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BUREAU OF JUSTICE STATISTICS RELEASES RESULTS FROM 2019 

NATIONAL CRIME VICTIMIZATION SURVEY 
 

 
WASHINGTON — After rising from 1.1 million in 2015 to 1.4 million in 2018, the number of 

persons who were victims of violent crime excluding simple assault dropped to 1.2 million in 2019, the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics announced today. Statistics on crimes that have occurred in 2020, during the 
coronavirus pandemic, are being collected now and will be reported next year.  

 
These statistics are based on data from the 2019 National Crime Victimization Survey. The 

NCVS is the nation’s largest crime survey and collects data on nonfatal crimes both reported and not 
reported to police.  

 
The rate of violent crime excluding simple assault declined 15% from 2018 to 2019, from 8.6 to 

7.3 victimizations per 1,000 persons age 12 or older. Among females, the rate of violent victimization 
excluding simple assault fell 27% from 2018 to 2019, from 9.6 to 7.0 victimizations per 1,000 females 
age 12 or older. Violent crimes other than simple assault are those that are generally prosecuted as a 
felony. 

 
From 2018 to 2019, the portion of U.S. residents age 12 or older who were victims of one or 

more violent crimes excluding simple assault fell from 0.50% to 0.44%, a 12% decrease. 
 
There were 880,000 fewer victims of serious violent or property crimes (generally felonies) in 

2019 than in 2018, a 19% drop. From 2018 to 2019, 29% fewer black persons and 22% fewer white 
persons were victims of serious crimes. Victims of serious crimes are those who experienced a serious 
violent crime or whose household experienced a completed burglary or completed motor-vehicle theft. 

 
This year, BJS provides new classifications of urban, suburban and rural areas, with the goal of 

presenting a more accurate picture of where criminal victimizations occur. Based on the NCVS’s new 
classifications, the rate of violent victimization in urban areas declined from 26.5 victimizations per 
1,000 persons age 12 or older in 2018 to 21.1 per 1,000 in 2019, a 20% decrease from 2018 to 2019.  

 
Nationally, rape or sexual assault victimizations declined from 2.7 per 1,000 persons age 12 or 
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older in 2018 to 1.7 per 1,000 in 2019. Across all crime types, victimizations reflect the total number of 
times people or households were victimized by crime. 

 
Based on the 2019 survey, less than half (41%) of violent victimizations were reported to police. 

The percentage of violent victimizations reported to police was lower for white victims (37%) than for 
black (49%) or Hispanic victims (49%).  

 
In 2019, there were 5.4 million total violent incidents involving victims age 12 or older. The 

portion of violent incidents involving black offenders (25%) was 2.3 times the portion involving black 
victims (11%), while the portion involving white offenders (50%) was 0.8 times the portion involving 
white victims (62%) and the portion involving Asian offenders (1.0%) was 0.4 times the portion 
involving Asian victims (2.3%).   

 
The 2019 survey found that an estimated 12.8 million U.S. households experienced one or more 

property victimizations, which include burglaries, residential trespassing, motor-vehicle thefts and other 
thefts. The rate of property crime declined 6% from 2018 (108.2 victimizations per 1,000 households) to 
2019 (101.4 per 1,000).  

 
This decline in property crime was partly due to a 22% decrease in burglary from 2018 to 2019 

(from 15.0 to 11.7 burglary victimizations per 1,000 households). Moreover, the rate of burglary 
victimization declined to the lowest level since the NCVS was redesigned in 1993.  

 
The report, Criminal Victimization, 2019 (NCJ 255113), was written by BJS statisticians Rachel 

E. Morgan and Jennifer L. Truman. The report, related documents and additional information about 
BJS’s statistical publications and programs are available on the BJS website at www.bjs.gov. 
 

The Bureau of Justice Statistics of the U.S. Department of Justice is the principal federal agency 
responsible for collecting, analyzing and disseminating reliable statistics on crime and criminal justice in 
the United States. Jeffrey H. Anderson is the director. 

 
The Office of Justice Programs, directed by Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General 

Katharine T. Sullivan, provides federal leadership, grants, training, technical assistance and other 
resources to improve the nation’s capacity to prevent and reduce crime, assist victims and enhance the 
rule of law by strengthening the criminal and juvenile justice systems. More information about OJP and 
its components is located at www.ojp.gov. 

 
The year 2020 marks the 150th anniversary of the Department of Justice. Learn more about the 

history of our agency at www.Justice.gov/Celebrating150Years. 
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