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Preface 

Uniform Parole Reports (UPR) provides comparable state-by
state data to assist decisionmakers, program managers, and 
citizens in evaluating their jurisdiction's policies and pro
grams. The scope of the project has expanded from its begin
nings as an experiment in gathering and reporting state parole 
board data. 

The National Council on Crime and Delinquency 
(NCCD), with funds from the National Institute of Mental 
Health (NIMH), began the Uniform Pa.role Reports in 1966. 
At that time, it was intended not as 11. permanent reporting 
system but as an effort limited to parole outcome data. 
During the 6 years of NIMH funding (through 1972), the 
project continued to focus on 1-, 2-, and 3-year followup 
studies of parolees. Parole boards were the primary users of 
these data; NCCD provided annual parole outcome tables to 
parole boards participating in the program. During this time, 
NCCD also joined the Federal Parole Commission in research 
on parole decisionmaking that led to the development of the 
nation's first parole guidelines. Parole and sentencing 
guidelines in use or under development today have their 
roots in the early UPR project. 

Beginning in 1973, UPR was funded by the National 
Criminal Justice Information and Statistics Service (renamed 
the Bureau of Justice Statistics in 1980). During the mid-70's, 
the emphasis of the project began to evolve from the parole 
decisionmaking to national reporting on all facets of parole. 

The UPR's current publication program provides three 
levels of detail. The series on Parole in the United States 
provides an overview of the parole system. The series on 
Characteristics 0/ Persons Entering Parole provides a detailed 
look at persons entering parole. UPR publishes occasional 
special st1ldies that range from legislative reviews to formal 
tests of hypotheses using offender-based data. 

Parole in the United States: 1976 and 1977 (July 1978) was 
the first in this annual series of summary statistics on the 

nation's parole population and popUlation movement. 
Characteristics 0/ the Parole Population, 1977 (April 

1979) was the first annual report from the offender-based 
data system that covers individual parole status, conviction 
offense, sentence served in prison, and seiected demographic 
and socioeconomic characteristics of persons entering parole. 
The report summarizes the characteristics of person who 
entered parole during 1976 and 3-, 2-, and I-year parole 
outcomes for persons who entered parole during 1974, 1975, 
and 1976. 

The second report, Characteristics 0/ the Parole Popula
tion, 1978 (December 1980), summarizes the characteristics 
of persons who entered parole during 1977, 1-, 2-, and 3-year 
parole outcomes for those who entered parole during 1975 
and I-year parole outcomes for those who entered parole 
during 1977. During this period, UPR gathered entry and 
I-year followup data simultaneously. For this reason, the title 
year in each of these reports is the year of the 1 year followup 
of the most recent entry group. 

To idemify the popUlations unambiguously, this report, 
the third in the series, is entitled Characteristics of Persons 
Entering Parole Durillg 1978 and 1979. It summarizes the 
characteristics of persons who entered parole during 1978 
and 1979. It traces the parolee from sentencing through 
prison admission and on to release to parole. 

UPR is one of three major reporting systems that describe 
the convicted popUlation. It is undergoing a change that will 
link its data more directly to two other adult correction data 
systems-Nation~l Prisoner Statistics and National Proba
tion Reports. This will yield a more consistent and compre
hensive description of convicted adults as they enter and exit 
all facets of correctional supervision. The result will be 
better information for the states to use in allocating scarce 
correctional resources and in evaluating the consequences 
of these allocations. 
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Movement of persons 
between prison and parole 
From prison to parole 

Parole is the principal route out of prison. In 1979 there were 
144,000 prison releases; 110,000 (76 percent) of them were 
releases to parole (see Figure 1), either by the decision of a 
parole board (discretionary parole) or by provision of the 
statute under which they were sentenced (mandatory parole). 
The characteristics of persons who entered parole (both 
discretionary and mandatory) during 1978 and 1979 are the 
subject of this report. 

Nationwide, the use of parole did not change from 1978 

to 1979 (see Table 1). However, with California'S shift to 
determinate sentencing, the proportion of parole releases 
that were mandatory increased dramatically. Proportionate 
use of mandatory parole also increased in IIIinois, Virginia, 
and Texas. In future years, a similar increase will Occur in 
Indiana as inmates are released under its determinate 
sentencing statute. 

The use of parole varies widely among states. Arizona, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Maine, and Missouri use parole for less 

~-----------------------------Figure1 ______________________________ _ 
Sentenced prisoners admitted from and released to the community 

from state and federal institutional jurisdiction during 
1979 

157,000 
301,000 

144,000 

New court 
commitments 

84% 

Total population 
of 

sentenced prisoners 
Parole 
release 

Community 
Admisslons1 

Parole 
and other 

conditional 
violators 
returned 

16% 

Source: Prisoners in State and Federal Institutions on December 
31, 1979, Tables 10 and 13. See appendix Tables A.1 and A.2 for 
the values used to prepare this figure. 

Notes: 
llncludes new oourt commitments and parole violators 

her Ot 
cond 

rele 
itional 
ase 

5 % 

76% 

Unconditional 
release 

19% 

Community 
Releases2 

returned. Excludes escapes, AWOLS, transfers, and parsons 
returned from appeal or bond. 

2lncludes conditional and unconditional releases. Excludes 
deaths, escapes, AWOLS, transfers, and persons released to 
appeal or bond. 

.. 



2 From prison to parole 

than 40 percent of their outgoing prisoners. By contrast, 
Alaska, California, New York, New Jersey, and Washington 
use parole for more than 95 percent of their community 
releases (see Figure 2). 

Releases to parole, other conditional releases, and 
unconditional releases combined to form "community 
releases" (see Table 1). Excluded from this group were deaths, 
escapes, AWOLs, transfers, and releases on appeal or bond. 
Similarly, new court commitments, parole violators, and 
violators of other forms of conditional release were combined 
to form "community admissions" (see Table 2). Transfers, 
return from appeal or bond, and excapes and AWOLs returned 
were excluded from this group. Each of the subgroups excluded 
from releas('\s and admissions is in some way distinctive and 
not characteristic of the movement between prison and the 
community. The remainder of this report will discuss only 
community releases and admissions as defined above. 

Persons entering parole may be counted using several 
data sources. Three different estimates of this population are 
given in appendix Tables A.l and B.1. The estimate used in 

computing the percentage use of parole is based on figures 
provided by National Prisoner Statistics that compare the 
number of inmates released onto paroie status with total 
prison exits. Similar estimates are reported to Uniform Parole 
Reports based on an annual survey of paroling agencies of 
entries to their caseloads. The third estimate of persons 
entering parole was developed for this report from a parole 
reporting system that consists of information collected on 
each individual parolee (offender-based parole records). 

Three-fifths of the states participated in the UPR 
offender-based system for 1978 and two less in 1979 (see 
appendix Table D.l). For most states reporting to all three 
systems, the estimates are close. However, because of the 
missing states, the description of persons entering parole 
during 1978 and 1979 drawn from the offender-based reporting 
system is limited to parolees of participating states and is not 
a national profile. Sampling bias is a consideration for the 13 
states which provide data on a sample of cases. The number 
of cases reported and the weights used to estimate the total 
parole entry population in these states are given in appendix 

Table 1 Prison releases: Sentenced prisoners released from state and federal 
institutional jurisdiction durinq 1978 and 1979, by type of release 

1978 1979 

Total Community Tot"ll Community 
releases releases releases releases 

Type of release Number (percent) (percent) Number (percent) (percent) 

Total releases 154,484 100 166,132 99 
Total releases to communityl 133,593 100 143,889 100 

Conditional releases 107,691 70 81 117,135 70 81 
Parole authority release 90,584 59 68 84,287 51 59 
Mandatory conditional release 10,375 7 8 25,508 15 18 
Probation release 3,938 2 3 4,240 2 3 
Other conditional re1eases2 2,794 2 2 3,100 2 2 

Unconditional releases 25,902 17 19 26,754 16 19 
Expiration of sentence 24,405 16 18 25,296 15 18 
Other unconditional releases3 1,497 1 1 1,458 1 1 

Other releases 20,891 14 22,243 13 
Escapes and AWOLs returned 7,650 5 8,241 5 
Transfers to OSher jurisdictions4 4,169 3 2,933 2 
Other releases 9,072 6 11,069 6 

Sources: Prisoners in State and Federal Institutions on December 31, 1978, Tacles 10 and 13, and Prisoners in State and 
Federal Institutions on December 31, 1979, Tables 10 and 13. 

Notes: lIncludes conditional and unconditional releases. Excludes deaths, escapes, AWOLS, transfers, and persons 
released to appeal or bond. 

2predominately pre-parole release hy correctional authorities (e.g., furloughs, work release), conditional pardons, and 
court ordered conditional releases. 

3predominately commutation or court ordered release. 

4A reduction from 1,565 to 425 prisoners transferred to other jurisdictions from the District of Columbia is largely 
responsible for tr.~ overall reduction from 1978 to 1979. 
5 Includes deaths, persons released on appeal or bond, and also serves as an adjustment residual The increase in the 
number of.other releases is primarily due to 3,046 releases to appeal or bond and court movements not occurring on the 
same day HI California in 1979, where only 235 other releases were reported in 1978. 
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---Figure 2 
Parole use dur~i-ng-------------

1979 
by region and state 

(50 states, District of Columbia, and federal jurisdiction) 
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4 From prison to parole 

------------~- Figure 3-----
Returned parole violators among 

1979 . f 
rison admissions to state ~nd federal institutional jurisdlc lon, 

p by region and state . . . . 
(50 states, District of Columbia, and federal JUrisdiction) 
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Source' Prisoners in State and Federal Institutions on December 
31 1979 Tables 10 and 16. See appendix Table A.2 for the 
values ~sed to prepare this figure. 

Note: This box plot format is a display of the. percent:=tge of 
returned parole violators among prison admlttees. It IS also a 
display of national and regional medians and ranges for the 
percentage of returned pa,:ol~ violator~. A box has been drawn 
around the inner quartiles In each region, so that half the 

re ion's states appear within its box. A horizontal line drawn 
in;ide each box indicates the median-that is, h~lf the stateJ 
are at or above and half below this line. Vflrtical lines exten 
above and below the leftmost box to the upper and lower 
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Tables D.2 and D.3 for the 1979 and 1978 parole entry 
populations, respectively. 

F!'Om parole to prison 

Some persons entering parole become prison admissions. 
They violate parole and are returned to prison, often with a 
new sentence. In both 1978 and 1979, most admissions to 
prison were new court commitments (see Table 2). Of each 
100 community admissions to prison, 16 were parole viol,ltors, 
of whom 7 were returned to prison with a new sentence. 

Nationwide, the proportion of returned parole violators 
remained relatively constant over the 2 years. However, among 
states, the proportion of returned parole violators during 
1979 ranged from less than 5 percent in Alabama, Oklahoma, 
and Wyoming to more than 30 percent in Illinois, Minnesota, 
and New Jersey (see Figure 3). States in the South generally 
have a smaller percentage of their admissions made up of 
parole violators; but then there is also less use of release to 
parole in the South (see Figures 2 and 3). 

Parolees who are returned to prison without a new 
sentence are returned for violating the conditions of their 
parole (technical violators). When an individual has committed 
an offense while on parole, whether or not that person is 
counted as a parolee returned with a new sentence may 
depend upon the state's administrative procedures. In some 
jurisdictions, parolees admitted without a new sentence may 
be returned in lieu of a new sentence or with new criminal 

Movement of persons between prison and parole .) 

charges pending. Also, jurisdictions providing higher levels 
of supervision will tend to generate more technical violators 
since the conditions of parole will often be more restrictive 
and the degree of parolee surveillance more extensive. Figure 
4 shows the wide variation among states in the percentage of 
parole violators returned with a new sentence. 

It is likely that variation among the states is, in part, a 
reporting artifact. One of the advantages of having mUltiple 
sources of data on a given characteristic is that the accuracy 
of the data can be verified. For eXBlmple, in appendix Tables 
A.2 and B.2, the last column shows the estimated number of 
parole violators returned as r~ported in Parole in the United 
States: 1979. These estimates are reasonable close to those 
reported by NPS. However, if discrepancies show up, they 
require explanation or further investigation. For example, 
the count of parolee!; reported- to be returned to prison 
differs among reporting systems. The NPS data show that in 
1979 Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas, and 
Virginia returned 3,817 parolees to prison, while UPR data 
show less than a fifth of that number (see appendix Table 
AA). While these data are not directly comparable, the 
larger disparity between the two reporting systems may reflect 
different d~finitions of the term "returned to prison:' For 
example, one state might count parolees returned to prison 
to await trial on new criminal charges or a hearing on alleged 
violations of parole conditions. Another state might not 
count the same parolee until the trial or hearing was concluded. 

Table 2 Prison admissions: Sentenced prisoners admitted to state and federal institutional jurisdiction during 1978 and 1979, by type of admission 

1978 ~~ 

1979 
Total Community 

Total Community admissions admissions 
admissions admissions 

Type of admission Number (percent) (percent) Number (percent) (percent) Total admissions 162,574 100 172,753 100 Total admissions from communityl 149,965 100 156,715 100 New court commitments 126,121 78 84 131,047 76 84 Parol~>viol~tors retumed2 23,844 15 16 25,668 15 16 With new sentence 10,231 6 7 11 ,207 6 7 
Without new sentence 13,613 8 9 14,461 8 9 Other admissions 12,609 8 

16,038 9 Escapes and AWOLs returned 7,348 4 
8,045 5 Transfers from o~her jurisdictions 3,187 2 
3,~38 2 

Other acJmis!lions 2,074 1 
4,555 3 

Sources: Prisoners in State and Federal Institutions on December 31, 1978, iabies 10 and 16, and Prisoners in State and Federal Institutions nn December 31! 1979, Tables 10 and 16. 

Note: lIncludes new court commitments and p.aro1e,-,vio1ators returned. Excludes escapes, A~!oLS, transfers, and persons ,returned from appeal or bond. 

2Inc 'udes parole and other conditional release Violators returned. 

3Includescpersons returned from appeal or bond. The increase in thed'IUmber of other admissions is largely due to 2,977 
returns from appeal or bond and court movements not occurring on the same day in California in 1979, where none were 
reported in 1978. ~ ____ ~ _______ ~_~ __ _ 
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..--____________ ~~ Figure 4 . 
Parole violators returned to prison 

with a new sentence dUring 
1979 

(37 states, District of Columbia, and federal jurisdiction) 
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Idaho Kansas 
Iowa Louisiana 

Kentucky Maine 
Montana Michigan 
Nebraska Minnesota 

4 states New Hampshire Mississippi 
and federal New Jersey New York 

Federal Nevada Ohio 
Pennsylvania Illinois Oregon 1 state and D.C. S~'uth Dakota Rhode Island 

District of Columbia 
New Mexico 

Wisconsin North Dakota ,Utah 
West Virginia Washingtoll' Wyoming Vermont 

c.. 

0-9% - 00 70-89% 

i/ 

1 state 

Oklaboma 

90-100% 10-29% 30 69 Vi • • 

Percentage of parole violators returned:to prison with a new sentenc~ . . 

Note: States are listed in alphabetical order within categories. . d P, derallnstitutions on December 
Source: Prison~rs In Sd

ta
16
te

S an e a eppendix Table A.2 for the values 31 1979 Tables 10 an . e 

L.-:u:~e:d~t=o~'p~re=p=ar~e~th~i~Sfig~U_re_. ________________________ ;11 
" 1/ 

/-, 

' .. l 

n 
([ 

I 

Conviction and sentencing 
Sentences reflect, among other factors, the severity of the 
crime for which the offender was convicted. For the 1978 and 
1979 parolees, four measures of offense seriousness are 
available-commitment offense, mUltiple sentences, prior 
prison commitments, and the maximum sentence imposed 
by the judge. 

Commitment offense 

The commitment offense is the one for which the parolee 
was inGarcerated. In the case of mUltiple offenses, the 
commitment offense is the most serious one, the one carrying 
the longest sentence. 

The commitment offense ch~racteristics of parolees 
vary considerably among states. The proportion of persons 
entering parole with a commitment for a crime against persons 
among the states reporting on 1979 parolees ranged from just 
under 20 percent for South Dakota to more than SO percent 
for Maine (see Figure 5). These percentages do not necessarily 
reflect the commitment offense characteristics of the states' 
prison releases or prison populations because each of these 
states u~ed parole f0r less than half its prison releases. By 
contrast, because New Jersey used parole for more than 95 
percent of its prison releases, its high proportion of violent 
offenders among new parolees'is a direct measure of the 
distribution among all releases and an indirect indication of 
the distribution within its prison population. 

Three ,pasic offense categories appear throughout this 
report-crimes against persons, crimes against property, and 
all other crimes. The most prevalent commitment offense in 
each basic categol:'y (robbery among crimes against persons, 
burglary among property crimes! and narcotics among all 
other crimes) is shown separately in some of the figures and 
tables. For example, in a.Q,~3ndix Tables A.s, A.8, B.s, and 
B.8 sentences imposed and time served are shown for these 
three selected offen.ses. 

Multiple sentences 

Most persons entering parole had been sentenced for a single 
commitment offense. The mUltiple sentence rate is less than 
20 percent in most reporting states (see Figure 6). This does 
not ne~essarily reflect the pattern of criminality that lies 
behind the sentence. Variations among states and local poJjcies 
on offense charging, plea bargaining, and sentencing may 
affect variation in the officially recorded sentence as much 
as does variation in individual criminal behavior. 

Prior prison commitments 

The percentage of the parole entry popUlation with one or 
more prior commitments varies widely (see Figure 7). It 
varies from 12 percent to 61 percent among the 21 states for 
which 1979 data are available. Only Maine reports more than 
half its parole entry popUlation to have prior prison com
mitments, and this largely reflects the special nature of the 
decreasing proportion of Maine's prison popUlation who are 
eligible for parole. In 14 of the 21 states, less than 30 percent 
of the persons entering parole have priors. State specific data 
for prior prison commitments are giY~!1Ah appendix Tables 
A.3 (1979) and B.3 (1978). ' 

From the state rates available, it appears that generally 
no more than a third of those entering parole during 1979 
were convicted of a crime against persons, no more than 20 
percent we.,~ serving mUltiple sentences, and no more than 
30 percent had a prior record. From these three indicators it 
appears that persons entering parole do not fit the popular 
image of the dangerous criminal. This pattern may reflect 
the composition of the whole prison pop dation, but in some 
states it may also be due to the use of parole for less serious 
offenders. 

Maximum sentence 

Each sentence m~y h~ve several aspects. One is the length of 
the symbolic sen-tence-the maximum sentence imposed 
under the law (see Figure 8). Median maximum sentences for 
all crimes r.ange from less than 3 to 1)1 ore than 7 years; the 

,-., :' ) ';, (' 

midpoiht for all states is between 4 and 5 years. 
The pattern of sentences for burglary is very similar to 

those for all crimes-burglary is the highest volume offense 
in most jurisdictions, and it appears to be representative of 
the sentencing patterns for all crimes. Of the 23 states 
reporting, only 2 states have medians for burglary over 7 
years; 7 have m~dians .less than 3 years. The median of state 
medians for burglary, as for all offenses, is between 4 and 5 
years. Robbery-typically the second highest volume offense-- '.! 

is treated much more seriously, as are crimes against persons 
generally. Of the 27 states~ ,14 showed median sentences for 
robbery of more than ~ years, only 1 was less than 3 years, and 
the median among the 27 states is 6 years. The detailed data 
are given in appendiJ(; Thbles A.4, A.s, BA, and B.S. 

In addition to the maximum, a sentence may also have a 
minimum term and a minimum period until parole can first 
be considered. In some jurisdictions, these three are closely 

I{ 
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8 Commitment offense 

...--------------- Figure 5 . 
Conviction offenses for persons entering parole! dUring 

1979 

South Dakota 

North Dakota 

Georgia 

West Virginia 

Nebraska 

North Carolina 

Texas 

New Hampshire 

Nevada 

Virginia 

Idaho 

Missouri 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

New Mexico 

Michigan 

Ohio 

Delaware 

Florida 

Kentucky 

South Carolina 

Maryland 

Rhode Island 

Pennsylvania 

New Jers£)y 

Illinois 

Maine 

0 10 
Percent 

20 

All 
other 

crimes 

30 

Source: UniforlTJ Parole Reports Entry Form (UPR-2). 1979. Data 
from some of Hi~ states have been Weighted. See appendix 
Table A.3 for the values used to prepare this figure and for the 
definitions of each offense group. 
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(28 states) 
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Note: The number of persons included in these percentages 
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..----------------- Figure 6 -------_______ --, 
Multiple sentences among persons 

entering parole during 
1979 

(26 states) 

12 states 

Florida 
Georgia 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Maine 

6 states 
Michigan 

California (CYA) Nebraska 
Nevada New Mexico 4 states 4 states 

New Hampshire North Carolina Delaware Kentucky North Dakota Pennsylvania Missouri Maryland South Dakota Texas South Carolina New Jersey West Virginia Wyoming Virginia Rhode Island 
0-10% 11-20% 21-30% 31% or more 

Percent with multiple sentences 
Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Form (UPR-2). 1979. See 
appendix Table A.3 for the values used 1,0 prepare this figure. Not0: States are listed in alphabetical order within categories. 

The California Department of the Youth Authority (CYA) has 
jurisdiction only over youthful offenders. 

~-------------------------Figure7------------------__________ _ 
Prior prison commitments among 
persons entering parole during 

1979 
(21 states) 

8 states 

6 states Florida 
Illinois 6 states 

Georgia Kentucky Delaware 
Missouri Nevada Michigan 

South Dakota New Hampshire Nebraska 
Virginia North Dakota New Jersey 

.' West Vir'linia Rhode Island New Mexico 1 state 
Wroming Texas Pennsylvania Maine I 

Less than 20% 20-29% 30-49% 50% or more 
Percent with prior prison commitments 

SOUrce: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Form (UPR-2). 1979. Data 
from some of the siates have been Weighted. See appendix 
Table A.3 for the values used to prel)are this figure. 

Note: States are listed In alphabetical order within categories. 
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10 Maximum sentence 

. th" m to maximum range is small and the hnked- e ffiIOlmu . ' 
minimum eligible parole date occurs after a fIxed proportIOn 
of the minimum sentence has been serve~. Other stat~s ~hOW 
a different picture- the minimum to maxImum range IS arge 

d arole eligibility is not linked to t~e sentence (for example, 
:~ p~isoners may be technically eligIble for parole after they 

have served 1 year). 

__ -------------Figure 8---------, --,--...., 
M 

°mum sentence imposed on persons entering parole dunng 

" 

aXI 1979 
for all crimes, robbery, and burglary 

All crimes 
(27 states) 

4 states 
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North Dakota 
Rhode Island 
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1 state 
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\' 

Burglary 
(25 states) 

5 states 
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3 up to 4 years 

9 states 
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4 up to 5 years 
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Florida 
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Michigan 
Nebraska 
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Virginia 
Wyoming 

4 up to 5 years 

9 states 

California (CYA) 
Georgia 
Idaho 
Illinois 
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Nevada 

New Jersey 
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3 states 

Ohio 
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Maine West Virginia 
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5 states 
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North Carolina 
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5 up to 6 years 6 up to 7 years 
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14 states 

Idaho 
Florida 
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Ohio 
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West Virginia 
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Ohio 
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Median number of years 

Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Form (UPR-2), i97~. Data 
from some of the states have been weighted. ~ee appen x 
Table A.5 for the values used to prepare this figure. 

Nole' The number of persons used to compute the medians Is 
encl~sed in parentheses. States are listed In alphabetical order 
within categories. The California Department of the Youth 
Authority (CYA) has Jurisdiction only over youthful offenders. 
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Type of admission to prison and 
time served prior to release 
For most persons entering parole during 1978 and 1979, the 
route from sentencing to prison to parole was straightforward
the offender was convicted and sentenced, entered prison 
within a month (usually within a few days) after sentence was 
passed, served time in prison, and entered parole. 

For a sizeable minority, the route was more circuitous; 
these were persons who were already under community 
supervision (parole or probation) before they entered prison. 
Some of these were apprehended, convicted, and committed 
for a new offense. Some were returned for violating the terms 
of their parole-they had been in prison before on the same 
sentence. Others had violated conditions of their probation 
and were being sent to prison for the first time. Because of 
these alternative routes, the discussion of time served in 
prison is preceded by an examination of the type of most 
recent admission to prison. 

Type of most rec~nt admission to prison 

State rates for persons entering parole during 1979 whose 
most recent admission to prison i.t;)volved a violation of parole 

or probation (with or without a new conviction) range from 
less than 10 percent to more than 40 percent (see Figure 9). 
Persons entering parole whose most recent admission to 
prison involved a violation include four groups: probation 
violators with a new sentence, probation violators with no 
new sentence, parole violators with a new sentence, and 
parole violators with no new sentence. Some jurisdictions 
have no probation violators among the persons entering 
parole in 1979 (California Department of the Youth Authority, 
Illinois, Maine, and North Carolina). Others have no parole 
violators (South Dakota and Wyoming): This variation suggests 
that detailed knowledge of state practice is necessary before 
any conclusions can be drawn (see detailed data in appendix 
Tables A.6 and B.6). 

Length of time served in prison 

UPR collects data on the length of time parolees spend in 
prison prior to release to parole (see Figure 10 and appendix 
TablesA.7, A.8, B.7 and B.B). This measure of time served is 
an indicator of jurisdictional punishment policy. It is computed 

r----------------Figure 9---------0

------..., 

7 states 

Florida 
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Wyoming 

0-10% 

Probation or parole violation among 
persons entering parole during 

1979 

9 states 

California (CYA) 
Delaware 
Georgia 
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(28 states) 

5 states 5 states 

New Hampshire Idaho Maine 
North Dakota illinois New Jersey 
South Dakota Kentucky Nevada 2 states 

Virginia Nebraska Michigan Texas 
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11-20% 21-30% 31-40% 41% or more 
Percent of parole entry population admitted to prison as a parole or probation violator 

Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Form (UPR-2), 1979. See 
appendix Table A 6 for the values .used 10 prepare this figure. 

Note: States are)lIsted In alphabetical order within categories. 
The California Department of Ihe Youth Authority (CYA) has 
Jurisdiction only over youthful offenders. 
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12 Length of time served in prison 

as the time between the date of prison admi~sio? an~ the date 
of parole entry, and time served in jail precedm~ lI?pnson~ent 
is added when known. Reparolees whose admission to prIson 

did not include a new sentence have been ~xcluded from ~ll 
com utations; parolees in this group t~plcally .serve brIef 
sent~nces for a parole or probation violatIOn that IS unrelated 

_------------- Figure 10 . 
Time served by persons entering parole dUring 
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for all crimes, robbery, and burglary 
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Source' Uniform Parole Reports Entry Form (UPR-2), 1979. Data 
from so~e Df the states have been weighted. !3ee appendix 
Table A 8 for the values used to prepare this figure. Cases are 
excluded where the type of most recent admission to prison 
does not include a new court commitment. 

Note: The number of persons used to compute the medians In 
each state is enclosed in parentheses. States are listed In 
alphabetical order within categories. The California Department 
of the Vouth Authority (CVA) has jurisdiction only over youthfui 
offenders. 
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in length to the seriousness of the original commitment 
offense. Their indusion would lower the group median and 
distort the picture of time served by offense (see appendix 
D). 

For persons entering parole during 1979, the 5 states 
with the highest medians for all cri'11es (Florida, Idaho, Maine, 
South Carolina, and West Virginia) all have medians for 
robbery and burglary at the upper end of the distribution. Of 
the 3 jurisdictions at the low end of the distribution of 
medians, North Dakota and the California Department of 
the Youth Authority show similar consistency; they are low 
for all offenses and low for both robbery and burglary. 

Of the 8 jurisdictions at the extremes of the overall time 
served distribution,S are states with very small numbers of 
parole entries- Idaho, Maine, North Dakota, South Dakota 
and West Virginia. One state, Florida, is among the largest in 
number of parole entries. Maine, whose determinate sen
tencing law precludes conditional release, is paroling only 
those whose sentences were imposed prior to the new law. 
The California Department of the Youth Authority is a spe
cialized agency which handles only younger offenders. 

The variations in time served among the states mirror to 
some degree the variations in sentencing among the states. 
Formal procedures or legal requirements often link time 
served to sentence length. For example. an offender may be 
required to serve a proportion of the sentence (or of the 
minimum sentence), such as a fourth or a third, before parole 
eligibility. Other states require no less than 1 year in prison or 
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set mandatory minimums for certain crimes or for special 
circumstances of a crime. Some states have structured parole 
board decisionmaking by establishing parole guidelines that 
set fixed ranges for different types of crimes. Other states 
have removed the release decision from the parole board and 
substituted terms set by the: trial judge, the legislature, or a 
sentencing commission. (In Maine, offenders are released 
unconditionally after completion of their terms minus good 
time.) 

The median n~mber of months served in prison from 
1976 to 1979 for all offenses combined is shown in Figure 11. 
These data represent time served in prison exclusive of time 
served in jail, and include all 31 states which contributed 3 or 
more years of time served data. Eleven states had an increase 
in the median of 2 to 6 months and 6 had an increase of 7 or 
more months. At the same time, 11 states remained essentially 
unchanged, and 3 showed a reduction of more than 1 month. 
The pattern of increase is general, but the cause may vary 
from state to state, as can be seen by looking at 3 states 
(Florida, Idaho, and Maine) that had both high medians in 
1979 and rapid increases in time served from 1976 to 1979. In 
Florida, which introduced parole guidelines in 1978, time 
served rose before guidelines were introduced and continued 
to rise after their introduction. In Maine, time served rose 
because only persons sentenced prior to the passage of 
determinate sentencing in 1976 were eligible for release to 
parole. In Idaho, the time served rose without the introduction 
of either parole guidelines or determinate sentencing. 

~---------------------------Figure11------------________________ __ 
Change in time served in prison 
by persons entering parole from 

1976 to 1979 
(31 states) 

Decrease~··--------------------------------------------________ ~.~Increase 
11 states 11 states 

California (CYA) Delaware 
Kansas Georgia 

Kentucky Illinois 

-6 or less -2 to-6 

Change in median number of months served 
-1 to 1 2 to 6 7 or more 

Missouri Maryland 
6 states New Hampshire Michigan 

New Jersey Nebraska Florida 
North Dakota New Mexico Idaho 
South Dakota New York Maine 2 states 

Texas Ohio South Carolina 1 state 
Nevada Virginia Pennsylvania Tennessee I Utah North Carolina Wisconsin Wyoming West Virginia 

Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Form (UPR-2), 1976 to 
1979. See appendix Tab!e C.1 for the median values used to 
prepanHhis figure. 

Nole: There were 31 states with at least 3 years of data on the 
median length of time served by persons entering parole from 
1976 to 1979. All of them are included In this figure. The earliest 
and the, most recent figures were used to compute the 
differences. States are listed in alphabetical order within 
categories. The California Department of the Vouth Authority 
(CVA) has jurisdiction only over youthful offendp-rs. 
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Demographic characteristics 
Prisoners live almost exclusively in a single-sex society in 
which most persons are in their twenties and thirties. Most 
are members of a minority group, and most have less education 
than the general population. This section covers four demo
graphic characteristics-sex, age, race/ethnicity, and edu
cation-':"'of the persons entering parole in 1978 and 1979 along 
with comparisons to prison and general populations where 
appropriate and available. The detailed data appear In 
appendix Tables A.9 and B.9. 

was from 3.5 to 6.5 percen t. From National Prisoner Statistics 
data appearing in Prisoners ill State and Federal Institutions 
on December 31, 1979, Tables 10 and 11, a similar proportion 
of women appear to be entering prison, but the median state 
proportion of women in the yearend 1979 prison population 
is lower-less than 4 percent. 

Age 

Sex 

In the states reporting 1979 UPR data, women made up 10 
percent or less of the persons entering parole; the median 
proportion was about 5 percent and the interquartile range 

The proportion of persons under age 21 entering parole in 
1979 is shown in Figure 12. Note that Maine (at the bottom of 
the figure) has no entries younger than age 21; only lifers or 
other long termers continue to be paroled in Maine now that 
deteriminate sentencing with unconditional release has 
replaced parole. The California Department of the Youth 

-------------------------------Figure12--------____________________ _ 
Persons under 21 years of age 

entering parole during 
1979 

by state 
(27 states) 

10 states 

Florida 
Nebraska 8 states 

New Jersey Delaware 
New Mexico Illinois 

North Dakota Kentucky 
Pennsylvania Maryland 4 states 

South Carolina Michigan 3 states 
California (CYA) 2 states West Virginia Nevada Georgia Missouri Idaho Wisconsin Rhode Island New Hampshire North Carolina Maine Wyoming Virginia Texas South Dakota 

less than 5% 5-10% 11-15% 16-20% 
Percent of persons under 21 years of age 

Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Form (UPR-2), 1979.'See 
appendix Table A.9 for the values used to prepare this figUre. 

More than 20% 

. eceding page blank 

Note: States are listed in alphabetical order wlthin categories. 
The California Department of lhe Youth Authority (CYA) has 
Jurisdiction only over youthful offenders . 
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16 Race/Ethnicity 

Authority (at the top of the figure) only has jurisdiction over 
persons up to the age of 21; two-thirds of the parole entries 
from CYA were under 21. 

Race / Ethnicity 

The UPR parole entry population includes 4 race/ethnicity 
groups- non-Hispanic whites, non-Hispanic blacks, Hispanics, 
and others (American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Asians, and 
Pacific Islanders). The percentage distribution of one of 
these groups-non-Hispanic blacks-among the persons 
entering parole in 1979 is represented by the bars in Figure 13. 
In virtually all of the states, the proportion of blacks in the 

parole entry population is larger than the proportion of 
blacks among the state's general population (also shown in 
Figure 13); the extent of the difference, however, varies widely. 

Education 

The percent distribution of high school graduates for persons 
entering parole during 1979 is shown by the bars in Figure 14. 
The percentage of high school graduates in the general adult 
population is also shown. Typically, high school graduates 
make up between 20 percent and 30 percent of those persons 
entering parole and between 60 percent and 70 percent of 
the general adult population. 
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.--------------Figure 13-------~--___ __, 
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Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Form (UPR-2), 1979
1
, Data 

from some of the states have been weighted. See Append x 
Table A '9 for the values used to prepare this figUre. Values for 
state p~rcentages of blacks were computed from Statist/cal 
Abstracts of the UnIted States, 1979, 100th Edition, Bureau of 
the Census, U.S. Department of Commerce, Table 37. 
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Note' Alabama Kansas NewVork, and Utah did not submit 
1979'data' the ~bove values have been taken from the 1978 
arole ent'ry population for these states. The Callfornl.a 

gepartment of the Vouth Authority (CVA) has jurisdiction only 
over yout/1f~1 offenders. 
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18 Education 

~------------'---------------Figure14----------------------------~ 
High school graduates in the general adult population 

and high school graduates entering parole during 
1979 

by state 
(32 states) 

• High school graduates in general adult population o High school graduates in parole entry population 
Number 
of cases 

West Virginia I 
Virginia 

Alabama I 
Rhode Island • 1 

North Carolina 1 
South Carolina I 
New York I 
New Jersey I 
Maine I 
Florida I 
Georgia I 
Maryland ,I 
Michigan 1 
Ohio I 
Kentucky I 
Delaware I 
Texas 

f----. 
1 

California (CYA) I 
Illinois I 
Pennsylvania 

Missouri I 
Wisconsin , -I 
Utah '. I 

Wyoming .' 

Nebraska 

New f:!ampshire 

New Mexico 

South Dakota 

Kansas 

Idaho 

Nevada 

North Dakota 
, 

o 10 20 30 
Percent 

Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Form (UPR-2), 1979. Data 
from some of the states have been weighted. See appendix 
Table A.9 for the values used to prepare this figure. Values for 
state percentages of high school graduates were computed 
from Statistical Abstracts of the United States, 1979, 100th 
Edition, Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Table 235. 
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• 278 
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• 1,385 
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• 1,206 

• 5,460 

• 2.711 

• 50 

• 4,818 

• 2,115 

• 1,862 

• 4,460 

• 4,930 

• 1,549 

173 

• 6,530 

1,306 

• 5.310 

• 2.141 

• 996 

1,332 

218 

• 89 

I • 388 

I 14g 

I • 277 

I • 154 

I • 960 

I • 219 

I • 442 

I • 106 

50 60 70 80 90 100 

Note: The number of persons included in these percentages 
appears at the end of each bar. Alabama, Kansas. New York, 
Ohio, and Utah did not report education data tar 1979; the 
above values are taken from the 1978 parole entry population 
for these states. The California Department of the Youth 
Authority (CYA) has jurisdiction only over youthful offenders; rio 
comparative measure of high school education for the 
California population has been provided. 
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Appendix A 
Tables 
A.1 Sentenced prisoners released to parole during 1979, by 

region and state 

A.2 Parole violators returned to prison during 1979, by 
region and state 

A.3 Commitment offense, multiple sentences, and prior 
prison commitments of persons entering parole during 
1979, by state 

AA Maximum sentence imposed on persons entering parole 
during 1979, by major crime categories and state 
(in months) 

A.5 Maximum sentence imposed on persons entering parole rn 
during 1979, by selected crime types and state (in months) , 

.; 
A.6 Type of admi~.ion to prison of pt:rsons entering parole 

during 1979, by))state 

( A.7 Time served by person entering parole during 1979, 
by major crime categories and state (in months) 

~ 

A.8 Time served by persons entering parole during 1979, 
by selected crime types and slate (in months) " 

A.9 Demographic characteristics of persons entering parole 
during 1979, by state 
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.,.. AppeIldtt A Table A.l 

Table A.l '=r""c",~;"f "''-;S::''r~-'"'"C' "Q"'c.e~ ~ "a""tlle 
rfu-.... iir.,::r 1979~ ""v re<;:;;or. <!rd stat'! 

National Prisooe~ Statistics Uniform Parole Reports 

;;",doo 
C!':~ 
s,tate 

IfS. total 

Fer'era' 
State total 

~st: 

Ma!~e 
!'few ~3.rnOS lot j 1!"e 
'(~('nt 
"~'I:~'!C"'~Se"':t:S 
~~ :s."i!.?)"' 
!"cr~t:i~;t: 

!(€'10!1 'far'< 
'leY JerseY' 
~eettS1?,<ani'a 

I!Iorth CtIltra 1 

ChiC' 
r~ii.!l"..a 
'El''t'!'lC''';s 
"1C~;;.!f\ 
i(TS::C'CSi~ 

-'tf~m~s::!a 
r::wa 
M:fSSZO-7 
'l-:rti> ~<C!ta 
S~t" ~,!"<~:a 
:fe!;: ... aska 
l(ansas 

~'e:raw3,..~ 
"far·,'m 
~;strf:t ~ ~t~f~ 
Y;:~lt~a. 

\ie-st. l'!rq~~!~ 
'ICrt"t ,-arc, 1':'lit 

s..~~Jt Ca.rQ-1'~r:a 
~~~a. 
l="crt~ 

l(e:.t::c~ 
"'ecmessee 
f4.~~a: 
I('SS'SS1llQ! 

.\...fc;ansas 
':.C!U~sfaf(a 

C'ft'ah=ura 
:exas 

Vest 
'!cnt.ana 
r,:a/!o 
j,~'!q 
C~"'cr~ 
i'Ie<' !oIe .. !::'ZI 
~,..tZ!:1ta 
f.:tah 
lie-una 

~"f"IGt':ll'l 
~<;m 
'7'a'rf.pc;t"'nta: 
A'ask'!. 
Hawa·t:~ 

Release- 1< 

cc;:u~i!tf::n:~ 

129,569 

19,681 

4.30 
151' 
2.!.S 

',HZ 
eB 

i!.fo!5 

5,12'3 
l.~ 
:;~2Ql 

:n,2fi5 
?'1S3 
,it.,!' 
5~'S9: 
S.e9J 
1 • .tStt 

sg:: 
~ 

2,4.30 
!¢7 

559 
!,.6!.1 

59,192 

313 
" 851 1:559. 
3,22S 

53 
S.5~J 
l ... -4J.5 
44~ 

S·:4.TS 
2.3:2 
2,..t?;2 
Z.n5 
!.e!5 

21).430 

!CO 
S~ 
21~ 

!.l'X: 
?aT 

t.5J:S 
::so; 
ros 

11 It'a 
!:~ 

l'J'.:O 
e14 
127.' 

16.662 

lC2 
10!5 
159 
9!1 
IZ.! 

I~n1 

c loll 
3:311 
2,53S 

5~5!4. 
!,5« 
5.911 
<t.ns 
r~435 

SS? 
4.95 
sel 
U~ 
!31 
391 

~.,2J3 

CZ,Ul 

Z~ 
3~32g' 
1 C04 
z:St-

DJ 
S • .!'!1 
2,m 
!.EBO 
r.,.92~ 

l,SE.! 
2.095 
~.7Q9 

?SO 

! • .tSt 
.t;:Z. 

r.i!2~ 
? .. 5a2 

11,225 
221 
232 
13) 
ass 
535 
U3 
m 
SIC, 

'1..&.;6 
!,,6a& 
'J.~ 

2_4. 
S.ot 

Pa~1e entry population 

Parole 
a<;~ 
n:!~-se 

14,257 

102 
1015 
125 
SH 
124 

1.317 
5,359 
3.:~}1 
2,539 

19.366 

~.?:!\ 
.,~ 
:> 6S3 
4:71& 

119 

SS2 
4.95 
';161 
U9 
!31 
::;:lS 

1,155 

31,092 
113 

2.813 
8a-t 

ZC!36 
~131 

5,4.91 
2.237 
1,600 
5.975 
1,598 
l,S!4 
l,.m9 

1ES 
~ 4~ 
-'4:]2 

1,229 
6.~5 

6~890 

22l 
232 
13Q 
s:9S 
535 
1al 
322 
540 

1,&.;6 
1'sas 

• 0 
9S 
54 

Handa tory 
corAitionat 

re.lease 

2,oIQ5 

o 
o 

33 
o 
o 
G 

2,372 
o 
o 

3,969 

o 
o 

3,234 
o 

687 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

48 

5.1l39 

69 
515 
120 
618 

o 
o 
o 
o 

1,953 

356 
281 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

1.111 

10,m 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

263 
o 
o 
o 
o 

9.953' 
119 

o 

!;sa 
percentage 
of releases 

76S 

70 

n 
1!5 

24 
87 
64 
82 
58 
49 

95 
96 
89 

n 
71 
72 
90 
89 
94 

90 
55 
40 
81 
48 
68 
74 

71 

70 
86 
64 
82 
64 
83 
65 
37 
84 

as 
86 
63 
49 

86 
22 
47 
73 

84 

74 
42 
62 
75 
81 
27 
92 
76 

99 
88 
95 

100 
42 

Parole 
entry 

population3 

119,693 

13,114 

106,579 

17,409 

32 
156 
238 

2,100: 
190 

1,007 

7,741 
2,790 
3,149 

24,266 

6,672 
1,327 
5,785 
4,644 
1,433 

1,021 
447 

1,000 
134 
165 
435 

( 1,203) 

44,155 

371 
3,397 

743 
( 2,654) 

302 
6;3~O 
1,236 
1,777 
6,961 

1,817 
3,166 
2,295 
1,091 

1,258 
744 

1,544 
8,489 

20,749 

279 
228 
101 
895 
537 
767 
322 
522 

1,654 
1,727 

13,450 
( 214) 

53 

Parole 
entry 

population4 

53 
154 

136 

3,306 
2,973 

5,706 

5,560 
4,540 
1,413 

996 
113 
155 
396 

226 
2,186 

2,720 
295 

5,225 
1,223 
2,210 
5,406 

1,634 

6,650 

228 
89 

606 

540 

~ .I>'r-~~ 'If. Sta':J!> iIItI! 1<!!!Ien1 t'lst'tl1tfcns en Oecenber :1.1, 1979, Table 10. Includes conditional 
~ti!i!Sl!s. III'ICOrIdft!crrat ~)~ses" and ~"s; e~s and AlI'Ols returned, prisoners returned on appeal or bond. 
t"o"iIIIsfl!'<'$ til ct~ jurfs:i'cti::ns. amt aH ct!te:- "eras!!s "ne be-en excluded. 

3!>arot e 71) ~ f!lt'ted S~ates: !m~ "rah'!'i!> 4:_ The:. ntIIl!bers irt. parenthesis are from National Prisoner Statistics. 

<f..!l1;F= FUI1~e ~ Entry Fcnrs n::PR...:!r,. lS1!l'. Dab. fJ'Olt SOlIe. of the states have been weighted See 
-a~':'i!' ~ .. t of", ~fx Lt. • 

lIot!!s.: 5;ta, estblli!ted' cne t!Jfl"!t of' tlrls !NIllber are lI!i!mtatory OlIlditional reltases. 

6r'IClool!'s ctr~:'f illOl!;"Ht14~s I13r'a'Te-f b t.l'te QH"CTlIh, I:i!!Mrt.'1lellt of YlXlth Authority. 
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Table A.2 Parole violators returned to prison 
durinq 1979, by region and state 

Parole violators returned2 

Table A.2 / Appendix A 23 

Reqion 
and 
state 

Admission 
population1 Total 

As a 
With new Without new percentage 
sentence sentence of admissions 

Parole 
violator~ 
returned 

U.S. total 

Feneral 

State total 

Northeast 

"!aine 
New Hamps~ire 
Vel"'11ont 
Md~. achusetts 
~hode Island 
Connecticut 

New York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 

North Central 

O~;o 

Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 

"!innesota 
Iowa 
Missouri 

- ,North Dakota 
. South nakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

South 

Oelawar~ 
Maryland 
nlstrlct of Columbia 
Virginia 
West Virqlnia 
North r.aro 1 i na 
South Caro 11 na 
Georgia 
Florida 

Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Misslssiopi 

Arkansas 
Louisiana 
()~lahoma 
Texas 

West 

Montana 
Idaho 
Wyomiri~ 
Colorado 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 

Washinqton 
Oreqon 
ralifornia 
Alaska 
~awa ii 

156,715 

14,073 

142,642 

21,344 

456 
205 
225 

1,349 
251 

2,970 

8,966 
3,645 
3,277 

32,027 

8,079 
2,991 
6,573 
5,501 
1,539 

1,367 
1,060 
2,400 

148 
326 
488 

1,555 

65.840 

369 
4,453 
1,298 
3,565 

551 
7,502 
3,319 
5,487 
8,526 

2,656 
3,190 
2,562 
1,890 

2,189 
2,170 
2,760 

13,353 

23,431 

386 
576 
256 

1,264 
766 

1,641 
427 
921 

2,008 
2,259 

12,432 
308 
187 

25,668 

1,454 

24,214 

5,053 

37 
21 
45 

344 
30 

602 

2,001 
1,210 

763 

6,515 

1,436 
203 

2,090 
1,231 

301 

424 
110 
224 

22 
43 
86 

345 

7.906 

21 
410 
262 
391 
67 

997 
347 
370 

t,304 

624 
381 

70 
200 

561 
111 

78 
1,712 

4,740 

81 
107 
10 

219 
171 
105 
86 

173 

611 
561 

2,558 
29 
29 

21 

15 
6 

40 

18 

689 
207 
445 

789 

68 
629 
122 

136 
32 

o 
6 

14 
177 

226 

o 

505 

140 

94 

185 
35 
78 

9 
23 
4 

104 
15 
68 
19 
36 

136 
82 

1,362 
(~ 

19 

1,433 

22 
15 
5 

12 

1,312 
1,003 

318 

647 

2,022 
602 
179 

288 
78 

22 
37 
72 

168 

19 

36 

67 

799 

484 

106 

376 
76 
o 

72 
84 

6 
115 
156 

37 
67 

137 

475 
479 

1,196 

10 

16S 

10 

17 

24 

8 
10 
20 
26 
12 
20 

22 
33 
23 

20 

18 
i', 

32' 
22 
20 

31 
10 

9 
15 
13 
18 
22 

12 

6 
9 

20 
11 
12 
13 
10 
7 

15 

24 
12 
3 

11 

26 
5 
3 

13 

20 

21 
19 
4 

17 
22 
6 

20 
19 

30 
25 
21 
9 

16 

i , .' 

25.045 

2,551 

22,494 

4.319 

34 
26 
51 

306 
47 

215 

1,614 
1,161 

865 

5,593 

1,165 
221 

1,470 
1,231 

264 

461 
81 

207 
23 
43 
82 

345) 

6,240 

52 
410) 
154 
391) 
65 

997) 
173 
224 
621 

512 
209 
277 
192 

363 
150 
168 

1,282 

6.342 

82 
70 
5 

111 
132 
133 
81 

153 

471-
561) 

4,491 
29) 
20 

Sources: 1prisoners in State and Federal Institutions on December 31, 1979, Table 10. Includes 
only new court cOIll1l1tments and parole Violators returned; escanees and AWOLs returned, pdsoners 
returned on appeal or bon~, transfers from other jurisdictions, and all other admiss~ons 11"'/e 
hp.cn e~c 1 uded. . ~ 

2Thi ti., Table 16. \\ 

~Parole in the Ilniteri States: 1979 T bl 6 
PrisoMr Statistics. . , a e • Ti:e numbers In parenthesis are from National 

Note: This ta~le is not directly t:l)mp.~rahle with Table A.6. The individuals counted i th' 
table beqan the~r prison terms durlnq 1979 and IIlOSt will not be eligible for parole du nl .1S 
1979. The inril iduals io Table A.S began parole ~urlng 1979; most of these individual~ ~gd b 
committed tn pr ~on som~time ear1ier~._. Parole Violators returned include ersons r a een 
prj son by author) ty of a p~ro le agency:' and those re lea seq from pr ison thr~Ugh manri:i~~ysed from 
con~ftlonal rellt,?e. 

f
J r 

! 
i .. 
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Table A.3 Commitmp.nt offense, multiple sentences, and prior prison commitments 
of persons ent~rinq Darole durinq 1979, by state 

Conrnitment offense 
Number of 
sentences 

Prior prison 
commitments 

Reqion 
itnrt 
state 

Northeast 
Maine 
New Hampshire 
Vel'mont 
Ma~sac~usetts 
Rhode Island 
r.onnect icut 
New York 
Ne\i Jersey 
Pennsylvania 

North Cl!lltra 1 
Ohio 
Indiarla 
1111 nois 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Iowa 
Missouri 
North (lakota 
SGutlJ Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

South 
Delawa .. f' 
Marvland 
Oistrict of Columbia 
Virqinia 
West Virqinia 
North Carolina 
South Caro li na 
Georqia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

West 
Montana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
~ew Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 
Washinqton 
Oregon 
California (eVA only) 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

Total 

53 
154 

13B 

3,306 
2,973 

5,706 

5,560 
4,540 
1,413 

996 
113 
155 
396 

226 
2,IB6 

2,720 
295 

5,225 
1,223 
2,210 
5,406 
1,634 

6,650 

l2B 
B9 

606 

540 

1,66B 

Agains\ Against Ot~er 
persons properti crimes3 

24 
39 

5B 

1,452 
1,254 

1,954 

2,4BO 
1,550 

454 

316 
24 
28 

102 

67 
B50 

795 
69 

1,366 
499 
520 

1,B6B 

63B 

1,770 

66 
29 

191 

125 

692 

16 
57 

51 

1,063 
1,005 

2,746 

2,340 
2,000 

765 

508 
53 
93 

226 

BO 
a02 

1,345 
180 

2,1Bl 
537 

1,265 
2,060 

743 

3,810 

108 
49 

232 

215 

B13 

9 
46 

23 

735 
594 

922 

710 
970 
194 

16B 
30 
33 
62 

40 
358 

520 
32 

1,595 
176 
3B5 
956 
178 

1,020 

45 
11 

150 

105 

134 

40 
128 

71 

1,40B 
2,529 

4,670 
1,7BO 

708 
97 

152 
344 

132 
1,354 

2,020 
253 

4,599 
931 

1,745 
3,916 
1,041 

5,360 

186 
76 

478 

414 

1,632 

Two or 
more 

10 
15 

61 

I,B94 
324 

B60 
750 

28B 
10 
2 

46 

55 
700 

650 
27 

544 
281 
435 
968 
520 

1,240 

33 
13 

97 

31 

7 

None 

1-7 
100 

101 

1,225 
l,B60 

3,420 
3,090 

836 
7B 

130 
254 

103 

2,315 
231 

1,890 
3,822 
1,206 

4,830 

77 

389 

318 

Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Forms (UPR-2), 1979. Oata from some of the states have been 
weighted. See Table 0.1 in Appendix D. The number of mlssinq values for conviction offense and prior 
prison commitments may be computed by subtracting the sum of the categorie;: from the total. The parole 
entry population includes persons released from prison by authority of a parole agency and those released 
from prison through mandatory conditional rplease. 

Notes: lIncludes murder, manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assal/lt, and Simple assault. 

2In~ludes larceny, theft, motor vehicle theft, arson, for~erv. cOUnterfeiting, fraud, embezzlement, and 
stolen property. 

One or 
more 

27 
38 

31 

~S4Q 

903' 

1,020 
1,420 

160 
28 
24 

123 

72 

340 
47 

250 
1,030 

303 

1,740 

12 

180 

112 

3lnclu~es commercial and noncommercial sex offenses, alcohol law violations, weapon offense, escape, and all 
other offenses. 

" 4May include multiple counts of the same offense type where no second offense type was identified. 

Table A.4 Maximum sentence imposed on persons entering parole during 1979, 
bv major crime categories and state (in months) 

Reqion 
and 
state 

Northeast 
Maine 
Npw Hampshire 
Virrmont 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
New York 
New Jersev 
Pennsylvania 

North Cl!lltra 1 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Iowa 
Missouri 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

South 
Delaware 
Maryland 
District of Columbia 
Virginia 
West Virqinia 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

West 
Montana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
New MexicD 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 
Washinqton 
Oregon 
California (CVA only) 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

All crimes 

Number 
of cases 

32 
134 

100 

1,910 
722 

5,334 

499 
406 

235 
76 

145 
328 

129 
914 

509 
239. 

4,008. 
1 190' 
, 402 
613 

1,207 

492 

59 
84 

450 

344 

237 

Median! 
quart iles4 

39 76 112 
3B 52 70 

12 27 54 
,-

60 64 120 
4B 60 113 

60 120 299 

42 60 94 
44 54 129 

35 4B 72 
12 23 36 
18 24 4B 
26 48 72 

24 
25 

~6 
71l 
Hi 
4P, 
36 
43 
24 

36 60 
52 B9 

58 96 
99 120 
35 70 
84 144 
62 72 
58 83 
60 120 

32 57 93 

52 60 106 
36 59 84 

45 72 169 

36 60 B4 

55 64 74 

Crimes 
against persons1 

Numbe .. 
of cases 

17 
39 

47 

B76 
350 

1,872 

232 
143 

75 
16 
2B 
B9 

46 
412 

156 
62 

1,191 
490 
103 
250 
491 

155 

19 
2B 

157 

104 

9B 

Median! 
quartiles 

54 78 119 
38 54 107 

24 50 79 

63 96 144 
54 00 132 

179 299 300 

55 82 127 
B7 129 131 

60 85 156 
15 35 95 
36 60 93 
60 82 126 

34 51 109 
46 72 120 

57 95 12B 
59 83 134 
35 73 130 
B5 139 IB1 
61 73 95 
59 82 133 
61 120 IBO 

45 81 142 

54 73 120 
59 96 426 

67 91 304 

4B 12 96 

56 67 75 

Crimes 
against property2 

Number 
of cases 

9 
57 

35 

546 
241 

2,5B2 

202 
186 

120 
3B 
87 

188 

5B 
354 

251 
152 

1,551 
527 
228 
256 
569 

254 

32 
47 

172 

15B 

120 

Median! 
quartiles 

25 47 99 
35 52 62 

11 15 31 

60 61 65 
41 56 72 

60 60 179 

34 54 70 
39 48 90 

24 )Ij 4B 
11 21 27 
18 24 36 
24 36 60 

21 35 60 
20 36 59 

24 4B 72 
90 102 120 
16 31 50 
3B 61 107 
36 60 72 
36 48 59 
23 31 60 

29 49 67 

49 60 7B 
36 48 60 

43 62 75 

36 4B 61 

54 63 71 
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Other crimes3 

Number 
of cases 

6 
3B 

IB 

4BB 
131 

8BO 

65 
77 

40 
22 
30 
51 

25 
14B 

102 
25 

1,266 
173 

71 
107 
147 

83 

11 
9 

121 

82 

19 

Median! 
qlJartiles 

22 57 79 
39 54 69 

12 22 42 

3a 60 72 
40 56 77 

60 120 179 

36 48 74 
40 49 130 

35 60 60 
1) 22 40 
17 24 36 
24 36 48 

13 
18 

14 
50 
9 

36 
36 
35 
13 

24 

46 
24 

45 

45 

44 

24 31 
37 62 

37 72 
60 119 
17 40 
60 85 
48 72 
51 70 
24 60 

48 92 

57 150 
36 120 

75 290 

60 102 

59 73 

Source: Uniform Pa .. ole Reports Entry Forms (UPR-2), 1979. The number of cases is the unweighted sample size used to 
compute the median and quartiles. Cases are excluded where the type of most recent admission to prison does not include 
a new court commitment. 

Notes: Ilncludes murd~r, manslau~hter, forcible rape, robber,V, aggravated assault, and simple assault. 

21ncludes larceny, theft, motor vehicle theft, arson, forqery, counterfeiting, fraud, embezzlement, and stolen property. 

31ncludes commercial and non-commercial sex offenses, alcohol law violations, weapon offense~, escape, and all other 
offenses. 

4t.1edlan statistics are presented in bold type.l1ft,y percent of the cases fall bet",een the first ql,,'rtile (25th per
centilel and the third quartile (75th percentile). ,he first quartile (to the left of the median) rna: be Interpreted as 
the point in the distribution of months served where 25 percent of the parole entry populatIon falls below and 75 percent 
fails above. The third quartile (to the right of the median) is the point where 75 percent of the parole entry 
population fftlls below and 25 percent falls above. Examination of the first and third quartiles, together with the 
median, is useful in understandinq the shape and range of each distribution. 
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Table A.5 Maximum sentence imposed on persons entering parole during 1979, 
by selected cri~e type and ~tate (in months) 

Reqion 
and 
state 

Northeast 
Maine 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
tolass achJ setts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
New York 
New Jersey 
Penn sylvan i a 

North Central 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michiqan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Iowa 
"!issouri 
Nortl! Oakota 
South Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

South 
De'laware 
Maryland 
District of Columbia 
Virqinia 
West Virqinia 
North Caro 1i na 
South Caro 1 i na 
Georgia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

West 
Montana 
Irlaho 
Wyominq 
Colorado 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 
Washington 
Oregon 
California (CYA only) 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

All crimes 

Number 
of cases 

32 
134 

100 

l,S.;1 
722 

5,334 

499 
406 

235 
76 

145 
328 

129 
914 

509 
239 

4,008 
1,190 

402 
513 

1,207 

492 

59 
84 

450 

344 

237 

Median!. 
quartiles1 

39 76 112 
38 52 70 

12 27 54 

60 64 120 
48 60 113 

60 120 299 

42 60 94 
44 54 129 

35 48 72 
12 23 36 
18 24 48 
26 48 72 

24 
25 

25 
78 
15 
48 
35 
43 
24 

36 50 
52 89 

58 95 
99 120 
35 70 
84 144 
62 72 
58 83 
r.o 120 

32 57 93 

52 60 106 
36 59 84 

45 72 169 

36 60 84 

55 64 74 

Robbery 

Number 
of cases 

7 
17 

27 

482 
179 

1,148 

133 
67 

43 
12 
18 
36 

19 
229 

83 
22 

481 
196 

56 
151 
214 

106 

8 
6 

64 

62 

62 

Median! 
quartiles 

72 79 119 
41 54 127 

28 50 72 

64 91 126 
54 72 116 

ISO 299 300 

59 83 119 
91 130 154 

60 86 144 
15 35 57 
41 60 87 
67 84 139 

44 52 97 
59 87 137 

66 96 120 
76 103 127 
55 82 136 

119 144 180 
68 77 87 
60 86 137 

108 120 180 

50 93 130 

56 85 116 
45 69 92 

71 257 305 

48 60 87 

56 67 74 

Burglary 

Number 
of cases 

5 
35 

25 

349 
157 

1,172 

112 
68 

69 
14 
39 
86 

34 
154 

127 
67 

722 
148 
150 
140 
279 

148 

-
21 
22 

88 

73 

64 

Median! 
quartiles 

32 44 64 

12 17 25 

60 61 66 
45 57 81 

60 120 239 

55 60 75 
48 52 94 

24 36 48 
12 25 33 
18 24 36 
25 48 62 

18 31 65 
34 47 66 

38 59 94 
93 109 121 
17 34 57 
48 72 120 
36 60 72 
36 52 60 
24 37 72 

34 58 81 

40 53 77 
36 54 75 

43 66 75 

36 59 72 

56 63 70 

Narcotics 

NL11lber 
of cases 

2 
8 

11 

211 
57 

355 

34 
51 

24 
8 

14 
21 

7 
85 

55 
12 

268 
121 

57 
72. 

96 

58 

4 
3 

65 

51 

8 

Median! 
quartiles 

23 57 69 

11 21 38 

60 60 72 
36 48 52 

60 119 120 

43 58 83 
39 66 165 

36 60 60 
16 25 33 
24 33 37 
24 36 48 

12 32 36 
24 48 67 

36 60 120 
49 52 60 
20 36 46 
36 60 90 
36 48 72 
30 48 59 
12 24 60 

34 58 98 

46 77 298 

48 60 118 

50 61 72 

Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Forms (UPR-2), 1979. The number of cases is,the unweighted sample size used to 
cQmpute the median and quartiles. Medians and quartiles are not provided when the number of cases is 5 or less. Cases 
are excluded where the type of most recent ad~ission to prison does not include a new court commitment. 

Note: 1Median statistics are presented in bold type. Fifty percent of the cases fall between the first quartile (25th 
percentile) and the third quartile (75th percentile). The first quartile (to the left of the median) may be interpreted 
as the Doint in the distribution of months served where 25 percent of the parole entry population falls below and 75 percent 
falls above. The third quartile (to the right of the median) is the point where 75 percent of the parole entry population 
falls below and 25 percent falls above. Examination of the first and third quartiles, together with the median i$ useful in 
understanrling the shape and ranqe of each distribution. ' ' 
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Table A.6 Type )f admission to prison of persons 
entering Darole dUrinq 1979, by state 

Probation violation Parole violation 
Reqion 
and 
state 

New court New No new New 
sentencp. 

No new Other Mi ss i ng 
sentence admissions1 data 

Northeast 
"!aine 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
New York 
N~w Jp""sey 
Pennsylvania 

North Cen~ra 1 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michiqan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Iowa 
Missouri 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

South 
Delaware 
Maryl and 
District of Columbia 
Virginia 
West Virginia 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

Vest 
Montana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
1Jtah 
Nevada 
Washinqton 
Oreqon 
California (eYA only) 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

Total 

53 
154 

138 

3,306 
2,973 

5,706 

5,560 
4,540 
1,413 

996 
113 
155 
396 

226 
2,186 

2,720 
295 

5,225 
1,223 
2,210 
5,406 
1,634 

6,650 

228 
89 

606 

540 

1,668 

commitments sentence sentence 

30 
121 

84 

1,948 
2,475 

5,444 

4,340 
2,580 

781 

912 
89 

137 
289 

139 
1,658 

2,475 
239 

3,937 
l,lSO 
1,835 
4,682 
1,080 

3,890 

147 
85 

430 

277 

1,321 

o 
1 

23 

o 
6 

o 
o 

1,110 
373 

28 
2 
8 

18 

20 
382 

30 
10 
o 
8 

160 
30 
59 

920 

12 
o 
9 

65 

o 

o 
1 

17 

25 
9 

1 

o 
o 

58 

28 
11 
9 

20 

4 
o 

30 
12 
o 
5 

110 
o 

97 

1,600 

6 
1 

38 

117 

o 

3 
13 

4 

215 
138 

o 

710 
350 
118 

o 
o 
o 

22 

7 
o 

80 
11 
72 
8 

35 
82 
71 

140 

24 
o 

28 

5 

318 

17 
9 

2 

688 
87 

186 

450 
210 
82 

20 
5 
o 

39 

2 
8 

55 
3 

182 
8 

40 
82 

223 

80 

21 
o 

62 

18 

o 

o 
o 

o 

o 
o 

o 

o 
260 

o 

o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
o 

10 
2 

952 
o 
o 

12 
29 

o 

3 
3 

20 

o 

Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Forms (UPR-2), 1979. Data from some of the states have been . .. 
Weighted. See Table 0.1 in Appendix D. This table is not directly compara~le with Table A.2. !he 1nd1~ld
uals counted in this table began parole during 1979 and therefore ~egan the1r prison term~ s~m~t1me earll
er The individuals counted in Table A.2 began their prison term 1n 1979; most of these 1nd'v1dual~ were 
not eliqible for parole during 1979. The parole entry population includes persons r~leased from pr1son by 
authority of a parole agency and those released from prison through mandatory condit1onal release. 

Note:1Includes transfers from other jurisdictions, escapees and AWOLs returned, and prisoners returned on 
app ea 1 or bond. 
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75 
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1 
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54 
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40 
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82 
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518 
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20 

15 
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98 
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Table A.7 Time served by persons entering parole during 1979, 
hy major crime categories and state (in months) 

Region 
and 
state 

Northeast 
Maine 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
New York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 

North Central 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 
"'innesota 
Iowa 
Missouri 
North Oakota 
South Dakota 
Ilebraska 
Kansas 

South 
Delaware 
Maryland 
District of Columbia 
Virginia 
West Virginia 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Geor9ia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

\lest 
Montana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 
Was hin9ton 
Oregon 
California (CYA onlvl 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

All crimes 

Number 
of cases 

33 
135 

100 

1,951 
722 

5,438 

507 
406 

1,413 

237 
76 

145 
328 

137 
921 

513 
238 

4,009 
1,198 

405 
676 

1,209 

492 

58 
85 

463 

345 

284 

Median! 
quartiles4 

13 38 49 
10 14 22 

8 16 34 

9 16 33 
11 20 32 

12 Z2 37 

9 15 28 
16 23 37 
13 21 32 

9 13 30 
9 12 19 
7 11 19 

13 Z2 38 

10 16 32 
8 19 36 

11 24 38 
21 30 45 
7 15 33 

18 30 52 
12 18 34 
20 31 46 
8 15 31 

10 16 29 

17 25 37 
15 24 36 

15 24 40 

12 14 22 

9 12 15 

Crimes 
against persons1 

Number 
of cases 

18 
40 

41 

907 
351 

1,916 

234 
143 
454 

77 
16 
28 
89 

49 
414 

158 
61 

1,192 
491 
103 
269 
492 

155 

18 
29 

161 

104 

125 

Median! 
quartiles 

29 38 45 
10 17 30 

15 30 43 

14 25 41 
13 24 42 

20 33 51· 

13 Z3 39 
23 34 54 
18 29 44 

15 40 76 
11 Z2 39 
12 24 33 
29 43 58 

17 32 60 
17 30 50 

18 38 55 
27 47 60 
14 33 52 
34 50 72 
24 46 59 
29 43 67 
17 29 50 

16 26 44 

25 35 49 
24 36 85 

19 31 46 

12 19 28 

11 14 18 

Crimes 
against property2 

Number 
of cases 

Median! 
quartiles 

9 10 23 62 
57 10 14 17 

35 5 9 16 

549 8 10 17 
241 9 16 26 

2,629 11 17 28 

206 8 13 18 
186 14 19 27 
756 12 18 26 

120 7 10 15 
38 9 12 17 
87 6 10 16 

188 12 20 31 

60 
356 

253 
152 

1,551 
532 
231 
273 
570 

254 

29 
47 

176 

159 

138 

11 15 28 
7 12 22 

11 21 31 
22 30 40 
7 14 26 

15 22 36 
12 15 24 
18 Z5 35 
7 11 20 

8 13 21 

14 20 31 
12 18 25 

14 20 32 

12 13 18 

8 10 13 

Other crimes3 

Number 
of cases 

Median! 
quartiles 

6 8 Z3 51 
38 9 14 24 

18 6 11 19 

495 8 13 25 
130 10 19 25 

893 12 20 31 

57 5 lZ 26 
77 16 ZZ 32 

194 7 19 24 

40 10 13 25 
22 9 12 19 
30 6 9 12 
51 11 19 24 

28 
151 

102 
25 

1,266 
175 

71 
134 
147 

83 

11 
9 

126 

82 

21 

7 10 
5 12 

G 15 
18 20 

5 9 
13 19 
12 13 
15 25 
6 10 

10 14 

13 19 
12 18 

14 za 

12 14 

8 12 

14 
27 

30 
26 
21 
32 
23 
38 
14 

25 

49 
25 

42 

24 

14 

Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Form5 (UPR-2), 1979. The number of cases is the unweighted sample size used to 
compute the median and quartiles. Time served in jail prior to sentencing Is used In the computation of time served. 
Cases are excluded where the type of most recent admission to prison does not inclUde a new court commitment. 

Notes: 1Includes murder, manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault, and simple assault. 

21ncludes larceny, theft, motor vehicle theft, arson, forgery, counterfeiting, fraud, embezzlement, and stolen property. 

3Inclurles COrr:l1p'rcial and non-commp.rcial sex offenses, alcohol law violations, weapon offenses, escape, and all other 
offenses. 

4Median statistics are presented in holo typP.. Fifty percent of the cases fall between the first quartile (25th 
oercentile) anrl the third quartile (75th percentile). The first quartile (to the left of the median) may be interpreted 
as the point in tile distribution of months served where 25 percent of the parole entry popUlation falls helow and 75 percent 
falls ahove. The third quartile (to the right of the median) is the point where 75 percent of the p~role entry population 
falls bel~ and 25 percent falls above. Exa~lnation of the first and third quartiles, together with the median is useful in 
understandlng the sl)ape ~nd range of each distribution. ' 
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Table A.8 Time served by persons entering oarole durin9 1979, 
by selected crime types and state (in months) 

All crimes Robbery 

Reqion 
and 
state 

Northeast 
Maine 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
"'ass achu setts 
Rhode lsI and 
Connect icut 
New York 
New ,Jersey 
Pennsylvan i a 

North Central 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Mich igan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Iowa 
Missouri 
North Oakot a 
South Dakota 
Nebraska 
I(ansas 

South 
Oelaware 
Maryland 

, 

District of Columbia 
Virginia 
West Virqinia 
North Caro 1 i na 
South Caro 1 i na 
r;eorqia 
Flodda 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

\fest 

Montana 
Iriaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
New "lexico 
Arizona 
Uta!) 
Nevada 

Washington 
Oregon 
California (CYA only) 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

Number 
of cases 

33 
135 

100 

1,951 
722 

5,438 

507 
406 

1,413 

237 
76 

145 
328 

137 
921 

513 
238 

4,009 
1,198 

405 
676 

1,209 

492 

58 
8'i 

463 

345 

284 

Median! 
quarti les1 

13 38 49 
10 14 22 

8 16 34 

9 
11 

16 
20 

33 
32 

12 22 37 

9 15 28 
16 23 37 
13 21 32 

9 13 30 
9 12 19 
7 11 19 

13 22 38 

10 16 32 
8 19 36 

11 24 38 
21 30 45 
7 15 33 

18 30 52 
12 18 34 
20 31 46 
8 15 31 

10 16 29 

17 25 37 
15 24 36 

15 24 40 

12 14 22 

9 12 15 

Number 
of cases 

7 
18 

27 

489 
179 

1,177 

134 
67 

271 

43 
12 
18 
36 

21 
230 

83 
22 

481 
196 

56 
161 
215 

106 

8 
7 

68 

62 

79 

Median! 
quartiles 

37 38 38 
15 22 37 

16 30 42 

13 
]2 

20 
22 

36 
34 

23 35 53 

14 23 32 
23 34 46 
19 30 43 

20 40 61 
11 20 27 
12 26 34 
39 48 58 

24 
23 

23 
47 
23 
41 
34 
31 
23 

17 

33 60 
36 52 

39 55 
51 59 
39 54 
51 62 
49 60 
44 66 
28 47 

26 44 

27 45 45 
17 24 50 

24 39 53 

12 16 24 

11 14 17 

Burglary 

Number 
of cases 

5 

Median! 
quartiles 

35 10 14 17 

25 6 11 18 

350 8 10 18 
157 10 17 28 

1,193 12 19 33 

115 12 15 21 
68 17 22 33 

394 13 19 29 

69 8 10 17 
14 9 13 17 
39 7 11 15 
86 15 22 35 

34 
154 

128 
67 

722 
148 
151 
151 
280 

148 

21 
22 

91 

73 

73 

9 
10 

14 
21 
9 

17 
12 
19 
8 

9 

14 29 
17 27 

25 34 
33 42 
15 29 
23 44 
16 24 
27 36 
13 26 

16 26 

14 21 31 
14 23 32 

15 22 31 

12 13 20 

8 10 13 
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Narcotics 

Number 
of cases 

2 

Median! 
quartiles 

8 4 12 23 

11 6 10 21 

213 9 12 24 
56 10 14 25 

358 11 18 27 

34 5 12 21 
51 16 22 31 

100 12 17 28 

24 10 14 27 
8 10 12 16 

14 6 9 13 
21 11 19 24 

8 
88 

55 
12 

268 
122 

57 
81 
96 

58 

4 
3 

66 

51 

10 

8 
6 

15 
13 
8 

13 
12 
13 
6 

10 

19 

12 

8 

14 
13 

27 
19 
15 
21 
13 
22 
8 

15 

34 

13 

12 

19 
29 

39 
23 
24 
35 
22 
32 
13 

27 

48 

22 

13 

Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Forms (UPR-2), 1979. The number of cases is the unweighted sample size used to 
compute the median and quartiles. Time served in jail prior to sentenCing is used in the computation of time served. 
Medians and quartlles are not provided when the number of cases is 5 or less. Cases are excluded where the type of most 
recent admission to prison does not Include a new cOUrt commitment. 

Hote: lMedian statistics are presented In bold type. Fifty percent of the cases fall between the first quartile (25th 
percentile) and the third quartile (75th percentile). The first quartile (to the left of the median) may be 
interpreted as the point in the distribuHon of months served where 25 percent of the parole entry population falls 
Ilelow and 75 percent falls above. The third quartile (to the right of the median) is the pOint where 75 percent of the 
parole entry population falls below and 25 percent falls above. Examination of the first and third quartiles, together 
with the median, is useful in understanding the shape and range of each distribution. 
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Table A.9 Demoqraphic characteristics of persons 

11 

entering carole during 1979, by state 

ji 
r1 Age at parole entry Race/ethnicity Sex Education ~ 

'I I, 
<l 30 Less than 

I Reqion years Not hispanic high High 
and Under or school school 

II 
state Total 21 21-29 older White Black Hispanic Other 1 Men Women grad grad 

Northeast 
AppendixB i! 

i! Maine 53 0 19 31 49 0 0 1 50 0 37 13 
l' New Hampshire 154 27 72 45 142 3 80 64 [) 
Ii Vermont Tables " Massachusetts 

125 5 95 25 ~ Rhode Island 138 16 81 36 102 25 2 0 B.l Sentenced prisoners released to parole during 1978, by I: , 
~ Connec t i cut 

region and state " New York ti New Jersey 3,306 327 1,981 968 1,119 1,852 294 0 3,164 142 2,016 695 B.2 Parole violators returned to prison during 1978. by n 
Pennsylvania 2,973 213 1,173 882 1,437 1,374 39 6 2,742 117 1,500 651 

region and state /; North Central 
B.3 Commitment offense, mUltiple sentences, and prior }I 

Ohio 5,706 2,932 2,701 0 5,280 353 
prison commitments of persons entering parole during f Indiana , 

~ Illinois 5,560 830 3,150 1,560 2,480 2,930 120 20 5,390 170 3,760 1,550 1978, by state r Michigan 4,540 500 2,600 1,430 1,990 2,460 60 20 4,340 190 3,280 1,180 
!'l ~ Wisconsin 1,413 178 804 431 896 442 32 40 1,329 84 909 423 B.4 Maximum sentence imposed on persons entering parole l 

ij Minnesota during 1978, by major crime categories and state Iowa 
(in months) d Missouri 996 216 536 232 644 344 0 4 964 28 692 304 

I North Dakota 113 10 67 30 83 1 1 22 102 5 50 56 B.5 Maximum sentence imposed on persons entering parole .J South [lakota 155 32 77 42 110 0 1 43 141 13 85 69 ~ Nebraska 396 39 212 135 218 130 17 25 355 35 219 169 during 1978, by selected crime types and state (in months) ~ ,/ 
Kansas 

ij B.6 Type of admission to prison of persons entering parole 
South ?! during 1978, by state ~ 

.. \ 

.1 Delaware 226 25 101 62 77 107 1 1 174 14 125 48 
B.7 Time served by persons entering parole during 1978, Maryland 2,186 314 1,168 554 634 1,398 2 6 1,944 102 1,368 494 

District of Columbia by major crime categories and state (in months) Virginia 2,720 320 1,460 910 1,205 1,475 5 5 2,500 190 1,945 495 

\ 

West Virginia 295 13 148 62 249 31 0 1 271 9 244 34 B.8 Time served by persons entering parole during 1978, North Carolina 5,225 1,165 2,232 1,743 2,413 2,569 0 152 4,845 298 3,990 1,131 
by selected crime types and state (in months) South Caro 1 i na 1,223 58 668 462 585 624 1 1 1,139 73 925 281 

Georgia 2,210 425 1,130 550 1,095 1,090 0 0 2,050 135 1,555 560 A B.9 Demographic characteristics of persons entering parole Florida 5,406 368 2,810 1,626 2,508 2,278 86 20 4,552 350 3,562 1,256 .:..1 
·ilI during 1978, by state Kentucky 1,634 197 851 512 1,143 416 2 0 1,489 73 1,121 428 

Tennessee 

I Alabama 
"1ississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 6,650 1,030 3,690 1,880 2,790 2,690 1,110 10 6,170 430 4,700 1,830 

West 
Montana 
Irfaho 228 9 99 99 192 3 18 6 207 12 114 105 Wyominq 89 5 49 34 70 3 10 6 89 0 52 37 Colorado 

'1 New Mexico 606 30 317 224 198 
Arizona 

63 298 14 554 23 304 243 
Utah 
Nevada 540 55 231 147 285 134 18 8 400 45 217 225 
Washinqton 
Oregon 
California (CVA only) 1,668 1,084 555 0 631 563 418 28 1,594 45 927 379 A las~a 
Hawaii 

Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Forms (UPR-2" 1979. Data from some of the states have been weighted. See Table 0.1 in 
Appendix n. The number of missing v~lues for each characteristic maY.be computed by subtracting the sum of the categories from the 

I 
total. The parole entrv population lnclurles persons released from prlson by authority of a parole agency and those released from 
prison through mandatory conditional ,·elease. 

Note: llncludes American Indian, Alaskan Native, Asian, and Pacific Islander. 

,I 
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I 
Table 8.1 Sentenced prisoners released to parole I Tilble 8.2 Parole violators returned to prison during 1978. by reqion am! state 

! during 1978, by reqion and state 

I 
Parole Vfo~t9rs returned2 lIational Prisoner Statistics Uniform Parole Reports I I Parole entry pOPulation2 /" ReQion 

As a Parole ! and Admission With new Without n~" .percentage viol ator~ 

I 
state population1 Total sentence sentence of 'admissions retul'ned 

qeqion Parole Mandatory As a Parole Parole 

I, I and Re1ease agency conditional percentage entry entry 
U.S. total 149,965 23,844 16% 26,020 

state popUlation! Total release release of releases population3 population4 

Federal 14,676 1,429 22 1,407 10 2,840 

I 
U.S. total 134,225 100,959 90,584 10,375 75% 112,308 I State total 135,289 22,415 17 23,180 

H 

12,i43 I 
I 

1 Federal 13,850 9,651 6,267 3,384 70 
1 . 

r I State total 120,375 91,308 84,317 6,991 76 %,565 I 
Northeast 19,657 4,465 23 4,327 I 

! 

i "'aine 387 32 13 19 8 136 

IIortheast 17,965 15,880 13,884 1,996 B8 17,263 
New Hampshire 211 23 4 19 11 39 I 

~ Maine 441 105 105 0 24 164 120 
Vermont 263 86 71 15 33 86) I 

/lew HaJOPshire 166 166 166 0 100 166 165 
Massdchusetts 1,331 277 0 277 21 34) 

n 
Vermont 268 154 i39 15 57 193 

Rhode Is land 7.27 34 15 19 15 43 I 
; 'IaSSl4hllsetts 1,148 1,007 1,007 0 B8 ( 1,007) 

Connecticut 1.954 354 18 215 
Rl)ode Is lafJd 227 121 121 0 53 133 

Ne<l York 8,432 1,891 720 1,171 22 1,866 I 
g Connecticut 1,651 1,136 1,136 0 69 1,288 

New Jersey 3,621 1,083 236 847 30 980 
? 

1 
'lew YorK 7,498 6,989 5,008 1,981 93 7,644 6,210 Pennsylvania 3,231 685 420 265 21 928 
IIe.f Jersey 3,548 3,381 3,381 0 95 3,097 3,584 

North Central 31,332 5,923 19 5,965 J 
Pennsylvania 3,018 2,821 2,821 0 93 2,985 2,370 

~ 
Ohio 7,085 1,189 655 534 17 1,219 

j 

North Centra 1 28,983 23,636 22,365 1,271 82 23,116 

II 
rnd i ana 2,547 118 5 164 6,752 5,041 5,041 0 75 5,570 5,090 Illinois 6,465 1,785 149 1,636 28 (1,785) 

Ohio 

"Iichigan 6,285 1,298 716 582 21 0,298) 

Indiana 2,396 1,855 1,855 0 77 1,119 
Wisc~osin 1,541 249 118 131 16 231 

Illinois 6,653 6,487 5,781 706 98 ( 6,487) 4,824 Michigan 4,930 4,473 4,473 0 91 4,350 7,480 !),1 
Hi nnesota 1,320 415 125 290 31 569 

j 
Wisconsin 1,455 1,349 826 523 93 1,367 1,347 i Iowa 919 127 33 94 14 66 

I 
Missouri 2,565 227 12 215 9 206 

Minnesota 1,182 1,031 1,031 0 87 872 
North Dakota 150 30 0 30 20 28 

I 
Iowa 932 613 613 0 66 559 

South Dakota 331 39 9 30 12 39 

,1 
~1 Missouri 2,157 994 994 0 46 998 992 

Nebraska 530 84 19 65 16 88 
~ lIorth Dakota 168 145 145 0 116 155 110 

Kansas 1,594 362 184 178 23 272 1 
South Dakota 320 179 179 0 56 212 203 I/eb~aska 568 427 427 0 75 385 383 I South 61,505 7,077 12 6,316 

~ Kansas 1,470 1,042 1,000 42 71 1,042 1,006 

1

00 

Delaware 3311 6 5 2 ( 6) 

I 
j 

South 54,597 35,675 32,301 3,374 65 38,878 Maryland 4,33~ 357 8 ( 357) Oistrict of ColUmbia 2,788 230 197 ','f'\ 8 ( 230) -.) 

! 

Delaware 257 231 136 95 90 313 207 
Virqinia 2,842 397 26 371 14 352 

Maryland 3,671 2,930 2,514 416 80 2,926 2,426 
liest Virginia 412 53 7 46 13 54 I 

District of" Columbia 1,551 1,053 766 287 68 564 
Nort h Caro 1 i na 6,640 682 10 711 

Virginia 2,459 1,444 1,444 0 59 1,494 1,369 
South Caro 1 i na 3,040 29 12 17 1 162 

I 
West Virginia 432 332 332 0 77 373 286 

Georgia 5,362 359 7 400 
North CarD 1 I na 7,311 5,725 5,725 0 78 7,325 6,420 

Florirla 7,636 1,265 496 (69 17 654 
I South CarD 1f na 2,729 1,671 1,671 0 61 1,153 1,134 

Kentucky 2,438 500 71 429 21 407 
• Georgia 5,880 2,580 2,580 0 44 3,324 2,995 

Tennessee 2,81S 403 14 403) I 

1 Florida 6;'J61 4,857 3,069 1,788 80 5,488 3,283 
Alabama 2,;;lS 155 6 251 I' 

1 Kentucky 2,672 2,242 1,823 419 84 2,244 1,811 MiSSissippi 1,256 237 14 223 19 43S I Tennessee 2,439 1,827 1,597 230 75 2,527 
Arkansas 1,956 581 261 320 30 233 i 

Alabama 2,712 1,515 1,515 0 56 1,702 1,769 
Louisiana 2,438 118 30 88 5 128 ! 

I 'Hssissiopi 1,002 505 505 0 50 1,246 
Oklahoma 2,192 53 53 0 2 65 ) 

I 
Arkansas 1,581 1,361 1,361 0 86 1,350 Texas 12,594 1,652 13 1,465 

I 
1 Louisiana 1,854 468 468 0 25 818 

4,950 22 6,572 I Oklahoma 2,003 837 837 0 42 1,073 West 22,795 Texas 9,983 6,097 5,958 139 61 4,958 4,944 
Montana 459 107 11 96 23 125 Idaho 599 lOS 25 83 18 70 

" 

West 18,830 16,117 15,767 350 86 20,308 
Wyominq 224 13 3 10 6 7 

I 
,I 

334 248 248 
Colorario 1,456 305 81 224 21 327 

/oIontana 
!J 74 205 

New Mexico 683 129 25 104 19 142 

1 Idaho 566 233 233 0 41 230 
Arizona 1,620 339 235 104 21 177 1 

Wyoming 192 98 98 0 51 80 87 
Utah 386 100 35 65 26 120 

Colorado 1,260 964 964 0 76 1,102 
Nevada 829 152 42 110 18 139 

"ew Mexico 673 483 483 0 72 383 455 Arizona 1,352 387 167 220 29 1,056, 
Washinqton 2,249 698 232 466 31 630 '1 

Utah 258 251 251 0 97 238 228 Oregon 1,931 355 88 267 18 318 
Nevada 617 501 501 0 81 562 480 California 11,910 2,585 1,574 1,011 ~22 4,473 I Alaska 258 24 9 13 

~ Washinqton 1,818 1,794 1,794 0 99 1,708 
Hawaii 191 35 26 9 18 31 I 

i Oregon 1,953 1,651 1,651 0 84 1,684 
1,7195 

, 
California 9,466 9,210 9,210 0 97 12,764 

t. 
Sources: Iprisoners in State and Federal Institutions on December 31, 1978, Table 10. Includes j 

Alaska 235 235 105 130 100 ( 235) 
only new court comm',tments and parole Violators returned; escapees and AWOLs returned , prisoners 

IE 

Hawa~i 106 62 62 0 59 61 
returne~ on appeal 'or bond, transfers from other jurisdictions, and other admissions have been Sources: Jprisoners in State and Federal Institutions on December 31, 1978, Table 10. J. excluded. 

(' 

Includes only condi-
I tional releases, unconditional releases, and c1e~ths; escapes, AWOL's, 

release on appeal or bond, transfers 

l' 2lbid ., Table 16. 

I 
to other JUrisdictions, anrl all other releases nave been excluded. 

2 Ibic1 ., Table 13. 
3Aqqreqate Parole nata Form: 1978. The numbers in parenthesis are from National Prisoner Sta-I 
tistics. 

" 
3parole in the United States: 1978, Table 5. The n~lTIbers in parent~esis are from the National Prisoner 

Hate: This table is nut rlirectly comoarable with Table B.6. The individuals counted in this 

t 

Statistics. 

table beqan their prison terms rlurjnq 1978 and most will not be eligible for parole during 

I' 
4IJniform Pa~nle Rp.oorts Entrv Form~ (UPR-21, 1978. 

1978. The indiViduals in Table B.6 tieqan parole ~uring 1978; most of these inaividuals had been nata fro .. so;n~ of the states have been weiq~terl. See 
committed to prison sometime earlier. The parole entry population includes persons released 

i" 

Table n.? in Apoenrlix n. 
from prison ~y authority of a parole ~qenc'y ann those released from prison through mandatory Note: 51nclurles only inrlividuals paroled to the California Oepartment of Youth Authority. conditional rplease. 

I' 

! 
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Table 8.3 U:m:iitment offense, z:vltiple sentences. and prior prison coornitments 
of cersOlls enterinq parole oorinq 1978, by state 

~itne~t offense 
Number of 
sentences 

Prior prison 
cOrrJT1itments 

One or 
Reqioo 
and 
state Total 

.\gains) Aqainrt, Other 
persons property- crimes3 

Two or 
more None more 

IIortheast 
M.aine 
Hew Hamshire 
VerllUlt' 
I'.assaclxlsetts 
Qhooe Islar-:! 
Connecticut 
Ne'>t Yor\; 
Nat' Jersey 
PE'1lrlSY'lIdll;; a 

IIorl;h Central 

OhiO 
Indiana 
1111001S 
I'-C.1IiCWI 
Ili!iccr.sin 

loIirnesota 
la..a 
~issO'.Jri 
'I'wth l1a\;ota 
South !lakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

South 
!J!!la'11are 
!!aryla'ld 
Oistrict of Columbia 
V-t.-qinia 
\lest Vh'ain~a 
Korth Ca':oHna 
South Carolina 
GeOO'"iJia 
n'J'l"i.ja 

Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabema 
~-!ssissiooi 
Ar-kansa!. 
lo:Jisiana 
Qr,;lalJolla 
lexas 

West 

I'.o!ltana 
Idal)o 
lIycminQ 
C.olora1o 
He.t Yexico 
Arizona 
J(tall 
~l:vana 
I/asllioqtoo 
'Oreqon 
f'.alifornia (eyA. only) 
Alaslca 
Ha;caii 

120 
165 

6,210 
3,584 
2,370 

5,090 

4,824 
7,400 
1,347 

m 
110 
203 
383 

1,006 

207 
2,426 

1,359 
286 

6,420 
1,134 
2,995 
3,283 
1,811 

1,769 

4,944 

87 

455 

228 
400 

1,719 

49 
49 

2,990 
1,530 
1,166 

1,810 

2,124 
2,490 

393 

268 
23 
30 

101 
221 

75 
994 

533 
65 

1,569 
465 
790 

1,216 
701 

754 

24 

13.~ 

66 
103 

676 

43 
75 

1,210 
970 
n3 

2,400 

1,956 
3,340 

765 

588 
64 

125 
217 
597 

84 
842 

596 
154 

2,664 
439 

1,725 
1,443 

862 

672 

2,814 

53 

173 

121 
187 

879 

21 
35 

1,740 
743 
413 

790 

708 
1,640 

188 

136 
22 
48 
4B 

144 

42 
518 

234 
60 

2,099 
214 
460 
600 

189 

946 

10 

9B 

41 
85 

144 

85 
140 

5,300 
1,479 
1,713 

3,920 

4,692 
6,130 

8B4 
92 

184 
334 
686 

144 
1,676 

1,052 
257 

5,66B 
706 

2,120 
2,999 
1,265 

1,255 

4,150 

81 

365 

185 
337 

1,706 

34 
22 

730 
1,905 

610 

1,090 

96 
350 

lOB 
17 
19 
4B 

276 

60 
744 

316 
22 

664 
41B 
870 
284 

493 

425 

78B 

6 

44 

4,3 
29 

13 

40 
110 

3,760 

1,144 

3,020 

3,696 
4,B90 

860 
61 

167 
241 
811 

120 

1,119 
209 

2,300 
629 

1,390 

1,447 

39B2 

76 

293 

153 
250 

66 
38 

2,150 

1,120 

1,700 

912 
2,540 

12B 
48 
36 

129 
146 

69 

142 
67 

615 
493 
316 

233 

B22 

11 

101 

56 
126 

Source: Uniform Parole '!eportS)Entry foras (UPR-2l, 1978. Oata from some of the st~tes have bee!' 
weighted. See Table Q.2 in Appendix O. The nu;ber of ~issing values for conviction offense and prior 
recor1 ~y be OOQDUted by subtractinQ the s~ of the categories from the total. The parole entry population 
inclu1es persons released from prison by ~thority of a parole agency and those released from prison through 
gannatory conditional r~lease. 

Iotes: 1Inclu1es sur1e ~'manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault, and Simple assault. 

2Inclooes larceny, theft, motor vehicl!' !lIeft, arson, forqery, counterfeiting, fraud, embezzlement, and 
stolen oroperty. 

3Includes c~cial and non-c~cl~l sex offenses, alcohol law violations, weapon offense, escape, and 
!'1l other offenses. 

4~ay include t,altiple cnunts nf the sa.e offense type where no second offense type was identif!~¢. 

Table B.4 Maximum sentence imposed on persons entering parole dUrinq 1978, 
hy maior crime cateQories and state (in months) 

fleqion 
an~ 
st~te 

Northeast 
Maine 
New HampslJire 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Islann 
Connecticut 
New York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 

Horth Central 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 
\.Iisconsin 
Minnesota 
Iowa 
Missouri 
NortlJ Dakota 
South Oa~ota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

South 
Oelaware 
Marvl and 
District of Columbia 
VirQinia 
West Virginia 
North Caro Ii na 
South Carolina 
GeorQia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

We!i't 
Montana 
Ic1alJo 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 

~lashinlJton 
Oreqon 
California ICYA only) 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

All crimes 

Numbpr Medianl 
of cases q~arti1es4 

67 
154 

540 
1,42B 
2,148 

455 

364 
672 

229 
92 

IBS 
334 
300 

59 
1,027 

563 
20B 

5,032 
1,074 

547 
l,B4B 
1,421 

163 

1,804 

83 

230 

300 

250 

36 60 BO 
40 55 76 

37 60 104 
60 61 B4 
41 60 110 

60 120 226 

5B 83 107 
47 70 129 

27 48 61 
19 23 35 
18 24 36 
36 48 72 

119 120 228 

19 36 72 
23 47 94 

47 60 96 
118 120 1:.'2 
15 35 67 
3B 72 120 
36 60 B4 
41 62 121 
24 60 120 

46 lIB 179 

36 58 99 

36 48 72 

45 73 105 

46 60 85 

53 64 74 

Crimes1 
against persons 

Number Medi an! 
of cases quart i 1es 

'n 
4!i 

279 
634 

1,097 

170 

163 
224 

62 
18 
30 
90 
73 

24 
465 

204 
47 

1,351 
448 
151 
695 
552 

91 

507 

21 

75 

92 

107 

40 74 110 
41 68 117 

4B 72 108 
60 65 120 
54 80 120 

120 190 300 

72 96 143 
65 129 131 

54 62 120 
20 45 78 
36 52 83 
4B 70 120 

1BO 239 300 

15 42 115 
36 67 120 

59 83 121 
111 143 216 

37 72 117 
72 120 156 
69 95 120 
54 122 187 
60 120 179 

118 120 235 

59 105 175 

4B 72 120 

69 75 300 

60 89 120 

54 66 75 

riO. 

Crimes2 
against property 

Number Median! 
of cas,~s quarti 1es 

20 
73 

lOB 
415 
660 

209 

145 
302 

137 
54 

110 
127 
182 

25 
362 

254 
115 

2,011 
420 
314 
812 
701 

55 

927 

52 

101 

136 

118 

16 50 76 
40 53 69 

36 39 56 
41 60 63 
35 53 70 

60 62 179 

56 71 92 
42 49 90 

24 36 55 
21 23 34 
IB 24 36 
36 38 60 

119 119 120 

20 36 49 
21 36 60 

36 50 75 
119 120 i20 

16 32 53 
36 60 84 
36 59 72 
3B 60 64 
23 35 60 

30 46 90 

34 53 66 

36 48 60 

45 71 94 

36 49 61 

53 64 73 
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Other crimes3 

Number Median! 
of cases quarti 1es 

14 
32 

153 
379 
391 

"76 

56 
146 

30 
20 
45 
57 
45 

10 
200 

105 
46 

1,670 
206 
82 

341 
16B 

17 

370 

10 

54 

72 

25 

34 68 80 
34 56 7B 

37 48 300 
37 60 62 
35 48 69 

60 74 120 

53 71 B4 
39 49 162 

43 60 88 
13 22 34 
12 18 30 
24 36 60 
60 119 239 

14 24 46 
16 32 59 

36 60 74 
60 119 122 
11 22 40 
30 48 84 
35 48 72 
37 55 63 
23 48 71 

23 32 43 

35 58 106 

33 42 60 

42 57 77' 

37 58 e72 

47 61 68 

Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Forms (UPR-2), 197B. The number of cases is the unweighted sample size used to 
compute t~e median and Quartiles. Cases are excluded where the type of most recent admission to prison does not include 
a ~ew court cOIT!11Hment. I! 

"otes: lIncludes murder, manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault, and simple assault. ' 

2Inclu~es larceny, theft, motor vehicle theft, arson, forqery, counterfeitinq, fraud, embezz;~ment, and stolen property. 

3Includes commercial and non-:ommerciftl~sex offenses, alcohol law violations, weapon offenses, escape, and all other 
offenses. 

4Merlian statistics are presented in !lold type. Fifty ~'ercent of th~ cases fall between the first quartile (25th per
centile) and the third quartile (75th percentile). The first quartile (to the left of the median) may be interpreted as 
the point in the distribution of months served where 25 percent of the parole entry population falls below and 75 perce~t 
falls above. The thi~d quartile (to the riqht of the median) is the point where 75 percent of the parole entry p~pu1at10n 
falls below an~ 25 percent falls above. EXamination of the first and third quartiles, together with the median, 1S useful in 
understandinq the shape ann range of each distri~ution. 

I"._._~-~-~~--------------,,-----~---~--~---,,,,-~----------
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Table 8.5 Maximum sentence imposed on persons entering parole during 1978, 
by selected crime types and state (in months) 

Region 
and 
state 

All crimes Robbery Burglary Narcotics 

IIortheast 
Maine 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
Mass achu setts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
New York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 

North Central 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
MiclJigan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Iowa 
Missouri 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

South 
Delaware 
Maryl and 
District of Columbia 
Virginia 
West Virgin'ia 
North Caro 1 i na 
South Caro 11 na 
Georgia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 

__ ~ississippi 
AFK'lI/lsas 
louisliiri'a 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

West 
Montana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 
Washington 
Oreqon 
Cal filorn i a (CYA only) 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

Number 
of cases 

67 
154 

540 
1,428 
2,148 

4<;5 

364 
672 

229 
92 

185 
334 
300 

59 
1,027 

563 
208 

5,032 
1,074 

547 
1,848 
1,421 

163 

1,804 

83 

230 

300 

250 

Median/ 
quarti lesl 

36 60 80 
40 55 76 

37 60 104 
60 61 84 
41 60 110 

60 120 226 

58 83 107 
47 70 129 

27 48 61 
19 23 35 
18 24 36 
36 48 72 

119 120 228 

19 36 72 
23 47 94 

47 60 96 
118 120 122 

15 35 67 
38 72 120 
36 60 J4 
41 62 121 
24 60 120 

46 118 179 

36 58 99 

36 48 72 

45 73 105 

46 60 85 

53 64 74 

Number 
of cases 

9 
20 

2;)1 
366 
523 

115 

109 
130 

40 
8 

1.1 
38 
33 

9 
254 

111 
20 

585 
199 
101 
393 
288 

50 

306 

8 

31 

lI8 

64 

Median/ 
quartiles 

35 58 79 
42 74 107 

48 60 94 
60 66 120 
49 69 117 

171 240 300 

72 94 132 
91 130 131 

60 61 107 
24 51 55 
36 51 61 
66 95 180 

239 240 300 

31 84 131 
57 95 131 

59 72 119 
120 132 216 

51 77 118 
108 120 149 

72 84 119 
65 122 181 
84 120 121 

118 119 175 

60 102 146 

24 55 81 

69 126 306 

59 83 95 

55 69 79 

Number 
f)f cases 

8 
49 

68 
257 
395 

107 

113 
153 

81 
24 
55 
94 
85 

22 
189 

139 
48 

951 
221 
198 
521 
380 

29 

609 

22 

54 

5B 

74 

Median/ 
quartiles 

24 59 99 
39 53 64 

36 48 50 
60 61 64 
36 58 76 

60 118 180 
-

59 76 93 
48 86 91 

24 36 59 
21 30 41 
18 30 37 
36 48 64 

119 119 120 

23 
26 

48 
119 

19 
48 
36 
39 
24 

28 

35 

36 
46 

60 
120 
36 
72 
60 
60 

36 

43 

57 

50 
70 

92 
121 

59 
108 

,72 
64 
61 

87 

70 

36 42 60 

45 72 103 

36 58 71 

54 67 75 

Number 
of cases 

3 
5 

73 
201 
175 

37 

35 
94 

20 
7 

26 
27 
22 

7 
86 

78 
15 

452 
123 

65 
256 
100 

10 

298 

3 

22 

45 

11 

Median/ 
quartiles 

170 300 300 
60 60 62 
36 57 66 

60 60 120 

60 72 84 
39 65 154 

48 60 79 
14 22 34 
12 24' 32 
24 26 48 

120 239 240 

12 
23 

47 
59 
20 
36 
33 
36 
17 

22 

36 

24 36 
36 71 

60 80 
60 106 
32 40 
60 108 
48 72 
52 62 
36 61 

29 61 

59 109 

42 45 72 

36 48 72 

47 63 68 

Sourc~: Uniform Parole ~eports Entry Forms (lJPR-21,.1978. The number of cases is the unweighted sample size used to 
comoute the median and quartiles. Medians and quartlles are not provided when the number of cases is 5 or less Cases 
are excluded where the type of most recent admission to prison does not include a new court commitment. • 

1 :, 
lIote: MedWn statistics are presented in bold type. Fifty percent 'Df the cases fall between the first quartile f25th 
percentile) and trte third quartile (75th percentile). The first quartile (to the left of the median) may be interpreted 
as the point in the distribution of months served where 25 percent of the parole entry population falls below and 75 percent 
falls above. The third quartile (to the right of the median) is the pOint where 75 percent of the parole entry population 
falls below and 25 percent falls above. Examination of the first and third quartiles together with the median is useful 
1n understanding the shape and range of each distribution. ' , 
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Table B.6 Type of admission to prison of persons 
enterinQ parole during 1978, by state 

Probation violation Parole violation Reqion 
and 
state Total 

New court New No new New No new Other Missing 
commitments sentence sentence sentence sentence admissions1 data 

Northeast 
Maine 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
MassacfJusetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
New York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 

North Central 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michiqan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Iowa 
"lissouri 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

South 
Delaware 
"laryl and 
District of Columbia 
Virqinia 
West Virqinia 
North Carolina 
South Caro 11 na 
Georgia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
louisi ana 
Ok 1 afJoma 
TplIas 

West 
Montana 
Icla"o 
'~yominq 
Colorado 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevaria 
Washington 
Oregon 
California (CVA only) 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

120 
165 

6,210 
3,584 
2,370 

5,090 

4,824 
7,480 
1,347 

992 
110 
203 
383 

1,006 

207 
2,426 

1,369 
286 

6,42u 
1,134 
2,995 
3,283 
1,811 

1,769 

4,944 

87 

455 

228 
480 

1,719 

58 
137 

4,530 
2,179 
1,978 

3,630 

4,188 
5,040 

740 

808 
89 

181 
311 
590 

171 
2,058 

1,233 
239 

4,942 
1,008 
2,510 
3,150 
1,282 

1,399 

2,810 

82 

338 

177 
238 

1,178 

o 
5 

430 
o 

34 

45() 

108 
3 
8 
7 

74 

18 
274 

38 
7 
o 

74 
220 

15 
76 

206 

776 

2 

9 

2 
53 

40 

o 
o 

100 
19 
19 

230 

o 
50 
45 

56 
9 

10 
16 
79 

o 
8 

24 
8 
o 

14 
155 

15 

100 

69 

1,260 

2 
, 

35 
1 

59 

20 

20 
10 

480 
225 
163 

550 

288 
460 

93 

4 
3 
o 

22 
55 

o 
22 

27 
10 
90 
20 
55 
29 

74 

o 

42 

o 
5 

24 
7 

257 

38 
7 

380 
601 
116 

70 

228 
490 

96 

16 
5 
3 

25 
137 

6 
24 

26 
8 

208 
4 

40 
11 

183 

7 

6 

1 

17 

17 
12 

19;;/ 
(f-

/.1 

" -

2 
o 

30 
o 
p 

30 

o 
180 

o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
2 

o 
16 

o 
2 

1,092 
o 
o 
3 

41 

o 

o 

o 
3 

o 
3 

o 

Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Forms (UPR-2), 1978. Oata from some of the states have been weighted. 
See Table 0.2 in Appendix n. This table is not directly comparable with Table B.2. The individuals spunt~d 
in this table be9an parole during 1978 ancl therefore began their prisun terms sometime earlier. The i~divld
uals counted in Table B.2 be9an thejr p"ison terms in 1978; most of these individuals were not e11gibl;e for 
parole during 1978. The parole entry population InclUdes persons released from prison by authority 0~1 a 
parole agency ancl those released from prison through mandatory co~~itional release. ' 

,-
Note: 1Inc1udes transfers from other jurisdictions, escapees and AWOls returned, and prisoners returned on 
appeal or bond. __ ~~~_ 

2 
6 

260 
560 

60 

130 

120 
210 

o 

o 
1 
1 
2 

67 

12 
24 

21 
11 
88 
14 
15 
60 
55 

89 

50 

o 
48 

7 
108 

34 

\ , 



p 
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T~blu n.7 Time snrv~d ~y persons entering parole during 1978, 
bv major crime categories and state (In months) 

• Ilpqlon 
~nd 

~t"tl' 

All crtntes 

Number Medlanl 
of c~ses quartlles4 

Crimes l 
against persons 

Number Med I anI 

() 

Crimes2 
against property 

Number Melli an! 

Other crimes3 

Ilumber Median/ 
of cases quart i les of cases quartiles of cases quart iles '---------------------------------------------------------------------North<!\\st 

M",,,,, 
Nt!W H~mp$l1f''\' 
\'l'rm\lnt 
~,\S~"I:I1\15l'tt~ 
1l11t'<ll' 1$1{1'1<1 
toon(,1: ti cu t 
NI'w Yor\: 
~\'W \1~1·$i.'\, 
"{'n"svlvan 1\\ 

~rth CmtNl 

!\lit" 
l ... ~t"n:\ 
IIHlXlts 
"lelll\3~1'1 
"'StMS\1'I 

}.\h1nt'sl't~ 
t~\\ 
~Hss\';J"'i 
~\, .. t" (',\\("h 
S--:I\'" '~\:I't..\ 
I\l'~'\~s\:" 
\;M~"S 

~t1\ 

''1(0'.",,,~ .... 
~.!"'\ ''\'',~ 
""'~tr'~t ",r :Ol~~ll 
\ ""~'!'\'a 
"'I>~t hr~\!'\'.t. 
~~ .... t:~ ~7'~~~ 11 )~3 
~!)'Jt~ Q"~.It.~ ~ 'lll 
!'~~~'.a 
;:1t~¥~~a 

\~\.,;:"" 
"t''\~~St>l' 
~~a~l!",~ 
"'~SS'SS';1~' 

;;!,~~"'S~'!i 
1t~~i'Si~""i~ 
"'l\. ~a"'~11\l 
r'l>X~S 

~·tJi,,!;ll 
~~ll~ 
"'\'~'''''~ 
~~"!!i'Y"~;\'" 
~ ~~.,.~~ 
:~~"':~"lo)~ 
;'t~", 
Vt~~,,~ 

\.l!S""~'l:~ 
~~~ 
~ll~'~~'a ' ... '~ .:1"',' 
li'a'Sf;,\ 
"'lN~'" 

69 
155 

549 
l!,l!ti 
:?,Hil 

~s 
::1;) 

S\i~~~ 
l,o:n 

553 
~,SSIl 

l,,~::" 

-'SS 

IS :lJ 40 
10 14 Z1 

:11 26 38 
10 11 34 
1:1 ro 33 

12 Z2 38 

"1 16 28 
14 2l 33 
13 21 30 

9 13 ~ 
1(1 14 22 
6 9 16 

13 l!l 33 
l~ 16 25 

$ 16 ~ 
~ 16 l5 

1S ~ 35 
ro 31 -\S 
S 15 30 

15 ~8 43 
1.3 ro Sg 
1S ~1 S9 

33 
49 

279 
1,137 
1,104 

170 

164 
224 
:E5 

::~5 
~9 

1,:El 
~:> 
1~ 
69] 
~~ 

16 32 45 
14 17 29 

24 32 48 
14 25 42 
l~ 25 42 

IS 31 46 

13 23 38 
19 31 51 
18 27 39 

14 24 46 
15 23 40 
S 11 33 

21 31 54 
18 2S 33 

11 2S 47 
12 2S 50 

19 31 49 
35 53 11 
15 ~ 51 
25 -41 6ll 
~4 -41 59 
l?9 .co 64 
lJ 27 41 

31 .co 61 

l!l 27 53 

~5 23 ~l 

~3 35 4S 
::5 ~1 {l 

22 
13 

109 
528 
66ii 

213 

151 
3n4 
680 

137 
54 

110 
189 
184 

27 
354 

275 
115 

2,011 
426 
317 
817 

7Q5 

55 

935 

52 

102 

104 
136 

11'9 

7 25 35 
10 14 19 

19 24 31 
8 11 20 

11 17 25 

11 19 34 

7 13 21 
13 18 26 
13 18 26 

8 10 16 
10 13 17 
6 10 16 

13 20 29 
11 14 21 

8 15 25 
6 11 22 

13 20 29 
19 27 40 
8 14 25 

13 22 37 
12 16 26 
17 23 30 
7 13 19 

8 12 31 

7 13 22 

12 18 24 

14 20 28 

18 21 33 
12 15 22 

6 a 11 

14 
33 

161 
511 
393 

77 

56 
146 
171 

30 
20 
45 
58 
45 

10 
201 

125 
46 

1,670 
209 
82 

346 
168 

17 

374 

10 

54 

36 
72 

26 

18 32 41 
8 11 18 

18 24 30 
9 13 26 

11 16 25 

11 17 29 

7 10 18 
12 18 27 
11 19 26 

13 19 30 
9 11 18 
5 6 10 

11 15 21 
12 16 22 

7 
4 

14 
19 
6 

11 
11 
15 
7 

7 

7 

12 

9 
9 

21 
2-4 
11 
17 
13 
21 
13 

9 

15 

15 

12 17 

25 32 
12 14 

6 9 

20 
24 

30 
37 
22 
31 
22 
29 
23 

18 

26 

24 

27 

44 
24 

11 

~! ;I~'''~ ;,~~ .. ~ 'l::1>';)1I"1:t t .. .tT''' ';'~ ;~..:2'~ Zl'S?~, ':~ l'I~ cf uses 1$ the unweighted sample she used to compute 
~'lt!> llII'."'lI''' ~,,~~,..~~''t'S. "";lll!! 'Stn"\'t':! ~'n ;::l~~ ~;;~to s'er.t~n::;';n~ ~s {!s~ ~:n the computation of time served. Cases are 

~>t:"t"<J'l'!' ...... l1-~ ':t~ hme 'l:iI' 1IJ!'S't ~""I'llt ~i~"nn tl) ilI""is:m ::l:>es ,Tlet ~llt~lde <l! new court cOlm\Itment. 

~S! !';~"IJ~~ ~l1IL""~ .. 'lIIlI~!;'lIlIli"'t~, t~~1i':e '!"~~, "'~erv~ ~gr!.\'!'U!:J 1$sau1t, and simple assault. 

':'>~'l!'1~" '~~~, ~~~ .. ~~~ \-ellk':l! ~, .lIr:SO'/:,. ~~ry, \t:tUI!'l't~f~,t~llll, fnud, eml>enlement, and stolen property. 

:'I:,,~-,,'Ie<; -t'~~,~" ~ 1Il:n-..;t~~"~' ~lC ~i"'f~~, ~"~nl:l"1)' ~aw "'io~l!ti=. 'Wl!lpOn Offenses, escape
l 

and ft) 1 other Offenses. 

~~".lJ" \t"''t''St~~ ~ ~~'tM ~n ~~!l~, 'f~ftv .,~~t Itff ~e nS5 f"'~. 'hetwl.'en the first quartllc (25th percentile) 
:&11'<' ~'* ~",,,,,, to<f"''t''i~ '."'I~'h l~~nt'~b':~~. ~ ~~"'$'t. <l:!l>lJ:I"h.e ~tt\ 'tM 1;5't ~'f the 1l1l!d~ln) may be interpreted as the point in 
'\:'It> !'.~'t .. "Itt':>" ~ '1nmlt't:!;; ~rt'~ .~.::'5 'P!!I"~tit itif the ~~,e i!!r.~.Y 'PIlllC'llltl0tl 'fans ~elow ~nd 75 percent (aIls above. The 
l"'~!'~ ~lJtr<'t·,,!, ,~tlt'hl> .... ~~\)'t ~'t ~~~!'i!~~b\;S t"'~ iill:~t:~ ~"N:")'5 :per.t:eTjt (if th!!iPl!rol~ entry population 'aIls below and 25 percent 
4':)) .'!'; .lJ!/~. !'I;ll!t.,~'t'1)n til ~ "'..-s': iIItlll ... h~'/'i! .;q~::.~ t'S" ~~ ",nth \the 111ediflltl, lS Ilseful in undcr~tandln!l the shape and ".)f'n~~ t'" t-:et~ ~"~''''Ibt..l'''.~ .. 

Table B.B Time served by persons entering parole durin9 1978, 
by selected crime types and state (in months) 

Region 
and 
state 

Northeast 

Maine 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 

New York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 

North Central 

Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michlqan 
Wisconsin 

Minnesota 
Iowa 
Missouri 
North Oakota 
South nakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

SOuth 

Delaware 
"1arvland 
District of Columbia 
Virginia 
West Virginia 
North Caro 1 i na 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Florida 

Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
"1ississippi 

Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

West 

Montana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Col or arlo 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 

Washington 
Oregon 
California (eVA only) 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

All crimes 

Number Median! 
of cases quarti1es1 

69 
155 

549 
2,176 
2,161 

460 

37l 
674 

1,206 

229 
94 

185 
338 
306 

61 
1,034 

646 
210 

5,032 
1,087 

553 
1,860 
1,427 

162 

1,821 

83 

231 

200 
301 

256 

15 30 40 
10 14 21 

21 26 38 
10 17 34 
12 20 33 

12 22 3B 

7 16 28 
14 22 33 
13 21 30 

9 13 25 
10 14 22 

6 9 16 
13 21 33 
12 16 25 

8 16 34 
7 16 36 

15 24 36 
20 30 46 
8 15 30 

15 28 43 
13 20 39 
18 27 39 

10 16 28 

13 31 50 

9 17 30 

12 

13 

18 
12 

7 

18 

19 

27 
17 

10 

27 

32 

44 
28 

14 

Robbery 

Number Median! 
of cases quart iles 

9 
20 

201 
635 
526 

115 

110 
130 
217 

40 
9 

11 
39 
36 

9 
255 

135 
22 

585 
200 
102 
394 
288 

50 

310 

8 

31 

33 
48 

65 

8 11 38 
13 21 31 

24 30 45 
14 23 38 
14 24 36 

18 29 44 

12 22 37 
19 31 45 
22 31 42 

14 22 40 
19 22 31 
9 21 34 

31 41 65 
22 28 33 

19 39 48 
21 36 56 

19 30 43 
44 55 94 
21 34 51 
35 42 56 
25 41 56 
30 39 58 
22 28 39 

29 38 48 

22 32 46 

12 

18 

28 
15 

9 

21 

31 

36 
22 

12 

34 

43 

48 
30 

15 

Burglary 

Number Median! 
of cases quart iles 

10 
49 

69 
336 
397 

109 

116 
154 
370 

81 
24 
55 
94 
86 

22 
189 

150 
48 

951 
224 
200 
526 

383 

29 

617 

22 

54 

52 
58 

75 

12 25 37 
11 14 18 

20 24 32 
8 12 23 

12 18 28 

11 22 37 

7 13 21 
15 21 27 
13 18 26 

8 11 18 
11 16 23 
6 9 16 

13 20 32 
11 15 24 

10 16 26 
9 15 31 

15 23 31 
20 29 41 

9 15 27 
17 26 40 
12 19 32 
18 24 31 

8 14 23 

8 11 27 

8 15 23 

13 

13 

18 
12 

6 

18 

21 

22 
17 

8 

24 

30 

35 
25 

11 
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Narcotics 

Number Median! 
of cases quarti les 

3 
5 

81 15 23 35 
264 9 13 26 
175 11 18 25 

37 11 16 23 

35 7 9 17 
94 13 18 26 
90 11 19 26 

20 13 19 27 
7 8 11 12 

26 5 7 10 
27 11 14 21 
22 11 16 20 

7 
87 

90 
15 

452 
124 

65 
260 

100 

10 

300 

3 

22 

13 
45 

11 

5 8 12 
6 15 32 

15 23 30 
14 19 29 
9 15 23 

13 21 38 
11 13 22 
15 21 26 
7 12 17 

6 9 '23 

8 16 28 

11 

18 
12 

9 

18 

26 
13 

11 

26 

30 
21 

15 

F (UPR-2) 1978. The number of cases is the unl'<eighted samp1,e size used to 
Source: Uniform Paro~e Rep~~is Ent~r o~~~ved in j~il prior to sentencing is used in the computation of time served. 
compute the median an quar t es. id mdewh~n the number of cases is 5 or less. Cases are excluded where the type of most Medians and quartiles are no prove. 
recent admission to orison does not include a new court commitment. 

1 b d Fifty C!nt of the cases fall between the first quartile (25th Note: Median stat.istics are presented in 01 type. p~~c uartile (to the left of the median) may be interpreted 
percentil~) and the t~ird quartile (75thhPercentJle~~reT~~ ~~~ceni of the parole entry population falls below and 75 percent 
as the pOlnt In till;! ?lJtritJut~~n (~ m~~t s '~h~v~f ~he median) is the point where 75 percent of the parole entrY population 
falls above. The tfllr quarftl,e b

O 
e rEx\mination of the first and third qUartiles, together with the median, is useful falls nelow and 25 percent a s a ove. 

in vnderstandinq the shape and ranqe of each distribution. 
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Table C.1 Time served in prison by persons entering parole during 1976, 1977 
1977, 1978, and 1979, for all crime types, by state (in months) 

Reqi on 
and 
state 

Northeast 
Maine 
I/pw Hampshire 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
qhode Island 
Connecticut 
/lew Vork 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 

IIorth Central 
O~io 

Indiana 
Illinois 
Michiqan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Iowa 
~issou"i 
North Dakota 
South Oa~ota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

South 
Oe1aware 
Mary1 and 
District of Columbia 
Virqinia 
West Virginia 
I/orth Cara 1 i na 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Flo~irla 

Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisi ana 
Ok1 ahoma 
Texas 

West 
"'ontana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
N~w "lexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 
Washington 
Oreqon 
California (CYA onlyl 
A1asl(a 
Hawaii 

1976 

Number Median/ 
of cases quarti1es1 

518 
105 

249 
1,306 
2,718 

414 

2,091 
617 
505 

243 
306 
109 
132 
269 
762 

84 

316 
1,761 

297 
907 
898 
503 

2,860 
1,179 
1,194 

342 

692 

4,264 

179 
45 

351 

178 

397 
24 

6 9 15 
7 11 18 

14 19 27 
9 14 29 

10 17 30 

11 17 27 

8 13 20 
12 19 28 
15 20 30 

14 17 24 
7 10 17 
8 12 18 
5 10 15 

11 16 26 
11 14 24 

6 12 20 

5 14 32 
9 18 35 

13 19 31 
11 19 33 
13 21 41 
11 14 21 
11 18 29 
7 13 24 

12 17 31 
5 12 26 

6 11 19 

9 17 30 

11 14 24 
13 18 24 

9 17 32 

23 36 58 

8 11 15 
13 22 24 

1977 

Number Median/ 
of cases quart iles 

237 
185 

509 
857 

2,820 

497 

3,068 
583 
710 

248 
105 
212 
343 
866 

216 
1,176 

403 
1,129 

278 
748 

1,205 
1,231 
2,280 
1,204 

570 
232 

6,092 

134 
44 

251 

39 
398 

346 

9 16 23 
7 11 22 

15 20 31 
8 11 23 

10 18 30 

10 19 32 

8 15 23 
13 19 27 
14 20 29 

6 10 18 
9 13 18 
6 10 17 

11 17 26 
11 15 21 

6 10 20 
5 12 29 

11 21 40 
9 17 34 

17 24 36 
12 21 37 
14 24 41 
12 18 32 
14 22 32 
8 13 25 

12 17 28 
7 15 33 

9 17 28 

12 18 26 
13 20 30 

8 14 28 

24 27 53 
11 18 27 

6 9 13 

Number 
of cases 

69 
155 

549 
2,176 
2,161 

460 

371 
674 

1,206 

229 
94 

185 
338 
306 

61 
1,034 

646 
210 

5,032 
1,087 

553 
1,860 
1,427 

162 

1,821 

83 

231 

200 
301 

256 

1978 

Median/ 
quartiles 

15 30 40 
7 12 17 

17 ~3 33 
9 15 33 

12 20 33 

11 20 35 

7 15 28 
13 19 30 
13 21 30 

7 12 22 
9 11 20 
6 8 15 

12 20 32 
11 15 24 

8 16 31 
5 14 32 

10 17 28 
19 27 42 
7 15 30 

14 26 41 
12 19 36 
16 24 36 
7 13 25 

10 28 47 

9 17 30 

12 IS 25 

12 18 31 

18 27 44 
11 14 24 

7 10 14 

Number 
of cases 

33 
135 

100 

1,951 
722 

5,438 

507 
406 

1,413 

237 
76 

145 
328 

137 
921 

513 
238 

4,009 
1,198 

405 
676 

1,209 

492 

58 
85 

463 

345 

284 

1979 

Medianl 
quartiles 

13 38 49 
7 11 19 

8 16 34 

8 13 30 
11 19 32 

10 20 36 

8 15 28 
14 20 33 
13 21 32 

7 10 25 
8 12 17 
6 10 17 

12 21 37 

8 14 30 
6 16 32 

6 17 31 
19 27 42 
6 15 32 

17 29 50 
12 17 33 
17 27 43 
6 13 26 

10 16 29 

15 24 36 
13 21 36 

13 23 38 

10 12 19 

9 12 15 

Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entrv Forms (IJPR-2). The number of cases is the unweighted sample size used to compute 
the median and quartiles. Some of the fiqures reported in this table for 1976 and 1977 may differ from those reported in 
Characteristics of the Parole PopUlation: 1977 anri Characteristics of the Parole Population: 1978. The median number of 
months served in prison excludes persons on reparole on their original sentence for all four years presented. The figures 
in the earlier reports did not. Some of the fiqures reported in this table for 1978 and 1979 may differ from those re
ported in Tah1p,s A.8, A.9, 8.8, and B.9. Net time credits allowed from jail by judge or statute were not collected prior 
to 1978 and hence, to aid in comparison, have been excluded from the computation of time served for 1978 and 1979 in this 
table. Time served in jail prior to sentencing (i.e., net time credits) for 1978 and 1979 is presented in Table C.2. 

Note: 1Median statistics arlC presented in hold type. Fifty percent of the cases fall between the first quartfle (25th 
percentile) anrl the third quartile (75th percentile). The first quartile (to the left of the median) may be interpreted 
as the point in the rlistribution of months served where 25 percent of the parole entry population falls below and 75 percent 
falls above. The third quartile (to the r'ight of the median) is the point where 75 percent of the parole entry popUlation 
falls below and 25 percent falls above. Examination of the first and third quarti1es, together with the median, is useful in 
understanding the shape and ranqe of each distribution. 

Table C.2 Tim~ sl'rved in jail orior t.o sentencinQ for persons entering 
oarole rlurinq 1978 anti 1979, by state (in nays) 

Reqion 
an':! 
Stilt~ 

Northeast 
'1aine 
Npw ~amo~hire 
Vermont 
r.'ass achu setts 
qnorle Is1anrl 
ronnl'cticut 
Ne\</ York 
"lew Jersey 
Ppnnsylvania 

!forth Central 
Ohio 
Inriiana 
Illinois 
"Iichiqan 
Wisconsin 
Hi nnesota 
Iowa 
"1issouri 
North Da~ota 
South na~ota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

South 
nelaware 
"1arylanri 
District of Columhia 
Virqinia 
West Virqinia 
North r.arolina 
South r.aro I i na 
lieorqia 
F10rirta 
Kentuc~y 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
'~i ss iss ippi 
A"kansas 
Louisiana 
O~lahoma 
Texas 

West 
',Iontana 
ltiano 
Hyominq 
ro10rado 
New "lexico 
Arizona 
IItah 
Nevacta 
\·lashingt(1n 
Oreqan 
California (CVA only) 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

fo/umber 
of cases 

22 
155 

564 

412 

661 

243 

51 

649 
222 

583 
1,665 
1,575 

244 

363 

1978 

Medianl 
qUartiles l 

o 0 12 
6 64 129 

48 120 210 

20 60 98 

41 108 

19 72 120 

o 8 104 

82 153 241 
19 60 123 

1 21 56 
211 75 130 

24 64 125 

50 123 

24 72 12q 

Num':ler 
of cases 

136 

432 

244 

130 

525 
254 

814 
429 
686 

1,339 

57 

425 

1979 

Median/ 
quartiles 

2 64 155 

11 51 116 

16 68 145 

o 60 149 

80 142 222 
14 66 162 

11 36 90 
1 18 56 

16 75 128 
25 68 123 

8 41 80 

14 68 118 

Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entrv Forms (UPR-2). The n~mher of 
cases is the unweighted sample size used to compute the mecilans and 
Quartiles. 

Note: IMerlian statistics are presented in bold type. ~ift.Y percent of 
the cases fall hetween the first quarti1: (25th oe~cent'le) and t~e 
thi d quarti1~ (75th nercentile). The flrst qllartl1e (to the left of 
t,,/ meciian) may be interpreted as the point in the ~istribution of days 
served wherp 7.5 oercpnt of the parole entry popu1atlory falls below a~d 
75 p~rcent falls above. The third quartile (to the rlght,of the Oedlan) 
i~ tl]e point where 75 oercent of the parole entr.v,popu1atlon ,falls below 
and 25 percent falls above. Examinat~on of the ,flrst and thlrd 
quartiles, toqether with the mprlian. lS useful ln understanding the 
shape and ranqe of each nistrihution. 

Table C.2 / Appendix C 43 



AppendixD 
Data collection method and forms 

Tables 

D.1 State agencies providing offender-based data on persons 
entering parole during 1978 and/or 1979 

D.2 Reported cases and the estimated number of persons 
entering parole during 1979 in participating states 

D.3 Reported cases and the estimated number of persons 
entering parole during 1978 in participating states 

DA Ordering of states by region 

Exhibits 

D.1 Uniform Parole Reports Entry Form (UPR-2) 

Preceding page blank 



". -,-~, 

46 Appendix D 

Data collection methods and forms 

Sourr.es of data 

Parole/ corrections agencies in participating states (listed in 
Table D.1) provide data to UPR voluntarily. The UPR data 
collection form for entry data appears as Exhibit D.l. Data 
are reported either on these forms or on machine readable 
tape. 

Sample design 

Some of the states using handscored entry data forms do not 
report data on all persons entering parole. These states submit 
lists of names of all persons entering parole; these lists provide 
the sampling from from which random samples are selected. 
The states that submit automated data include all persons 
entering parole; however, subsequent followup data are based 
on random samples. 

Sample sizes are determined by the size of the state's 
parole entry popUlation, the completeness of the data, and 
the method by which the data are submitted. A standard 
random number generating software package is used to identify 
the specific cases to be included in each sample; all cases 
have an equal probability of being selected. (A few states 
unabk to supply simple random samples supply stratified 
samples with strata defined by either the offender's date of 
parole entry or by sex. All cases within a given stratum have 
equal probability of being selected.) 

Weighting 

Since many states provide UPR with sample data, their 
complete entry popUlation sizes have been estimated with 
the use of a single, multiplicative weighting factor. (States 
which provide stratified samples are assigned individual weights 
for each stratum.) Weights are computed from the inverse of 
the sampling proportion for each participating state. Each 
case is then weighted, enlarging its representation in all 
parole entry popUlations and sUbpopulations in this report. 
All tables indicating "number of cases" reflect the weighted 
figures. 

Tables D.2 and D.3 display the sampling design, weights, 
and estimated parole entry popUlations for the 1979 and 1978 
parole entry popUlations. Note that when the weight is 
computed from the inverse of the sampling proportion, the 
number of months reported is taken into account. The 
estimated parole entry popUlation sizes ?re the products of 
the weights and the corresponding number of cases reported. 

Missing data 

Data items may be missing because they are unreported or 
miscoded or because of panel loss. In addition, two small 
subpopulations have been designated as missing in all statistical 
tables. 

Unreported and miscoded data. Specific data items which 
are not reported to UPR due to their unavailability are 
designated as missing and are not represented in any of the 
tables in this report. Several of the variables reported by UPR 
are created from two or more component variables. The 
parole ol'tcome measure, for example, is a variable created 
from responses to three diflerent followup questions. Created 

variables have been designated as missing if any of their 
component parts are missing. 

In rare instances variables are miscoded or transcribed 
incorrectly at the time of data entry and consequently fall 
out of the accepted range of values. These variables are 
designated as missing and are not reported in any of the 
statistical tables in this report. 

Panel loss. Panel loss occurs either because data for a 
sampled case were not submitted or, in the case of parole 
status data for the 197B parole entry populations, because 
followup data were not submitted. 

In rare instances, panel loss is due to the submission of 
inappropriate cases. When this happens, the state's parole 
entry popUlation as initially reported differs from the true 
univ~rse of persons entering parole. Occasionally the original 
parole entry lists include persons scheduled for parole entry 
who did not actually enter the parole system. Sometimes 
parolees whose names are provided on the original parole 
entry lists are transferred to another jurisdiction. 

Missing sUbpopulations. Some states have provided UPR 
with a small number of cases who have been paroled to a 
custody detainer. These cases are not included in the statistical 
breakdowns; they are, however, represented in the estimation 
of the parole entry popUlation sizes. 

Similarly, cases where the release to parole was made by 
neither a parole authority nor a mandatory release program 
are included only in the estimate of the popUlation sizes and 
not in the statistical summaries. 

Updating of records 

Values for some cases may occasionally be updated or altered 
within the followup period. Although updating is a continuous 
process, some corrections are provided only after the annual 
su bmission of data and hence are not incl uded in the reported 
statistics. The magnitUde of this type of error is quite small. 

Time served and sentence length 

Time served as displayed in appendix Tables A.7, A.B, B.7, 
and B.B is the sum of time served in prison and time served in 
jail as credited toward a sentence. Some states do not provide 
UPR with jail credit data for all cases; time served is computed 
using jail credits only when they are provided. The time 
served measure always includes the time served in prison; it 
is only designated as missing if the time served in prison is 
missing. Time served statistics for 1976 to 1979 which appear 
in appendix Table C.1 have been computed without jail credit. 
Since jail credit data were not collected prior to 1978, this has 
been done to aid in year-to-year comparisons. 

The maximum sentence length as displayed in appendix 
Tables A.4, A.S, BA, and B.S is the sum of the length of the 
maximum sentence for each offense to be served consecutively 
(based on th~ aggregate maximum release date) and the time 
served in jail as credited toward a sentence. It is computed 
using jail credit only when provided. The maximum sentence 
measure always includes sentence length based on the 
aggregate maximum release date and is only designated as 

__ -"=-=--=<OC-C·"-=-'~'~'="="--='''=··-·~' ~~~~ ______________________________________ ~ ____ ---" 

i: 

missing if that element is missing. 
Time served and maximum sentence length are computed 

only for individual offenders whose type of admission to 
prison includes a new conviction. Cases where the type of 
admission is for a parole or probation violation with no new 
sentence or where the imposition of a new sentence is not 
known, have been excluded. Time served for these cases 
cannot be accurately measured since their original dates of 
parole are not available. 

f :/ 

Data colIection methods and forms .J7 

Dashes appear in all time served and maximum sentence 
tables where the number of cases does not exceed 5. 

Ordering of states 

The ordering of states for all tables in this report is displayed 
in Table DA. This regional and subregional ordering, 
commonly used in Bureau of the Census reports, is based on 
groupings of contiguous states. 

'{ 
1 

I 
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Table D.I State agencies providinf{ offender-based data on 
persons entering parole during 1978 and/or 1979 

STATE AGENCY 

Alabama Board of Pardons and Paroles 

California Research Division 
California Department of the Youth Authority 

Delaware Office of Probation and Parole 
Bureau of Adult Correction 

Florida Probation and Parole Commission 

Georgia State Board of Pardons and Paroles 

Idaho Commissionfoi' Pardons and Parole 
Department of Corrections 

Illinois 

Kansas 

Kentucky·. 

'V/aine 

Maryland 

'11ichigan 

Missouri 

Nebraska 

New Jersey 

New Mexico 

North Carolina 

North Dakota 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode Islar,d 

South Carolina 

Texas 

Utah 

Virginia 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming " ',./ 

Prisoner Review Board 
Department of Corrections 

Research and Pla'tning 
Department of Corrections 

Offender Records Section 
Bureau of Corrections 

Maine State Parole Board 

Division of Parole and Probation 
Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services 

Department of Corrections 

Board of Probation and Parole 
Department of Social Services 

Board of Pardons and Paroles 

Bureau of Parole 
Department of Corrections 

Central Records 
Department of Corrections 

Parole Commission 
Department of Corrections 

Department of :'arole and Probation 

Adult Parole Autority 

Research and Statistics Board 
Board of Probation and Parole 

Bureau of Probation and Parole 

Probation, Parole, and Pardon Board 

Board of Pardons and Paroles 

State Board of Pardons 

Probation and Parole Services 

PrObation and Parole Services 
Department of Corrections 

Department of Corrections 

Department of F-robation and Parole 

... - _ .. - ----"--"-----~------~~---~-'----------~---
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Table 0.2 Reporterl cases and the estimated number of persons entering 
parole rlurinq 1979 in participatinq states 

Number Estimated 
of months Percentaqe number of 
for which of cases Number of persons 
data were randomlY reported entering 

State reportp.d sampled cases Weiqht parole 

California 
1,623 Men 12 15% 243 6.67 

Women 12 100 45 1.00 45 
Oelaware 10 100 188 1.20 226 
F10ricta 

January-November 11 10 481 10.00 4,810 
Ilecember 1 50 298 2.00 596 

r,eorqia 12 20 442 5.00 2,210 
Idaho 4 100 76 3.00 228 
Illinois 12 10 556 10.00 ~,560 
Kentucky 12 100 1,634 1.00 1,634 
Maine 12 100 53 1.00 53 
Maryland 12 50 1,093 2.00 2,186 
Michigan 12 10 454 10.00 4,540 
Missouri 12 25 249 4.00 996 
Nebraska 12 100 396 1.00 396 
Nevada 12 100 540 1.00 540 
New Hampshire 12 100 154 1.00 154 
New Jersey 12 100 3,306 1.00 3,306 
New Mexico 12 100 606 1.00 606 
North Caro 1 i na 12 100 5,225 1.00 5,225 
North Dakota 10 100 94 1.20 113 
Ohio 12 100 5,706 1.00 5,706 
Pennsylvania 8 50 991 3.00 2,973 
Rhode Islanrl 11 100 127 1.09 138 
South Caro 1 i na 12 100 1,223 1.00 1,223 
South Dakota 12 100 1~5 1.00 155 
Texas 12 10 665 10.00 6,650 
Virginia 12 20 544 5.00 2,720 
West Virginia 11 100 271 1.09 295 
~lisconsin 12 100 1,413 1.00 1,413 
Wyominq 12 1\]0 89 1.00 89 

Source: IJniform Parole Reports Entry Forms (UPR-2), 1979. 

;) 



50 Appendix D / Thble D.3 

Table D.3 Reported c~ses and ~he estimated number of persons entering 
parole durlng 1978 ln participating states 

Number Estimated 
of months Percentage number of 
for which of cases Number of persons 

State 
data were randomly reported entering 
reporter! sampled cases Weight parole 

Alabama 7 25% 258 6.86 1,769 California 
Male 12 15 251 6.67 1,674 Female 12 100 45 1.00 45 lJe1 aware 4 100 69 3.00 207 Florida 
,January-July 7 100 1,933 1.00 1,933 August-September 5 10 135 10.00 1,350 lleorQia 12 20 599 5.00 2,995 Illinois 10 10 402 12.00 4,B24 Kansas 5 100 419 2.40 1,006 Kentucky 12 100 1,811 1.00 1,811 Maine 11 100 110 1.09 120 Mary1 anr! 12 50 1,213 2.00 2,426 Michiqan 12 ,i) 748 10.00 7,480 "'issouri 12 25 248 4.00 992 Nebraska 12 100 383 1.00 383 Nevada 12 100 480 1.00 480 New Hampshire 12 100 165 1.00 165 New Jersey 12 100 3,584 1.00 3,584 New Mexico 8 100 303 1.50 455 '1f'W Yor~ 12 10 621 10.00 6,210 NortfJ r.aro1ina 12 100 5,420 1.00 6,420 North nakota 12 100 110 1.00 110 Ohio 12 10 509 10.00 5,090 Penhsy1vania I? 100 ?,370 1.00 2,370 South Caro 1 i na 12 100 1,134 1.00 1,134 South n~~ota I? 100 203 1.00 203 Tp.xas '?' 50 ~,472 2.00 4,944 IJtah 12 100 228 1.00 228 Virqinii\ 

Januarv/June-Decem,er 8 20 172 5.00 800 FelJruary-'~ay 4 100 509 1.00 509 ~'est Virqinia 10 100 238 1.20 286 Wisconsin 12 100 1,347 1.00 1,347 Wyoming 12 100 87 1.00 87 
Source: Uniform Parole Reports Entry Forms (lIPR-2l. 1978. 

'~ 

Table D.4 

Ordering of States by region 

Northeast North Central South 

New England East North Central South Atlantic 

Maine Ohio Delaware 
New Hampshire Indiana Maryland 
Vermont Illinois District of Columbia 
Massachusetts Michigan Virginia 
Rhode Island Wisconsin West Virginia 
Connecticut North Carolina 

West North Central South Carolina 
Mid Atlantic Georgia 

Minnesota Florida 
New York Iowa 
New Jersey Missouri East South Central 
Pennsylvania North Dakota 

South Dakota Kentucky 
Nebraska Tennessee 
Kansas Alabama 

Mississippi 

West South Central 

Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 
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West 

Mountain 

Montana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 

Pacific 

Washington 
Oregon 
California 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

I': , , 
I: 

r 
I: 
f 
I' 
I, 
f 
I' 
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