Seventeen jails expected to increase
capacity by 1,108 beds before 
July 2003.  Four jails planned to
expand the existing facility, 12 had
definite plans to build a new facility,  

11 planned to renovate, and 3 planned
to close and build a new facility.

4   Jails in Indian Country, 2000   

111118Peak day in June
%78%86On June 30

Percent of capacity

2,0652,076Rated capacity

19992000

*Facilities could report more than one type 
of change.

  beds1,108Expected capacity increase

3Close facility
11Renovate facility
12Build a new facility
4Add to existing facility

Planned changes 2000-2003*

11
Under court order/
consent decree 

69Total

Number 
of facilities

Table 5. Court orders, consent
decrees, and planned changes for 
jails in Indian country, June 30, 2000 

Mississippi Band of Choctaw IndiansChoctaw Police Department
Mississippi

Red Lake Chippewa TribeRed Lake Law Enforcement Services
Minnesota

Shoshone-Bannock TribeFort Hall Police Department
Idaho

Ute Mountain Ute TribeUte Mountain Ute Agency
Southern Ute TribeSouthern Ute Detention Center

Colorado

White Mountain Apache TribeWhite Mountain Apache Police Department
Navajo NationWestern Navajo Juvenile Services
Tohono O'odham NationTohono O'odham Judiciary Juvenile Detention Center
Tohono O'odham NationTohono O'odham Detention Center
Supai TribeSupai Jail
San Carlos Apache TribeSan Carlos Jail
Community
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Salt River Department of Corrections
Apache, and Tonto Apache
Hualapai, Havasupai, Prescott Peach Springs Detention Center
Pascua Yaqui TribePascua Yaqui Law Enforcement Center
Navajo NationNavajo Department of Corrections-Window Rock
Navajo NationNavajo Department of Corrections-Tuba City
Navajo NationNavajo Department of Corrections-Kayenta
Navajo NationNavajo Department of Corrections-Chinle
Hopi TribeHopi Rehabilitation Center
Gila River Indian CommunityGila River Juvenile Detention and Rehabilitation Center
Gila River Indian CommunityGila River Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
Fort Mohave Indian TribeFort Mohave Tribal Police Department
Colorado River Indian TribesColorado River Indian Tribes Detention Center

Arizona

Metlakatla Indian CommunityMetlakatla Police Department
Alaska

Tribal affiliationState and facility

Appendix table 1.  Tribal affiliation of jails in Indian country, by State, 2000

Bureau of Justice Statistics
Revised 8/2/01
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May to September.  The Chehalis Tribal Police Department was temporarily closed on June 30, 2000.
the Gila River Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation.  The Chemawa Indian School is closed each year from
Note:  The Gila River West End Holding Facility and the Sacaton Adult Detention Center were reported as one facility,

Shoshone and Arapahoe TribeWind River Police Department
Wyoming

Menominee Indian TribeMenominee Tribal Jail
Wisconsin

Confederated Tribes of Yakama NationYakama Police Department
Spokane TribeWellpinit BIA Law Enforcement Center
Quinault TribeQuinault Police Department
Puyallup TribePuyallup Tribal Detention Facility
Makah Indian TribeMakah Police Department
Chehalis Indian TribeChehalis Tribal Police Department

Washington

Northern Ute TribeUintah-Ouray Detention Center
Utah

Cheyenne River Sioux TribeWalter Miner Law Enforcement Facility-Adult
Cheyenne River Sioux TribeWalter Miner Law Enforcement Center-Juvenile
Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux TribeSisseton-Wahpeton Sioux Tribal Law Enforcement Center
Rosebud Sioux TribeRosebud Sioux Tribe Law Enforcement
Oglala Sioux TribePine Ridge Correctional Facility
Oglala Sioux TribeMedicine Root Detention Center
Lower Brule Sioux TribeLower Brule Law Enforcement Services Center
Oglala Sioux TribeKlyuska O'Tipi Reintegration Center
Crow Creek Sioux TribeFort Thompson Jail

South Dakota

Warm Springs Confederated TribesWarm Springs Detention Center
BIA Law Enforcement ServicesChemawa Indian School

Oregon

Sac and Fox NationSac and Fox Nation Juvenile Detention Facility
Oklahoma

Turtle Mountain Chippewa TribeTurtle Mountain Law Enforcement Center
Standing Rock Sioux TribeStanding Rock Law Enforcement Center
Spirit Lake Sioux TribeFort Totten Municipal Center
Three Affiliated Tribes of Fort Berthold ReservationFort Berthold Agency

North Dakota

Zuni PuebloZuni Police Department
Taos PuebloTaos Tribal Detention Center
Ramah NavajoRamah Public Safety Center
Navajo NationNavajo Department of Corrections-Tohatchi Juvenile Center
Navajo NationNavajo Department of Corrections-Shiprock
Navajo NationNavajo Department of Corrections-Crownpoint
Mescalero Apache TribeMescalero Adult Detention Center
Laguna PuebloLaguna Tribal Detention Facility
Jicarilla Apache TribeJicarilla Police Department

New Mexico

Shoshone-Paiute TribesOwyhee Detention Facility
Nevada

Omaha Tribal Police DepartmentOmaha Tribal Police Department
Nebraska

Blackfeet TribeWhite Buffalo Youth Detention Center
Chippewa-Cree TribeRocky Boy Police Department
Northern Cheyenne TribeNorthern Cheyenne Police Department
Assiniboine and Sioux TribesFort Peck Police Department
Assiniboine and Sioux TribesFort Peck Indian Youth Services Center
Gros Ventre and Assiniboine TribeFort Belknap Police Department
Confederated Tribes of Salish and KootenaiFlathead Tribal Police Department
Crow TribeCrow Police Department
Blackfeet TribeBlackfeet Police Department

Montana

Tribal affiliationState and facility

Appendix table 1.  Continued
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%83%75242018Owyhee Detention Facility
Nevada

%200%16791815Omaha Tribal Police Department
Nebraska

9246242211White Buffalo Youth Detention Center
502520105Rocky Boy Police Department

100100191919Northern Cheyenne Police Department
20077224417Fort Peck Police Department
10552212211Fort Peck Indian Youth Services Center
188508154Fort Belknap Police Department
10095202019Flathead Tribal Police Department
1936414279Crow Police Department

%153%76456934Blackfeet Police Department
Montana

%94%81323026Choctaw Police Department
Mississippi

%209%91224620Red Lake Law Enforcement Services
Minnesota

%124%124253131Fort Hall Police Department
Idaho

1005014147Ute Mountain Ute Agency
%115%81485539Southern Ute Detention Center

Colorado

174141468065White Mountain Apache Police Department
9783363530Western Navajo Juvenile Services
8162211713Tohono O'odham Judiciary Juvenile Detention Center

36834434125117Tohono O'odham Detention Center
50201052Supai Jail

10782606449San Carlos Jail
8062846752Salt River Department of Corrections

128118405147Peach Springs Detention Center
10017661Pascua Yaqui Law Enforcement Center
11692515947Navajo Department of Corrections-Window Rocke
3182643310587Navajo Department of Corrections-Tuba City
2206010226Navajo Department of Corrections-Kayenta
13646395318Navajo Department of Corrections-Chinle
115101869987Hopi Rehabilitation Center
78611007861Gila River Juvenile Detention and Rehabilitation Center

155148112174166Gila River Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
10050442Fort Mohave Tribal Police Department

%100%53363619Colorado River Indian Tribes Detention Center
Arizona

%63%13851Metlakatla Police Department
Alaska

%118%862,0762,4411,775Total

of capacityof capacitydcapacitycin JunebcustodyaState and facility
as a percentas a percentRated populationInmates in 
in Juneon June 30Peak
Peak populationPopulation 

in Indian country, June 2000
Appendix table 2.  Inmates, rated capacity, and percent of capacity occupied in jails
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/Not reported.  
aAdults and juveniles confined in jail facilities. 
bPeak population is any day in the month of June in which the custody population of a facility was greatest.  
cRated capacity is the maximum number of beds or inmates assigned by a rating official to a facility.  Excludes temporary holding areas. 
dPopulation as a percent of capacity is calculated by dividing the population count of a facility by its rated capacity and multiplying by 100.
eData for the Navajo Department of Corrections in Window Rock, AZ, are from June 30, 1999.

%81%58262115Wind River Police Department
Wyoming

%78%44453520Menominee Tribal Jail
Wisconsin

9149454122Yakama Police Department
1006010106Wellpinit BIA Law Enforcement Center
31151342Quinault Police Department
25253288Puyallup Tribal Detention Facility
44381676Makah Police Department

%0%0800Chehalis Tribal Police Department
Washington

%36%362288Uintah-Ouray Detention Center
Utah

14478456535Walter Miner Law Enforcement Facility-Adult
1506010156Walter Miner Law Enforcement Center-Juvenile
7345221610Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux Tribal Law Enforcement Center
9148655931Rosebud Sioux Tribe Law Enforcement

391250228655Pine Ridge Correctional Facility
217171245241Medicine Root Detention Center
90330271Lower Brule Law Enforcement Services Center
3434321111Klyuska O'Tipi Reintegration Center

%64%501497Fort Thompson Jail
South Dakota

142140486867Warm Springs Detention Center
%0%0800Chemawa Indian School

Oregon

%21%21661414Sac and Fox Nation Juvenile Detention Facility
Oklahoma

10380303124Turtle Mountain Law Enforcement Center
8538403415Standing Rock Law Enforcement Center

///44Fort Totten Municipal Center
%244%24492222Fort Berthold Agency

North Dakota

9179343127Zuni Police Department
8838873Taos Tribal Detention Center

10091111110Ramah Public Safety Center
64641499Navajo Department of Corrections-Tohatchi Juvenile Center

125125324040Navajo Department of Corrections-Shiprock
207157142922Navajo Department of Corrections-Crownpoint
13896243323Mescalero Adult Detention Center
9178555043Laguna Tribal Detention Facility

%195%68193713Jicarilla Police Department
New Mexico

of capacityof capacitydcapacitycin JunebcustodyaState and facility
as a percentas a percentRated populationInmates in 
in Juneon June 30Peak
Peak populationPopulation 

Appendix table 2.  Continued
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00011718Owyhee Detention Facility
Nevada

00021315Omaha Tribal Police Department
Nebraska

7411000White Buffalo Youth Detention Center
011134Rocky Boy Police Department
00071219Northern Cheyenne Police Department
00021517Fort Peck Police Department
2911000Fort Peck Indian Youth Services Center
011033Fort Belknap Police Department
00041519Flathead Tribal Police Department
033156Crow Police Department
00033134Blackfeet Police Department

Montana

34741519Choctaw Police Department
Mississippi

2911279Red Lake Law Enforcement Services
Minnesota

72931922Fort Hall Police Department
Idaho

000077Ute Mountain Ute Agency
00093039Southern Ute Detention Center

Colorado

527134558White Mountain Apache Police Department
62430000Western Navajo Juvenile Services
01313000Tohono O'odham Judiciary Juvenile Detention Center
0002295117Tohono O'odham Detention Center
000022Supai Jail
000143549San Carlos Jail
31215112637Salt River Department of Corrections
25763440Peach Springs Detention Center
000011Pascua Yaqui Law Enforcement Center
00024547Navajo Department of Corrections-Window Rock*
000157287Navajo Department of Corrections-Tuba City
000156Navajo Department of Corrections-Kayenta
00021618Navajo Department of Corrections-Chinle
033147084Hopi Rehabilitation Center

124961000Gila River Juvenile Detention and Rehabilitation Center
01135130165Gila River Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
000022Fort Mohave Tribal Police Department
02271017Colorado River Indian Tribes Detention Center

Arizona

000011Metlakatla Police Department
Alaska

702072772841,2141,498Total

FemaleMaleTotalFemaleMaleTotalState and facility
Juveniles (under age 18)Adults

Number of inmates in custody

by gender, June 30, 2000
Appendix table 3.  Adults and juveniles in the custody of jails in Indian country, 
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*Data for the Navajo Department of Corrections in Window Rock, AZ, are from June 30, 1999.

02221113Wind River Police Department
Wyoming

00041620Menominee Tribal Jail
Wisconsin

41521517Yakama Police Department
000246Wellpinit BIA Law Enforcement Center
022000Quinault Police Department
000088Puyallup Tribal Detention Facility
112044Makah Police Department
000000Chehalis Tribal Police Department

Washington

000178Uintah-Ouray Detention Center
Utah

00072835Walter Miner Law Enforcement Facility-Adult
336000Walter Miner Law Enforcement Center-Juvenile
0003710Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux Tribal Law Enforcement Center
24691625Rosebud Sioux Tribe Law Enforcement
000114455Pine Ridge Correctional Facility
000132841Medicine Root Detention Center
000011Lower Brule Law Enforcement Services Center
459022Klyuska O'Tipi Reintegration Center
000527Fort Thompson Jail

South Dakota

3912154055Warm Springs Detention Center
000000Chemawa Indian School

Oregon

11213011Sac and Fox Nation Juvenile Detention Facility
Oklahoma

02222022Turtle Mountain Law Enforcement Center
0553710Standing Rock Law Enforcement Center
000044Fort Totten Municipal Center
02202020Fort Berthold Agency

North Dakota

17841519Zuni Police Department
000033Taos Tribal Detention Center
0002810Ramah Public Safety Center
279000Navajo Department of Corrections-Tohatchi Juvenile Center
00093140Navajo Department of Corrections-Shiprock
00051722Navajo Department of Corrections-Crownpoint
00032023Mescalero Adult Detention Center
01114142Laguna Tribal Detention Facility
00001313Jicarilla Police Department

New Mexico

FemaleMaleTotalFemaleMaleTotalState and facility
Juveniles (under age 18)Adults

Number of Inmates in custody

Appendix table 3. Continued
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0180216Owyhee Detention Facility
Nevada

0132150Omaha Tribal Police Department
Nebraska

0110110White Buffalo Youth Detention Center
05023Rocky Boy Police Department
0190127Northern Cheyenne Police Department
0143017Fort Peck Police Department
03847Fort Peck Indian Youth Services Center
04004Fort Belknap Police Department
0190127Flathead Tribal Police Department
09009Crow Police Department
03311519Blackfeet Police Department

Montana

0260719Choctaw Police Department
Mississippi

02001010Red Lake Law Enforcement Services
Minnesota

03012011Fort Hall Police Department
Idaho

07043Ute Mountain Ute Agency
3360732Southern Ute Detention Center

Colorado

06501055White Mountain Apache Police Department
0300525Western Navajo Juvenile Services
001358Tohono O'odham Judiciary Juvenile Detention Center
011704770Tohono O'odham Detention Center
02002Supai Jail
04541039San Carlos Jail
05203220Salt River Department of Corrections
04702522Peach Springs Detention Center
01010Pascua Yaqui Law Enforcement Center
///2423Navajo Department of Corrections-Window Rockc
08706621Navajo Department of Corrections-Tuba City
06060Navajo Department of Corrections-Kayenta
0180180Navajo Department of Corrections-Chinle
0870582Hopi Rehabilitation Center
02536061Gila River Juvenile Detention and Rehabilitation Center
0165130136Gila River Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
02020Fort Mohave Tribal Police Department
1180145Colorado River Indian Tribes Detention Center

Arizona

01001Metlakatla Police Department
Alaska

711,560976891,072Total

OtherbMisdemeanorFelony UnconvictedConvictedaState and facility
Seriousness of offense        Conviction status

Number of inmates in custody

of the offense, June 30, 2000
Appendix table 4.  Inmates in jails in Indian country, by conviction status and seriousness



   Jails in Indian Country, 2000   11

/Not reported.  
aIncludes probation and parole violators with no new sentence. 
bOther includes protective custody, detoxification, involuntary commitment order, uncontrollable 
juvenile behavior, pick up orders, and pending charges.
cData for the Navajo Department of Corrections in Window Rock, AZ, are from June 30, 1999.  

0150105Wind River Police Department
Wyoming

0200416Menominee Tribal Jail
Wisconsin

0220022Yakama Police Department
06042Wellpinit BIA Law Enforcement Center
02002Quinault Police Department
08026Puyallup Tribal Detention Facility
03306Makah Police Department
00000Chehalis Tribal Police Department

Washington

08026Uintah-Ouray Detention Center
Utah

3041341Walter Miner Law Enforcement Facility-Adult
05160Walter Miner Law Enforcement Center-Juvenile
010037Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux Tribal Law Enforcement Center
0292427Rosebud Sioux Tribe Law Enforcement
0550550Pine Ridge Correctional Facility
0410410Medicine Root Detention Center
01010Lower Brule Law Enforcement Services Center
16474Klyuska O'Tipi Reintegration Center
07034Fort Thompson Jail

South Dakota

155201948Warm Springs Detention Center
00000Chemawa Indian School

Oregon

2012//Sac and Fox Nation Juvenile Detention Facility
Oklahoma

2211321Turtle Mountain Law Enforcement Center
132078Standing Rock Law Enforcement Center
40040Fort Totten Municipal Center
0220418Fort Berthold Agency

North Dakota

0270720Zuni Police Department
03003Taos Tribal Detention Center
010091Ramah Public Safety Center
09090Navajo Department of Corrections-Tohatchi Juvenile Center
04001921Navajo Department of Corrections-Shiprock
0220715Navajo Department of Corrections-Crownpoint
0203122Mescalero Adult Detention Center
04301330Laguna Tribal Detention Facility
0121013Jicarilla Police Department

New Mexico

OtherbMisdemeanorFelony UnconvictedConvictedaState and facility
Seriousness of offense           Conviction status

Number of inmates in custody

Appendix table 4.  Continued
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...%6%11...1218Owyhee Detention Facility
Nevada

%60%0%790115Omaha Tribal Police Department
Nebraska

00000011White Buffalo Youth Detention Center
...00...005Rocky Boy Police Department
53011100219Northern Cheyenne Police Department
...06...0117Fort Peck Police Department
...1882...2911Fort Peck Indian Youth Services Center

100004004Fort Belknap Police Department
...016...0319Flathead Tribal Police Department
...00...009Crow Police Department
...%6%3...2134Blackfeet Police Department

Montana

%27%0%070026Choctaw Police Department
Mississippi

%5%5%1511320Red Lake Law Enforcement Services
Minnesota

%16%0%61501931Fort Hall Police Department
Idaho

710295027Ute Mountain Ute Agency
...%15%62...62439Southern Ute Detention Center

Colorado

...28...1565White Mountain Apache Police Department
10757321730Western Navajo Juvenile Services
380100501313Tohono O'odham Judiciary Juvenile Detention Center
...//...//117Tohono O'odham Detention Center
...00...002Supai Jail
12427621349San Carlos Jail
...3838...202052Salt River Department of Corrections
...2126...101247Peach Springs Detention Center
...00...001Pascua Yaqui Law Enforcement Center
0//0//47Navajo Department of Corrections-Window Rockc

52641545561387Navajo Department of Corrections-Tuba City
...017...016Navajo Department of Corrections-Kayenta
...017...0318Navajo Department of Corrections-Chinle
20020087Hopi Rehabilitation Center
01038062361Gila River Juvenile Detention and Rehabilitation Center

...12...14166Gila River Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 

...0100...022Fort Mohave Tribal Police Department

...%0%5...0119Colorado River Indian Tribes Detention Center
Arizona

%100%0%01001Metlakatla Police Department
Alaska

%15%7%152631332741,775Total

ficationboffenseDWI/DUIaficationboffenseDWI/DUIacustodyState and facility
In detoxi-DrugIn detoxi-DrugInmates in

Percent Number 
Inmates in custody

violation or in detoxification, June 30, 2000
Appendix table 5.  Inmates in jails in Indian country with a DWI/DUI offense or a drug
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...Not applicable, facility does not detoxify confined persons from drugs or alcohol.
/Not reported.
aIncludes driving while intoxicated and driving while under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 
bIncludes inmates in detoxification for drugs or alcohol. 
cData for the Navajo Department of Corrections in Window Rock, AZ, are from June 30, 1999.

...%0%20...0315Wind River Police Department
Wyoming

...%0%15...0320Menominee Tribal Jail
Wisconsin

90020022Yakama Police Department
...5050...336Wellpinit BIA Law Enforcement Center
...1000...202Quinault Police Department
013630158Puyallup Tribal Detention Facility

...1717...116Makah Police Department

...%0%0...000Chehalis Tribal Police Department
Washington

%13%0%131018Uintah-Ouray Detention Center
Utah

60320135Walter Miner Law Enforcement Facility-Adult
33002006Walter Miner Law Enforcement Center-Juvenile
2006020610Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux Tribal Law Enforcement Center
1301340431Rosebud Sioux Tribe Law Enforcement
8907490455Pine Ridge Correctional Facility
9305380241Medicine Root Detention Center
0000001Lower Brule Law Enforcement Services Center

450050011Klyuska O'Tipi Reintegration Center
...%0%14...017Fort Thompson Jail

South Dakota

22127158567Warm Springs Detention Center
%0%0%00000Chemawa Indian School

Oregon

...%14%0...2014Sac and Fox Nation Juvenile Detention Facility
Oklahoma

130430124Turtle Mountain Law Enforcement Center
67013100215Standing Rock Law Enforcement Center

100004004Fort Totten Municipal Center
%59%5%23131522Fort Berthold Agency

North Dakota

701120327Zuni Police Department
...00...003Taos Tribal Detention Center
...010...0110Ramah Public Safety Center
...220...209Navajo Department of Corrections-Tohatchi Juvenile Center
...315...1640Navajo Department of Corrections-Shiprock
320970222Navajo Department of Corrections-Crownpoint
...017...0423Mescalero Adult Detention Center
2533121443Laguna Tribal Detention Facility

...%0%23...0313Jicarilla Police Department
New Mexico

ficationboffenseDWI/DUIaficationboffenseDWI/DUIain custody State and facility
In detoxi-DrugIn detoxi-DrugInmates 

Percent Number 
Inmates in custody

Appendix table 5.  Continued
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Note:  Data are reported on all plans that have received final administrative approval,
even though the necessary funds may not have been authorized.
*Rated capacity is the maximum number of beds or inmates assigned by a rating 
official to a facility.  Excludes temporary holding areas.

20x45Yakama Police Department
2x32Puyallup Tribal Detention Facility

Washington

235x22Pine Ridge Correctional Facility
250x24Medicine Root Detention Center
55xx30Lower Brule Law Enforcement Services Center

South Dakota

0x40Standing Rock Law Enforcement Center
North Dakota

0x34Zuni Police Department
12xx8Taos Tribal Detention Center
0x14Navajo Department of Corrections-Crownpoint

10x24Mescalero Adult Detention Center
New Mexico

0x24White Buffalo Youth Detention Center
0x20Rocky Boy Police Department

19x19Northern Cheyenne Police Department
12xx21Fort Peck Indian Youth Services Center
20x14Crow Police Department
0x45Blackfeet Police Department

Montana

66x22Red Lake Law Enforcement Services
Minnesota

62xx14Ute Mountain Ute Agency
Colorado

0x46White Mountain Apache Police Department
25x34Tohono O'odham Detention Center
58x60San Carlos Jail

150x84Salt River Department of Corrections
0x86Hopi Rehabilitation Center

104x112Gila River Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
8xx4Fort Mohave Tribal Police Department

Arizona

1,108878Total

renovationsspacefacilityfacilityfacilitycapacity*State and facility
due to facilityexistingClose thisa newexistingRated
in capacityRenovateBuildAdd to
Change changes in the next 3 years

 Definite plans for facility

in capacity, June 30, 2000
Appendix table 6.  Planned changes to jails in Indian country and change



Methodology

“Indian country” is a statutory term that
includes the following:  all lands within
an Indian reservation; dependent  
Indian communities; and Indian trust
allotments (18 U.S.C. � 1151).  Courts
interpret ' 1151 to include all lands held
in trust for tribes or their members.
See United States v. Roberts. 185 F.3d
1125 (10th Cir. 1999).  Tribal authority
to imprison Indian offenders is limited
to 1 year per offense by statute (25
U.S.C. � 1302).

Tribal law enforcement agencies act as
first responders to both felony and
misdemeanor crimes.  For most of
Indian country, the Federal Govern-
ment provides felony law enforcement
concerning crimes by or against
Indians.  Certain areas of Indian
country are under Public Law 83-280,
as amended. P.L. 280 conferred juris-
diction on certain States over “Indian
country” and suspended enforcement
of the Major Crimes Act (18 U.S.C. �
1153) and the General Crimes Act (18
U.S.C. � 1152) in those areas.  Indian

tribes retain concurrent jurisdiction to
enforce laws in Indian country where
P.L. 280 applies.

BJS conducted the Survey of Jails in
Indian Country (SJIC) to describe all
adult and juvenile jail facilities and
detention centers in Indian country.
For purposes of this report, Indian
country includes reservations, pueblos,
rancherias, and other appropriate
areas (18 U.S.C. � 1151).  The refer-
ence date for the survey was June 30,
2000.  

The SJIC was initiated in 1998 as a
component of the Annual Survey of
Jails (ASJ).  The ASJ is conducted in
each of the 4 to 5 years between the
Census of Jails.  The 2000 ASJ
consisted of a sample survey of 833
local jail jurisdictions, a survey of the
Nation’s 44 multi-jurisdictional facilities,
and a survey of the 69 facilities in
Indian country. (For sampling informa-
tion, see Prison and Jails Inmates at
Midyear 2000, BJS Bulletin, March
2001, NCJ 185989.)

In 1998 the Office of Law Enforcement
Services, Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA), U.S. Department of the Interior,
provided a complete list of 74 Indian
country jail facilities.  Since 1998, 2
facilities were abandoned, 2 were
closed, and 2 were combined into 1
facility, resulting in 69 surveyed facili-
ties.  The facilities are in 18 States 
and are affiliated with 54 Indian tribes. 

Each facility is defined as a confine-
ment facility, which can include deten-
tion centers, jails, and other
correctional facilities, operated by tribal
authorities or the BIA.  Special jail
facilities such as medical, treatment, 
or release centers; halfway houses;
and work farms are also included.  

Data were obtained by mailed 
questionnaires.  Through follow-up
phone calls and facsimiles, 68 of 69
facilities responded.  Data for the
Navajo Department of Corrections 
in Window Rock, Arizona, are from
June 30, 1999.
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26Wind River Police Department
Wyoming

Overcrowding24Medicine Root Detention Center
South Dakota

46Warm Springs Detention Center
Oregon

To detain in a humane condition32Navajo Department of Corrections-Shiprock
To detain in a humane condition37Navajo Department of Corrections-Crownpoint

New Mexico

9Fort Peck Indian Youth Services Center
Montana

25Fort Hall Police Department
Idaho

4Pascua Yaqui Law Enforcement Center
48-hour holding only33Navajo Department of Corrections-Tuba City
To detain in a humane condition28Navajo Department of Corrections-Chinle

86Hopi Rehabilitation Center
Arizona

350Total

specifiedconsent decreeState and facility
Other conditionscapacity set by

Maximum
 Tribal, State, or Federal court order or consent decree

to limit population or for other reasons, June 30, 2000
Appendix table 7.  Jails in Indian country under court order or consent decree
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