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National Crime Victimization Survey 
(NCVS) Knowledge Corner:

Survey Instruments



Survey Documents

• NCVS 500 Control Card
• NCVS-1 Basic Screen Questionnaire
• NCVS-2 Crime Incident Report (CIR)



Survey Documents

Located at:
Https://bjs.ojp.gov/data-collection/ncvs  





NCVS-500 Control Card



NCVS 500 Control Card
Serves as the 
household roster 
and record of all 
contacts , 
interviews, and 
noninterviews



NCVS-1 Bas ic Screen Ques tionnaire



NCVS-1 Bas ic Screen Ques tionnaire
Determines 
whether any
crimes were 
committed , but 
does not 
produce crime 
estimates



NCVS-2 Crime Incident Report(s )



NCVS-2 Crime Incident Report
Gathers detailed 
information on 
characteristics 
of each crime 
reported in the 
basic screen 
questionnaire



Questions?
• See the NCVS page on the BJS website for all survey instruments

• See the NCVS, 2016: Technical Documentationfor more information about 
the methodology and ins trumentation

• Email AskBJ S@usdoj.gov with ques tions  – emails  are forwarded to BJ S 
s tatis ticians  with topical expertis e

• Access NCVS public-use data files  at the National Archive of Criminal J us tice 
Data (NACJ D) at the Inter-univers ity Consortium for Political and Social 
Research (ICPSR)

• See the annual codebooks  for more information  

https://bjs.ojp.gov/programs/ncvs
https://bjs.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh236/files/media/document/ncvstd16.pdf
mailto:AskBJS@usdoj.gov
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/series/95
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